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| Dri to his Work" 741 6255 well 
hade been Jpared 3 jet complying > 
with Cuſtom,” I ſhall only tell you, 

I what has been acceptabl e to the 
' greateſs part of Europe, and ſtill 


continues its admirable Beauty and Luſtre, deck d 
in the rich Ornaments of an elegant Smile and 
fd of Language,” coming very near to that 
25 ceefo ful; as ta 

ge pretending to be more E ed than 
thoſe of the 150% Franuot br Ky 'F Tay 
without any  ſcruple of Thoſe | doubts aue fe fears 
F" this 5 rb come 
trembling). "ut the tn 
certain expect ation 0 ' the Cenſure that wilt pa, 
upon them in the various opinions of. the World _ 
ar to their Merit or Viſceſtrens)\'p Sent yon 
tH $2 


en can "Jet be fo 
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(that cauſe ſome Mork o 
abroad with 4 kind of 4 


wi 5 Ladd Hiſtory c Caſſandra, 
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rendred into Fngliſh, from the moſi ren Copy 


=. The Preface | 


heres... 
Tais 


1 


their 


TY 


their hearts 
— W Good Nature, or, ( ar 


le found in this Tranſlation. 


; of the moſt worthy 


of thoſe | 
grounded, which (like Roſes and Jeſſamine inn. 
tertwining with an oper-ſpreading fragrancy. and A 
beauty to nale ſome curious: 3 


tosthe Reader. iii 
muſt needs. be obdurate Ab * 


omplacency: II am not wait is 


telling you, I Lene Jeer many. Bobksof the Orogir 
wal: blotted\in a- manner all over\ with tears, Fal. 


8 ting, no doubt, from thaſe ri 20. eges that have 


rrated the paſſionately moving liner „hat are ta 
From the more 
tender-hearted they flowed. without: all peradven- 
ture ſpontaneonſly, by a natural Inclination to pi- 
ty the afficted, and: where they meet with any 
thing of fine perbaps mullifed it by degrees, 
ad at Laſt forced that pearly dem ta drop in ſpite 
of reßſtance, and pay an unuoluntary tribute to 
fo many ſuffering Virtues,” and to the micfortunes 
by and greateſt perſons thut for- 
mer Ages could boalt of: I aſt own indeed that 


to ene 4 Work, and to render it the ure | a . 
| phoafingly ornamental, there 7 24 Something of: the | 


Authors rich Conceits interwoven with the truth 
Hiſtories, on which it i. primarilß 


Bower). TOA, 3 
the ore obarming and deli Sb 

1 think 1 need only tell you farther, that the 3 
deſign is the beſt that ever was laid on any Hi- 
frory, and that this is. ſo upon Plutarch 1 69 2- 


ther Aus ient Writers on the Life of Alexander 


the Great, | 
Perſian Monarchy, with other admirable Aden 
tures ; and that the Author was a Noble and  Þ 
Learned F n (« well as Lover Jae 


his Victories over, Darius and the _ 


time 
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2 a * thts. ˙ od at A 
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iv The Preface ' | 
He be wrote it; which appears by the many. E- 
piſtler I find in the Original, full of Love Com- 
 VWiiments to hi dear and adored Caliſta z who as 
e ſays inſpired him to write very lively, and ſo 
feelingly the paſſrons of others by that of his own c 
aud indeed in the (haracters he has given, from 
the loweſt to the higbeſt. I never beard it ſo much 
as contradicted, but that he has outdone all thoſe 
that ever writ before him, or that have ſince a1. 
tempted to come up to him. Jou may indeed, ly 
the way, demand who this Caſſandra ic, that 
gives a name to the Hiſtory, and it it but rea- 
ſonable, for it will take up ſome time to find her 
ont ; yet here I ſhall only tell you that within a 
while you ſhall ſee her break through a Cloud 
in all her brightneſs, and know her to be that 
incomparable Beauty which put the whole Warld 
in admiration to find ſuch perfection in Nature, : 
which ſo eaſily could ſubdue her Conqueror, and i 
captivate the hearts of all that beheld her, and 1 
whoſe Character I fear will be envied by. ſome as i 
much as it will be highly eſteemed by others,who * 
ure not ſuch Admrers of Beauty for its own par- | 
ricittar, as they are Adorers of it when it comes 1 
claathed wah Robes of Virtue and Innocency+ _ 
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FIRST PART 


Pon the Flowry Banks of rhe famous River - 
Euphrates, a few Furlongs from Babylon, rwo 
Strangers diſmounted from their Horſes under 
a ſpreading Tuft of Trees, that made a cool 
and pleaſing ſhade; one, by the Reſpect the o- 
ther gave him, and the Richneſs of his Armour, appear- 

ing to be Superiour, tired with the Fatigue of Travel, and 


K 4 


5 
a ſome trouble that appeared viſible in his Countenance When 
D 
0 


he had taken off his Cask, ftrerched himſelf on the-Grals 3 
to take Repoſe. Bur ſcarce had foft ſlumber cloſed his Eyes, 7 
when wakened by a Noiſe, he ſtarted up, and putting on | 
his Cask remounted his Horſe ; paſſing on to know the 
cauſe of ir, he ſoon perceived two Men well Mounted, 
s and compleatly Armed, Encountering each other wiink 
Ig much fury, and all the marks of unuſual Valour: their 3 
925 Javelins, ſhivered in an hundred peices under their Horſes 
feet, had given place to their Swords, which they uſee!t! 

\ with Force and ſo little Caution, chat he ſoon perceived the | 
deſign they had in affailing each other, had taken fromm 

%; them 4 * of defending themſelves, and that to each, 
5 the Loſs of his Enemy's Life, was more dear and af greae. 
. er Importance than his own, ſo that the fight for a time 
F held in equal Ballance, enclining to neither Party, til he in 
E Black Armour and plums of the ſame colour redonbling; +, 3 
5 his fury, with many deep wounds made his 1 „ 
doubt his Safety, who had ny been ſlain, had 
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The Hiſtory Part. I. 


- the Scranger ſpectator thruſt himſelf between them, deſir- 


ing with many civil Entreaties, they would ſtay their furi- 
ons Hands. Bur he who now in all appearance would have 
been Victor, with a terrible voice cried, Phoſoever thou 
art, unleſs thou be an Enemy to Vertue, and a Protector of 
thoſe that are criminal, and unleſs thou wilt pull on thine own 


Head the hatred of the Gods and Men, oppoſe not the deſtructi- 


on of the moſt diſloyal ond cruel Man in the World. The 


Stranger had pauſed bur a little on theſe words, (and not 


knowing well how he ſhould behave himſelf in the Action) 
before ten Men well mounted and Armed came thundring 
up, and charg d furiouſly on him that had ſpoken, ſome of 
them Killing his Horſe with many wounds, whilſt others 


conveyed the vanquiſhed Man to Babylon : this odds cauſed 
the — of in Generoſity to take part with him, that (be- 


ing opreſſed with many Swords) as yet defended his Life 


valiantly againſt the number of his Enemies, when cry- 


ing out (Thy uncivil Language ſhall not make me neglett to 
do what becomes me, ſeeing thou haſt more Valour thaw Cour- 


teſie! he flew in amongſt them with his Sword in his Hand, 


= and gave ſuch mighty blows, as laid four of his Adyerſa- 


ries dead at his Feet in little ſpace, and being vigorouſly 
ſeconded by the other, thoſe that ſurvived, finding a long- 


er refiſtance in vain againſt ſuch Invincible Force, wound- 
ed as they were put Spurs to their Horſes and fled for their 


Lives — Feds wat | | 
The Combare ended, he who had received this help al- 


lighting and putting up his Bea ver, went and ſaluted rheStran- 


ger in terms of Civility very different from what he had 
before expreſſed, ſo that utterly forgetting all Reſentments, 
they Embraced each other with very great Affection, and he 


who had been aſſiſted, and whoſe Face was not altogether 
unknown to the ſtranger, in a very obliging manner ſaid; 


Generous Stranger, or rather the moſt vertuous of Men, 


tf if my life were dear to mel ſhould be highly obliged to him 
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to hate it, and what deſign ſoever Tha 
both to ſatisfie my Engagement, and no mare diſpoſe of a thing 
whieb you have ſo gloriouſly. acquired, and which Tought ts Em- 
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that preſerved it,but nevertheleſs bow gee cauſe ſoever I have 
to looſe it, I will forget 


ploy only to your ſervice: he ſpoke much more to the ſame 
. and in the cloſe Naming Perdicas, which was the 
Man he ar firſt was combating, which was not unknown to 


— 


© the Stranger, it made him defirous ro know the Name of him 


he had aſſiſted, and ſoon underſtood from his own Mouth 


BY 


| and ſighs, that except the Stranger s, any other Heart won 
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Part. I. of Caflandra. - 
, © y * * 


he was Lyſimachus, a Prince of Macedon, and one of Alexan- 

ders great Captains, of whoſe brave Actions and ſingu- 
lar Vertues Fame had not been ſilent: then he perfectly re- 
membered he had ſeen him in great Splendour, at the Court 


of Alexander, and thanked the Gods he came fo oppor- 
tunely, to ſave the Life of ſo brave and Generous a Perſon, 


bur concealed that part of his Knowledge, becauſe himſelt 
was not defirous to be known; and after many other Civili- 
ties had paſſed between them, in very obliging Terms, he 


deſired to be Informed of the ground and cauſe of ſuch a 
Furious Combate, between rwo Men whom he had heard 
ſerved under one Command, in a moſt Friendly manner. 


Here it was that Lyſimachus's Conſtancy vaniſhed, and a 


Torrent of Tears flowing from his Eyes, it was a long 
time ere he could prepare himſelf to return an Anſwer 3 


bur as ſoon as be was able to ſpeak, caſting his Eyes towards 
Heaven, Great Gods (ſaid he) fince you have ſuffered me to 

ſurvive the greateſt Perfection you ever ſent into the Morid, 
IF you deſtine me not to Revenge theſe illuſtrious Perſons, 


add not a Minute to this Life which I do but Languiſh ous 
with horrour, and which I can continue no longer without ſhame; - 
I proſecuted (continued he) that Infamous Perditas, on 16 


L {gr occaſion, for no leſs a Crime than being the Barbarous and 
Inhumane Murtherer of the Fair and vertuons Queen Statira, 
that Iluſtrious Widow of Alexander the Great, and the 
Divine Princeſs Pariſatis her Siſter Niddom to his Dear He- 
pheſtion. F | 112 Ts 
He Accompanied theſe doleful words with ſo many Teaay + 


have been touched with compaſſion; bur his being too fen- 
ſible for it ſelf, much to mark the Actions of . Ly/imachms, 
he only changed colour rwice ot thrice, and looking on 
him with a ä which Horror and Aſtoniſuj- 
ment appeared, Hyimachus (ſaid he) I conjure you b all the 


Gods to tell me true, M Queen Statira Dead? She is (ſaid LI, © © 
ſimachus) for as ſoon as Alexander dyed at Babylon, Pitileſs 
Roxana, to wreck her cruel Fealouſie, ſent a Letter inthe Kiny's © 3 


name ſealed with his ſignet he had given Perdicas, à little 
before he Expired) for her and the Princeſs ber Siſter to haſt= 


en from the Caſtle of Calcis, where they refided; to Babylon, 
 fipnifying he was ſich but concealing his Death, which they 
 Punfually Obeyed ; but no fooner had ſhe got theſes Innocent 
Ladies in ber power, ere this crue! Woman and that hori-. 


ble Murtherer cauſed them ds in their Preſence,caſting ; 
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ren 
their fair Bodies into a Null, and there covered them with 
heaps of Stones. | e 19, e TI9Rt Fob 
At theſe words the Stranger having Looked on him with 
an affrighted Countenance, in which Death had already 
Imprinted a gaſtly Terror, Lifting up his Hands and Eves 
towards Heaven, Great Gods (ſaid he) to Day it is that 1 © 
receive the Effects f your promiſes, and that after ten Tears 
Perſecution, you grant me the Repoſe, you have made me hope 
For in theſe Countries; upon which ſuddainly drawing his 
Sword, he fell on the Point of it, ere Hſimachus or his Squire 
were aware to prevent it, and rowling at their feet welter d 
in aſtream of his own pretious Blood. They delayed not 
to take off his Armour and ſearch the Wound, mingling there 
Tears with his Blood; but were a little comforted when 
they perceived the Wound was not Mortal, for miſſing his 
Aim i chat haſty Action, the Sword had only ſlaunted on 
his Ribs; and having drawn it out they ſtayed the Blood, 
and dreſſed the Wound, as well as they were furniſhed 
with neceſſaries, and by the help of two Country Peaſants, 
that came by in the Interim, they conveyed higv to a Houſe 


Fs 


near at hand, where they found very kind Reception, 


From Old Polemon who cauſed Amintas his Phyſician, with 
ſome Surgeons ſent for from Babylon, to probe and dreſs the 
Wound, who, to the Joy of all bur the Stranger, (who in 
his Deſpair defired to die and blamed them for hindring it) 
found ir was not Mortal; however it cauſed them to be very 
watchful over him, by reaſon of the attempts he yer made 
@-deftroy his Life; nor could Tears or Intreaties —— 

mh him to Live, till Ly/imachus reſolved ro try, if a point 
of Honour could Work upon him for, his Preſervation, when 
raking a fi: opportunity, Sir (ſaid he) I cannot conceive 
but this Deſpair and contempt of Life, muſt ariſe from tie 
great Love you bear to the Princeſſes of Perſia, becauſe the rc- 
tation of their ſad Cataſtrophy ſo nearly touched you, and till 


now I believed you Vertuous: but at laſt you force me to 


tell you, you Infure the Proof you have given of it, by a ma. 
niſeſt unworthineſs, and I conjure you by all the Gods, and ly 
the Memory of the Princeſſes (if it be true that you did Love 
them) to Lide and Aſſiſt me in the Revenge, I am in Honcur 
oblig'd to take of their deaths to live ſo long only that we may 
"Fake the Lives of their Murtherers, fince I find my ſelf too weak, 
_ without your help, to Effect it: both they and I beg this at your + 
Hands; and if you be as much concerned in their Loſs as you 
would have it believed, you cannot Die but Ignominioufly, 60. 5 


W 


. 
- 


two a talking, when looking through the Trees, 
ceived them to be Polemen, and a Woman of tall Stature 
almoſt in a country Habit, and unſeen ef them heard © 
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F Caſſandra. 


do not at leaſt, Endeavour it, as well for your own: Honour, as the 
ſatisfation of their Ghoſts : I have as much cauſt ts Die at 
you can poſſibly have; and ſince in this Extreamity it is n 


Longer requiſite to conceal it, know I would not have outli ad | 
the Princeſs Pariſatis; if I had not found my Jelf obliged in 
Honour to ſatisfie her Ghoſt, by the Blood of thoſe that took, her 


from' me by à violent Death. 


having ſeriouſly * ap it, he was 10 changed, that he 
could not but Expreſs a ſhame for his raſh. Deſire of dy- 


ſ 


When all other Means'failed. this Diſceurſe gained ſuch 8 
an Aſcendant over the Mind of this deſperate Stranger, that 


ing without Revenge; expreſſing his Repenrance, Du have 
(aid he) Lyſimachus, overcome me; but remember the time 


ſwaſion to endeavour to extend it farther ; and in the Interim 
Deſpair you have ſeen me reduced to, neither ſhall be conceal 


of your Misfortunes. After this he ſuffered the Remedies 
to be applyed with much Patience, and reſted well that 
Night giving good hopes of a ſpeedy Recover. 
No ſooner had the riſing Sun Beams guilded the Earth, 
and made all narure chearfull and Gay, bur Lyſimachus 
got up, and having enquired of the Strangers health, and 
being told he had reſted well, and was yet ſleeping, he went 


into the Garden with Araxn, which was dreſſed and ſtored 
with all that is rare and pleaſing to the ſight; and walk- 


ing towards a Chryſtal Fountain enamelled with Flowers 
and Curious ſhades, he over-heard in a neighbouri 


theſe words. 


Tam not, O Caſſandra, ſaid Polemon, able to clear eur 


doubts, but time, and the ſtay you will make in this place, may 


eaſily reſolve them: I will Labour all I can for your Content= 


ag Alley 


Jon have demanded, and let me beſeech you, never by any per- 
I give free leave to Araxis my Squire to tell you the cauſe of the 


| from you my name, nor the Life of the miſerable Companion 


ment, and neither ſpare my Endeavours nor my Life for. your 


ſatisfation; and in the mean time I beſeech gau to ſtrive in 
fettlinÞ.your Mind, bath. from your Frights and Aſflictions, ant 


believe that Caſſandra's Vertue, ig of no ſmall cenſideration to 


the Gods, who will not let it Long he under theſe Misforrunes, - 
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„ Th En Pati. 


| Curioſity was extinguiſt'd by rhe Affliction of his Mind 


ſought not further into that Adventure, but going to the 
Fountain with 4raxis cauſed him to fir down by him, and 
defired him to fulfil the Promiſe his Maſter had made him, 


and to be punctual in recounting all the Particulars of his 


Life, as they occurred to his Knowledge. SEAS vp 
Araxis, who had received ſuch a Command from his 
Maſter, and was forward enough of his own Accord to 
comply with rhe requeſt of ſo great a Prince as Lyſi- 
machus, after recollecting himſelf and conſidering a while, 


began his Relation. 


Phe ki 1870 R Y of 


OROON DATES 


Olr (ſaid he) the Relation I am to make you, you will find 
N full of Wonders, and in it much of Forrune's Inconftan- 

cy: all the paſſages of his Life, would be too tedious, bur 

thoſe moſt remarkable as they occurre to my Memory in the 


length of time, I ſhall ſatisſie you in, as briefly as may be, 
that I may not be over tedious in doing it; and tell you ſuch 


things that have paſſed ro my Maſter's Advantage and 
Glory, that had he been to make the Relation of them him- 


- ſelf, his Modeſty would never have ſuffered him ro have 


done ir to the full: beſides I am ſo well inſtructed in them, 
as having been preſenr at the greateſt part of them, and bav- 


ing Learnt thoſe at his own Mouth of which I could nor be 
an Eye Wimeſs, that in all particulars I am as knowing 


as himſelf. 1 
His Name is Oroondates, the only Son and Heir to the 
gteat King of Scythia, ſo powerful and terrible to his 


emies, that Alexander the Great who ſubdued fo many 
Potent Kingdoms, never made any attempt againſt him (as 
you well know) bur to his Loſs and Confuſion 
I he King his Father perceiving in my Prince from his In- 


fancy excellent Endowments of Nature, a Body extreame 


I) handfom, and a Soul capable of Gallant Impreſſions, re- 
ſeolved to nouriſh both, with fo much care and diligence, that 
none ſhould be able to reproach him, for not having con. 
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nd tributed to his power what might ſecond Nature, which 

he had ſo liberally obliged him; and as he grew he profit | 

nd fo much in 2 „Wiſdom, and all Princely Vertnes,that- 

m, he as far excelled thoſe that were brought up with him, 

Us in every Reſpect, as he exceeded them in the Nobleneſs of 

his Birth, and by his Bounty, obliging Carriage, and Grace- 

is ful Actions, obliged all Hearts ro Honour and reſpect * | 

ro with a very profound ſenſe of his Merits; for in ſhort a 

I bis Actions and all his Thoughts were truly noble and Gene- 
rous, ſo that all Scythia with their King Looked upon this 

Riſing Sun as the Honour and Ornament of his Country. 
Bur paſſing over his Infancy and tender Years, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to what is more worthy of your notice: his deſire of 

| Glory enflamed his mind very early with a delight in 
Arms, his Stature, Courage and Strength being Su- 
periour to thoſe who much exceeded him in Yeats; 

Y and be purpoſely expoſed himſelf ro many hardſhips , 

* the better to enable him in undergoing the Toils of 
War. He gave early proofs of his ſtrength and. of his 
undaunted Courage, for which there wanted nor occaſion, ' I 
by reaſon of the Irceconcileable hatred between the Se __ 4 
thians and the Houſe of Perſia, which cauſed much Matt 
and cruel Bloodſhed. You have heard how Cyrus the firſt | 
Monarch of the Perſians, laid the firſt Foundation of it, 
and promiſing himſelf the ſame Felicity in ſubduing Scy- 
thia, as he had eaſily found in overcoming the Effeminate 
Lydians, he periſhed in the Enzerprize with all his numer- 
ous Army. Darius the firſt of the Name deſiring to wipe 
off that Stain and Diſhonour to the Perſians, was defeated 
with the Loſs of 100000 Men: and if this. cruel War, 
during the Reigns of their Succeſſors, found any Reſpite, it 

was the Effect of their mutual Weakneſs, or the Multipli- 
city of other Affairs: But this Ancient Hatred heing re- 
newed, in the Hearts of the late King Darius, and the pre- 
ſent King of Scythia my Soveraign, thoſe two Exaſperate . 
ed Monarchs, made it appear by the. ſlaughter of maß 
Thouſands of their Subjects, ſo that the Country of the Maſs © 4 
Jagetes will continue white yet many Years with the Bones 
of the Perſians and Scythizns, who there ended their un- | 

fort ... i 
In theſe Signal occaſions Oroondates paſſed his Apprenti- 
ſhip, and fignalized himſelf in. ſo many Extraordinary 
Enterprizes, that the King his Father, Iooking on him as 
one miraculouſly ſent from 1 the more co A HD ET 
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and Improve him, did not think it unneceſſary to Inveſt 


him in the Command of a part of the Army, conſiſting 


of the gallanteſt Horſe that compoſed it; and ſoon 


after Darius was repulſed by the Scyrbians, and Com. 


led for his ſafery ro repaſs the Araxis in ſome confu- 
on; and whilft the Camps lay in fight of each other, ma- 
ny Skirmifhes happened in which my Prince ſignalized his 
Vatour ro Admiration, making himſelf yet more Remark- 
able by many Glorious Actions; and one Day (fatal to our 
quiet, and which ſo many other unhappy ones ſucceeded 
the King had Notice by his Scouts of the Negligence an 
little Care the Perſians took in keeping their warch ; where 
upon he Commanded their Trenches ſhould be aſſaulted in 


the Night, in the which Attack my Prince had the chief 


Command, who at the Head of 3000 Horſe eaſily broke 
through, and made fo terrible a ſlaughter, that he came with- 
in ſighr of Darius his Tents, when Encouraging his Men with 


hopes of ſo Rich a ſpoile, they by his grear Example Re- 


doubled their Force and Courage ſoon ſlaying 2000 Arben;- 


ans, and many Perſians that were placed there for their 
Guard, though they fought very deſperately, all of them dying 


wich Honourable Wounds on the place, without ſo much as 
one of them endeavouring to Eſcape - but when our Soul- 
diers were about to break into the Tent, my Prince by 


Commands and Entreaties ſtayed them, only entering him 
ſelf with a ſlender Guard: But, O the Gods, what a Surpriſe 


and Aſtonifnment was he in, when inſtead of Enemies, which 
he 1 to combate with, he by the light of a hun- 
dred Tapers, beheld a troop of Ladies, who ſeeing him 
all over Bloody with his Sword in his Hand, ſent forth 


moſt Lamentable Crys, and ſufficiently: teſtified the Frighe 
and Terror which the ſight of us had cauſed in them. They 


were, as we have known ſince, and as we then conjectur- 
ed by the profound reſpect the others ſhewed them, the 


= Old Queen Syfigambi: Mother ro Darius, the Queen his 
Weite, and the 


rinceſſes Statira and Pariſatis his Daugh- 


= ders. The young Princeſſes in a Mortal fear, clinged cloſe: 


about the Queens, vhilſt Syſigambzs, to whom the Gods had 
given a Courage equall to her Quality, blamed there De- 
ſpair, and waited for her Deſtiny with an unſhaken con- 


ſftancy of Mind; when my Prince ſurprized at ſo unlocked 
for an object, ſtricken with a confuſed Amazement, was 
a good while ere he utter d a word, but recovering himſelf 
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rhat they ſoon baniſhed their Fear, and praĩſed the Gods for 
having made them fall into the Hands of fo, courtebus an 
Enemy: and the Prince the more to confirm them in theit 
ſafery uncovered his Head, and let fall che point: of tris 
Sword, which inclined the Princeſſes, whoſe fears were'difC 
fipared ro look upon him with a heedful conſideration: the 
heat of the Fight, and that Aſtoniſhmenr, had added a 
Luſter ro his natural Beauty, which cauſed much wonder 
in them; during their Admiration, he took Liberty with an 
obliging geſture full of reſpect to addreſs” himſelf to Syſt 
he in cheſe Words 27 10 bore yori? 
I ſhoutd, Madam, (ſaid he) beunpardonable in the Error which 
Night bath cauſed me to commit, if its darkneſs did not plead 
for my Excuſe, and if I did not proteſt to you before all the 
Gods, that had I known the Sex and Quality nf thoſe Perſons 
I have fo much offended, I would rather have wiſhed'a great ca- 
lamity to have fallen upon my ſelf, than haue diſturbed their 


Repoſe: but ſince it is not in my power nom to remedy it, be 


pleaſed to give me leave to entreat you to caſt: away all Appre- 
henfions either f fear or danger, which ſo rude an Entrance 
has no doubt cuuſed in you ; thoſe that are with me are obedi- 
ent to my Commands, and neither they nor I pretend any great- 


er Advantage here, than the Honour to ſerve you 4s 4 Guard 


till the return of your own, and to have the opportunity of 'Leſe 


ſening (by ſome ſmall ſervice) the ill opinion this Rudeneſs may 


ave mate you conceive of us.” | 


— 


Whilſt he ſpoke in this manner, the Ladies were in ſuch 


Suſpence between Joy and Admiration, that Syſigambis her 
ſelf for a time wanted words to anſwer the Civiliry of ſo 


brave and generous a Conqueror, who though by right of 


War he had made them his Priſoners, freely offered them 


their Liberty without Ranſom: but ar laſt ſne returned him 
this ee ee 2:4 eee, 

N poſoever you are (ſaid ſhe) your Generous Actions teſtifie - 
you ſuch a one, that neither have I words ſufficient to praiſe au, 
nor Darius Empires to acquit himſelf af what he owes "you, 
only Heaven alone can recompence your vertuet. 1 The proofs 


vou give tis of it both to our caſt and to our Advantage, ſtrike ws 
with ſo much admiration your Falour, and . ſo great a ſenſe ef your 


Goodneſs, that we are doubly your Priſoners: your: Modeſty hin-. 
ders you from giving us that Title, but our knowledge of the 

rights of War makes us take it, and that of your Vertue, will 
Enable ur to bear it with the greater Conſtancy and Pati. 
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| tinguiſned bur with his Life. The Prince, notwithſtanding 


mounted in Rich Armour, conteſting with a brave Reſo- | 


— 


2 Perfian, who had in a manner Barricade d himſelf with 


the Faireſt Creature the Gods ere made: ſhe was about 
EFifteen, but ſo charming and lovely even in that diſcom- 


10 _The Hiſtry — Part 1. 


| She uttered many other words which my Prince gave not 
much heed to, for now his Eyes were fixed and his Mind 
Intent upon the admirable Beauties of the Princeſs Statira, 


ſure rhe fright had reduced her to, chat my Prince was 
with Wonder and Aftoniſhment ; Inſomuch that to 
him, in whoſe Eyes all the Beauties of Scytbia and many 
other Nations had paſſed as Indifferent, this alone ſeemed 
the Phenzx of the World: his Eyes and heart were fo in- 
tentively fixed on her, that he confidered of nothing elſe, 
till ſome of our Men ruſhed in crying; To Horſe, to Horſe, 
emleſs you will be ſurprixed by Darius, who 3s at band with 
the greateſt part of his Army. | 1 
This was the moſt fenfible blow that could be given 
to my Prince, finding himſelf conſtrained to leave her whom 
he had ſeen but too much already for his repoſe, and 
whom he had ſo lirtle hope ever to ſee again: but making 
a Vertue of neceſſity, and diſſembling his trouble as w 
as he could; Ladies (ſaid he) I ſhall withdraw my ſelf if you 
Pleaſe, fince by the preſence of your own Scrvants,I can be no long- 
ger uſeful to you, and that you will believe your ſelves ſafer un- 
der their protection, than in the guard of a Perſon in whom or 
you have but a ſlender confidence; then bowing and making qu 
.2 low Obedience, he clapt on his Cask, and was going bu 
our of the Tent, when Darius his Queen, taking from her of 


Neck anEmbroidered Scarfe, Interwoven with Letters of th; 
Sold of her on Name and that of the King her huſ- De 
band, put ir over his Shoulder, Entreating with many I vj; 
obliging words, to wear it in Remembrance of her; which N ot 
he received bending one Knee to the Ground, prouder I þy 
of it chan all the Rich Spoiles he had ſo generouſly quir- the 
ted, and having taken his laſt leave, he much againſt his 


will departed from that Illuftrious Company, carrying a- 
way wich him a Flame in his Breaſt, that can never be Ex · 


a numerous force advanced, made good his Retreat 
out of the Perſian Camp; but Day breaking, whilſt he 
Marched to joyn the Body of our Army, he perceived 


an unequal Combate near to a Wood, one Man bravely 


lation and daring Valour againſt a Multitude, which made 
him haſten to know the cauſe, and found chat Perſon to be 
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the Bodies of his ſlain Enemies, whoſe remainder yet preſ- 
ſed on him very eagerly to take his Eife, which he ap- 
peared reſolute to looſe, rather chan to yield and fall into 
their Hands, though his whole Parry had loft their Lives al. 
ready in defending his. This Prodigy of Valour moved my ' 
Prince to a Compaſſion for the danger he was in, and 
perceiving theſe he contended with were Scyt hians, he cry- 

ed ro them; Have you fo little ſenſe of Uertue, as not to be 
moved by ſo gallant an Enemy, rather to ſeek his Preſervati- 
on than his Ruin. This reproach and the ſight of theit 
Prince made them rerire, when Oroondates perceiving the 
Strangers Horſe ro ſtagger and fall under him, by reaſon 
of the many Wounds he had received, immediately alighted 
from his own , and putting up the Bever of his Cask, 
Invincible MWarriour (ſaid he, tenderly Embracing him) par. 
don the ſordidneſs of theſe Men, who cannot Reverence.in you 
what they are diſtitute of themſelves ; and if you think'T dv 
you any ſmall ſervice in cauſing you-to be conveyed to your own 
Camp in ſafety, allow me, for all the rights I can pretend to, 
no more than the Honour of your Friendſhip, and ] ſhall in 
that favour conclude my ſelf moſt Glorioufly Rewarded, ' 

The Perſian, who was much ſurpriſed at ſuch Ciyility from 

one he ſuppoſed to be of the Adverſe Party, and conſe- 
quently an Enemy to the Houſe of Perſia, immediately un- 
buckled his Helmet, and taking ir off he a | 
of an Incomparable Maſculine Beauty, which had ſome+ 
thing of Warlike in it, and of Years not different from his 
Deliverer, ſo that they feemed to be the two moſt accom» 
pliſhed Perfons on Earth. They for a rime beheld each -- 


other with Admiration; but the Perſian,” highly obligd - 
by the Magnanimity and Generoſity of my Prince, taking 


the point of his Sword in his Hand, delivered it to him wit 
much ſubmiſſion, ſaying, Hitherto I have diſputed my Libera 
ty and Life, but ſince I can loſe neither of them for one more 


ing. 


The Gods forbid (ſaid Orcondates ſteppi back wich much 


reſpect) that I ſhould pretend to any thing by"this Encounter, ug 


more than the Honour of your Friendfhip; you are "free from  - 
all other Obligation, and that too is in your own poiver to grant 
or refuſe me 7 eat a Happineſs ; for I hold you” Invincible, 
unleſs. you will ſuffer your ſelf to he overcome by my ſervices: 


and having ſaid this, he Embraced him with much Tender- 
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neſs and Affection, which made him ſo much in Love with 
the Vertues of Oroondates, that as ſtrictly Embracing him, 
and fetching a deep ſigh, he ſaid, Nom I am truly unhappy, 
 fimce tbe Gods ſuffer me to be Conquered by ſo many ſeveral 
ways, and that they give me not the power to acquit my ſelf of 
" the: beſt part of what I owe you. I might have offered You 
Freaſures and Provinces for my Ranſome, ſince I am ArtaXs 
erxes the Son of Darius, and Heir to his vaſt Empire. 
The Prince of Scythia, hearing that Name, was much fur- 
priſed; yer inwardly rejoyced he had found ſo opportune oc- 
cafion to ſerve the Brother of his beloved Seatira, yer reſol- 
ving nor to diſcover: his true Name to that Prince, for a rea- 
ſon that after turned to ſome Advantage in his Affairs; but 
upon his being urgent to know from whom he had receiv- 
2 Generous a civility, he told him his name was Oron- | 
tes Prince of the Maſſagetes, a Province in the Dominions 
of the King of Scythia, and Subject to that great Mo- 6 
narch, with which the Perſian was ſatisfied and made no : 
U— [5 or Voie 190 
The Prince of Perſia's Horſe being flain in the Com- : 
bate, Oroondates with much Entreary cauſed him to mount 7 
his-dwn ' which he Generouſly preſented, being the fineſt : 
all Scythia could afford, and being mounted on another, 2 
be waited on him, till he was within a Furlong of the Per- 4 
an Camp, where having ſtrictly embraced and vowed 7 
Eternal Frendſhip, they with much unwillingneſs | parted a) 
from each other. My Prince returning to our Camp, the 'F 
King (who had been much perplexed for his Abſence, 
confidering the dangerous Enterpriſe,) Embraced him with 
Tears of Joy, cauſing his Armour ro be taken off in his 
preſence, being much troubled when he perceived he had 
wo or three ſlight Wounds, which however were quickly 
cured, and this Generous, and Glorious Action of my 
Pringe, ſoon ſpread wide ro his Honour and Advan- 
— > Ee „ h 
5 T will not trouble you, Sir, with what paſſed during the 
Winter; for now the Perſians firſt diſlodging, our Army 
went into Quarters, and little of Moment happened re- 
lating to Action: but the Prince being at 7/idon, our chief 
3 City, wich the King his Father, though his outward 
» Wouands were lightly cnr'd, that in his Mind grew deeper: 
the Beautiful Scatira was always preſent in his thoughts, 
- - enflaming him with a paſſion not ordinary; he indeed ſtrove 
by a Thouſand ways to extinguiſy an Affection, in wiigh 
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he foreſaw much danger, and hoped for little ſatisfaction: 
he propoſed to himſelf all the difficulties he had roſtruggle . 
with, and the hazards he muſt unavoidably expoſe himſelf to, 
in this high attempt: he conſidered the Mortal hatred between 
the two Kings, and began ro deſpair of ever atrainingthoſe | 
Joys he aimed at with their Approbarions; nor could he fore- 
lee, bur that even Statira her ſelf, when She ſhould come to 
know his true qualiry, might be poſſeſſed with the heredi- 
tary hatred of her Family, and utterly reject and deſpiſe 
him as an Enemy. Theſe Conſiderations for a time drove 
him into an Exceſs of Melancholy, and made him full of 
Irre ſolution; but in the end conſidering what he had done 
already in the preſervation of the Family of Darius, and 
much relying on the Friendſhip of Artaxerxes, whom he 
concluded altogether Noble and Generous, his undaunted 
Spirit at laſt ſurmounting all dangers and difficulries, he e- 
ſolved ſecretly to go into Perſia, where his heart already was, 
and try what Succeſs or Ruin the Fates would allot him. 
In this Reſolution he ſent for me at Night, and cauſing 
all others to withdraw, Araxis (ſaid he) if among ft all my Sei. 4 
wants I had not particularly obſerved your Courage, Underſtand- | I 
ing and Affection towards me, I would not have truſted yeu with 1 
the ſecrets of my Life. at this time, and made choice of you 
alone in a deſign, on which all my Happineſs, and the ſettling of 
the whole remainder of my Days, doth ſo abſolutely depend; u 


after having well confidered your Perſon and forme Atteons, . 


T believed you would have Fudgment enough to ſerve me m - 
my Afﬀairs, Valour enough to accompany me in dampers, . 5 
and Fidelity ſufficient never to deceive me. Upon theſewords 7 


I fell at his Feet, and proteſted my whole Life was 
Devoted to his Service, then he raiſed me up, and ten- 
derly Embracing me, declared his Deſign and his Paſſi- 
on, giving me the orders he would have ſpeedily put in 
Execution. I was nor flow in obeying them, joyning to m | # 
£59 ſelf two of his Servants, on whoſe Fidelity J greatly re- MY 
he lyed, procuring Horſes and ſuch other neceſſaries as we 

my had occaſion for in our Journy ; and returning 10 ſatisſie | 
re- him in what I had dene, and that all was in a Readineſs -4 
ief for bis departure, I found him Writing a Letter, to be left- 1 
ard or the King his Father, which as I remember was in theſe 

er: words. cle 747: e ene rp + > 
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« 1 Should net have Left your Majeſty, if you had nor 
„ T reſolved to put the Army into Garriſon for this 
* Winter. I beſeech you by all the Affection you have hi- 
de therto honoured me with, ro pardon the Liberty I rake 
cc ro make a little Journy, during the time of reſt: a youth - 
6 ful defire draws me from your Court, together with a 
« deſire to Improve my ſelf in ſtrange Countries, and gain 
c jnſtruction in all things neceſſary ro be known, that I 
& may become a worthy Son of ſuch a Father: my ſtay 
c ſhall nor be longer than the Spring, and as ſoon as your 
« Majeſty ſhall take the Field again, you ſhall fee me with 
“ you, to tender thoſe Services you expect from your Son 
| DODroondates. 


He writ another to the Princeſs Bernice, the moſt ac- 
compliſhed Beaury of all Scythia, and gave them ro one of 
his Servants, with a ſtrict command not ro deliver them, till 
four Days after our departure, in which he was pun- 
ctually Obeyed. The King and Princeſs, upon receiving 
the Letters, were much troubled and afflicted : bur paſ- 
fing that over and leaving you to Judge of it, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to tell you, chat we paſſed through many a Pro- 
vince, till we arrived at Perſopolss, whither Darius and 
his Family were come ſome Days before us, being one of 
the chiefeſt Cities in Aſia, and there we heard that the King 
intended to celebrate his Birth-Day with great Pomp, and 
to that end many Gallant Princes and great Commanders 
were to try their Valour and Proweſs in the Liſts before 
the Queen and Ladies. This not a little rejoyced my Prince 
as reſolving to do ſomething it poſſible that mighr- Si- 
= him, and fo raking up our abode, we Impatient- 
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waired for the day; which as ſoon as it dawned, my 
Prince called for his Armour, which was exceeding Rich 
and very Remarkable, putting over it the Scarfe given him 
by the Queen, and in it hung his Sword very Gracefully, fa 
when Mounting his ſtately Horſe, he did me the Honour ma 
to wait upon him, and after a while the Trumpets found- to 
ing, many Gallant Men preſented themſelves, each hoping, Pri 
wich Victory, ro bear away the Prize allotted by the King! by 
hut my Prince as yet kept behind, but in ſuch an Advantagi- 
Bus place, that when the King, Queen, and Princeſſes tool 
place in their Thrones, he had a full view, and his eager 
Eyes ſoon ſingled our the Lovely Sratira, from amongſt 
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the other Beauties; the Extraordinary Richneſs of her Ap- 

parel, did not at all diſguiſe her from his Knowledge; but 
appearing 10 him now more Glorious and Triumph; | 
than ever ſhe had done, his flames were more than a 


of all his wiſhes and hopes, that nothing bur the ſo 


ne the Trumpets, and the trembling of the Earth cauſed by 
in che furious Encounters of the noble Aſſailants, could have 
t Irouſed him our of the deep Contemplation and Extaße he 
kay then was in. | ine fe vorks of any bo: 
our After many brave Cariers in the Liſts, the Honour yet 
ich MW belonged to Cambyſes Son to Prince Mazeus, when Impati- 
on ent of longer delay Oroondates preſented himſelf, and Cam- 
tes, MW Ly/es, nor diſdaining an Enemy of fo brave a Preſence, 
advanced to meet him in the courſe, with greater courage 
ac- than ſucceſs; for ar the firſt ſtroak he was thrown to the 
eof ground, and made the Impreſſion of his Body in the Sand: 
rill And with the fame Facility he diſmounted the Valiam 
un- Hyda/pes Son to Artabaſus, who fell much bruiſed ro the 
ring Earth, a good diftance from his Horſe : And in the ſame 
pal. manner he became Victor over Beſſus, Narbarſanes, My- 


0. thranes, Magabiſes, Oxydates, Ariobarſanes, Phradates, Ori- 
o- bates and Cohortanus, all which by their Valour had 
and i gorten rhemſelves great Names in War. The next that 
ie of put himſelf before him, was the Valiant and Renowned 
Ling Ml NMemnon, whoſe Fame had filled all 4% with Wonder, 
and he being than in Love with the fair Princeſs Bains, who 
ders was preſent, reſolved ro Signalize himſelf before her. The 
fore violence of this Encounter was ſo great, that their Jave- 
rince ! 1ins ſhivered in a thonſand pieces, and their Horſes, not 
Si- able to bear ſo unuſual a ſhock, ſtaggered a conſiderable 
:enr- ¶ way backward; and the next courſe was with no better fuc- 
ceſs ; but in the third Memnon tottering a while fell to the 
ground, and my Prince was much ſhaken. This ſucceſs 
made thoſe that were acquainted with Memnons Valour, 
and in Admiration at the Fortitude of Oroondates, and 
many clapt their hands in Applauſe. Not to be tedious _ 
to you Sir, he overthrew many others of Fame when 
Prince Artaxerxes preſents himſelf, my Prince knew him 
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ed their laſt hopes, that a Stranger might not bear away 
the Honour from their Nation, Thele two brave Princes 
ſer forward at the Ggnal the Trumpets gave, whilſt the 
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bled, and his mind was ſo fixed on that charming Objet _ 


by the Horſe he had preſented him in Scythia, and the de- = 
vice he bore on his Shield. Upon him the Per/ians ground. 


offend” the Prince of Perſia, threw down his Javelin, and 
covering himſelf with his Shield, ſar firm in his Saddle ro 
receive the Blow of ſo redoubted a hand. Arraxerxes his 


Dart was ſhivered in a thouſand Pieces, and if it had not 


flipt along Oroondates his Shield, he had run an exceeding 
great hazard in that Encounter: his Horſe was ſo aſtoniſhed 
with ir, thar he ſtaggered back five or fix Paces, and was 
ready to fer his hinder quarters to the Ground, bur ſoon 


recover d; my Prince not ſeeming at all to have been diſ- 


compoſed. All preſent conſidered this brave Action, and 
the King himſelf witneſſed, by clapping his hands, the notice 
be had taken of it, and high Eſteem he had for the Stran- 
7 rince Artaxerxes when he had ſtay d the ſwiftneſs of his 
Horſe, which had carried him a great way beyond, came 
foftly back to my Prince, and. being half diſpleaſed ar this 
Action; I know not Sir (laid he) why you ſpare me thus, un- 
leſs it be in contempt ; yet I do not account my ſelf ſo inconſi- 
derable, but that he who deals with me may have need of all 


his Forces; however if it is out of any conſideration of Friend- 


ſhip I remain very much obliged to you for it, and 
don for the attempt of my Arms againſt you. DING, 
My Prince taking this favourable occaſion to diſcover 
himſelf to him; bowing with low reſpect, Sir (ſaid he) the 
Man that would bear Arms for you, will never turn them 4. 
gainſt you, and is not come ſo far to ſeek you that he might 
give you proofs ſo contrary to the deſire he has never to be but 
yours. I cannot contemn a Vertue of which I have had ſo ma- 
m teſtimonies; but ſince it hath ſo abſolutely won me, diſdain 
not alſo the Teal of him who hath dedicated the reſt of bis 
Life to your ſervice, Upon this Artaxerxes ſtrictly embra- 
cing him with many kind Expreſſions and Aſſurances of 
his Friendſhip,enrreared him to take off his Cask, which he 
delay d not to do, and when he knew him to be Orontes he 
ſtood amaz d with wonder, lifting up his Hands and Eyes 
towards Heaven, Great Gods (laid he) moderate your mercy 
rowards me, if you either will not have me die or be un- 
thankful and having again ſtrictly embraced him a while, 
I it poſſible (continued he) it is Orontes I really {te and 
embrace, repeating theſe words often, till Darius having 
ſeen wich wonder what had paſſed, ſent Bagoas the Eu- 
nuch to his Son, letting him know he deſired roſhare witli 
him in his Contentment, as judging he had ſome powerful 
reaſon to love the Stranger. LEES 


crave par- 
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Earth trembled under them; but my Maſter, unwilling to 
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Part I. of Caſſandra. 17 
The two Princes hand in hand coming before the greateſt: 
Majeſty on Earth, after bowing low, Sir, (ſaid Artaxerxey). 
that I may prevail with yeu to pay this Stranger the honour 
and reſpects that are due to him, I ſhall only tell you he is the: 
Prince of che Maſſagetes. Darius who had been a witneſs 
of his Valour, and before informed what he had done for 
his Family, ſuddainly riſing from his Throne, ſtrictly em- 
brac'd him with much Tenderneſs and Affection, and 'My* 
Sen (ſaid he) for jo it is I may with juſt title call him, by 
whom 1 yet poſſeſs this other which the Gods have given me, 
what „ may hade brought you to this Court, Know 
that you are here exceeding welcome, and that affording me 


the ſight of one of thoſe two admirable Perſons whom I have 


Jo ardent'y deſired to behold, you make me no leſs happy, than 
when you preſerv'd and regave me Artaxerxes: Wherefore if 
the Gods who have given me Empires in Subjection, had nas 
given you Virtue enough to diſdain them, I would offer you 
part of my Dominions ; but ſince what I poſſeſs is below your. 
Merit, I can only offer yon my eternal Friendſhip, with a de- 
fire to requite your Genereſity by what ever ſhall come within 
the compaſs of my power, | i 0 600 © RT. .- 
My Prince anſwered theſe kind Expreſſions in the moſt - 

obliging and ſubmiſſive manner, when the King leading 

him to the Ladies Pavilions, orderd'the Prize to be given 

him, not only of rhe Courſes, but of the Life and Liberty 
of Artaxerxes, and when they were informed who he was 
by that Prince, thoſe great Princeſſes who alſo owed their 
Liberty to his Generofiry,ſeized with ſo unexpected a con- 
rentment received him with Teſtimonies of Favour which 

cannot be expreſſed in Words. The Queen embraced him, 
and the Princeſſes more reſerved ſaluted him with much 

Civility and Reſpect; when the King commanded the 
Princeſs Statira to give him the Diamond Bracelet che 
faireſt in Aſia, which was rhe Prize of the Courſes, upon 

which there happened a civil Conteſtation between km : 
and Artaxerxes, to whom he would have yielded chat Ho- 
nour, which being ended he kneeled down and received 
it with a profound - Reſpect from the fair Hands of her, 
who was the joy of his whole Life: And no ſooner was 
he diſengaged from the King, Queen and Princeſs, but he 


Princes and great Lords of the Court embraced him, deft 


ring to have a ſhare in his Friendſhip ; nor could his W. 
deſt Excuſes | t the King from taking him into hm 
Chariot, and fo through the joyful Shouts of the People 


” - 


£7 more power with me that all the reſt : So that 8 
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emed my Prince to the Palace, * the way breaking 

forth in thoſe Prophetick words: Ir cannot poſſibiy be (ſaid 
he), but that fo great and unexpected a bein, _ of ne. 
threaten me with ſome very ſtran ; and 
a ſplendid Entertainment in the yy the King 
entring into his Cloſet called on R and my 
Prince to him, when ſhurting the r and cauſing them 
ro fit down; E is impeſſibie (ſaid he to Orcondates) that 
being « Subje# and Kinſman to the King of Scythia, you 
have left his Court to retire to that - his Mortal and 
Freconcilable Enemy, without having ſome preſſing conſidera.- 
| rions * ſo doing. Let me intreat on therefore not 20 hide 
tem from me, and believe what cauſe ſoever can have 
brought you 
Newer, — 4 moſt aſſured Retreat. The Prince of Scythia, 
after having given that great King thanks with much hu- 


miliry for his moſt obliging offers, made him this Anſwer he 


heforehand had eontrived. 


I rake the Gods to witneſs ( /aid he) chat in the Wo 


4. ſmall ſervices I had the Honour to do your Family, I 
& had nn other aim but that of my Duty, and the Reſpect 
I thought my ſelf oblig d to bear to Perſons of ſo high a 


* Qualiry, and that I never propoſed to my ſelf tbe Glo- 


. rious Recompence I received for them without meriting 
. the leaſt part of it: yet Envy brought this to the Ears 
4 of the King of Scythiz, and I was accuſed by ſome I 
4 had very highly obliged, as an Enemy ro his State, 
2 und a Friend to his morta nal Enemy, which Hatred to 
me, 2s I conceived, proceeded from rheir loofing their 
V ſhare of the Rich Spoil, and of the Ranſoms they expect. 
*. cd. 1 had notice of this from my Friends about che King, 
4 ind that my death was certainly concluded on, but con- 
5 my own Innocency and the Services I had done 
either not believed it or diſpiſed ir, till one day 
in the Garden with Young Prince Oroondates the 
q and Heir, with whom 1 was brought up and 
i Poms 3 me entitely, he wirit in the duſt with rhe 
*. point of a Javeline he had in his hand, which I read 
1 i faſt as he wrir: Fh Orontes or thou art Dead, bur fly 
2 10 Dy if thou wile not die to morrow, and put our the 
* writing with his "Foot as ſoon as he perceived J had read 
4 it, going away wirhour ſpeaking a word; and this had 
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er doubring bye "uy Defiraction was intraded, 
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hither ; you in our Court ſhall have all manner of 
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Left the City chat night, without any other deſign than 
« that of flying the Kigge Anger: but on my way callin 
« ro mind the Prince of Per/ia's Goodnels, and the promile 
* of his Friendſhip after the flight ſervice Thad done him, 
s alſo the Good Fortune 1 had in the Encounter of the 
“ Queen, 1 perſwaded my elf, that being in-difgrace 
| 1 for _ copies. 1 not do W 1 5 
*' your Majeſty my Sanctuary, and that you would 
4 {o gracious as to protect an Innocent prince baniſhed 
cc his Country by the Calumny of his Enemies. 
He added many other words to this Diſcourſe, which 
ended the King ſaid, © Sir if we did not Receive a great 
Advantage by the Diſgrace you ſuffer, we ſhould con- 
* dole with you in it; but how great ſoever our Obli- 
* garions are to you, we cannot utterly lay afide the 
- Affection we bear our ſelf: chough jo King of Sothis 
he © were not mine Enemy, I am bound by fo many 
: © powerful Conſiderations to give you my Protection, 
© that I will not ſhove ro hazard a Empire and my 1 
* Life for your defence; and becauſe it were not Ju — 
| © you ſhould have been unhappy only for having obi 
* ged us with ſo much Generofity, believe chat you ſhall : 3 
© find as advantagious Conditions here as amongſt che 
* Scythians ; and for the loſs of your Province, I will 
give you choice of the beſt of mine, without pretendi 
to engage you either to reveal the Secrets of your King, 
© or bear Arms againſt him. Ree rs 
This Generous offer ſo ſenfibly rouched rhe heart of 
heir WY Oroondates with a return of humble Acknowledgment, 
ea. that falling on his knees he kiſſed rhe King's Hand, and 
hs returned him infinite Thanks for rhe Favours he dd 
him. Bur not to delay you longer on theſe ſmaller be · 
ginnings, by the King's Order he had an Appartment very 
richly Furniſhed, and a Houſehold ſerled about him, and 
was ſo high in favour, that next ro Artaxerxes he had 
all Power with that great Monarch, and whar ever be 
requeſted in favour of others was readily | army 38 
that he was in a Station to win the Hearts of the Perſians, 
in heaping Hononrs and Favours on them by the King's 
Bounty, doing good Offices to all that ſought to him, or 
ſtood . of his Aſſiſtance, hux injured none in the 
leaſt degree: nor was his bappineſs envied, as is too uſual in 
Courts when new Favourites gain the Aſgendant, 


8 
e 


Attaining the height of all his Felicity, ro expreſs Love to 


- his. Native Country of its chiefeſt Ornament: others 


bad done proclaimed him a Prince worthy of the greateft 
1 Beauty in the World; the King adding) If it 'be fo, and 
bat there are any among our Ladies ſo Cruel as to let him 
: Continue. longer in 4 9 4 4 
mn fa her Enemy, and Swear by the Sun I will receive dll 
the ill Treatmeats ſhe gives him ds do ae to my own Perſon, 
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Whilſt he thus ftood in high Fayour with Darius, his ; 
bir Þ happineſs was often to ſee and converſe. with his b 
X s "I 25 


fir Princeſs, whoſe dazling 5ght raviſhed hi with 
Tranſports of Joy and infinitely augmented his Pafſion: 
yer could he not be ſatisfied with rheſe Contentments, 
nor all the Honours that were heaped upon him, Which 
how dear ſoever they had been, now began to prove trou- 
bleſome to him, for laying aſide all other Delightts he gave 
himſelf over entirely to his Paſſion: the Liberty he had 
with the Princeſs made him but the more ſad, when he 
reflected on the difficulties he had to ſtruggle with in 


"the greateſt Princeſs on Earth: as Orontes a Prince of 
inferior Rank, he ſaw but flender hopes and leſs Reaſon 
of being favourably received; and to diſcover his true 
quality, would as he conceived ſhiver in peices all his Pro- 
jects, and expoſe him to the hazard of his Life, which he 
fer but lightly by in * N to his Paſſion: theſe con- 
nderations made him reſolved ro keep himſelf concealed 
under that borrow'd Name, and wait the favour of the 
Gods: yet his Melancholy grew ſo faſt upon him, that the 

alteration it had made in him was plainly perceiv'd by ma- 
ny, who underſtood not the true. cauſe of it: it ſenſibly 
afflicted Prince Artaxerxes and made him careful and ſoli- 
citus to enquire into it: but my Prince put him off with 

Feigned Excuſes and diſguiſed the Truth by all the Pre- 

gences he could invent; and his Melancholy grew ſo 

infections that it troubled and diſordered the whoſe Court: 
ſome gueſſing he had left Scth:a for the ſcorn and ail 
dain of ſome exalted Beauty, and to puniſh her diveſted 


alledged, the Beauty who bad cauſed this alteration of 
his lp muſt of neceſſity be in the Court of Perſia; 
for all ar laſt concluded it was Love that had wrought 
this change in him. The King and Queen declared in hs 
Lavour, That his Virtues and the Generous Actions he 


Condition ſo worthy of pity, I declare 
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Arta xeræes upon this conjur d all the Ladies one after another 
to have compaſſion on his dear Orontes: nor did the 
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neterceſſon of 4 Frieni can obtain much for him, where 


your Generoſity more than all thoſe you have obliged. 


_ * by my duty and Inclination ro that complyance _ —- 


© line, Thiat's 100 much, (ſaid the) ag die Eee 
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ſorbear to ln her ſelf to his advantage; 1 do not be- 


W /;:vc (aid me) among all the Ladies of ih Court,” there 


5 one which bath ſuch a Heart of Adamant as ro reje 
Orontes Affection, nor that the Credit of the King, or the 


hy own Merits have been able to do nothing. n 
My Prince wh@ was touched to the Heart with this 
Diſcourſe, would often have anſwered in a moſt obliging 
manner, had he not feared to have ler fall Words that 
might have diſcovered his Paſſion. This conſiderati a- 
lone had power to hinder a Return of ſach Courtiſſſ t 
made him retire to Joyn Diſcourſe with Roxana, Bam nde 
Memnon: and in this ſilence which cauſed a ſenſible decay 
in his Beauty, he continued, till one day wating on his 
fair Princeſs in the Garden, and ſhe ſingling him from 
the reſt, having been ſolicited to it by her deat Brother, 
took an Opportunity to enquire the cauſe of his ſadneſs, 
and having a while looked earneſtly upon him. | 
Orontes (faid ſhe) After the proofs we had of your No- 
bleneſs and Civility, have we not reaſon alſo to believe you haue 
4 readyneſs to comply with Ladies, and particularly with them 
that Eſteem you y4 much as I do, who unfeignedly acknowledge 


My Prince, who was aſtoniſhed at the beginning of this 
diſcourſe, remained a while without reply, bur in the end 
that he might not continue ſilent: Madam (ſaid he with 2 
© a very low Submiſſion, ) There is ſo much Glory in pleaſ TY 
ing and obeying you, that were I not engaged both 4 


* obedicnce I find too high Recompences by it, ever ro fo: 
© ſake either of them bur with my Life. 25 
I expected no leſs (replied the Pinceſs) from a Civiliry 


ſo well known to ma; bur if I be not ſatisfied with words 


t 


„ and that the Intereſt I rake in your good, enclines me 


to require Proofs thereof, will you nor fall off from that 
4 Obedience you promiſe me, and leave me rhe: rrouble 

* and ſhame of a refuſal. My Prince not knowing whi- 
ther this diſcourſe would tend, anſwered (trembling with Love 
nd ReſpeR) © no Madam, I will never Retract the Vow _ 
I have made to obey you Eternally, and fliould Tin 
that honour meet my certain Death, it is roo Advantagis 


<©ou$ to me not te Embrace it as my moſt Glorious For- 
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© which caries me to demand this of you, is only from che 
* deſire I have for the preſervation of your Life, and onr i 
© of a Real Compaſſion of the trouble you are in, and the 
* Wulingneſs 1 have to procure irs redreſs, by all the means 
that ſhall depend upon my Aſſiſtance, and the Credit f 
< the King my Father. Av Madam ( ſaid he in much A- 
ſtoniſhment, and the tone of his voice quite altered) ba. 
3s it you at me? (repeating theſe words two or three 
times, and walking ſeveral paces without uttering an other 
word) when turning towards the Princeſs (fo changed that 
ſhe was troubled at it) as reſolved to quit himſelf of his 
Engagement though at the price of his Life. Yes Ma- 
dam (faid he) I will obey you though I fee my death In- 
© evirable in what you require of me; Iam ſenſible in rhe 
© offers I made you, I exempted ir not from the proofs of 
my obedience: the Princeſs much ſtartled at this, and the 
trouble ſhe perceived in his Countenance and Geftures, 
thinking ſhe had gone too far: No no (ſaid ſhe) Orontes, 
© I will Exact no proofs from you of ſo dangerous a na- 
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Gods for having given me but one Life to make Þx- 
= © piation for an 7 She the reparatiom whereot would 
require a tliouſand,  - 
IE The Princeſs was ſo ſenfibly rouched ar rhis free dedlath 
tion which the fo little expected, and which the cynceive 
A. no Prince ought to make to the Daughter of the 
„„, King in the World, char ſhe pülled away her hand, and 
looking upon him with an Eye full of diſdain whilft he 
ſtood trembling in Expectation of his Sentence: Orontes 
= (laid ſhe) .* if rhe wo; Aran J have to you for my Bro- 
= * cher's Life and the liberty of our Family, were not #5 
great as the fault you are guilry of, I ſhould not be de- 
ſtitate of means to make 'yqu know the nature of ag 
offence, which queſtionleſs obs kind Reception in this 
Couit has Emboldened you to be Guilty of. But -fince 
vubether I will or no I am Iudebted to you, and that by 
my Impertinent Curioficy, I my ſelf haye ſome ſhare in 
pour fault, I will Conceal it upon condition you never. 
more entertain me with ſuch like follies, and that you will 

8 © utcerly Obliterate, all thoughts of them on pain of my * 
Eternal diſpleaſure: 7 coup. be FOI © 
= My poor Prince, Thunderſtruck with theſe wards, de- 
prived of ſtrength and ſenſe without replying a word fell 
down at her feet with all the Signes of a dying Man, which 

fad Object touching her with compaſſion and Aſtoniſhmenr; 
and perhaps with an Affection taking Birth, She caft forth 

cry which ſoon brought a great deal of company thither 

and by their help my Prince coming a little to Eamlelf — 

he was in the Arms of Artaxerxes, who had bedewed his 
Face with his Tears, and to conceal che cauſe of this Accis 
dent beging Pardon of them for the trouble he had pur 
them to, he went with him {who by no means would leave 
him) to his lod ing. by PF 3 | 2 2 = E . 
Arxaxis would have proceeded but Lyſimachus, deſircuis 

to viſit Oroondates and Enquire of his healrh deferred till he 

255 done what he now thought was his duty to ſo brave 4 
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1 after a ſew hours returning with Araxis, de- 
L fired him to proceed in the further Relation of his 


Maſter's Fortunes and noble Adventures; who, recollecting 
dimſelf a while, thus went on with his Diſcourſe. 
Artaxerxes (ſaid he) who had brought my Prince to his 


Chamber, and got him to Bed, the better to give him reſt, 


tetired with the Company that had attended him thither, 


As ſoon as Oroondates faw himſelf at liberty, fetching ma- 


ny deep 3 and Groans, he fell into ſuch grievous Com- 
. phlaining of his cruel Deſtiny, and that with ſuch vehe- 
mency, that I verily believed his Soul was about to rake 
Ming upon the ſtormy Tempeſt that was raifed in it; and 
this conſtrained me ro comfort him all I was able, in ſuch 
à torrent of Deſpair as I perceived him floating on and 
_ violently carried away from his Reaſon and Judgment by 


its Rapidiry, when ſcarce had I begun ro open my Mouth: 
Bur Ah (ſaid. he) Araxis, let me alone, and give this 
© miſerable Wretch leave to die in Peace; chain thy ſelf 


no longer to the ill Fortune of the moſt unhappy Man 


© on the face of the whole Earth; take my Gold and 
© Tewels, and whatever elſe I have left, to enable thy re- 
turn to thy Friends and inine ; looſe both the ſight and 


© remembrance of him who would overwhelm thee in his 
Ruins, if thou ſhouldeſt be ſo obſtinate as to accompany 
him; I endured thy aſſiſtance as long as I was ſuffered to 
” © live; but now that this is prohibited me, and that J have 


©. received the cruel Sentence of Death; leave me for ever, 


© and tell the King of Scythia the fatal News of Oroondates 
_ © his Deſtiny; tell him I am dead by a Sovereign Decree, 
pronounced by the faireſt Mouth in the World; tell him 


Darius takes Revenge by his Daughter for the defeat of 


- © his Armies, and that my Life attones for ſo many Thou- 
© ſands of his Subjects ſlain in cruel Wars. 207 
I muſt corfeſs ro you, Sir, that my Grief at this was ex- 

team; yet I laboured all I could to comfort and . 
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Condition wherein you ſee him: Why do you ftill de- 
* lay, when T have told you theſe tfings? You will not be 


ex- to blame in deſtroying the Man you have ſo much cauſe 
tle to hate: the King your Father will thank you, 3 | 
= oy : "Ste 
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| Oroondares perfiſting in his deſign of dying, 
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+ Siſter (who before ſhe. FRE was poſſeſſed with an 

* Hereditary hatred ) will think her ſelf extreamly obliged 
50 you for it. 

Artaxerxes, whom this unexpected diſcovery had ſtruck 
wich more Amazement than before, ſtood a while fixed and 
immoveable as a Statue, whilſt Tears trickled a a 5 


n 
fee him ſo ſlow in taking Revenge, Theſe Tears eam ( id be} he) 
F injure your Courage, and this Irreſolution wrongs the 
* -Generofiry of Artaxerxes; let not this occaſion eſcape to 
revenge your ſelf of a | Enemy, and to oblige 
* a faithful Friend; my Death will be more glorious from 

* your Hand, rhan from my own ; and though borh ſhould 


< refuſe to give it me, Love, Grief, and CE will ſhort- 


* by accompliſh my Deſires. 
Prince Artaxerxes by this time being come out of his 


Amazement, and finding all real which ar firſt he ſup- 

had been bur a Dream, caſt his Arms abour Oroon- 
dates, and ſtrictly embraced him; by which my Prince, 
finding che great Love he bore him, notwithſtanding this 
Declaration | to be out- done in Generofiry, em- 
braced him with the like Affection; they held one another 
2 good while in this manner, that they ſeemed to become 


one Body: Bur ar laſt, Time having diſſipated Artaxerxes's iſ 
 Afﬀoniſhmenr, and given him leaſure to recover his Spirits, 
he ſaid with a ſerrled Countenance, Great Prince, the Er- 


tor your Diſguiſe has made me live in, cauſes in me as 

much Trouble, as the honour of ſeeing you in this PRE 
© does Joy for ſo unexpected a Happineſs ; I have failed 
< infinitely in my Behaviour towards you, and were I not 
© aſſured of your Goodneſs, all hope of Pardon would va- 
< niſh, as you (if I may ſay ſuch a thing) ſhall be a good 
© while before you obtain it for an Opinion chat has ſo 


„ mortally offended me: Cruel Oroondases, could you once 


* conceive that the change of your Condition, and the 
75 - harred of our Families, _ ne my Affection to- 
< wards you, or make me ſo 1 from rhe ſtrict 


* Rules of Virtue, as to lay 
revenge my ſelf of an Enemy, from whom I have re- 
* ceived my Life and Liberty; no, Poſterity ſhall not ble- 

 miſh Artaxerxes with ſuch a Crime, the Stain wher 
'* would remain Eternally in the Blood-Royal of Perfia. 

loved you as Orontes, but I will honour you as Oraon- 


0 3 If Statira, whom you tos _ honour with 
yout 


24 


ſuch an occaſion to 
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© your Love, be deſtitute of the ſame Inclinations, and 
© the ſenſe of the Pains you have taken for her, I will 
W «© diſown her as a Siſter, and declare my ſelf her Enemy; 
ack Wl © | rwichftanding 1 hope chat the Knowledge of yout 
nd W © Merirs and your Birth added to the force of my Per- 
W © fwaſions, will be able ro prevail much with her, againſt. 
'© whom I rake your part with ſo ſtrong a Paſſion, that you 
* ſhall ſoon perceive how dear your Interefts are to me: All 
© the Recompence I pretend to by it, is no more than to 
© change the manner of your diſcontented Life, ſeeing Þ 
* can take no pleaſure in mine while you are ſo afflicted, 
and that from henceforth you oughr to rely upon my 
Care in whatſoever ſhall concern you. | 225 
This fo effectually wrought with my Prince, that all 
the Words in the World are not capable to 5 the 
ſudden Joy he conceived, which in his weak Condition 
had like to have proved fatal to him by its exceſs. He 
returned the Prince of Perſia infinite Thanks, with many 
ſtrict Embraces, and Words full of Acknowledgment, in 
the moſt obliging terms; and no ſooner they parted, but 
that generous Friend went directly ro his Siſter's Apart- 
ment to ſollicit my Maſter's Affairs, rejoycing he had 
found the means to requite part of his Engagement; and 
finding her alone, fitting down by her, and a while filent- 
uf looking upon her, preſſing her Hands gently between 
his; Siſter (laid he, with a Voice leſs aſſured than at other 
times) is it not true that you love me well > The Princels 
wondering at this Queſtion, and looking earneſtly on him 
a while, replyed, © Yes, Brother, it is true, and i is not 
< truer that I am Szatira, than it is that I love Artaxerxes 
more than all the World; nor do I believe you doubt, 
whatever the Cauſe of ſuch a Queſtion may tend to ar 
© this time. I ask nor ſo much (replied he) and T will never 
* envy another that which he hath deſerved better than 
© my ſelf : Wonder not, Siſter, (continued he) if I ask 
. You Queſtions, which you may think very ftrange ; I 
: did really believe you loved me, and upon that pre- 
ſumptien have laid a Foundation for my Life: bur ſec 
© well to the Confirmation you give me of it; and re- 
member, if you have the Heart to repent you, when L 
© ſhall deſire proofs, yon ought no longer to bold Ar- 
„ Faxerxes for your Brother, but for the Man you have 
Ns moſt mortally offended, and one whom you will moſt 
h ſend wo bis Gre. 
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I alſo will believe, that deſiring only things that are eaſie, 


©. preſervation - and it is rather me than him you make to 


© ful ro him; and therefore ſought a Death, ſo much de- 
© fired, to eaſe his Miſeries: Remember, Siſter, the great 


tive, and Artaxerxes in his Grave, but for the Genero- 


to his Diſcourſe with much Afſtoniſhmenr, interrupted him, 
crying, O Gods, Brother, do you abuſe me, or muſt I 
credit what you ſay ? You ought to do fo (replied the 
Prince) when I tell you nothing but the Truth; and 1 | 
conjure you to receive him as his Birth, Merit, and Bl a. 


Part J. 

Till now, the Princeſs was bur little moved with his 
Diſcourſe ; bur perceiving with bow much Earneſtneſs he 
ipoke, and reflecting on his laſt Words, ſhe ſeriouſly an- 
wered, © The Prince of Per/ia, I well know, has ſo much 
Affection for his Siſter, that he will never defire any 
* thing from her unworthy of either of them, neither will 
© ſhe refuſe him even her Life, if he demands it, as a proof 
© of her Affection. I will ever (replied the Prince) be 
ready to lay down my own for the Conſervation of 
© yours; and I will rather conſent ro my own Ruin, than 


to your Diſadvange. You have reaſon to believe it, and 


* and which you ought to do, you will not refuſe them, 
©* when your Brother's Safety is concerned. In brief, dear 
* Siſter, (not ro detain you longer) it is my own Life I 
© beg of you, in that of my dear Orontes, both of them 
3 ately depending upon you; and you ought not to 
judge otherwiſe of the Condition I am in, than that you 
© have reduced him to: If he dies, it is impoſſible I ſhould 
re; if he lives, I ſhall be indebted ro you for my own 


* tuffer the Puniſhments of that Preſumprion whereof you 
© do. accuſe him. Look on him no longer as Orontes 
Prince of the Maſſagetes, bur as Prince Oroondates, Son 
* and Heir to the great King of Scythia ; and ſuch a one, 
that I may, without Injury ro the Crown of Perſia, beg 
that of you fot him, which with ſome Juſtice you might 
© have denied ro Orontes. Be not amazed, dear Siſter, 
+ bur rake this I tell you for a certain Truth, which he 
revealed nor bur in the laſt Extremity, when he conſidered 
© his Life (after the repalſe you gave him) no more uſe. 


© things he has done, and that Statira had been a Cap- 
© firy and noble Vertues of this great Prince, who by me 


not have preſerved, but for your ſake. He would have 
gone on, when the Princeſs, who had attentively hearkened 
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= Services oblige you to do. What (ſaid ſhe) would you 
“bave me love the Son of our inveterate Enemy? Surely 
| if you well conſider how highly ir will offend him, to 


= whom we owe our Being, you will not think it un- 
WE reaſonable if I diſobey you. I ſhall think it (replied the 
prince) * a greater Cruelry than Death ir ſelf, having yow- 
ed ſuch Friendſhip to the Prince of Scythia, that our For- 
wtunes are henceforward inſeparable. If you will not 
fſave his Life, 1 beſeech you detain me here no longer, 
and believe you ſhall never ſee Artaxerxes more but ar 


5 © his Funeral. hes y Pos 
i 1s it poſſible (ſaid the Princeſs) you ſhould be fo 
wy ðpaſſionately concerned for a Man, who has ſo often ſhed 


= © the Blood of your Nation, and with whom you can hope 
for no Peace, ſo long as his Father and yours are living. 

But the Prince uſed ſo many Arguments to overcome thar 
Reſentment, and urged ſuch ſtrong Reaſons, that in the 
end he prevailed, not only over that, but all othet Ob. 
ections; till ar laſt, raiſing her Head, which ſhe had held 

down, and coming our of a d 


Study, . ſhe looked on 


to i him with ſomething a kinder Eye, and caſting her Arms 
'Ou about his Neck, ſaid, Mell, Brother, what then muſt I ds 
25 to ſatisfie you 2 The Prince tranſported with Joy to ſee her 


ne, BY braced her, You muſt (anſwered he) cure poor Oroon- 
Deg © dates, by a uſage contrary to that which put him into 
ght © a Condition you ſhall ſee him in, and by diſavowing the 
8 © harſh words you ſpoke to him: Will that ſuffice for 
a 5 © your Satisfaction ? ( ſaid rhe Princeſs) No, no, Siſter, 


wroughr to ſuch a Temper, after he had tenderly em- 


(faid the Prince) but when you have raiſed him again 
© from the place where your Diſdain has laid him, you 
* muſt give him leave to love and ſerve you: allow me 


cat Bl © this, it you would have me the [happieſt of ail Men 
living, and I ſhall defire no greater Favour from you. 
. © You'1e very troubleſome Brother { anſwered Statira 


ſmiling) © yer fince I have done ſo much, I will refuſe 
* you nothing more, bur will leave to you the whole Care 
and Management of an Affection, into which you are 


ned 8 going ro engage me, and wherein I foreſee an infinite 
1 1 Number of Obſtacles; your Prudence ſhall make way 
t 1 * through them, if you can: And remember I Have but 4 


the * ſmall ſhare in the Fault you make me commit. 
The Prince extreamly overjoy'd, after many Thanks and 

50 dear Expreſſions, laboured to make her reject all the Fears 
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dat affanlted hier, and left her not till ſhe bad (as he i 


_ found) a great deal of good Will xowards my 
ince ; and Artaxerxes quickly perſwaded the Queens to 

Y kim a viſit, wich whom the Princeſs went, and ſeeing 
Kim in ſo pitious a Condition, {though ſhe looked on hin 
wich ſome Confuſion and Diſorder of Mind) her Good. 
neſs made her ſhed ſome Tears, that introduced an Af. 
' fection which grew upon her beyond reſiſtance, and made 
her reſolve to cherifh it, and break through all Difficulries; 
and when ſhe perceived the reſt withdrawn to the Win. 
dow, by the contrivance of Artaxerxes, to give her a freet 
liberty ; coming nearer him, and wiping away ſome Tears 
that ſtood in her ſtarry Eyes, Mhat (ſaid ſhe with a very 
low Voice) will Orontes die? Yes, Madam, (replied he, 
trembling all over with Love and Fear) he will die as he 
ought to do, and if he hath ſo long deferred to give you that 
proof of his Care to pleafe you, do not accuſe bim for is, 
fince he hath done what he could, and what he ſhould, t. 
fatisfie you. Let Orontes die if he will, (replied the Prin- 
ceſs) ſo Oroondates lives. My Prince quite loſt in that 
ſudden ſurprize of Joy and Aﬀonifhmenr, was ſo ftruck for 
a time, that he was at a loſs for words ro make reply; 
but recovering himſelf, and conſidering he had bur a lit. 
tle time to anſwer, Oroondates ( ſaid he) would live, Madam 
af ſhe for whom he both will and ought to die, did but conſent 
toe bis Life: To which the Princeſs ( ſeeing the Queens 
moving towards them) anſwered in haſte, She not 8nly con. 

' ſents to it, but alfo. entreats it; and if ſhe bas any Powe 

ever Oroondates Commands bim to live, She perhaps had 
- Faid more at this time, but their coming hindered it: How- 
ever, this little aſſurance darted like a Ray of Heaven) 
Light into my Maſter's ſorrow clouded Soul, and gave 
him Extaſies of Joy and Contentment, calling Arta xer ri 
his good Angel, often proteſting Eternal Fidelity and Ser- 
vice to him; and fo powerfully this Change wrought, that 
in a few Days he recovered his Health, and went to rc 
gay the Viſits he had received; which Recovery cauſe 
a general Gladneſs in the Court, and baniſhed that Sor- 
tow which the Apprehenſions of the Danger he was in, hal 
viſibly ſpread in the Faces of thoſe that were concerned 
at his Sickneſs. „„ | | 
When he had waited on the King and Queens, and 
paid his Acknowledgments with profound Duty and Re 
ſpe, he went do the Princeſss Apparunent, where bh 
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found them with their Couſin Roxana; he made his Ad- 
dreſs wich the fame Fear and Reſpect that of late had a- 
companied him in Statira s preſence : But Artaxerxes, who 
came chirher almoſt as ſoon: as he, holding Pari/atzs and 
Roxana in Diſcourſe, to oblige him gave him as free 
liberty as he could expect to entertain his fair Princeſs; 
and not willing to looſe that Opportunity, having 1 ö 
a while filently upon her, at laſt he ſaid (with an in- 
ward Trembling ) I know nor, Madam, whether in giving 
© me leave to hve, you have alſo Feu me the liberty 
of ſpeaking in your preſence; but though I were for- 
© allowed me, that I may return her Thanks, who hath 
© preſerved my Life. The Princeſs, who now began to 
give way to the tendereſt Paſſion, ' perceiving by his wiſhful 
= Looks and Silence, he expected her anfwer, was not flow 
in rerurnirg it: Our whole Family ( ſaid ſhe) hath Ob- 
© ligations to you of rhe ſame Nature, and I ſhould have 
but a very little ſenſe of Gratitude, if I had nor contri- 
* bured all that depended on me towards the Health of a 
* Perſon, to whom we are ſo infinitely indebred. 
© Thoſe ſmall Obligations ( replied my Prince) carried 
their Recompence along with them, and all rhe Services 
* I ſhall be able to do you in the whole courſe of my Life, 
are too gloriouſly compenſated already, if the Chariry 
* you had to a dying Man be not extinguiſhed to one you 
© ſee in better Health. I did too good a Work {ſaid the 
Princeſs, almoſt ſmiling) * ever to repent the doing it whilit 
© I breath, and beſides the knowledge of your Quality, 
© your Merits, and our Engagement, my Brother's Satis- 
faction is ſo dear to me, that I to it will always Sacri- 
* fice the better part of my owd Inclinations ; no, I forbid 
* you not to make favourable Interpretations of what fo 
© nearly concerns you; and I ſhall not take it ill, if you 
believe you are conſiderable enough of your ſelf to de- 
* ſerve them: True it is, I was moved by my Brothers 
* Solicitations to do thaſe Actions which you ſtile Chari- 
table; bur I will nor bluſh ro confeſs, that if I had be- 
lieved I might and oughr, I ſhould of my own accord 
© have done what I did by his Perſwaſion. My Prince was 
ſo extaſied with Joy ar this Declaration of his dear Prince, 
that he was ready to caſt himſelf at her Feet, and make 
known. the Motion of his Soul by his Action; but con- + 
kdeting the Place where he was, and the Company __ 
54, 35 FZç½n ü; We 4 WOT. i WY SEND Eyes 
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Eyes were upon him, with ſome violence put upon himſelf, 
ar that time only ſaid, with Eyes all Languiſhing through Ex- 
_cefs of Joy ; I perceiv'd well, Madam, from the happy Mo- 
ment that firſt gave me to you, ſomething Divine made me 
© Reverence you in an Extraondinary manner, and I receive 
Proofs of that Divinity in the abſolute Power you have 
over our Lives, you took mine away by a Sentence my 
Temerity Extorted Juftly from your fair Mouth, you 
'© reftored it me by words which your compaffion produced; 
© and now: my Happineſs is with ſo undeſerved a Mercy, 
that my Joy has no bounds, as being drawn out of an 
| © Abyſs of Miſery, and raiſed to a Glory that ought to 
< by Envyed by the greateſt Man on Earth. 
The Rapture he was in would have made him ſay a 
great deal more, if the Princeſs had not Interrupted him: 
? Orcondates (anſwered ſhe) I without queſtion do more 
© than J ought if I conſider who I am, bur if I likewiſe 
© confider who you are and what you have done for us 
and particularly for my ſelf, I conclude I ſhould be moſt 
'< Ingrateful, if I did not Expreſs ſome Acknowledgment 
aof that Affection, whereof you have given me ſo great 
and dangerous Proofs: Ir is true I was not pleaſed that 
© Orontes, ſhoul dare to Love me, but ſeeing my Brother 
thinks fit Oroondates ſhonld, I have no Argument againſt 
it; yer I Conjure you to behave your ſelf, and to Live 
© in ſuch a manner both for your own ſake and mine, that 
neither of us may be ſuſpected to hold Intelligence. 
© The reflecting on this thought makes me tremble, and 
-© when thoſe Obſtacles, that frighred not you come into 
my conſideration, I am fo amazed at your Deſign, that 
EI can only leave the conduct of it, to the Gods, your 
© own Prudence, and my Brother's Afiftance, © © 
My Prince receiving Marks of his Princeſs's Aﬀection 
beyond his Expectation, Replyed; No doubt Madam, but 
© the favour of the Gods, and Prince Arta xeræes his Good - 
© nefs, which have given way to the birth of a moſt pure 
Affection, will Crown it with ſucceſs; and that Heredi- 
* rary Hatred which makes the greateſt Hindrance, will I 
© hope yield to Juſter conſiderations ; for my part ſince you 
'* honour me in commanding it, I will ſo behave my ſelf, 
that a Fortune I have never deſerved ſhall never be ſuſpect⸗ 
ech and though the Prince of Scyehia, ſhould be diſco- 
veted in the court of Perſia, the Princeſs Statira, (ſhall 


w 


not 
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dall not appear more faulty than the Princeſs Pari- 
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reife: for being paiſionately in love with him her ſelf, 
_ and wich all her cunning and plain Expreſſions, not being 
5 able to ſharter his Reſolutions, or make him encline in che 
x eaſt to favour her in her Pretenſions, bur rather to deteſt 
My, her for the ſenſible trouble ſhe gave him, in the birth of 
* bis Affection to his Princeſs; this wicked Woman la- 
* boured all chat was in her power to diſſolve the Band that 
united the Souls of theſe Illuſtrious Perſons. She was 
1 indeed a Princeſs, Daughter to Cohort anus, Couſin German 
: to Darius, and Governour of the Province of the Sacans, . 
wy very Cunning, and tolerably Beautiful; fo that in che 
iſe end ſhe captivated Alexander the Great, who made her 
ng his Queen, as you well know : And therefore, paſſing 
ot that over, I ſhall only tell yeu farther, that the firſt time 
nt my Maſter oblerved per Inclinations towards him, Was 
gh at the Wedding of, the valiant Memnon, with the fair 
a Princeſs Barſiaa, Daughter ro Artabanus; bur then and 
2 afterwards, finding he appeared inſenſible of hex Words | 
Ut and Actions, thcugh plain enough to be underſtdod, ſhe - 
. one day ſlipt a Paper into his Sleeve, Which he found 
hp when he retired into his Chamber: He ſuſpected not the 
06 Truth ar firſt, but having opened ir, he ſaw theſe words, 
4 which he read before me, and which made him ſufficiently 


know the Perſon that had written them; 


nat W poſſible, Orontes, that my paſt Actions ſhould 
nor have diſcovered my Inclinations ro you, and that 


contrary to Decency and Modeſty you force me to de- 
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deſpiſed them, and did all he could to ſhun her Conyerſa- 


| 
71 tion, elpecially in private; and in the mean time he re- 
a ceived ſo many proofs of Friendſhip from his Princeſs, as 
wel he had never wiſhed for greater; and then ir was that © 
all be was truly Happy, boch by Arcazerxes his Affiſtance, and 
oo WY? 4477#'s Iaclination. But Fortune, who makes her Pa- 
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| "He had proceeded but Roxana, who miſtruſted ſome- 
ching from this long Diſcourſe, came maliciouſiy to inter- 
rupt it, as ſhe did afterward all the Joys of my Prince s 


Clare I love you ? Tis true, Orontes, you do conſtrain 
me to it, but make not a wrong ule cf it, nor under- 
value her, who hath ſufficiently undervalued her ſelf,” 
in doing that for you, which ſhe ought ro have expected 


'Tis true, my Prince concealed her Follies, thoug be P 
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ſtime of our Deſtinies, had only raiſed him to that height, 
to hurle him down with a greater Violence into the bor- 

tomleſs Abyſs of Miſeries, in which he has been plunged 
the remainder of his Days; for now the Wars, that bad 
been lain aſleep for a time between Perſia and Scythia, 
awakened as Cruel as ever,, ro diſturb my Prince's Joys, 
and the quiet Repoſe of laſting Happineſs he had fondly 
promiſed to himlelf : for the Scythians, having the Year 
before been invaded by the Perſians, reſolved to” requite 
it by carrying War into Perſia at an unlucky time, when 
Alexander invaded Aſia, and had already made the 
Terror of his Name ſpread by the Defeat of the T:bul. 
lians, and the taking of Thebes : And though Darius, the 

moſt Potent Monarch in the World, deſpiſed this young 


Conqueror, and threatned him with Rods, his grave 
Councellors were of a different Opinion, and gave advice 
he ſhould oppoſe him in Perſon, whilſt one of his Lieu- 


tenants managed the War againſt the Scthians; and that 
Charge was given to the Conduct of Prince Artabaſus, an 
old experienced General, with 200000 Men, and that 
Prince Artaxerxes ſhould accompany him, whilft Darius 
prepared greater Forces to oppole the Macedenian. My 


Prince, who reſolved not to leave his dear Brother, was 


much troubled that he muſt now Engage againſt his own 


Country, by a Cruel Neceſſity; but after a long and ſtor- 


my Conteſt in his Breaſt, between his Obedience and 
Love, and his Inviolabie Friendſhip to Prince Artaxeræxes, 
powerfully joyning with the latter, it after much ſtrug- 
gling prevaiied.; though the Prince of | Perſia laboured all 


he could to perſwade him from it, expreſſing his own. 


Sorrow and hard Fortune, that conſtrained by Honour, 
and the Tyes of his: Obedience, contrary to his Inclina- 
tions, he was to War agaipſt the Father of his dear 
Friend, vowing to ſpare the Lives of his Subjects all that 


M9 his power, 


went with Artaxerxes to Statiras Lodging, whom they 
found in her Cloſer ſo extreamly afflicted, that for a time 
they diſpaired of Comforting her, and her Tears appear- 
ing as ſo many Omens, forerelling, ſome great Misfortune 


at hand, they could not refrain ſhedding ſome to beat 
hers company ; after which Ara xc, to oblige my Prince. 


reoetires 


he Army being now ready to march, and my Prince 
having prepared bis Equipage, after having taken leave 
of the King, the Queens, and the Princeſs Pariſatis, he 
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a retired ro converſe with ſome Ladies that were in the 
5 Chamber; when Oroondates, kneeling at her Feet, and 
F taking her fair Hand between his, whereon he paſſionately 
f imprinted many tender Kiſſes; Madam (ſaid he) you would 


much wrong me, if pou were not maſt aſſured that your Griæfs 
are at leaſt as ſenſible to me as to your ſelf, but if in the 
Unba ppl neſs which ſeparates me from you,' I might yet. hope 
for any good Fetune; O Gods, how Infinite a one it would 
grove to ne, if I could pretend to any ſhare in the Tears I ſee 
you ſhed, and if the departure of a dear Brother, whom, next to 


fs eur ſoif, I love and honcur above all the World, were not the 
„sr cccaſion of chem 2, * You were never ſo Ingrateful, 


Oroondates, ( anſwered rhe Princeſs, in a ſad tone) if af» 
© rer the Proofs I have given you of my Friendſhip, you 
* ſhould any ways doubt it; and bur dim-fighred, if you 
* perceive not your departure does very ſenbbiy afflict 
© me, Tis true, I love Artaxerxes better than my. elf, 
yet my Affections to Prince Oroondates give no place 
to that I bear to him; che Tears I ſhed are indeed for 
* both, bur if they. can ſuffer 4a Difference without in- 
juring my Kindneſs to ſo loving a Brother, you have 
leave to make a judgment of them ro your Advantage, 
and draw Comfort from it in our common Calamity, if 
you can take any from things of ſo ſmall a Moment. 
My Prince was fo overjoy d at theſe. words, that he 


on was ſcarce able to comain himſelf within any Bounds of 
15 Moderation: he expreſſed his Thanks, and the high Satis- 


faction he conceived in the moſt obliging Terms, renew 
ing, by repeated Vows and Promiſes, his Eternal Fidelity, 
and had the like Aſſurances from the Goodneſs of his 
Princeſs. I ſhould be over-tedious to you, in repeating 
il the Words and Endearing Expreſſions that paſſed ar 
his rime between theſe two Illuſtrious Lovers; and their 
unwillingneſs to part, with the new Stream of Tears that 
fHowed from their Eyes, preſaged their future Misfortunes. 
Haxerxes, impatient of ſo long a ſay, re-entered to the 


ö e : d 
Is Coder, and put a ſtop to the freedom of their Diſcourſe; 
hey Ind perceiving Tears yer flowing from the Eyes of the 


108 gau are deſcended, to ſhow Jo little Courage to them, 
lam your Grief teuohes ſo [onfibly 3 mbat| could you do mere, 


l eat F you ſaw one of us carried to oun Funeral, to receive the 
ince aft Duties of Affection from you ? Ah, Cruel Brother, (cryed 
of lie ) with what black Oimens 3 you threaten me, and with 
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what unfortunate Preſages do you redauble my Serrows ! M. 
Jeu not pardon theſe ſmall Teſtimenites of them to the Friend. 
ſhip I bear you, and to that your ſelf have given birth to. 

1 am much obliged to you for both, (replied the 
Princeſs) © but I ſhould be joyed to fee you bear this 
© parting with} more Moderation: ſo exceſſive a · Sadne\ 
© may make it be believed, that in this Separation you 
* lament more than a Brother; not but the Proofs of Af. 
fection you beftow- on my Oroondates are as pleaſing to 
me as to himſelf : But, dear Siſter, theſe Tears were 
more excuſable, if you were deprived of all Hope to 
ſee him again, and if they were nor prejudicial ro what 
we hitherio have fo carefully concealed. M1! they 
{anſwered the Princeſs, ſomewhat - moderating her Grief) 
I will endeavour to bear what is impoſſible for me to avoid; 
but however, Oroondates, I recommend Artaxerxes to you ; and 


E 


E 


you Brother, be careful of Oroondates his Safety, ſince qu 
have engaged me to love him. _ | 
After theſe and many other Diſcourſes, ſeeing the Day 
draw to a cloſe, as they were taking their leave, ſhe gave 
my Prince a Bracelet of her Hair, which the ried about Wil * 
his Arm, and which he wore a long time after, notwith- Wl 
ſtanding all the Accidents that befel him; and reſting a Ml © 
well as they could that Night, early in the Morning they n 
received the King's laſt Orders, and departed bravely if © 
mounted to overtake the Army that had marched three a 


Force they would have done againſt any other Enemy) 
than the Father and Subjects of Or | 
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0 By this time, having broken into the Squadrons, and 
made the Barrel ſwerve, Artaxerxes perceiving a Rich 

| 7H Standard, and doubring the King of Scythia might be near 

” this ir, and that preſſing on he might, contrary ro his Mind, 
ed involve him in the General Deſtruction, he grew cold in 
you the height of the Action, and ſtayed the Fury of his Men, 
Na by Entreaties and Commands; and not taking ſo much 


Care of himſelf in that Hurry as he ought to have done, 
he received rwo Wounds, from which the Blood ran down 
apace; wh.ch Oroondates perceiving, rid up cloſe to him, 


* 
Were 


8 Artaxerxes (ſaid he) F your Friendſhip to me makes you ſuf= — 
then Fer Sour Jeff to be killed, my Death ſhall quickly free you from 
rief) e Conſideration. He had ſcarcely ſpoke theſe words, 
ot. ben be faw that dear Friend receive a third Wound, 
which ſo all over enflamed my Prince with Fury, that he 
. * flew upon him that gave it, and ſoon laid him Dead ar 


| his Feet, preſſing with ſuch a daring Valour, thar he ſoon 
Daf made an Incredible Slaughter of thoſe that oppoſed his 
Paſſage ; and Artaxerxes ſeeing him ſo far Engaged, and 


gave ll - þ | | 
Abou in ſome Danger, was nor flow ro {ſecond him, forgetting 
with. all Confiderarion of his own Wounds and Safety, ſhowing 
88 10 Proofs of an Incomparable Valour. I did my Endeavour 
tber ro ſecond them, and keeping as cloſe as I could, I ſaw 
avely the Perſians animated by their Glorious Example, fight 


three i with ſo much Courage, that their Enemies retired before 
they them in much Diſorder : but ſoon after new Reſerves, wha Fe 


face! ame to ſuccour them, encompaſſed them on every ide: 
> the There it was (O Migforrune, which Afia can never recover) ) 


wit bf ar Poor Arcaxerxes, being no longer held with any Con- 
andel (i ſderation, Fighting for the Life of his dear Oroondates,” 
when i whom he ſaw in extream Danger, after his Sword had 


"bleſ hemmed him in, with a Rampart of Dead Bodies; fell in 


1 thit the end himſelf above them, Jooſing his precious Life by 


one! great Number of honourable Wounds : the laſt Teſti- Ts 


tha mony of his Affection was, to turn his Dying Breath into 
den Farewell to my Prince; who ſeeing this Killing Sighr, 
fut. and not able to Recover the Body of His dear Friend, in- 
ations Fired with Rage and b he flew upon thoſe thar © 
"their ſtood in his way, and made fuch a Slaughter of them in 
u tha WY ort time, that the Blood, wherewith he was beſmeared © 
neu all over, made him look Dreadful in a moment. He fought 
o longer for his Life, but having reſolved to looſe it, he 
dean to accompany it by fo many others, that the Ghoſt 
Bj of Artaxerxes ſhould be fully ſatisfied; ſo that on the 

=__ Eo Point 
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Point of a Thouſand Swords he had found that Death he | 
ſo earneſtly deſired, had he not been forcibly carried 
away by. the Throng of a great Number of cur flying 
Men; and though to prevent it he ſtruck ar all Indiffe. 
_ rently, yer it proved in vain ; for being; lifred our of hs. 
Saddle, he was born from the Ranks ; and Nighr coming 
on, the Bartel ceaſed. The Scythians, though they loſt a 
great Number of their Men, had the Honour to keep the 
Fie d, whilſt the Perſians retired a little, and cauſed the 
Bodies of the Slain, both Perjians and Scythi ans, to be burnt 
on huge Funeral Piles, which diſappointed us of the Re. 
covery of the Body of Artaxerxes, which would have been 
ſome Comfort ro my Maſter in his deep Sorrow, that he 
might have done his laſt Duty of paying him thoſe Fu- 
neral Rites, due to ſo dear a Friend, and ſo great a 
Prince. | ö 
My Prince being Entranced by Loſs of Blood, h's many 
dangerous Wounds, and the Wearinels of the Fight, we 
found a means, by the help of three Soldiers, to carry 
him to the Town of Briſa, where we had left our Bag. 
gage; and being admitted by the Governnouf, we got 
him to Bed in his Lodgings, and upon ſearch found he 
had reeeived five or fix dangerous Wounds ; bur whilt 
the Surgeons were endeavonring to dreſs them, he opened 
his Eyes, and appeared wonderfully Aſtoniſned to find he 
was yet alive, crying out as loud as his Weakneſs would 
ſuffer him; O Gods, do you ferce me to live ſtill; and then 
pauſing a while, Barberous People (continued he to thoſe 
about him) you ſtrive but in vain to preſerve my Life, and 
the Gods, who have thus long permitted you to preſerve it, 
have not left me deſtitute of Means to take it away, And 
indeed all the Endeavours we could uſe ro perſwade him 
to live, proved in vain, when the pitious Death of bis 
dear Artaxerxes came into his Mind. He attempted often 
to lay Violent Hands on himſelf, till rhe Conſideration of 
Statiras Love, and the Sorrow his Death, in all likelihocd, 
would cauſe in that fair Princeſs, being urged to him by 
me, with many ſtrong Reaſons, awakened his Paſſion, and | 
made bim begin to think of Life, that he might keep the 
Vows he had made her; yer his Sorrow continued with 
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ſo many Tears and Sighs, as made me fear That alone Wi bis 
would ſend him to his Grave, He was viſited by the BW taki 


Governour, and many of the greateſt Quality in the place, 
who having ſeen him in ſuch high Fayour with Dal 
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Theſe. words having ſtirred up a Deſire in 12 Prince to 


4 


and ſtrong. Towns of 4/ia, ſince your ſelf has been,a 
Wirneſs of his Prodigious Conqueſts, and know: them - 
better than I; yet this Diſcourſe of the Goyenmans, 
1. . more at large, much troubled. my Prince,; what 
bis Wounds ſhould | 
taking the Field. 
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Great Gods, (eryed he) are you ſo much concerned in the 
Sieg of ane Mm, that to raile him up ven will deſtroy the 
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bs Image that comes neareſt to your Grearneſs : ? Ab, how uf 
do ybu puniſh the meanneſs of my Spirit 2 And how den! , 
= do you make me buy this Life, which I fo wretchedly Lang 
1 out ſince the Death of my dear Artaxerxes. And now i 
= Was that he laboured to be healed, that in this Extremiy 
he might not be wanting to the Father of his fair Princek: 
yer his Wounds, that were very deep, kept him in Bed: 
conſiderable time, notwithſtanding all the Endeayours tha 
on were uſed to cure them. 
= Atraxis having meaſured his Diſcourſe out till the Even 
| ing, Lyſi 8 was willing to defer the Proſecution of i 
: rl” another G portunity; "and having vifited Oroondate, 
and refreſhed ch emſel ves, 225 berook themſelves to theit 


KRepoſe. 
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Hilft oibiers thjojed the Quiet of Steep to refreſt 

weary Nature, and recover the decay of Strength 
8 Toils of the Day had enfeebled, Prince Oroondates con- 
"rinned Reſtleſs, and the cruel Thoughts of his Murthered 
- Princeſs baniſhed all Slumber from his Eyes, and Peace 
from his Mind: ſometimes he fancicd ſhe ſtocd before him 
' Crimſoned in her own Blood, and with up-lifred Hands 
and filenr Looks, cra ved a ſpeedy Revenge on her Mur. 
therers ; and ſo many ftrange Fancies and Imaginarions 
worked ſtrongly on him, that they made him expreſs him- 
ſelf in terms which little differed from a Diſtractien J and 
ſo he continued tormenting his Spirits till the Sun- beams 
Degan ro appear upon the Earth: When falling into a litt 
Slumber, he thought his Princeſs appeared to him in all he! 
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Comely Beauties, and verily believed he heard her Voice 8 

at his Bed's head; which often having pronounced his M 
Name, ſaying; b tis he, Oronres, my dear Ofontes, Ip 
Theſe Words which he believed he eeQually heard, de 
wakened bim in à ſtart, and drawing the Curtain, he M 
e be lr i. in his Chamber the” YOu Face of his dear i (1 
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Frarire, This Belief having marvelouſiy ſurprized bim, 


av) and made him ſend forth a loud Cry, thruſting our his 
wh Head ro ſee her more diſtinctly, her Image ſuddenly va- 
v it niſhed from his Eyes, 55 . 


This troubled him exceedingly, as not being able to di- 
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nity | * 

eſs: ſtinguith, whether the force of his Imagination had repre- 
da ſented a Shape to his Fancy, or whether the Ghoſt of his 
that dear Princeſs had really preſented it ſelf to his fighr, which 


| caſt him into a ſtrange Perplexity; but the laſt Perſwaſion 
| being the ſtronger, he abſolurely believed Scatira appeared 


f it either ro comfort him in his Affliction, or ro animate him 
ate, by her Preſence to the Vengeance ſhe deſired at his Hands: 
heir in this Conceit he cried out, Mnither fly you, fair Princeſs? 


Vaniſo not fo ſoon from him that dies fer you ; fer even in 
Death yon appear no leſs Charming to me, than when you 
were all ve; and I ought not to be more hateful to ye now, 
than when I was your dear Orontes. He ſaid much more 
to this purpoſe, calling on the Name of Ly/imachus to 
haſten with him to the Revenge they reſolved to take. 
And no ſooner that Prince entred his Chamber, bur he 
told him what he had ſeen and heard, exactly deſcribing 
| rhe Princeſs in ſuch moving Words, that Lyfimachus joyn- 
ing his Hands, and ſhrinking up his Shoulders; Great 
Gods, (ſaid he) ſince you have been pleaſed our Deſtinies 
ſhould be linked together, never ſeparate them, but give 4 
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18th ſpeedy end to thoſe Miſeries, which have laſted too long al- 
OI ready. I do not doubt at all (ſaid he, turning towards 


the Prince) of the Truth of what you ſay, ſince my ſelf 


ace had juſt ſuch another Adventure; for paſſing through a 
him * long Entry near this Chamber, the Ghoſt of the Princeſs 
nds Pariſatis appeared to me; ſhe had her very Geſture and 
fur- * Countenance ; I would have caſt my ſelf at her Feet, 
ONS but ſhe ſo ſuddenly vaniſhed, that were it not for what 
im. * you tell me happen d ro you alſo, I ſhould have con- 
and * cluded my Fancy abuſed me, and that I had only ſeen 

ams in Imagination, what I ſaw Really and without De- 
ttle . 22 ĩð§Dwñͥ YET ON 

het In theſe Opinions they were both ſettled and con- 
ice i firmed, that nothing was able ro move ir out of cheit 

his Minds, inciting each other with much vehemency to a 

res, ſpeedy Revenge, for a Satisfaction to the Ghoſt of their 
rd, dear 'Princeſſes : However, Lyſimachus, who was rhe more 

he Moderate of the two, at this rime. pur my Prince off 


| {who would preſently have riſen to ſeek their Mortal 
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Enemies, and dye their revenging Swords in their vital 
Blood) by anſwering ſomewhar coldly ; A, ſoon (ſaid he 


 & you are in 4 better Condition to execute your ſuſt Reſoly. 


ton”, I will aſſiſt you in all things, and inſtruct you in what 


| Eftate the affairs of Predicas and Roxana, with the othe, 


Fuceeſſors of Alexander, are; and whilſt you take better vo 
Fer the recovery of your Health, I will ſpend the remain 
ef this-Day in viſiting the Temple of Apollo, a little diſtance 
from hence; and for you and my ſeif, enquire of tlie Oraci: 
what our Deſtinies or Fortune further deſigns in the end of 
eur Miſery, To this Oroondates (who refolved to die, ſince 
the Joy of his Life was raviſhed from him by a cruel and 
untimely Deſtiny ) was hardly brought to conſent ; bur by 
the urgent Perſwaſions of Lyſimachus, he with ſome dit. 


ficulty fuffered himſelf to be overcome; and having ftridtly 


embraced each other, they parte. 

This ſtately Temple was builded by King Artaxerxes 
one of Dariuss Predeceſſors, though contrary to the ordi. 
nary Cuſtom of the Perſians; for almoſt in all other Pro- 
vinces they made their Sacrifices in open Air under the 
Canopy of Heaven, for the moſt part on the tops of 
Mountains, making the Glorious Planet of the Day their 
Tirular Deity, at whoſe riſing they offered Sacrifices, Vous 


and Prayers. This Temple was adorn'd with Gold and 


Precious Stone, built the moſt Magnificent the World at 
that time afforded, and (being near the Euphrates and Bi. 
blow) was much frequented. Lyfmachus ſetting forward, 


ſoon arrived there, and found a Stranger of a confiderabie 


Stature, and Majeſtick Comlineſs, walking between a row 
of ſtately Trees, waiting the Hour the Prieſts uſually 
opend Te Gates, who he ſuppoſing came to che ſame 
intent himſelf had: done; he reſolved ro ſpend that time 
in holding ſome Diſcourſe with him, and entring into it, 


fon perceived him a Perſon of Extraordinary Parts, and 


one of a Brave and Generous Mind, yet under the Per- 
ſecution of Fortune's Inconftancy, as himſelf was. At 


that time Lyſimachus, in too great a ſenſe of his Miſeries, 


proceeded fo far as to accuſe the Gods themſelves of Par. 
rality, recounting many ſtained with Innocent Blood, and 
N of Kingdoms and Provinces, by Violence and 
Rapine, that they had ſuffered to flouriſh and proſper 
in the World even to Old Age, whilſt Innocent Vertue 


C4 


bad been oppreſſed by their Sufferance, and often reduced 
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Divine Pariſatis, (ſaid he) 1f, notwithſtanding your Diviniy, 
von have already vouchſafed to comfort this unfortunate Man 
by mur fight, and to lay aſide your Splendor, that inviron; 
you, to render your ſelf a fit Objeft fer the Weaknſs of bi: 
Hes; do not now refuſe him the ſame Favour, ſince he 1 
Hill the ſame Adorer if your Vertucs, and that in ſo ſolitay 
a place you may with more liberty honour him with the Com- 
mands he waits for from you. Theſe Words ended, he got 
up, and walking ſoftly, with his Arms a- croſs a Writing 
carved on the Bark of an Oak, preſented it ſelf to his 
Eyes; on the top were the Names of Caſſandra and Euridice, 
in great Letters, and underneath he read theſe words; 

© Whoſoever thou art, whoin Chance or Deſign ſhall 

© lead into theſe ſolitary Places, bewail the Misfortune of 
© delolare Caſſandra ; here it is that unhappy ſhe weeps, 
and will do ſo the remainder of her Days, both tor 
© what ſhe has loft by her own fault, and for what ſhe 
* has loſt by the Anger of the Gods: By her Tears ſhe 
Will deplore what the Gods have taken from ber; and 
© by her Tears ſhe will teſtiſie ro rhe ſame Gods, and to 

_ © the Memory of that which was ſo dear to her, the full 

45 1 ro of her Crime ; ſhe loved thar which ſhe ought 

© ro love; ſhe now loves that which is no more, and to 
© her Grave will conſerve her firſt and laſt Aﬀection pure 
and inviolable. 5 * > 
Many of the Trees, and even the Rocks, were marked 
with ſuch-like doleful Inſcriptions, which cauſed Ly/ima- 
chus, not without Tears, to Piry the hard Misfortunes of 
thoſe Perſons, who had engraven them; Great Gods, (ſaid 
he) It is not upon me alone you pour forth your Wrath, and 
the number of the Unfortunate is almoſt as preat as that of 
Men. In theſe ſad Thoughts be laid himfelf down again, 
and his Wearineſs produced a Sleep, that cloſed his Eyes 
till che Sun was ſer, and Darkneſs began to approach; 
when waking, and much ſurprized ar ſo long a Drow- 
 fineſs, he was driven from it by the Voices of two 

Men heard very near him talking earneſtly together, to 
which he liſten d with much Attention, himſelf not being 
perceived by chem; and by that Diſcourſe underſtood, 
that one of them, whom the other called Aſtyages, vehe- 
mently. perſwaded rhe Perſon he talked with to purſue his 
Love, and take by force what he {o much deſired and 
knguifhed for, if the Lady, who diſdained his Services and 
Aﬀetions, any longer refuſed ro comply with his — 
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He oppoſed this a long time, as nor agreeable to the ſtrict 


nity, Rules of a Vertuous Paſſion, and derogatory to his Ho. 
Man nour ; and that ſuch Uſage to the Daughter of his King, 
von, would unavoidably prove his utter Ruin, and redound to 
bis his Eternal Infamy ; bur the other uſed ſo many wicked 
1 Perſwaſions and Arguments, that ſtriking in with a Power- 
ax ful Paſſion, he prevailed; ſo that the other, at their going 
om. 


away, ſaid; Aſtyages, thou haſt overcome; thy Reaſons are 

= / tron, that it is impoſſible to defend my ſelf "againſt tbem; 
and notwithſtanding all the ræſiſtance I can make, I feel my 

= /:/f ſo gently forced to canſeut to what Flatters me ſo plen-. 

Vigb, that it is very difficult for me not to yield; I will 

= follow thy advice, and if the firſt means. (which T will try yer 

Fa while) prove ineſfectual, I will fly to what you adviſe, 

theugh my Ruin attends it, 4 1 EG” 
Lyſimachus gathering from theſe laſt Words, that ſome 

great Wickedneſs was about to be perpetrated on no lefs 


ſhe than the Chaſtiry of a Princeſs ; the Horrour ir cauſed in 
1 the Mind of that Vertuous Prince, made him reſolved, if 
n 


poſſible, 'ro croſs and hinder it, though ar the hazard of 
his Life: But though he followed them, they turned fo 


ul many ways in that mazy Wood, better known to them 
- than himſelf, that in the Darkneſs which came on apace to 
0 


his infinite Grief, he wandred quite another way than they 
had taken, not knowing where he was till he came 'to 
the Bank of the Euphrates, to which that vaſt Wood joyned; 


ed there he met his Servants in queſt of him, who had been : 
5 in great pain for his Abſence, and with them he went di- 
1 rectly to Oroondates his Chamber, whom he found awake; 


and after they had ſtrictly embraced each other, ſitting 3 
down on the Bed-ſide, he declared the Oracle to him: 54 
That great Prince having a while confidered the Words, 4 
thought he could eaſily interpret them, and proceeded to 
do ii m / ·—r-LV . ARR 

LLer the Dead expect the Duties of the Living ] That 
(ſaid he) is without queſtion, thoſe fair Souls expect the 
laſt Duties from us, ànd the Gods reproach us for our de- 
lay in irs performance. ¶ And let the Living hope: for the 


0 AſRance of the Dead] In this (continued. he) there is no 
5 doubt but What yet remains for us to do, for the ſatisfaction 


of thoſe pure Spirits, their aſſiſtance is neceſſary to us; and 


1 if we ſhould prove weak againſt ſuch powerful Enemies, 
d the remembrance of thoſe we loved, will, queſtionleſs, re- 
1 double our Forces: [ The Dead ſhall build rhe Fortunes of 
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the Living, and the Living ſhall eftabliſh the Repaſe of the m 
Dead ] This aſſures us, that from henceforth all our For. 
tunes conſiſt in the Death we ſeek, and the Revenge we 

bope for; and by this Revenge, and the Duties of a ſolemn 
Funeral, we ſhall eſtabiiſh the Repoſe of thoſe precious 
Spirits, who yet wander about, whilſt their Bodies are 
deprived of a Royal Burial. ¶ In the mean time, I will habe 
ehe Living live, and the Dead reſt, and botb the Living and 
the Dead expect my Pleaſure on the Banks of Euphrates] I ſee 
(aid Oroondates) more difficulty in the accompliſhment of 
this, chan in all the reſt; for if the Gods will have me 
live, they muſt reſtore me my Princeſs, or it is impoſſible 
I ſhould obey them: As for the Dead, indeed they may 
eafily reſt either upon the Banks of Euphrates, or on thole 
of Lethe. And ſee, dear Ly ſimachus, how 'theſe poor Souls 
ebey them; and how, though diveſted of their Bodies, they dare 
nat forſake thi place, carefully rendring the Deity that Duty 
. which is exacted from them.  Lyſimacius confirmed him in 
his Belief, and after ſome Diſcourſe on that Subject, told 
im the ſeveral Encounters he had in the Wood; he re- 
peated part of the Words he had read there, with rhe Name 
of Caffendra affixed to them; alſo the Conference of the 
wo Perſons he had not been able to hinder from an evil 
deſign : they deteſted their Wickedneſs together; and IA. 
machus perceiving the Night waſted apace, took leave, and 
tetired to his own Chamber, paſling the reſt of the Night 
as he was accuſtomed to do. ; 


The Contin the Hiſtory of 
Oroondates and Statira. 


XIO ſocner had the Morning fairly appeared, but Arexis 
4 according to the Promiſe he had made to Lyſmactss, 
came into his-Ubamber to pay him a Viſit, and proſecute 
the further Relation of his Maſter's Life and great Actions: 
that Prince having civilly ſaluted the Man, cauſed him 10 
f. down by his Bed-fide,- when he continued it on chis 
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If you were, Sir, (ſaid Aramis) touched at rhe be:ioning | 


af my Diſcourſe, I doubt not but you will be fo much 


r 
. 


more, by that which remains to be told you. My Prince 
was no {ooner recovered of his Wounds, but he haſted wy 
Darius, and came up with his Army, the Evening before 
che Bloody, Barrel of IU; yer reſolved not to make him- 
ſelf known till after the Fight, in which he hoped to da 
bomeching that might make him yer more dear, if poſſible, | 
to that great King; placing himſelf amongſt the Doriphores, vi 
or young Noblemen of Perſia, that as a Guard attended 
the Rich Chariots of the King, Queens and Princeſſes ; by 
which means he had the happineſs to ſee his fair Statira, 
unſcen by her, who doubted after the Barrel with the S. 
:b:ans, whether he was. not amongſt the Dead; and that 
Poubt had cauſed many Showers of Tears to fall from 
her Eyes. There were that Day 300000 Perſians in the 
Field; which Number might have gained an aſſured Victo- 
ry, had not DN Darius, driven on by his froward 
Deſtinies, taken the bad Counſel of ſome who peſwaded 
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J him to give Alexander Barrel in rhe Suse or narrow 
1 Paſſes between Rocks and Mountains; for in the plain 
,. Cround they might eaſily have encompaſſed his ſmall Num- 


ber, and overborn them by plain Force; but in theſe Paſſes 


their Fronts. were equal. Darius, Artabaſus, and Magens, 
und this Error roo late, when they perceived Ale anden 


near, and ready to Charge them. 


1 1 will not, Sir, trouble you with the Particulars of a ay 


Battel, wherein I have ſince underſtood your felf was pre 
ſent, and are a better Judge of Martial Actions than J. 
Let it ſuffice then, my Maſter fought near Darius in moumn- 3 
ing Armour, which he had worn ſince the Death of his 
dear Artagerxes, I never ſtirred from him, but ſaw: hir 
do things full of Wonder, He cloſed (as you kna-⅛/ p 
to Alexander himſelf, and thoſe two brave Warriors fanghr- 7 
furiouſly for ſome time, without any advantage on t 
hde, when they were violently parted with the Throngatf” 7 
heir Forces, and Darius was: born our of his Chariot, and. 7 
ncompaſſed with a great many Macedonians, - where:he 
would have been unavoidably Slain, or raken-Prifoner;thad © 


- wes EA reſcued him; for hearing the Report of thar 
s: ing's Danger, he turned his Horſe, futioufly ruſhing 
o MW” thoſe that were about him, he | crumbled Philotas and 


chens to the Ground, and making way with his Sword; - 


Where-ever he moved, he mounted the King en Philoras's © 
Horfe, ſending him out of the Preſs in the midſt of a 
Squadron of his own Men, when Alexander, fierce in the 
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Purſuir, returned to the ſame place; but the better to gize 
the King liberty to eſcape, my Prince charged him again 
with great Fury: And tho' Alexander, as all the World is 
ſenſible, was of a haughty Courage, and great Strength, 
yet in this Encounter my Prince had the advantage, by 
wounding him in the Thigh with his Javeline, and cut. 
ting the Straps of his Helmet, ſo that it fell to the Ground, 
and left his Head bare: twas then indeed that Alexander 
was in great danger; but he was ſoon relieved by his 
own Men, who got before him, and all together eharged 
Oroondates, and thoſe that were with him. This Diſcourſe 
put Lyſimachas into Aſtoniſnment and Admiration, to find 
this Prince the ſame, whoſe ſingular Valour he had ſeen 
in this Action, and ſo often praiſed, which alſo now he 
expreſſed in rhe moſt obliging Language, to the advantage 
of Oroondates. Which ended, Araxis proceeded; © You 

| know, Sir, (ſaid he) Darius loft the Field that Day, with 
che Lives of a Hundred and Ten Thouſand of his People; 
and that my Prince, ſeeing a longer Reſiſtance ' unprofit 
able, made his Retreat, much oppreſſed with Grief tor the 
ul Fate of Perſia, of its King, and the whole Royal Fami. 
ty, now reduced to a deplorable Condition. However, 
he would nor forſake them in their Misfortune, but it 
rather ſtrengrhened him with Reſolves ro periſh in theit 
Cauſe. We followed the flying King, and overtook his 
Brother, Prince Oxyertes, in a few Leagues, who embraced 
my Prince, calling him the Good Angel of the Royal Fs 
mMily of Perſia, and would not part with him till he had 
.,.--*Sfonght him to the King, who (as dejected as he was 
> the this great Blow) knowing him by his Armour, witl 
Tears in his Eyes, embraced hun, and ſtiled him his De. 
Hverer, and the Preſerver of his Life: Yes ( ſaid Oxyarte;) 
ig not only the Man who ſaved you from the Fury of tht 
Macedonians, but a/ſo a Perſon that is well known, and la 
been very dear to your Majeſty, and to whom you have man Wil th 
Obligations of the like Nature. Upon theſe Words, my | 
Prince thinking it no longer fir to conceal himſelf, pulled . p, 
of his Helmet, and caſting himſelf at the King's Fee, Wl 40 
preſumed to take his Hand and kiſs it with much Re. 
verence and Affection. Darius ſoon knew him to be the 
fame Orontes, who had before been the Preſerver of hs 5 
Family, and now the Preſerver of his own Life; which : 
ſurprizing Sighr made him faint away with excels of Jo), 
to fee a Man, whom he ſuppoſed had not been at thi 
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time amongſt the Living, and whoſe Death he had la- 
mented equal to that of his dear Artaxerxes : But coming 
again to hmſelf, with up-lifred Hands and Eyes towards 
Heaven, Great Ormaſdes ( {aid he) /ince thou haſt reſtored | 
me the Saviour of my Life, Alexander's Succeſs doth no longer 
afright me; and I, by thy Goodnſs, find that Hope to revive | 
in me, which but even now was quite extinguiſhed, And 
then rurning rowards my Prince, who was ſtill upon his 
Knees, and bedewing his Face with Tears, intermingled 
with Grief and Joy : My Son, my dear Orontes, (ſaid 
he) or rather my dear Artaxerxes, fince the Gods raking 
him from me, have in thee left me the better part of him, 
and alſo of my ſelf, come take again the ſame place in 
my Affection, and alſo in my Court, which I had given 
thee, and which cannot but with Injuſtice be poſſeſſed by 
any other Perſon in the World. |S 
After this Afſurance, he took an opportunity to diſcover 
his true Quality to the King; as allo the great Love he 
bore ro the Princeſs his Daughter, which had drawn him 
to the Court of Perſia, but not without ſome Fear, and ' 
an inward Trembling. This greatly ſurprized him, and 
his Countenance ſufficiently teſtified the Perturbation of 
bis Mind; but when he had ſeriouſſy reflected on the 
good Services my Prince had done for the Houſe of 
Perſia, looking upon him as an extraordinary Perſon, * 
ſent by the Gods for his aſſiſtance, his Natural Sweer- 
nets of Temper returned; and looking with a calm 
Counrenance on him, The Gods, ( ſaid he) Oroondares, * 
* ſend an addition ro my Affliction, by giving me the 
* Knowledge of your Quality, at a time when I cannot 
as I could have wiſhed, expreſs how confiderable it is 
to me; and if you make not a Judgment of my Heart, 
by the Generoſity of your own, ycu will, without doubt, 
N beltere that the neceſſity of his Affairs, his Weakneſs, and 
che Fear of his Enemics, make a Conquer'd King, di- 
reſted of the beſt part of his Eſtate, abandon'd by bis 
Friends, and ready himſelf to fall into the Power of his $ 
| Adverſaries, receive a Friendſhip now, which the Har- 
' tred of our Families, and the Lots of a dear Son, might 
perchance haye made him reject in his more profperons 
Days: But if, with the Royal Dignity which che Gods 
have not yet taken from me, they have alſo left any 
Credit to the Word of a King, I Wear to yon by great 
nrmaſdet, that knowing you as J do, in awe * 
0 ER; ON | Con- 
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. The Hiſtory Part J. 
a Condition I had been, the loſs I have ſuſtained by your. 
Father ſhonld never have extinguiſhed my Inclirations 
to your ſelf ; nor ſhould the Injuries I have receiyed . 
from him, ever have blotted our the Obligations I have 
4 to you: And if in this Condition you deſire my Alli. 
. * ance, I freely offer you that Daughter of mine, which 
* you honour with your Aﬀections, who, by my Conſent, 

* ſhall never be bur yours ; and T will no. longer eſteem 

you, bur as my Son, and the Perſon who is deareſt to 

\ me in the World, 8 Te ts AE 
1 Imagine, Sir, the Joy my Prince conceived at this. free 
= and general Conceſſion of the King; for Words are too 
= poor to expreſs it. He caſt himſelf ar his Feet again, 
| and embraced his Knees with Tranſports of an Incredible 
Affection; but the good King ſoon raſed him, and ten- 
derly embraced him, as did Oxyartes, and all the Noble 
Perſians that were preſent. But a ſudden Clowd of Sor- 
row overcaſt this Sunſhine of Joy upon the. arrival of 
Magabiſes, with a Troop of Horſemen. The ſight of him 
0 8 the King ſtart, and going towards him, without 
ſtaying till he came up; Well, Magabifes, (cried he to 
him) where are the Ladies you had Charge to carry out 
BY of the Battel, when the Day enclined to the Advantage 
=_ of Alexander? To this, with down-caſt Eyes, and a. 
—_ rrembling Voice, he replied ; Alas, Sir, they are no longer 
= curs, but Alexander's Priſoners. Scarce had I gotten. them 
ten Furlongs from the Camp, on our Way to Damaſcus, 4 
your Majeſty commanded me, but being purſued by Parmenio, 
and a great Number of Forces, I contended a long time to 
defend the Glory of Perſia ; but moſt of thoſe I commanded. 
being either ſlain, or put to flight, and it being in vain to 
contend longer for our Lives, I made the beſt Retreat 1 
could to bring your Majeſty the ſadeſt News that ever be- 

Fel this Empire, 5 5 
He had ſcarce ended ere the King, amidſt Sighs and 
Groans, ſunk to the Earth, quite deprived. of Senſe. of 
Motion. My Prince, and all preſent, were in but a very 
little better Condition: at the Relation of ſo Killing a Mis 
fortune, their Tears flowed in Rivers from their Eyes. 
Whilſt ſome were buſie in bringing the diſconſolated King 
to himſelf, my Maſter, with Hands and Eyes lifted up 
towards Heaven, was making Vows, either to redeem the 
Liberty of thoſe Royal Captives, or ro. periſh. in the At- 
rempr: And when Darjus, coming to himſelf, underſt 7 
TT 20 G — huis 
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his Intentions, he valued him ar a higher rate than ever 
be had done, extolling his Valour and his Generofiry. 
However, his great Love to my Prince, making bim fear 
to looſe him in ſo dangerous an Adventure, upon more 
mature Conſideration, it was agreed, Ambafladors ftiould 
be ſent to treat abour their Ranſom, and chat what he 
urpoſed ſhould be left to the laſt Extremity: My 
Prince and I, in diſguiſe, went with them,” and made 
our ſelves familiar with the Macedonians 5 by which means 
we continued amongſt them unſuſpected, till we heard 
the Ambaſſadors could not obtain of Alexander what they 
ſo earneſtly laboured for. My Prince, upon this notice, 
reſolved to go ro Damaſcus, and wait the Leaſure and 
Favour of the Gods. In this place he found the fair 
Barſina, and ſeveral other Perſian Ladies, who had made 
ir their Retreat of Safety. After the Loſs of che Batrel 
of Iſus, Barfina received him with all the civil Reſpect 
the loſs of her dear Memnon could allow her to beſtov 
on the greateſt Perſon in the World, and from him the 
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Auf from her Eyes, and ferching a deep Sigh, to ex- 
els | er | 


than my. ſelf, but * 
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but if alter that Loſs I 
„do it only for your ſake 
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\ particular Intereſt, ſhall make Prayers contrary to the Good 
of my Country, and from the Houſe from whence I' am de. 
ſcended. This was the alone time my Prince was able to 
diſguiſe his Inclinations, with a deſign to keep Roxana, 
in hope, that by her Malice and cunning Contrivances, 
ſhe might not obſtruct his Happineſs. However, ſhe patred 
from him in much Sadneſs, which plainly appeared in her 
Countenance, and he read in her Face all the Marks 6f 
moſt Powerful Aﬀection. 

We had not long ſtayed in this City, contriving how 
we might deliver the Captive Princeſſes ere Barſina, who 
had a piercing Underſtanding, gave my Prince aſſured 
notice, that Artaban, who commanded there as Governour 
for Darius, intended to Revolt from his King, and deliver 
up the place to Alexander, with all the Perſons of Emi- 
nent Quality that had taken Refuge there; and that, in 
order to compleat this Treachery, he had diſpatched one 
Mardus to Parmenio, who was encamped, wart a ſtrong 
Body of Macedonians, but a Day's March from the Walls 
of Damaſcus. My Prince, who had bur a flender Opi- 
nion of Artaban's Fidelity, was eaſily induced to believe 
this, from the Mouth of ſuch a Perſon as Barſma ; and 
going to the Governour, who received him with feigned 
Demonſtrations of Joy, Artaban ( ſaid he, with ſomewhat 
of a troubled Countenance) I know you, and the Obliga- 
tion you have to your good King, too well to believe you 
have any Intention to deliver up this ſtrong City to his 
Enemy ; and therefore you would do well to ſatisfie us, in 
taking ſuch an Order, to defend it to the utmoſt Extremity, 
that you have no ſuch Inclination, as a falſe Ramour ma) 


rn . 
e 


have ſpread to your diſhonour. 1 
The Governour, who was fixed in his Treacherous In- 

' rendments, angry at this Remonſtrance ; Orontes, (ſaid he) 

do not teach me my Duty in a place, which had not been 

_ truſted in my Hands, but that I was known capable of Com. 

manding it; you are too young to give me Inſtruftions, and 1 

am but little obliged to receive them, where I am Maſter. 

My Prince, by theſe Words, and the Order he found .- 

taban had given ro the Soldiers, plainly perceived his 

Reſolves to turn Traytor to a King that had raiſed him 
to ſo high an Eminence and Station in his Empire. He 

laboured many ways to prevent his Deſign of delivering 
up ſo. Important à City, ro which the Fortune of all 
ria was ſo cloſely lit Ked ; but finding che Soldiers 
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(in hopes of Rewards) rook part with the Governour, 
and that the Citizens, whom he perſwaded to reſiſt their 
Evil Defign, were utterly diſ-ſpirited, himſelf being there 
in a manner a Stranger without any Command; he could 
only grieve it was not in his Power to ſerve Darius in ſo 
Important an Affair: yer the Governour, fearing he might 
raile a Commotion to hinder his purpoſe, made him a 
Priſoner, not without many juſt Reproaches to himſelf 
from my Prince, nor the Slaughter of a great many who 
came to ſeize him: And no ſooner Parmenio entered the 
Ciry with his Macedonians, but Artaban, thinking to ob- 
lige Alexander, by the Preſent of ſo Conſiderable an Ene- 
my, delivered him up in Chains. But Parmenio, who had 
been a Witneſs of my Prince's Valour in the Encounter 
he had with Alexander, and had heard much of his 
Fame and Vertues, contemned the Traytor with a Gene- 
rous Diſdain ; and looking on him «with a ſevere Counte- 
nance, I do not wonder (ſaid he) that you puniſh 
Actions which are ſo contrary ro yonr Humour, and 
J no longer think it ſtrange, that Darius, with ſuch 
vaſt Armies, defends his Eſtate no better, ſince Vertue * 
is ſo unworthily handled by rhoſe he has pur in truſt, 
whilſt the Mrcedonians reverence it in another manner; 
and inſtead of Fetters, which you give it, preſent it 
* with Crowns. And immediately commanded my Prince 
to be unbound, and ſet at liberty. But after enſued a violent 
Conteſt between my Prince and the Traytor to his Coun- 
try; Artaban upbraiding him falſly, that he had carried 
Artaxerxes, under a feigned Friendſhip, purpoſely ro ſa- 
crifice him to the Revenging Fury of the Scyehians his 
Countrymen. That Reproach, and the Name of his dear 
Artaxerxes, tranſported him beyond all Moderation, and 
even the Conſideration of his own Life; inſomuch that 
he ſlew char Treacherous Man in rhe midſt of the 
Guards; deſpiſing all the Swords that were drawn in his 
defence. And though Parmenio ( whoſe: Soul was poſ-" 
leſſed with ſo much of a Generous Vertue, as flenderly” 
to regard the Death of a Traytor ro his Country) uſed 
my Prince civilly after this Action; yer fearing he might 
diſpleaſe Alexander, in ſetting a Man at liberty, who had 
fiven him ſuch dangerous Proofs of his Valonr, he con- 
cluded it the beſt for his own ſafety, ro keep my Prince 
under a Guard till he found an opportunity to know te 
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„ The Hi Parti ff 
When he was preſented to Alexander, he received him : 
curteouſly ; and looking ſtedfaſtly on his Face, 7s it p 
ſible (ſaid he) that I ſee again that valiant Man, whom 1 
encountered with ſo little Advantage to my ſelf at the Ratte| 
of Iſſus, and who did ſuch Monders there, To this Orcon- 
dates modeſtly anſwered, ©I performed indeed ſomething 
in that Bartel, which, but for the Cowardiſe of my 
Party, would not have been taken notice of; and the 
Glory I receive by thoſe Actions, is only that I turned 
* not my Back till I had tryed the Valour of a Man, 
_ © who had put Three Hundred Thouſand Perſians to 
= © flighr, But is it true (ſaid Alexander) that you have 4 
particular Defign upon my Life, and are one of thoſe 
i © whom the hope of a Thouſand Talents has made to pro- 
1 © miſe Darius my Head? Though my Prince appeared 
much offended at this Queſtion, yet without being mo- 

ved ro Paſſion, he replied, The hope of a Thouſand M 
© Talents, nor that of a Thouſand Empires, ſhall never 
make me enter on an Action, but whar Honour and 
* Verrue ſhall command: However, the Confiderarion of 
© what I owe to Darius, ſhall make me always to at. 
_ © tempt, both againſt you, and againſt all his 1 
© wharſoever a vertuous King can deſire from a Friend, 
© againſt the Uſurpers of his Dominions, and the Pele. 
* curors of his Life, - 3 2 
- This Anſwer pur Alexander into ſome Diſorder, yet it 
alſo filled him with ſuch Admiration and Eſteem of my 
Prince, that he replied, If Darius had many Friends 
like your ſelf, I ſhould ſtill perhaps have been on the 
other fide of the Granicus; but if he had any one of 
mine in his Power, and ſhould hear ſuch a Declara- 
tion from his Mouth, I believe he would put him to 
© Death, and aſſure his own Life by the Loſs, of fo dan. 
* perous an Enemy. If you have the ſame Fear, { ſaid 
Oroondates, with an undaumted Courage) you have the ſam? 
Power, and I have ſtill the ſame Intention. FEE. 
Alexander, more ſurprized than before, remained ſilem 
a long time, ſhewing an unreſolvedneſs in his  Counte- 
nance, whilſt all that ſtood by waited impatiently for the 
Succeſs of this Adventure; and I aſſure my ſelf, that tht 
moſt vertuous of his Friends, though they would har 
been much pleaſed to ſecure the Life of their Prince, by 
the Death of one of his Enemies, had already, fo. great 
Affection to him, that they could not have _— 
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without Diſcontent. | For my part, I was afraid, and 


rrembled for him, in the Expectation of ſo uncertain an 


| Event, But in the end, after Alexander had a good 


while held his Eyes fixed on the Earth, he turned them 
on a ſudden bo my Maſter's Face, and riſing from a 
Chair, where he had ſtill continued fitting, by reaſon of 
the Wound in his Thigh; he ſaid, touching him with his 
Hand, Whoſoeyer thou art, Greek or Perſian, Prince or Pri- 
vate Perſon, I know thee to be too Generous and too 
© Gallant, to attempt againſt my Life, by nough to K. 


© to Vertue ; and I account my ſelf able enough to d- 
fend it, whenſoever thou ſhalr aſſault it as a Man of 
© Honour ; I will not ſecure it by deſtroying thine, but 


vill endeavour to make thee ſhare the Danger, when the 


© Advantage ſhall be ſhared between us: I therefore leave 
* thee thy Life and Liberty, which you may employ for 


| © Darius ; I fear thee not enough to endeavour to win 


* thee to us, after ſuch a Declaration as thou haſt made, 
© neither do I deſpiſe thee ſo much, bur that if I could 
now, with honour, I would prefer thy Friendſhip before 
the beſt Province of Aſia. Go thy way when thou pleaſeſt, 
and if thou beeſt at rhe Bartel, make thy ſelf known, and 
remember thy brave Reſolution : There it is that we will 
, contend for my Head; and there (more handſomly than 
1 ſhould now) I may endeavour to take Satisfaction for 
the Wound thou gaveſt me. SE 
This Magnanimity and Generoſity of Alexander utterly 


extinguiſhed all my Maſter's Hatred rowards him, and 
conſtrained him, in a ſadder tone tha Aual, to ſay at 


parting from him, Tis now that I deplore poor Darius's FE 
e 


une, and that I hold hs Empire loſt by the Anger of 


Gods, ſince they have raiſed him an Enemy, that wins Hearts 
as well as Bartels. He ſaid no more: But taking leave of 
Alexander with much Civility, we rode to the next Town 
in the Poſſeſſion of Darius, to refreſh our ſelves. 

Araxis was in this part of his Relation, when Lyſima- 
chus defired him at this time to proceed no further, as in- 


r 8 pay a Viſit to Oroondates; when coming to his 
Bed, he found him in better Health than before. 


The end of the Third Book. 
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FF 7imachus returning from Oroondatess Chamber, after 

they had taken ſome flender Refreſhment, defired 
Araxis to proceed in his Relation, which he did in this 
Wanner. He 3 
My Prince (continued he) carried away with him f 
„ high an Eſteem of Alexander's Vertue, that it made him 
4 utterly lay aſide all thoſe fatal Reſolurions that his Love 
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q and Anger had made him conceive againſt him, and to 
6 reſolve only to conrend with him by true Valour and Ge 
FE nerofiry, We had nor long refreſhed our ſelves ere my 
A Prince, burned with an impatient Deſire to ſee his beloved 

Princeſs, and if he might, to bring her ſome Conſolation 


in her Captivity; and what was yer an other Incitemett 
to this Undertaking, he had a Letter from Darius to deli. 
ver to the Queen: We hereupon changed our Habit and 
Names, and he would needs have me go for his Maſter, 
the better to prevent a Diſcovery amongſt the Macedonian, 
Upon our Arrival in their Camp late the next Evening, 
we ſoon uteri. the Queens and Princeſſes, with the 
Ladies that ha een brought thither from Damaſcus, after 
it had been deliver'd up by perfidious Artaban, were under 
the Care of Philotas and Nicanor, who ſecured them with 
a ſtrong Gvard; yer, for their Health and Recreation, 
they were permitted, as often as they pleaſed, to diven 
themſelves in the pleaſant Gardens of Aldolemi nus, during 
the abcde they were to make ar Sidon. To this good Man 
my Prince applied himſelf for admittance, pretending it was 
t viſit and comfort a Siſter of his, taken amongſt the 
Captive Ladies; and being Inſtructed in his Poverty, the 
better to win him to his Intereſt, he offered him ſtore of 
Gold, with many Intreaties, that he might be permitted to 
ſtay ſome time with her. This good Man having con- 
ſidered the graceful and curteous Behaviour of my Prince, 
ſuffered himſeif to be overcome with his Entreaties ; yo 
* „ | refule 
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efuſed his Gold, ſaying, Whoſoever you are, you have 
but little Knowledge of me, if you believe your Riches 
could no any ching with me: my Trees are dearer to me 
than all Treaſures, and my Garden furniſnes me with 
enough to ſatisfie my Ambition; bur if you aſſure me, 
that you have no ſiniſter Intentions, as your Countenance 
would cafily perſwade me, I will grant your Charitable 
W Requeſt, though it is moſt; expreſly forbidden; neither 
dall 1 believe I offend the Gods, in diſobeying thoſe to 
whom they have not made me be born a Subject, to ob- 


ter lige a Man of ſo good a Preſence, and who makes his 
red Requeſt with ſo handſome a Grace,  / | 
| Bang thus obtained Admitrance, with liberty ro make 


is Honſe our Sanctuary, whilſt Alexander continued at 
aon, with many Thanks and Proteſtations to requite ſo 
Woreat a Favour, all that lay in our power, we entered, and 
ere ſtricken with no ſmall Wonder, to ſee ſo pleaſam” 


to ſh place, chat might be compared to the moſt delicate Para- 
3c ie in the World. We had not ſtayed long contemplating 
ms Order and Beauty, ere we ſee the Queen, Princeſſes, 
red ind many Ladies enter, and the Gates ſhur upon them, 
jon hilſt the Guards contented themſelves to encompaſs the 
ent is. made us retire to the cloſeſt Covertures, that 


alls. TRAP | | 
e might not be perceived. When they had walked a god 
while, the Princeſs Statira came alone near to the place 


ter, here we had concealed our ſelves, and entering a pleaſant + 

in, Arbour, fat down, and through Wearineſs, leaning her 6 
ng, Head on her Arm, fell aſleep; which my Prince obſerving, | 
che went ſoftly ro. her. He perceived the Trouble ſhe was in, 

frer even in her Slumber, by the panting of her fair Breaſts, 

der Wand ſome Tears that made their paſſage between her cloſed 


Eye-lids : he gazed on her admirable Beauties a few. mo- 
ments, and was then quite tranſported with his Paſſion, ſo that 
not conſidering what he did, he kiſſed her ruby Lips with 
lo much ardour as awakened her; who perceiving her ſelf 
in a Mans Arms, whom ſhe believed to have been dead, 


vas and to whoſe Memory ſhe had given ſo many Tears, the 
che ſudden Fright made her give a loud Cry, and then ſhe” 
che ſtrerched her ſelf at length in a Swoon, Her Cry ſoon 

_ of brought in many Ladies thither, as Pariſatit, Apamia, Ar- 


hoe, and others, who ſeeing my Prince, were as much 


0: | 


on- {aſtoniſhed as the Princeſs had been: they began already to , 
ice, end forth Cries, which in the end would have been heard | 
yo BP) the Guards; when leaving my Maſter, and Cleone o res 
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cover the Princeſs out of her Swoon, I addteſſed my (el 

to the Ladies, who ſoon knew my Face : Ladies, faid 1, 

vou may deſtroy ns, but in ruining Orontes, you looſe the 

Man, Who, of all the World, is moſt affectionate to your 

Services, and comes to die here for no other end rhan to 

give you proof of ir, by the loſs of a Lif de lays down 
or your fakes. CCC 

Tbe Ladies, who at firſt had fuppofed us ro be Ghoſts, 

finding by my words we were yet among the Living, became 

more ſettled, and the Name of Orontes had charmed them 

into Silence. The Princeſs Statira, by this. time, being a 

little come, to her. ſelf, fixing her dazling Eyes upon my 

Maſter's Face very wiſhfully ; Ah, Orontes, (ſaid ſhe with 

a faint Voice) are you alive? Or do you come after your 

Death to viſit Priſoners, to whom you were ſo dear during 

your Life. At theſe words, my Prince (aas, ar her 

Feet, and embracing her Knees with a Paſſionate Air) 

. faid, Tees, Madam, I am alive, and being only born to live 

and die for you, I come to live and die here at your Fett, 

and render you and yours the Services T owe to both, till the 

7 laſt moment of my Life. After this I perceived them more 

| ſettled; and all the Ladies, with infinite Civiliry, ſaluted 

my Prince, who drew them by degrees out of the Fright 

they had been in, filling them with as much Joy as they Ml 2 

were capable of receiving in their Condition; and then v 

leaving them for a few Moments, he went to wait on the tk 

Queens, and preſent the Letter he had in Charge from F 

4 ' Deri#s ; he kneeled before them, but they ſoon raiſed and h. 

. embraced him, with Tears of Joy in their Eyes; Are you Wl © 

= - alive then, Orontes? ( ſaid Queen Sſigambi to him) And Ml & 

bave the Gods e you to be a Witneſs of our Mi gfor- C 

Frames, and of the ruin of poor Darius? Ii now indeed you Wl n 

fee ws Prifoners, and Priſoners to a Conqueror leſs Generou: 


* 
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b than you were; who, from the firſt moment of our Fein Cap- Vi 
tivated, offered us:Liberty of your own accord, which Alexan- a 
der refuſes both td the Prayers and Preſents of Darius. P 


Madam, (replied my Prince) the Gods have ſaved my n 
© Life, after a Loſs that made me hate ir, becauſe they M © 
© teſolved I ſhould neither keep it nor loofe it but for r. 
© your Family: I willingly obey. them, and the powerful uU 
© Tnclinarion” that has forced me from Darius to come and ſe 
die in your Preſence, or to employ my felf in your Service, u 
© to the laſt drop of Blood thar remains in my Veins. h 
Upon this, and their enquiring aftet the Safety 400 ai 1 
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n theſe words: 
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of Darius, he preſented the Letter, directed to them both 


He thar comes from ſaving my Life, gon es to fave the 
reſt of my Family: Orontes, whom the Gods have raiſed 
again for m Safety, goes to labour for yours, and to 
employ himſelf for your Liberties, with thar wonderful 
Affection, Which makes him to forget his own Inrereſt 


and repair, By your Reſpects, the Faults you have com- 
mitted, Honour in the Perſon of a Prince, who has fo 
perfectly obliged you, that of Oroondates, Prince of Sc 
thia, ho has buried the Hatred of his Houſe in 4 
Friendſhip which is ſo advantagions to yon, and which 
amidft all our Loſſes, ougar to ſerve for our Conſo- 
lation. Our Daughter Sratira, whom the Gods have 
given us for our Hap meſs, 18 his, both by the Merit of 
his Services, and by the Word of her Father and of her 
King: Uſe him therefore as our Preferver, and as our 
Son; firice that, after ſo many Loſſes, his Generoſity is 
ſo great, as ſtill ro deſire our Alliance; endeavour to 
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and by the Teſtimony of ur Affection. ; | 

The Queens finiſhed the Reading of this Letter, with 
an incredible Afſtoniſhmenr, and began ro uſe my Prinee' 
with more Reſpect than ordinary; nor was it long ere 
they charged the Princefs ro render Obedience to her 
Father's Commands, in giving her Affection to one that 
had ſo well deſerved of her, and the whole Royal Family 
of Perſia, as not knowing ſhe had no more Hearts to be- 
ſtow, than what ſhe had already given him; and as for his 
Quality, ſhe was not unſenfible of ir. She received the Com- 
mands of the King and Queens with much Joy, as a happy 
Confirmation of her'own Choice. And ſo theſe Royal 15 
vers being bleſſed with each others Converſation, it nme 
allayed the Sorrow that had in a manner overwhelmed the 
Princeſs for the Misfortune of her Houſe: But in the end, 


my Prince, fearing ro be diſcovered, prevailed with vertu- 


ous Abdolominus to procure Habits for himſelf and me, to 
repreſent us as Gardners ; and in the greateſt frequent of 
that pleaſant Place, we kept in the moſt obſcure Place, 
ſeeming buſie in an Employment we had nor been brought 
up to: He often cotidoled, with the Princeſs, the Loſs of 
his dear Artaxerxes; proteſting to her, by all the Gods, that 
nothing but the Conſidetation of her Love could have . 4 
R t ge ot et . ) im 


make it clear to him, both by your Acknowledgment, 


to conſider ours ; bur receive him no more as Orontes, 


«4 

. "I \ 
2 * 3 A 

E's * >. 4 2 

3 2 | 

45.7» 99 2 x 

3 = F q 


3 
- in; - «. * 5 + » 


* 2 Fn 4 


Appointed for you ; come, and give Thanks to Alexander and 
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him to live after ſo great a Misfortune; both of them giving 
infinite Tears to the Memory of that Gallant Prince, and 
confirming. their pure Affections in the moſt Paſſionate 
Words any Language was able to expreſs ſo conſtant and 
tender a Love in. LES WT 
We lived on this manner ſome happy Weeks, and in 
the mean time Alexander fell paſſionately enamoured with | 
the fair Barſina, that illuſtrious Widow, to the valiant 
Memnon, which made him often viſit the Ladies, which 
be before had refrained to do; and our Care was, to 
ſhun his Preſence all we could: Yer one Day we were 
into a terrible Fright, when we ſaw a great Number 
of the Guards enter. I began preſently to tremble; but my 
Fear was infinitely increaſed, when Abdolominus advancing 
towards them, and demanding. the Cauſe that brought 
them thither; their Captain replied, Me come here to ſeel 
for 4 Prince, who lies hid in diſguiſe, whoſe Habit ñ nothing 
ſutable to his Quality; he muſt come before Alexander, to 
whom he 3s not unknown, and receive from ſo juſt 4 King 
the Recompence . that is due to him. Judge you, Sir, of 
my Maſter's Aſtoniſnment; then it was that he thought 
himſelf abſolutely loſt: And no longer doubting, but ſome 
of Alexander's Attendance had diſcovered him in the Gar- 
den, his Mind was confuſed with ſeveral Thoughts, ſuta- 
ble to the Condition in which he was: But he was ſoon 
eaſed of bis Apprehenſion, when the Captain, ſtill addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to that good Man, ſaid; Prince Abdolominus, 
be not ſtruck with Wonder, but come and receive from Alex- 
ander he Crown of your Country ; your Vertue cannot continue 
longer hid; and great Hepheſtion, to whom the King has 
left the diſpoſing of it, choeſes you, among all the Sidonians, 
to command a. People, that give an univerſal Teſtimony of your 
Miſdom and Integrity: Leave off therefore theſe Garments, 
wnworthy of your preſent Condition, and put on thoſe that are 


- Hepheſtion, for: the Preſent that they make yeu, and for the 
Efteem they,have of your Merits, _ 5 
Upon theſe Words, they haſtened Abdolominus (full. of 
Aſtoniſnment) to the King, who appeared to receive that 
ſudden Change of his Fortune, with much unwillingneſs: 
1 remember it well, ſaid Ly{tmachus, and being in the 
King's Preſence; Let us hear (ſaid Alexander) fince we 
have deſtined. rhee, to a Crown, in what manner thoù haſt 
ſupported thy Poverty. I beſcech the Geds, (replied Abdo- 
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with the very ſame Mind. This modeſt Anſwer ſo highly 


pheſtion's Choice. | "TB 
After this (continued Arax:is) Alexander reſolved to re- 


in troubled my Prince, as concluding he would not leave the 
Royal Priſoners behind him; bur at the Inſtance of the 
7 Queen and my Mafter, Barſina prevailed with the Con- 


qneror to let them lie in this place till that Siege was 


them a very great Satisfaction. But Roxana itil] 


zl Deſign, that ſhe ſtirred up a Jealouſie in her, that he was 
ce; in Love with Barſina; nor could all his Proteſtations re- 
move that Suſpicion, till Barſina her ſelf (at my Maſter's 
% WM carneſt requeſt) with many Vows and Proreftarions, un- 
6 deceived the roo credulous Princeſs, whoſe Goodneſs could 


not ſo eafily penetrate the malicious Intendments of Roxana, 


ht who yowed ſo much Kindneſs to her; nor had my Prince 
De (for fear of offending Statira) told any thing of the Love 
. ſhe made him: Bur Barſina, who was of a prompt Under- 


ſtanding, ſaid, Ir muſt neceſſarily be that this malicious 


* 


believe that it is without ſome Intereſt ſne takes 


bluſhed at theſe Words, yer refrained ro diſcover. 
thing of Roxana's Aﬀections or Importunities; and addreſ- 
fing himſelf ro Statira, Madam (ſaid he) the Gods have, 


ur without doubt, raiſed her up to keep me from looſing the Know- 
5, ledge of my ſelf, in the Happineſs to which T am exalted by 
V y the favour you have done me; but ſince, by another of the ſame 
1 


nature, jou draw me out of the Grave, which ſhe had prepared 
for me, I conjure you not to hearken to her any more to 

diſadvantage, and never to ſuſpect him guilty of Infidelity, whe 
can never poſſibly be guilty of it. . 240.1 3593. ln be 


her ſelf conſtrained to ask Pardon both of my Prince and 
jured. But Roxana ſtopp d not here; for the: never gave 


over till ſhe had raiſed up to my Prince the moſt Powerful 
Jo | Ak W 
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minus, without being moved) I may ſuppert the Crow | 


| pleaſed that great King, that he preſently confirmed He- 


move from Sidon, and lay Siege ro Dre; which much 


over, under the Guard of Nicanor and Selucus, which gare = © 


in a violent Paſſion for my Prince, and finding he delayed 
with many Excuſes to anſwer her Affection, ſhe laboured . F 
to croſs his with Statira, and ſo effectually wrovghr the 


. 


Woman either loves Oroondates, or hates you: Therefore ir 
is my Advice, that you lend her your Ear no 2 nor 

o great 
a Care to make a Difference between you. My Prince 


The Princeſs, aſhamed of her groundleſs Suſpicion, und 
of Barſma, whoſe Fidelity her roo much Crednliry had in- 


by 
7 
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Rival in the World, by filling the Ears of Alexander with 
the Praiſe of Szatira's Beauty, and excellent Vertues; and 
that in gaining a Daughter of Perſia to his Queen, it would 


not only facilitate his Conqueſts, but encline the Heart 


of the Perſians to favour him: Which fired this young 
Conqueror with Love and Ambition; and liſtening to thi 
Land Syren's Note, he was ſo charmed, that neglecing 
the Love he had made to Barſina, his Heart was altoge. 


_ ther fixed and intent on a new one. The Princeſs Stat, 


had ſoon Proofs of this Change, not only by Diſcoutls 
he had with her, when (weary of the long Siege of Tyr) 
be returned ro Siden, but by many Letters, in a very loving 
and {ubmiflive Stile, he ſent her in his Abſence from that 
Camp, which infinitely rroubled and diſcompoſed her 
Mind; yer, not willing to hide the Cauſe of her Diſcon. 
tents from her dear Oroondates, one Day being with him 
in a cloſe thady Bower, and all others withdrawn, after 
tome Sighs, looking on him with Tears in her Eyes, ſhe 
_drew.- out of her Boſom the Letters Alexander had ſent her, 
which my Prince read with a trembling Heart; as alſo the 
Copies of the Anſwers ſhe returned, wherein ſhe gave hin 
not the leaſt Encouragement, but put him off coldly, with 
only Civilicies and Reſpects, as a Man, whoſe Captive ſte 


Was, and one ſhe feared to anger. However, my Prince was 
- exceedingly troubled; not that he feared rhe Inconſtancy ct 


his Princeſs, but that the only Man in the World perleveret 
in a Love towards her, over whole Body he had an ab- 
ner Violate the Mind: and his Grief was the. greate, 
when he perceived KRoxana's Malice would not ſuffe: 
him to be leng in ſafety ſo near Alexander; and in that 


ſelute Power, and might conſtrain that, though he could 


he found an abſolute neceſſity of leaving his Princeſs for 


. ume to be perſecuted by that Congqueror's Solicitations, 
who now was returned fuller of her bright Ta that 
cer. They parted indeed, but with ſuch a ſtormy Grie, 


as if their Hearts would Have rent in ſunder: The Pri 


ceſs held him a great while in ber Arms, drowning I 


Face in Tears; ſhe ſpoke the kindeſt and tendereſt Word 


to him that Love and Grief could inſpire; and brought 
bim into fuck à Condition, that nothing but his Teas 
bore witneſs: there remained ſome little Life in him: and 
when cruel Neceſſity rent them from each others tende 
Embraces; Farewell, Oroondates, (ſaid ſhe,) remember 4. 


your 


nice poor Prifencrs, and be as exadt in the olſerving 4 
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If you were of the Opinion that I diſſembled, you te 


© notar all deceived. I did diſſemble, I confeſs, in my Com. 


s * 141 


f pliance to you; but I diſſembled not in my. Paſſion for 


one, more lovely than you age: You have, indeed made. 
me forſake a place, which ydur Importunities made me 
hate: I leave you without, any Trouble, ar wirhaut any 
* Deſign, to advantage my ſelf, either by your Remem- 
* brance, or by your Favours; I obtained the with to 
much eaſe. to value them; and, becauſe the Preſents, of 
Enemies are always fatal, I ſend you back yer Bracelet, 


* and. retain nothing of you that can trouble gh: Repoſe 
and 
pon 


0 | . 
of Oroondates. 


He ſent this Letter by the Page that brought hers, 
r " ee 


4 * a RIPE an Y 1 * —— ates JISC"? = IR * _ YI 6 ark > * 
+ x ERIE * * . * =o q 7 . = 9 A 9 * * 6 A e N 9 2 "Y 0 4 8 8 2 Ak, the 4 
LE 8 2 A <3 , & oO OO 8 Le. < wn > v , R 7 * 7 1 9 * 1 n BY * 
q 5 of * a © Y = 2 7 A « D Pw OR” Bs * + 5 © n= 2 2 e FEE * WY "0? "AE 
3 ” : — 5 * * 2 * ; 
a ? 2 x 7 : 
* . , . ; 
4 — o 
% ; £ - A £ oh, * 9 1 
1 bs © | 1 
* : { : a 4 % % 
E Y / " 
: * — ” 
& e 1 or £ ' 4 1 
; | * 
P 4 9 
. . 4 


upon our departure we went towards Babylon, where we 
found Darius had prepared a very great Army, to try another 
Barrel for his Empire. My Prince no ſooner appeared in his 
Preſence, but that good King hafted ro meer him with open 
Arms, embracing him with Tears of Joy, calling him his 
Son, and the Guardian Angel of Perſia. My Prince received 
his Civiliries with profound Reſpect and Submiſſion; and 


as ſoon as he was at leaſure to hear him, gave that King an 
account of all that had paſſed fince his departure from him; 


much grieving, char Fortune had not put it into his power 
to free the Captive Queens and Princeſſes. Whilſt this thing 

afled, we had News Alexander was returning from the 
Temple of Jupiter Hammon ; and Darius, upon this notice, 
prepared to meet him on his way, and give him Battel; 
when Tyreus the Eunuch brought him word that his be. 
loved Queen Statira, and Mother to the Ptinceſſes, (tired 
with the Fatigue of following Alexander from place to place, 
and overborn with the Oppreſſion of Grief, for the many 
great Misfortunes of her Houſe) and reſigned her Life to 
rake reſt in a quiet Grave; and that Alexander ( much 
grieved for the loſs of ſo vertuous a Lady) had lamented 
it with many Tears, and cauſed her ro be buried with all 


che ſolemn Funeral Pomp the ſad Occafion required; and 


that he uſed Syigambu, the Princeſſes, and other Perſian 
Ladies, with all Honour and Reſpect. 
The loſs of this great Queen drew Tears from all our 
Eyes; but Darius was ſo ſenſibly afflicted, that all our Per- 
ſwaſions were little enough ro make him think of living any 
longer; bur coming in time to a little more Moderation. 
and reflecting on Alexanders Generoſity, (tho an Enemy! 


he propoſed once more to treat with him, and offer advan- 


tous Conditions for putting an end to that War, that had 


ſtained the Fields already with ſo great an Effuſion of Blood. 


To this effect he ſent ten Ambaſſadors, of the moſt Con- 
ſiderable Perſons of his Court, with ample Power to treat, 
and offer him Thirty Thouſand Talents for the Ranſom of 
the Priſoners, and his Daughter Pariſatis in Marriage, with 
all the Territories in Dower that lie between Euphrates and 
the Helleſpont. But that King (whoſe Ambition had no 


bounds) having already graſped his whole Empire in con- 


ceit, and which afterwards he really poſſeſſed, utrerly re- 
jected theſe reaſonable Offers, returning his Anſwers by 
rhoſe Ambaſſadors: That ene 
Par Se Sig ron ot on Fate. oc. Nr 
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den could not ſuffer two Suns to ſhine at once, nor 
271 two &. LE mperors. That if he would yeild 
him the firſt place, and be content with the ſecond, he would 
ant him the Peace he deſired ; but if he would not ſub- 
wit to that Condition, he ſhould prepare himſelf for Battle. 

Darius, hereupon diſpairing of Peace, turned his 
Thoughts wholly upon War, and. in good earneſt diſ- 
poſed himſeif to the Encounter 3 and when the Armies 
came in fight of each other, he made a very moving 
Oration to encourage the Commanders and Soldiers; - 
and was ſeconded in it by my Prince, who after ad- 
dreſſing himielf to the King, Sir (ſaid he) I will either 
die generoully to Day or reſtore unto your Majeſty ſome part 
of what yon have loſt. Go Son (ſaid the King) may the 
Gods tate as great care of thy ſafety as of mine own, and 
be ſo gracious that 1 may ſee 304 again, with as much Joy 
| as I part from you with Sorrow :) 1 will not detain you 
Sir with the Order eur Army marched in, you ſaw it 
as well as I; let it ſuffice, that to tell you a two Years 
Truce, being concluded between 3 and the King 
of Scytbia, whole hatred now ſubmitted to the fear of 
Alexander's Encroaching Power; there were in the 
Field that Day Ten Thouſand Scythi ans, at the head 
of which my Prince choſe to Fight, as knowing his 
own Example above any others, would Animate them 
to do wonders and the Battle was no ſooner joined 
but his chief Aim being to Reſcue the Royal Captives z 
drawing his Forces that way, he fell on with ſuch Fury, 
that he hewed a free Paſſage through all thoſe Troops: 
that guarded the Tents and Bagage; wich the flaugh- 


alighted at the Queen's Tent all ſmeered with Blood; 
entring but with a few, when ſeeing Syſigambis, Madam 
(laid he, diſcovering his Face) Joa are free by the A. 
ſiſtance of the Gods, Let's loſe no time; but if you pleaſe 
make haſte to lay hold on this good Fortune:) when to 
the great Aﬀtoniſhment of my Prince, the Queen turn- 
ed her back on him, with a cold vegle&, and when he 
caſt himſelf at the Feet of his Princeſs, Embraceing 
her Knees with an unconceivable Extaſie, he found a 
preater cauſe of amazement for that Treaſure of His 
Life; having beheld him a while with an Eye of Di- 
pleaſure and indignation, 2 25 away her Face from 
| ONS pr - him 
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ter of many Gallant Macedonians, and having given 
that part of Alexanders Army an entire defeat, he 


r 
him on a ſuddain, and freeing her ſelf roughly out of 
his Hands, broke away to the other fide of the Tent 


leaving him ina Confuſion that can hardly be imagined, 
much leſs expreſſed; yet the neceſſity of time mad 


him riſe, and looking round about, he ſaiv all their Coun. 


ten ances fo cold and changed towards him, that he 
ſtood a while as one bereved of his Senſes, when te. 
covering his Speech, O Gods (cried he) What ſtraugt 
adventure is this, when going to the Princeſs, who fate 
in a Chair, Madam (ſaid he trembling) Have you quit 
forgot me, or do you in your preſent trouble tahe me for 
. Macedonian ? when looking on him with an angry Eye, 
- No (ſaid ſhe) but for a Scythian, and by conſequence 4 
more cruel Enemy than any Macedonian. At theſe un. 
expected words, looking on her with an Eye able to 
baniſh all her Diſpleaſure, if ſhe had vouchſafed to 
have conſidered him, Madam (anſwered he) This it mt 
4 fit ſeaſon to make tryal of me, I think the reality 1 1 
Affection is not unknown to you, and though you * 
. have juſt occaſion to reproach me, you ought 10 take a mon 
convenient time, and employ this in perfecting that Liber 
which the favoar of the Gods,and the aſſiſtance of your Ser: 
vants have procured you. 
Sftatira, Upon theſe words, darting an Angry look 
at him, and repreſſing ſome ſighs which would not 
have ſuffered her words to come ſmoothly forth. I. i 
not by your aſſiſtance (ſaid ſhe) that I will be free, and | 
ſhall always prefer Captivity, nay Death it ſelf before th 
liberty I ſhould receive from you, If Darius be Conguern 
{ ſpall be free without you, and if be be conquered, I but 
rather follow bis Fortune than be beholding to the Relief i 
our moſt mortal Enemy, 5 
Ihis was like a Thunderbolt to my Prince, who ſtood 
with his Arms a croſs, as one more than Half Dead, 
when Statira rifing from her Chair, in a furious ation, 
and wipeing ſome Tears from her Eyes, which burk 
forth in ſpite of all reſiſtance ; Art thou returned the! 
perjured Man, and has the Truce between our Father 
made thee take up thoſe thoughts again which tho 
hadſt loſt; nay, rather being but half ſatisfied, tho! 
comeſt back to compleat the Treachery, and to ove! 
 whelm a Family by this laſt per fideouſneſs, which is 2 
ready too near its ruin. Leave her now in quiet who! 
the change of her Condition, and W 
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Part J. - of Callandra.  @& 
her Houſe have made thee baſely ro ferſake ; I am not 
ſo abandoned by the Gods, but that I may find as good 
Fertune, Alexander loves me, and though I cannot 
love him, I will give my ſelf to him, to punith this 
too eaſie Heart of a Fault which thou madeſt it to 
commit; get thee gone from before me for ever, and 
free me from the ſight of an Enemy that hath ſo mor- 
tally offended me, and uſed me ſo unworthily. 

My Prince who was ſtill upon his Knees, and had 
hearkened to her, quite beiide himſelf, could not for- 
bear interrupting her at theſe cruel Words, I Madam 
(cried he) have 1 mortally offended you, and uſed you un- 
worthily? Yes perfideous Man, replied the Princeſs, 
' thou thy ſelf, and for the ſake of the Gods ſpeak no 
more in a juſtification, which is deadly to me and in- 
different to thee ; I have ſuch cenvincing proofs ef it 
| which thou neither canſt nor wouldſt gain-lay, an 
your guilty Conſcience does ſufficiently reproach your 
Crimes; but if the Memory of Artaxerxes had ever 
any power with thee, I conjure you by the remembrance 
of that dear Brother, and by thoſe Gods you have fo 
often invoak d, in the falſhood of thoſe Oaths which 
have abuſed me, forſake this hated Country for ever 
where thou haſt been, but too long for my unhappineſs, 
and never more preſent thy ſelf before her who cannot 
behold thee, but as a dreadful odject. 

My Maſter upon theſe unforeſeen and unjuff re- 
proachich was in ſo great a diſorder of Mind, as made 

1m turn the point of his Sword againſt his Breaſt to 
put an end to that Life that was hateful to him; but 
then conſidering the undeſervedneſs of theſe Reproaches, 
from a Perſon to whom he had given ſo many gallant 
proofs of his Love, he reſtrained that firſt fury of his 
Diſpair, and reſolved to fall more nobiy, when riſing 
up on a ſuddain, after having looked a while upon ger 
with an Eye ſparkling with Love and Indignation; _ 
i true (ſaid he, Madam) I am Treacherons, UVaworthy 

and Diſloyal; but if I be ſo, tis to my Father, and my King 

to my Kindred, and my Country, whom ſhave betrayed and 
forſaken for you; aud the advantage of your Family to the 

after hazarding of my Life, and what is dearer to me, my 
Honour, I will not apbraid you with the Services I have 

done, they cannot be but freſh in your Memory, thongh they 

are the only reproaches I can fear; but this unxorthineſs 
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ou unworthily prefer before me, that's the true baſeneſi 
Indeed tis this Conqueror has made you forget him, wh 


dreadful object, but from an object that would make you 
bluſh, for the falſeneſs of hour Oaths, and would for ever 


unfortunate Oroondates, if y0u would have your Cos. 
ſcience be at reſt, and 1 will keep my ſelf from thinking of 


will ſtrive to make Glorious with that of the Rival, fo 


and looked with fo ſevere a Terror in his Countenance 


and went our of the Tent without ſaluting any body; 
leaping on his Horſe, and commanding the Trumpets 
immediately to ſound a Charge, haſtning to meet the 


his Forces) with a fierceneſs, which words are at a lols 
to repreſent; he no ſooner ſaw him at the head of his 
Men, but advancing a Hundred Paces before us, he 
he) I am he that came from the defeat of th; Troops, | 
am he that wounded thee at the Battle of Iſſus, and I an 
he that to whom thou ſince gaveſt a Life, which 1 com 
Here to loſe by thy Hands; V 


ufer thee to live, nuleſ5 thou takeſt away my Life, as thus 


with much Bravery and Reſolution, to keep up the 
cen Army; yet my Prince animated by Difpair, to 


Statira, had in all probability put à period to that'd 
his Rivals, it the Macedoniaus ſeeing their King in ſuci 
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„ The Hiſtory Part 1 
von accuſe me of, is truly to be found in your. ſelf ; you 
feign that I forſake you "td. Mi ſfortunes, that 2 may 
thereby take a pretence to forſake me, when I had alread 
delivered jau ont of the Power of that Enemy , whom 


forgot his Kindred, his Eſtae, and himſelf, to do Service 
for jou and jours; which neither jou nor they will be ever 
able to Compenſate, I leave you therefore for ever, both ti 
male place for one more happy, and to free o not from 4 
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reproach your Ingratitude and Inſidelty. Think no more of 


— 


you by my Death, which is very near, but a Death which! 


whom you have forſaken me. 


* 


At theſe Words my Prince put on his Helmet again, 


that I could not ſteadfaſtly fix my Eyes on his Face, 
Conqueror (who was at hand with the greateſt part of 
cloſed up to him with a terrible cry, Alexander (fail 


Pardon me this Ineratitude, | 
have loved thee as an Enemy, but as a Rival, I cannt 


haſt taken Statira from me. BS e 

At theſe words he charged Alexander with fo great: 
Fury, that although that Valiant Man defended himfel 
great Reputation he had gained in the ſight of hn 


loſe a Life he no longer regarded, after the loſs d 
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| danger, had not violently ruſhed between in great 
numbers, and forced them aſunder; when my Prince 
found himſelf thus ſeparated, he wrecked his Fury on 
4) ¶ the foremoſt, writing his reſentments of che diſapoint- - 
ea ment in large bloody Characters; and wich his Sword 
on opened a way wide enough to have fled; by (laying or 
neſs, Wi overthrowing the moſt reſolute Captains; but being 


reſolved to die, laying aſide all thoughts of flight after 
he had fignalized his Valour, and done Actions that 
Poſterity will ſcarce credit; being overbore by num- 
bers of his Enemies, many deep Wounds, and the loſs 
of much Blood, cauſed him to 1ink leiſurly from his 


0% Horſe to the Ground, on the heap of Slain, that ob- : 
ever Wl ſtructed a further paſſage; and I who had ſeconded him 
re of i to the utmoſt tumbled at his Feet, with all the Ggns | 
r. of a dying Man; yer redoubling the little ſtrength I 
g. 0 had left, and getting on my Knees, I embraccd him, 
ch and gave him as I thought the laſt teſtimonies of my 
Affection in the lateſt moment of a Life which I con- 


clnded was at an end; but Alexander having won an 
entire Victory, in generoſity (as I have ſince heard) to 
ſo much Valour as my Maſter had ſhewed in the Field 


ace, that Day, cauſed Eumenes to ſearch for his Body a- 
dy : BW mongſt the Dead, either to preſerve his Life if it were 
pets not quite expired, or give him an konourable Burial, 
the as the greatneſs of his Virtue deſerved in his Eſteem. 

t of Hſimachus, having been in this Action, interrupted. 
lob Haris, and extolled the Valour of the Prince of 
ls Shshia. and Alexander's goodneſs in taking care to pre- 

| he ſerve (if poſſible) ſo pret ious a Life in the higheit na- 
(aid ture; and fo at this time broke off the third cf the 
„ Diſcourſe to hear the reft at more leaſure, upon the 
an n coming of a Servant from Oroondates, to invite him to 
mn Dine with him that Day, ng ben 

E, | 4 | | 


The End of the Fonth. Bok. 5 
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BOOK V. 


| A FTER Dinner Lyſmachns, impatient of delay, re- 
A tired with Arax:s, to ſpend the Afternoon in hear- 


ing the remaining wonders of a Life, that had already 


charmed him with Admiration. 


hat 44% I% 
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vou know (ſaid Araxi:) my Maſter and my (elf 
were found by Exmenes, and had all the care taken of 
us by the command of a generous Enemy, as we could 
have expected from the beſt of our Friends; when it 
was perceivable we had yet ſome Life in us, and when 
my Prince came to himſelf, and called to mind the 
cruel things that had befallen him, though he was in» 
finitely vexed and grieved. yet he oppoſed not the Chi- 
rurgeons nor Phyſitians that attended him, in their en- 
deavours'to reſtore him; but when he was at liberty 


from them, he complained in terms able to have cleft 


the Rockieſt Heart with Pitty, and ſhewed a wonder- 


. SE ful contempt of his Life, he examined all the paſt 


Actions of it, and found them full of Innocency, and 
the proofs of a real Affection, inſomuch that he could 
not attribute Sratzras ſo ſuddain a change to any rhing, 
but to the Inconſtancy of her humour, and a meanneſs 
unworthy of her Birth, which made her prefer Alex- 
anders (though an Enemy, and the cruel Enemy of 
her Houſe in particular) before a Prince who had ſo 
faithfully ſerved her, and to whom ſhe was engaged 


by ſo many Oaths, and ſo many Obligations; and in 


reflecting on her Ingratitude and Inconſtancy ; it for- 
tified him very much in the end, by a reſolution not 
to die for the ſake of one that had ſo meanly and un- 
juſtly forſaken and diſpiſed his real Affections to enter 
upon new ones, on no other foundation than that of 
Ambition. It would be too tedious Sir to relate the 
reſentments he had on this occaſion, nor the Reflecti- 
ens he made on the Virtues of that Princels, * 
| ox rang ; | {7+ 0 
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art J. , Caſſandra. „ 
concluded to have utterly forſaken all Virtue with 3 
er Honour to oblige a prevailing Conqueror, which 
ended in a deſign of forgetting ſo Ungrateful and In- | 
onſtant a Lady; and of leaving Perſia for ever, to 
eturn unto his own Country, to recover there the re- 3 
pole he had loſt for ſo many Years. . 
As ſoon as I perceived my Prince in this mind, con- 
feſs to you, I laboured to confirm him in it, by all the 
eaſons I could alledge ; ſometimes he would ſ:zem ab- 
ſolutely reſolved on it, but within a little while after 
Satira appearing to his fancy more Lovely and Charm 
ing than ever, took away all thoſe Reſolutions, and 
plainly I perceived againſt my will, that he would have 
2 mighty difficulty to diſengage himſelf of a Paſſion, 


if hat was likely to end but with his Life; yet he being 
of endowed with a large Underſtanding, and a wonderful 
d reac Courage, his Indignation wroughr powerfully. 
it pon him; and ſeeing himſelf baniſhed with ſo much 
n Viſdain, by a Perſon whom he thought he had ſo dear- 
e iy bought, and fo well deſerved, he made a Conqueſt 


dyer his Paſſion worchy of him; and diſpoſed himſelf 


n: 
i- n the end not to Love her any more, and obey her in, 
1- for ever depriving himſelf of her ſiglit. 3 

ty Whilſt my Prince was in theſe thoughts, we had 


news that poor Darius had loſt his Life by the Trea- 


r- ichery of Beſſus; and Narbarzarnſes, two of his Subjects 
| hich that good King had promoted from a low De- 
d ree to high Honours, and favoured them with the 


Government of Provinces 3 for whillt he was labour- 
Ing ro raiſe Forces, and try the Fortune of an other 


is {Wicld for his Empire, they corrupting his Guards, en- 
'- red his Tent, ſeized on his Royal Perſon; and were 
bout to Convey him to Ale cander, in hopes to make 


their own terms with the Conqueror, by delivering 
him up to him as the only Man he had fought after 
1th ſo much eagerneſs; but being hotly purſued be- 
fore they could do it by the Macedonians, they com- 
anded him to leave his Chariot, and get on Horſe- 
ack to fave himſelf; but the good King prefering 
any other Condition before the Company of theſe Tray- 
ors, refuſed it with fo much Conſtancy and Reſolu- 
ion, that thoſe Monſters of Men, Exaſperated by his 
Repugnancy, and fruſtrated of all the hopes they had 
onceived in making their own Conditions with Alex - 
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2 The Hiſtory Pit 
ander by delivering him, wounded him Mortally 
and cuting the Hamitrings of the Chariot-Horſes ſaved 
themſelves by flight 3 within a little while after Po. 
ſtratus, a Macedonian running to a Fountain, and find- 
ing the good King in the Pangs of Death, gave him 
Water at his entreaty, which taking very kindly from 
him; 25, (ſaid he) is the laſt of mn misfortunes, that 
having received this courteſie, I have not the Ability u 
requite it; but Alexander ſhall recompence thee for it; 
and the Gods him, for his noble uſage towards my Mother, 
Wife and Children: And upon theſe words, taking him 
by the Band, and telling who he was, he defired him 
that he would give it unto Alexander on his behalf; 
and then yeilded up the laſt Breath of a Life that de- 
ſerved a mere fort unate end; ſoon after he expired, 
Alexander came thither, and Polhſtratus informing him 
what Darius had ſaid, he ſhead many Tears upon his 
Body, and covering it with his Cloak, ſent it to Sj 
 gambis to render him Funera! Honours. «{ 
This ſad news did fo ftrongly renew my Maſter's 
Grief, that he was more difficult to be comforted: than 
before; and for five or fix Days he gave us cauſe to 
fear he would relapſe into a worſe Condition ; but time 
ſettling his Mind, we prepared for our Journey to $9- | 
thia, leaving almoſt all the remaining Provinces 3 Da- 
rius had held (upon the notice of his Death) had tame- | 
iy ſubmitted ro Alexander, who not having Forces 
enough to rake poſſeſſion of them, and Gariſon the 
4 Tous, was contented for the moſt part to confirm the 
= Perſian Governours in them, to hold them in Obedi- 
= ence to him, paying a Tribute he ſet upon them: 
= Our Equipage was ſoon ready, and taking leave of the | 
Commanders, who had Orders to diſmiſs us as ſoon as . 
we recovered; we took the neareſt way to Scythia, and 
made ſuch long Stages that we ſoon entred it; when 
taking up in an Inn to refreſh our ſelves, after ſo long 
: abſence,” and finding our Hoſt to be a very Intelligent 
= Man, my Prince (who was unknown to him) demand- 
| . ing what of moment had happened in that Country. 
_ He told him that the King was lately married to Stra- 
= _ renice, Princeſs of the 1/idons, and bearing upon her 
favour and prevalency with the King, (Who in his 
great Affection denied her nothing) ſhe had raiſed her 
Brother Ar/acorme s hopes to the Princeſs Bernice, tu 
e 7 ; x R 6; 6% Tg tp warns „ "Kings 
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Part I. 5 of Caſſandra. Fel | 


King's beautiful and only Daughter: And now in the 


abſence of Axſaces (who coming, hither as a h | 


Man, has done ſuch wonders for this Kingdom, and 


ſtands high in the King's favour, and who has ſent him 


with an Army againſt his Rebels); Arſacomes by the 
Influence of his Sifter ſeems to govern all, with more. 
liberty than before he had preſumed to do; and we not 
hearing any thing cf our Prince for a conſiderable. 
time, who is generally ſuppoſed to be dead in ſome. 
Forreign Land. - Arſacomes by this Match (if the King 
has no Son by his new Queen) is likely to ſucceed him 
in the Throne, which is not very pleaſing to the Sy- 
thians, who know him to be of a proud and haughty 
temper; This Sir, is all the Important News at pre- 
ſent. | „ a 
My Prince, who knew Arſacomes and Stratonice 
(though he was troubled both at the Marriage and the 


Px eſumption of the Prince of the 1ſſidons, in attempt - 


ing his Siſter ſo far above him) could not but wonder 
who this Arſaces ſhould be, yet could get no more 
knowledge of him, than that he was either a Bactrian 
or Parthian by Birth; and had raiſed him ſelf by his 
Victues and Valour, which had gained him a high 
Eſteem, and the great Love of the moſt part cf the 
Scytbians; ſo leaving our Hoſt, we went to 1//idon,. 


where the King was, and found him in the Garden with 
the Queen, the Princeſs Barnice, Arſacomes and many 
others of chief Rank in Scxtbia; my Prince kneeled 
before him, and kiſſed his Hand with exceeding great 
reſpect. The King knew him not at firſt, and asking 
his Name many times; What (ſaid my Prince) Doss 
not jour Majeſty know him to whom you gave his being, and+ 
1s the Face of your Son Oroondates ſo altered that you 
| bave loſt all the Features of it. At this the King retired. 
two or three eps, extreamly ſurpriſed and aſtoniſhed, 
whilſt the Princeis Bernice s reſpett could not ſtay her: 
from caſting her Arms about her Brother's Neck, with 
ſo many Tears of real Joy, that he by them perceived 
her great affection towards him, he repaid her Em- 
braces with the ſame tenderneſs, and being in the end 
got looſe from her to receive thoſe he expected from his 


Father, he was in a great amazement to ſee him change 


colour twice or thrice; and inftead of Affectionafe 
welcomes to hear theſe words from him; What (aid 
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74 The Hiftory Part ]. 
he, darting a furious look at him) are vou then Oro. 
ondates, not my Son Oroondates, but Oroondates the 
crueleſt of all my Enemies; Art thou that unnatural Son 
who 0 5 Y for 1 the Party of his Father, and of his Ring, 
and who going over to 75 Enemy, fought with his own 
Hand againſt an Army where I was in Perſon ; ſlauth. 
tered my Fon: Subjets almoſt before my Eyes, and 
perchance ſought out me my ſelf to ſtain his Patricide 
Hands, in the Blood of him to whom he owes his Birth; 
be that has ſpent whole Tears in the Court, and in the Ser- 
dice of my Irreconcileable Enemy, whilſt I was oppreſſed 
with Domeſtich Wars, and ſought his Alliance with Abaſe- 
ments, unwortby of his Quality, whilſt he in the interim 
laboured my Deſtruction. 2» . . 
My Prince, who had believed this altogether un- 
known to his Father, was ſo confounded at theſe R- 
proaches, that in a long time he was not Able to ſpeak 
to him; and in the end having little to reply againſt 
the Truth of what he ſaid, looking on him with an 
Eye able to have made him relent, Sir (ſaid he) It i 
true, Love hath made me to commit Follies, which one that 
were not a Father, and à very graciens one, would not ea(ily 
pardon; but Sir, beſides my Repentance of them, which [ 
come to teſtiſie at your Feet, and the ſubmiſſion wherewith 
T come to expoſe my ſelf to all the puniſhments I have de- 
ſerzed; I have {uffercd ſo cruel a Penannce, that your 
juſt Anger would not have injoined me ſo ſharp 4 one. 
The King was not in the leaſt ſoftned by theſe words 
but with an Auſteer Countenance, No, perfideons wretc 
(ſaid he) Think not to _— me by a forced ſubmiſſion ; 
Jon did not believe I had been ſo weil acquainted with 
Jour Crimes; but you ſhall receive a puniſhment for them, 
that ſhall ſerve from henceforth for an Example to all un- 
natural Children like your ſelf: Take away this Ingrate- b 
Ful Jon from before me (continued he, turning to the 
Guards) and carry him to the Caſtle of Sercy, we will firſt 
abe order for Security, and then conſider what kind of 0 


Paniſhment is due to him. EE 
At this Sentance my Prince aroſe from before him, 
and believing he had fatisfi:d what was due toa Father, 4 
he was ſo dilpleaſed with him for ſuch a uſage, after 5 
ſo long an Abſence, that he deigned-not to ſpeak one v 
Word more to him in his Juſtification 3 but followed F 
the Captain of the Guard, after he had requeſted, [ | 
37 might 
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part J. Caſſandra. | 
ight not be ſeparated from him, neither Bernice's 
ears, nor the earneſt Entreaties of all preſent being 
able to reverſe this doom; but looking on them with 
furious Eye, Me ſaw him not ſaid he, as long as Da- 
ins was alive, nor ſhould we ſee him now if bis Fortune 
were on foot, and I will make him know that we could 
have ſpared the ſight of him (fill, To be brief in this 
part we were Impriſoned, but wich as much liberty 
and recreation as the place could allow us, being a 
very ſpacious one with a Park, ſurrounded with ex- 
ceeding high Walls, and ſtore of Game in it; but my 
Prince was ſo overwhelmed with ſorrow, that his Soul 
was capable of no delights, and though he had had the 
faireſt opportunity in the World to have eſcaped, - in 
the Condition he was in, he would have declined it; 
. his frequent complainings of his cruel Fortune was a 
very ſenſible Grief ro me, Were it poſſible (would he © 
ſay, amongſt many other things) that Statira could Jee 
| me in this Condition, touched with pity, and that ſhe © 
could be hold the change of my Countenance, and not to 
have ſome remorſe for that of her own heart. Ne like- 
WH wiſe lamented my Condition, and ſaid to me, Ara vis, 
| be no longer obſtinate to accompany my deſtiny, it is 
ſo unfortunate that it will involve thee in my Deſtructi- 
on, and I am exceedingly grie ved to ſee thee ſpend 
thy Youth in ſo unhappy an Eſtate, that my Sorrows 
do thereby receive a moſt ſenſible addition: Retire 
from me, I pray thee, and if I be not able as I ought, 
or as I could wiſh to requite the good ſervices I have 
received from you, ſatisfie your ſelf with my good 
Deſires, and expect thy rewards from the Gods, who 
without doubt will not ſuffer thy Fidelity to paſs 
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without Recompence. 

The'e words, indeed, drew Tears from my Eyes; 
but could not remove the deſign from my Heart, which 
I had ſetled in it never to forſake him; and when we had 
remained in this confinement about a Year, we had no- 
tice that Alexander was prepairing to Invade Scythia, 
and that the whole ſtrength of the Kingdom were ap- 
pointed to March againſt him, under the Conduct and 
Auſpicious Fortune of the Valiant Arſaces, whoſe 
Fame and Glory (though it ſounded every where 
very loud) fo little troubled my Prince with any 
Emulation at this time, that he only ſaid, FI were 
” ge , not 


o 
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_ diſgrace of this Gallant Man being known but to a few. 


: himſelf; but thatwhich cauſed our wonder, was that the 
King wit a great train of Nobles, came to our Priſon, my 


 ferved ſome puniſhment hut nom I come my ſelf to-releaſe you 


#00 long. 


Crime, and according. to your Royal Pleaſure; weil 


make amends, by Actions contrary to thoſe that made 
this Difference betwixc us. After this thoſe that at- 
tended the King ſaluted my Prince with Tears of Joy; 


fection Which his rare Virtues had kindled in the 


not fo Criminal as I am, and that the King would hontur 
me with this Enterprize, I wonld ſerve him in it, perhaps 
with leſ Prudence and leſs Valour, but at leaft with as 
much Fidelity as Arſaces. 
Two Months after the advancing of our Forces, we 
had news that Arſaces had given Battle to the Mace. 
doni ans, that he had (lain their General Arimbas, and ac 


gained an abſolute Victory, ſo that very few eſcaped; to 


and upon his return to 1/zdon, had been received in 
Triumph; the King, the whole Court, and all the 
People rendring him Honours worthy. of his Vir tue, and o 
the great Ser vices he had done for them; yet ſo mutable 
is Fortune, that about a Week after, we were told how 
the King without any conſiderations of his Deſerts, had 
cauſed him to be Impriſoned, the reaſon of the ſuddain 


My Prince was much grieved for his Father's Ingrati- 
tude, and would willingly have diſpoſed himſelf. to 
have helped 4/aces, if he had had any power to help 


Prince received him in the Court of the Caſtle, and ſa- 
luted him with an humble Reſpect and Submiſſion. The 
King uſed him in a very different manner, from the 
Reception he had given him on his Arrival; and ha- 
ving raiſed him with a tender Embrace, Son (ſaid he) 
Tou have ſuffered enough for a fault, that in reality de. 


ont of an Impriſonment which the Inveterate hatred of our 
Family, againſt t hat of Perſia bas perchance made to lajs 


My Prince, without expreſſing any figns of Joy, at 
theſe. wards, replied, - Your Majeſty next to the Gods 
may diſpoſe of my Deſtiny ; and either haſten or re- 
tard my Licerty, according, to the greatneſs of my 
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Son, anſwered the King, Let us blot out of our re- 
membrance what is paſt, and endeavour both of us to 


and ſuch Expreſſio ns, as viſibly teſtified that the Af- 
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Hearts of his Friends was not yet extinguiſhed; and. 
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that all Scxthia which had mourned his Captivity, would 
receive the news of his freedom with much Joy. My 
Prince returned their Salutes and Embraces with much 


we f e oe 

ice. Civilicy and Reſpect; and the King having given him an 
nd account of the ſtate of the War; which Zopiro, Brother 
d; to Arimbas, now made, and diſcourſed many other 


things with him; he was haſtened to the Army (the 
Command of which the King beſtowed on him) with- 


nd out being ſuffered to come to //idon, or to ſee any of 
ble his Friends; except thoſe that were to make their Voy- 


age with him; the chief of which were Theodates, 


JW | 
ad Arſacomes and Cleoreltes, with about two or three hun- 
in dred more of the chief Men of Scythia. The Army 


ſaluted my Prince upon his arrival in it, with joyful 
Acclamations, preſaging good ſucceſs under him, who 
had always rendered them Victorious, when he fought 


Ip on their fide, ſhewing great Courage and Reſolution 
* to _ engage the Enemy, which was heightned by a | 


-moving Oration, my Prince made encouraging them 
to fight valiantly againſt the Common Diſturber of the 
whole Earth; for their Country, their Wives, their 
Children and their Liberty; and finding in their Faces 
his words had produced the effect he deſired, ſtaying 
no longer, he lead them againſt the Enemy : And not 
to be tedious to you Sir, in what you cannot but know 
already, the Armies engaged with great fury; and in 
a few moments a great many gallant Men were laid 
breathleſs, or dying upon the Earth. And animated 
by the wonderous Valour my Prince ſhewed in that 
Battle, after he had ſlain Zopiro, and many other Ma- 
cedonian Commanders of great Fame in War; the Sc3- 
thians prevailed, gaining an entire Victory; few of the 
Enemy eſcaping the Sword. 1 r 
The Fight being over, Oroondates according to his 
wonted generoſity, cauſed the wounded Macedonian: 
to be taken ſpecial care of, ſo that many recovered ; alſo 
the Body of Zoprio, and the chief Commanders to be 
honourably buried; ſeting all the Priſoners (who would 
depart his Camp) at liberty, and upon this Victory, 
3 moſt of the Towns which had ſhamefully revolred 
: from the King of Scythia, and received the Macedonian 
: Yoak, returned to their Obedience ; and when he had 
7 rewarded all thoſe that had behaved themſelves gallant- 
bu che Fight, and pardoned the Revolters, he laid 
- 5 5 | Siege 
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though this act of Clemency was blamed by a great 
many of his Party, who could not approve his ſo grex 


|. you pleaſe to call into your remembrance thoſe Perſons | 
bare ſerved, you will know that I have had the honour 1 


and will give you a faithful account of the Charge 
where with I am intruſted. 1 


with ſo many ſeveral inward Motions, that the changes 
of his Countenance witneſs the diſturbance of his Mind; 
but having ſetledſhimſelf as well as he could, Zhres: 
(laid he) Ve will talk together in the Eveninz, with mort 
_ leiſure and conveniency; in the mean time I will aſſure vou, 


welcome in a piace where I have ſome Power ; and whert 


"The Hr, Part} 
Siege to Malitopolis, which ſtrong Place well gariſone 
(and into which many of thoſe that fled were entered 
held us a Month in the Siege; but though we carrie 


it by Aſſault, yet my Prince extended his Mercy to al 
that he found in it, after he became Maſter of it; 


gentleneſs, to a place fo obſtinately Rebellious; ſom ©* 
other Towns ſtood out, but were ſoon reduced. CU 
Whilſt my Prince was thus employed, in reſtoring 15 
the Tranquility of Scythia, a Man was brought unto 7 
his Tent, by ſome of our Guards, who had told then f* 
he had buſineſs of great Importance, to impart to my ff 
Prince. At firſt we knew him not, and he (perceiving Wl © 

as much) ſaluting Oroondates on his Knee, {aid in the i 
Perſian Language, I ſee Sir you have forgot me; but if i 


do you ſome ſervices. ; 992 
Theſe Words, and the tone of his Voice, made us 
preſently call to mind it was the Eynuch Breut; that 
Faithful Servant to the Princeſs of Perſia, who had 
never left them in their Captivity, but to carry the 


News of the Queens Death ro Darius; and had lead 


us himſelf ro H/gambis's Tent, where he had continued 


after my Maſters fatal Adventure. This knowledge 
of him, infinitely ſurpriſed my Prince, who riſing up 


from his Chair, embraced him with great kindneſs: 


O Tyreus (ſaid he) 1s it poſſible that I ſee you, and that 
gon have been able to forſake the Ladies you ſerved, and 
come into Scythia. Sir, replied the Eunuch, If my 
being in this Country has ſurpriſed you, the cauſe of it 
will doubtleſs ſurpriſe you a great deal more; I will 


tell you when yon will pleaſe to give me the liberty, 


Oroondates ſtartled at this Diſcourſe, was aſſaulted 


that what bafeneſs ſoever brought you hither, you are kind) 


C 


wei Ja 
cerved from von in your Country. After this I embraced 


diverting him the reſt of the Day, whilſt my Prince 
was buſie in giving new Orders to the Commanders; 


Beſieged; but going to Bed ſoon after Supper, he 
commanding us to fit down by him, Breus (ſaid he) 


by your Diſcourſe moſt ſenſible renewings of my Grief, and 
perhaps ſome change in my 7 ax es Condition; ſpeak without 
flattery J entreat you, to him, who can neither have any 


addition to bis Sorrows, nor hope for any kind of Joy. 


thought himſelf, what he had to ſay, began his Relation 
in this manner. 4 fy Nw 


« 
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equally divided between Joy and Grief, that J verily 


fore I preſumed to undertake ſo important a buſineſs 
e upon me, to Communicate to your ſelf, which 
I lo When 


I will endeavour to requite part of the Conrteſies T re- 


the Man, and gave him the beſt Entertainment I could, 


for haſtening the Reducing Orchilachia, which we then 
cauſed me to bring the Eunuch unto his Chamber, and 


We are nom at liberty, or rather, I am now ready to receive 


The Eunuch on this requeſt, having a little be- 


conceive no Narration can parralleljt; the certain 
truth of which J learned, and inſtructed my ſelf in, be- 


nearly Concerns. = When 
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T H E Diſcourſe, Sir, (ſaid Tyrens, the Eunuch) 1 7 
am to make you, will queſtionleſs have a twofold © 
Effect at once, to pleaſe and afflict you, as being ſo 


80 The Hſoy Part! 
When by tlie Command of Alexander, the Princeſſe 
were removed from Sidon, and parted from you, witk 
a very ſenſible Sorrow they came to Gaza, which the 
Conqueror then beſieged with a powerful Army, wher: In 
they were lodged, and Royally attended; near the let 
'Cown, there he continued to perſecute the Prince 
Statira with his Love; laying aſide his Pretentions to 
Barſma, and other Beauties; her coldneſs to him (in 
conſideration of you) being ſo far from extinguiſhing 
his Love, that it had rather the Force to inflame hi 
Paſſion with more arducus Deſires of gaining that 
Beauty,that had captivated the Heart of her Conqueror, 
and conſtrained him to place her Idea there againſt her 
Mind ; who had at that time no place for any in her 
own, but yours; yet ſhe behaved her ſelf with that 
prudence (though his Paſſion extreamly afflicted her) 
as became a Princeſs, who knew it was not convenient 
to Exaſperate a young Conqueror, whoſe Power was 
Abſolute over her, and often had reſpite by the great 
and urgent Employments that took him from her, in 
bringing all Egipt under his Subjection, as before he 
had done many other Kingdoms, in which ſhe had x 
freer liberty to bewail her Misfortunes to the-Princels 
Pariſatis, Barſina, and others who were dear to her, 
and others who were dear to her; and whom ſhe could 
ferely truſt in disburthening her Soul of thcſe weighty 
Secrets; and her greateſt Conſolation was to hear them 
ſpeak of you in obliging terms; and one day being 
alone in her Chamber, ſhe was teld that a Servant of 
yours Waited to Communicate to her ſome matter of 
Importance from you, which made that fair Princels 
tremble all over with exceſs of Joy, though unex- 
pectedly it proved fatal to her repoſe, and made her 
ſhed Rivers of Tears from her beautious Eyes, as will 
appear in the ſequel; though as we after underſtood, 
yon were alrogerher Innocent of the cauſe; ſhe no 
ſooner heard he waited, but commanded he thould be 
introduced, running to meet him at the Entrance of 
her Chamber, and preſently knew him to be Arbater, 
one of the Officers of your Houſe, whom. you had en- 

tertained in your Service in the Court of Perſia, _ 

The Prince at theſe Words, interrupting Breus, ſaid 
it is true, we left him in Sidon, wich Money to go to 
what place he pleaſed, as having excuſed himſelf to 
| FT Mc, 
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me, that he could not further wait upon me, by rea- 
ſon of ſome Indiſpoſition. As ſoon Sir, ſaid Teus, as 
he he was come into the Chamber, the Princeſs with much 
Impatience, enquired news of you : he told her he. 
left you in Fhrcama, about to paſs the Araxis, and 
e return unto Scythia, from whence (continued the 
falſeſt of all Men living) he ſent me back with this 
n Letter, to addreſs your fair Hands. The Princeſs who. 
ſuppoſed you had at that time been with the Kiag her 
his WY Father, ſtood at firſt aſtoniſhed, as being infinitely 
troubled at this News; but recovering her ſelf, ſhe 
or. took the Letter with a trembling Hand, as preſaging 
' Wome misfortune, from the ſuddain ſadneſs that had 
ger ſſeiſed on her Heart, and which ſince has cauſed thoſe 
many Afflictions ſhe has ſuffered by it. She no ſooner 
lopened and caſt her Eyes upon it, bat ſhe perceived a 

ne Bracelet; the ſight of which cauſed her to tremble; _ 
and made her wonted Courage fail her; inſomuch, that 
at in the diſorder ſhe was in, the found her ſelf ſcarce 
in capable of reading it; yet recollecting her fainting Spi- 
he rits, and ſtriving with her ſelf, ſhe read theſe Words, 
with the greateſt difficulty in the World 


ef; If you were of Opinion that I diflembled,you were 
er, not at all deceived: I confeſs I did difſemble in my 
11d Compliance to you; but I diſſembled not in my Paſſion 


for one more lovely, and infinitely deſerving than your 
elf, You have indeed made me forſake a place your 
Importunities have given me caule to hate : I leave 


- vou therefore, but I leave you without any Concern or 
of Trouble, and without any deſign to advantage my ſelf; 
eſs either by „our Remembrance, or by your Favours I 
x · N obtained them with too much eaſe to value them; and 


becauſe the Preſents of Enemies are always fatal, I ſend 


vou back your Bracelet, and retain nothing of you 
d, that can trouble the repoſe of Oroondates; | : 
no The Prince no ſooner heard the Words of this fatal 


Letter; bur interrupting the Eunuch, O Gods! (ſaid 
e) Tyreus, What is this you tell me? What ! was then that 
trer I writ to Proud and Envious Roxana, carried to 
Y Princeſs, as being Addreſſed to her? And did that 
bracelet I ſent back to her, fall into the Hands of my be- 
wed Statira 2 No, Sir, (replied the Eunuch) but aro- 
bey , which (if you remember) 30 loſt at Damaſcus; 
nd which the Prove bd ſhe. ct her Eye a # 


— 
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knew to be the ſame, ſhe gave jou as 4 token of her Eſteen 
for jou, when you went with Artaxerxes, her beloved Bro. 
ther, to fight againft the Scyrhians - bat let me intreat you 
to give attention to the reſt, and your wonder will be ſuf- 
ficiently cleared. TENT 8 i 
Marvel not Sir, if the Princeſs was greatly ſurpriſed 
and aſtoniſhed at the read ing your Letter; and at the 
fight of a Bracelet of her own Hair, and wrought with 
her own Hands; ſo that there remained nothing to 
doubt of the Truth, nor for her (as inclinable as ſhe 
was) to frame in excuſing you; but being atlured of 
her misfortune, by proots impoſſible for her to con- 
tradi, her Courage and her Strength forſook her, and 
her Spirits failed her, ſo that the Letter and Bracelet 
falling our of her Hands, ſhe ſunk down in a deadly 
{woon, ail pale and dying; when Cleone (that faithful 
Maid, with whom ſhe intruſted her niceſt Secrets) run. 
ning to her, unclaſped her Robes, and uſed ſuch means, tre. 
with the help ot others the called to her aſſiſtance, Wy 
that the Princeſs reviving a little, and looking on he {pe 
with languiſhing and almoſt dying Eyes, ſighing and Cor 
letting fall ſome Tears, with a faint Voice order d he tert 
to command the reit to avoid the Chamber: in which M5, 
me was no ſooner obeyed, but ſhe poured forth he baſe 
Grief, in the moſt fad and doleful manner, her Soares 
was capable in ſo weak a Condition. Then it was to te 
uttered her lamentable Complaints of your ſuppoſed Ir: ings. 
fidelity, which Cleone her ſelf could not repeat to mou 
without Sighs and Tears. She gave her ſelf altogethe unw 
over to Weeping, and Complaints, not admitting tio: 
leaſt Conſolation, nor ſuftering her ſelf to be ſeen Min; 
Barſina, nor Pariſatis, no nor by the Queens themſclveWboy, 
and Clone, who truly reſpected and honoured you, 
going about to alledge ſomething in your Juftitication, 
he fell into an unuſual Paſſion ; Hold thy Peace thu 
Fool (ſaid the) a:ainft thine own Senſe, and thy ownd. 
0. n't thy Mouth to defend that diſloyal Aan 
Can he deny his own Hand, or his Seal? Can he diſaul 
his Servant that delivered it, or can I be deceived in til 
Bracelet, I wronght with mz own Hands, or the Hair til 
tho thy ſelf Gdft cut off to Weave it > Is there any mi 
ner of doubt in this, or trick of Roxana's ; hen, or 4 
ſhadow of hope, that we may be decei ved? Do but pi 
vm, Cleone, and believe 1 ſhall be the moſt perfeith ® 
| | | =.” 
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) Ai fortune 5 07 if b; an) Reaſon thou canſt perſwade 
me 1 am aſleep, or beſides my ſelf. 


i At this Diſcourſe Cleone was forced to be filentz 
| nor had .ſhe any ching, after ſuch apparent proofs of 
ed WW your Infidelity, to urge in your Vindication, either 
he to excuſe you, or condemn the Reſentments of the 
th Princeſs her Miſtriſs: And fo violent this ſuppoſed In- 
to jury you had done her, wrought upon her render Soul, 
he that it caſt her into a dangerous Sickneſs, and though 


ſhe made ſtrong Reſolutions to conceal the Cauſe of it 


trom thoſe that were neareſt and very dear to her; 
nd yet was ſhe not able to keep them, nor forbear burſt- 
lets Mi ig into an Ocean of Tears, and ſhewing the fatal Letter 
dly chat had reduced her to that pitious Condition; ſne 


plainly confeſſed to Bar/ina, Pariſatis, and the Queens, 
the Love ſne had born you of a long time; and en- 


treated their pardon for the fault ſne had committed, 
nce, by giving way to it, at the earneſt Solicitation and 
he N Pelwaſions of Artaxerxes her Brother, without their 
and conſent, expreſſing her ſelf in ſuch ſad and moving 
her terms, as filled them with a generous Compaſſion of her 
hich g aferings, and the higheſt Reſentments againſt you, for 
net baſel), and without a cauſe, putting a ſlight upon the 
Sou WMereareſt and faireſt Princeſs upon Earth, and one who 
s (hoo tenderly loved you: They condemned your proceed- 
d Ir- Wings, as moſt contrary co Generoſity, to the Sanctity of 
) Myour Oaclis, and even to Civility it ſelf, and as altogether 
en Wunworthy of your Quality, the great Name you had 
g tiegheotten by many Brave and Glorious Actions, and thoſe 
en chining Virtues they had taken you to be endowed with 
ves dove the reſt of mankind. 6 | 
you Whilſt the fair Princeſs laboured under this moſt 
ac1008Wenfible Affliction Roxana viſited her often, as ſhe was 
then obliged, though ſhe deſired it not, and watching a 
wo VW:vourable opportunity for ſtriking a deep blow, the 
Aa led not to do it; Madam (laid ſhe) the Gods have 
auß at laſt been pleaſed that you ſhould be diſabuſed, and 
in dat the ſincerity of my Innocency ſhould be made 
ir ti plain: I told you ſufficiently of the inconſtant hu- 


mour of this diſloyal Man; but myfaithful Counſel and —_ 
or Advice was held ſuſpicious, and you entertain d with 
ſcorn, what I told you out of a real Affection: but in 

this you are notalone * by him; he made ſner 
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© to Ggh for many others; Barſina though ſhe diflem. 
© les ir ſtands not exempted from his perfidiouſneſs: 

* nay kumbly begging you pardon, I my ſelf have been 

© deceived by him, and that falſe Man, in your abfence, 
© hasa thouſand times taken the ſame Oaths, and made f 
the ſame Proteſtations to me, which I doubt not but 
© he tendered to you: but the Gods were at the ſame 2 

time ſo merciful ro me, that I never gave any con- f 

* fiderable credit to them, nor ever granted him any i 

* fivour, which he can boaſt of to my prejudice. | 

c 

io 

c 

c 

o 
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Many other things of the ſame nature ſhe ſaid, and 
urged with vehement Reproaches: but the Princes 
-who loved her not gave little heed or attention to 
them; reſtraining her Signs and Tears, that ſhe might 
not triumph over her Ath ions; but when none but 
Cleone atcended her, the gave her Sorrow full ſcope, 
not without juſtly reproaching you, as ſhe then verily 

believed. R 185 

* Ah! (would ſhe ſay) Is it poſſible that Oroondate, 
© the Son of ſo great a King, whole Vertues in all ap- 
pearance were equal to his Quality; he that abandoned 
* his Friends and Country tojerve me, and teſtified his 
© Love by ſuch noble proofs, ſhould be capable of a | 
Baſeneſs ſo much beneath his Birth, and ſo contrary to 
* thoſeVirtues,and to thoſe gallant proofs of his Paſlion? 
* Ot is it pothible I Hhould doubt of it, after the aſſurance 
gie has given me of ic with his own Hand; or rather 
* is it pollible, I ſhould live after ſuch unqueſtionable 
marks of my Unhappineſs 2 Ah Sratira, thy Credulity 
© has betrayed thee, and thou ougliteſt to die for the 
E xpiation of thy Faults,and theReparation thou owel: 
* to the Illuſtrious Blood of Perſia; and inſeperably to 
.* rye revenging furics to the Heart of that diſloyal Mar, 
thy facil nature has made thee ſo ſoon believe, and 
© lye: die then miſerable Stat ira, linger not out a Lift 

full of ſomany Diſaſters, full of ſo much Shame, and 
-* fail of fo much Repentance; and ſurvive not the ſcori 
© cf that Inſolent Enemy, but by a ſeafonable Dcati 
prevent the laſt misfor tune of thy Family. 

dge ſaid man things more to the ſame purpoſe, and 
would continue for ſome time in this Deſign of Dying, 
and then ona fuddam change her Diſcourſe and Reſo- 
lution. * What, would the ſay, Shall I die for the 
** Trayter, who uſes me with a baſeneſs beyond 
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* ample? Shall Idie for that ingrateful Man, who having 
© received a thouſand proofs of my Affe ion, is nor 
aſhamed to tell me he diſſembled with me, out of 
compliance, that he ſighs for one more lovely, and that 
ee leaves our Company only to ſhun my Importuni- 
e ties; that he forſakes me without trouble, and ſtights 
my Favours becauſe he acquired them too extity? Who * 
© ſends me back myBracelet as a fatal preſent of tis molt | 
© cruel* Enemies; and who will retain nothing of me 
that may diſturb his Repoſe, or hinder his new and 
* real Affection? No, no, I diſdain to die for him, I 
have done too much without dying, and that would 
* be my utmoſt Shame and his greateſt Vanity ; proud 
* would the Traytor be, and boait he had conitrained 
* the Princeſs of Perſia to die for Love of him, and 
© had ſo eaſily deſtroyed the Daughter of his Father's 
Enemy. Rather live, then, to hate and diſpiſe him, for 
a baſeneſs deteſted both by Gods and Men. | 
This ſhe would ofien fay, and more to the ſame 
purpoſe, and endeavoured all {he could to blot your 
remembrance out of her Mind, or change her Love to 
hatred; and this Reſolution a'lfting her to recover 
her Health by degrees, ſne commanded Cleone not to 
name you in her preſence, tearing your. Leiter, and. 
deſiring her Siſter, with all that were near about ker,nei- 
ther by Diſcourſe, or bringing any thing before her to 
call you back to her Remembrance: yet the could not 
endeavour to forget you, without putting a ſtrang 
violence upon her ſeif, and ſuffering all rhe pangs of one 
who once fo dearly loved you, the force of winch I am 
unable to expreſs. | | # | 
In this condition the fair Princeſs continued, till 
Alexander returned from viſiting the Temple of Fepirer 
Hammon, full of her lovely Idea as ever, and found 
her wrapt in Melancholly, not being able ro penetrate 
into the true cauſe of it, yet labouring all he could ro 
comfort her; when having placed Faceſtes and Hegi 
his Lieutenants in Egypt, he haſted towards Babylon, 
whither he heard Darius was retired with the remain- 
der of his Forces: in which March, wearied with the 
toll and grief ſuſtained, Dariuss his Queen died, after 
a ſhort fickneſs; which occaſioned new Grief, to the 
Princeſſes her Daughters, and the whole Courr. She 
was buried with great Honour by 4/cxarder's expreſs 
ER «oh Command; 
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Command, who laboured to Comfort the Prirteefſes in 
their Sorrow, but in vain; for Grief added by this Ac- 
were inſenſible of any Conſolation. "7 | 
Vouskgow, Sir, at this time I left them, to bring 
the doleful news to Darius, I was a witnefs in what 


cident, had fo totally overwhelmed them, that they 


manner you received it, and how a few Days after ws 
both ſaw the Iſſue of the Bloody Battel cf :#abela; 
I allo conducted you (if you remember) to the Queens 


Tent, and obſerved what uſage you received from Sta. 
tira, which at that time I could not look on but as 
very ſtrange, conſidering the glorious things I knew 
you had done for her, but could not then reach the 

cauſe of her diſpleaſure. | 


T rexs pauling at thefe Words, © I do not wonder, 
ſaid the Prince, * wiping away ſome falling * that 
my Princeſs ſo malitiouſly abuſed, deteſted the fight 
* kim, who with ſo much probability ought to pals in 
her Opinion for the moit unworthy and baſeſt of all 
Men living. Ah how juſt was her Diſpleaſure, and 
© how cunningly, and with what Artifice was that Plot 
* contrived . Yer proceed, T;reas, for my Mind pre- 


* ſages there is more of my Misfortune yet behind. 


After the fatal Battle of Arabela (continued T;rens) 
I remained as before in the Service of Queen Syſigambr., 
and the Princeſſes; and then we went with Alexander 
to Babylon, which great City was delivered ro him with- 
out Reſiſtance, by /Zazexs the Governour, and the 
People received him with Pomp and Veneration, as a 

God rather than Man, ſubmitting to his Yoak with 

Univerſal applauſe, who uſed them with much 
Gentleneſs. | 3 

The Princeſs however, notwithſtanding her ſtriving 
to hate you, and all the Refolutions ſhe had taken, 
could not at this time but infinitely grieve, as verily 
ſoppoſing you were Slain in that Battel, tili ſhe heard 
rae contray from Alexander; who ſpoke of your al- 
our, in terms of wonder, informing her, That that 
„Valiant Man, who had done ſuch great Things for 
3 her Liberty was not Slain; bur by his Command Es- 
© menes had, taken him from among the heaps of the 
a Dead, and carried him to Arbela, where he remain- 
ed nor without hopes of Recovery. At this the Noble« 
neſs of her Heart made her conceive an exceeding 10 
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ward Joy; and remembring out of how many Dangers 
the Gods had delivered you, ſhe hoped you might &«{- 
cape this, making ſome Prayers for your pr eſer va⸗ 
10n. | TY — 
i Eleone and Barſina, ſeeing her thus ſhaken in her 
reſolves, took the opportunity in doing you all the 
good Offices they could to perſwade her dut of a 
belief of your Infidelity ; and reftore you again to her 
favour 3 telling her what great Things you had done 
for her, and remembring her of your laſt Words, fo 
contrary to thole of your Letter, and the Report of 
Arbates, who affirmed jou were journying to Scythias 
when on the contrary you had been { en fighting va- 
liantly for Darius, and even done ſuch wonders to re- 
deem her from her Captivity : but ſhz anſwered, that 
your ill reception in SSt andyour Father sAnger after 
your fight ing for their Enemy aga inſt them, might haye 
made you return in a Diſpair to caſt away your Life, 
to appeaſe the Indignation of your King and People; 
then the repeated again the particulars of your Leiter. 
* And further (par ſued ſche) If you take notice when 
he came unto my Tent, and heard my juſt Reproaches 
* he never uttered a Word to pacitic- my Indignation ; 
and after he had contented himſelf with FT; me; 
* inftead of @ Juſtification, that if 1 had any thing to 
reproach him With, I ought to take a more oppor» 
tune Seaſon, inſtead of vindicating himſelf, le 
* arrogantly upbraided me with his Serviczs, going cut 
without ſo much as giving me any reſpe& or ſatiſ- 
faction. Do you judge (continued ſhe) If in permit- 
ting me to make Reproaches in another place, he did 
not confeſs, I had all the reaſon in the Worid to do 
*ſo, and that diſdaining to juſtiſie himſelf, it is plain 
the had loſt all the reſpect he had, or had feigned to 
have had for/ e. 5 * 
Yet for all this, the Princeſs at her more leiſurę 
hours ceaſed not to make deep and ferious Reflz&ions 
upon your laſt Words and Actions; and in the uncer- 
tain Motions they cauſed in her wavering Thoughts | 
ſhe remained in ſuch ſuſpence. between her firſt Incli- 
nations, and the Reſolution ſhe had taken to Love 
and ſee you no more; that had you at that time re- 
turned, it is unqueſtionable bur you had obliterated 
thoſe Impreſſions, that her Anger had imprinted 15 
3 | 3, | 1 
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her Mind; but hearing no more of you, ſhe abſolutely 
believed you had utterly forgotten or forſaken her, in 
favour of ſome other Beauty. % IQ; 
Whilſt the fair Princeſs of Perſia was toſſed with theſe 
_ doubrs, Alexander during his ſtay at Babylon, praſſed 
his ſuit with much earneſtneſs, and hardly paſſed à 
Day wherein he paid her not a viſit, with the pro- 
f>undett Reſpects nd Expreſſions of an ardent Af. 
fection he was capable to utter: and one Day he de- 


ſived her to tell him the Name and Quality of that 


Gallant Man (meaning your ſelf) that had done fuch 
wonders for her n the Field, and put him in fuch 
danger of his Life; but ſhe diſſembled any knowledge 
of you, yet was pleaſed to hear him ſpeak great things 


to the Advantage of your Valour and Virtues. Then 


he proceeded to urge the greatneſs and purenels of 
his own Affections towards her; to which ſhe anſwer. 
ed very modeſtly witk becoming Bluſhes; That ſhe 
diſdained not ſo Illuſtrious a Perſon, neither received 
that honour he did her, other ways than as the ſtate 
of her preſent Condition permitted her; confeſfing 
The had great obligations to him, and by their great- 
neſs ſtrove as much as poſſibly ſhe could to counter 
ballance the Evils he had done to her Houſe. But 
Sir (continued ſhe, with a more exalted tone) what 
particular marks ſoever you give me of your AﬀeRi- 
on; which way would you have me to receive the 
© Proofs and Expreſſions of your Love, whilſt you 
* perſecare Darius with fo much Eagerneſs and Cru- 
*elty, and not farisfied with the Uſurpation of his 
* Dominions, you labour to deſtroy even his Life, re- 
© fuling him any corner of his vaſt Dominions'to reſt 
at quist in? Ah! Which way will you have me re 
* ceive the offer you make me, whilſt I know I am 
Jour Captive? How will you have me believe my 
* ſelf your Queen, and your Miſtaiſs, ſo long as ! 

* know my ſelf your Priſoner? r | 
Aerander, notwithſtanding the greatneſs of his 
Courage, was much abaſhed at this diſcourſe; and 
knowing it to be true, hid with his Hand fome bluſhes 
that came unto his Face; and a little recovering him- 
felt, * Madam (ald he) your Reproaches have much 
reaſon in them, but the cauſe of them ſhall quickly 
£ ceaſe with" the War; which if 1 have made again 
? EE Darius 
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© Darias, it has been for Empire and for Glory; and if 
el be firm in proſecui ion of my Victory, it is lels t 


have the honour of Conquering him, than to haye 
* the means of uſing him Gencrouſſy. Iris that I 
may reſtore that to him which I have glorbuſly taken 
from him, and to make you Miſtriſs of an Empire 


© by the Gift you ſhall receive from mk, rather than 
by that of Succeſſion „ „„ ang. 


When I ſhall ſee theſe Effects of your Generolity 
* (replied the Princeſs coldly) neither will Darius de 
* ungcateful in not acknowledguis the Obligation as 
ge ought, nor my ſelf: ſo diſobedient, as not to ſub- 
mit unto thoſe Commands he ſhall lay upon me, to 


* Honour and Eſteem your Perſon according to the 


greatneſs of your Actions, and the Favour you thall 


do us. And though this Anſwer ſatisfied him nor, 


he at leaſt diſſembled to be contented with it, and 


from that time he omitted nothing he -conceived 


might be obliging to her, to obtain her Love: bat his 
great Affairs calling him, he left her with a, Guard, 


and Royally attended at $a; and at parting Madam 


* (ſaid he) J am conftrained to leave you, but though 
1 go hence, my Thoughts ſhall not be ſeparated from 


you, peradventure I one. Day ſhall come back to lay 


* all my Victories at'your Feet; and'I wiſh to the Gods 


*thar I may be as able to conquer your Mind, as they 


* enable me to conquer Kingdoms, and that I may find 
©you as much ſoftned at my return, as I ind you obs 
* durate at my departure, 7 


* To this (the Princeſs replied) he ſhould ever find | 


her ready to acknowledge the Favours he did her, 


and never but to ſquate her Actions by the will of 
© her Parents. And Alexander, upon his departure 


proſecuting his Victories, ſhe enjoyed ſome quiet. 


In the mean while Madates Governaut ef the Pro- 


vince of the Vxiant having reſiſted M ander, and 


being beſieged in a Town, deſpairing of Pardon, weit 


to Queen Hyegamdis tu interceed for him, and not with- 


out much Importunity, though he was her Nephew, 
pPrevailed with that Magnanimous Queen, to ask any 
thing of her Conqueror: at laſt conſidering it was his 
Fidelity to the Houle of Perſia, that brought him into 

that danger, ſhe was fo far overcome as to write, en- 
kreating the Life of Madates might be given to her, 


which 


2 
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which Alexander freely granted, ſettling him as for- 


merly in his Government; and confirming the Liberties 
of thoſe People, as they enjoyed them under Darius: 
He ſignified as much to the Queen, and writ alſo a 
Letter to the Princeſs S:atirs, in theſe words. 


e give Madates's Life to the Queen, who asked it 


* of me, and I give the whole Province ro my Princeſs 
who asked nothing; I would it pleaſed the Gods that 
© ſhe way as eaſie to be entreated, and might loſe all her 

KRigour to me as quickly, as the Remembrance of her 
© hath diſſipated all the Anger againſt thoſe that have 


Relation to her: It is only of you fair Statira, that 


I implore the ſame Mercy, which theſe vanquiſhed 
© People have obtained, fince it is for you alone that I 
© ſuffer much ſharper pains than thoſe which they ap- 
©prehended : uſe me but as I uſed them, and do not 


* diſhonour your Conqueſt, by ſhewing Cruelty in 


© his Deſtruction, who hath rendered himſelf without 


© any reſiſtance; I hope for this effect from your Ge- 


e neroſity, and only from your Goodneſs for the ſafety 


© of Alexander. 2955 
Upon this the Queen in gratitude conſtrained the 


Princeſs to return an Anſwer; which ſhe did in this 


manner. 


© Both for the ſafety of Aadaes, and in all your | 


Actions we receive proofs of your Vertue : I ſhall al- 
© ways continue a molt juſtly deſerved value of it; and for 
© the favcur our Friends have received at your Hands, 


Thoughts full of Acknowledgment! and Efteem ; 
© this is all that a Captive can do for her Lord, and all 


that Great Alexander can expect from the Unfortu- 
© nate Statirs, „ 

Soon after this (with a bleeding Heart I muſt tell 
vou) that poor Princeſs received the killing News cf 


the woful Death of Darius her Father. All the words 


in the World are not capable to expreſs the exceflive 
- Grief that overwhelmed her render Soul, as alſo that 
of her Siſter Pariſatis, the Queen, and others near 


allied to the Royal Blood of Perſia : After many la- 


mentable Cries, and floods of Tears, accompanied 
with Heart-breaking Sighs, they loſt all their Courage, 
and gave themſelves up wholly to the deepeſt Sorrow 
and Dolor imaginable. They lay many Days proſterate 
on the Floor, veiled and ſeparated from all Converſa- 


; 
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jon. Watering it ſo much with the pretious drops thar 
fh from their Eyes, that we doubted if this. ſad 
diſaſter would not haſten them to their Graves: and 
when the Body of Darius was ſent by Alexander 10 
the Queen, in order to a Royal Burial, their Sorrows ar 
that doleful fight were redoubled: they offered Tears of 
Blood, and Locks of their Hair on his Tomb; and 
with great entreaties Were they perſwaded to live after 
this laſt ſo deeply ſenſible blow of Fortune: As fer 


the manner of this great Kings Death, and how he 


fell by two of his Traytor-Subjects, I need not at this 
time trouble you, ſeeing it is recited in another place 

5 While theſe fair Mourners were in their Tears, A. 
kxander arrived and found the two Princeſſes ſhur up 
in a cloſe Room hung with black, and in darkneſs, 


unleſs for the incertain light a few glimmering Tapers 


gave. Scarce could he diſcern them in thatg loom); ob- 


ſcurity; but when he law ſo many Tears fall from the 


Eyes of his Princeſs, his Heart was ſo nearly touched 
with ſo deep a Compaſſion, that he mingled his own 
Tears with thoſe of the diſconſolate Mourners, and 
perceiving his preſence offended them, he at that time 
filently retired : but when by time he judged the Prin- 
cels capable of hearing him, he again fell into the pro- 
feſſion of his Love, renewing his Proteſtations with ſo 
much Ardor, that Statira thereby better underſtood 
the Violence of his Paſſion than ever before ſhe had 
done, and her Grief was very ſenſibly redoubled by it, 
ſo that ſhe could no longer keep in her Indignation, 
nor hide the Reſentments ſhe conceived againſt him; 
but looking upon him with an Eye inflamed with An- 
ger thus expreſled her ſelf. cri att 
Ah (faid ſhe) you are yet, Sir, djzed with the Blood of 


Darius, and by theſe winning marks of your Affection, you 
would oblige his Daughte» to Love jou: the Queen my Mo- 


ther lately expired under the Pains ſhe ſuffered in her Cap 
tivity, and you would have me look with a loving Eye 
upon him that has fent her to her Grave : the Fields are yet 
covered with Carkaſſes of Millions of our Subjects, and of 
the moſt Eminent of our Kindred; the Ruins of dus faireſt, 
Cities are yet ſmoaking with the Fire that conſumed them, 
and all the Countries that heretofore obeyed the King my 
Father, are at this preſent objects of Terror and Deſola- 

TH ES tion; 
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tion; and jou would have me give my ſelf to him who ha; 
laid them waſt; tothe Murtherer of my neareſt Friends, 
aud the cruel deſtroyer of the Empire and Family of Per- 
fia: No Sir, no 'tis not by ſuch obligation; tis not by the 
Blood of her Friends, nor by the ruin of her Eſtate, that 
the Heart of a Princeſs is to be won, 10 

She ſaid many other things, and then turned away 
her Eyes in diſdain, reſolving rather to die than yeild 
to his Importunities, or to any force that might be 
put upon her: And her words ſtruck the Conqueror 
with fo great an Aſtoniſnment, that ſhe had time to 
riſe from her Seat, and going to her Cloſet, Hut her 
ſelf in, giving her ſelf up wholly to Sorrow; nor 
would ſhe ſee or hear him any more, notwithſtanding all 
the Intreaties that were uſed to induce her to it: nay 
not for all the Commands ſhe received from the Queen, 
which cauſed Alexander with Admiration to conſider 
the greatneſs of her Courage, and not being able to 
contradict the Truth of her Reproaches, he was yet ſo 
ſtung with them, that he proteſted before the Queen 
Syſigambis he would never Imporcune her more whilſt 
he lived: and to put the Thoughts of her (if poſſible) 
the better out of his Mind, he proceeded to the Con- 
queſt of ſeveral Nations, that yet had not ſubmitted 
to the Macedonian Voak; many of which rhe Terror 
of his approach cauſed baſely to ſubmit; others were 
vanquiſhed by plain Force, and in Bactria, Beſſas one 
of the Trayterous Murtherers of Darius was put into 
his Hands, whoſe wicked neſs he generouſly deteſting 
delivered him to Oxiartes, Brother to the Murthered 
King, who (as a terror to all Traytors, and a Death 
more eaſie than ſo great a Crime deſerved) cauſed 
his Arms and Legs to be faſtened to four Trees with 
Cords, which being bowed down with great Weights, 
and fo ſuddainly let go, tore him in pieces; but Mar- 
bazanzs, the other Conſpirator, he pardoned at the In- 
ſtance and humble ſupplication of Sagen, the Eunuch, 
who had obliged him by many fignal ſervices. And 
going from Pactria, unto the Province of the Sacans, 
Where Roxana s Father governed, he had all the Towns 
delivered up by the Governour, who entertained. him 
at a ſplendid Feaſt; where his faireſt Ornament in the 
Kings Eye was his Daughter Roxana; Who accom- 
panied with Thirty Ladies, the moſt —— of that 
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wiped out of his Mind both his Re 


part of Callandia. 


Province waited on him at Dinner, and the King 


who had formerly {cen her near the Queens with an 


indifferent Eye, thougtit her at that time ſo beauti- 
ful and attractive, that he became paſſionately in Love 
with her, and having by long Abſence, by his great 
Employments, and partly by diſdain quenched the Af- 
fections he had born Statira, he reſolved to make Rox- 
aua his Wife; and not deferring longer to effect it, 
he ſpared not to declare his Intentions to his Friends, 
and to the Father of that Princeſs; and having the 
Approbation and Conſent of all, either through fear, 
or through Compliance, he conſummated the Mar- 
riage the ſame Day, and raiſed that Proud and En- 
vious Woman to an Exaltation ſhe could no ways 
imagin or pretend. to. L 

The Princels heard this news with-ſome amazement 3 
but was rather pleaſed than concerned at it, as now 
concluding he would never more perſecute her with 
his Love: but in this found her ſelf much miſtaken, 
for upon his return, the ſight of her Admirable Beauty 
(recovered a little from the cloud of Sorrow, that in 


ſome degree had obſcured its brightneſs) awakened and 


rouſed his ileeping Paſſion, and work ing its uſual effects, 

olut ions, and all 
the Impreſſions the Beauty and Subtilty of Roxana had 
made in it, whom he nad left at Paſagarda, by reaſon 


of ſome Indiſpoſition which hindred her from accom- 


pany ing him to Saſa; and it was her ablence that gave 
him the fuller liberty ro fall again into his old Af- 
fection, co the infinite Grief of the Pr inceſs Hatira, 
who laboured all ſhe could to give him the Repulſe; 
but in vain for he perſiſted with ſuch preſſing Argu- 
ments, and did her ſo many good Offices, that (re- 
membring your Ingratitude, and expecting never more 
to ſee you) ſhe began to loſe ſome parry of her Averſion, 


and of her reſentments conceived againſt him: he 


ſpared not now alſo by many Endearments and Pro- 
miſes, to gain the Qucen and the Princeſs Pariſatis on 


his fide, diſcovering his dearc to them, and expreſſing 


his Palſion in ſuch moviag and obliging Words to the 
Queen, that meeting wien a Mind already full of 


eſteem of him, he wrought alſo a willingneſs in it, 
to deiire and procure his Satisfaction in that Deſign; 
fo that being retired to her Chamber, ſhe (cnt for the 


Princeſs, 
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' Princeſs, and by many powerful Reaſons and Argu- 
ments adviſed her to entertain the King's Love, and 
not drive a Young and Reſolute Conqueror to uſe force, 
and the laſt Extremity which his Diſpair through her 
Diſdain might prompt him to, and to purſue which, 
he wanted not the means and opportunity, and then he 
might ſlight and reject her, to the ruin of her ſelf and all 
her Relations, who now by the will of the Deſtinies 
were put in his Power, and depended on him: ſhe 
ſaid this and much more to the ſame purpoſe, and then 
retiring, left her alone at liberty to digeſt it. 
She at firſt thought it extream difficult, and de- 
fended her ſelf a long time againſt cheſe Confiderations 
of the Queen, and all the Dangers wherewith ſhe threat. 
ned her, and againſt the Advantages the propoſed unto 
her; but a little after being again urged with more preſ- 
ſing Arguments, and concluding you had diſpiſed and 
utterly forſaken her, and by little and little, conliderin 
Alexander in whom every thing was truly Great Ky. 
Noble, Handſom, and in the flower of his Age, ſhe 
opened-her Eyes to receive his Idea in her Heart ; cer- 
tainly concluding that by your Infidelity ſhe was more 
than diſpenſed with from the Promiſes ſhe had made 
you, and that you never intended to exact the per- 
formances of them; ſo that ſhe ſuffered her ſelt in 
the end (though not without ſome trouble) to be over- 
come by ſo many appearances of Reaſon, and by the 
perſwaſions of all thoſe that had any credit with 


Rer. . 

Here the Prince interrupted him with Sighs, and 2 
ſtrange kind of diſcompoſure of his Mind, letting fall 
many Tears at the ſame time, to underſtand his Prin- 
ceſs had been deceived (by the crafty Ro rana) to be- 
lieve him perfidious, and by that means he had loſt all 
the nappineſs the World was capable to afford him; 
but no ſooner was he ſettled ere Hreus pro- 

| ceeded | | | 
I T will not trouble you, Sir (continued he) with the 
- Yaptures of Joy Alexander conceived, as {oon as he 
Found this change in the Princeſs, which a little before 
he had utter ly diſpaired of: but to be brief, the Wed- 
ding was haſtned, and the Marriage was ſolemnized 
= withina few Days, with all the Pomp due to ſuch 
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great Perſons; and at the ſame time Hepheſtion the 
King's Favourite, having gained the Good-will of the 
Princeſs Pariſatis, was Married to her, as were Ptole- 
mens and Eumenes to Apamia and Arſinoee , Prince Ar- 

tabaſus his two younger Daughters, and many other 
Princes and Lords of the Court, were Married to the 
Princeſſes and Ladies of Perſia, The King then ſeeing 
himſelf peaceably poſſeſſed of that Beauty, for which 
he ſighed ſo long, was willing to ſtifle the remem- 
brance of all paſt Misfortunes in an univerſal Joy, and 
reſtore thole happy Days to Perſia, that had been ſo 
long baniſhed thence; placing many of the Princes 
and Nobles in the Stations they had been in under 
Darius; ſo that by the mildneſs of his Reign all the 
Perſians began to recover Breath, after the tedious bue- 
then of their Miſeries, and hoped that that quiet Peace 
which had forſaken them would now continue. 

Scarce had the Queen begun to iettle her Affections, 
and taſt ſome ſweets of Life, when Roxana (though 
ſhe had not fully recovered her Sickneſs) arrived as 
Szſa, ſo ſtung with Jelouſie to have a Rival in Aexan- 
der's Love, ſo much ſuperiour to her ſelf, in all the 
Accompliſhments of Body and Mind, that can poſſibly 
be charming in Woman - kind, that ſhe reſolved on Re» 
venge; and not daring to uſe open force, ſhe found a 
way that took from the Queen all that Peace of Mind 
ſhe concluded was reſtored to her, after ſo long Af- 
fiction, With this Malicious reſolution ſhe went to 
pay her a viſit, and after a Salute, full of Civility and 

fimulation, retiring with her into her Cloſer, ſhe 
broke ſilence to this effect. 8 . 

Tt. is hard for me Madam, (laid ſhe) /onger to conceal 
the obligation which you have to me; and the deſire I haue 
to be better believed by you than heretofore I have been, 


forces me to declare, that tis only to me you owe this E- 


Stabliſhment, and the greatneſs to which you are raiſed, + 
The Queen much amazed at theſe Words, would 
have replied, which Roxana perceiving. prevented, 7 
going on, Let not ( /aid ſhe) this Diſcourſe aſtoniſh 
* you, Madam, I peo the truth unfeignedly ; yet 
or your happineſs, I did not pre- 
tend to that Advancement I now poſleſs, for then 
« perha sI might not haye been ſo forward to have 
: leryed you in it; but haying always believed the 
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Daughter of Darius was only worthy to be the Wife 
of Alexander the Great, I uſed my endeavours to diſ. 
. poſe her to Love him, and drive our of her Mind all 
thoſe Thoughts that might withold her, from a Fe- 
© licity which ſhe rejected, out of Conſiderations that 
© were juſtly to be blamed. That was it that made me 


© try my Invention, to ſer a difference between you and 


* Oroondates, and in the end made him loſe your Heart, 


* to introduce an Affection more advanfagious to you; 


© I feigned to Love him, thereby to win him from you, 
© and though I laboured but in vain, and that he ever 
preferred his Fidelity to you Inviolable, 1 fortu- 
nately drew the means from that diſſimulation, to 
make him utterly loſe your Favour, and paſs in your 
Opinion for a guilty and difloyal Man; though he 
were in reality the moſt Faichful, and the moſt In- 
© nocent of all Men living: Then ſhe proceeded to 
declare how ſhe had ſent to her the Bracelet ani Let- 
ter by Arbates; opening all the paſſages of chat Trea- 
chery, which had made her conclude him falſe and 
diſloyal, and for which ſhe had unwirtingly baniſhed 
Him her preſence, and her favour for ever; and for 


Which he ſuffered a world of Miſcry, making it ſo 
clear to the Queen that ſhe remained no longer in 


doubt of it. | 
This diſcovery of wicked Rorana's touched her ten- 


der Heart, ſo deeply with Grief and Repentance, that 
all her Blood retiring thicher, left her fair Body pale 
and cold, without motion, ſtretched on the Bed where 
they were fitting; Roxana who would have triumphed 
in her Death, went however at this time and called 
Cleone, ſhewing her her Miſtriſs in that piteous caſe; 
and could do no leſs, though againſt her will, than 
aſſiſt her in bringing her to Life again, by uſing ſuch 
means, as at laſt they ſaw her open her Eyes; and be- 
Ing ſet up by their aſſiſtance, ſhe looked round about 
her with ſo ſorrowful an Eye, that without doubt ſhe 
moved Compaſſion, even in her who had put her into 
100 
No rana coming with a feigned officiouſneſs to com- 
fort her; Madam (ſaid the Queen to her) et me alone, 
T beſeech you, you by your wiched inventions may give me 
ey Death; but (hall never by Oroondate's his Innocence 
matze me fail againſi what 1 owe unto the King, my Lord 
g N A 7 
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and Husbautl ; I know how to die for the Ex piation of the 
Crime I have committed, in forſaking and making deſpe- 
rate 4 Prince to whom I was ſo highly obliged; but 1 
ſhall alſo know how to defend my ſelf, as 1 ought, from 
4 remembrance which I can no longer lawfully preſerve : 
Be ſatisfied, Madam, you ſhall quickly poſſeſs Alexander 
alone; but he alone ſhall poſſeſs my Heart, and all my 
Aﬀettions during the ſhort remainder of my Life, 
At theſe forrowful Words, Roxana going away left the 
poor Princeſs with Cleone in ſuch Exceſſive grief, that 
i want Words to repreſent it to youz and certainly all 
that the moſt paſſionate Sorrow, and the remorſe of ſuch 
a Crime could produce in an afflicted Soul, tormented 
hers ſo cruelly, that Cleone was deſtitute of all hope; of 
her ever being able to bear this laſt aſſault of Fortune, 
though ſhe had pores all her former ones with fo 
much Courage. Then it was that your laſt Words and 
laſt Actions came a treſh to her Remembrance, and 
making a juſt Refleftion on them, ſhe found ſo many 
marks of your Love and Innocency, that ſhe could 
not imagin by whatCharm ſhe had been infaſcinated,to 
believe a thing ſo far from all juſt appearances of Truth, 
ſheding a flood of Tears, and complaining of her hard 
fortune; ſo that going to Bed ſhe fell into a Feavour 3 
and when Pariſatis and Barſina came to viſit her, ſhe 
| poured out to thoſe dear Relations her ſorrowful Soul, 
in ſuch doleful words, as fetched plenty of Tears from 
the;r fair Eyes, to accompany hers: the told them all 
the Treachery of Roxana; and when ſhe had bemoan- 
ed her ſelf (calling often on your name) her Tears 
towed more than before, expreſſing the tendereſt 
things of your Affection and Conſtancy towards her, 
that you. can poſſibly imagin, condemning her eafie 
Credulity, and pittying your Sufferings, with Cries 
and Lamentations, that were able to pierce through a 
flinty Heart: but when Alexander came to viſit her, the 
concealed from him the Cauſe of her Indiſpoſition as 
well as poſſibly ſhe could, and that King having kiſſed 
ner very ardently, letting fall ſome Tears to ſee her 
in ſo pitious a Condition; Madam (ſaid he) if I could 
deſerve to have my Life and my Health dear to you, I 
would conjure you ts preſerve both of them in your own; 
ſince it is impoſſible you ſhould feel any Sickneſs, but that 1 
ſhall be at leaſt as ſenſible of it _ Jour ſelf. * 
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The Honour you do me Sir, (replied the Queen) in che- 
riſhing my Life,ſhall make me endeavour to preſerve it for 


von; and your conſideration ſhall always make it dearer to 
we than my own. The King anſwered her with thoſe 
 Kindneſles that were permitted; but they were little 
conformable with the Humour in which ſhe was at 


that time, and he would perchance have ſtaid a great 


while longer, if her Siſter Pariſatis, who eaſily judged 
in what a Condition ſhe was, had not deſired her Huſ. 
band Hepheſtion to get him away. No ſooner was he 
gone, But poor Oroondates (cried the Queen) Ian 
nom able to do nothing for thee, Content thy ſelf with the 
Tears 1 freely give thee, and conteſt no longer for my Heart, 
againſt the Lawful Poſſeſſor of it; the Gods who will not 
ſuffer me to do an) thing but Weep for thee, have gives 
me entirely to him; and if thou haſt loved me perfecth, 
thou oughteſt never to wiſh that ] for thy ſake ſhonld re- 
ceed from any of that Virtue which obliged thee to love 
When her Health was a little recovered, ſhe com- 
manded Cleone to bring me into her Cloſet, and Iook- 
ing a while upon me, Tyrexs (e ſche) J have known 
* nothing by you hitherto, that ſhould give me occaiion 
© to doubt of your Fidelity; but the Service I require 
Jof you now is of ſuch a nature, that it forces me to 
exact Oaths from you, and Proteſtations that you will 
© not deceive me, in a buſineſs which I will truſt to 
n none but you alone. At theſe words, I caſt my ſelf 
at her Feet, and kiſſing the Hem of her Robe, Madam 
(faid he) J proteſt æ your Majeſty, by all the Duty Tone 
to Great Ormaſdes, by the Memory of King Darius wy 
Soveraign Lord, and by the Head of Alexander, that t0 
my Grave, I will preſerve the Fidelity I have ever had 
to jour Family; and I will lay down my Life with Jo,, 
if your Majeſty can draw any Service to advantage 0 
from the 104 7 it. I expected no leſs from you * 
* plied the Queen) and that is it which ebliges me to 
make choice of you from among all my Servants to 
give you a Commiſfion, not of ſo much danger as 
Importance: Cleoxe will inſtruct you fully in it, and 
r when you have learned from her what Ihave given her 
in charge to tell you, you ſhail know the reſt from mf 
, own Mouth, is © 
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Having ſaid this ſhe retired, and left me with Cleone, 
who informed me at large of what I have related to 
you; and when ſhe had made an end of inffructing 
me, That which the Queen deſires of you (continued ſhe) 
is, that you ſhould go and find out the Prince 55 Scythia, 
and deliver him a Letter, which ſhe writes to him for her 


| Fuſtification, and for the quiet of her own Conſcience: 10 


this end you mu go into that part of Scythia, where he 
has defeated Zopiro; and if it pleaſe the Cods you meet 
him, you muſt make to him the Recital of theſe things [ 
have told jou, and repreſent unto him the Queen s Innocence, 
in the ſame manner as you have heard it, Upon this ſhe 


went to the Queen, who coming back with her gave 


me the Letter, which ſhe had written to you, and 
charged me to be ſecret and diligent in my Journey; 


the furniſhed me with Gold and Jewels, to ſupply 


thoſe neceffities that might defall me on the way, and 
diſmiſſed me with aCommand to ſet forward as ſpeedily. 
as poſſible; and fo paſſing many Countries, I came di- 
rectly to this Town, and the next day after my arri val 
you began to lay Siege to it, and this Morning having 
received new aſſurance that you commanded the 
Army in Perſon, -I asked leave of the Governour to 
come forth, which was eafily granted me, and by that 
means I obtained the happineſs to fee you once more, 
and to acquaint my ſelf of the Commands that had 
been laid upon me by the Queen. W 


The End of ths Fiftb Book. 
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HE Eunuch ended his Relation on this manner, 

and my Prince who had hearkened to all the lat- 
ter part of. it with a mortal Agony, ſheding many Tears 
at the Concluſion of it, gave himſelf over to ſo much 
Sorrow, that it was not poſlible for him to ſettle him- 
ſelf for above an Hour: The certain knowledge of his 
Princeſſes Innocency, more afflicted him than that of 
her Marriage; and her Repentance revived all thoſe 
Flames, which his Deſpite, and an Abſence of almoſt 
Three Years had well near extinguiſhed ; and plunged 
him into his firſt Paſſion, with more Violence than ever: 
and the knowledge of her Engagement, and of her 
Vertue, forbad him ever to hope for any Relief from 
her, who was no longer in a Condition to require 
(nor perhaps to ſuffer) his Affection: yet he took the 
Letter, and knowing it to be Written by that fair 
Hand, on which his Lips had imprinted ſo many ar- 
dent Kiſſes, he ſprinkled it with his Tears, and ha- 
ying kiſſed it many times, read theſe Words. 


= 


* I know not generous Prince, how you will look 


upon the Letter of this Guilty, or rather of this Un- 


* fortunate Woman, who writes to you. If you turn a- 


* way your Eyes, through Averſion or Reſentment, 
* caſt them yet upon ir, through Compaſſion and Ge- 
* nerofiry 3 and refuſe not to ſee theſe Sorrowful, and 
© theſe laſt marks of my Grief, and of my Repentance. 
© They are all that I now can give you; nay, I make 


my ſelf faulty in conſerving a remembrance, which 


I can no longer conſerve without a Crime; and 
which I loft, when I conld nor loſe it without In- 
* gratitude. But how great ſoever that ſeverity of Ver- 
tue is, which ties my Affection to a Husband, whom 
* I Love as I ought to Love him; I think my ſelf ob- 
* liged to ſatisfie a Perſon by ſome Proteſtations of my 

. Innocence, 


* 
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Innocence, to whom beſides my Life, my Honour, 
* and: my Liberty I owe much more. You will learn 
part of it from the Mouth of Tyexs'; and if you yet 
* conſider with ſome Spark of Goodneſs, the Weakneſs 


of a Woman maliciouſly abuſed, and the Force of 
* thoſe Appearances that deceived me, you will have 
more pity for my Misfortune, than Indignation for 


* my Change:and if you judge of my Heart by the great- 
* neſs of your own, you will do me yet the Favour to 
* believe that all the Empires of the Earth, could never 
* have been able to work any thing upon me if I 
had thought I had ſtill had any part in your Affecti- 
on. Give Credit to this Truth, out of Compaſſion ; 
and ceaſe to hate her who loved you more than her 
*ſelf, whilſt ſhe could and believed ſhe might, and 
* who now when ſhe can no longer, loves you more 
than ſhe ought. This Remainder of an Affection, 
* which was heretofore moſt juſt,continues with me to 
* torment me for my Crime: but if I cannot blot it out 
of my Soul, I will keep it there for my Puniſhment 
c . . 43 0 

and Convert it to an ule, which ſhall not injure that I 
" owe unto a Husband, whom the Gods have given me. 
* ] ſhall always remember you as him, to whom of all 
Men living my AﬀeRions were molt lawfully due, 
and from whom the Gods have taken them; becauſe 
they knew me unworthy of his. I will conſider you 
* as the protecting Genius of our Family; I will make 
* Prayers for your Proſperity, and will beg of Heaven 
* to recompence what you haye done for us. This 1s 
*all I am to render you for ſo many great Obligations, 


and it is all you could now hope for, from this un- 


happy Creature, if you ſhould yetafoard any Moment 
of your Life to the Remembrance of the unfortunate 
" Statira, 2 
When my Prince had read this Letter, his Mind was 
variouſly toſſed with Anxieties: ſome times he con- 
ceived yet a Hope to enjoy that Perfection of his Hap- 
pyneſs; but on a ſuddain Calling to mind, ſhe was 
Alexanders Wife, and knowing the Severeneſs of her 
Vertue, it plundged him into Deſpair, and made him 
account himſelf in that exceeding Loſs, the moſt mi- 
ſerable Man in the World: and when on this manner, he 
lad reflected a conſiderable time in much Perturbation 
of Mind, and made the beſt Conſtruction of her Lertec 
: | H 3 ne 
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] 
he could to his Advantage, he reſolv'd to ſee her again; 2 
and calling me to him one Day, Araxis (ſaid he to me) 1 
we muſt abroad again, and (ince the Heavens have made i. 
thee unhappy in my Friendſhip to thee, you muſt keep my Mi. h 
ſery Company to the end, and the Gods will not faile to re- n 
compence thy Fidelity : and if by their Mercy there happen Y 
any Change in my Condition, thou ſhalt have ſuch a ſhare a 
in my Fortune, that thou ſhalt not, perhaps, bewail the f 
Youth thou looſeſt in the Company of this miſerable May, 
ſince thou therefore perſevereſt in thy firſt Affection. Then e 
he commanded me to get ready ſuch Equipage, and y 
rhe ſame Servants that travelled before with us into 1 
Perſia I confeſs to you Sir, I was ſenſibly troubled at h 
this new Start of his revivd Affection, and foreſaw IWF & 
many Difficulties, and Miſeries would attend it now t 
more than ever: but having abſolutely reſigned my h 
ſelf up to his Pleaſure, I was not ſlow in executing his * 
Commands; and when we were about to depart from b 
the Army privately in the Night, he left a Letter with 1 
an Officer to deliver to Aſacomes in theſe Words. t 
* My cruel Deſtiny forces me away from you, with- L 
out having the Time or Means to bid you farewel: h 
© you will command the Army which I leave you, and 7 
© which Fcould not commit into better Bands: enquire 1 
© not after the Cauſe of my Departure, nor the Place t 
* of iny aboad ; and let the King my Father know I 11 
* forfo0k not the Army he had intruſted to my Care, a 
* whillt my Country had any Need of my Preſence, or 1 
© he of the Service of Oroondates, © Fo a 
Iwill nor trouble you Sir, with what happened in our b 
Journey, it being but of little Moment, nor tell you 8 
the Trouble during our Paſlage my Maſter conceived a 
in his Mind, he being tofled as it were upon an outrage- h 
ous Sea of Uncertainties between Hope and Fear: but t. 
let it ſuffice that not without ſome Difficulty we ar- t. 
rived at & in the Evening, and took a Lodging by 2M 
the Direction of Threxs, who faithfuily accompanied t 
us: and though my Prince conceived ſome fatal Re- FE 
tolves againſt Alexander, when his Fancy repreſented Vw 
the Felicity that great King enjoy'd, with a Prince!s 'E 
ho by ner many Vows was only his, yet on a ſudden . 
Calling to mind the Generolity and great Virtue of a a 
Perion who had twice ſavec his Life, he found it was C 
Impallibis for him, withour a Baſeneſs, which would L 


TC my 
pe a laſting Stain on his Honour, to attempt any thing 
. . ' LI 43 again 
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againſt his Lifez and thereupon concluded to wait the 
Leaſure of the Gods, to reſtore him a Happyneſs he had 
in all appearance Loſt: yer reſolving to ſee Statira, and 
hearing ſhe prepar d to take the Air in her Chariot the 
next Day on the Banks of the River, that waſhes the 
Walls of Suſa, we put on a Diſguiſe in the Morning, 
and mounting our Horſes, went to wait her coming 
from the Pallace. e. COL EL 240k 10400808 
Long we had not ſtay d with much Impatiency, 
ere the Chariot aproached. The King her Husband 
was with her in it, and many great Perſons in their 
Train. This _ made my Prince tremble, and put 
him again in thoſe diſturbing Conflicts, which had 
kept him all Night awake: he chang'd Colour many 


times, and ſeeing him in ſuch a Caſe as I had never ſeen 


him till then, I apprehended the Effects of ſome 
violent and ſudden Reſolution 3; but in a while he 
began to be more calm and ſettled, The Chariot itop- 
ing near us, Alexander came out of it, and mounted a 
Horſe of a very fiery Nature, preſented to him by Me- 
leager : and though he was a gallant Horſeman, and in 
his Youth had tamed Bucephalus, all his Strength and 
Art could not manage this unruly Beaſt, who after many 
Boundings and furious Actions, Feeling theSharpnels of 
the Spur, ran head-long, and plundged with his Rider 
into the River, which was deep and extreamly rapid, 
and within a Moment came up without his Burthen. 
This Accident infinitly ſurpriz d the whole Company; 
and as with afrighredCrys they ſtood looking what was 
become of the King, they ſaw him a little lower ſtrug- 
gling with the Waves, which ſome times toſſing him up, 
and then ſwallowing him again, made moſt deſpair of 
his Safety: you know Sir, he could never ſwim, and 
that he was wont often to complain of the Neglect of 
thoſe that had the Government of him, des | 
had not tauglit it him in his Youth. Many leaped into 


the River to ſave that illuſtrious Perſon; but the-Gure . 


rent was ſo impetuous, and the Banks fo ſteep, that 
two or three of them being drowned, it took off the 
Edge of all thoſe that had a Deſire ro hazard their own 
Lives for that of their King. My Prince and I were 
allo run to the Bank, a little below the reſt of rhe 
Company, and being likewiſe Witneſſes of his Manifelt 
Danger, we were aſſaulted with many different 
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Thoughts. My Maſter's Intereſt in the Loſs of a Life 
that was incompatible with his, I confeſs, ga ve me ſome 
touch of Joy, mingled with Trouble and Compaſhon : 
but whilſt I was in theſe Thoughts, my Prince had 
plunged himſelf into the River, with a marvelouy 
Saddaineſs, dividing the Waves with ſo much Force 
that in a Moment he ſwam to the King, and catching 
Hold of his Hair, brought him to ſhoar, quite bereaved 
of all Senſe; where both of us holding him up, peured 
the Water out of his Mouth, which he had ſwallowed 
in abundance; and not being ſatisfied with this Action, 
he took him in his Armes, yet ſenſleſs, and carryed 
him to the Queen's Chariot, who more dead than alive, 
at this Accident did by her tears expreſs her true Af- 
fect ion to her Husband. 1 
My Prince lay ing the King gently down before her, 
Madam (ſaid he) receive vet one Service more from him, 
of whom you no longer expected any, and by the Nature of 
this Acknowledge, what you owed to all thoſe others I have 
done for you. The Queen was ſotroubled at the firſt Ac. 
cident, that we could not judge by her Countenance, 
Whether the Amazement we obſerved in it proceeded 


from the Knowledge of my Prince, or from the Fright : 


The was in, nor had we Leaſure to learn it; for getting 
to our Horſes we mounted, and rode away with ſuch 
Speed, that we were quickly out of the ſight of that 
Company who attended the King. oe 

Gods! (cryed Lyſimachus imerrupting Araxis) ili: 
poſſible our Age ſhonld have produced ſo vertuons a Perſon 
and was it your Prince to whom Alexander was indebted 
for his Life! Mas he the Man, who vaniſhed from our Eyes 
lige Lightning, he who was thought to have been miracu- 
ouſly fent from Heaven for his Preſervation, and to whom 
the King and the whole Court offered Sacrifice as to a God, 
Ic was he (continued Araxis) that hazarded his own 
Life againſt his particular Intereſt, to do a generous 
Action worthy of himſelf, and very much blamed me 
when I went about to ſhew him that the Gods in Favour 
to his Sufferings, might have ſuffered Alexander, to 
have died at this time for his Repoſe, and to have 


eſtabliſhed hin by that Death ina Happyneſs he fo 


euneitly ſought and delired, and to preſerve which 
none of the Courtiers who had been raiſed, and highly 
{ivoured by Alexander, would expoſe their own 8 * 
| | | | Nat 
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Not to be over tedious to you, Sir, it was not long after 
by the Favour of Barſina, who entirely affected my 
Prince for his Vertues, that he was privately introduced 
to the Queen's Pretence at her Houſe, whither ſhe 
had come only with Cleone to pay that Princeſs a Viſit. 


He aproached her with the ſame Fear andReverence he 


ever had done, and caiting himſelf at her Feet, whom 
he found ina very great Surprize, he often attempted 
to ſpeak ; yet his Words could not find a Paſſage: but 
coming out of the firſt Aſtonihment. | 
Trouble not your ſelf (ſaid he) Madam, to think what 
ould become of you, nor to conteſt what Reſolution you 
ſhould take for the Intereſt of your Duty, and for the Eſta- 
bliſhment of your Quiet. He who came into the World, for 
no other end; but meerly to ſerve you and to pleaſe you, 
returns not to you now to trouble a Quiet, which muſt needs be 


| dear to him, nor to aſſail a Duty, which is conſiderable to 


ou], neither come I to reproach you, though jour own Con- 
ſcience ſpeaks enough to you on my behalf: I return only Ha- 
dam, to ſee once again the Perſan, ſor whomonly I have lived 
to ſav? the Life Ma Husband, who is dear to you, and who 


_ o»ght to be ſo onthe Conſideration of his Vartue; and yield 


up a Life at your Feet, which I hade only conſerved for 
your ſake, and which I will keep no longer, ſince you have 
now drawn from it all the Services it is able to do you; ſince 
it is prejudicial to your Quiet, and to your Duty, and ſince 
it is not pleaſing enough to give me anyother Deſire to pro- 
long it, Behold the reaſons Madam, that brought me 
hither: but how ſpecious ſoever they may ſeem, they ſhould 
not have recalled me from that Baniſhment, to which you 
had condemn'd me, if you vour ſelf had not revoked it, and 
if I had not learned that mine Innocence was not unknown 
10 you, and that I was faulty in nothing elſe, but in rai ſing 
my Thoughts to a Happyneſs, which Alexander alone could 
lawfully aſpire to, The Gods have given you him, who of 


all Men living is moſt worthy of you. Let him live then 


without any fear of loſing, what cannot but worthily be his, 
and do you live without the Remembrance of the Oaths you 
hare violated. I will quickly deliver him from the Appre- 
benſion of a &ivual, fearleſs of himſelf, and you from a Re- 
morſe that may trouble rhe Calm of thoſe Delights, you 


ought to enjoy. 


The Quezn was fo troubled, that ſne could not pre- 
ſently Antwer a M ord; but after a longContett between 
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Love and 'Duty, her Paſſion prevailed ſo violently, 
that caſting her Arms about my Prince his Neck. 
whilſt Tears ſtreamed from her fair Eyes, ſhe ſuffered 
her ſelf to ſink down upon him, whilſt he with the 
like Tranſports of Affection tenderly embraced hers, 
wiſhing to die in ſuch an Extaſie of Blifs, or that it 


might longer continue: but after ſome time, the Queen 


who had wet his Face with her Tears, coming out of 
that Tranſport, a little withdrew her ſelf, and fitting 
down, ſeemed extreamly out of Countenance for an 
Action, that had ſo vifibly teſtified her want of Power 
over her Paſſion, and with her Handkerchief hid the 
Bluſhes that died her beauteous Face, wiping away at 
the fame time the Tears that ſtreamed on her roſie 
Cheeks : when ſhe had a little recovered her (elf, ſhe 
look d a Moment upon my Prince with an Eye, which 
dy ing as it ſeemed commanded him to live, and then 
with Words often interrupted with fighs! © My Dear 
* Croondates (ſaid ſhe) what Teſtimonies ſoever you 
© have lately received cf the Affection I ſtill bear 
you, I know not in what manner I can carry 
my felf towards you in the Condition I am now 


and to mine Honour, I can neither ſpeak to you 
nor fee you. But if 1 remember what is paſt of 
a Man, who was my Life and my all, I know not 
how by any of theſe I can ſatisfie the leaſt part (uo not 
* 22:72 x7 Life) of the Obligations to him. What will 
* you theretore have me do, and to what do you de- 
© tttre this unhappy Creature, who had deſtined her 
* ſelf to vou alone, and who had never been but yours, 
if the Gods and her own Misfortunes had not diſpoſed 
* her to another? I know all you can ſay againſt me, 
and that Ican alledge for my Juſtification: but you 
* are too generous to confound a wretched Woman 
with your Reproaches, ana I am both too guilty and 
too much oblig'd to you to go about to clear my {clt 
* of a Fault, which I cannot repair, and for which I 
_ * ſuffer atleaſt as much as you: It is true moſt noble 
and faithful Oroondatec, I ought to have been yours 
by all manner of Rights, and by all manner of Rea- 

* fons; and you ought to have been mine by that pure 
and ardent Affection which I bore you: but you ſee 
* our Deities had otherways ordain'd, and the Since- 
*3:y of our Loves has not been able to ſhield us from 


n RA a N ae 


R W 


the 


in: If T confider it, and what I owe to a Husband 


5 MY 
Ge 
3 


pra 7 peo ng FY- 


— 


has, — Af — Joh, — — OE 


— 


Part I. of Caſſandra. toy 
© the Anger of the Gods, nor from the implacable Ma- 
« lice of Enemies; though in ſpite of all the Reaſons 
that can forbid it, you are ſtill and always ſhall be 
gear to me: but ſince by that cruel Decree, which 


© has ſeparated us for ever, I am able now to do nothing 


for you, what do you require of me? You know my 
Want of Power; my Reputation and my Honour, I 
am ſure, are dear to you; and that Virtue which 
made you run into the Jawes of Death fo lately to, 
© reſcue him from thence, who has ſent you-rhither, 


puts me in Safety from all thoſe Thoughts that might 


© offend it: by what means then can I preſerve unto my 
© Lord that, which can be no Bodies but his, and yet 
eſatislie part of thoſe deep Engagements you have laid 
upon me. O Gods (continued ſhe lifting up her Hands 
© and Eyes towards Heaven) who have poured down all 
your Vengeance on the Royal Houſe ef Perſia, why 
did you not bury me in the Ruins of it; and why 
* aimed you not all your Darts at me alone, which were 
* the Diſtruct ion of poor Darius, and which rob'd me 
* of my Dear Artaxerxes? 92 
Theſe Words were followed by a violent Overflowing 
of her Tears, which melted my Prince into a tender 
Compaſſion for her Sufferings, more than his own, 
though hers had much encreaſed his Diſquiets of Mind, 
it weuld be in a manner endleſs to tell you all the paſ- 
lionate Diſcourſe that paſſed between them; but in the 
end, my Prince (who had fallen upon his Sword in 
her Preſence, had not Barſina who gueſſed his Deſpair 
by his Countenance, kicked it away as he was ruſhing 
on his Diſtruction, to offer his Princeſs a Life at her 
Frer, he had fo ofren vowed to her Service) weighing 
the Queen's Reaſons and the Circumſtances ſhe was in, 
became more moderate, ſo that he contented himſelf as 
well as he could with the Promiſe ſhe made, that he 
ſhould ſce and entertain her at Barſinas Appartment as 
often as Convenience, and the Care of her Reputation 
would permit; and when he ſeemed ſatisfed with this 
ſlender Felicity, aud ar her earneſt Requeſt, promiſed 
for her fake not to attempt any thing further againſt 


is on Life; the Queen (with Eyes that ſparkled _ 
\Boodneis and a tender Compaſſion, for a Man ihe had 


ſo dearly loved) looking upon him all languiſhing: 
Hel! (laid he) pon theſe Conditions I will endeavour 
#3 1 N | 0 ; SER. ; 8 $ ' | to 
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to let you ſee that I will not be ingrateful to jou; and not- 
withſtanding I know how great a Fault I commit, and to 
what great Danger I certainly expoſe my ſelf , Ile break 
through all for him, whoſe I am more than I can or oaght to 
be, and ny { would have been entirely if the Gods had 
been pleaſed to ſuffer me. 54 E 
My Prince whoſe Virtue made him demand no further 
Aſſurance or Proof of a Love in any other Nature, 
which could not now be given without Diſhonour, 
and an Injury to the Queens Virtue, was ſatisfied in 
this Favour ; and by the Contrivance of Barſina, they 
often enjoyed the Felicity of converting with one an- 
other in her Preſence, when one time Alexander coming 
thither unexpectedly had like to have ſurprized my 
Prince with the Queen; but Barſina took Care to pre- 
vent it by puting him into a Dark Room, and though 
the King came into it (after he had ſaluted the Queen 
and her Couzen, a little chiding the latter, for hindering 
him as he ſaid ſo often by thoſe Viſits of the Converſa- 
tion of his Wife) and being weary threw himſelf on a 
Bed, and ſiept fo near my Maſter, that he might eaſily 
have touched him, and, had not his Virtue and Bonour 
been very ſtrict and ſublime, wich one Thruſt of his 


Sword, might have for ever freed himſelf from the 


Tormentor of his Repoſe, and his Lite who had rivaled 
him of all he held dear and valuable in the World; 
yet ſuch a Baſeneſs was ſo far incontiitent with his Hu- 
mour, chough infinitely injured, that he would rather 
himſelf have died a thouſand times, had the Gods given 
him ſo many threads of Life to be cut by the Deſtinies, 
and when he perceived by his breathning Alexander 
was fait aſteep, he thought it the ſecureſt time to depart: 
But in the Confuſion he was in, not looking carefully to 
his way in going out, he ſt umbled, which Noiſe ſuddenly 
waking the King, he ſaw the Glimps of a Man of ex: 
fraordinary Stature and garb juit by the Door ready 
to go out. The King was ſtartled at it, and asked 
him aloud who he was; but my Prince perceiving him- 
ſelf diſcovered, open d che Door without repl; ing, and 
fhurting it after him, went a Fack-way to his own. 
Lodging. The King not ſatisfied rote up and going 
to Barina, and th: Company wich her cold them 
at he hid ſcen, and how much he was ſurprized ab 
the bght, At this the Quem and ſhe changed Colour, 
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when Barſina to fatisfie him and hinder ſuſpicion, told 
him it was one of her Servants who had entred by Mi- 
| flake, and ſeeing his Majeſty there, had haſtily retired 
out of Reſpe& 3 which had cauſed him to ſtumble. He 
appeared ſatisfied with it, and taking the Queen with 
him, departed 3; but this Encounter cauſing the Queen 
to reflect ſerioully on the Danger they both hazarded 
in theſe Viſits, ſne took greater Care to prevent any Diſ- 
covery for the future; and now a Diſaſter happened 
thar deprived my Prince of her ſight for many Days. 
It was the Death of Hepheſtion that great and dear 
Favourite of Alexander's, ho could do all with him, 
and whoſe Loſs he lamented with ſo many Crys and 
Tears that his great Courage ſunk in him even to Effe- 
minacy for a time. He dyed after a violent Sickneſs, 
and left the faire Princeſs Pariſatis a Widow whoſe 
Sorrow and theQueen's were expreſſed in no leſs mourn- 
ful Accents, and for ſome Days they kept their Chamber 
without Suffering any to viſit them. The Court went 
into deep Mourning on this occaſion, and my Prince 
ſympathiſed with thoſe Illuſtrious Perſons in their 
Overwhelmings of Sorrow; but the Queen to let him 
ſee, ſhe had no ways forgot him ſent a Letter for him 
directed to Bar ſina in theſe Words: | 
It were not juſt, whilſt the King and my Siſter give 
themſelves over to their Grizf that I atone ſhould ran to 
Occaſions of Joy; and I am pardonable, if for a ſhort Space 
1 loſe the ſight of what I love, to comfort her, who has (0 
lately loft for ever what (he loved, Compaſſion and De. 
cency enjo n me this Puniſhment, but believe my Qrontes 
that it is as Ini ſom to me as to your ſelf, and that it is as. 
difficult for Statira to keep her ſelf from ſeeing jon, as it is 
blamable in the Wife of Alexander to deſire it. 
To this my Prince returned Anſwer: Tis juſt I 
ſhould juffer, whilſt the whole World is in Mourning, and 
{ have too much Intereſt in what Concerns jon, to [her the 
JT of the Princeſs your Siſter without the Mixture 
of my own Miifortune:: Shorten them Theſeech you as much 
as YOu are able, and give reaſonable Limits to that. . 
paſſion, and that Decency, uvleſs 304 will give very. ſhort 
ones tom life 2 nct that I ought ro love it, ſince. i 38 © 
troubleſume to 104 in obliging ou to actions, which j 
think are blamable, but neither can I bate it, ſince by the 
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tion, you teſtiſie it is dear to yon 


When the Tears of Mourning like a violent Shower 
ad ſpent themſelves, he payed his Viſits to the Queen 


as before, but ſeldomer and with more Caution till her 
_ rigid Vertue raiſed ſo many Scruples in her Mind, that 


ſhe began to tremble at giving ſuch a Freedom, and 
ate her ſelf very faulty in ſo doing, and by De- 
grees ſhe utterly exluded her ſelf from it, though not 
without taking a 1orrowful Farewel of my Prince, and 
leaving him in a Condition little better, than a dying 
Man, and at that time ſhe went ro Pabzl/on, whillt 
Alexander haſted to ſubdue the Coſſeans a barbarous 


People, againſt whom he ran as againſt ſo many wild 


Beafts, calling that Expedition, The Sacrifice of He. 
hheſtion's Funeral, on which he had beſtowed 20000 
Talents. He ſoon overcome that Nation, and return- 
ing in Triumph found his Queen much difcontented 
and in Tears; yet no Perſwation could get from her 
the true Cauſe of her Grief, but ſhe put him off with 
feigned Excuſes: The Occaſion of her Sorrow was 


indeed the News of my Maſter's being reduced to a © 


violent Sickneſs through the exceffive Grief he conceived 
on her Departure, and for his being trom her own 
Mouth by the Conſtraint ſhe had put upon her ſelf, 
excluded even that Innocent Converſation, he had 
held with her, which had afforded him fo pleafing a 
Joy, as lulled his Sorrows conceived at her Marriage 
unto a ſlumber and repoſe : but by this violent Blow 
being awakened they tormented him more than ever. 


The Pkinceſs Barſina who would not part from him 
uſed all the Endeavours ſhe was able to reſtore his 


Health, and ſuch was her Diligence that in the end 
be recovered, and parting from her with infinite 


Thanks, ſhe with much Unwillingnels diſmiſſed 


him upon his declaring he would return into Scythia, 
and thereby taking upon him ſome Welghty Imploy- 

elf if poſſible 
from an Affection, whereby he could ſee no Advan- 
tage-to be reaped, | | | 


We parted from that good Princeſs not without 


Tears on both ſides, and all the tender Expreſſions of a 
_ generous Friendſhip, and took our way towards Ba- 


von, where Al xander we heard reſided: but the 


Queen 
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Queen for her Health was retired to a Country. Seat; ſlie 
having much impaired it by her inward Grieving, and” 
Roxana continued with him in the Abſence of Hatira. 
| knew not at firſt, what my Maſter's Purpoſes were in 
going to a City that lay much out of our way to Scyrkua, 


till in a diſpairing Fir I heard him cry out, '7hox 'ſhatt 


Alexander, thou ſhale die, and no longer hinder nne fru 
poſſeſſing what t hom now poſſeſſeſt: but in his ealmer inter- 
valls Tears would fall from his Eves, when ſuch a 
Thought canſe unto his Mind, and a Senſe of Gene- 
roſity ſtiffled ſuch Intendments: and indeed had te been 
abſolutely reſolved on ſo daring an Enterpriſe, he 
was now prevented; for coming within ſome Leagues 
of Babylon, we had certain News that Alexander had 
ended his Life in the Arms of his Friends, and that by 
the Wickedneſs of ſome of his Domeſticks, who were 
ſuſpected to have poiſoned him, and by this Death 
Statira was a Widow, my Prince freed from a Rival, 
and the Earth deprived of the greateſt Man it ever bote. 
In brief we learnt that the great and victorious Alexan- 
der was dead at Babylon three Days before; yer my 
Prince who had all the Cauſe in the World to rejoyce 


at this Loſs, as the beſt Fortune that could befal him 


on the contrary, gave many Tears to the Memory of 
his Rival, extolled his Virtues, and his Valour in an ex- 
traordinary manner, and rigourouſlly reproved and con- 
demned himſelf for conceiving ſo much as a Thought 
of injuring him: we heard likewiſe of the Diſputes 
ariſen amongſt the Princes about ſharing his Domini- 
ons, yet we held on cur way, and being come near 
that great City, my Prince diſpatched Torvarss thither 
with order to inform himſelf what paſs'd, as alſo to 


_ enquire News of Queen Sratira, and bring back Word, 


Whilſt we ſtay'd at a Village to refreſh our ſelves © but 
he not returning, though late, he ſent Loncates an other 
of his Servants after him with the like Commiſſion, and 
he not returning and the Cauſe unknown to us of their 
tedious Stay, my Prince impatient of Delay went for- 
ward with an Intention to ſend me likewiſe, and to 
ſtay for my Return near the Place where we met with 


. You, and where after the News (in ſpite of the Tears 


he had ſhed) had raiſed his Hopes, and made me be- 
lieve we were gotten for ever under ſhelter from the 
Ferſecution of Fortune: Till we learnt _ —_ 

Mouth 


_ adored Princeſs ; when geting up with the Sun whole - 
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Mouth the Tragical Death of that great and virtuoyy | 
Queen, for whom alone he had preſerved the Remnant 
of his Life · | = | 
Araxis thus finiſhing his long Narration; Lyſwmachn 
who had hearkned with much Attention to it, liftirg 
his Eyes towards Heaven: O Oroondates (cryed he) the 
braveſt of all Men living, thow Miracle both of ont Ave © 
and of all Azes paſt, have I prolonged my miſerable 1 if: 
ro ſuffer with you as do in theſe Misfortunes of yours, and 
muſt I carry to the Grave the Miſeries I feel of ſo accom. 
pliſhed a Perſon. He ſaid many other things to the Ad. 
vantage of that Prince, extolling him for his Vertue 
and Courage above Alexander himſelf, and no ſooner 
had he ended, but with haſt he went to pay a Viſit, 
and converſe with a Man who had ſo worthyly gained 


his Aﬀeitions. 


The End of the Sixth Book, and of the Fit 


Part. Des 
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T he ſecond Part. 
LI machus ( who was himſelf a generous Prince) 
having heard the brave Actions and Virtues of 
Prince Oroondates, could not but hold his Perſon in Ad- 
miration; and thanked the Gods who had raiſed him 


up fo valiant a Man to aſſiſt him in the Perſecution of 
his juſt Revenge on the barbarous Murtherets of his 


glorious 
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lorious Beams had enlightned the Earth, he went into 

he Wood near Polemon s Houſe, to ſpend a few Melan- 
choly Hours, and after ſome Reflections on the great 
Loſs he had ſuſtained, which had overwhelmed him in 
Grief and Diſpair, looking on the bright Planet of the 


als EE ö of Perſia (cryed he) 1s it poſſible thou Shou 2 N 


;bat thou ſhouldeſt wear no Mourning for th; moſt Il luſtri- 
ous Adorers, and for the mofl worthy Perfons that thouever 

iuedſt 08 art thox then alone infenfivie and di ntreſſed in 
theſe ſtrange Revolutions, in which the whole World is fo 
much concerned; O what a viſible Marg of thy Divinity is 
this impaſſible Nature of thine in this Encounter, and how 


' powerfully do's the Inconſtancy of our Eſtate, and the Im. 


mutability of thine, perſwade thoſe that are leaſt touched 
with the Sence of Religion that. thou art a God 1 LI 
Thus he walked ſoftly tal ing to inſenſible Things, 
till he ſaw cloſe by him aMan who had newly alighted: 
this Encounter, made him hx his Eyes upon him very 
heedfully,and he ſoon called ro Mind, it was the ſame 
Perſon he contracted a Friendſhip witfat the Temple 
of Apollo; and the Stranger likewife knew him with 
the ſame Facility; and having ſaluted each other very 
Fade with much Affection: after 
which, Ihm not Sir (ſaid Lyſimachus) what Fortune 
detains you ſtill in theſe parts, which I thought on had 
forſaken; but whatſoever it is it will be agreat Advantage 
to ne, ſince I thereby reap the Happynefſs which I hoped not 
for, and which 1 receive as a moſt eſpecial tavour from the 
ods. rh " AM 
The Stranger obliged by theſe Civilities replyed, If 
gat our firſt Encounter the Company of a Man whoſe. 
* Misfortunes have made him of a very unpleaſing 
Humour, had been to have been endured, would nor 
then have left you, and whatſoever Neceſſity of Affai- 
* res had called me elſewhere, I would have deſerted the 


Execution of them, rather than have parted with ſo 


virtuous a Perſon; becauſe I perceive by the Anſwer 
* of the Oracle, our Intereſts are ſo nearly joʒ ned that 


 * we muſt wait the Pleaſure of theGods on the Hanks of 


* Euphrates; in hopes of the Amendment of our cruel 
4K — p o * * o 1 

Fortunes: and this Conſideration has detained me here 
eee ng, 0176 N'3 0. 
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in ExpeQation that their Goodneſs to me is not totaly 
© extinguiſhed. | 1 : we 55 
After much Diſcourſe and many other Civilities had 
paſs d between them, the Stranger by what he had per- 
ceived concluding Lyſimachus to be a generous and ver- 
tuous Perſon, thought it an Injury to that Friendſhip 
he had contracted, if he did not make himſelf known 
to him as he e requeſted, if it were not preju- 


N 


dicial or contrary to his Vows; when looking intentively 
n | 59 
© Your Satisfaction (ſaid he) ſhall ever be ſo dear to ( 
me that I will not delay to give it you; although, : 
*Since I came unto this Country, I never diſcovered my 
© elf to any Body, I was born (continued the Stranger) p 
in one of the Provinces that belonged to Darius, and I 
I am by Birth a Perſian of Parents very noble; but 
© very unfortunate. For an Invaſion having made f 
* them looſe thoſe Crowns, their Anceſtor had worn I, 
my Name has gone ſo little out of theſe Countries, Wl 
* where I have paſſed my Days, that I believe it hath 0 
not reached your Eare, and I know I ſhall learn you 4 
© nothing of my Life, when I thall tell you Tam called F 
* Arſaces. n 
The Stranger would have gone on when Hyſimachus 2 
interrupting him at the Name of Arſaces, what (ſaid hi 
he ſteping back in Admiration) are you that valiant in 
.* Arſaces, whoſe Name reſounded ſo loud through all C 
Europe; who defeated Arimbat with his potent MM + 
Army of valiant Macedonian, and reftored Peace to at 


* Scythia by fo many ſignal Wictories. h | all 
The Stranger ſhewing ſome Aſtoniſhment ar thee . 
Words, anſwered Hſimachus very. modeſtly ; I did up 
not believe replyed he that Actions of Yo ſmalla M «+ 
Moment as mine are had reached ſo far as to come to il n 
your hearing at this Diſtance, I will confeſs to you I 
I am the fame Ar ſaces who had the Honour to com- en 
mand the King of Schibia's Army, when Arimbas en- c 
.*rered upon his Territories, and when the Juſtice of a 
© is Cauſe gave us the Victory over his Enemies: H- ne 
ſimachus at this modeſt Diſcourſe embracing theStranger IM doy 
With great Affection, I eaſily gueſſed (/d he that M wh. 
© fome illuſtrious Perſon was hid under ſo handſome IM ne, 
Jan Outſide, and whar we have heard of your mar- 
_ *yellous Actions has ſo jv} à Conformity with on 
\ 4 | | Marks 
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ly Marks of Greatneſs, which ſhine vifibly in you, that 
* the ſight of you ſtrongly perſwades me to believe all 
ad that has been reported concerning them. Mi 
Jo Arſaces was about to reply with much Civility, when 
r- turning about at a Noiſe, they perceived a Man well 
ip mounted and compleatly armed with the Reaver of his 
vn Helmet up, ſo that they plainly diſcovered in his Face 
u- the Marks of a Perſon of Note. Hyſimachus little heeded 
ly him; but Arſaces no ſooner fixed his Eyes on him; 
but knowing him, Great Gods (cryed he with a fierce 
to Geſture) behold the Beginnins of the Performance cf your 
h, Tromiſes, and immediately mounting, he purſued him 
ny without ſtaying to take Leave of Lyimachss, who tho? 
er) much troubled ar this Adventure, having neither 
nd Horſe nor Arms in Readyneſs, he could only fend his 
Jut ood Wiſhes after his Friend, and perceiving by their 
de wift Riding they were got out of ſight towards Faby- 
rn os; in a few Moments he returned to Oroondates, and 
es, told him what he had heard and ſeen. That Prince 
ith confirmed Hſimachus in his Opinion of Arſaces Vertues 
on and Valour ; being exceeding glad he had eſcaped his 
led Father s wnworthy Uſage of fo gallant a Man: but could 
not divine what ſhould bring him into this Country, 
hu and that his great Concern ſhould be ſo nearly linked to 
aid his as the Oracle had declared, promiſing himſelf Succeſs 
ant in the Stranger's ſo haſty an Enterprize, and receiving 
all Conſolation from this teginning the Gods had given 
ent to the Accompliſhment of their Promiſe: |. Then being 
to at Leaſure and almoſt recovered of his Wound, he by 
kg all the ties of Frieadſhip between them requeſted C- 
ele machus to perform his Promiſe in ſpending a few Hours 
did upon the Relation of his Life and Adventures. And 
the rather (ſaid he) I requeſt this Favour, becauſe 
% my Intereſts are intermingled with yours, and I from 
you © you may learn ſome Particulars of my Princeſſe's Li- 
M- WW © which hitherto may be unknown to me. 
ey Jam willing to obey you Sir, (rehed Ly tac haus) 
fand though this Diſcourſe will be a moſt ſenſible re- 
A newing of my Grief, I willi ſtrive to hear it, and litting 
ger down on the Bed-lide after he had thogght a white 


what he had to ſay, begun his Relation on this man- 
DN 3 3 | ; 
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oF SIR, (ſaid Tyſimac hut) though perhaps my Birth 
7 may not be unknown to you, I will tell you, 1 

© am not only born a Prince among the Mace doniam, 
© but that I am of the ſame Blood with Alexander the 
© deceaſed King; That Philip's his Father and Aminta, 
© who was mine were Mothers Children, my Grand- 
father wore the Crown, which by right of Elderſhip 
© geſcended upon Philip's Father; I was brought up 
© with Alexander and inſtructed by that learned Philo- 
oper Calliſtenes, nor was any means ſpared to cul- 
©tivate my younger Years; but my chief Deſire was t0 
© make my ſelf known by ſome confiderable Actions, 
and the great Love King Philip bore me made him 
© razc me with him to the Siege of Bixantium, where 
Alexander (ſerved his Apprentiſhip under the moſt 
* prude':t and politick Commander of all tliofe, that 
were before his time. I was then but fourteen Yeats 
_ © old 3 ver my Quality and the King's Favour placed 
me in the Rank of Hepheſtion, Prolomens, Crater, 


Jan ravie other Princes, who were moſt dear and 


© welt contiderable to him! When Philip died, I held 
© the {win Rank under Alexander, who was conſider: 
* bly eher chan mv ſelf : but paſſing over things of leſ- 


ſer Moment, after he had made conſiderable Con-: 


"queſts in Ezrope, I came over with him into 4/4, 

< where almoſt the Terror of his Name gained him © 

| es . ine ine 6 many 
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many Signal Victories: you cannot be Ignorant of 
the ſwift Progreſs he made. and how many Pro- 
* vinces in a {hort time he ſweept away from Darius; 
I was with him ar the Bloody Battel of Ius, where 
* your ſelf did ſo many gallant Actions, 1 ought 
to be of perpetual Remembrance, and that fatal Day 
©T was a Looſer as well as Darius, and being of the 
«victorious Party was perchance the only Man, Who 
© lamented his Misfortune, whilſt the whole Camp re- 
© founded with Songs of Triumph and Rejoycing 
Alfter a thouſand ſad Spectacles of Cr ueltie and De- 
ſolation, which uſully accompany Defeats of that Na- 
ture, when Evening approached, I was ſent with Two 
Thouſand Horſe to purſue the fly ing Perſians, and up- 

on my coming back I chanced to meet Parmemno re- 
turning unto the Camp with the Queens and Princeſſes 
of th Priſoners; I kindly ſaluted them with all the 
Humilty, which they could expect from the meaneſt of 
their Subjects. They returned my Salutation very 
obligingly, but Hyſgambis did it with ſo much Majeſty 
in the Condition ſhe then was in, that ſhewed rhe 
Greatneſs and Conſtancy of her Mind not to be altered 
or ſhaken by any Misfortune: but the Princeſſes, in 
whom Age had not ſettled that Firmneſs of Mind ex- 
prefled their Griefs more freely, and by their Tears, 
hich flowed in abundance conformed themſelves to 


the State of their preſent Condition. This Object 


touched me with a Compaſſion, which it was impoſ- 
ible for me to diſſemble any longer, and receiving the 
Impreſſion of that Diſſolation, which appeared in 
them, I had no Difficulty to compoſe my Countenance 
to ſuch a Sadneſs as Decency required in that Occaſion. 
I thought my ſelf obliged, to try it I could ſweeten 
their Sorrows by ſome Words of Conſolation, and make 
them judge by the Opinion I ſhould give them of the 
firſt Macedomans they met withal, that they were not 
fallen into the Hands of a barbarous People, and that 
their Captivity ſhould not be fo difficult to be born as 
they perchance apprehended. I ſpoke the Per/ian 
Tonguetolerably well, and in that 1 addrefſed my ſelf 
to them in theſe Wards: 5 
„ Ladies (aid J) if you will vouchſafe to hearken 
to thoſe, whom their Duty and the Misfortune of the 
War have made Enemies to your Fee 


| 


! 
[ 
1 
if 
i * 
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* by theſe eruel Reaſons have contributed to your Un- 
* ©aprivity otherwiſe, | than Þy the Abſence of your 
Friends, and to belieye, that only this Inconvenienc 

* ſhall make you find you are Priſoners 3'I am ſuf. 
* ciently acquainted with the Kings Vertue to give 


vou this, „ lurance on his behalf, and 1 have con- 


* verfed' enodgli with the Macedonians to aſſure you 


U " 


over them as you had over the Perſians. 


Queen Syfigarbis in particular, having informed her 
ſelf of my Quality by ſome of them that were about 
her, turning towards me with much Civility replyed ; 
© Tf among the Macedonians we find many like your (elf 
© our Captivity will be much more ſuppor table than 
© we hoped for, and if Fortune reſtore us not that Li- 


© berty ſhe hath deprived us of, we will endeavour to 
* ſweeten the Loſs of it by the Hope of ſuch Uſage as is 


* 7 


wont to be received from virtuous Perſons. « 
My Eyes this while were fixed on the faire Princeſſes 


lovely in their Sorrow, they leaned their *Cheeks to- 


ether bedewed with Tears, whilſt their flowing Bair 
Chick the Senſe of Grief had made them unbind) 
lay in a kind of careleſs Neglect, mingled as it were, 
O that Parſatiss bright tt eſſes commixing with Satiras 
Black ones, made ſuch a pleaſing Confuſion, that the 
Eye of the Mind loſt it ſelf in the Care of unmixing 
them, and the little heed they took of any Body, gave 
me a freer Liberty to heed them the more carefully, 
and conſidering thoſe excellent Beauties, then only 
with Eyes of Admiration and Reſpect, though I found 
ſomet hing extraordinary within my ſelf, yet did I 
ſertle no judgment nor frame any Deſign; only I in- 


terred what fell under my Senſe, that thoſe two faire 


afflicted Ladies were the moſt accomplithed Perſons, 
eber neee crexed;- © en 179015) 
We marched on thus till we came to enter the Camp, 
hen to my great Surprize the Princeſſes all on a ſud- 


dien ſent fertk piteous Crys, tore their fair Hair, and 


uled ſuch Geſtures as differed little from a Diſtraction 
of Mind © This Violence was catiſed by the Sight of 
Darius his Char ot, that had been taken when he quit- 
ted it, and fled on Horſeback for his Safety; To 


. bapeyneſe, I ſhall conjureySh nor ro apprehend you 


* alfo, thr your Preſence will imprint a great Reſpe& 
© in their Hearts, and give you the ſame Aſcendant 
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cruel Sight made them verily believe he was either 


0 anken Priſoner ſlain: but J underſtanding the Cauſe of 
Jur that exceſſive Sorrow from one of their Women, was 
Wy deſirous to free them from their Fear by aſſuring them 
nf Darius was eſcaped, and in Safety, when addreſſing my 
ve ſelf to them with low Reſpect; Ladies (aid I) reſtrain 
on- or Grief a5 much as poſſible ; for I proteſt to you by the 
ou Gods, he, whoſe Loſs you bewail is in Safety, and is neither 


dead nor a Priſoner. hs >): 1 tone c: 
The faire Princeſſes at theſe Words ſettled themſelves 


aſt Flle l | 
a little, and Pariſatis looking on me with Eyes wherein 
her through Grief one might pefceive ſome Beams of Joy. 
Jute break forth: Who ever you are (ſaid /he) who brings 
d; Comfort to us in our Affliction with this welcome 
elf © News, may the Gods be pleated to recompence you 
1an for ir; but I conjure you, flatter not our Sorrows with 
Li- 42 Deceit, which would only ſerve to prolong and 
to Wl © encreaſe them. She ſpoke theſe Words with ſuch a 
515 Grace and Majeſty, that from that fatal Moment I felt 
ſuch inward Motions, as Compaſſion alone could not 
ſes ſtir up in my Heart, and deſiring to draw her out of 
to- that Doubt, wherein ſhe ſeemed yet to remain, Par- 
air venio and I confirmed what I had faid with fo many 
1d) WF Proteſtations, that their Fears began to vaniſh,” and 


their Crys to ceaſe, and being alighted they were con- 
4s 8 ducted into a ſtately Tent, and furniſhed with all they 
he could defire, and the King ſent Leonatus to wait upon 
them from him, and aſſure them in his Name (upon 
ve the Promiſe I had made them) of all manner of Civi- 
ly, ty and good Uſage. I went to my Tent, yet ſlept 
ly but very little that Night after ſo weariſom aDay ; the 
nd WM {dex of the faire Pariſatis had fo ſtrongly poſſeſſed my 
JMind, aſſiſting my growing Love to deceive me by dij> 
n- MW zuifing it elt under the Vail of Compaſſion, till its 
re Forces were grown. to ſuch a height, that it might de- 
s, clare it ſelf with that Tyranny, it hath fince practiſed 
upon me; though weighing the Difficulries I had to, 
p, kruggle with in ſuch an Enterprize J reſiſted it to my 
- "OWer, '> be. | | | | We * 
1d The next Morning the King went to pay them a 
n Vißt, and ſeeing me near him; Couzen (ſaid he). 
of . ſince you are already known to theſe Princeſſes, 
c- mean you ſhall facilitate my Acceſs to them, go, I 
at - Pray you, and difpoſe them to ſuffer my Yi: t, and 
8 14 W 
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prepare them for the ſight of a Man, to whom With- 


out queſtion they bear but little Friendſhip. 

I received this Command with ſome inward Motions 
of Mind, and as ſoon as I had told my Meflage, I was 
admitted unto the Chamber of their, lent where they 
were, and having humbly ſaluted them, and let them 
know the King was coming to pay a Viſit, Syſigambi,, 


who was a Wile and diſcret Princeſs received this Ne- 


tice with much Civility and Reſpect, e-prefſing a high 
datisfaction in the Honour the King did them. Ee 
came preſently and brought only Hepbeſtion with lim 
Sfigammis at firſt cook that Favourite to be the King, 
and caſting her ſelf at his Feet payed him what ſlis be- 
lieved was due from a Caprive to her Conquerour, but 
he ſtept back with a great deal of Modeity, and pre- 
ſented the King before her, when thinking ſhe had 
committed an Error ſhe kneeled down again with her 
Daughters, beſeeching him to excuſe the Ignorance of 


a Woman, who never before had the Honour to ſee 


him. Alerander raiſed her up wich much Reſpect, 
ſaying, you were not at all deceived, Madam, fir e 


indeed is my ſecond ſelf 5 And after having raiſed the ret 


he comforted them with che kindeſt Words, Civility 


and Generofiry couid furniin him withal, and by A\- 


ſurance of as tender Uſage as they could receive from 
Darius; and not intending to make his firl Viſit too 
long having again confirmed his Promiſes, he went out 
of their Tent, leaving thein as well ſatisficd as they 


could be in their Misfortunes, and chat very Day ge 


Orders to ſettle their Houthold according to tlie Great- 
neſs of chew Quality, appointing them guards for their 
Perſons, and retiored them that ſplendour, which their 
Captivity had ſeemed to have taken away.  _ 

This ſecond ſight of Pariſatis (though ſhe was not 
in any Majeſtick Dreſs, but ſuch a one as ſuited her 
preſent Condition) gave Love the abſolute Maſtery 
over my Heart, preſenting her exceeding Fair and Lo- 
vely to my Thoughts, and ſuch a one, as beſides the 
Greatnels of her illuſtrious Birth was adorned with a 
Pomp of ſuch winning Graces, as if the had been made 
for no other end; but to captivate Hearts and caſt 
even her conquerours Proſtrate at her Feet. She was 
then in the Bloom of her Youth about ſixteen, but tall 
of Stature, and of a charming Countenance, wherein 2 
V 1 8 
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and endeavour by all the Services and good Offices, I 


might be permitted to do her and the Queens, to be 
taken more Notice of by her, and infinuate'my ſelf 
into her Eſteem. Nor was there any Day paſt, when 
I was in the Camp, but either in their own Perſons, or 
ſome belonging to them TI la d not hold of Opportu- 
nities with much Joy to leſſen their Misfortunes, and 


do them a pleaſure, ſo that in the end I obliged them 
to ſome particular good Will towards mee. 
I believe Hepheſtion Love took Birth as ſoon as 


mine, but though the King's Favour gave him great 
Advantages, his modeſtly ſuffered him not to abuſe it 
of a long time, and confidering how much Pariſatis 
was above him, though a captive, he looked on her 
always with the ſame ReſpeR,ſhe ſhould have required 
from him in the Court of the King her Father; he vi- 


ſited her very often, and the Power he had with Ale- 


xander allowed him a thouſand ways to oblige thoſe il- 


luſtrous Captives, which rendered his Company more 
conſiderable to them. ph 


You know Alexander rejected the Propoſals of Dariut 


by Ant graues his Ambaſlador, but I will tell you the 
Cauſe that exaſperated him to this Refuſal (and to ſend 


back ſuch an Anſwer) was the Tenor of the Letter, 


which truly was too imperious for one making a Re- 


queſt, and in his Superſcription writing to him only as 


4 private Perſon, not giving him the Title of King, and 


ſo the Queens and Princeſſes loft the Hope of Liberty 


for that time. I was in the Tent with them, when 


Athranes having obtained jleave to ſee them brought 
this afflicting News. The Queens took it with much 


Patience and their wonted Conſtancy; but the tender 
hearted Princeſies could not refrain from Tears at the 
longer Loſs of a Liberty, they now expected to be 
reſtored them: and my Tears at that piteous 0 
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reat Deal of Majeſty appeared. It is true, my Quality 
afforded me ſome Advantages, that might 150 nl 
me up in aſpiring to her Affection; yet, my Love, 
though it was ſtrong, had not ſo abſolutely overcome 
my Fears, but that I had ſome Doubts remaining, 
that I might fail in an Enterpriſe of ſo ſublime a Na- 
ture, as declaring Love to the Daughter of the greateſt 
King on Earth, and be contemned by her for ſo great a 
Prelumption. This Conſideration made me cautious, | 


\ 
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of their Gtitf had much. ado to refrain accompanying 


theirs; however I gave them ſo many Teſtimonies of 
the ſhare, I took in their Sorrow, that they thereby 
received no ſlight Marks of my Affection, when draw- 


ing near to Pariſatis, who was wiping the Tears from 


her fair Eyes. 7 


Malam /) thi Gods are my Witneſſes, that 


© the Ho1-0:ir,of your fight is more precious to me, than 
© the Empire of Alia, and that I cannot deſire your Li- 


* 
— 


c berty without making Wiſhes againſt my own Hap- 


© pyneſs.; but thoſe very Gods will allo teſtifie for me, 
that I would not only forſake my own Intereſts, to 
© reſtore it you, but that I will give up my Life with 
© Toy, if the Loſs of it could be any ways adyantagious 
© to you. Toto , (4 


Ihe Princeſs concluding her {elf obliged by this Diſs 


cours took the Handkerchief from before her Eyes, and 
turning them towards me, Ly/rmachas, ( ſaid ſhe) theſe 
© are the Effects of your ordinary Generoſity, and your 
© Compaſſion of our deplorable Deftiny puts Thoughts 


into your Mind, which are indeed worthy of you; I 


now not what Satisfaction you can draw from the 


ſieht of miſerable aflicted Creatures, but I may truly 
© .affate you both for the Queens and for our ſelves, that 
in oux Misfortunes your Conſolation is dear to us, and 


our Perſon very conſiderable. I had here a fair oc- 
caſion to diſcover my Paſſion, but Fear and Reſpect 
forbid 1t at this time, and would only allow me to make 
tins Reply: e 

Freap, Madam, fo great a Glory by the Honour yen do 
me in Suffering me, and ſeparating me from the Number 
of your Enemies, that if this Felicity continues, I will never 
envy the Fortune of the maſt happy Per ſons upon - Earth. 
Having faid this, and fearing to preceed leftin, the Ex- 


ceſs of my Paſſion I ſhould utter Words, that might of- 
fend my Princeſs, I left her , and went to. Stat ira, 


endeayouring by many tender Expreſſions to ſweeten her 
Sor rows, for which the returned me a very obligingAnt- 


wer, and not to be overtedious to them ] left theiTent. 


After the Taking of Harat hon we went iuto Pbenicia, 


and during all that Journey I had the Happy ness to 
march near the Chariots of the Queens and Princeſſes; 


when one Day Leander an Othcer of the Army (but the. 


moſt brutiſh of all the JZac:4oniams) having the Charge 


/ 
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den were infolent Words, expreſſing bis Anger t0 fe. 
V. them go ſoſlow, ſtriking the Charioteer for driviug no, 
> faſter.” I perceived thoſe great Perſons were much 
n troubled at it; I reproved him for it in ſharp' Langu- 


age, yet received only injurious Words from him, wHch 
15 raiſed my Anger (on his further perſiſtii:g and firik-. 
ing an Eunuch near the Queen's Perſon) thatT re- 
ſolved to chaſtiſe his Infolency, and giving him warn 
ing to defend himſelf, we encountered very ' furiouſly; 
He received a deep Wound, and fell as dead from his 


): . Horſe; but it proved not mortal, and drawing near to 
L the Queens I beſeeched them to pardon a Raſhneſs ſo 
full of Irreverence in a Man, who faw himſelf wounded 
in the molt ſenſible part of his Soul, and intreated them 
_ to believe, that if this rude Fellow's Fault had been of an 
, other Nature, they would not have ended the Quarrel 


in their Preſence. 5 e 
- Though theſe great Princeſſes were troubled for what 
had happened, as fearing the Death (as they then ſup- 
poſed). of Leander might be taken very ill by the King, 
and turn to my Hurt, yet I had perceived, they were 
pleaſed with what J had done, and the King hearing the 
Truth of this Quarrel juſtified me in it, and himſelf ex- 
cuſed this Rudeneſs of his Officer to the Queens, whom 
he would have ſeverly puniſhed for his Infolency, had 
he not been in the Condition he was: yet he recovered, 
and we marched to S:don, and ſoon we layed Siege to 
Tyre, which held us long, when one Day coming into 
my Princeſſe's Chamber, and finding her alone reading 
races, Nlliads, I was about to retire out of Reſpect, bat 

ſhe perceiving me laid aſide the Book, and calling me 
back, I faw Tears ſliding down her beauteons Cheeks, 
which moved me to ask her with much Submiſſion the 
Cauſe of her Trouble: but ſhe inſtantly compoſing her, 
Countenance, and making a pleafing Smile ſucceed her 
Tears, I cannot conceal my Weakneſs from you (ſaid 

ſhe) bat muſt confeſs, I mas not able to read Andro- 
mache's Lamentations for the Loſi of her dear Husband 
witheat being touched with Compaſſion, nor without a:coms 
porn wit mine, thoſe Tears the prebably ſhed on this 
_Occafon, Cͥͤĩ —ðꝛ⸗ oh,” 
Ah Madam (rephed I) with ſome little Aſſuranceꝰ 
can your Good neſs be fo ſenſible of theDeath of Hector- 
; whicl perhaps has no reality in the Story, and can you 
3 gie 


; 
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of the Captives and Baggage came up to the Queens Cha. 


give Tears to a Thing, that in probability is but fained, 

Land fo tranſcendant a Princeſs refuſe Compaſſion to 
' © thoſe, who are in Reality moſt affectionate to your Ser- 
© rice,and would you without any Touch of Pity ſee him 
© die at your Feet, nay and what is more, die for you, 
© who of all Men living is moſt perfcctly deygted to you? 
© would yau fee him breath out his Lite without being 


124 The Hiſtor 


© moved at it, and without ſweetening the Cruelty of his 


- © Deſtiny by one Look, by one Sigh or by one kind Word 
Ein his RS 5 . XY 
Though the Princeſs was of an Appreheuſion quick 


enough to underſtand the Sence of thefe Words, yet did 

ſhe not dive into it at firſt, and without much reflect. 

ns on them ſhe replyed ; J am little obliged to you, 
* 


Yimachas, for believing me ſo ill natured; I know 
©not from which of my Actions you have drawn that 
© Opinion, but I do not think, I have ſhewed my ſelf fo 
© inſenfible in the Misfortunes of my Friends, and in 
* thoſe, whom Nature or any Reaſon engaged me to 
Love or Eſteem; And Ido leſs imagine I ſhould with- 
© out being nearly grieved behold the Ruin of a Perſon, 
© whoſe Deſtruction I had cauſed, or to whom I ſhould 
© be obliged for any particular Affection. 

Finding my Prince& thus wrought to Compaſſicn, 
falling at her Feet, and riſing again by ker Command, 


The Gods ( ſaid I) Madam, who are Witneſſes of the 
Declaration, you make in Favour of me, are alſo V Vit- 
neſſes of my * and know it is not till the laſt 


© Extremity of my Life I beg of you chat pity for one, that 
© cies for you. It is true, Madam, I yield up my Soul at 
© your Feet, unleis your Compaſſion, which you ſo lately 
© exprefled in Favour of the afflicted, pull me from the 
Grave, unto which I am otherways precipitated by a 
© pure Affection to you, which none but you alone can 
receive, and you can never uſcit towards a Man, that 
will ſerve you with more profound Reſpect, and more 


© Zeal, than Jyſimachus. I have ſuffered, before I came 


* *tothis laſt Remedy, all that a Soul is capable to endure 
without making it known; And if my Eyes, and the 
Change of my Looks and Humour have given you any 

© Notice of it, 'twas without the Conſent of my Soul, 
© which opens not it felf now to you without a violent 
* Conſtraint. In ſhort, Madam, adore you; and if it be a 
Crime, I come to confeſs it before you. If this Pre- 
Bk UVP ſumption 
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« ſumption mult be repaited by Death, I come to lay 


down — Life at your Feet, and that I may end it by 


the molt glorious of all Deſtinies, I beg of you ſome 
« {light Mark of that Compaſſion,you have to the unfor- 
£ tunate, and to which you have engaged your felf for 
Upon this the Princeſs changed Countenance twice or 
thrice, and on a ſudden Tears burſt from her Eyes,which 
ſhe could not poſſibly retain, which at firſt, I flattered 
my ſelf with ſome inward Joy, were ſhed in Compaſſion 
to my Sufferings, but within a Moment after I plainly 

rceived, diſdain was the Cauſe of them, and that her 
Diipleaſure for hearing a Declaration of Love from one 


ol Alexander's Followers had forced her to ſhew thoſe 
Marks of her Grief, and of her Indignation, ſhe darted 


a ſcornful Look at me, and then on a ſudden turning 


away her Eyes; 


© I knew the Misfortune of my Condition C ſaid ſe) 
* {ufficiently before, without your reminding me of it, 
© and was very ſenſible, I was. a captive without this 
© new Aſſurance; yes Lyſimachus I am ſo, and more- 
© over I am expoſed to all the Unhappyneſs, captivity 
carries inſeparably along with it; This Conſideration 
* exempts you from that Reipect, whieh at an other time 


would be due to the Daughter of the King of Perſia, 


© and ought to ſtiffle that Retentmert, Tam no longer in 
© a Condition to expreſs. f 8 
Theſe VVords pronounced with an Accent between 
Grief and Anger wounded me fo deeply, that I remain- 
ed in a Confuſion, no Language can expreſs; And 
though I was much diſpleaſed with my felt, that I had 
oftznded her, at laſt 1 reaſumed ſome little Courage, 
and reſolved in ſome fort to juſtifie this Addreſs; and 
whilſt ſhe leaned her Elbow upon the Table, and her 
Head upon her Hand, turning her Eyes from me, 
Madam, (feid I) © I acknowledge I have been infinitely 
to blame, and that the Diſproportion;there is between 


© us, ought either to have ſtrangled my Paffion in it's 


© Birth, or this free Confeſſion of my Love, which hath 


* offended you. I know, you are one of the moſt accom- 


© plithed and greateſt Princeſſes in the VVorld,nor will 
I alledge for part of my Juſtification, that T am born a 
Prince, and that moſt o my Anceſtors have worn thoſe 
* Crowns, which I want to dare (with any Probability 


by 
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of Succeſs) pretend to the Daughter of the greateſt Mo- 
narch upon Earth; And though this cannot excuſe me 
from a Pau | 
© if I may yet beg any Favour from you, I conjure you 
© by all that you count holy j to believe, that the Condi- 
© tion, which the chance of V Var has reduced you to, 
did not all authorize my Declaration, and that I could 
not have conſidered you with more Reſpect andSubmil- 
<fion in the Throne of Darius, than I do in the Capti- 
vity, to the Misfortune whereof,you would impute y 
Crime: my Courage 1s not capable of ſo much mean- 
neſs; and to what Eſtate ſoever Fortune ſhonld pre- 
cipitate or raiſe you up, ſne cannot deprive you of what 
« your Birth and the Gods have given you, nor diſengage 
me from a Service, for which alone 1 was born, and 
for which Iwill die, tho it is not in my Power 
to repair the Offence, I have committed, I have both 
Power and Courage enough to puniſh it, and with 
my Blood to pay the Price of thoſe Tears, whuch 
my Raſhneſs has drawn from your faire Eyes. 
Theſe Words I pronounced with an Accent, that 


made the Princeſs believe, I had fatal Intentions upon 


my Life; and as I was retiring with low Obeiſſance 
__ » from her Pretence, ſhe found ſhe could not let me die 
_ fora Fault, my Paſſion had made me guilty: of, and 
this good Nature working ſtrongly in her Breaſt, cauſed 
her to call me back again, and perceiving I returned 
trembling, and with an Action of a Man quite loſt in 
his Paſſion, after ſhe had a while ſought out Terms 
to expreſs her ſelf, ſhe ſpoke to mein this manner: 
© Zyſemachns, I cannot ſhake oft the Trouble, which 
your Words have fixed in my Mind; but I am willing 
© to bamiſh the Belief, I conceived, that my Captivity 
© alone had encouraged you to diſcover your Thoughts to 
me with too much Liberty. I know that you are ge- 
- © nerous, and daring, and Iwill therefore only accuſe 
my Misfortune, and the Eaſineſs of my Humour, for 
_ © the Diſpleaſure, I have received; J alone will ſuffer 
<© the Pumfhment of it, and T'will infliòt no other on 
© you, than-what you before impoſeed upon your felt: 
My Tears will be better recompenſed by your Silence, 
- ©than by your Blood. I ctizem you enough, never to 
contribute to your Ruin, and we are enou gh obliged to 


4 r U 
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lt,which I have committed, guilty as am, 
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you, to take care to prevent it. This is all, I can do 
«for you, and if you be not contented with a particular 
<Eftcem, which 1 have had for your Perſon, and which 
« by the Repentance of your Fault, you may yet hope for, 
<] acknowledge my ſelf very unable to give you Satis- 
e ee 73%. 91 T 
he pronounced theſe Words with ſo much Majeſty 
and Moderation, as gave me a perfect Knowledge of 
her good Nature, and of her Generoſity, which could 
not conſent to the Ruin of a Perſon, ho ſo entirely 
loved her, and to whom ſhe believed, ſhe had ſome 
light Obligation; And though Icould not tell, how to 
digeft theſe Words, or turn them to my Advantage, 1 
however made this Reply: | 2 "Drs 1 
Madam ( ſaid 1 with a dejected Conntenance) this 
guilty Man deſerves not the Mercy, you ſhow him; 
© but ſince your Goodneſs makes you conſent to the Pre- 
© ſervation of his Life, which his Raſhneſs gave you juſt 
«© Cauſe to hate, he will regulate it in ſuch a manner, 
© that you ſhall never have Cauſe to repent this Com- 


t © paſſion extended towards him; And not being able to 

n - © free it from that violent Paſſion, which you have con- 

e demned, h. by his Silence and Diſcretion will repair the 

0 Greatneſs of his Fault, and offend you as little as poſ- 

1 ſibly he can with his Diſcourſe, and only content 

{ _ © himſelf, that all his Looks. and all his Actions may 

i © tell you, what he has in his Heart. The particular 
1 Eſteem, you make bim hope for is too high and too 

$ © glorious a Recompence for him, and if he ſhould pre- - 


tend to more from a Perſon as divine as you are, he 
1 would be the blindeſt, and the molt preſumptuous Man 
; on Earth. £302 2 og: 
7 The Princeſs was going to reply, I know not whether 
with Severity, or Mildneis, when the Princeſs S:atira 

came in, and hindred it, and we ipent part of the Day 
. in different Converſation, nor was it long exe I was cer- 
8 tain, that Hepheſtion, that dear Favourit of the King 
. made Love to her, floating upon the F:xrout ofſihis Prince, 
| by whoſe Encouragement © he had aſpireg nb: ſo high a 

Felicity; He was indeed worthy of her; Notice by the 
5 Comlyneſs of his Perſon as well as his Valour and Ver- 
| tue, which made me neglect no Opportunity, tooblige 
0 my Princeſs, and as much as in me lay, to prevent that 
| Bpal's gaining any Place in her Affection; though in a 


little 


5 
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little time he had the Preſumption, to declare his Loye 


openly: Nor was he Ignorant of my Pretenſions, ſo 


that notwithſtanding we had till this time been all alonz 
good Friends, this Competition made us but cold ly en- 
tertain each other; for we no longer doubting what we 
had fearcd, gave that Jealouſie an Entrance into our 
Souls which hath ſince tormented them with ſo much 
Violence. no -$ Sift 575 | 3 
Whilſt we were contending by our Services for fo glo- 
rious a Prize (which I reſolved not to abandon, but 
with my Life) the King departed from Memphis, to 


viſit the Temple of Jupiter Hammon; And not being 


willing to take the Princefles along with him in ſo pain- 


ful and dangerous a Voyage, he left them at Memphic 


under a Guard of part of his Forces. My Duty and my 
Honour obliged me to wait upon him, though they car- 
Tied me againſt my Inclination, which made all Places 
hateful to me, where my Princeſs was abſent : but I had 
this Happynets, that Hephef#ion was not left behind, he 
likewiſe accompanyed the King, and before our Depar- 
ture taking leave of Pariſatis I found by her generous 


Expreſſions, and ſome Sorrow, ſhe ſhewed at my going 


away I was not indifferent to her, and amongſt others ſhe 
uttered theſe Words: Iknow, Ly/z-achas, your Birth is 
<1llaftruous, and I have Eyes as well as others, to dif- 
© cern the Advantages of your Perſon, and good Quali- 
ties; And I pardon the Liberty, you now take for the 
ſame Reaſon, that made me pardon. the others, you 
have taken, and I not only excuſe it, but to lei you 
*<fee Lam not cruel, I will alſo confirm, what I have 
*< ſaid. Its true, I fuffer Hephe/tion both for his Merits, 
© and for the Commands of the Queens; becaule it 1s 
from their Will, only next to that of Darius, that | 
will receive the Rule of my whole Life: but be aſſured 


of both, Hepheſtion by it ſhall never have Advanta 


© that if my Inclination alone can eſtabliſn the ran | 


cover you: and if you ſhould ſee me engaged this way 48 


-*ſome other Body accule only my Obedience and not an 
Inclination, which ſhall never declare it ſelf in Favour 
of an other father than of Lyſimac hut. I do not think 
you have any Reaſon to complain of a Confeſſion 1 


make to you with 4 great deal of Freedom, neither do 
I believe vrithout a Deſign to offend me, you can deſue 


1 Thi 


. * 


. The Hiſtory Part Il 


Part II. of Caſſandra” 129 
This tranſported me with an Extaſie of Joy, bat as 1 
was about to reply in a moſt obliging acknowledgment 
of ſo tranſcendent a Goodneſs, the King came unto 
the Garden and prevented me, and with him Hepheſti- 
on, Selucns, Amigonins and many others. The King 
drew near to the Princeſs Statira, who was at ſome 
diſtance from us, and Hepheſtion coming up to Pari- 
ſatis took that Hand, which he found free, and being 
an obſtacle to me all the reſt of the Day, had alſo the 
diſpleaſure to ſee me take Revenge on him the ſame 
way, and deprived him by my Preſence of the means to 
entertain her in particular. | 4 
That Evening we took our leaves, and early the 
next Morning we travelled with ſplendid Equipage 
towards the Temple of Hammon, having a very ſharp 
and painful Paflage over the Deſarts of Arabia, in 
| whoſe thirſty Sands whole Armies had been buried, 
but the difficulty little troubled me, my Thoughts 
being ſtiill with my Princeſs, though my Body was 
abſent from her, which alacritie of Mind ſupported 
me under all the thirſt ſcorching Heat and Hunger we 
ſuffered , ſo that breaking through many difficulties, 
wearriv'd at that famous Temple. And there it was, 
4 that whether by chance or corrupting the Prieſts, or 
q bv the Will of the Gods, the King found the Cauſe of 
3 that inſupportable Vanity, which after made him com- 
4 mit ſo many faults, and which made him exact Ado- 
F rations from his Friends as a God, and upon Refuſal 
4 many Noble lives were loſt, you are not ignorant, Sir, 
C It had long before been rumoured, that his Mother 
* Olympias conceived him by Fapiter Hammon , who 
*commixed wich her in the ſhape of a Dragon. This 
fabulous Report now ſtrengthened by the Oracle or 
rather the Prieſts Flattery, to whom he made exceſſive 
| Preſents, it put him upon many Things, that in a De- 
pre: ſtained , and blemiſhed the Glory of his paſt 
ife. n 5 . 
After Alexander had obtained the Anſwer he deſired 
he returned, and paſſing near the Ile of Pharos in 
Egypt, cauſed the ſtately City of Alexandria to be 
uilded, with infinite Coſt and Labour, and when he 
had chaſtized ſome Revolters that in his abſence had 
troubled his new Conqueſts, and ſettled the Provinces, 
he went to Memphis, we found _ all — the 
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Condition, we left them, and Pari/atis uſed me at my 
Arrival in the ſame manner, ſhe had done at my depar. 
ture. We made but little ſtay in that City, for the King 
upon Notice Darius had recruited his Army, marched 
baftely to give him Battel, if he could oblige him to it. 
He carried the Queens and Princeſſes with him, but: 
fad Calamiry happened; For through Grief, and the 
telliouſneſs of Travel in a very hot Country, Darius 
his Queen died by the way, her Sickneſs being ſo ſhort, 
that it was almoſt prevented by her Death. This was a 
new Cauſe of Affliction to the Princeſles, and the whole 
Court; For that vertuovs Queen by her modeſt deport. 
ment had gained a deſerved Reſpe&fulneſs from all, 
Alexander greatly bewailed her Death, and went im. 
mediately ro Hgambit, and the Princefles Tents, to 
mingle his Tears with theirs, and condole their Misfor- 
Tune, and ſoon after he cauſed the deceaſed Queen to 
be interred with a Pomp worthy of her Quality, and 
of the Glory of her Anceſtors. Some Days were ſpent 
in that Solemnity, and immediately after confronting 
— Perſian Army, he prepared himſelf to give Bate 
I will not entertain you with the Succeſs of that 
Bloody Field, wherein your ſelf was preſent, and where 
in you did fo many great Actions, that they were held 
miraculous, and wherein your Deſpair made you ſeek: 
Death amongſt our Arms, which we refuſed you, and 
which you had ſold ſo dear to us; You ſhall only learn, 
that after the Incommodity of two Wounds I there 
received, they deprived me for ſome time of the fight 
of my Princefs; but as ſoon as my Strength permitted 
me, I waired on her, and after having condoled with 
her the Lofs of fo good and render a Mother as Queen 
Statira had ever been to her, and having had the offer- 
end aſſurance of Prolomeus his Friendſhip, to bear me 
up, and ſerve me in what he could againſt Hepheſtin 0 
in the concern of my Love, I took a little more bold. 10 
neſs upon me, and ſeeing, a fit opportunity I preſſed f 
my Princeſs with ſo much Affection and Diſcretion, , 
that at lat I drew this Confetſion- fem her Mouth: 
A Thar if choſe Perſons, to whom her Birth had given 1 
1 the Power over her Will, ſhould enjoy her to love 
me, ſhe: would: receive that Command in my Favour 
2 785 | | 15 [6 "Ss Sat 
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* with leſs diſpleaſure, and with more ſatisfaction, 
than for any other Man living. 5 6 pr 
This further Aſſurance produced a Joy in me, which 
it will be very difficult to expreſs, and gave me all che 
Comfort, I could receive for an abſence, that was like 
to be of lon Continuance:; for Alexander was prepa- 
ring for an Expedition againſt the Vxians, who refuſed 
to own his Power. How Hepheſtion was received by 
the Princeſs, I am ignorant, but after our departure 
he took the boldneſs ro write to her, and to ſend his 
Letter with thoſe of the Kings, which he writ to S, ſi- 
gambis and Statira, when he gave Madates his Life at 
the Queen's requeſt; and one Day pulling out the 
Anſwer, he received from her, he looked on it ſo near 
me, that. I perceived, it was the Princeſſes Hand, and 
concluded, he did it on Purpoſe, to give me that 
knowledge, and then letting it fall at his feet as by 
chance, whilſt many were over officious to take it up, 


and preſent it to him: Leade this Honour to me alone, 


(ſaid he to them) all that comes from my Princeſs is ſo 
Divine and Sacred, that only Hepheſtion zs worthy to 
touch it, He ſpoke thefe words with ſo inſupportable 
a Pride, that much angered at them (though the reſt 
out of fear or reſpe&t ſtood mute) I ſtept cold to his 
Ear, and with a reaſonable loud Voice replyed :: 
Hepheſtion is leſs worthy of that Honour, than any Body 
elſe. . 28 
Hearing theſe Words he changed Colour, and turn d 
briskly towards me, but as he was going to reply, the 
King having perceived what had paſſed, cams up to us, 
and reproved us with much ſeverity, and when he had 
told us of our fault in raiſing a Conteſt ſo near his 


Perſon, Hepheſtion ( ſaid he) Iwill have zou to conſider, 


that Lyſimachus is 4 Prince, bat alſo, Lyſimachus, 7 
would hade you remember, that I love Hepheſt ion as my 
felf.. I know not, what Intereſt obliged jon to make him 
that Reply, bat I do not mean, that on, nor any Body in 
the World Fall croſs him in the Deſign of ſerving - Pari- 
fatis, ſince my ſelf inſpired him with that Undertaking, 
and will uphold him in it againſt all the Word, | 
| Theſe cruel words ftruck through wy heart like 


Lightning; but that, Which yet more diſpleated me, 


was the Commands he lay d upon us to embrace each 


other in his Preſence; and continue our former Friend- 


%ꝶƷksLN Foy . ... TL 
ſhip inviolable; but though we did embrace in com- 
plyance, it was riot poſſible for him to gain the other 
proof of our obedience, and the tight of that Letter 
penetrated yet further into my Soul, and afflicted me 
with ſuch diſquietude of Mind, when I reflected on 
the Favour, he had received above me from my Prin- 
ceſs, that I ſpared not in that diſorder to accuſe her of 
lightneſs, change and breach of the Promiſes, ſhe had 
fo ſolemnly made me, and in ſuch thoughts I paſled 
the night of the deſolation of Perſepolis, one of the 
faireſt Cities of Afa, whilſt Alexander himſelf at the 
Inſtigation of a. lewd Curtizan ſer Fire to its ſtately 
Palace, and others by his command lay'd the reſt of 
it in Aſhes, and having left} deplorable marks in that 
Action of his Fury, and Debauch, to put the trouble 
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and Repentanice, it cauſed after out of his Mind, he 
proceeded in fearch of Darius, but found him not till 1 
Death had Mi an end to his Miſeries, in what manner, | 
you are not ignorant, nor how. Alexander lamented t 
him, ſending his Eody to the Queen and Princeſſes, Y 
that they might pay their laſt Reſpects and Duties to 1 
it in the pompeous Solemnity of a Funeral; nor was f 
my forrow little leſs than theirs for the unfortunate e 
death of that great and good King. I waited on the t 
Queen and Princeſſes notwithſtanding Alexander's tl 
Commands, which in any other caſe I ſhould not have : 

: 


diſputed, 1 found them floating in a deluge of erief, 
and gave them all the Conſolation, I was capable off in 
the forrowful Condition, wherein I was at that time 

overwhelmed. | 
When I had freedom to {peak to my Princeſs in pri- 
vate, I urged ſo many things, that at laſt ſhe confel- 
led ro me, that by the Queen's expreſs. Command at the 
ſolicitation of Alexander more, than her own inclina- 
tion, ſhe had anſwered Hepheſtions Letter, Which the 
would not other ways have ſo much as caſt her Eyes 
on, but that ſhe had written nothing in it, that could 
make him pretend to any advantage over me. She ſaid 
many other things, ſtill inſiſting on her Duty, the li- 
mits of which her Virtue would by no means ſuffer her 
ro pals, and indeed to my unſpeakable Joy I found her 
not in the leaſt altered in the Eſteem, ſhe had profe!- 
ſed, and the Paſſion, which inclin'd to my advantage: 
yet When I was more at leaſure ſcrioully' reflected — 
. wy * 
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ſtrongly to favour Alexanders Intendments for He- 
pheſtion, my Spirits ſunk within me, I doubted not, 
but that Queen had already 18 my Love to her 
Grand - Child, which was the Cauſe, I would not 
hazard my ſelf to beg her aſſiſtance, who had already 
declared 2 ſelf for my Rival. I teſtiſied my Sorrow 
by the ſaddeſt words, I could invent, and took leave 
ofmy Princeſs, without being able to alter this reſo- 
jution in her foreſeeing then the Misfortunes, that have 
ſince befallen me. 5 by OD 5 
Soon after leaving my Princeſs I marched with the 
King to the Confines of Parthia, and he ſubdued many 


her obedience to the Will of S{gambis, whom Iłk ne-. 


' Nations With little Bloodſhed ; The rich Spoiles and 


Effeminate Pleaſures, we found in this Expedition, 

wer hurtful to the Reputation of Aiexander, by sor- 
rupting his manners inſomuch, that indulging himſelf 
in the ſoft delights of thoſe People, ho had become 


his feafie Prey through their Effeminacy, he loſt all 


that he had left of the Grecian diſcipline. Then it 
was, that he began to ſpend whole Nights and Days 
in Debauches, and that he exacted Adoration from his 
Followers, which alienated ſome of their Hearts, and 
exaſperated him ſo far againſt ſome of his beſt Friends, 
that by their Deaths he gave moſt fatal Teſtimonies of 
the Alteration of his Temper, as in thoſe of the great 
Parmenio, Philotas, his Son Calliſtenes the wiſe and 


learned Philoſopher, and Clitus, ro whoſe Valour and 


prudent Council he owed the greateſt part of his Con- 
queſt; And though I grieved for theſe galiant Men, 
the little Intereſt, I had now with the King made me 
able to contribute nothing to their Preſervarion, 
though ſtill on all Occaſions I fought very near him, 
and ſhed much of my Blood in his tgar, to ſhelter him 
from the fury of the Enemy. My greateſt Conſola- 
tion vas, that I had that worthy Prince Ptolome n 
{ who afterward with ſuch Glory and Renown ſway d 
the Scepter of Egypt) for my faithful Friend, to whym 


Tcould with much Conbdence intruſt the Secrets st 


my Soul, and when he perceived me greatly rormenc- 
el for fo long an abſence from my Princeſs, he com- 
forted me in the beſt manner he could, adviſing me, 
to write to her, promiting to get my Letter delivered 
dy the means of Avamia a Perſian Princeſs, whom he 
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had lately married, and was at that time with Pariſatis: 
Upon this Offer I embraced that dear Friend, and 

accepted it with inexpreſſible Joy, and writ in theſe 

Terms: . * 


Madam, if the Queen's permitfion had been necef. 
* ſary for the liberty I take, I ſhould have followed 
© your Orders with a moſt perfect obedience, but ad- 


* dreſſing theſe lines not without the Mediation of one, 


that is dear to you, either her Conitderation will 


make you pardon my fault, or her Diſcretion will 
- © keep it from your knowledge, if theſe words have 
© the happineſs, to employ your eyes for ſome few 
* moments, they will recall into your Memory the 
* Image of the moſt faithful of all Men living, and the 
* remembrance of thoſe glorious Hopes, to which you 
have given me leave to raiſe my thoughts, were 1 


© buc dear enough to the Gods, to hope, you had ſtill 


© conſerved the Idea of him, who adores you with all 
© the reſpect, we owe unto them. I ſhould ſuffer the 
* rigour of this cruel abſence with a Courage, that 
begins to forſake me with my Hope, and ſhould only 


fight to obtain Glory, whereas 1 do it now to ſeek a 


© Death, to which my Miſeries make me run, as to the 
only Remedy not forbidden me; bur if my Unhap- 
© pineſs be as great, as my temerity, and if the Idea 
* of this unfortunate Man be either troubleſome to 
© you, or be (pt out of your Remembrance he will 
© wizhogr repining lay down a Life, which he cannot 
© keep without Hope, and will die without any other 
* grief, than that of depriving you thereby of the 
© molt zealous and moſt faithful ct all thoſe, that ever 
_ © adored you. | XÞ A 5 | 

Having given this to Prolonrerrs he ſhewed me, what 
he had written in favour of me to Samia, and folded 
mine up in it; And whilit we were expecting an 
Anſwer, Alexander foi getting Srarira married Roxana, 
as you have heard at large, though that Match was 
difapproved by all his Friends, and has fince cauſed 
us {o many misfortunes, and ſo much ſorrow, and 
during th: Pomp and Splendour, that attended the 
Wedding. which laſted many days, we received rwo 
Letters, one from ami to her Husband, and an 
other from my Primcefs, the latter incloſed in the 
former, waich were in the following Words : 


. 


Tuage 
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Fudge by the Succeſs, with what Care I have laboured 
for your FElimnds Intere 1 Pariſatis's Mind is not eafity to 
be managed, but I have ſo perſecuted her, that without 
doabt 1 2 drawn more from ber, than you expected; do 
not accuſe me, if you be not both ſatisfied, and believe, I 
will looſe no occa on of doing your Friend all the good Of- 
fices, he can hope from a Perſon, who hath a peculiar 
Eſteem of his Merits. | a # 
The other Letter, I knew to be Pars/atir's Hand, 
and caſting my Eyes on it with incredible tranſports 
| read theſe Words: | | 

Apamia is the moſt troubleſome Creature in the World ; 
Che is not contented with having received your Letter, but 

will alſo make me aſſure you my {1 that I have not forgot 
Jou, and I am willing to give that teſtimony of my Friend. 
ſhip to her, and to you that of my Eſteem, 

I read theſe words often with great ſatisfaction and 
I tell you, this was that in a great Meaſure removed 
thoſe weighty Sorrows, that preſſed fo heavy upon my 
Heart, and clouded my Face with very viſible dit- 
contentments, making me endure the travel and toil 
of War with greater patience, whilſt we overrun all - 
the Indies, and many other Countries, with the Succeſs, 
that accompanied the King in all his Expeditions; and 
having done things, that ſurpaſs Belief, made his Em- 
pire almoſt as well as the Earth, and eſtabliſhing his 
Conqueſts returned in Triumph to Suſa, where viſiting 
the Queen's and Princeſſes he renewed his Love to 
Statira, which in the end proved fo cruel to you, by 
his Succeſs in gaining her by the Queen's Command, 
when ſhe thought, you had forſaken her. 

Upon our Arrival I viſited Apamia, and with much 
Reſpect and a deep ſenſe of Gratitude for the good 
Office, ſhe had done me, from whom I received the firſt 
notice of my Misfourtune, and my utter ruin, which was 
that my Rival fortified by the Kings aſſiſtance employ- 
ed his Interceſſion ſo powerfully to S:gambis, ro 
whom my Princeſs had abſolutely given up her will, 
that that ambitivus Queen finding great Advantages in 
matching her with a Man, that could do all with Ale- 
xander, took his part openly, and declared her Inter 
tions publiquely.. She commanded the Princeſs, to re- 
ceive his Seryiges as one, whom ſhe deſtined for her 
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fiusband 3 however Apamia was willing to flatter me 
by the Relation ſhe made of rhe grief, this Command 
had wrought in Pariſatis, and promiſed to remove all 
Dithculries, that now might be in the way, to pay her 
a Viſit, introducing me a Back-way, When I had 
given her thanks, and accepted her profered Kindnek; 
J approached her with my uſual reverence and hy. 
mility, and perceived Bluſhes to overſpread her beau- 
reous Face, and that ſeeing me in a Condition little 
different from one in Deſpair, when I had expreſſed 
part of my Grief, it ſtirred up ſome Pity in her Break, 
and though ſhe was ſenſibly touched with a tender. 
neſs and Compaſſi n for me, yet I found it was impcl. 
ſible for me to make her change her Reſolution, or 
draw her in the leaſt manner from the Terms of that 
Obedience, to which ſhe had wholly ſubmitted her 
ſelf, and when J had ſaid all, I thought fit at preſent: 

£,y/mmachus (replyed ſhe) never deſire thoſe things if 
me, which I neither oaght, ner will be of a humour t 
' grant you. T value Hepheſtion very much, I am obliged 
70 him for the Services, he has done me, and 1 have m 


 Averſcon to his Perſon ; but not withſtanding this Declara. 


tion, which I make to you with Truth, if you can perſwade 
the Quien to ach me my Inclination, and to leave it tom) 
, own diſpo ſing, nhether I mare Choice of Hepheſtion or cf 
26ar ſerif, I proteſt to you, it [hall never be, but in your 
Favour. Behold the greateſt, you can ever hope from me, 
and I beſæech jou to deſire no more, = 
Tis was all I could obtain of her, and retiring a 
little from me ihe left me in a mortal Afﬀiction, but 
recovering my faded Spirits, and ſummoning my Cou- 
rage to my aijiftance I reſolved (tince ſhe had given 
me leave) not to leave the leaſt means unattempted, 
that miznt but Hatter me with a Happineſs I ſo much 
deſired in reality; And having by the Interceſſion of 
my Friends near her gain dAcceſſion to Queen Hgambi 
in her Cloſet I fell at her Feet, and notwithſtandinę 
ali mne did to make me rife, I continued ſtill in that 
Poſture, and with a dejected Countenance, that moved 
Sity in her at the fight of me, I diſcovered to her my 
- Birth and Love to the Princefs, declaring with how 
much Zeal and Fidelity 1 had ferved her, begging her 
pardon fer attempting any thing of this kind without 
bet Conſent, and that my Life now wholly depended 
v1po!l 
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upon her Goodneſs and Mercy, in preſerving it by 
giving way to my Paſſion, or deſtroying it in a Denyal 
of that Favour. To be brief I urged all that came 
unto my mind with the moſt moving words, I was 
able to expreſs my Paſſion in, and when I had ended 
kiſſing the Hem of her Garment, and embracing her 
Knees,not without ſhedding ſome Tears ſhe replyed in 
theſe Words: . 

„The Gods are my Witneſles, BHyſimachus ( ſaid ſhe) 

* that your Perſon is very conſiderable to me, and that 
* your diſcourſe has touched me very ſenſibly; I knew 
© the Greatneſs of your Birth, and am acquainted with 
the Merit of your Perſon ; both of them give me juſt 
* Inclination for you, and make me account my Chil- 
© dren happy, to find in their Misfortunes, and in the 
*Ruin of our Family, that ſuch as your ſelf; yet turn 
their Eyes upon them, and I beſeech you to believe, 
* it is not the Favour of Alexander, neither the Need 
we have in our preſent Calamity of a Support near 
the King, that makes me prefer Hepheſtion before you, 
nor yet leſs any advantage I have' obſerved in his 
** Perſon more, than yours, that moves me to approve 
bof his deſigns; but his having made them known to 
* me ſooner, than you and the Promiſes I have made 
* tothe King, and to him. You are not ignorant, that 
among Perſons of our Rank they are inviolable, and 
* you know beſides thoſe, to whom I have given my 
Engagement are in a Condition to make me keep it, 

and that I am little 6apable to diſpute it with them. 
* I hope, Tyſimachus, you will be ſatisfied with theſe 
* Reaſons, and that you will not attribute a pure Ef- 
*fet of my Misfortunes to any want of Goodwill, or 
© Reſpect towards you. | 

This was the Anſwer I had from Syſigambis, and I 
by it was fo mortally ſurcharged with grief, that it 
was impoſſible for me to diſſemble my Deſpair.I ręieup 
from before her without replying, and went out of the - 

Cloſet ſo changed, that I could hardly have been knowr. 
When Oxoondates had heard this, he could not for- 
bear ſaying with a deep figh: Ah Lyſmachus, what a 
* reſemblance our Misfortunes have to one another, 
* and how much you will aflit me by the Recital of 
your Diſaſters, I ſhall be too much © concerned in 
them to hearken with Curioſity 3 but it is no * 

| | * 22 er 
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© Tet us break through theſe dangerous Paſlages, fince 
the Remainder of our Lives is deſtined on! to Miſe. 
* ries; let us not henceforth entertain one another with 
any thing, but matters of A ffliction. EY 

Oroondates holding his peace after theſe words, and 
diſpoſing himſelf to lend attention, Ly /maachus went 
on with Diſcourſes, as in the Book following, 


The End of the Firſ: Book. 
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| A 7 HICH way ſhall I be able great Prince (conti- 
N nued TJyſimac bus) to relate the Exceſs of my Af- 


flictions after the cruel ſentence of Hgambis, imagine 


to your ſelf all that Love, Jealouſie, Grief, Anger, and 
Deſpair can produce in a Soul violently agitated with 
all theſe Paſſions, and you may faintly conceive the 
Motions, that tormented mine: I paſſed the reſt of the 
Day in tranſports of Diſtraction, which cauſed a fear 
in Prolomeus, who forſook me not in my Misfortune, 
that I was in ſome danger of looſing my Senſes, and to 
ſettle me a little, he perſwaded me yer to try the Kings 
avour thereby to free my {elf from thoſe reproaches, 
I might one Day receive of offending his Majeſty. To 
fatisſie that dear Friend, l went the next Morning to the 
Pallace, and getting the King to be moved, that! 
might ſpeak with him in private, he ſent for me unto 
his Cloſet, when having made my Obeiſſance to him 
with a Countenance quite changed he found ſuch marks 
of Deſpair, as I am apt to believe he was a little ſtart- 
led at it, in doubting the Cauſe, that brought me 
thither, as thinking I had ſome Deſign againſt his 
Perſon; yet very coldly demanded it: I come (ſaid 1) 
to beg of your Majeſty, what a Prince, who hath the 
Honour to be ſo near allied to you, hopes he may ob- 
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in, and what a juſt King may lawfully grant to one; 
dh has moſt faithfully ſer ved him. I require of = | 
neither treaſure, nor Provinces, for the price of the 
Blood, I have loſt in your ſervice; My Ambitian is 
| more noble, and if it be blamable in having raiſed my 
en; eyes to the Princeſs Pariſatis, I have preſcribed juſt 
limits to thoſe Defires, it hath bred in me, ſince it is 
nor that Princeſs, I demand for the Recompence of 
my Service, but only the Power to ierve her with an 
advantage equal to that of my Rival, Let your Ma- 
jeſty be pleaſed but to reſtrain your Authority, and 
not to declare your ſelf for Hepheſtion-againft a Perſon, 
that has the Happineſs to be near you, Leave but Pa. 
niſatis her Choice, and thoſe that ſerve her the Hopes 
of being recompenced according: to the Merit of their 
Services, Juſtice pleads in Favour of my Intereſts, and 
ics Conſideration alone may move a King, who has al- 
ways followed it, exactly to grant, what he may re- 
| fuſe to my Birth and Services. 187 
Il would have ſaid more, but lie hindred it by inter- 
rupting me ſharply : © Lyſimachus (ſaid he) my Inten- 
tions were ſufficiently known to you, to reſtrain you 
* from requiring a thing of me, which I neither can, 
* nor will grant you: I am not ignorant of your Birth 
* and Services, neither are you ignorant of the Friend- 
* ſhip, I bear Hepheſtion, nor of the Promiſes I made 
to aſſiſt him in an Affection, which he diſcovered to 
me, before I heard any Mention of your Pretenſions to 
* Pariſatis, This knowledge ought not only to have 
P diſſwaded you from a molt unjuſt Requzſt, but to 
| have given a Check to thoſe Deſigus, which you 
| have nouriſhed to the prejudice of my-Intendments, 
and of the Command, I gave you to the contrary. _ 
Theſe Words were fo piercing to my Hea-t, that I 
could not refrain to make this Reply wich ſomething 
of an angry Look: E; * | 
Inever failed (/aid J) of my Obedience to your Ma- 
jeſty, whilſt you required no other proofs of it, but 
luch, as were within my Power; and Hepheſtion never 
pay'd you more Reſpect, nor more ready Obedience, 
than I either in War, or Peace, but when you forbia 
me to love Pariſatis, I confels, I diſobeyed you, I love. 
her, and ſer ve her, and muſt do ſo to my Grave. M 
Pallion for her never wirhheld me from any Occaſion, 


whither 
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whither your Intereft called me. T bear the Marks of Pa 
the Services, I have done you ail over my Body, and anc 
ſuch as this happy Favourite cannot ſhew the like. If my 
by the Number of my Wounds I cannot diſpute with for 
him for Alexander's Favour, I will conteſt with him to col 
the lat Drop of my lood for the Poſſeſſion of PariG- di 
tis. Let your Majeſty be but pleaſed to give us leave Il aff 


to decide our Pretenſions with our Swords: Let Pari. tut 
atis be his, who is the more valiant or the more hap- H. 
py, and let Death be the Portion of him, that is the Se 
weaker, and the more unfortunate. x Ar 


I plainly perceived, the King could hardly contain wi 
himſelf at the hearing of theſe words, and his Anger Ct 
breaking out through his Eyes, and in the changes of th 


| His Countenance, it would without doubt have terre- M 
fied a Perſon, from whom his Diſaſters had not taken to 
away that Affection; which we naturally bear to life; th 


but 1 beheld him without fear, whilſt he anſwered in 1 


this manner: | Sd 
This is not the only time, Lyſimachus (ſaid he) that he 


von have given Proofs of jour Irreverence and Contempt of hi 
um, to whom you are born 4 Subject; I remember it (iii, . *0 
and ſhall be able to bring you again within the Limits of © 

jour Duty, when ſoever you ſhall have the Preſumption to In 
go beyond them. In the mean time I command you, neither L 
ro croſs Hepheſtion's Love, nor ſo much as dare to look on it 


Pariſatis, and I proteſt to you, if your diſobey this Command B 
by all the Authority I have over jou, I will have no ga I 


ro your Birth, but will ſubmit you to the Severity of our n 
Laws, as tbe meaneſt Macedonian. t! 
Theſe Words he uttered with fo loud a voice, that 
they were plainly heard by thoſe, that were in the next {: 
Chamber, and not giving me any leaſure to reply, he te 
opened the Cloſet-door himſelf, and went out whiltt 0 
thoſe that ſa him obſerved in his Face the furious t/ 
Humour, I had put him unto, and I was ſo diſtracted 1 
between Grief and Rage, that when I left the Pallace, 1 
I paſſed by my moſt faithful Friends without ſo much, R 
as knowing them; yet would they not leave me. in 4 
that Condition, but followed me to my Lodging, to 0 


hinder, as they hoped, by their ſober Advice ſome 
dangerous Enterpriſe, my Deſpair might puſh me on 0 
ro my Ruin; And though they uſed many Arguments i 
and Perſwaſions to fettle the Perturbationz of my Mind, 
F xp | and | 
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and I in Compliance to thoſe dear Friends reſtrained - 
my Reſentments ſeemingly, it was ſo much impoſſible 
fr me to ſtiffle them really, or ſuppreſs the war and 
confuſion, that theſe killing words had raiſed ia my 
diſordered Soul, that no ſooner they left me with an 
 affurance of their friendſhip, with the Thanks I re- 
turned them for their affection, but I writ a Letter to 
Hepleſtion, and ſent it by Timantes, one of my faithful 
Servants, yet little known at Court. He got into the 
Anti - Chamber , and ſoftly knocking at the door, 
where he underſtood, that great Favourite was, the 
Chamberlain opened it a little, and rebuking him for 
| the noiſe he had made, told him, his Lord was aſleep ; 
My diſcreet Servant not purpoſing to deliver the Letter 
ro any other hand for gaining his admittance- intorm'd 
the Man, he knew-the Order of decency and reſpeit 
well enough, but was forced to break it by a ſtron 
Conſideration: Zell your Maſter, [pray you (continue 
he) that 1 have @ very important Advertiſement to give 
him, and for the Safety of bis Life he ought to admit me 
| to the Speech of him without any further Delay, 

The Chamberlain concluded © a Buſineſs: of ſuch 
Importance was a Conſequence ſufficient to waken his 
Lord, which he had no ſooner done, and told him of 
it, but he commanded my Servant to be brought to his 
Bed-ſide. I muſt confeſs, he run a hazard of his Life 
in this undertaking, had not Hepheſtion been truly ge- 
nerous, he preſented him the Letter, wherein he read 

theſe words to himſelf: FRET, | 

It is not by the Ninas Favour, Hepheſtion, that Pari- 
ſatis i to be diſputed for. That Conqueſt is too illuſtruons 
to be obtained by any other Price, than that of our Blood; 
eur Swords ſhall decide our Conteſtations, and ſhall give 
the Conqueror that glorious Recompence of his Valour, and 
Death to the conquered for the Puni ſhment of his Ambition, 

| Theſe ſhall be the Laws of our Combat, and it is to obſerve 

thew, that I ſtay for 50# in Saturn Field with my Sword 
alone, other Arms would but retard our Deſigns and ſuit, 
but ill with the Deſires of conquering or dying preſently. 

He read this Letter (as my Servant told me) with- 
out being moved, or without ſhewing any other Marks 
in his Eyes and Countenance. fave of Anger and Fier- 
nels, and. then with a low Voice not to be over- 
heard by his own Servants : Temantes (ſaid he) z0# 
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are a diſcreet Man, and I am no leſs obliged, te 3ou, thay 
I waited not long his Coming, for it was ſooner than 

I expected. When I ſaw him appear, all my Blood wy 
moved, and all my Paſſions ſtir d up with ſuch Vehe: 
mence, that they deprived me of the Judgment, 1 
was won't to make uſe of in ſuch like Encounters. 
ran to meet him with my drawn Sword, and with ; 
threatning cry, not having modeſty enough to forbezxr 
ſaying : Here it is, thau unjuſt Rxviſher of my Happineſi 
that wel decide our Pretenſions otherwiſe, than by th 
Exvonr of thy Maſter, and thou ſhalt either looſe Pariſatis 
with thy Life, or win her with mine. Be dildaigned to 
anſwer, neither did Igive him that Liberty, but ruſh 
ing upon him with more fury, than Judgment, I was 
received ſo vigorouſly, that at the firſt Encounter our 
Swords having met without effe&, our Horſes touched 
ground wit their hinder parts; but ſoon recovering 
them we charged again with greater fury, than at fir, 
till my Horſe receiving 2 Wound fell a leaping and 
bounding, .that in ſpite of all, I could do to ſtop him, 
he ran with me above a hundred paces. Hepheſtiou 
followed exceeding fierce and holding his Sword at my 
reim, Ab Jyſimachus, ſaid he, is it thut, thou fight} 
For Pariſatis. N 225 
Theſe Words inflamed me with a Rage, I cannot 
polſibly repreſent to 1ou, and having tamed that fi 
fury of my Horſe prefling violently on my Enemy, as 
his Sword ſlept along my Ribs without entring my 
Body, I truſt mine under his Arm, and run it into his 
Thigh with a force, that nailed it to the Cantel of the 
Saddle, and not having time to recover mine again 2 
without difficulty, I ſeized ſo ſtrongly on the Guard ſ 
of his Sword, that I with ſome ſtruggling wrefted it i. 
out of his hand; upon which with an unparralleld a 


my, — 5 jen $5 of — my wy wy man. tp > > nk ety & mm © 9 WWE” nn o& oc oa T1 > | wad 


Courage he pulled mine our of his Thigh at the third e 
Encounter; Our Deſigns were both the ſame, but our d 
Precipitation rendered them vain and fortunate to one 1 
another; for inſtead of tilling the Points into each 
others Bodies, we ran both into the Saddle Bows, but u 
with ſo much force, that mine broke in three Pieces, fi 


and Hepheſtion's Bending to the very Hilt ſprung our MW * 
of his Hand, aud ſceing our ſelves dpcrived of our , 
Swords we claſpe one another ſo faſt about the Body, f 
- | | ee 
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and at the ſame inſtant clapping Spurs to pur Horſes we 
ulled each other ont of our Saddles, and fell down 
together on the Graſs, where we rowld and ſtruggled 
with all our Force, ſome times one having the advan- 
tage, and ſome times the other, but by reaſon of the 
much Effuſion of Blood from Hepheſtions great Wound 
he grew feebler, and Victory was about to declare on 
my fide, when that neither of us blinded with rage 
and fury nad perceived, before happened. We found 
our ſelves ſurrounded by a great many Horſemen, that 
were our co:nmon Friends, who having been ad verti- 
fed by our Servants of our departure, and fuſpe&ing 
what they found true, had followed us in great haſte 
to hinder the Succeſs of our Combat; Amongſt mine 
I ſaw Prolomens, Antigonus, Cratercus, Caſſander, Mele- 
agar and others, and of Hepheſtions, Perdicas, Selucus, Ne- 
arcus, Leonatus, and many more. They took no ſides, nor 
parties, but contented themſelves with ſeparating us. 
He was carryed by his Friends to Sſa, and mine 
ſtayed with. me, and when they perceived I would 
have boldly returned, and expoſed my ſelf to. Alexan- 
ders fury, they blamed my raſhnefs, and ſet before 


my eyes the danger of it, till time and the Interceſ- 


fion of Friends might mollifie his Anger, and in a 
manner by conſtraint they conveyed me to a Houſe in 
a wood about twenty Furlongs from the City, where 
I was taken care of, and my flight wounds dreſſed, one 
or other of them every day viſiting me, and made me 
fenfible of the Kings wrath and indignation his 
vows and oaths for my deſtruction, who had ſo ab- 
ſolutely diſobeyed his Commands, and by the power 
and intereſt they had, ſuch care was taken, that little 
ſearch was made after me, Alexander himſelf believ- 
ing, that after ſuch an attempt I would not remain in 
any Province under his Dominion. He viſited Hepheſtiow 

every day, and ſaw his Wound dreſſed not without ſhed- 

ding Tears, and haſtened the Cure of it, that the Mar- 
tiage might be no longer delayed, than his Recovery. 

This laſt News drove me again into my Deſpair, and 

unto the moſt violent Reſolutions, that Rage could 
luggeſt. Let him not think, he hath eſcaped me (ſaid 


Ido thoſe, that ſpoke to me concerning kim) and let him 


*account his Precerfions but uncertain, whilſt yl 
mas hut is alive, } will live, to trouble his revale 
S „ 
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© eternally, and into the midit of a thouſand guards | 


will carry him a death, which he believes, he has avoid- 


© ed after that effect of my Deſpair. Let Alexander uſe 
his rigour, and when J am ſatisfied, let him pour the 


© molt dreadful Storms of his Indignation upon me : Let 


© him renew the Memories of Philotas and Callifthenes in 
< the Perſon of his neareſt Kinſman, let him make his 


Cruelties be as much talk'd of, as his Conqueſts, to 
© which J have contributed the belt part of my Blood, I 
© expect it without terror, provided I be revenged, and 
© I will ſmile at my own Deitruction, ſo my Rival may 
be bury'd in my Ruins. 

I faid a great deal more, and theſe were my ordinary 
diſcourſes, and finding it impoſſible for me to bear the 
abſence of Pariſatis, J reſolved to return to S ſa, though 
my friends a great while ſtrenuouſly oppoſed my In- 
tention, laying before me in their lively colours the 
difficulties, and dangers I was likely to meet with in 
fach an Enterpriſe; but ſeeing me reſolvedly bent upon 
it, they at laſt gave way, and in the dusk of the Even- 


ing I was convey d to Prolomeus houſe ſome what remore 
from the Court, and by the friendſhip of Apamia, 
(whom my Princeſs often viſited for the great affection 


ſhe bore her) I had that fatisfaction ; for whilſt Pari- 
fatis was diſcourſing with that Princeſs (who had beg- 
ged a Viſit of her under pretence of being indiſpoſed) 
Prolomeus and I came ont of a Cloſet, where we were 


concealed into the Chamber to them. My Princeſs, who 
little expected ſuch an encounter) no ſooner - ſaw me, 


but ſhe changed Colour, and turning toward Apamia : 
Ah Cuzen (ſaid ſhe) you have put a Trick upon me. 

I gave not Apamia the leaſure to reply, but anſwer- 
ing for her, when J had caſt my ſelf at my Princeſſes 
feet : © Madam (ſaid 1) if Apamia has deceived you 


to Fayour me, you may well pardon an Effect of 


© Pity, which Generoſity forbid her to refuſe the molt 
* miſerable of all Men living; True it is, that ſhe was 


© touched with Compaſſion by the ſenſe of my Misfor- 


© tunes, and ſhe believed, {he owed that Conſolation 


to him, who had ſo perfectly ſerved you, and fo reli- 


© giouſly adored yon: do not you then molt Divine 
© Princeſs envy the only Happineſs, I have left after ſo 


© many years ſervice, and ſiuce my Hopes are extin- 
* 11 | 5 7 4 * 5 | - 
guiſhed, be not jealous, if Thave-the good Fortune yet 


_ © once 
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© once again, to tene thoſe proteſtations at your feet, 
© which I have made to live and die for you alone. 

She would not ſuffer me to proceed, but having com- 
manded me to rife, the thus anſwered with her ordi- 
nary moderation: is true; Ly/wmachas, ſaid ſhe, that 
the ſight of you did really ſurpriſe me, and that I ſuffer- 


ed it with ſome trouble; not that I envy.your Content 
ment, nor that I am forry for your Happineſs, Heaven 


is my Witneſs, that I ſhall ever with you a good For- 
tune, and that to procure it, I ſhall contribute all that 
depends on me; but I am no longer at liberty to follow 
my own Inclinations, the Queen has commanded me to 
think no more of any body but Hepheſtion: The Gods 
know; how I received that Injunction, and it is ne- 
ceſſary, I ſhould tell you again, what I have confeſs d 
already to my confuſion (now you have exaſperated 
matters, and ſtir d up the 2 Indignation againſt 
you, by the violence of your Proceeding) I fee you 
with a great deal of far, as knowing, you ſee me not 
without a great deal ot danger; behold the Reaſons, 
which cauſe me to be troubled at your ſight, and which 
force me alſo to conjure you, not to Hazard yourſelf 
any more this way, but ſubmit your ſelf, as J do, to 
the Law, that is impoſed upon you. eto 
| Theſe Words ſounding in my Ears, as my final Sen- 
tence, to deprive me of my Princeſs forever, made me 
anſwer in ſuch terms; as I ſoon . very much 
diſpleaſed her, and cauſed her haſtily to interrupt my 
Diſcourſe: 5 r 1 
, © You are unjuſt (ſaid ſhe) Lyſmachus, to accuſe me 
of your Misfortune. I have contributed nothing 
towards it, but the obediere:, to which I was oblig d, 
and for which I thought I had prepared you, not but 
| that Hepheſtion, (ſince you do conſtrain me to fay ſo) 
, 8 worthy of as good a Fortune, nor that I have any 
, occaſion to be unſatisfied with his ſervices, but if 
: the God's and the Queen's pleaſure had deſtined me to 
Lyſmachas., I ſhould have received that Command 
without murmuring, which perhaps I receive now 
without ſatisfaction; After this laſt. Confeſſion. hope 
for nothing from me, but Compaſſion of your Mis- 
. fortiines, and wiſhes for your Proſperity. I ſhall erer 
be indebted to you, and ſhall conſider you whilſt 1 


lie as the Man of all others, in whom J bave-ob- 


ſetred 


SILLS 


11 6 Te Hiſtory Part Il 


* ſerved the rareſt Qualities, and to whom I am the my; 


* * obliged. This is all, you can require of me, and itit 
be true, that you have loved me really, you ought ng 


longer to oppoſe that, which my Duty exactethi from 
me, and to which my Will is ſwayed, as it ought 
to be. 6 

Theſe laſt words abſolutely ſettled. Deſpair in my 


| Heart, and baniſhed thence a part of that Reſpect,which 


till then had ſo imperiouſly reigned there, fo that! 
could not forbear replying : Madam, your Refolut: 
© ons are commendable, but you Will be pleaſed, that 
© I declare mine to you: Know, that Sy/igambis, and th: 
© King diſpole vainly of you, and they ought never t 
© hope, that Hepheſtion or any other Man in the Worll 
© ſhall ever poſſeſs you, ſo long as Ly/machas is alive 
© It is through his Blood, they muſt make their paſlage 
© to you, and it is in theirs I will find my Repoſe, and 
my Revenge. Let Hepheſtion defend himſelf, if he can, 
© from this Hand, which he hath delt already. Let hin 
* {hut himſelf up, let him ſtrengthen himſelf with 2 
© million of Guards, it ſhall be in the very midlt ot 


them, that I will kill this Enemy of my Life, and 


© I will make him find his Funeral, inftead of the Mat- 
© riage, he hopes for. 1 
Having faid this I departed quite beſides my ſelf, not 


Jo much as taking leave af any body, and mounting my 


Horſe galloped to Hepheſtions Lodging with a furious 
reſolution to kill him in the midſt of all his people, 
or periſh my ſelf in the attempt. The Guards, ſeeing 
me in this fury, and ſuſpecting my Intendments got 


upon the Staires, and preſented the Points of their 


Weapons, to forbid further acceſs. There it was, | 
perceived the vanity ofa Deſign, which Paſſion alore 


inſpired; but being refolved to dye, I had already 


drawn my Sword, to make my Paſſage through them, 
and find an end of my Life on the Points of their Jave 


line, when the King entdred the Court, attented by many 
of his Followers, and his ordinary Guards. He ſhewel 


a great deal of aſtoniſhment, to ſee me in ſuch a poſture, 


and commanded, I ſhoutd be taken alive, when being 
ſuddenly invironed with armed Men, I made a Rc 
iſtance, which was not ordinary, and urged them fuf- 

_ = Hiciently, to give me a Death, I 1o paſſionately deſircd, 
wounding ſome of the-Comnanders, and laying ſerer 


oy, 
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of the Guard dead at my feet; But after a long Re · 


ſiſtance I found my ſelf ſeized on behind, thrown 


down, and diſarmed. The King commanded them to 
bind me, when looking, on me with eyes ſparkling 


with indignation : Lyſsmachas (ſaid he) you have not 


only mocked and ſlighted my Commands, but you have alſs 
offended me in the better part of my ſelf, The Diznity o 
all Kings is concerned in my Afront, and never did ſubje 
abuſe it ſo contumaciouſly, and ſo unworthily ; bt I will 
revenge their quarrel with my own, and find out Puniſh- 
ments, which [hall be able to tame t his rage. 

I vouchſafed not to return him an Anſwer, but with 
2 diſdainful filence turned my back, and went with 
the Captain of the Guard to the Dungeon appointed 
me; and though my Friends fell down at his feet, to 
implore his Mercy in mitigating his Rigour, and re- 
preſented to him, whatſoever Friendſhip could make 
them ſay on the behalf of a Prince of his Blood, that 
had done him ſuch faichful ſervice. All was in vain to 
move him with the leaſt Compaſſion, he remain d 


| ſtill inexorable, and kearing, how much I deſpiſed his 


Cruelry, he reſolved to make me feel my Death by 
the length of thoſe torments, and by the ſhame of 
thoſe Puniſhments, he intended me; but to prevent 
him in this, and that Hepheſtion ſhould triumph over 
me at my Death, being deſtitute of any Weapon to 
exterminate my Life, I reſolved to ſtarve my ſelf, re- 
fuſing for two days the Food; that was offered me; 
but Ptolomeus Having learned my obſtinate Reſolution 
from my Keepers, was like to have died with Grief, 
and taking recourſe to all inventions, that could pro- 


long my life, he at laſt bethought himſelf with Apamia 


of an Expedient, to preſerve me awhile longer, and 
wrought ſo well by her means with Pariſatis, that I 
received a Note from her in my Priſon, when I had 
loſt all Hope of hearing from her any more, the Cort- 
tents were theſe: eee e 24 

1 ſhould never have believed, that Lyſimachus could 
rave a Life, that hath been, and is yet wery dear 40 me; 
Iconjure him by all the Aﬀettion he hath born me, to con- 
ſerve it, and 7 
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d if 1 have ſtill any Power with him, I forbid. 
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Pariſatis (cryed I) for what torments do you reſerve me 
yet are you not ſatisfied with thoſe , I have already ſuffered, 
and do now ſuffer for you, being deprived of all Hope «f 
| Recompence, but you deft ine me to endure pains, which yt 
T have not felt: you deſire without queſtion, to have me 
fee you in Hepheſtion's Arms, nor are you content, to have 
me die, unleſs you aſſemble at my Death all that can mate 
it tedious to me. Mell then Pariſatis, I obey you, and the 
Gods are my Witneſſes, 1 would obey you as blindy, if y0u 
ſhould impoſe upon me yet greater Diſſiculties. 
After this I was no longer obſtinate in receiving my 
Food, and in the mean while my friends ceaſed not 


to interceed for me, and prevailed with the Queens 
and Princeſſes to do the like; but all their Interceſſi- 


ons were vain, and that the Death of a perſon of my 


Quality might be accompanied with ſome Formality of 
Juſtice, the King ſent Commiſſioners and Judges to my 
Priſon ; but I deſpiſed them with. ſcorn, and con- 
tempt, upbraiding Alexander with his former Cruelties 
towards his beſt friends, and defired no mercy at his 
Hands. In brief my doom was fixed, and Alexander 
for all-my faithful Service reſolved to intomb me in the 
belly: of a ravenous Lyon. All that I defired, was 2 
pair of Gauntlets, to ſhow them by my ſtrength ſome 
paſtime at my Death. This was granted with ſome 

difficulty, and 1 being brought from my Priſon by a 
ſtrong Guard, and put unto a high walled Court-yard, 
I ſaw the King, and a great number preſent in Gal- 
leries to be Spectators of this Tragedy. I neverthelels 
walked about fearleſs, waiting for the Enemy, that 
was appointed to devour me; when a little Deor of 
a Room (wherein he had been kept hungry) being 
drawn up, the furious Beaſt, ſeeing the light came 
out of his Den, and turning his head on all fides, to 
ive horrible warnings, (which ſtruck terror unto the 
hearts of my very Judges and Guards) he ſtreatched 
his legs twice or thrice, as to ſhake off *the Shugiſh- 

neſs, he had lain in, and laſhed his fides with his tail 
to ſtir up his Rage. Then turned his Eyes ſparkling 

Hire towards the Gallery, and difcovering a Prey, that 
was out of his reach, teſtified his Anger by his roar- 

ing, which ſhook the place like Thunder, and made 
the Spectators conclude, they themſelves were hardly 
in Safety 3 bus ax ſoon a he law rae, add perceived, 
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came directly towards him, he] gave over the thought 
of that Prey, to run to a nearer and a more eaſie one. 
Then it was many of the SpeQators bewailed my 
deſtiny, and expreſſed their trouble by a loud Cry, 

but before he aſſaulted me, O Pariſatis (cryed I) receive 

this noble Sacrifice, and cheriſh at laſt the memory of. bim, 
who prefers Death before Life without y0u. Wage 
Scarce had I ended theſe words, when the furious 
Beaſt flew at me ſo fiercely, and on ſuch a ſudden, that 
| had much ado, to avoid the ſhock of that firftEncoun- » 
ter; half of my Sleeve was torn off by one of his 

a Paws, as h- paſſed me, by my {liping aſide; he quickly 

ot would have turned head, but I catcht him faſt hold of 

the long Hair, that hung down upon his ſhoulders, 

[is and raiſing my ſelf with ſtrength and nimbleneſs 

yy enough (in fo great an Emergency) I leaped on his 

of Back that Burthen, to which he had not been uſed, 

1 made his Reins bend to the ground, when I ſtamp. 

n. upon his feet, and griped him) ſo cloſely with my 

es knees and heels, that I got him down. He inſtantly 

Is rolled himſelf about with me, and we began a dan- 

:r gerous Struggle, wherein I till endeavoured, to keep 

ie my wr z yet could I not avoid being wounded 

2 with kis tallons in divers places, but ſeeing bis Jaws 

e open, and frothy with foom and blood,*' I thruſt my 

ne Hand ſuddenly into his Throat, my Steel Gauntlet de- 

4 fended it from his Teeth, yet not ſo well, but he dinted 

d, it in many Places, and almoſt broke it in pieces; how- 

ever I took hold on his Tongue, and pulled it out of. 

his mouth, when joyning my left-hand to my right, 
when ſetting my knees to the hinder part of his head, 

- and my feet ſtrongly againſt the ground, with much 

Violence I tore it out by the Roots, and by the ex- 

tremity of the pain he loſt his ſtrength; diſcharging 

the reſt of his Rage againſt the earth, which he digged 
up with his Teeth, and watered with his blood, whilſt 
he gave me leaſure to finiſh, what I had begun, by 
battering hisſkull with my Gauntlets, till I layed him 
dead at my feet; when diſengaging my ſelf from his 

Paws, and riſing all beſmeered with his blood, and my 

own, which flowed a pace from my wounds, I ſaw 

my ſelf invironed by Prolomens, Peuceſtat, Python, 
and Neoptole mus, r are 3/1 down. into the Court, 


4 * 


nary Priſon, and with many entreaties prevailed with 


. 


this cruel ſuſpicion, I ſaw my Chamber-door open 


* 


and Men. 


150 The Hiſtory Part I] 
and who with tears of Joy in their eyes congratuly. 
ed my Victory. . 
I appeared the leaſt joy ful of all the Company, and 
looking on my Judges with 2a moderate Countenance 
fend forth another Lyon more furious than this, ſaid I, » 
command, that a great many be let looſe together, if yy 
would have them till Lyſimachus without difficulty. The 
Gods forbid (replyed Pexceſtas) that we ſhould proceed 
further, without freſh Orders from the King. You 
will deſerve a Life, which you have defended with ſo 
much Courage, nor can he refuſe it you, without 
drawing upon himſelf both the hatred of the God, 


c 


At theſe words they conveyed me back to my ordi- 


me, to have my wounds dreſſed, and the ſecond day 
after this change I received a Letter from my Prin- 
ceſs, by the hand of my Keeper, which ſomewhat al. 
lay d the Torment of my Mind, the Contents, as I re- 
"member, Were theſe : * 
I partake as much in your Victory, as I did before m 
in your Misfortunes. I will aſſure you, I contribut- 010 
ed not at all unto it willingly, nor will I ever, but x 
by the neceſſity, Duty impoſes upon me yet, what lf «; 
Laws ſoever it preſcribes. Be moſt certain, that Ml (i 
* which I am preſſed to, ſhall never be obtained, but 5% 
* by the ſafety and liberty of Hſimachus: In the mean the 
time I conjure you to live, and to believe, it is the Ml x7 


© moſt acceptable Service, I can ever receive from you n0 


© I hope for this Proof of your Affection, and deſite it Ml on 
4 with all my heart. 9th 5 
This abſolutely ſettled me in a mind to live, and I cha 


found my condition altered by the kindneſs of my ma 


Keepers towards me; but they were enjoyned ſo ſtriſt to! 
a ſilence, that I could get no knowledge from them IM ;, 
of any thing, that paſt at Court ; which made me . not 
pect the truth of my Misfortune: I continued thus dift 
many days, and whilſt I was tormenting my ſelf with 


and was much aftoniſhed, when I ſaw the Princei- 
ſes Statira, Pariſatis, Apamia, and Arfioug enter witl 
Cleone, Ptolomeus and Eumenec. This fight interrupted IM the 
my Melancholly thoughts, and made me ſtart up mo 
from my ſeat, to meet them. I caſt my ſelf inſtantly MW for; 
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lat. at their Feet, but thoſe great Princeſſes entreated me, 


5 to riſe, and after they were late down, the Princeſs Pa- 
and riſatis having bethought her ſelf awhile: 


nee, « Lyſmachns (ſaid ſp2) it this Viſit has ſurpriſed you, | 


f -ords I ſhall ſpeak, will doubtleſs ſurprize you 
*. 1 ME therefore before I declare what I have done 
The for you, and what I deſire of you, be pleaſed by the 


reed «© remainder of that Empire, you have given me over 


You (If © 5ou, to give me ſome aſſurance, and engage your 
h { ( ſelf to grant me, that I hope for from you, of what 
1Out nature ſoever it (ſhall be. * 

ods, Though this Diſcourſe cauſed a ſtrange perplexity in 


my mind; yet able to deny my Princeſs nothing, 
di- I thought ſhe could demand of me: 7 prote/? to you ( ſaid 4 


vith J) Madam, by the reſpect, we owe to the Divinities, that 
dy bear us, and by that, which I owe unto your ſelf, that there 
rin. is bat one only thing, wherein I can diſobey you, and that 


l. os forbid me, not to love you, I will execute all your Com- 


re:. 4915, as rigtrouſiy, as you can deſire. | 

| The Princeſs ſeemed ſatisfied, and having commanded 
fore me toriſe, after this aſſurance, * Lyſimac hu: (continued 
Ut- { the) I will make no difficulty to open my heart to 


but you, and to let you know, what would be hard for 


hat you longer to be ignorant of. Then ſhe told me, the 


nat WW fatal news of her Marriage with Hepheſtion, and that of 
but Wl 5:atira's with Alexander by the expreſs Command of 
can WF the Queen, conjuring me, no longer to hate a man, 
tic WF whom the Gods had given her for a Husband, and who 
ol. WW now could feel no wound, but what mult pierce her 
en own heart, aſſuring me of the Continuation of her 
. Elteem, and eternal goodwill towards me, ſtrictly. 
d 1 charging me, to preſerve my life for her ſake. She ſaid 
my WW many other things, but I had not ſtrength enough left 
i to hear them. This cruel Declaration, and the rigo- 
if rous. Commands ſhe lay'd on me, though they killed me 


Wy not, yet the condition, they reduced me to, was little 


different from that of a dead body. I funk down 


knowledge, and looking on Pariſatis without moving, 
by that ſilence and fixedneſs expreſſed my grief more 
to the life, than I could have done by the ſaddeſt words, 
thegreatneſs of my affliction could have put into my 
VP mouth. All the company ſeemed to participate in my 
lrrow, and Pariſatis her {elf had not conſtancy enough, 


between Prolomens his arms with very little ſenſe, or 


L 4 to 
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to diſſemble her compaſſion : Tears flowed from her 

flair eyes in ſpite of her, and it was in ſpite of me] 
remained alive after that fatal ſentence of Death; y« 

the end by her tears, and entreaties ſhe conſtrained me 

nor only abſolutely to promiſe her, twould live for 

her ſake, but that 1 would not attempt any thing 

. againſt the life of Hepheſt ion OE ; 
| My Princeſs having obtained this of me, the whole 
company appeared overjoyed at it, and I was informed, 
they had procured my liberty of the King, but not 
without great difficulty after my Victory over the 

Lyon. That to compaſs it, the Queen with the two 
Princefles had been upon their knees before him and 
Pariſatis made Statira employ all the power, ſhe had 

with him, and that ſhe her ſelf had made Hepheſti 
deſpair of poſſeſſing her otherwiſe, ' than by my ſafety, 

and liberty. That Hepheſtion either by that conſideta- 

tion, or by his own generoſity nobly embraced that oc- 

caſion of ſerving them, and wounded as he was, he 
waited on them to the King, and fell down with them 

at his feer, never ſtirring from thence, till he had ob- 
tained, that I ſhould be ſet at liberty, and reſtored to 

the ſame favour, I was in before my diſgrace. The 

King granted their requeſt with this reſervation, that 

I thould be kept in priſon, till his Marriage and He- 
pheſtion s were accompliſhed, fearing I ſhould diſturb 

the weddings by ſome new act of my folly, which was 

the reaſen, I had been kept ignorant of thoſe fatal 
Marriages, which were celebrated with much pomp 

and magnihcence preſently after Hepheſtions wound 

was cured I was told alſo, that the Princeſs Par- 

ſatis had like to have died upon her Wedding - day 

with grief, and that all they, who had ſeen her in that 
condition, were afraid, her Marriage-bed would have 

| been her grave, and that ſhe had fainting fits in the 
: Temple, and by her ſadneſs, ſhe had abated much of 


— 
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the publick rejoycing. N 
Alfter this wiede the Princeſſes prevailed with 
me (though not without ſome difficulty) to wait upon 
the King. They took me out of the priſon in thei 
Chariot,” and carryed me to Sy/igambis's chamber, 
Where ſhe was expecting me, and as ſoon as we were 
eftred, he came forward to meet Queen Sratira, who 


* * 
- 
7 


. CO" 1 —— — ͤyXZ-Kgf, . ¼w-rw-rt,. ͤ můõͤT [˙«9ë6ÿ . ß Jl ] p ac — - cout ot. toc an © ee ac. 


led me by the hand, and without allowing time to 
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give her leave to ſpeak, or me, hardly to kneel down, 
fe gave me his hand, and lifting me up: Let s tak no 

wore, Lyſimachus, (ſaid he) we have both done amiſs, 
and our faults are mutual: but my will is, that from this 
time forward we hold 4 better correſpondence, and drown 
the remembrance both of my rigour, and your diſobedience 
in better uſages; After. theſe words he very kindly em- 
braced me, and though my ſorrow ſeemed to have ex- 
tinguiſhed in me all ſenſe of any thing, the veneration 
I had till remaining for the perſon ot my King made 
me ſenſible of his favour, and obliged me to anſwer: 

Sir (ſaid I) I confeſs my ſelf guilty, as 4 Mau can be, 
but your Majeſty has not been inſenſible your ſelf of that 
paſſion, which has been the canſe of all my faalts, nor can 
1 alledge any thing, but love for the juſtification of my 
crimes,” Let us talk no more of it (replyed the King) 
lone 12 ? 7 ——_— ang I Lon wh men 

ou, as Lyimachus, and then asked me, if for the ſake o 
Parllatis I would not conſent to ſee Hepheſtion (who in 
generoſity had kept from this meeting, that he might 
not ſeem, to triumph over me in the miſery, I was re- 
duced to). And though this requeſt made me tremble, 
and change colour, yet I forced my ſelf to anſwer, 
that I would neither diſobey him, nor the Princeſs Ta- 
riſatis, whilſt I lived. Upon which Hepheſtizo® was 
ſent for, and Peer towards me with open Arms 
(without being repulſed by the coldneſs of my recepti- 
on) embraced me many times, making many proteſta- 
tions of his friendſhip to me, which I had not con- 
ſtancy enough to anſwer. The cauſe of my confuſion 
and ſadneſs was ſufficiently known, to procure — 
for my incivility, from perſons, who were ſenſible, 
that in another { ſon, and in another condition, 1 
ſhould have behaved my (elf otherwiſe, and Hepheſt:on 
eaſily excuſed it himſelf, and ſaid to me in a very 
obligmg manner: I world, it pleaſed the Gods, Lyſima- 
chus, I could bay your friend; with any price, exeept 
Farilatis. They are my witneſſes, that I have no other 
thing ſo pretions, but I would give it with Joy, and that © 
after that of my Princeſs and of my King, 1 | 
account any ſo dear. Notwithſtanding the trouble, or 
rather 1 I was in, I could not be altogether inſen- 

2 


ſible of this Diſcourſe, and fetching à deep gh: O He- 
vheton, Cal N bow u 6 Paiati ue 0708, ond 
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ould never © 
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how well hath the King placed his affection, enjoy bot, 
peaceably, and forget what rage produced in him, who wa; 
not capable of it for any thing, but Pariſatis. 

\ Alfter theſe expreſſions we kindly embraced, and the 
King made me p”omiſe him, that I would be Hepheſti- 
ons friend for the remainder of my life; but though I. 
was content to love him as Hepheſtion, who was indeed 
Gallant, Noble, Generous, and one, that behaved 
himſelf in a very obliging faſhion, I could not look on 
him, as the Husband of Par:/atis, without conſidering 
him to be the Raviſher of my Happineſs, and the 
Deſtroyer of my repoſe, and of my life. The King 
and Queen, (but above all Pariſatis) expreſſed a great 
deal of ſatisfaction at this reconciliation, and in a few 
days after Ptolomeus ſeeing ſome change in the conditi- 
on of my affairs marryed his lovely Apamia, and Eu. 
menes the Princeſs Arſione, her Siſter, younger Daughter 
to Prince Artabaſus, at which Wedding I alone remain- 
ed diſconſolate, and the day after Roxana came to 
Szuſa, when my grief caſt me into a violent feaver, 

. Which had like to have given me that death, I ſo much 
deſired, and which Pariſatis's commands had abſolu- 
tely reſtrained me, from giving my ſelf with my own 
hand. The King viſited me with the Queen, and both 
of them appeared very much afflicted, to ſee me in ſo 

> great a danger of life, and generous Hepheſtion did me 
all the good offices, he could in my ſickneſs; and though 

he knew, by what means it had happened, thinking 
to give me a better conſolation, than any yet had 


, ., www 


done, he eaſily prevailed with Pariſatis to viſit me, t. 
which requeſt ſhe took very kindly of him, and his ge- { 
neroſity of this nature redoubled her affection to that h 
illuſtruous Husband. | 0 
When Pariſatis drew near, and beheld me in that a 
piteous condition, the could not refrain letting fall 1 1: 
ſome tears of compaſſion, and gave ſome ſighs to the IM © 
remembrance of the ſervices, I had done her, which MW © 
made me turn my eyes {lowly upon her,andfixing them y 
as well as I could on her lovely face with that reſpect, 0 
which I had ever perfectly conſerved, after two or Wl k 
three ſighs, drawn from a weak and dying breaſt, | * 
by the little ſtrength I had remaining, with ſome diſfi- tc 
culty uttered theſe words with a very faint accent: h 


Wow 3: is, Madam, that 7 ſhall arrive at the, Fu, | \ 
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Race, I have ſo gloriouſiy run, and I ſhall ſee the hap- 
5 of my prod 'y of my Life, which I ever 
propoſed unto my ſelf, I call the Gods, that hear us, to 
be Witneſſes of the laſt Proteſtations, 1 make to you, that 
through the whole Courſe of that noble Paſſion, I have had 
for the Princeſs Parilatis, I never 1 to 4 more ad- 
vantageons Fortune, than that of dying for her, not but 
that the greatneſs of my Love, and the Encouragement of 
Jour Promiſes had raiſe me to hopes, that were too exalted, 
and had botled ont of my Mind the Knowledge of my ſelf, 
to make me pretend to a Prize, that I could not worthily 
look upon without Preſumption; bat if at the laſt Moment 
of a Life, which ] lay down for you, you ought to give any 
Credit to my Words, I conjure you, to believe, I have always 
equally effeemed theſe two Advamtages, to poſſeſs Pariſatis, 
or dyeforPariſatis. The firjs kas bee denyed me, and the Gods 
have granted me the laſt, Hepheſtion has the Happineſs to 
poſſeſs her, and Lyſimachus the Glory to die for her; I 
= been jealous of Hepheſtion's Fortune, he ought to 
envy my Deſtiny, and if his Paſſion could not be more hap- 
pily recompenſed, mine could not have a more honourable 
Concluſion, and in dying, I die entirely yours, and give up 
4 Soxl uncapable of any other Affection, and all I ah, is 
vo more, than you would afford ſome few Moments of your 
Life to the Remembrance of the moſt faithful of all thoſe, 
that have loved you, and who with a moſt perfect Foy be- 
queaths you 4 Life, which he had dedicated to none, but 

304 alone. 1 Ge, . 

ended this Diſcourſe in ſuch a weakneſs, as ſanſibly 
touched that Princeſs, and how great a conſtancy 
ſoever ſhe had ſhown throughout the whole courſe of 


her life, it was impoſſible for her to diſſemble her 


compaſſion, and to retain her tears, when wiping them 
away, ſhe turned towards me with an air, that was 
languiſhing, and imperious both together: No Zy/ma- 
chus (ſaid ſhe) I will not conſent to your death, nor 
can you without putting mine in danger, abandon 
your life; as you do, It 1s as dear to me, as you can, 
or ought to wiſh: neither can you neglect it after this 
knowledge without very ſenſibly diſpleaſing me. I 
was not able to reply, and when I would have put 
forth my hand to give her the laſt aſſurance of m 

hdelity, my ſtrenght failed me, and I fell into ſuch 

weakneſs, as to make me looſe both the n 
2 6 1 Fi ere * 22 7 — VE: uſe 


uſe of my ſenſes, which made the Phyſicians deſire the 
Princeſs to retire, as plainly perceiving, her preſence 
had been the cauſe of it; however came again to my 
felf, and in brief the Gods would not ſuffer me to die; 
for from that day a viſible amendment was perceived 
by thoſe, that waited on me, and recovering my 
health to avoid objects I could not behold but with x 
very ſenſible affliction. I ſecretly retired from the Court 
to a place, known but to a very few, and not being 
willing to be troubled in my ſolitude by the viſits of 

my friends, I hardly diſcovered it ſo much as to Prole. 
meu; Yet could not this privacy hinder many others, 
from learning the place of my abode, nor my ſelf from 
being often viſited by thoſe, that were moſt affectio- 


nate to me. They attempred in vain to cauſe my re- 


turn, but Hepheſtion hearing in what a melancholly ſo- 
litarineſs I ſpent my time, uſed the only means, as he 
thought to make me leave it, whick was by defiring 
Pariſatis to write to ine, which out of an effe& of her 
innate goodneſs ſhe readily complyed with, and I 
received a Letter from her in theſe words: 


Pariſatis to Lyſimachns. 
Though I have not at all contributed to Lyſimachus hi 
exile, the whole Court ast me, what is become of him, 
and they accuſe none, but me for his voluntary Baniſhment. 
1 2 yor not the Delights, you taſte in your ſolitarineſs, 
but I pitty your friends, whom this Retirement hath de. 
prived of your Converſation, and particularly Pariſatis, 
to who it [hall ever be very dear. 
If this Letter had commanded me 2 70 to re- 
turn to Court, there is no queſtion, but how great an 
averſion ſoever I had to it, The perfect obedience, 
wherewith I had reſigned my ſelf wholly to Pariſars, 
would have made me forſake my deſart; but ſeeing it 
leſt me ſtill the Liberty of that abode, I went not from 
thence, but ſpent * months in melancholly 
thoughts, and complainings of my cruel deſtiny, and 
ſenſibly found a languiſhing decay, that was drawing 
me towards my grave, to end all my ſorrows, when 
Prolomens informed me, that Hepheſtion was fick, and 
that Pariſatis attended him in his ſickneſs with a care, 


+ Hat viſibly teſtified her great affection to him. Un 
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| this I deſired that dear friend, to viſit him from me, 
and to aſſure him, that if his ſickneſs laſted, I would 
leave my retirement, to wait upon him; but the next 
news, Ptolomeus brought me, was of that great Favou- 
rites death; and as ſoon as he ſaw me: Take courage, 
(hid he) cheer up, and leave this manner of livin 
with the change of your condition: Hepheſtion is dead, 
and has left Pariſatis for Ly/imachas. Fo 

I am incapable, to tell you the aſtoniſhment, theſe 
words put me into, nor am J able to expreſs the moti- 
ons, that agitated my Soul. I. was ſtruk mute, and un- 
- moveable, ſo that Prolozwens had talked to me a 22 
while, er e I thought of welcoming, or anſwering him; 
but when I was come a little to my ſelf: O Ptolomens 
(cryed L) what do you tell me? Is Hepbeſtion dead ? 
he is, replyed he, about two hours, before I came to Suſe. 
At this Confirmation I remained more ſurprized, than 
before, and in the greateſt confuſion of thoughts, that 
had ever put my mind into diſorder, I proteſt truly to 
you, I was ſorry for Hepheſt ion, as well by reaſon of 
the freſh Obligations, I had to him, as of the eſteem, 
the merit of his Perſon had wrought 1n me, as well as 
others, and becauſe I was ſatisfied, Pariſatis would be 
very grievouſly afflicted at ſo ſenſible a lofs ; yet I will - 
not diſſemble to you, that in this encounter I was not 
capable of forgetting my own intereſt, and that I had 
not generoſity ſufficient in my ſorrow for his death, to 
make it drown the hopes, it revived in me. 

When Ptolomeus had diſcourſed long upon that ac- 
cident, and that.he had told me the particulars of his 
ſickneſs, and of his death, which were no other, than 
what were ordinary, he perſwaded me, to return to 
Suſa, as well to pay my reſpects to that Illuſtruous 
Widow, as to wait upon the King, who was no way 
to be cumforted , and who by lus words and actions 
made them believe, he would 2 Hepheſt ion to 
his grave. I reſiſted not his deſires, but referring my 
ſelf, to be guided by him, and by Fortune, who ſeemed 
to have changed her Countenance towards me, I re- 
turned with him to Suſa, and after I had kept my ſelf 
concealed a few days, I entreated the Princeſs Apamia, 
to know, whether Pariſatis would ſuffer me to pay her 
2 viſit. She was not wanting to me in this, but that 
Princefs, who had really Ioved Hephe/ion; as her Duty, 
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and the merit of ſuch a Husband obliged her to, could 


not reſolve to fee me fo ſoon, and by Apamia deſirel 
me, that I would defer my intention for awhilc, and 
not think it ſtrange, if ſhe was not able yet to diipoſ 
her ſelf, to grant my Requeſt. I received this com- 
mand without murmurine; and changing the order gf 
my viſits I went with Prolomeus to the Pallace, where 
I found the King in bed, and his Chamber full of the 
principal Men of the Court, who by dejected Counte- 
nances, and a profound ſilence ſtrove to accompany the 
ſorrow of their Prince. As ſoon, as ever he ſa me, he 
put forth his hand, and made me come cloſe to him, [] 
kifled that hand, which he offered me, and he wiping 
away ſome tears, wherewith his cheeks were wet, an 
ſighing : At laſt Hepheſtion's dead; (ſaid he) and having 
made a ſtop at theſe words, you have loft your rival 
© Lyſmachas, (continued he) but I aſſure my ſelf, you 
© are generous enough, not to rejoyce at it. TI anſwered 
him only with ſome tears, that thoſe ſad objects made 


me ſhed, and which confirmed him in that opinion. 
This knowledge (ſaid he) moves me to love you well, | 


and cauſes me not only to forget all, you did againit 
the poor Man, that is now gone, but al ſo obliges me to 
give you a great ſhare in the place, be poſſeſſed in my 
heart. I replyed only with an humble Obeiſſance, and 


retiring amongſt the reſt, I conformed my Silence and 


my Countenance to theirs. | ; | 
The King kept his bed a few days, whereof I [et 
none paſs without diligently doing my. Duty to him, 
and when he had left his Chamber, he commanded the 
whole Court to go into the deepeſt Mourning, and his 
firſt going abroad was with no other intention, but that 
of viſiting Pari atis. He commanded me to wait on 
him, after having cauſed the Princeſs to be asked, if the 
would give way to it; She yielded out of complacency, 
and not hating me ſo much, as to refuſe a favour, 
ſo ardently defired, I went with the King to make that 
viſit, and entring the Chamber of that fair Widow, I 
found her in an obſcure night, and in a condition ſui- 
table to the greatneſs of her affliction, and of her virtue. 
The King drawing near to her Bed-ſide mingled his 


tears with hers, and made her ſufficiently know, he 


was rather come to keep her Company in her ſorrow, 


than to give her any conſolation. They _ 
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long time in a mute entertainment, and as ſoon as their 
riet would give them leave to utter any words, they 
ſaid the moſt doleful thirgs, it ever produced in thoſe, 
that bave been molt deeply touched with it. | 
Atter that Melancholly Converſation the King called 
me, and preſenting me himſelf to Pariſatis prayed her 
to receive me as a Man, who had not rejoyced at Hes 
pheſtion's death. My looks _—_ {ſeconded his words, 
and the ſight of my Princeſſes face having touched me 
with a molt ſenſible grief made mine but little different 
from hers. The Princeſs ſeeing me could not retain 
ſome ſighs, and having bowed her head to me made me 
know, that in that Eſtate ſhe was not capable of giving 
me other reception, and that though the ſight of me did 
ſomething renew her ſorrow, her Misfortune did not 
make her hate a perſon, that had not at all contributed 
to it. At this fir{t Viſit I ſaid nothing to her, as well 
by reaſon cf the Kings being preſent, to whom out of 
reſpect I left the whole Converſation, as becauſe 1 
thought her in the Condition“, little capable of any 
other entertainment, ſave that of her loſs. 
After this I often payed her my Viſits with the ſame 
Reſignation to her will, till I found Alexander (to divert 
his melancholly thoughts for the death of his dear 
Favourite, after having cauſed his Funerals to be ſolem- 
nized with all the Pomp 1maginable) reſolved to make 
War on the Coſſeans, who were revolted from his obedi- 

_ ence; And knowing my Duty required me, as well as 
my Honour, to attend him in that Expedition, I 
thought my ſilence to my Princeſs was no. longer ne- 
ceſſary, wken at our Departure I treſpaſſed upon my 
reſpect, to Tet her fee, I was {till Lyſmachas, and in 
that Viſit, when by my looks I had prepared her for | 
my Diſcourſe: * Madam (ſaid D if I were not upon 64 
the point of departing from you, which perchance 1 
* will ſeparate us for ever, I would not open my 
mouth to interrupt your ſad remembrances with that 
* of the faithful Lyſimachus. You know, that ſince your 
* loſs I have forgot my Intereſts to afflièt my felf with 
you, and I proteſt to you, I would perſevere in the 
* fame. courſe, if I were ſtill to remain here, and if I 
* were not going, where the chance of War, which hath 
* ſpared me hitherto, to do you ſerviees, may make me 
Bll, as well as others, That Conſideration _ 

| | | oxces 
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160 The Hiſtory Part ll. 
forces me beyond the reſpect, I have 1nviolably obſer. 
ved towards you, and conſtrains me, to declare it to 

ou, that if the Gods have ſo diſpoſed of my Deſtiny, 
ſhall die without ſorrow, provided you ſuffer me to 
die yours. Give me leave only at this Departure, to 
flatter my ſelf with a hope, I am not indifferent to you, 
and to believe for the repoſe of this Soul, which never 
was but yours, that the memory, you owe to the Aſhes 
of Hepheſtion, hath not blotted out of your mind the 
remembrance of Lyſimachnus. 3 
The Princeſs remained awhile without anſwering, as 
being aſhamed, to have given attention to ſuch words 
in a time, that ſeemed to condemn them, but at laſt 
ſhe ſpoke to me in theſe terms: Lay? 
This Diſcourſe, Lyſmachas, is ſo unſeaſonable in th: 
Condition, I now am, that I was not able to hear it, with- 
out being moved, not that I think it ſtrange from you, 
to whom I have Obligations ſufficient, to make me bear 
with much greater offences; but it is ſo little confor- 
mable to my preſent Eſtate, and my loſs is yet to freſh, 
that I can neither approve, nor hearken to what you fay | 
without a lightneſs extreamly to be blamed. I am con- 
tent nevertheleſs to pardon this fault in him, to whom! 
am much indebted, and I will moreover aſſure hin, if 
after the death of my dear Husband I could be capable 
of a ſecond Affection, it would never be to any body, 
but to Lyſimac hus. 1 
I thought not this reply ſtrange, and though ſhe 
ſeemed by her words to forbid her ſelf a ſecond affection, 
L excuſed it without looſing my hopes, knowing that 
her grief and decency it ſelt required fuch an anſwer; [ 
therefore urged her no further, but teſtifying, I was ex. 
ceedingly fatisfied with her Inclinations towards me, 1 
took my leave of her, and departed with the King. 

And when that War ended, which laſted but a little 
while, I returned with him higher in his favour, than 
ever to Babylon. In our way thither we. met with thc 
Southſayers of Chaldea, who came to the King purpoſely 
to diſſwade him from entring into that City, aſſuring we 
Him from their God, that it would be fatal to him, and , 
that he was threatned there with certain Death; But WW c. 
he laughed at their Predictions, and paſſed on without IF Un 
giving further care to any of them. He knew, he war i {pr 
attended ghers by the Anibafſadors of many 21 10 


* 
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which his Reputation forced to ſubmit unto him, and 
to receive without reſiſtance that Voak, he meant to 
impole upon the whole Earth. This reaſon made him 
halten his Voyage, or rather the power of the Deſtinies 
forced him to it, in ſpite of preſages, and the Councels 
of his friends. He entered the fatal Town, where he 


| was received with great Pomp and Magnificence. And 
| baving {ent away many of the Ambaſſadors with ſatis- 


{action to their own Countries, and diſpatched many 
ether important Affairs, whillt the Court ſhined in the 
orcatelt luſtre, it ever had done, and to my inexpreſſible 


| Joy at that time the Queen's Princeſſes and the reſt of 
the Ladies arriving there from Suſa, the King himſelf 


preſented me to Pariſatis, and holding me by the hand: 
dilter (id he) you mult receive Lyſimachus, for my 
ſake ; before I gave you the Man, that in all the World 
was deareſt to me, and now I offer you him, whom 1 
eltcem moit, who is neareſt to me, and who has beſt de- 


ſcrred you. 1 
u H 


The Princeſs at theſe words having looked upot 
gambis anſwered the King only with a low Obey nce, 
and though ſhe now was Miſtris of her perſon, Aud of 
her actions ſhe left it to that prudent Queen, to make 
reply, which ſhe did very civilly, and as much to my 
advantage, as I could with: In brief althings began to 
contribute to m happineſs, Pariſatis humour grew 
düſpoled towards it, and made me hope for a Declara- 
non in favour of me, when once the time of her mourn- 
ing was expired, and that ſhe might receive it with de- 
cency ; but about that time Queen Stat ira was in- 
Wlpoled, and by the Advice of her Phyſicians the King 
perlwaded her to retire to the Caſtle of Calcis, a pleſant 
Country-ſeat, for the change of air, and Pariſatis, who 
dearly loved her, and could not brook: her abſence; 
would needs keep her company, and 1 had waited on 
them, if ſome Employments, the King gave me about 
that time, had not hindred me. 


Theſe fair Princeſſes went from the Court, but they 
went from thence forever (in this part of his Relation 
Lyfmachss could not refrain from tears, but a little re- 
covering himſelf) and within a ſhort time after (con- 
unued he) fell that ſhining Star, which did already 
ſpread its light over the whole Earth ; In briet the fatal 
hour ol the greatneſs, and Wy of the World was 


come, 


— 


 himtelf firſt ill at the houſe of Theſſalus a Median, aj 
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come, and the Royal Dignity was to ſuffer an Eclypsj 
the perſon of the greateſt King, that ever was. He {| 


in the midſt of the feaſt amongſt his friends he on: 
ſudden ſent forth a loud cry, and funk in the arms d 
thoſe, that were about him, as if he had been ſtruck 
with a mortal blow. I was one of the firſt, that rang 
him, and asking him with others the cauſe of his cy, 
and the nature of his ſickneſs: Let me be carryed amy 
(ſaid he) for I am buca dead Man. Though this ac 
cident amazed us all, his commands were executed, and 
he was conveyed from that fatal houſe to his own i. 
lace. He was inſtantly viſited by his Phyſicians, but 
they could find no ſymptoms of his diſea ſe upon hy 
body; and though at the ſame time he was ſeized with; 
violent feavour, it was impoſſible to diſcover the cauſe df 
it. The King ſay d at the ſame Moment, he cryed out 
he felt between his ſhoulders ſomething like a ſudden 
ſtab with a dagger, and that from that time he was tor 
mented with an exceſſive pain. Queen Roxana fortifil 
by the abſence of her rival kept cloſe. to his Bed-lide 
and Queen Sy/zgambis ſtirred but little from him, an 
lome would have had Queen Statira ſent for, but tht 
King would nor yield to it, leaſt this new afflitn 
ſhould endanger her life. The fourth day after he fe 
ſick the ſoldiers cryed out that their King was ded 
deſiring, if he was alive, to fee him. And the King 
being told of it commanded the Pallace gates to be & 
open, and that they ſhould be ſuffered to enter on: 
after another. All the Officers had that honour fil 
and after them the ſoldiers. The ſight of their Pine 
drew tears from the moſt flinty of them, and the A. 
cedonians conſidering him in that bed, as in his gravs 
bewailed his loſs with moſt piteous crys and complaint 
The King was thereby touched with compaſſion, an 
looking upon thoſe, that ſtood near him, weeping : Ca 
fort your ſelves my friends, (faid he) The Gods wil 
have care of you, and will give yon after me a Print 
worthy to command ſuch generous forces. 3 

This grezt Kings patience was admirable in ti! 
Action. Notwitkſtanding his being ſo very ill he kf 
dimſelf ill in the fame poſture, and ſuffered all t 
ſoldiers to come one after another to his Bed-ſide, 20 
kiſs his hand, which he held to them; which I 
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mony ended; laying himſelf a little better at eaſe, he 
turned towards the Princes, and looking on them: 
We muſt yield (ſaid he) to the fate, of the acides, 
from whom I am deſcended, who almoſt all of them 
died in the thirtieth y ear of their age. And ſoon after 
finding the near approach of Death, and that he muſt 
forſake the Earth, which in ten years he had almoſt 
reduced under his Dominions, he embraced all the 
Princes, he had cauſed to be aſſembled, and pullinga a 
Ring from off his finger, he gave it to Perdiras, com- 
manding him to take care of his Buryal, and cauſe his 
Body to be carried to the Temple of Fupirer Hammon. 
And Perdicas in the name of the reſt demanding, to 
whom he would leave his Empire; To him, that is 
moſt worthy of it (replyed he) and by that anſwer he 
ſhewed the greatneſs of his Courage, which in the laſt 
moment of his life made Him prefera virtuous perſon, 
before thoſe, whom nearneſs of blood, and kindred 
might have made conſiderable to any other: And a little 
before he expired, Perdicas asked him, whether he de- 
ſired to have rhoſe honours given him, which are due 
to thoſe, who like him had gloriouſly acquired a place 
in the Heavens: let it be (ſaid he) when you all are 
happy, and in peace. Theſe were his laſt words, ſoon 
after his ſtrength failed him, and the uſe of Speech for- 
ſook him with his lifes | 
Behold in brief the end of the greateſt man, the 

Earth ever bore, and of whom poſterity to the laſt 
ages of the World ſhall never ſpeak, bur wich aſtoniſh- 
ment. He remained cold and unmoveable amongſt us, 


and his Death dejected us in ſuch a manner, that we 


all ſeemed to have breathed out our Souls with his. 
Neyer was ſo great a conſternation ſeen in ſo generous 
perſons, and the Courage of ſo many gallant Princes; 
who in a thouſand dangers had made themſclves a 
thouſand ways remarkable, ſeemed to have taken flight 
with the ſpirit of /exander; But when our forrows 
were a little diſſipated, we to prevent diſorders, that 
might happen in the Army upon this change, and in 
the Empire, by the revolt of the Provinces mer all- 
together in the Pallace, with a general conſent, and 
admitting none into our affembly, but the Princes; 
and moſt conſiderable Commanders, we after ſome 
eonteſtation and diſputes allotred the Provinces and 
ö e King- 


Kingdoms, amongſt us, as they now ſtand in their WW! 
ſeveral ſtipulations, which I need not repeat to you, J 
fince you cannot but be ſenſible of that, which isſo e 
well known almoſt all over Ala and Europe. t 
- Having taken and ſettled ſuch orders in our affair, I 
Flefe, what further concerned me in Babylon, to the 

care of Ptolomeus, and haſted to the Caſtle of Calci, i 
that I might pay to Queen Hatira, what I owed her h. 
after the greatneſs of her loſs, and to the Princeſs he i 1 
ſiſter, all the teſtimonies of affection, ſhe could ee 
dect from me, in the change of their affairs. Care had tu 

en taken to conceal that Misfortune from them, and 8 
it was done but with too much induſtry (here Him. Pe 

chus loft all his Conſtancy and Courage for a time, to if (6 
give Way to his grief, and tears, at ſo ſad a remen- Wi ©? 

brance; Nor was that of Oroondates leſs ſhaken ; BU P! 
when tears and ſighs gave way again to utterance) ! 
came (continued Hyſimachus) to the Caſtle of Calli, wi 
where I believed, I mould find the Princeſſes; but mi i * 
aſtoniſhment was not to be equalled, when J learned 1 
from a few ſervants left there, that they departed the ſes 

Evening before, having received letters from the King, che 
which called them back in haſte to Bachlon. Thi - 
News ſurprized me infinitely, and made me apprehend BW = 
part of thoſe Misfortunes, that were befallen. I knen The 

the King had been dead five days, and that he cou x 

not have writ that letter, which had made them de. yel 
part, which made me return with all ſpzed to Bahn o_ 


I ran then to Queen Statira's lodgings, but was told, 
ſhe had not come thither, which more ſurprized me 
and made me haſte full of aſtoniſhment to Queen . 
gambi t, and as I went up ſtaires, the beating of f 
heart foretold me the Tragick adventure, I ſhoui 
meet there. I no ſooner entred the Chamber, but! 
ſaw all H/izambiss Maids ſtretched on the flour fl 
ling it with their lamentations, and that great Que#) 
 _- having her head covered with a veil, lay proſtrate nt 
them, expreſſing her ſorrow more to the life by a moni 
filence 3 and near to her lay a man all bloody, wid 
I ſoon knew to be the faithful Eunuch Yycus, al 
notwithſtanding the ſtrange ſurprize, this Encounts 
cauſed in me, I forbore not, to draw near to te 
Queen, and kneeling down by her, I conjured her" 
tell me the cauſe of her new affliction, * 
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my voice, lifted up her veil a little, and ſeeing me, 
ſaid: Lyſimac hus, the whole race of Darias is extinct: 
T leave the care to you, to revenge with'it;the memory 
of Alexander, and of yourſelf. I am aſhamed to dye 
the laſt of all my family, but if I have ſurvived he 
loſs of Darius, I will not out live that of Alexander, 
and of my Daughter s. Sri ele ue 

At theſe wards ſhe covered her face again, and put 
her ſelf into her former poſture, in which, co my great 
ler forrow, I have ſince heard, ſhe continued till the 
ended her life. In this extream trouble of mind I 
1.; turned towards Dreus, of whom I believed, I might 
get a more particular knowledge, of what had liap- 


and | a : « as thing 

. pened, and asking it of him with impatiency : Sir, 
% (aid he) the Gods have left me this remainder of life, 
em. to diſcover the murther of our Princeſſes, and to 


But publiſh that horrible parricide, which the darkneſs has 


i concealed. I defire no more ſtrength of them, than 


what will ſerve me to make this fatal Relation, and 


. then T ſhall without complaining forſake a life, which 
nel cannot conſerve, after the loſs of my deareſt Miſtriſ- 
es. Let me tell you then, (continued he) that by the 


, change of air the Queen had recovered her health at 
dhe Cattle of Calcis; yet by a mortal ſadneſs ſhe pre- 


any abatement of her ſecret grief in the converſation of 
the Princeſs her ſiſter, when being in her company 
yeſterday, ſhe was told, that one of the Kings- guard 
had brought her a letter from him; She commanded 
him, to be conducted to her preſence, and asking him 
news, concerning the King, he only preſented the let- 


ſomething of her diſaſter, when opening it, tiembling 
ſhe read theſe words: 5 


King Alexander to Queen Statira. 


I commanded, that my ſickneſs ſhould be conceal- 
ed from you ſo long, as I hoped for recovery; But 
now, that I feel the approaches of Death, I ihould be 
. Erieved to depart this World, without ſeeing you, 
and giving you the laſt farewel, Ientrear you there- 
fore to come hither, ſince my weakneſs will not fuf- 
fer me to go to you, and refuſe not this Ia} Teſti- 
; | | "7 -  *Reny 


ſaged her approaching Misfortune, and hardly found 


ter to her, and by that action made her apprehend. 


- 
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© mony of your affection to him, who loves you mote 
* than himſelf. VTV 
Although this letter was not written with the King 


1 own hand, yet it was ſcaled with his ſignet, and his 
fick neſs kept the Queen from ſuſpecting any thing; 


And after having expreſſed her forrow by a loud cry, 
and her affection by many tears, ſhe cauſed her Chariot 
immediately ro be got ready, though darkneſs was 
approaching, and contrary to the mind of many of her 
ſervants, who entreated her to defer that Journey til 
the next morning, ſhe haſted with her ſiſter and Cleone 
towards Babylon, attended with a ſmall Train ; Bu: 
within three Furlongs of the City the Chariot was in- 


vironed with a troop of armed Men, who commanded 


us to retire on pain of Death: But the fear of Death, 
which had wrought on the reſt to take their flight, had 

ot that power over me. 1 followed the Chariot at a 
little diftance to a houſe of Roxana 's without the walls, 
from which I drew fatal preſages, and there they made 
them alight, and in ſpite of their crys and reſiſtance 


forced them to go up a pair ſtaires, and into a-Mourn- 


ing· chamber, where wicked Koxaza (ate. The Captain 


of the troop, having likewiſe diſcovered his face, was 
known by me, to be Perdicas, and thoſe poor Pri 


ceſſes, ignorant as yet, what they were deſtined to, at- 
tended the end of the Tragedy with ſome apprehen- 
fion; But with a great deal of conſtancy Nora 


© coming to them: Madam, (ſaid ſhe to the Queen) 


Alexander is dead, and if you love him well, you will 


not grieve to follow him; Nor is it juſt, that you or 


yours ſhould one day diſpute for the Empire with the 


| Heir, that ſhall be born of him. It is againſt my will, 


{ conſent to your deſtruction; but I cannot ſecure my 
ſelf by any other means. 374 | 
The Queen was fo ſurprized at theſe firſt words, 


which informed her of her Husbands death, that ſhe 


ſcarcely had ſtrength to hearken to the reſt, much 1cb 
to reply; nor indeed did they give her the leaſure; 
for Perdicas making her with her ſiſter and Cleone g0 
down a pair of back ſtairs led them unto a little Court, 
appointed for their ſlaughter, whilſt cruel Roxam 
looked out at the window, to be witneſs of that dole- 


ful Spectacle. How ſhall I be able, Sir, to relate, 
what in ſpite of darkneſs I ſaw with wy own eye 
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bore Twas with them I beheld thoſe pityleſs Murtherers ſa- 


crifice thoſe peerleſs Princeſſes to the malice of wicked 


Roxana, and after threw their fair bodies into wells, 
heaping a great number of ſtones upon them. Theſe great 


but 1 ſent forth cryes, which quickly made me be 
known, and cauſed thoſe bloody Executioners to turn 
their Words againſt me, and put me in that condition 
you ſee me. a : 

 Threus would have ſaid ſome other things, but my 
Impatiency would not ſuffer me to ſtay the hearing 
any more. I went out of the Chamber, and ran in- 
ſtantly to the houſe of Perdicas, fully reſolved to ſa- 
crifice him firſt to my Princefles Ghoſt ; But there 1 


lead towards the Euphrates. Upon which I called for 
my Arms and Horſe, and without any more company 
I went after him, with a Reſolution, never to return 
| to Babylon, but to pierce my heart with my own ſword, 

after having dyed it in the bloods of Perdicas and Ro- 
rana; and within a little riding I met Perdicas in the 
place, where you retarded my juſt revenge, and where 
by the hinderance, you gave me to ſo lawful a defign, 


merited no Pardon, if the cauſe of it had been of leſs 


importance. ; | 1 
Hſemachus ended his narration on this manner, and 
Oroondates, whom the recital of the laſt accidents had 


hands and eyes towards Heaven, and by his Actions 
the world could not repreſent; But after he had con- 
ſince our Princeſſes are dead, we have lived but too 


ne my lovely Sratira. He made a little p uſe at theſe 
ls words, and then going on of a ſudden : No Ly/machas, 
j continued he) let us dye, till our Princeſſes are re- 
0 venged Perdicas and Roxana have ſanctuaries, that can 
t, ſecure them from our hands. "T9 

14 Hſimachus anſwered only with ſome fighs, which 
: this renewal of his grief forced from the bottom of his 


M4 in 


princeſſes received their Death without murmuring; 


heard, he was gone out of the City at the Gate, that 


you urged. me to an uncivility, which would have 


put into a ſtrange perplexity, at firſt only lifted up his 


tinued ſo awhile : Ah Lyſimachus, cryed he, let us dye, 


long, and my Soul burns with impatiency, to follow 


ned 


and ſilence expreſſed a ſorrow, which all the words in 


heart, and Oroondates for ſome time kept him company 


_ The Fiftory Part], 
in that entertainment, and having a little paſſed oe 
the firſt violence : Dear Companion of my Fortune 
(ſaid he with a more ſettled voice) I have found in th; 
recital of your life ſo many marks of your virtue, 
that I am extreamly ſorry, I never enjoyed the hapy:. 
neſs of your friendſhip , till the concluſion of ny 
days. Be not diſpleaſed at the occaſion; which 
gave it me, but if you are troubled at the delay, I in 
rerpoſed in your revenge, but belieye the Gods had o. 
dained it ſo, that I might not be fruſtrated of the (am: 
ſatisfaction, and that you in ſo juſt an Enterpriſ 
might have a Companion, who hath an equal interef 
in it with you. e os yh 
There is no doubt (replyed Lyſemachns) but that 
I feel my, ſelf greatly fortified by your affiſtance 
and that your conſideration alone has made me 1 
conſerve a life, which nothing elſe was able to mak 
me lengthen out; But it is true, that my grief for not 
having known you till now, that I ſee you periſh h 
the ſame deſtiny, will moſt ſenſibly redouble thoſe for- 
rows, which will accompany me to my grave. 
Oroondates would have anſwered, and they wer: 
going to proſecute their doleful converſation ; when 
their ſervants came into the Chamber, to. bring then 
that food, which was necellary for the encreaſe d 
their ſtrength, and for the effecting the deſign of ther 


revenge. 
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CASSANDRA 

aok n 
ri 1 VE N the two Princes had ſpent ſome time in 
rel 


contriving, how. they | might moſt, commodioully 
bring about their defigned, revenge on the Murtherers 


that of their Princeſſes, they took ſuch orders in it, as they 
nce concluded neceilary for their ſatisfaction; And Oroon- 


dates finding, he had ſtrength enough to take the air, 
abe for the recovery of his health, taking leave of Hſima- 
not WM ch for awhile, he went with his. ſquire to ſpend a 
by WW few ſolitary moments in the wood, thar. ſtood. on the 
(or Bank of the Exphrates, whilſt Lyſimachus went further 


on the fide of that River, lying next the great Road, 
that leads to Babylon; But growing weary he fate 


hen down near that famous Stream, and; whilſt (under the 

em covert of a grove of Trees, that ſheltered him from 
: of WW the ſcorching beams of the Sun) he was venting his 
et WF Melancholly Thoughts in the ſaddeſt words, he was 


of Horſes, he ſaw very near him three men gallantly 
mounted, whereof one compleatly armed appeared to 
be the Maſter of two Squires, that attended him, and 
making a ſtop ſome little diftance. from him, the 
ſtranger alighted, as Lyſmachns had done to repoſe his 
wearied body on the graſs, whilſt one of the Squires | 
lead the Horſes, to refreſh them at the cooling ſtream, 
and ſuffered them after to graze at liberty, Lyſimachas 
unſeen of them, ſoon heard the repoſed ſtranger, and 
his Squite enter into a Diſcourſe, after a few ſighs had 
found their paſſage: I abſolutely (ſaid he to his Squire) 
forbid you, to take up the defence of that Traytor any 
more; His infidelity can never be juſtified, and that 
diſloyal Scythian ought never to hope for any thing but 
Death, for a reward of his perfidiouſneſs, and it is 

1 only to give it him, that I will ſeek him throughout 
Ache world; and now I will go into Sc5thia, where _— 

| CJ lr ol. aps 


— 
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capable of uttering, turning his head at the trampling 
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haps he is retired, and if I find him there, to ſatisſe 
the cruel injury, he has done me, I will ſtab him with 
a thouſand wounds in the midſt of his friends, and 
give an exemplary puniſhment of Treachery without 
example. "O 4 — 8 7 

The ftranger accompanied theſe words with dey 
fighs, and the ſtranger perceiving, he had done ſpeak: 
ing: The Gods forbid (ſaid he) that ever I ſhould op, 
pole your anger, or undertake to juſtifie Orontes, who 
is apparently guilty of the moſt horrible ingratitude; 
but how do we know, whether he is in a condition to 
fear your threats, and whether death already has not 
prevented you in your revenge: Ah friend (replyet 
the ſtranger) if Orontes be dead I will quickly folloy 
him, bur if he be yer alive, he ſhall die for the expi- 
tion of his ingratitude, nor ought I to have hoped for 
other uſage from a Scythian, though he de a Prince, 
and that his birth, ought to have exempted him from 
part of the inhumanity of his Country, after ſuch obli 
gations, as he hath to me, and ſuch an uſage, as I have 
received from him, nothing but his death can ſatis 
me. I will therefore diſpatch him if he be alive, and 
this ſame hand, which for his ſake I had deſtined to 
another uſe, ſhall free the Earth from that monſter of 


—_— e N r 1 
ſimachus, who had attentively hearkened to this kin, 
diſcourſe concluded by all the circumſtances , it b 
pointed at no other man, than Prince Oroondates, who N viol 
had gone by the name of Orontes, and was a Prince of a. 
Scythia, and concluding there was a deſign againſt hs Neon 
life, though for the cauſe he was ignorant; it extreamly le 
troubled him, and conſidering, that in honour he was Wh'"4c 
obliged to vindicate the reputation of a man, with Hand 
whom he had contracted ſo ſtrict a friendſhip, cared der 
not to conceal himſelf any longer, but rifing and going EO. 
to the ſtranger, ſoon made him know, he had over- Witte 
heard his diſcourſe, which not a little furprized him; he { 
but not giving Zy/ſimachns leave to quarrel with him, hi 
he prevented him with an angry voice: 'whoſoeve wit 
you are (ſaid he) you ſhow your (AE indiſcreet, to i- bis! 
terrupt thoſe, that call you not to thelr converſation wi 
Lyſimach us, who ſaw himſelf prevented in his intent: er) 
ons, and came not thither to make excuſes, (replied N ulec 


briskly) the converſation I have interrupted, concerned 
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he me too much, to ſuffer the continuance of it, when 1 

ith NMieard you injure and threaten a man, the fight of 

nd hom would make you tremble, and to whem I am 
oo much a friend, to pardon the wrong, you have 


7 he ſtranger at theſe words ſtepping back two er 
three paces cryed out: O you Gods, ſhall I be fo för- 
tunate, as to find a man, that dares take the part of 
that Traytor, and againſt whom I may diſcharge part 

F my juſt indignation. At theſe words defying each 
other to the combat, they inſtantly mounted, and 


not charged with ſuch fury, and with ſuch weighty blows; 
7ed 2 paatht quickly enſued, and after they had con- 
oy tinued a long and obſtinate hght, Zyimaches perceived 
iz. by the feebleneſs of the ſtrangers blows, and by the 
for blood, that ran down upon his arms, the danger, he 
ce, was in, and not forgetting that generoſity, which was 
on Jo natural to him, retiring a little: Thou art no longer 
li. in a condition, (cryed he to him) to revenge thoſe 
ve Wwcongs upon me, which thou haſt received from the 
prince of Scthia: Our combat ſhall end here if you 
ni Wplcaſc,; but after this Tryal I have had of you; I would 
| to not adviſe you, to meaſure your forces with his, which 
are above mine without compariſon.  ' 
: The ſtranger, whom the fight of his blood had 
his WW kindled with fury, and who believed himſelf injured 
it by the words of Hſimachus, anſwered only with a 
vio violent blow, which blanching on the {ide of his Helmet, 
2 of eave him a (light wound on the ſhoulder, and ſe- 
hs Wh conding it with many others made him quickly know, 
ny he was not capable of hearkning to what he ſaid. Lyſi- 
was i 4chus then loft all the conſideration he had of him, 
im and ſtriking him a back blow under the chin cut aſun- 
red der the ſtrops of his Helmet, which fell upon the 
ins ground, and left his head diſarmed: Zyſmachns had 
rer- J lifted up his hand again, when looking on his Enemy, 
m; le ſaw fair long hair, and a moſt beautiful face, by 
im, which marks he perceived, it was a woman, he fought _.,- 
ye with, whereupon retiring. a little he let the point f 
in bis (word fall, and received her blows on his. ſhield, 
ion Whilſt charging furiouſly on him with a threatning 
ati cty: Fly not (ſaid ſhe) neither be aſhamed, to have 
hel uled thy arms againſt a woman, who hath often dyed 
ned the fields in the blood of ſuch, as thou art. I am my 
5 JJV - 


1 . from Orontes. | b | 


Act theſe words her face was dyed with a cololl, 
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ſo weak, that thou ſhouldeſt need to deſpiſe me, ant 
there is more honour to be won with me, than thoy 
thinkeſt for; but though ſhe accompanied ' theſe words 
with a ſtorm of blows, he refolved no more to lift his 
hand againſt her; but whilſt her tiredneſs made her 
pauſe to take breath: Madam (ſaid he) I will rather 
turn the point of my ſword againft my own bref; 
than make uſe of it againft you. I know roo well 
what is due to yourſex, and your beauty, and I ſhoul 
be comforted, if with a good part of my blood I coul 
repair the loſs of that, I have made you ſhed. 
This generoſity in the Prince of Macedon abated par 
of her anger, and ſtriving with her ſelf for Awhile, ſhe 
at laſt overcame her furious reſentment to that degret, 
that ſhe conſented to end the combat: yet (ſaid ſir 
with a deep ſigh) I could wiſh alſo, that you woull 
quit the intereſt of a Traytor, who never deſerved th 
affection of fo virtuous a perſon as your ſelf. H. 
machus could not, but wonder, ſhe ſhould uſe the 
reproachful words to his friend, whom he efteemed u 
be one of the moſt generous and virtuous perfons upor 
Earth; And having put up his fword he mild 


an I know not, Madam, what injury you ca Wl am 
have received from him, who is really the moſt gene 
rous, and the moſt reſpe&ive to Ladies of all men it, 

the world. I have ever ſeen Him moſt averſe from thok WW vil 

-_ _.crimes, you tax him with, and in the recital, that i MM he: 
been made me of his life, I did not hear, that he ev i (cr 
had any buſineſs with you; but if he be ſo unforti: mi 
nate, as to have offended you, I will engage my (BM ou 

he ſhall give you all the ſatisfaction, you can defire d hir 
him. In the mean time be pleaſed to accept the off, WM (cc 

I make you of a place near at hand, where your wound acc 
may be cured, and all neceſſaries ſhall be provided fi pet 
you. You may there be more privately, and alſo mot Ee 

_ conveniently, than at Babylon, and in that place it bef 


vou ſhall receive all manner of duty and ſubmiſſol 


that Bymac bus knew not, whether he ſhould take a 
as the effect of joy, or anger; And after having waven a] 
for ſome time, in conſideration of what anſwer 1. 
mould return : I believe Orontes fo far from hed 
(aid ſhe) and fo different from the report, you _ 
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F him, that I know not, what ſatisfaction you can 
ike him give me; but yet your offers are ſo civil, that 
cannot refuſe them, and ſince you deſire to have it 
d, I will attend on you, to get a remedy for the 
Sounds, Deen een F 

saying theſe words, ſhe. put forth her hand, and cal- 


ing her Squires, who were alſo women, he conducted 
her to Polemons houſe, where ſhe was lodged, and 
ould WW: cnded to her ſatisfaction 3 And finding Oroondates re- 
| turned, Hſimac hus told kim all the paſſages of this ad- 
part venture, which ſtrongly ſurprized the Prince for a 
„ he time, and made him very thoughtful, who this Lady 
ret, mould be, that had charged him with ſuch mortal in- 
e juries, but could frame no Idea of her, nor call to 
ou mind, he ever had been guilty of ſuch crimes ; yet find- 
| the ing, Lyſimachus had engaged himſelf on his behalf, he 
L- freely promiſed to pay her a viſit with him, as ſoon as 
hel BW the ſhould be in a condition to receive it, and ſubmit 
dy himſelf to ſuffer, whatſoever her reſentment ſhould 
pon enjoyn him, though he verily concluded, this was but 
Idly the effect of chance, which Fortune blindly ſends to 
c amuſe mankind. - YE ALL 
ene It was not long after, but ſhe being diſpoſed to ſuffer 
nun it, he went with his dear friend, to pay the Lady that 
hol vin, and entring the Chamber Lyſimachus acquainting 
her that Orontes was come to ſubmit himſelf ro her re- 
Je ſentment, and to beg, her pardon for thoſe faults he 
tu. might have unwittingly committed. She put her head 
ſell, out of the bed, and demanded where he was, ſeeking 
ech him with her eyes in every part of the room, but not 


fer, teeing him he Iooked on Hſimachus with an eye, that 
nes acculed him of deceit. and inhumanity, which he 
fer perceiving, upon her demanding where Orontes was, 
ot By He is, Madam (ſaid he) in your preſence, you ſee him 
before you. This is the Prince of Scythia, whom you 
ou accuſe. of infidelity. (ſhewing her Oroondates) and if 

your reſentment againſt him be as great, as you have 
oy teſtifed, I cannot but wonder, you ſhould be ſo long 
eig a knowing him. e 
zſimachus holding his peace at (theſe. words, Oroon- . 
u dates began to ſpeak, whilit che Lady locked earneſtiy 
a upon him: If I be o unfortunate, Madam (ſald he) as 
ji to have offended you, I will give my life for the repa- 
nation of my faults, The Gods are my, witnelles, tt 1 
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I never had ſuch an intention, and that I am ignor;y 
of the reaſons, you have ro complain of me, but j 


co 
they what they can, you ſnall find me moſt ready u ha 
give you ſatisſaction, and to diſengage my friend q pl 
the promiſe, he has made on my behalf. fal 
Or condates having ſaid this remained ſilent, and tu op 
fair ſtranger fetching a deep ſigh, conſidered hu wc 
awhile, without reply, wee turning to. Lyſimachu Wi no 
and beholding him with a ditcontenfed look: 1 doub RW 
ed (ſaid ſhe) that 2 knew not my Traytor, fin: m 
you were fo forward to embrace his intereſt ; then th: V 
turned and ſighed again, and joyning her hands una WM yo! 
her breaſt ; O Fortune, (cryed ſhe) I ask thee pardon, he 
I was much to blame, to conceive any glimps of hop, 
and I ought te have known thee better after ſo long: ane 
time, as thou haſt perſecuted me. When ſhe had (ad MM Pri 
theſe words, ſhe ſettled her ſelf a little, and lookig WM hai 
very heedfully upon Oroondates : It is true Sir, (purſu Wi on: 
ed ſhe) that you never offended me, but it is true alſo, cor 
that you are not Orontes, or at leaſt not that Oronmtj Kir 
whom I juſtly complain of, and whom I accuſe of i- WM y01 
fidelity. I confeſs, replyed the Prince, that Oronte:is MW Fat 
not my true name, bur it is that, under which I hav Win | 
paſſed part of my years, and which I have ever born in WI 1! 
forreign Countries; Beſides I am a Scyrbiar, and: dec 
Prince as he is, whom you accuſe, and I know ven Wl fide 
well, that now Schthia hath no other Prince, that is 1 
called Orontes. | fre 
The Lady having patiently hearkned to theſe words, WM [ibl: 
and what is become then (ſaid ſhe?) of Orontes, Prince WI wit 
of the Maſſagetet, and Nephew to the King of Scythia! Ml that 
It is true, Reade Oroondates) the Maſſagetes had Ae. 
heretofore had a Prince of that name, and one who 


was very dear to me, both by reaſon of his merit, and BM ſhot 

of the near Alliance between us; but imperious deni tiers 

robbed us of 1 when he was grown maryellous to h 
ri 


hopeful to all his friends. The fair ſtranger gave eit L 


to this diſcourſe, not without trembling, and not abe wor 
do ſuffer the continuance of it without interruption: WW Que 
And about what time Sir, (ſaid ſhe, much troubled) upot 
_ dyed that Prince. Tis about eight or ten years (replyel ¶ and 
he) ſince he was drowned in the River Araxis, by the birt 
breaking of a Bridge, our Army was paſſing ove, a 
which involved part of it in his loſs 


The 


you have been injured, thou 
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The Ladies face at theſe words came to its former 


colour, and expreſſing a little more tranquillity, than 
had appeared in a few minutes before: would it had 


pleaſed the Gods (ſaid ſhe with a deep ſigh) that the 


faithleſs Orontes had dyed then really, as he did in the 
opinion of the world; If it had been ſo, my Soul perha 
would yet be in its firſt repoſe, and perchance I ſhouj}d 
not now be the moſt unfortunate Princeſs in the world. 
Without doubt (continued ſhe, turning to him) you 
muſt needs be Prince Oroondates, Son to the King of 
Hytbia. I heard from Orontes, he was bred up with 
you, and your countenance eaſily perſwades me, all 
he told me to your advantage. 
Oroondates caſting down his eyes through 'modeſty;. 
and reſpe&: I am indeed (ſaid he) that unfortunate 
Prince, of whom you ſpeak. And though hitherto 1 
have confeſſed it but to a very few, you thall ever be 
one of thoſe perſons, for whom I will have particular 
conſiderations. I am aſhamed, to own him tor my 
Kinſman, whom you accuſe of infidelity, and by whom 
he is the Son of my 
Fathers ſiſter. . I am uncertain; whether he is alive, or 
in his grave, but notwithſtanding his nearneſs co me, 
I ſhall be one of the forwardeſt to condemn him, an 
declare my ſelf againſt him, if he can be capable of in- 
fidelity againſt you. ET ba, 
The fair Amazonian anſwered theſe words with a 
fret deal of reſpe& and civility, and being made ſen- 
ible, it was Ly/machus, whom ſhe had combared 
with, the teſtified her eſteem of his valour. If you be 
that Lyſimachus, (ſaid ſhe) who was always ſo near 
Alexander the great, it is impoſſible, that the name of 
Thaleftris ſhould be unknown to you, and that you 
ſhould not remember, you had ſeen me upon the fron- 
tiers of Hyrcania, in an equipage, remarkable enough, 
to have preſerved ſome remembrance of me. * 
Lyſmachus ſhewing a great aſtoniſhment at theſe 
words: what Madam (ſaid he) are you then the great 
Queen of the Amazons, who came to meet Alexander 
upon the confines of Hyrcania, with ſo ſtately a Train, 
and to whom the King ſhewed reſpects, worthy the 
birth and virtue of ſo great and generous a Princeſs. 
L am the ſame Thaleſtris, anſwered the Queen, who 
"ited the Court of Alexander, for conſid — 
8 N very 
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very different from thoſe perhaps, which ſome attribute 
to my journey. Their diſcourſe would have continued 
longer, if Amintas her Phyſitian had not deſired the 
two Princeſs, to let the Queen take her reit for the 
remainder of the day, and not further engage her ina 
diſcourſe, which might be hurtful to her. The Princes 
obeyed, and having taken their leave of her with much 
reſpe&, they returned to the Prince of Scythias 
Z | ö 

By this time Cleantets, who had been ſent to Babylon, 
to enquire. of the ſtate of affairs in that great City, 
entred the Chamber, where the two Princes were, 
and at their command gave them an account, that 
Roxana retained her full authority, having moſt of the 
great Commanders at her devotion. When he had 
faid this, turning to Lyimachus: Sir continued he) 
Prolomens,; concerning whom I informed my ſelf moſt, 
and of whom I learned, what was become of the reſt, 
is encamped with an Army two hundred Furiongs on 
the other ſide of Babylon, and if I had had not told 
1 him, where you were, he was coming back with his 
| forces, to make Perdicas give an account of you, upon 
the report of your having fought with him. I am not 
able to tell you, how welcom I was to him, nor how 
much he participates in your ſorrow. He would have 
come hither with me, but that I aſſured him, you 
Would be very ſhortly with him, and I prayed him, to 
_ Tay with the Army, to preſerve a power, which per- 
haps. would be very neceſſary in your affairs. He 
yielded at laſt to my entreaty, and commanded me, 
to bid you be confident, he would be ever ready, to 
1515 you all the proofs, you can delire from his friend- 

| IP. . } OY 0} LC ONES 21 £5; Ma : 
* Upon what Cleantes related, the Princeſs deliberat- 
ing awhile, it was agreed between them, that Lym 
"clus ſhould ſpeedily go. to Prolomens, and with him 
arm all their friends, to take a ſolemn revenge for the 
death of their, Princeſſes, and Oroondates ſhould follow 
as ſoon, as his wound was perfectly cured. | And 1 
mac lius delaying; his journey, no longer than the next | 
Ee e e age that dear friend, and to 
ck ofhim that Ablass he knew he, would nor, re 
Fuſe him. , Qzoondates) notwithſtanding, his weaknel 
arole as ſoon, as he, and: Mond needs go den, to ft. 
_ Tz  - _compalf 
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company him to the gate, where they parted with 
many kind farewels and hopes to ſucceed in their 
deſired revenge, Lyſim achus was no ſooner out of 
fight with only Cl/eantes in his company, when the 
Prince of Scythia leaning on Araxs his ſhoulder, 
went to paſs away ſome moments of his Melancholly 
in the ſolitary wilder neſs, ſoyning to Polemon- houſe, and 
to the bank of the Euphrates, when entring it through 
a little wicket of the Garden, that opened into it, and 
having confidered awhile the es trees and 
rocks, overgrown with moſs and joy, from which went 
clear purling ſtreams, that murmured on the peebles, 
they ran, to the River; What a delightful” place is 
this 4rax# (ſaid he) for one in my condition? I could 
dedicate a good part of my time, to be ſpent in it, nor 
do I wonder, that Hſimachus found ſuch conſolation 


owed it, till he came to the fide of a Fountain very 
beautiful, for one, that was beholding none, bur na- 
ture for its ornament. Here he reſted himſelf, and 
cating his eyes upon a brook, which taking its ſource. 
from thence, emptied it ſelf about rwo hundred paces 
off into the Euphrates, whilſt he was in his deepeſt 
muſe, he thought, he heard ſome perſons talking near 
him, and having his imagination ſtill prepoſſeſſed with 
the remembrance. of Statira, and the viſion, he had 
ſeen a few days before, being ſtill prefent to his me- 
mory, he believed, he heard ſomething of the tone of 
her voice, and of that of the Princeſs her Siſters. This 
made him rouſe himſelf with a ſtart, and lending an 


by with more attention: did'ſt thou hear nothing, 


id he to Araris? No, Sir, anſwered he, Ah withour' 
doubt, replyed the Prince, I deceive my ſelf, and my 
wounded fancy brought this ſound unto my Fars. He 
was confirmed in that opinion, when he could hear no 


more noiſe, and letting himſelf looſe to conſiderations 
of his misfortunes, he caſt many ſtrange things in his 


mind, and ſoon after riſing with Arax he followed 
tie courſe of the Brook, into the moſt gloomy part of 


dhe ſhade, where he ſaw engraven on the Rock, and 


on the Barks of the trees the names of Caſſandra, and 
Euridice, which made him call to mind, what Hſima- 
chu had told him, and „ his eyes man, 
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Having ſaid thus, he took a beaten path, and fol- 
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thoſe names :..Whoſoever vou be, afflicted Souls, ({aid 


lie) comfort your ſelves. by the encounter of ſuch, as 


L 


121. 


Ar in the ſame condition, and ſuffer not your ſetye: 
40 be caſt down, by. misfortunes, Which ordinarily per- 
Tecuce the virtuous. . At theſe words ſtarting 3 1 
 Lcok here Hann (continued he) and tell me, if theſe 
characters ars not very much reſembling theſe of my 
Princeſles. Maxis was of his ie he Which would 
certainly have.confirmed 3 had he not, been prepoſſeſſec, 
that ſhe was no more in the World; and having read 
all he found. there engraven at large, he paſs d to a 
more open place, where on a graſly place he perceiyed 
two Women gas in a lleeping poſtute, extended on it, 
2aning their heads on their hands, ſupported by their 
elbows, which touched the Earth, one at the root of 
a, ſhady tree grown, motley by age, and th other at the 
foot of a Rock, from which a ſtream of water flowing 


dreſſes waying in curling ringlets hung careleſly cn 
th-ir Moulders, ; whilſt their cheeks, were wet with 
tears,” by which he, gueſſed, they, could be no other, 


er 


by preying nearer ingo their concerns, unleſs he; was 
In 
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throi 15 reed they walked on a ſoktiy pace 
through t 
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not hindrell it, he had no 145 0 ages 
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41 — not, in What manner oe: ought. to PIE 
my Fortune. Two different remembrances (O faith- 
* ful Orontes) conteſt within my Soul, fer you, and 
againſt you. What do I not owe unto Oroxtes, but 
* allo, what do I not owe unto my condition, and. to 
an illuſtrious memory? 4 et and my Duty 
but my mind into an equa Hance, and both have 
very weighty reaſons; but all the reaſons of my in- 
clination yield unto my duty, and all. thoſe of. my 
duty vaniſh in the preſence of my inclination, Alaſs! 
if | could make an accommodation between them, 
* how happy would be the deſtiny of Caſſandra, an 
© how little would ſhe be troubled for the change of 
* her fortune? If a more conſiderable loſs had not 7 
© led a more lawful ſorrow. in the heart, ſhe neverthe- 
{ leſs loves her faithful Orontes, as much as he can, or 
* ought'ro deſire; but ſhe has ſome Fe vol remainmg, 
* which ſhe cannot overcome. If ſhe will be worthy 
* of his affection, it is a continuation of the. anger of 
© the Gods, who only preſent happineſſes to her, when 


* ſhe is no longer in a condition, to receive them. We 


. had found a Haven indeed (my dear Orontes) but 
it is worſe than ſhip-wrack; yet if you love me, as 

a believe, and as I am certain you do, you ought not 
*todeſire of me. 
The Prince turned over leaf to make an end of read- 
ing the letter bur found nothing Written there, and 
N. 2 judged 


180 The Hin Patt II. 


judged, that the party had either wanted time, or 


will co finiſh it. Alaſs! with how many different 


thoughts was he aſſailed in the reading theſe words? 


He peruſed them again many times, and being in a 


confuſion full of perplexity, he could not expreſs it 


better, than by his ſilence. And after having be- 
thought himſelf every way, he could not but con- 
clude, that letter was intended to Orontes Prince of 
the Maſſagetes, yet he commanded Araxir, to run to 
thoſe women, they ſaw lying on the ground, and uſe 
his diligence, to learn ſomething further from them, 
that might explain the riddle, and in his name to of- 
fer all poſſible aſſiſtance to that afflicted party, who 


had writit; but when he came back to him, and al. 


fured him, he could not find thoſe women in that 


place, nor in any other part of the wood, he was ex- 


ceedingly troubled at; but after ſome diſcourſe between 
him and Araxis, whereof this encounter 'furniſhed 
them with matter enough, he roſe up, and going out 
of the Garden returned to his Chamber. As ſoon as 
he was there, he ſent to enquire of Hyppolita (one of 
the Ladies that attended on the Amazoman Queen) if 
it might be convenient to viſit her Miſtris, and having 
had an Anſwer to his deſire, he went into her Chamber; 


but ſaid nothing to her of the ſuſpition he had con- 


cerning Orontes, and after many civilities had paſſed 


between them he entreated her, if it might be no pre- 


judice to her health, that ſhe would be pleaſed to give 
him a brief relation of her life, and more particulary, 
what concerned her relating to Oroxtes, Prince of the 
n pong And the better to diſpoſe her to it, he 
made her a ſhort recital of his own Actions, and of his 
love, and though out of modeſty he blemiſſied the 
luſtre of the moſt gallant things, he had done, he 
nevertheleſs filled her with an admiration, and an 
eſteem, which made her conſider him, as ſomethis 
more than humane; ſo that the Queen raviſhed wit 
the wonders, ſhe had heard, willing to requite his 
freedom, who had made her a juſt confeſſion of the 
moſt ſecret paſſages of his life, offered ſpontaneouſiy 
to give him the relation of hers, with the ſame truſt, 
and aſſurance; And he was not wanting to teſtiſie to 
her, that he would receive that favour with a Brea, 
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deal of reſpect, and having ſettled his attention, to 
hear that fair Queen, ſne delayed not, to make her 


Relation in theſe Terms: 


——_— 
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WI T H how great a virtue ſoever a Soul is forti- 
fied (ſaid ſhe) humane Nature hath weakneſ⸗ 
ſes, which it cannot diſavow, and how great reſiſtance 
ſoever it makes through principles of Virtue, _ | 
irregular motions, if it be not ſupported by an eſpecial 
providence, it is very difficult for it, not to yield 
ſome times, and give moſt violent marks of frailty. 
The paſſions have got ſuch an aſcendant over it, that 
it cannot without much caution, and ſtruggling ſhake - 
them off, and if ſomerimes we win the Victory, 1 
hold it a much more advantageous one, than thoſe, we - 
obtain over our forreign Enemies. I would, it pleaſed 
the Gods, this were not ſo great a truth, and that it 
ave me not matter for a diſcourſe, which cannot chuſe, 
ut be unpleaſing. It is not-to be wondred at; if my 
adventures are mingled with thoſe of Sc5thia, nor is it 
ſtrange; if I recount them to a Scythian Prince, ſince 1 
allo am a Scythian, and that the Original of the Ama. 
done ans ſprings from that Country; perhaps it is not 
Oe. I N 3 unknown 
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unknown to you, yet to refreſh your memory, I ſhall 


tell it yen again in a few words: 


A long time before the Siege of Troy, Plinos and 


Scolophitet, two Princes of the Royal Blood of Scythia 
ſeeking adventures, with many others ſettled them- 


ſelves and their families in that fertil part of Aſa, 
which is watered by the River Thermodoon; but after 
many gallant Actions falling into an Ambuſhment of 


their Enemies, they — — with all their ſouldiers, 


when the widows of thoſe valiant men diſdaining to 


ſubmit to the Invaders, ar med themſelves, and ſtand- 


ing on th ir defence, drove their Enemies with a great 
laughter out of their Territories, couragiouſly defend- 
ing thoſe Countries, their Husbands had conquered. 
And proud of their good ſucceſs, they killed or drove 
away all the men, that rema ned amongſt them, and 
eſtabliſhed that Menartchy of women, which hath 
laſted ever fince, and which, as I believe, hath ſpread 
its reputation over all the world. I will not entertain 
you with their Laws, but will only tell you, that 
having decreed, not to ſuffer any men amongſt them, 
they concluded a treaty with their, neighbours, and by 
viſits, whichithey made upon their frontiers at certain 
appointed ſeaſons for that purpoſe, they provided for 
the converſation ef their kind. The Male-children, 
that were born by theſe meetings were either killed, or 
carried out oſ their Dominions, and the daughters 
were carefully bred up. Their whole exerciſe from 
their tender infancy was that, of arms, and, to give 
them the greater facility in ſhooting with their bows, 
they cut oft:the right breaſt, 7 rom, which, in proceſs of 
time they had the name of Amazons. They at. firk 
choſe two Queens, to whom they ſubmitfed them- 
ſelves 3 and whiltt one was abroad enlarging their Ter- 


ritories by, conqueſt, the other. Ray'd ar home, w 
govern the Country The moſt famous, amongſt, the 


ficſt were Lampe do and Marteſia, yuho ſubdued à good 
part of Europe, and enlarged their. boundaries in Ala. 
Queens, againſt whom Hercules made War, and whoſe 
two filters Menaſippa and Fippolita he carried away, 
and gave one of them to wife to Ring Theſes, who 
had accompanied him in that Mare. 
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was lla in by Achille at the ſiege of Troy, and who, as 
ſhe died, made her Conquerour ſo much in love with 
her. Many other valiant Queens ſucceeded theſe, 
whoſe names I paſs over, and they were ſuceeeded by 
Minotea- my Mother. She had newly taken up the 
Crown, when ſhe: brought me into the world. She 
preſently grew extraordinary tender of me, inſomuch 
that ſhe would not ſuffer my right breaſt to be cut off, 
and contrary to the reſt ſne deſited, to have my man- 
ners formed with ſome ſweetneſs and .civility, and 
with the Martial {pirit, that was infuſed into me, the 
cauſed ſome morality to make a mixture, and to the 
exerciſe of the body ſhe alſo added ſome exerciſe of 
the mind, to allay thoſe bloody cruelties, that were 
but too much predominant amongſt our women. To 
be brief, I profited ſo much, as I grew up, that they 
were pleaſed, to ſtile me the delight of my Country; 
and to flatter me with the great things, they expected 
from my riper years. When I was about fixteen, I 
became ſo ſtrong, and skilful, that there were but a 
few of our women able to contend with me, either on 
foot, or on Horſeback, and I continued in great feli- 
city, till either my deſtiny, or the anger of the Gods 
threw. into my way the cauſe of a very ſenſible afflicti- 
on, which will render me miſerable for the remainder 
of my days. It was at a time when the Queen my 
Mother returning from an expedition, wherein ſhe had 


gained victories beyond her expectation, ſhe preſented 


to me the valiant Orithia, a perſon of ſtature extraor- 
dinary of aMartial garb, and of a moſt excellent beauty. 
She was yet armed, when my Mother brought her into 
my Chamber, and I thought her ſo handſom, that I 
found no difficulty in obeying the commands, the 
lay d upon me, to love and eſteem her particularly. 

The generous Lady (ſaid the Queen to me) though 
ſhe was not born amongſt us, yet having the ſame in- 
clinations hath caſt her ſelf voluntarily into our party, 
and in all the encounters we have had with the Ciſici- 
ans, ſhe has ſhewed proofs of ſuch admirable valonr, 
that I have not ſeen the like in any of our women © In 


our laſt Action ſhe diſengaged me from # throng of our 


Enemies where elſe I had infallibly periſhed, and ſuc- 
coured me in ſo great an extremity, that I muſt freely 


own, J am indebted to hen for: my: life. She in my 
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ſight flew the moſt valiant of our oppoſers, and over. 
threw all that made any oppoſition againſt her. In 
brief ſhe hath begotten in me. ſo much admiration, 
and ſo much love, that next to my only daughter, ſhe 
| ſhall ever be to me the deareſt perſon in the world. 
She ended theſe words, embracing her, and by her 
example obliged me to welcom her, with an extraor- 
dinary kindneſs. Orithia received it with low ſubmil- 
-fions, and made proteſtations of fidelity to me, in ſuch 
reſpectful and obliging terms, that from that very mo- 
ment I eſteemed her worthy of the judgment, the 
Queen had made of her. I am readily diſpoſed (ſaid! 
to her) to ſecond my Mother's affection with mine, and 
to requite the virtue, I find in fo fair a ſtranger with 
all the proofs, ſhe. can deſire of my friendſhip. At 
theſe words Orithia bent one knee to the ground, and 
kiſſing my hand, which I held out to raiſe her up: 
Madam, ſaid ſhe, I make a vow never to be but yours, 
and from this inſtant I dedicate my ſelf to you with a 
paſſion, which ſhall never end but with my life. She 
pronounced theſe words ſo gracefully, and I was 
touched ſo much by them, that caſting my arms once 
more about her neck, I promiſed her an eternal friend- 
ſhip, and when I ſaw her a little after unarmed, and 
in her womans apparel, ſhe ſtil! appeared more lovely 
and graceful in my eyes, and after I had given her all 
the proofs of an entire friendſhip, ſhe could deſire, 
being a little retired with her, I entreated her to tell 
me, who ſhe was, and what chance or fortune had 
brought her into our Country. And this new Amaxon 
having bethought her ſelf awhile what to ſay, ſpoke at 
laſt to this effect: n . 
Although, Madam, you fee me now in the exerciſe 
of arms, I have not been bred up in it, and that little 
valour, the Queen your Mother extolled with more af- 
fed ion, than juſtice, is rather an effect of my misfor- 
tunes, than of my nature. I am daughter to the de- 
ceaſtd Prince of the Maſſagetet, and Niece to the King 
of Scytbia, to whom our Province is tributary. Death 
depriving me of my father in my very infancy I was 
brought up in the King of Scythias Court, with the fair 
Princeſs Bernice his daughter. I ſpent ſome. years in 
that Court with pleaſure enough, but in the War be⸗ 
tween the Scti/ar's: and Perſian's my brother Gre | 
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whom I dearly loved going with the King, and Prinee 


0r0ndatesin that expedition was unfortunately drown'd 


in the Araxis by the fall of a Bridge. The loſs of that 
dear brother gave me a ſenſible affliction, which was 
encreaſed, when being Heireſs of the Province of the 
Maſſagetes the King intended to marry me to one of his 
unworthy Favourites, for whom IT had an utter averſion; 
And finding I could not ſhew it, if I Hayed in Scythia, 
and having a natural averſion to all men, I came away 
with one Maid, in whom I entirely confided, and en- 
tred your Country by long Journeys in the Equipage, 
you have ſeen us, not doubting (our minds ſo well 
agreeing) but to find ſhelter and protection from the 
Lyranny of men. I failed not in my expectation, being 
charitably received by the Queen your Mother, and be. 
came more dear to her, when the Gods by a miraculous 
power had encreaſed my forces to make me do that great 
Princeſs ſome conſiderable ſervice. S717 eie 
Intheſe terms Orithia recounted her adventures ſuc- 
cinctly to me, and the knowledge of her quality oblig d 
me to look upon her with more reſpect than before; 
And ſhe yet by her obliging carriage became more dear 
to me, ſo that I accounted that day a ſad one, wherein 
I ſaw her not, and when ſhe returned from hunting, 
or = expedition, I ran to her with open arms, and 
gaye her kiſſes, which ſhe received with inconceixable 


this familiarity, if it had not been carefully avoided by 
her ſelf, we had layn together. I often propoſed it to her, 
but her refuſal hindred me from preſſing it further. I 
declared to her my averſion againſt divers of our cuſtoms, 
and my reſolution rather to let the Crown fall to another 
family, than to give it an inheritrix by thoſe ſhameful 
ways, our former Queens had taken. Orithia highly 
approved that modeſt intention, and confirmed me 
in it by reaſons, which made me yet more in love witn 
ber virtue. 440; es f 
In the mean time when we were hunting together, if 
ſhe ſaw me obffinate in the purſuit of any dangerous 
beaft, ſhe would withhold me gently; and if the beaſt 
being preſt turned againſt us, ſhe would get before me, 
and expoſe her felt to the danger for my ſecurity, an 
made me viſibly find, my life was without compariſon 
dearer to her, than her on. All theſe Actions together 


jy and delight. And after we had a long tumetheld 
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with the Grace, wherewith ſhe accompanied them, and 
her charming converſation abſolutely mattered my f. 
ſections, and made me even fooh{hly fond of her.” She 
lived on this manner a whole year amongſt us, giving 
me proofs of her love, but ſuch as were very innocent 
When our neighbours invaded our Territories, and to 
revenge the ravagements they had made, an Army way 
raiſed, and the Queen gave Orithia the moſt important 
command in it, who did wonders in ſeveral Battels, 
wherein the Enemy was repulſed with much flaughter, 
and about that time I began to go into the Wars, de- 


firing to paſs my apprentiſhip with my dear Orithia, 


and in many dangerous fights/T never ſtirred from her 


fide, which J perceived much troubled her, and her 


care of my ſafety hindred her from running on into 
dangers, as ſhe did, when the had no other life to look 
to, but her own. She perpetually blamed the ardour, 
that carried me into the middeſt of our Enemies, and 


though her commands often called her elſe, where {he 


would not move from me, and when ſhe ſaw the point 
of any ſword or Javelin turned againſt me, ſhe op- 
poſed the paſſage of it, and ' neglected all the blows, 
that were made at her, to break thoſe, that might hare 
been fatal tome. e 7 | 
About that time we beſieged Phryne in Cilicia, and 
having made a reaſonable breach in the wall,” Ori:hia at 
the head of fix thouſand Amazons prepared to affanlt i. 
FE would needs fight by her fide, and notwithſtanding 
all her entreaties to perſwade me from it, I was fo obſti- 
nate in my refolation, that ſhe was conſtrained to fut- 
fer my company. She marched through the middelt 
of our Enemies Darts and Swords, with ſuch a fiercenels, 
as froze their courage, undauntedly mounting the ruins, 
defended by valiant men, and deſpiſing a cloud of ar- 
rows and ſtones, that came ſhowring upon her. Ste 
covered me writh her Shield, and encouraging our 
women by her glorious example, in ſpite of reſiſtance 
ſhe. got to the top of the breach, where we fought at 
handy blos; but after I had given ſome proofs of my 
yalour, conſiderable enough for one of my age; I was 
ſtunded either with the ſtroak of a club, or with a ſtone, 
and fell down ſenleſs at Orithia's feet. And certainly it 
vas my great good fortune to fall ſo near her, that ſince 
without her aſſiſtanca my death or captivity had been 
. inevi- 
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jofuriouſly ſe nſible of her loſs, as Or ithia was obſe 


having made a rampart. o 


never was Tygreſs, when robbed of 
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excat ory upon ſome. of the Enemies, that preſſed on to 
ake or Kill me, and ſheltering me with her body 72 8 


1 
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ter ſhield ga ve death to all, that came Bear her. And, 
ing, K ihe dead, bodies, which left 
her free room enough, ſhe took me up in her arms, and 
wrang towards Menaligna, pne of our women, who, 
commanded with her: Mienalippa (ſaid ſheg the Victory 
22 tale care to proſecute it. [ can ne it. r fight, 2 
live, unleſt my. Princeſs. he in ſafety... At theſe words. 
continuing to make way with her Iord, the came 
down with. ber burthen, through the paſſage, ſhe had 
opened her ſelf, before, and carried me-out of the fight 
with ſuch impatiency, and ſenſe of ſorrow, as ſhe... 
afterwards expreſſed to me, and as only the was able, 
o repreſent, | 1: 1:5 1 $555) WW will en 
As ſoon as we were in a place of ſafety, and ſnhe had 
taken off my Helmet, the freſh air reſtored me a little to 
my ſelf, and Orithia ſeeing me open my eyes, was lie 
to have died with exceſs of joy, as a little before ſhe, was 
like to have done with that of grief. I obſerved the 
mixture of joy and fear in her countenance, and de ſiring 
to aſſure her; Fear nothing (ſaid I) my dear Orithia,., 
| was only ſtunded, and I need but a; little reſt to per- 
fect my recovery. Her face grew ſettled at the hearing 
of theſe words, but not being too confident of them, ſhe: 
looked upon my head, where ſhe found no wound at 
all, by reaſon of the goodneſs of my Helmet, and that 
ſgbt compleating her joy, ſhe took me in her arms, and 
carried me into my Tent, where ſhe lay d me upon my 
bed, and kifled me ſhedding tears of or: 
The Queen, who with a good part of the Army had 
continued within the Camp to give orders, and Wwho 
had in vain endeavoured to keep me with het no ſooner 
heard the news of my diſaſter. but ſhe came running in 
i fright, to me, yet finding me reaſonably, well and 
knowing, ſhe was obliged only to Oriihia fox my ſafety, 


- 


e uttered ſuch dear .cxpreflions to her; as it is ĩmpoſſi- 
le for me to reſpect ;; but gur new! Amaxon had no 
ſooner ſeen me in a place of fafety; and out of danger, 
when forcing her ae Son, ſhe left me, and went back 
to the aſſault, from whence no other conſideration, but 
A I | mine 
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mine eould have drawn her. Her preſence was there Wh" 
very neceſſary, and the Enemies, who by her abſence 
had recovered courage, loſt it again by her return, ang WM" 
made but a vain reſiſtance againſt her valour, and the 
mew orders, ſhe gave; but as her return was fatal to 
the place, ſo likewiſe was it very profitable to the In- 
Habitants ; for her mercy ſaved many of them from the 00 


fury of our women, who would have put all to the but 
ſword without exception. Orithia oppoſed their inten- WI*" 
tion ſucceſsfully, and the credit, ſhe had with then MI” 
made them ſlacten ſomething of their oxdinary cruelty, ; 
when ſhe had ſet the City in ſome order, and left A. lac 
nalippa to command there. She came back to us, and 10 


found me almoſt recovered of my blow; yet was it in- x 
commodious to me for a few days, and during the ſtay * 
we made at that City, which the Queen entred the . 
next morning, I kept my bed eontinually, and as long oe 
as this War laſted, I received proofs of the like nature WI, 
from Orithia ; but it being ended by an advantageous Bl, 

peace we entred again into our own Territories. 1 
Theſe things happened about that time, that Alexa- By . 
der invaded Aſia and as an impetuous torrent over run WI" 
all thoſe Provinces that had belonged to Darius, the u 
greater part ſubmitting to him without reſiſtance, and 
were uſed favourably by him, who continued to them 
their former Governours, and ancient Priviledges. And 
the Queen finding her ſelf to weak to oppoſe him, meant 
to try gentle ways, and ſent Menalippæ and Clytemenefra, 
to repreſent, that his generoſity obliged him to leave us 
in our former liberties, and not to employ thoſe victori- 
ous Arms, which had conquered the greateſt part of 
Aſa, againſt feeble women. Alexander received our 
_ Ambaſſadors with much civility, and having told them, 
he had no intention to trouble our quiet, nor our laws, 
he turned his forees another way, and entred not into 
our Territories. The Queen was extreamly glad, {hc 
had diverted that ſtorm, and ſhe had taken that councel 
from Orithia, which in all probability contributed to 
the fafety of her Dominions. 11 . 
Not long after this I perceived Orithia from her na. 
tural livelyneſs fell into a deep Melancholly. She did 
all ſhe poſſibly could to diſſenible it, but it was vilibly 
perceived in her countenance: The affection, I bore 
her, made me one of the firlt, that took notice ve 

1 87 5 . an 
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and having often in vain attempted to learn the cauſe 
of it; I did all that I poſſibly could, to divert her 
ſom that ſadneſs. I made meetings of our gallant 
Ladies, whoſe er ought to have been capable to 
lillpate part of her diſcontentments. I made hunting 
matches and Journeys of pleaſure, as alſo Races an 
Combates on Horſeback for exerciſe, and for diverſion]; 
but her Melancholly was not at all abated by them, 
and I found only her affection to me made her comply 
with us in thoſe our paſtimes.. Rs owe 

We were together one day in the garden of the Pal- 
ace accompanied by ſome of our Maids, ho cut of 
reſpect kept at a diſtance, when Orithia (laid D Is ĩt 
pollble I ſhould diſſemble the cauſe, I have to take a 
thing ill from you, if you love me in the ſame degree, 


the occaſion of your diſcontents. This ſadneſs in our 
company viſibly demonſtrates an abatement in your af- 
fection, nor have you ſo much cauſe to love your friends; 
but that amongſt perſons, who love you ſo dearly, 1 
might find, where withal to comfort your ſelf in their 
abſence. If it be the loſs of your Province that afflicts 
you, you know, you may command in our ſpacious 
Dominions, and that I ſhall never be more joyſull, 
than when I ſhall be able to ſhare my fortune with you. 
Orithia at theſe words fetching a deep ſigh fixed her 
eyes upon my face, and ſtriving to retain ſome tears, 
which would have burſt forth with violence : Ah (faid 
ſhe) you are too generous, my fair, and my too dear 
Princeſs, to make ſo mean wrong judgment of my 
thoughts, and to ſuſpect me of a meanneſs unworthy of 
your affection. I take the Gods to witneſs, that it is 
without compariſon more dear to me and more co 
derable, than all the Empires of the Earth, and 
that for it I could forſake my neareſt kindred, my 
Country, and even my life it ſelf, which I have given 
entirely to you. After this proteſtation exempt me 
from taking new oaths to aſſure you, that it is neither the 
abſence of my friends, nor the loſs of my fortune, 
which troubles the ſweetneſs of that retirement, which 
I have found under your protection, my ſadneſs hath 
more lawful, and more glorious cauſes, and to make a 
Plain confeſbon of it, know 1t only proceeds from my 
ore to you, Llove you, my fair Princeſs, with an af- 
T F edtion, 


2 


„* 


that Ido you, I know you would :not{conceal from me 
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fection- worthy: of you, which is accompanied wi 
thole 6 and Dilouietoby ktacuccts; wick oy l 
Iypiteal-away all my joy, and diſturb my fepoſe, Ian: 
ima dying condition, when I am from you, and I c 

_  Jume; when I am in your preſence. I think, you le 
me too much, and yet I think you love me not encug Wi fo 


N continual confuſion hath loſt all ba 
| quulityzi£ 5 As 27 i 2BVT LEONID SLSER 14 110 

7 Qrichiahad' ſaid more, but I interrupted her wi mn 
my kind Endearments; and though I found ſometaing Wi Ct 
that was very ſtrange in her Diſcourſe, yet was it m. 
much obliging to me, that I could not forbear caſting en 
my Arms about her Neck, and Embracing her ſtrictiyꝛ WM bo 
good while. She 7 0 my Kiſſes with more fear and 
reſervedneſs, than ſne was uſed to do, and getting lcot 
fiuſt from my Embraces : Dear Orithia, (ſaid I) if win 
vou tell me were true, I ſhould be as Melancholly as you, 
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tanceI-may truly proteſt, that my affection yields not a ¶ Jet 
zibto-yours, and the Queen my Mother is not more deu cau 

to me, than your ſelf, and yet it produceth quite 'con- wh 
trary effects in you. I find ſo great a contentment in 
loving you, and being beloved by you, that if your fad- and 
nefs did not afflict me, our affection would cauſe no deat 
„2CCCCͥͥͥẽ.1dt. 1 
Ah Madam, (reply'd Orithia,) how different are cu the 
fortunes. Know iny dear Princeſs, that it is not mtb 
reſent ſufferings; that occaſions all my forrow ; but i ber, 

i the foreſight'of the future, that plunges me into th the 
deadly Melancholly. | You love me now, and ycu lore Mp Vit 
me more than 1 deſe ve, but alas! This affection, which Tea 
gives me an imperfect happineſs, frees me not from m Hece 
fears, and without doubt will forſake me, when 1 (hall WJ imp 


Mind in the greateſt need of it. You will ceaſe to lore 
me; when my affections ſhall be truly known to you un 
and I ſhall ceafeto live, when you ſhall ceaſe to lest 
me. She made an end of theſe words with trouble, and 
fixing her Eyes upon the ground with fome kind of teal 
and confuſion, ſhe remained a long time in that po{tut 
without looking upon me; but I being deſirous to draw 
her out of a diſtruſt, which grieved me: My dear Orithi 
(aid I) J cannot gueſs at the cauſe of your tuſpic!0 
nor do I know. what proofs you have of my inconſtanq 
that you ſhould apprehend ſuch ſtrange effects of it. | 
love you really, as my ſelf, and if it be in my 1 
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hat youth 
u er of the 
ou, {hall never er 
axed up a little 
hat 1 tound, ſhe wa 
I was) preparing my ſelf 
new aſſurances, 
| aden, a 
while after wa 
hat joyned to; 


oppole the Law 
rat my. * 
oever 1 latter My, 
pure and to perfect, to make ul 
immodeſt cuſtoms ot her Coun 
her too well, to ſeek my Fortune 
Lloye, loves her ſelf too well, 
the conſtitution of a Goyern 
ed ſo many years, 
known and deceitfu 
and make Thaleſtris lee, 


of: 
ſtabliſh your 
all be ever happy, 
Gods, WhO bear 18 , whach 
nd but with my life. 
at this diſcourſe, yet not 
3 not. freed. from her 
the Queen 
leing with 
our Pallace, I 
led to a ſecret Ax- 
with Sighs, 
went ſoftly 


3 


into a Path, that led to 
heard a Voice interrupte 
but Hyppolita with me, 


to the G 
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Calandra. 
pineſs, live in aſſurance, 
ce 1 pruteſt to you by 


1. 


Fr 


and to for 


fir 022 
5 4 
Wretch, 


Eriendſſiip of 


by thoſe w: 
to overturn. 
which has ſubſiſt- 
ſake a Scepter for an un- 
Orithia. Die then Miſerable Wretch, 
that thou embraceſt death ra- 
ther, than the occaſion of offending her any mor 
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Blood ſhall waſh away part of the Crimes, t hou haf 
committed againſt her, and ſhe without doubt will par. 
don them, when ſhe remembers, thou diedſt to giveher 
—ͤ rw 3177 in nor 
IL undexſtood almoſt nothing by theſe words,” though 
they put into ſtrange ſuſpicion; and yet I was 10 
troubled adh, that contrary to my reſolution I could 
— Arbor} wh Orith 
e open part-aF the Arbour-; whereupon Orithia turn- 
ing der e reſently ſaw' me, wick ſight put her 
into fuck a confuſion, which I am unable to expreſs to 
yon, when getting up, and believing by what ſhe per- 
cei ved in my Countenance, that I had heard all ſhe had 
faid, ſhe caſt her ſelf on a ſudden at my Feet, and re 
doubled my aſtoniſnment by that action. I was already 


ste down upon one of the ſeats, and beholding her in 
that condition, I had neither ſtrength to raiſe her up, 


nor courage to ask the cauſe of what I ſaw ; but ſhe drew 
me out of that perplexity, when without lifting up her 
Eyes to me: Madam, (ſaid ſhe) it has pleaſed the Gods, 
that my deceit ſhould be at laſt diſcovered, and my hap- 

pineſs, though but an imperfect one, has in the end be. 


ved from the Waters, was to periſh by a more Noble 
eſtiny, and that death was too common for a petſon, 
whom they reſerved to ſuch extraordinary Fortunes. Iam 


3 755 an envy in them? This miſerable Man, whom they 
d 


anImpoſtor, Madam, I am a Deceiver, L have abuſed your 


good neſs with an impudence, that deſerves no mercy, 


5 ànd 1 ſubmit my felt to the rigour of thoſe Laws, which 


your Sex have eſtabliſned againſt ours. You may take 


revenge upon the Brother for the Siſters Treacheries, and 


puniſh the true Orontes for the Crimes of the falſe Orithia. 
am that Prince equally happy and unfortunate, ſaved 
from drowning, to end my life more glorioufly at your 
Feet, and too proud of my Fate, ſince I revived from 
an ordinary death, only that I might die for Love, and 
and that of the faireſt aud moſt lovely Princeſs in the 
World. I implore not your goodneſs here, to obtain a 


Pardon, which I have not deierved. The Gods are my 


Witneſſes, that I no longer love a Life, that begins to 


diſpleaſe you, and I proteſt alſo before them, ator " 


_ 
* 


abate any thing of my affection to Jo 


pronounce the Sentence of death again me. 


Ke 
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a little noiſe, by coming about to 
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Part II. 


. gave no ear to them, and was fo ſeized with that un- 
el jooked for Declaration, that I had ſcarce any ſenſe or 


ons th: NY leute or. 
knowledge remaining; but when had recovered out of 


te amazement, I was in, my Thoughts inſtantly ran 


lo Wl to revenge, and my reſentment layed the Cheat, that, 


d bad been put upon me, before my Eyes in ſuch lively 
to colours, that I could not but break forth with vio- 


" lence ; all the favours, he had ſtoln from me, aud all 
ct ile innocent familiarities, that T had granted him, came. 
to crowding into my Memory, and making a mixture of 
r. WH Shame and Anger dy'd my Face with a fury, and 
ad WF kindled a deadly wrath in my Mind. In theſe firſt mo- 
te- tions, after having look'd upon him with a threatning 


ye: Traytor (ſaid I) thou ſhalt dy, and ſince thy 
in Wl treachery is without example to all thoſe of thy Sex, 
up, Wl who ſhall attempt to put that Tyranmcal Yoak again 
ew upon ours, which we have {o nobly thrown off, Hope 
her for no Mercy from her, thou halt fo unworthly offend- 
xls, ed, and ſince thou haſt baſely abuſed that innocent at- 
ap- fection, I bore to thee, dy for the reparation of a Crime, 
be: which all thy Blood is not able to waſh away. a 
hey WM. The difſembled Orithia, whilſt I fpake theſe words, 
ble continued on her Knees, and as ſoon as I had ended. 
on, tem: Ves, Madam, (replied ſhe with an aſſured 
ain Voice) I willdy, and 1 will value my Death above the 
out Empire of the Amaxbns. *Tisno ſmall recompence o. 
Cy, WM Orontes for the ſervice, he has done yon, to have th? 
nich bonour to dy for yoti, and I proteſt to vou by thoſe fair 
take Eyes, which will light me to my Grave, I dy ſatisſſed, 
and I ünce for the reparation of the offence, T have committed. 
this. | ove you a Life, that never was bur yours; only? 
ved Madam, if the remembrance of that affection, you jultly? 
o acute me for having unworthily abuſed, be no cri- 
T0 


and I am going to thed,? to receive it for the expiation 
the of my guift, and not to preſerve any hatred : after 
in ay death to him, who hath indeed offcnd=d the Princeſs 
„ ůͤ : GEE 5 


8 he Vhilſt he utteftzd tlieſe words, I made ſome reflecti- 
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Aue and yerfedtaffection. This N mollifie. l. 
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Fez, 


This lovely Impoſtor fail many other words, but 1 


mnal in your mind, I conjure you by the Blood, 


"ns upon the ſerviets he had done me, a cd of the proof, 
hic with { mach hazard he had ven me of a molt. 
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the gracefulneſs wherewith he accompanied them, made 
me flacken ſomething of the ſtrictneſs of my firlt motions, 
which had deftin'd him to death, and made me believe, 
I conld not without Ingratitude and Inhumanity Sacri- 
fice a Life, which he had voluntarily given me, and 
which he had deſpiſed for the prefervation of mine. In 
theſe laſt thoughts I caſt my Eyes upon him, and forcing 

back ſome Sighs, which hindred the courſe of my Words: 

Iwill not take thy life (ſaid I) Igive it to thoſe ſervices, 

I have received from thee, and I leave it to the remorſe 

of thy own Conſcience, which ſhall revenge me for 

the offence thou haſt committed. Live, to. repent thy 
Crime, but live fo far from hence, that 1 may never ſee 

thee in this Country more. | 8 

Having ſpoken thus, I aroſe from the place, where! 
ſate, and went out of the arbour ſo troubled, that! 
knew not what to do with my ſelf. I took no heel 
what became of Orontes, and coming to the place, where 
I had left Hyppolita, who preſently obſerved the altera- 
tion in my countenance, and having asked me the cauſe 
of it, I related my adventure to her. She was wonder- 
fully ſurprized at it, and bore the ſame part in that 
misfortune, the was wont to bear in all things, that 
concerned me; yet ſhe having naturally a great deal 
of goodneꝶ, and the feigned Orithia having taken much 
care to gain her friendſhip, ſhe deplored her difalter 
With wows,that begot ſome pity in my felf, and took 
the liberty waaccuſe me of ſome inhumanity, and uſed 
ſo many'reafOhs againſt my reſentment, that at laſt] 
was neaffy touch'd with jorrow for being conſtrained 
to baniſh a perſon for ever, whoſe merit and former ſer- 
vices had wrought in me a ſtrong Inclination. 
We ſpent'the day in that entertainment, and the fol- 
lowing night I was toſt with great diſquiets, ſo that the 
next day appeared, before I had cloſed my eyes. When 
it was dinner time, the Queen asked for Orithia, but {it 
came not, and her ſervants, of whom ſhe enquired alt 
her, affirmed, that fince the day before ſhe had not te. 
turned into her lodging. That anſwer put the Queen ini 
lome trouble, and having cauſed her to be fought all the 
reſt of the day fox her departure, or for the accident, thi 
might have befallen her: can it be poſſible ( ſaid ſhe) thi 
our dear Orithia ſhould have left us, without bidding 
us farewel; but ought we not rather to fear ſome un 
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which I took by ber cntreatly, 


go therefore to feck 
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tune ſeparates her from us, and deprives us of the 

ammiable perſon in the world. 1 

I beſe words began to touch me to the heart, and the 
Gods, who deſtined me to many diſaſters, gave me al- 

ready an unprofitable. repentance. At night being re- 

tired to my Chamber, Hyppolita ee me a letter, 
which ſhe had received from one of Orithias women, 
and opening it found 
(as J had gue ſſed) that it came from Orithia and Hon I 
wad theſe words: FP oo 
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MAD AM, I depart, 
with your ſight I leave, this Countrytrom hence 
ou have baniſhed me forever. 
death, that I go away, for 

to have demanded it of the 
* of my crime. 
' :thour intereſſing you in 


5 diſpleaſures by it, _ 
fflicted me more ſenſibly. than death it ſell. I 
7 it far from hence, and to free the 
Earth from that ambitious Orithia, who by the great - 
bels of her crime hath merited your indignation; nor 
„Would ſhe however have reſiſted that remorſe, to 
which you gave her over, and which: would juſtly 

have -puniſhed her for troubling the tranquillity. of 


Jour foul. I beg of tlie Gods to reſtore it you for ever, 


and to conſerve it to you as entirely, as I have and 


will unto my grave that paſſion, which leads ine 


_ thther 
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; thither by its violence, by your will, and by the 
knowledge of my fault. In the mean time, Moſt lovely 
« Princeſs, if the Prayers of one ſo guilty may be receiy- 
ed by you, ſuffer me once again to implore your 
pardon, for the offences I have comnutted, and at the 
© extremity of my life to conjure you, not to hate the 
© memory of a perſon, who hath offended you only 
©1n loving you, and who hath loved you only with the 
© moſt pure and perfect affection, a heart is able to con- 
© ceive. Grant me this favour with generoſity, as I give 
my life with joy, and if the fault of a guilty Orithia 
come ſometimes into your mind, remember, that if ſhe 
© was to blaine, it was rather through love, than malice, 
© and that though ſhe was imprudent, though ſhe was 
< preſumpruous, yet was ſhe ever faithful, and died as 
© ſhe had lived yours. | 1 
I know not how to expreſs to you Sir, with what 
motions my foul was touched at the reading of theſe 
words, but certainly tenderneſs and pity never pro- 
duced more ſudden, nor more powertul effects in a 
heart poſſeſſed with anger and reſentment, than the) 
did at that time in mine. The Letter fell out of ny 
band, when looking on Hyppolita without ſpeaking a 
word, I ſet forth my ſorrow by my ſilence, and by tome 
tears, which I could not poſſibly retain. Then 1t was, 
that Orithia repreſented het ſelf to my es in her moſt 
lovely ſhape, and if to baniſh thoſe thoughts that argued 
for her, I fancied her to iny felf, that preſumptuous 
Orontes, who had malicioutly deceived me, and abutct 
wy favours, and my eaſineſs, ſhe would return within 
a moment to my memory, as that charming Orithia, 
who had expoſed her ſelf to ſuch manifeſt hazards to ſet 
me, and to ſerve me, who in a ſtorm of blows had 
faved me from a death, which without her kind at 
 Aiſtance had been inevitable, who by her valour had 
reſtored me to the Queen my Mother,who by a tkouſand 
Actions of that nature had heretofore won my heart, 
with a moſt abſolute Empire, and for a concluſion died 
for me, and died with a reſignation and fidelity, which 
the rigour of my uſage had not been able to ſhake. O 
Sous! how ſenſible was this remembrance to me! 1 
took up the Letter again, and reading it over divers 
times, I ſuffered my ſelf to be inſenſibly carried away into 
a paſſion very little different from that, which is 1150 
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Love. All that Princes good qualities, and all the proofs, 


he had given me of his affection appeared unto me then 


with ſo much advantage, that it was impoſſible for me 
to defend my ſelt both againſt the grief of his misfor- 


tune, and againſt the birth of that paſſion, for which 1 


10 much ſince have ſuffered. 00 

To be ſhort, Sir, if I loved him as Orithia before, I 
began to love him now as Oronres, I could neither find 
ſtrength enough in the conſideration of that virtue, 1 
propoſed unto my ſelf, nor in that of our Laws, to reſiſt 
the violence of my deſtiny. I ſpent the might in cruel 
agitations, and if T went to cloſe my eyes, to hope, that 
ſleep would give ſome reſpite to my diſquiets 3 Orontes. 
came preſently into my imagination with that graceful- 
nels, that accompanied all his Actions. I made no dif- 
ficulty to truſt Hyppolita with my diſquiets, and with 
the birth of my affection. That diſcreet Maid endea- 
voured to — me, and to bamſh from my mind 
thoſe thoughts, that fruitleſly afflicted me. She repre- 
ſented, how unprofitable all the reflections, I could 
make to his advantage were in conſideration of the con- 
ſtitution of our Government. And though in ſome: 
degree ſhe pitty'd Orontes, and took his part, her belief 
that my paſſion was not paſt remedy made her uſe all 
attempts to blot him out of my remembrance... The 
Queen came to viſit me, and being her ſelf deeply af- 
flicted for the departure or loſs of Orithia, ſhe thought 
1dnot ſtrange, that I was ſo ſenſibly grieved for it. 

I ſpenc many days in ſtriving with my ſelf to baniſh 
that ſad remembrance out of my mind, and to that end 
[ diverted my ſelf with company hunting exerciſe, and 
all the paſtimes, which formerly had been able tocharm 
part of my diſcontents; but I no longer found the fame 
virtue in them, and whereſoever I was, and whatſoever 
I did, the image of Orantes was (till before me, and by 
his reproaches troubled the repoſe, I vainly ſought for. 
And that War, which I made againſt my forrows; and 
againſt my remorſe, greatly impaired my health, and 
wrought a viſible alteration in my humour, and in my 
countenance, I had ſpent ſome Months in this courſe 


of life, when my grief received a fatal ſurcharge, and I 


had not yet dried up my tears for the loſs of Orithiz, 
when the death of the Queen my Mother gave me à ſad 


occaſion, to pour them forth afreſh, | That good Prin- 
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ceſs, who ſo dearly loved me, was taken away in the 
flower of her age, and a ſudden violent feaver deprived 
me ot her in the ſpace of eight days. A few hours be- 
fore ſhe expired having ſent for me to her Bed- ſide, and 
alledged ſome reaſons to comfort me for her loſs, ſhe 
gave me inſtructions to rule by, and conjured me by a 
molt ardent affection, never to permit our Laws ſhould 


be violated, but tather to periſh for the conſervation of 


that Liberty, which our predeceſſors. had obtained by 
the Sword, and which, till than we had fo couragiouſly 
defended I anfwered her only with my Tears and Sighs, 
and within a fe Moments after I had received her laſt 
Embraces, I ſaw her ſhut her Eyes for ever. 

This {id rembrance interrupred the fair Amazons diſ- 
courſe, and cauſing her to ſhed ſome Tears, obliged 
Prince Orondates to ſpeak ſome words of Conſolation to 


her; but within a while after being a little ſettled ſhe 


went on with her relation on this manner. | 

I make you judge, Sir, ofthe greatneſs of my affiicti- 
on, for the loſs of a Mother, who loved me with the 
tendereſt affection imaginable. I did all that the weak- 
neſs of a Woman makes them uſe to do in ſuch like en- 
counters; but in the end my grief in moderating wore 
away with time, reaſon, and the perſwaſion of my 
Friends, who earneſtly deſired me to leave off my La- 
TR and take ſome care of Governing my Sub- 
jet i | | 

I was ſolemnly Crown'd and received power over 
that Scepter in a ſea ſon, when my Youth and Paſſions 
rendred me uncapable of any over my felf. I began my 
Reign with Tranquility enough, and I was willing ac- 
_ cording to Orithia's Councel, to ſweeter the harſhneſs 
of our Laws a little, and take away that Tincture of Bar- 
barity they had in them. I prohibited our Women {to 
kill any of their Male Children, and commanded them 
only to make them be carried to the Cappadocians, or ſome 
others of our Neighbours, and to exchange them for 
Daughters, if they found any opportunity. I ordained, 
that thoſe Men, who by Tempeſts or any other Accidents 
were caſt upon our Coaſts, ſhould be kindly treated, 
and ſent away without receiving any injury, whereas 


before they were ufually put to the Sword without Mercy. 


And I altered many other things in the ſeverity of our 


Cuſtoms, fo that in a little time a milder face of Govern- 
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ment appear d, than it was wont to ſhew in the Reigns 
of former Queens. ie een en, 

In this ſtate of affairs I paſſed whole years without a- 
ny other Troubles, than thoſe of the diſcontents of my 
Mind, and with much more Tranquility in my Govern- 
ment, than in my Heart. Lat my coming to the Crown 
had confirmed the Truce, which the Queen my Mother 
had made with the Clians our Neighbours, and our 
uſualEnemies; Neobanzanes had been their Governor un- 
der Darius, and having of flate followed Alexander 
party, he by him was confirmed in the abſolute Autho- 
rity of that Kingdom, and in as Soveraign a power, as 
if he had been the lawful King of it. That ambitious 
Man deſiring to enlarge his confines, and to extirpate us 
Women from the Face of the Earth, who had held him 
in play, and often put him to the worſt, took the Field 
to invade our Territories with an Army of thirty thou- 
ſind Men. They at firſt made ſome Progreſs on our 
Frontiers, and defeated ſome of our Forces, whom the 


- Truce had made ſecure and negligent ; but within a 


while after laying Siege to one of our Cities, he gaye me 


leiſure to raiſe an Army as (trong, as his. I marched 


directly towards him with great diligence, of which he 

no ſooner had News, but he raiſcd his Siege, and march- 

ed directly to meet me, hen in a few days our Army 
faced each other in a large Plain between the is and 
the Thermodoon. And having got intelligence, that 

Neobarzanes had given the Left Wing of his Army to 

lus Brother Tiſaphernes, and kept the Right under his 
own particular Command, I followed his Example, and 
giving myLeft to Menalippa, I took the Right my ſelt, that 
might encounter Tiſaphernes, whom I believed much 
more dangerous, man his Brother. I. was not deceived 
11 my expectation; for the ſhock of the two, Armies 
Tiſaphernes and I charged one another, and having brok- 
en our Javelins without effect, we Combated with our 


Swords in a very furious manner, till the throng croud- 


ing parted us; upon which we retired to our reſpective 
oinmands. I will not be tedious to you with the re- 
lation of that Battel, it was ſufficiently Bloody, and the 
ictory was diſputed by the death ofa great number on 
either ſide, but in the end it declared for me and the 
Enemy loft the Field; leaving about fifteen thouland of 
their Men dead and wounded behind them; but not- 
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withſtanding having ſlain ſeven or eight thouſand of 
our women, and wounded many of the reſt, the night 
hindred a more abſolute defeat. And the next morn- 
ing by break of day the Cilicians finding their great loſs 
diſencamped, when having buried our dead, and taken 
care of our wounded, we purſued them by. haſty 
marches, and fell often upon the rear of ſuch, as were 
caſt behind. We purſued them to their frontiers with 
a great deal of execution; but whilſt we were in 
doubt, whether we ſhould enter their Territories after 
them, to render our Victory more compleat, and to 
revenge at full the injuries they had done us, news 
was brought, thar they had received a ſupply of ten 
thouſand men. This hindred us from paſſing further, 
and made us ſtand on our guard. And eobarzer; 
proud of this ſuccour, not doubting to ptevaile over 
us, tired as we were, and leſſened in number, return- 
ed haſtly to renew the fight. Some of our women, be- 
fore we joyn d in Battel gave councel from their long 
experience in Martial affairs, that we ought to reful: 
it, and make an orderly retreat, but the younger ſcrt, 
and thoſe of the moſt couragious ſpirits were all on 
fire, to give a ſecond defeat to thoſe Enemies, they 
had ſo lately ſeen to fly before them. They carried it 
by a multitude of voices. The ground inforced me t 
divide our Army into three bodies, and the third! 
gave to Clitemneſtra; And as ſoon as day appeared we 
marched towards our Enemies, with a great deal o 
courage. The day was very fair, and the Sun ſhining 
upon our arms made the two Armies a gallant fight, 
but it was quickly changed, and all the beauty the 
had in their drawing near, was inſtantly loſt in hot 
tour, and in the blood, that flowed from many thon- 
ſand wounds. 5 | 
-* WhiltI was ranging through the fighting ſquadron, 
who were mingled with one another, 7i{apheri 
knowing me again made way with his {word to met! 
ine 3 Aid coming up briskly now (cried he) let Bi 
finiſh the Combat, we began at the former Barre, and 
let us withdraw out of this croud, that we may end It 
without hinderance, and without advantage. I pre 
ſencly confented, and following him to a more opel 
place, Whilſt I was turning about to take my carrec! 
Famindful of fuch Trearchery, he ſtruck me ſuche 
N 5 „5 1 : e blow 
2 


2 Fj ey r AY eee r * 


=" Xt 43 35 . . porehnnt nn 


al. 


of his broken Army. As ſoonas that wicked man ſaw 


part ll. of Caſſandra. 201 


blow on the head - piece, that he beat down the creſt 


with the plumes, that covered it, and perceiving me a 


a little dazled, he went to redouble his ſtroke, but 
ſuddenly turning I ruſhed upon him, and luckily find- 
ing the defeft of his courage, I ran my {word up to the 
hilt in his body* Tiſaphernes fell dead with the wound 
at my Horſes feet, but er'e I could well recover my 
ſword, 1 was again charged behind with ſo weighty 
a ſtroak, as went near to have tumbled me to the 
round; but recovering and facing about in a great 
ury, I law Neobarzanes himſelſ, who to ſuccour or 
revenge his brother had fallen upon me with a great 
many of his men, I ſought him our in the very midſt 
of them, and aiming my ſword at his very eyes, I 
gave him ſuch a terrible ſhock, that I threw him be- 
bdes his ſaddle, and made him tumble among the feet 
of their Horſes, that followed him, but they preſently 
remounted him, and a great many of them came 
pouring upon me with exceeding fury. I had then 
een in a great deal of danger, if Menalippa had nor 
ſuddenly come to my reſcue with ſome of her troops; 
And the Enemy drawing up theirs, within a ſhort 
ſpace the moſt dangerous and bloody part of the fight 


happened in that place. We fought fo obſtinately, 


that both Armies were almoſt defeated; yet with ſome 
ſtroggling we obtained this ſecond Victory with the 
death of about ten thouſand of our women. That 
great loſs fo much exaſperated me againſt Neoharzanes 
and his ſoldier, that I was blindly obſtinate in the 


purſuit of chem, till I found J was engaged in a wood, 


that had very narcow paſles, where I was ſuddenly ſur- 
rounded. And though I rumbled Neobarzares from 


his Horſe, and flew a great many, that oppoſed me 


in the defence of his life; Vet almoſt all my women 


about me being killed or diſabled by wounds, I at laſt 
was beaten to the ground, ſeized on by a number of 


Enemies, and bound upon a Horſe, which was pre- 
ſently ſent away for fear I ſhould have been reſcued, 
and ſcarce knew where I was, till I ſaw my ſelf within 
the walls of Phryze, the ſame City, which before had 


been taken by che valour of Orithia, and which the Ci- 
licians had afterward recovered from us, and into 


which Neobar ganes had retired with the ſmall remainder. 


me, 
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me, from whom I expected no good uſage : The Gods, 
bloody woman (ſaid he his eyes ſparkling with rage 
and fury) have at laſt delivered thee into my hands 
whom they have'deſtmed the revenger of hy crueltiez. 
And if the death of my dear brother, and of many 
thouſand of my ſoldiers, which cry for vengeance 
againſt thee, can not be ſatisfied with that of one 
woman, I ſhall at leaſt have this ſatisfaction, to puniſn 
the head for the crimes of the whole body, and ap. 
peaſe my brothers Ghoſt by the blood of her, that de. 
prived me of him. ee 
I heard theſe words without any ſenſe of terror. and 
being no more, than I expected from ſuch an Enemy, 
having a good while looked upon him with a ſcorn, 


that might incenſe him the more, I replyed at lat, 
without being moved : I expected neither favour, nor ( 


good uſage of thee. I ſhould think it a ſhame to 
receive that from thee, which thou never ſheweſt to 
any body: Do not believe, thou canſt affrigt me with 

thy threats; Fortune the Goddets, whom thou adoreſt, 

and who puffs up thy empty ſoul, never had an Em- 
poire over mine, and can neither deject it, nor ſubduꝛ 
it to thee. Thou alone art guilty of thoſe Cruelties, 


with which thou reproacheſt me. I have defended my 


Territories, which contrary to the Law of Nations, 
and thy promiſe given, thou moſt unjuſtly dideſt in- 
vade, and if thy brother and thy ſoldiers have fallen 
in thy quarrel, they died like valiant men, and have 
received their puniſhment for thy crime, from which 
thou freeſt thy ſelf by flight. RO 
- Theſe words were ſufficient to redouble his fury, and T 
carry him to extremity. againſt a perſon, who braved 
"and reviled him, though a priſoner ; bur the little bor 
beauty, wherewith ſome had flattered me, and on ne 
which at this time he caſt his eyes with moſt baſe and ane 
guilty deſigns, ſuſpended his anger, and hindred it apf 
from breaking forth with violence, but not him from tn 
anſwering with a grim and dangerous ſmile: We will har 
* ſee (ſaid he) whether your conftancy will hold out to fro 
the end, and if you will be as couragious in the cer- Wane 
ta inty of your death, as you are in the expeRation of Heel 
a pardon, by reaſon of your Sex; but in that you but b 
_ © vainly hope. For what you will not obtain upon theſe {Mi 
Words, he commanded me to be taken from 15 wh 
in N , i 
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m. and to be conveyed to a Chamber, which was to 
e my Priſon, where I found ſome conſolation in the 
company of three women, that were ſent by him to 
wat on me. I alſo had Chirurgeons to drefs thoſe 
wounds, I had received in the Battel, and ſuch other 
neceſlarles brought me, as well ſuited the condition of 


Priſoner of my Quality. 


The End of the Third Bl. 
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CONTINUATION _ 
Of the ſecond Part 


65. e 1 
CASSANDRA 
HOOK , 
THE uſage, I had received from Neobarzanes at the | 

beginning of my captivity, began quickly to alter 
for the better, and the women appointed to wait on 


me began to ſerve me with great diligence and reſpet,  —- 
and he often ſent to enquire of my health, before he 


ic appeared again before me in perſon, which he in a little 
om time did, labouring with all his'cunning to excuſe the 
vill harchneſs of the uſage, he had ſhown at firſt, and 
to from that fell to ſpeak to me of his deteſted affection, 
and the exceſs of his love towards me, which infini- 

of tely offended me, and if I had been at liberty, I ſnould 
but MW ave puniſhed that inſolency with my own hands and 
ee bave made him to feel that force to the purpoſe, of 


Which he had had experience to his ſhame 3 but in the 


_ have thy wiſh, when rifing up, and drawing a dagger, 


5 ciently teſtißied che meanneſs of his ſpirit, | and though 
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condition I was, I had but too many reaſons to my. 
derate my fury, and prudence enough to diſſemble 
part of it, though I anſwered as often as he troubled 
me With any ſuch like diſcourſe ſharply enough, and 
made him ſee by my ſcorn and diſdain how muck] 
contemn'd and deſpiſed him ſo, that when he found 
all gentle ways utterly unprofitable to him, and 
what ever perſwaſions he could uſe ; and my hatred the 
more incenſed againſt him, was his deſpair of bringing 
me to the terms he defired made him fly into extre- Inc 
mities, reſolving if poſſible to gain that ſatisfaction by WI 7 
violent ways, which he ang perceived was unattai- get 
nable by his flatteries; when one day coming into my ha 
Chamber with that wicked intention, he made ſigns les. 
to my women to withdraw, and being alone with me, Meta 
after having caſt his eyes on my face with a wondering lau 
look: It is no longer time, Thaleſtris, ſaid he, to di- h. 
ſemble my intention: I am weary of ſuffering a pain, 
which I can remedy my (elf, and of ſuing. vainly to 

her, whom I can compel to ſatisfy me. I have made 

you offers, which you imprudently diſdained, and! 
will offer you nothing more, bur the choice of death, 
or of my love. OEM, — | 

Though theſe words a little ſurprized me, yet was 
T not at all in doubt, what anſwer I ſhould return; 
but looking upon him with more ſcorn than ever: 
Thy threats (ſaid I) cannot terrifie me. I prefer death 
before thy deteſted affection, and all manner of tor- 
cures, before the ſatisfaction thou demandeſt. Since 
thou deſireſt death (replyed he furiouſly) thou ſhalt 


which he wore concealed, he lifted his arm to itrike 
it into my breaſt, but not reſolving to looſe a life 
(though at that time I little roparided? tamely, to giv 
a monſter the contentment of taking it away, I flev 
upon him, and with my left hand ſtopt his arm, that 
was lifred up to ſtab me, and with my other arm 
graſping him about the middle, I after a little ttruggling 
thre him to the ground, and eaſily wreſted the dag- 
ger from him, Tnen it was in my power to have 
taken away his infamous life; but the baſe wretch, 
who loved it more than I did mine, was afraid of lo- 
ling it, and begged it of me with words, which fuff- 
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e vas unworthy of that mercy, I thought him alſo. 
mworthy to receive it at my hands, and inſtantly 
making my ſelf Miſtris of my juſt reſentment : Riſe 
oward-({aid I) thou deſerveſt neither death nor pardon. 
rom Thaleſtris, and therefore ſhe will give theeneither, 
Mit leaves thee a life, which ſhe cannot without diſ- 
honour take from ſuch a one as thou art; And as thou 
knoweſt my ſtrength is above thine; ſo thou alſo ſhalt 
know, that my goodnels is equal to thy baſeneſs. | 
Neobarzanes' made no anſwer to theſe words, but 
getting on his feet; and caſting down his eyes full of 
ſhame and confuſion, he went out of my Chamber, 
lezving his dagger in my hand. If I had been in another 
eſtate, this adventu e would have affoarded matter of 
laughter, and there was cauſe enough to deride a man, 
who ſo weakly had attempted ſo high an enter prize; 
but the condition I then was in, made me inſenſible 
of any diverſion. After this I remained three or four 
days without ſeeing him, or hearing from him, and I 
began to believe, there might be ſome amendment in 
him, when being one night in bed, I was awakened 
about two hours before day by a dreadful noife, which 
made caſt a looſe gown about me, and haſtly run to 
the window, where I heard horrible crys in the ſtreet, 
but was unable to learn the cauſe, er e I heard a violent 
beating at my Chamber-door, which with-many blows 
few open; when reſolving to defend my life, or my 
chaſtity, which was more dear to me, I lay'd hold of 


I law by the lights, that always burned in my Chamber 
by night, for fear of a ſurprize, that wicked man 
enterd with his drawn ſword, attended by many others. 
As ſoon as he perceived me, Thaleſtris, (cryed he with 
a terrible voice) E muſt dye, fince my hopes are dead, 
and ſince I muft looſe thee and my ſelf, I will keep 
thee from laugh and triumphing in m ruin, He had 
hardly ended theſe words, when he fle directly at me, 
and without giving me leaſure, to reproach his ingrati- 
tude after the mercy I had ſhewed him, he made a 
thruſt, which had run me quite through unarmed, as 1 
Was, if I had not "bowed my body, to avoid it. I 
elcaped that danger by ſtooping ſuddenly, and ſtriking 
up tne point of his ſword with the dagger, I held in 
my hand, I made it flip over my ſhoulder, and run- 
6:4 es | ning 


7 


the dagger, Mobaranes had left behind him. When 


206 The Hiſtory. Part I 
ning under it, I ſeized on the guard with my left hand 
and with my right I ſtabbed the dagger into his breaſ 
ſo forcibly, that he fell dead at my feet, and his ſword 
remaining in my hand, I ſet my ſelf ro diſpute my life 
with thoſe, that came along with him, and ſoon layd 
two of them dead by their Maſterz but being hardly 
preſſed by their number, I was conſtrained to retire 90 
the wall, that I might prevent being ſurrounded by 
them, and there I Faden death and terror among 
them, till I had received a great many wounds, from 
which the blood flowed in abundance, and cauſe 
ſuch a weakneſs, That I could not much longer hays 
defended a life, aſſaulted by ſo great a diſadvantage; 
but when I deſpaired of ſafety, the Gods ſent me ati- 
mely Aid. Iheard a great noiſe upon the ſtaires, and 


ſaw a great many ruſh in armed, who flew upon 


_ thoſe, that charged me, and ſoon gave death to a great 
many of them. The leader of this ſuccour did the 
greateſt execution, ſtriking no blows, that were not 
mortal, which quickly covered the floor with blood, 


| Fro with dead bodies, and when they had made them - 


Ives a paſſage to come to me: Courage, (cryed ons 
ot my defenders) Courage, Madam, you are delivered, 


3 Jud your Enemies are deſtroyed. Being very well ac- 


Iuainted with that voice, I preſently knew it to be 
chat of my faithful Hyppolita, and ſoon obſerved, they 
were my Amazons, from whom I received this al 
ſiſtance, by whoſe Aid I quickly obtained an abſolute 
Victory over thoſe, that had affaulted me, and ny 
women ſeeing my blood flow, were ſo exaſperated at 
that fight, that they gave no quarter, inſomuch that 
my Chamber was a ſpectacle full of horrour, in which 
I had no deſire ro ſtay any longer, but by the affiftance 
of my women, that had attended me by the order of 
Neobarzanes, and had hid themſelves in a cloſer, out 
of which they were brought trembling. I was lead to 
another, and put into à bed, and had my wounds 
dreſſed, when Menalippa informed me, that they had 
taken the City by ſurprize, and that all my Enemis 
in it were dead or dying. Though fon i5 not but 
conceive a joy at their good ſucceſs, yet being trou- 
| bled, that ſo many innecent perſons ſhould fall witl 
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My dear friends faid I to thoſe about me; I hold 
my life from the Gods and from you. Let us not ſtir 


them up againſt us after the mercies we have received, 
and let us not diſhonour our Victory by an exceſs of 
cruelty. There is blood enough ſhed-already: If any 
of our Enemies are alive, let them have quarter given 
them, and let thoſe be ſpared, that ceaſè to make re- 
fftance, Chremneſtra went preſently away to execute 
that order, and the lives of many were ſaved by her 
timely reſtriction, and when J had refted à little the 


remainder of that night, and the day following, with- 


out being interrupted, as the Chir ur 
me, the following night being come, 


c expreſſions of my former kindneſs, ele her 
dvers queſtions, and_particularly about. this laſt af- 


venture of taking the City, but ſhe prayed me to defer - 
her anſwering till the next morning, that I might be 


in a fitter condition to hear it. I ſubmitted to her re- 
queſt, and when I awaked ſome hours after day ap- 


| peared, ſhe came again to my command, and there 


bring no body beiides in my Chamber, ſhe began her. 
relation on this manner ORR 


When your Majeſty was miſſing in the Army upon 


7 2s 


the purſuit you had made after Neobarcanes, our feats 
and aftoniſhments were exceeding great. We ſought 
in all places we could, and ſent out parties, ſearching 
likewiſe among the dead and wounded, but all invain. 
Early next morning we ſent a crumpet ta the City, to 
know if you were a priſoner, and to offer with your 
conſent what ever might be defired for your liberty. I 


would needs go along with the trumpet, and we were 


blindfolded upon our entring the gates,, and carried 
before Neobarxanes, but no ſooner we began to open 


our mouths to enquire after you, but your Queen is 
living (aid he) yet her condition is little better, than 
if le were dead, hope not for her liberty any manner 
of way, and get you gone preſently out of my Territo- 


ties, unleſs you will have me violate the Law of Natt- 


ons, which gives you ſome aſſurance amongſt us: We. 
defired permiſſion to ſee you, but it was refuſed bs, - 


and we returned from thence without carrying any 
thing, but the confirmation of your life, and of your 


captivity. I am not able to tell you, Madam, which 
R 


1290 75570 
0 , 1 called Pyppolita- 
to my Bed-fide, and having embraced her many times 


4, 3 - 
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1 I ſhall not be long in a condition, to lend thee atten- 
tion, and thou haſt ſo ſurprized me, that I have ſcarce 
an ſenſe or underſtanding left. | | 
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was the greater in my mind, and in the minds of all 
your ſubjects. The joy to know, you were alive, or | 
the ſorrow, to hear you were in the power of a pitylek a 
Enemy. We were not then in a condition to aſſault Wi ; 
the town, in which was ſhut up the broken Army of Ml ; 
our Enemies, beſides a great number of inhabitants 
and ſuch as had fled thither to avoid our anger, an 
therefore, when we had again ſent a Trumpet to as þ 
little effect, we took what ſpeedy councel fo great an : 
urgeney required, and ſent Chtemneſtra to Themiſcia, Wl , 
to haſten the raifing ſupplies, and ſent for the chief of f 
our women in divers 19 of your Kingdom. And to h 
give the Enemy leſs ſuſpition of our deſign, we difen- WM }, 
camped and marched nearer to Callira, a good diſtance th 
from Phryne, and as ſoon as we were reinforced, were. I. 
ſolved to advance boldly to the Cicy, and periſh under oh 
. the walls of it, or purchace the liberty of our Queen th 
with the price of our blood. Bur whilſt we were pre- Ml & 
: paring for our March, I being entred alone into 2 Ml; 
wood near our Camp, to entertain my humour, which 2 
your misfortune had made very penſive and melan- u. 
cholly, I heard one that followed me, c Il Hyppolita * 
Fhlyppolita | That voice made me ſtop, and turning ll 
towards the fide, where I had heard it, I ſaw a woman bar 
coming a great pace after me, and as he drew nearer, Ml j;; 
T knew her (ſhall | tell you Madam) I knew her to be urg 
the fained and the generous Orithia, /,  _© 
I could not hear this diſcourſe and the name of Ci. adde 
thia, but with an inward trembling, nor without in- tak 
terrupting Mppolita, crying out, O Gods! Hjppolin ¶ Cit 
what do you tell me, do not abuſe me, and believe, I the 
am able to pardon ſuch a deceit. What is Oriths his 
come back to us again, when we leaſt expected her, Ito o 
and when ſhe'was molt neceſſary ro mie? She is Madam ant 
(replyed Hhppolira) and you ſhall hear the truth, if you born 
will give me leave to continue my relation. Make an de 
end then (anſwered I) but make an end preſently, for 


I my ſelf, Madam (purſued MWyppolita) am not able 
to tell you how much T was aſtonithed at that unex- 
pected encounter. And though I knew, Orithia to be 
à man, I could not refrain to give him many tender 
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r embraces, as teſtimonies of the eſteem I had for him» 
6 and as one who had been ſo dear to you. After theſe 
lt cit civilities had paſt between us, he with much impa- 
df tience enquired of your welfare, and when he heard 
$ 


you Were a captive, lifting up his hands and eyes 
towards Heaven: The Gods be praiſed { (aid he) who 


as Wl have thus long preſerved my life, that I may be able to do 
in my Princeſs ſome ſervice, He (aid this tenderly weeping, 
i, and when he had made me promiſe to conceal his Sex 
of from all our other Women, and I had given him ſome 
to hopes of your favour, to ſweeten che deſpair I ſaw 
n. him reduced to, through a fear of offending you, if 
ce Wl the knowledge of his return ſhould come to your ears. 
re- lead him into the Camp, the fight of Orithia revived. 
ler the (pirirs of all in your Army, and Menalippa with all 
en the reſt received him with demonſtrations of friend- 
re- ſhip and reſpect, which made him ſee at what a rate 
) 4 they prized his return, whoſe abſence had cauſed ſuch 
ich Wl forrow amongit them There was hardly one bur 
n- Wl would needs kiſs his hand, and they all cryed out, that 
[4 now their Queen was as good as at liberty, Since the 
ing i Gods had reſtored Orithia to them, and they would 
nal Wh have conferred the command of the whole Army upon 
rer, him, but he modeſtly refuſed it; yet being ſtrongly 
be WM weed to it by their general entreaties, he at laſt was 
a contented to ſhare it with Menalippa, and a Council 
n-. adembling to debate what ſpeedy methods ſhould be 
in- taken, moſt were of opinion with my ſelf, that the 
e City ſhould be beſieged, and carried by ftorm, e re 
e, | the (uccours Neobarzancs expected, could come to 


his aſſiſtance; but when Orithia had ſoberly heatkned. 
her, ¶ to our pcopoſitions, I do not doubt ſaid he) my vali- 
Jam Wait companions, but that you will ſucceſsfully per- 
you form, whatſoever you ſhall undertake; bur, ah you 
e an do not remember — Queen is in our Enemy's hands, 
for end that when he ſèrs hiniſelf brought to extremiiy, he 
ten- Will expoſe her firſt ro the fury of your Arrows, either 
to revenge himſelf, and ſtop the progreſs of your Ar ms 
y; that conſideration, or to revenge. his loſs upon a 


able perſon whom we ſo dearly value. I beſcech yu, lat 
nex- Wu think upon her conſet vation, and ſince we have 
0 be taken up arins for her alone, let us ſave her from 42 
ndet eſtruction, which the rage of cruel Næobarxanet would 
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| man d them; and Orithia marching at the head of us 


all the Officers take care to look exactly among thoſe 


the admirable Courage of Orithia we ſoon gained the 


from their fury, though he was much touched with 
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ſurprize in the night, if there be no Spies in our Camp, 
that may make known our intentions to him, and if 


under their command, by that order we ſhall be ſe⸗ 
cure. I pray you, let that particularly be obſerved, 
and for the reſt of the care of this Enterprize leave it 
to me, who with the aſſiſtance of the Gods, and of 
your valour, promiſe you an infallible ſucceſs in it. 
After this diſcourſe all we that were of the Council 
highly approved of Orithias deſign, and all the orders 
he gave were exactly obeyed. We marched ſecretly 
in the night, and in the day we ſheltered our ſelves in 
Woods and Foreſts, raking priſoners all we met with 
that they might ſo be hindred from carrying the news 
of our approach to the Enem;. And we inveſted the 
City before any diſcovered us and every Commander 
being appointed where to fall on at the ſignal given, by 


Walls, with the ſlaughter of moſt of thoſe few, that 


all bloody lend us to thofke places where there yet was 
any reſiſtance to be found, and charging the Enemy in 
the Rear carried deſtruction and deſpair amongſt them, 
and a bloody execution enſued 3 For then ir was, the 
ſtreetts began to be overflowed. with Blood, and our 
Women glutted themſelves with the revenge they had 
thirfted for. Nor was it in Orithias power to fave them 


compaſſion, to ſee thoſe ſlain who cryed for Mercy, 
and ſuch as made no refiftance. He reſcued an Officer 
out of their hands, who in requital for that ſaving hi! 
life, brought him where vou were a Priſoner, telling 
him, if he would prevent the death of the Queen, he 


ſo earneſtly tought for, he muſt haſten to her reſcue, 


- os 
2 


wore indebted for my life? was it Oronres himſeh 


for Neobarzanes was gone to kill her with his owl 
hand. Orithia ſtartled with horror at this news 
never did he haften with a greater fury to any enter 
prize, and the Gods, to whom your life is very deu, 
brought him very ſeaſonably to do you a ſervice oft 
1955 1 with thoſe you had already recem® 
%%% mvm d ̃˙ ROT OG 
© Scarce had ſhe ended this difcourſe, but I could not 
efrain from crying out, O Hyppolira ! what doſt tho! 
tell me 2 was'it then Oromet, to whom T am yet ond 


1 


„„ 


/ 


„ 


Dare Il. 
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and executed this enterprize for my ſafety? 'T was 


even Orontes himſelf (anſwered the) nor had he vaniſh- 


rous commands you had laid upon him, believing, un- 
_ fortunate man, that he had not done enough for the 


0 of his crimes. We came only ro fave you, 
0 


not to preſent himſelf to you; and though your kind 
remorſe and laſt inclinations were not unknown'tohim, 
he durſt not hazard himſelf in that prefence,from whence 
you had baniſhed him for ever. | 


iow Thppolita (replyed 1 la 
inclinations unknown to him, and from whom did he 
learn them? From me, Madam (anſwered ſlie coldl, ) 
I rold him all to comfort him in his affliction, and to 
animate him in an enterprize, on which your ſafety ſo 


—_ 


much depended. I he fidelity of his love tou.hed me 


with a fenſe of pity, and I believed I ought not to 
conceal his happinels from him, who gave us his lite 


for a prey. Iam not able, Sir, to repreſent what 


aoniltſhment theſe words produced in me, nor hew 


* 
j 


= 


much I was afhamed to fee my paſſion diſcovered, 1: 
was impoſſible for me to diſſemble it, and looking on 


Hhppotirg with an angry eye: Ah thou indiſcreet and 
dilloyal Maid! (cryed J) is this the care thou halt ef 


my reputation, and haſt thou made this uſe of a ſecret, 


wherewith I fo freely truſted thee 2 Haſt thou thus $42 


make me bluſh, for ever for a fault, which 1 diſcovered 
to none but thee alone? Ah, never hope for any pardon 


from me nor let him, for whom thou haſt diſhonour- 


ed me ever expect any. For rhe confuſion he makes 
me ſuffer by his unprudence, this laſt feryice might 


have obtained it bath for his diſobedience and his tot - 


mer faults, bur my reputation, whereof thou hail 
been fo laviſhly prodigal, forbids me ever to ſee him 


any more. G9 chy ways therefore, indiſc; et 
o and repair thy fault by forbidding him ro 


Spore, 
ice nc, 


and reſolve either to free ine from his light, of to ab- 
ſent thy ſelf from mine for ever. 


 . Ehppolita, wha knew my weakneſs and my firſt 
motions too well to be ſtartlad 


at What ] ſaid, leere 
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/ Caflfandra, E 
whom I ſa w do ſo many wonders at the head of our 
Women ? and was it Orontes who projected, managed, 


ed from your Gghe without making himſelf known to 
Now, but for fear of diſpleaſing you, after the rigo- 


haſlily) are not my laſt 


— 


them, made me cait my eyes towards the place from 


nnn Mu 
but little moved at them, and when ſhe had heard me 
patiently, on a ſudden puting her] Handkerchief to 
her eyes: Ah Madam (ſaid ſhe) how lawful is your 
anger? and it is with a great deal of juſtice the. Gods 
have taken away this unfortunate man. from your te- 
ſentment. Tis well for him the deſtinies have called 
him hence, ſince after ſo many ſervices you prepared 
him ſo unworthy a recompence, Be no longer offend- 
ed, Madam, he 1s rather in a condition to draw tears 
from you than imprecations, and the death the hath 
newly ſuffered for you,ſhields him from all your anger, 
and ſatisfy you for all the offences you have receiv'd from 
him, I was (o troubled at this diſcourſe, that I could not 
permit her to continue, and turning towards her: 
How Hyppolita, (ſaid I haſtily) Is Orontes dead? He is 
Madam (anſwered ſhe in a doleful tone) I ſaw him 
give up his life through choſe wounds he received for 
your deliverance. His blood hath waſhed away his of- 
fences, and his laſt words were to aſſure you by me, 
that he died yours, and that he died with glory and 
ſatisfaction, ſeeing he was ſo happy to dye for you. 
- Theſe words went {o near me, that I loſt both ſenſe 
and underſtanding : My ftrength forſook me, and I 
remained cold and in a ſwoun in Hyppolita's arms; but 
the uſed ſuch endeavours, that in a little time ſhe 
brought me to my ſenſes again; Vet I ſhed tears, and 
complained of my ingratitude towards poor Orontes in 
ſuch moving terms as at this time I am not able to ex- 
preſs, when in the midit of my Lamentations all on 
a ſudden I heard a voice, ſaying: Pardon then, Madam, 
this unhappy Orithia, who deſpiſes even death, that he 
may yet do you ſome ſervice, and that no wounds 
has yet endangered him of life, ſave thoſe of Love. 
Theſe words, and the tone of the voice, that ſpake 


= whence they came, where I ſaw Orontes, (yet in a Fe- 

male habit) on his knees cloſe by my Bed. At this 
ſecond furprize, I was very near fainting away, as be- 
fore I bad done, and I was inſtantly aſſaulted with 

fach differeat motions, that I knew not how to ex-. 

'preſs my ſelf. 1 was as ſenſible of joy for his life, as 
it was fit in reaſon I ſhould be; but I was ſo vext to 
have bern thus maliciouſly deceived. by Hyppolita, and 
ſo ont of countenance at What I had. done, that ma 
ame and anger wanted but little of e 
0 . IS atls- 


ſatisfaction. I was two or three times ready to break 


forth into indignation both againſt him and Hyppolita, 


and to puniſh their laſt deceits by a perpetual baniſh- 
ment; but my Inclinaticn ſtrengthened by the laſt ſer- 
vices was too powerful to ſuffer it; and whilſt I ftrug- 
gled in ſome Irreſolutions ,Orontes, who was ftill upon his 
knees, not daring to lift up his eyes towards my face, 
made an end of overcoming me by his words. . 

I come not Madam (faid he) to draw any advantage. 
from the compaſſion you have ſhewed for my imagi- 
nary, death, and though I find my happineſs above my 
hopes, IJ have made my ſelf unworthy of it by my de- 
ceits and by my diſobedience, but my deceits have 
not wanted puniſhment, tho they might juſtly have 
been exempted, becauſe they wanted no excuſe, nor is 
my difoberlience without ſome pretence, fince that I 
might not fail in performing the command you en- 
joyned me, never to ſee you again in your own King- 
dom. I therefore ſtay'd till yon were on your Ene- 
mies frontiers before I durſt preſent my; ſelf to your 
preſence, not that Iam innocent, Madam, I confeſs, 
[ am-truly guilty, ſince I have offended you fo many 
ways, and my ſervices are too highly rewarded by 
thoſe: tears, which the opinion of my death hath drawn 
from your fair eyes, and all my blood is of too low a 
price to pay the offences I have committed againit 
ſuch goodneſs. I come therefore to lay a life at your. 
feet, which ſhall never be bur yours, and I will leave 
it there, for your ſatisfaction, rather than Tanguiſh it 
out in abſence for you. Envy me not the felicity 
the Gods have granted me, and be not angry that from 
the mouth of Hhppolita, and from your owii. . I have 


learned that you have had fome ſenſe of my misfor- 


Fa. ; 1 821 . TS 5 13 > * Nw 
tunes. It is a happineſs, which only your goodneſs 
and pity of my afflictions conld procure me, but it is 
alſo a happineſs, whereof I will neyer make my felf 
unworthy by my actions, but Iwill receive it as a Mercy 
which I had neither, deſerved nor pre. ended to. 

He faid many other things, and J gave him leiſure 
enough, by reafon of the diſorder and contution 1 
Was 1.5, but when had floated ſome time in itreſolu- 
ons What to anſwer, love and pity plesded fo ſtrongiy 
on his bellalf, that my Inclitation in the end ie ding 
to that ſide, You have got the Victory (ſaid J) looking 
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. exact obedience to all that T ſhould enjoyn 
im of what nature ſo ever without exception, and to 
keep that diſtance and refouth which though às Ori 
I had allowed him in part to diſpence Withal, yet 1 
Orontes, I could no longer ſuffer in ſuch farhiltariries 
as had paſt between us, whilſt I concladed him 1 
Woman. I was contented he ſhould ftay with the 
under the habit and name of Orithia, ſince his 490 
might ſuffer him for ſome time, without ole Fe 
Om ONE a Þ” ann; 
After this permiſſion he appeared ſo well fatisfizd, 
that he could hardly contain his joy, and having endes. 
voured to expreſs it a thouſand ways, he begged my 
pardon for Aypoi#ta, I was no longer able to refule 
it kim, but granted it after a gentle reproof, and 
when we had converſed awhile about various martets, 
I defired him, inſtead of the feigned adventures he for- 
-merly had told me, that he would now relate the 
reuth of thofe that had befallen h m, as well before 
our acquaintance as ſince ouri ſeparation. As foon as 
I had expreſs d my curioſity, he was ready to obe 
me, and ſitting down by my Bed-ſide, where none but 
Hyppolita was preſent with us, he began in this manner: 
I have already told you, Madam, I am Oronte, 
Prince of the Maſſagetes, and am Nephew to the King 
of Scythiaz and concerning my birth I have nothing 
more to inform ou; I will only ſay, I was bred up 
with Prince Oroondates, the only Son of that great King 
athens. my Unkle, a young Prince, whom the 
Heavens liave endowed with all the advantageous 
qualities they can beſtow.” I there ſpent my young! 
vears in the Court of Scy12i4 with a great deal of pier 
Care and ſatisfaction, till I went in the expedition wi 
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that Prince againſt King Darius. And young as I was, 


taken notice off by the great Commanders in our Army, 
upon our repaſſing the Araxis, the Bridge of Boats gave 
way to the rapidneſs of the ſtream, which foreibly 


ed into the waves, and carried away by the current 
had the fortune, when I was quite ſpent, and near pe- 
tumbling after me, and by that means reſting a little, 


with a great ſwiftneſs down the ſtream many miles; 
when being near tlie point of death, ſome men on the 
Perſian ſhoar ſeeing me in that condition altogether 
helpleſs, for want of Oars and Strength, by the abun- 


and took me out of that I was in, faint and almoſt 


endeavours as made me come better to my ſelf, a reve- 
rend aged Per/zan pitying my condition, cauſed me to 
be carried to his houſe, and took ſuch care of me; that 
I ſoon recovercd, and found the continuance of the 
ſame good uſage. And though I offered that good man 


kindneſs, he utterly refuſed chem, and by my carriage 
and the richneſs of my arms taking me to be of ſome 


his life, which are not here conſiderable enough to 
trouble you withal, nor greatly to my purpoſe. _ 
One dap, as he carried me to ſee ſome curious things, 


I the greateſt beanties upon Earth, ſome of the faces 
he were not unknown to me, and by the true reſemblance 
us of thoſe I gueſſed the reſt were not different from the 
er original. It will be too tedious to deſcribe the excel- 


2. lent features of them, all which the Limner had drawn 
with the fineſt art, that could comeneareſt to repreſenc 
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after I had done ſomething in Arms that made me be 


broke it, and I with a great many others were plung- 
of the ſtream. Some hundreds were drowned, but 1 


riſhing, to lay hold on the edge of a Boat that came 


dance of water I had ſwallowed, put off in a boat, 


dying, when having gotten me on ſhoar, and uſed ſuch 


quality, he concluded he was obliged by the Laws of 
Hoſpitality , to allow that ſuccour to a diſtreſſed 
ſtranger uſing me, as if I had been his only Sen, ſo 
that although I knew him to be a Per/ian, againſt whoſe 
Country I had fought, yet relying on his finguar vir-- 
tue, ere I parted I made no difficulty to diſcover m 
ſelf to him, and he in return told me many pallages of 


amongſt others he ſhewed me the lively Pictures of 


with much difficulty I got into it, which carried me 


ſome Jewels I had about me of great value for his | 


the . 
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the Life. Let it ſvffice, Madam, 1 ſaw amoneſt them 
that of divine Thale/tris, Ycur age ſeemed not to be 
abore fourteen, and yet you were armed, except. your 
Head, which was quite uncovered, and whoſe fair hair 
hung dawn in waving ringlets on your ſhoulders, and 
ſo to your waſte; one of your hands was laid upon a 
Table, where your Helmet ſtood, an! in your other 
hand a Dart, the point whereof reſted on one of your 


feet, and undernzath was written in Letters of Gold: 
Thaleſtris Princeſs of the Amazons. in 


thought it beneath my Courage, to ſtoop to the fear of 
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it, and my heart not only confirmed in its Inclinations 
towards you, but deeply wounded, or rather un 7 
oft in that paſſion, which till then had fpared it. 

{aw you again many other times, yet without giving 
you occaſion to take any notice of me, not being will- 
ling to make my ſelf known to you but by ſome con- 
ſilerable ſervice. In the mean time the Queen marched 
with her Army againſt the G/zcians, and though I could 
rot abſent myſelf from your ſight without an extraor- 
dinary trouble, I went in that Expedition, and pur 
my ſelf amongſt your Forces without any command, 
and the Gods favourad my godd intentions o far, that 
in the firſt Encounters I did the Queen ſervices of ſome 
importance, which oblig'd her in goodneſs to take me 
near to her perſon, and to do me a favour: far above 
my merit, in preſenting me to your ſelf. Behold, 
Madam, all that materfally happened to me before the 
glorious hour wherein you received me into your ſer- 
vice, which I will call the firſt of my life, ſince 1 
per er truly lived, till T had the honour to be yours. Vo 
know-the reſt, Madam, (continued he) till ſuch time 
35 you pronounced my ſentence of baniſhment, which 
was a crueller Torment to me than a thouſand: deaths; 
however J obeyed you with a perfect Reſignation, and 
tat ſevere decree made me neither accuſe you of inhu- 


> 
* 


manity, nor complain of my deſtiny.  I.refclved to go 


nto that baniſhinent you had allotted me, but not to 
ſurvive the loſs of that happineſs to which my hopes 
had raiſed me, though far beyond my merit; and my 
firſt motions violently tending to death, IJ had given it 
my ſelt with my own hand, if faithful Zaſcares had 
not ſept in, when I was about to fall upon my Sword, 
and uſed ſo many praycrs, entreaties, and reaſons, ac- 
companied with tears and ſighs, as made me relent with 
pity towards him, and yield to ſome conſideration. of 
bim, whoſe fidelity had fo far obliged me rather than 
to any, that concerned my ſelf. I was. ſo extremely 
obliged to his gocd ſervices,” that I could deny him 
nothing that he requeſted in reaſon, and the mighty 
brow that ? afflicted him for the deſpair he ſaw me in 
at lat conſtraĩned me to moderate it, by giving him an 
Oith, that T would at leaſt delay my: deatht, and no 
more attempt any thing againſt my 
hands, but ſuffer grief, or the chance of War, to be- 
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reave me of it. He feemed well fatisfied with this and 


but to pleaſure, or rather humour him, I yielded, 


1 am unable to tell you, Madam, how! received -this 


then on a ſudden lifting up my Hands and Eyes towards 


from me, which 1 am no longer in a condition to rei- 


the cauſe of my deſpair.  Laſcares at the ſame time cam 
to me, and not being able to diſſemble tbe Joy which the 


Ah (eryed he) do yon doubt {til of the goodneſs of it 
lite, tlie diſpoſing whereof they have relerved unto them. 


fortune is but little altered, and this command of te 
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thinking better to ſettle my mind, coming to the famoy 
Ew of Minerva, he entreated me to enquire of the 
Goddeſs, (ſeeing fo fair an opportunity offered) about 
the ſucceſs or further diſaſter in my affairs; but it was 
with great difficulty, he gained me to compliance of 
this nature, confidering 1 had already ſettled: my reſo- 
lation only in death, to find an end of my miſeries, 


where the Oracle delivered this Anſwer to my Petition, 
The ORACLE. 


Live, go, and come to th edge of Themiſcire, 
ire the Sun's Courſe à jecond time expire, 


| Thou on her Empires Borders fhalt diſcover 
The lovely Object, that made t hee Lover. 


Oracle, and which was ſtronger in me, to ſee my ſelf n- 
duce to a neceſſity of living, or of diſobeying the God 
deſs, or the joy which this promiſe revived in me, by 
ſacl pleaſing hopes. I remained a long time without 
motion, wavertng in the diverſity of thoſe thouglits, and 


Heaven: Great Goddeſs, cryed I, exact not an obedience 


der you; or if yon will have me live, reſtore me neu 
forces, or more evident hopes than thoſe you have 
confuſedly given me. All things conſpire to have me 
dye, and {he who diſpoſes of my fate with you, hati 

ronounced a ſentence which you have not revoked. 

Thee words, ſpoken with much vehemency, ſtruck n 
{mall wonder into thoſe that heard thein, and the 
Prieſteſfs, whotook me for a Woman, could not imagine 


Oracle, conformable to his defire, had wrought in Him: 


Gods, and will you without their conſent ſacrifice 3 


felves > Ah Lſcaret, (anſwered I witha deep ſigh) 


(394: 


cods is only an effect of their 8 wich would 
baniſh a jult deſpair by unjuſt hopes; but thæy cannot 
force my Soul to continue in a Priſon, the abode where- 
in is no longer ſappontable, and they will pardon me 

; diſobedience, which' Iam forced to by an: irreſiſtabis 
power. I ſaid much more to the fame purpoſe, and 
Liſcaret uſed ſo many arguments and entreaties to per- 
{wade me from my A that I continued no longer 
obttinate. And to leſſen, if poſſible, the troubles ank 
liſquicts that made war in my Soul, is reſolved to 
Travel, and going from the Temple I entered Ciliria, 
viſited Tharſ#s, and went into Paphlagonia; and mind- 
ing to viſit Greece, I paſſed into Europe, and viſited moſt 
of thoſe famous Cities that obey'd Alexander the Grem, 
and't was in that raemorable Battel fought between An- 
tipater and Caſſandey his Son on the one part, and Aga 
King of the Lacedemonians on the other ſide, where I 
law that Valiant King do Wonders, that raiſed an ad- 
miration and emulation in me; and being of the adverſe 

Party, the Combat happened between us, and though 
Agis was weaty with fighting his way through our 
hole Army, and tracing out in Bloody Characters, as 
marks of his Prodigious Valour ; yet J proteſt to you, 

Madam, I never was fo preſſed, nor my life fo near en- 

angered as at that time. It's true, that Valiant 
Prince had before received many wounds, which 


through the much effuſion of Blood had weakened him, 


which makes me bluſh to fay, it gave me ſome ad- 
vantage over him. To be brief, contemning his life, 
after he ſaw his Men give way in diſorder, he fuſned in- 
to the thickeſt Squadrons, and his preſence alone ſtopt 
whole Troops, raiſing a breaſt- work of Dead about him, 
on which he gallantlly expired. After his death we 
gained an entire Victory, by which Antipater ſettled 
Alexander's aftaits again in thoſeProvinces;and believing, 
| had contributed ſomething towards it he did me 
honours, and ſhewed me kindneſſes, which were conſi- 
derable enough, and Caſſander contracted a very ſtrict 
Friendſhip with me ;- yet I ſoon took leave, though by 
many endearments they laboured to keep me with them. 

and a year being already expired ſince my departure 
tom Themiſcira, I had a deſire to return into Aſa, and 

paſſing through many Countries, IT came upon your _ 
Frontiers, whereT and Læſcares re-aflumed our Female 
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Habits, and there, to my exceeding great affliction, I 


heard the News of your Captivity, and had ſunk under 
fo weighty a grief, it the promiſe of the Gods bad not 


ſuſtained me and made me hope to do ſomething rematk-. 


able for your deliverance. Then J haſted to the Border; 
ot your Camp, and by the means of Hyppolita was fe- 
_ ceived into your Army, and by the aſſiſtance of thoſe 
Gods, who had always favoured you, and to whoy 
your Life and Honour is very dear, the ſucceſs anſwerel 
dur expectation in your deliverance, at a happy time 
when you were reduced to the greateſt extremity, [ 


have nothing more to add, but only that I prayed 


Menalippa, and the chief of thoſe Women that had ac- 
ceſs to you, that they would not ſpeak one word to vou 
ef my return, but ſtay till I diſcovered my ſelf before you, 
This was it that favoured the diffinulation, which we 
uſed ſo happily for me, by changing my Sorrows into 
an exceſs of: Joy. | # tis y ffs v4 
Orontes ended his ſtory thus, and by the concluſion of 
it made me bluſh again, and fetch d back part of my 
ſhame, and part of my anger; but being no longer in 
terms to diſſemble my affection, I gave him all the mo- 
deſt proofs; of ĩt he could deſire, and from that day ke 
carry d himſelf towards me very differently from his fer- 
mer manner, never giving me any cauſe to blame him 
for want of reſpect or diſcretion. And with him. as 
ſoon as my Wounds would permit, I returned to The- 
miſcira, where] was received with inexpreſſible Joy, not 
as that to e Orithia returned (for under that name he 
continued ſtill with us) much infcriour to the demon- 
ſtrations I received of my Subjects affections towards 
me. I muſt conſeſs to you, my Love to hiin was cxceed- 
ing great; we had no more but one thought, and if! 
may ſay ſo without bluſhing, we had no more than 
one Soul and one Will. I made no difficulty any longer 
to open my Heart to him, we communicated our mot 
private Thoughts to one another, and Oroentes aus he was 
diſcreet and reſpectful, could defire no greater procts, of 
my affection; yet being we could have but one aim ane 
that only Marriage could give it a; lawful concluſien, 
we had no {mall difficulties to overcome. I loxed him 
enough (ſince in ipite of his ingratitude I muſt avow it) 
to forſake my Kingdom, and retire into Scgthia wil 
him, ſecing cur Laws were Enemies. to our Ae | 
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ut he was troubled I ſhould abandon it for him, and 
were we came to that extremity, he was deſirous we 
ould endeavour. to preſerve it, and to aboliſh thoſe 
toms, whereof he had already made me ſee the Errors. 
We laboured in it with a great ſhew of juccefs, bring- 
ing over the chiefeſt of cur Women to be of our opinion; 
jut when we had made a conſiderable progreſs in their 
nclinations towards our utmoſt felicity, our deſign was 
thwarted by the Cappadocians declaring War againſt us; 
when Oront es, to whom Icould deny nothing that was 

uw ul, obtained my permiſſion to Command the Army 
I ſent againſt them, and carry War into the Country 
of thoſe people, who had unjuſtly broke the Truce be- 
tween Us. Tools have accompanied him, but he al- 
edged to many conſiderations, and preſt me with ſo 
much earne{tneſs, that I was compell'd te yield to his 
entreaties, upon condition, that as ſoom as my Health, 
which at this time was a little impaired, would permit 
me, I might follow him with new ſupplies. 8 
[ will not ſpend time in the particylars of our 
Farewels, let it ſuffice then, that he ſpoke moſt tender 
words that a real Paſſion could bring forth, and I teſti- 
hed my forrow for his departure with my Tears, and by 
al the modeſt Kind neſſes he could deſire. Alas! I knew 
not then that that ſeparation was to befor ſo long a 
ime, He went away, and all my joy and conſolation, 
or rather indeed the better half of my Soul departed with 
him, leaving me melancholy and diſconſolate, ſo that 
no other beams of Comfort darted into my Soul than the 
hopes of my ſpeedy recovery of an indiſpvſition it had caſt 
me into, that T might follow lim, and ſee him upon the 
Field of his Victory. But as I was preparing to do it, 
News carne that Alexander with the greater part of his 
Army was croſſing through Fhrcanta, to revenge the de- 
feat of Neobarxanes. T knew, I was in no condition to 
oppole the torrent of that Conqueror of the greateſt part 
ot the Earth, and therefore by the Council of my 
chicfeſt Nomen, I refolyed to meet him with a gallant 
tram of my Amaons, and juſtifie to that generous Prince 
what I had done, beheving, when he underſtood the 
rae cauſe, and how I had been provoked to it, his ge- 
neraſities and reſpect to Ladies ſo well known over all 
me Earth would allow that I ſhould keep my Country 
in its firſt tranquility” and J failed not in my expecta- 
| R | ._ t1ON; 
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Hon; for I was received in his Camp on the Borders 
Hreania with all the reſpect I could deſire, and thy 
great King granted me whatever I requeſted of him 
and bat far from being diſpleaſed with my Aion; 
that he commended what I had done, and by his En. 
Treaties I ſtaid twelve or fourteen days in his Arm, 
and indeed ſome of our Women were ſo impudent to tel 
me, I ought to give them a Princeſs of the race of that 
great ue but I fo ſharply reproved that moti- 
on, that they had not the boldneſs to ſpeak of it any 
More; and taking my leave with mach Biba,” 

I returned to Themiſcira, which reſounded with ths 
praiſes of Orontes for the Victories he had gained over 
dur Enemies. I was exceedingly joy'd at his ſucces for 
many conſiderations, and at that time I received a Lei. 
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ter from him in theſe words: 
Orbis io Queen Thaledris. 


- © The Juſtice of your Arms, fair Princeſs, hath de- 
_-* feated part of your Enemies, and it is your deſtiny 
+ both near and far off, to conquer all that dare mak: 
© tryal of them. Orithia dies with deſire to fee yo, 
but to fatisfie it, ſhe will make haſte to overcome thoſe be 
Enemies you have left, and will not purchace the MW | 
© happingſs of your ſight with the leaſt danger that 1 
75 been you, or by the pꝛinfulneſs of a Journey, M * 
_-* which might prejudice a health not well confirmed. = 
Ha ve a care of it, dear Princefs, I beſeech you,*fincejit MW . 
can receive no alteration, but what wilt be fatal to th: 
repoſe, and to the life of your faithful Orithia. ; 
hbeſe laſt marks of his affection touched me vey | 
tenderly, and obliged me to anſwer him in theſe terms: 
© I knew very well, my dear Orithia was inyincibk, WM | 
0 
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and that ſhe would triumph over my Enemies, as {hc 
* hath done over my ſelf. It ſhe had as little left to 
'* ſubdue on that ſide as on this, ſhe would have nothing WM | 
* more to. contend withal. But becauſe that Conqueli 
is not ſo entire, as this ſhe hath gained upon my 
heart, her return will not be {pcedy enough to glue 
© me patience to ſtay for her, nor to retard the defire | 
© have to ſee her upon the field of her Victorics. W 8e 


© Theſe are the Impatiences, which my lovely and n 
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«dearly beloyed Orjthia cauſes in her unchangable 7 he- 


"ſeftres. YN * 7 240 
I {znt back this Anſwer by her, that brought Orj- 
thia's Letters; but whilſt I was cheerfully preparing to 


d 


eyes upon it I read theſe words: 
The abuſed Orenres do the faithile(s Thelefris 


If T have been ſo ſunple, as to hope for fidelity in a 
© Woman, my weakneſs is to be accuſed of it, which 
* appearances, that were ſpecious enough, ſeemed to 
* authorize, and I believed I might conſerve your af- 
fection only, becauſe I had well purchaſed it, and 


© well deſerved it, though I have been ſo unfortunate - 


* to ſpend ſome years in your ſervice; I ſhall be wiſe 


enough, to retire, now that you have made your ſelf 


unworthy of my affection, and of my eſteem. I beg 
not of the Gods to jpumith your fault, you have 
done it ſufficientiy 4 by che undervaluing you 
have ſhowed of your ſelf by the contempt you have 


f deferved from the whole world, and by the ſhame 


you have for ever fixed upon your memory. Live in 
the Infamy you have ſought with ſo much 
and ſince your Ambition is ſo nobly limited, loſe the 
remembrance of mine, which I ſo blind ly had bounded 
ein you alone. I leave your Army, your ſelf, and 
your Cquntry for ever, and I carry away nothing 


with me in this voluntary baniſhment, but my re- 
' pentange for having returned after my firſt. If the 


on, 


Gods fend me my death, I ſhall prefer it before the af- 
* fliction of ſeeing you again, and if they continue my 
* iife 1 will paſs it wholly witkeutf fo much as a 
* thought of you. e | FH i 


* 1 


When 1 read this cruel Letter I had no body with 


me but Hyppolita, who ſeeing me grow pale and ftag- 
ger at the end ot it, ſtretched out her arms to hold me 


up, and kept me from falling on the floor; Which 


way ſhall J be able, Sir, to deſcribe the greatneſs of mx 
affliction in fo unexpected a difafter? and how ſhall 'Il 


make you to conceive, what I am -ugable to exprets? 
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zo and fee her, and in order to it had drawn my forces 


pains, 


The 


together, J received a ſecond Letter by one of Oritbias 
Women. I opened it with ſome apprehenſion, the 
czuſe whereof was unknown to me, and caſting my 


* 


The next day after 1 had long tcrmented my ſelf, and 
afflicted my mind with grief and anger, I called for 
the Woman who had brought the Letter, commanding 
her to tell me, in what place, and in what condition 
ſhe had left Orithia: Madam (ſaid the) a little after 
the Battel Orithia had won ſhe was taken with an ex- 
ceſſive ſadneſs, which kept her ſome days in bed; but 
as ſoon as ſhe recovered a little, ſhe took Horſe with 
no body but Laſcares; and finding} me a good diſtance 
from the Camp ſhe gave me the Letter, with a ſtrict 
charge to deliver it to your own hands, and to tell Me. 
nalippa ſhe might take upon har the command of the 


Army, which ſhe forſook for ever, and having given me 


theſe orders, ſhe took a way quite different from that, 


which leads to the Camp, where ſince that time ſhe 


has never appeared. LA. 1758 

This relation perfected the ſettling deſpair in my 
Heart, and put me into the molt lamentable ſtate a 
Soul was able to conceive. I began to reflect with re- 
pentance upon the proofs of affection J had given to that 


ungrateſul Man. Iexamined all the actions of my Life, 


which could poſſibly have given him any ſuſpicion or 
diſcontent,” and finding them but too full of Innocence 
and Affection to him, I plunged my ſelf into an Abyls 
of Sorrow and Vexation. I had ſome conceit, that my 
Journey to A'cxander might have diſpleas d bim, but 
my ſtay there had been 10 ſhort, and all my Actions 
o open, and known by to many Witneſſes, that I could 
not ſettle a belief, that he could thence draw matter for 
thoſe high abuſes, and that unworthy uſage, to ground 
that inconſtancy on, wherewith he caſt me off, after 
having received ſo many Teftimonies of my Affection 
alſo adding wrongs and upbraidings of ſhame and in- 
famy, the terms whereof I could rot digeſt, nor could 
 Hhppolita find any words to cxcuic lim atter reading 
his injurious Letter, no nor herſelf from thoſc reproaches 
I nſed to her, for having favoured his baſe pernicious 
dleſiens. At laft, putting a very, great conſtraint upon 

my Inclination, I made hatred ſucceed my Love, and 
fi: mly reſolved to go and ſeek him in what Country 
ſoever he ſhould conceal himſelf, that I might puniſh 
his perfidiouſneſs, and revenge the unpardonable inju- 
ries he] had done me. With theſe reſolutions having 
letiled my affairs at home, and made peace with the Cap- 
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padocians, I ſet forward attended only by Mppolita, 
and theſe other Maids you ſee with me, and journeyed 
into Scythia, whether I concluded he might be retired 3 
bur there I ſearched for him in vain; and having 
ſtay d at Iſſedon a conſiderable time, I departed full of 
grief ro the Kings Army, then commanded by Arſaces, 
where I chought the delire of Glory might perchance 
have ſtopt him before his coming to Court, and was 
preſent in a bloody Batrel, where I ſaw that valiant 
General do Actions of ſuch ſingular Courage, that I 
ſhall ever preſerve the memory of them, as of a pro- 
digy : Bur ſeeing I was unſucceſsful in Europe, I tra- 
relled into Aſia, and after going through ' molt of its 
Provinces in my fruitleſs ſearch, I came into this 
Country, with ſome hopes, that among ſo many 
Princes Whereof Alexander's Court was compoled, I 
might learn ſome news of my faithleſs Orontes, againſt 
whom I have preſerved my Indignation ſo ſtrongly, 
= ſhall never be able ro wear it out of my 
mind. | | | 
Behold (continued the Queen, ending her relation) 
the abſtra& of a life full of Misfortunes, and ſee now 
if my anger be nor juſt, and if I have not a lawfal 
cauſe to hate that Prince, who by his infideliry hath 
rendered himſelf unworthy of the honour to be allied 
to you. The Queen ending in this manner, Prince 
Oroondates having hearkned with a marvellous attenti- 
on ro all ſhe had ſaid : Madam (ſaid he) I cannot 
chuſe but be Orontez his Enemy, after the knowledge 
you have given me of an infidelity without example; 
yer, when I remember the proofs, which (without in- 
termiſſion) he ſhewed you of a real paſſion, after which 
we lee him fall into a baſeneſs, without any probable 
ground; and when I call ro mind, what ſubtilty and 
calumny hath done againſt my own innocence, I am 
forced ro ſuſpend my judgment, and believe that 
either you have been deceived by others than Orontes, 
or that Oyontes hath - been' deceived himſelf by very 
ſtrong appearances; for indeed ſo ſudden and ſo un- 
expected a change is contrary to common ſenſe, and 
paſſes my imagination; and I am fully perſwaded, that 
there is more innocence in Orontes his intentions, than 
there hath been in the effects either of his grief, or of 
us inconſtan x. = FE TEAS 
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The Queen would have replyed, but Oroondates ſind- 
ing it was extremely late, and that io long a diſcourſe 
might impair her health, took leave of her and re. 
tired to his Chamber, 5915 


Ie Bud of the Fourth Book. 


| 
| _ | a; Wa | 
| | . — . 
WW: | | | * AN: U 

C AS SANDRA 
„ BOOK V. | 
W as rich - al 
Ei TM? f ar 
TARLY the next morning Prince Oroondates went Ml 4; 
to viſit the fair Queen of the Amazons, and diſ- Ml ſu 
courſed with her a great while touching the cauſes of he 
Orontes his infidelity, which he could neither compre- W bu 
hend nor excuſe. The friendſhip he had born that Ml thi 
Prince made him ſeek out reaſons to juſtifie him; but de 
the Queens ſpirit grew ſo incenſed againſt him, that WI his 


he was fain to give over his defence, and condemn him W ke: 
with her. The Converſation of that Princeſs diverted W hin 
his ſorrows for ſome few moments; yet no ſooner was Bl: 
he out of her preſence, but he plunged himſelf ſo I ber 
deeply in his affections, that without a moſt particular N the 

| + 7 4 of the Gods his life could not have ſubſiſted Ml fror 
in ſuch violent aſſaults: However, he took care of the W him 

_ weighty affairs in hand, and writ to Ly/machn, who M FE 
had ſtay d the time agreed, that he, would haften N wor 
back, that they might joyntly proſecute their revenge  piri 
on the Murtherers of their Princeſſes, and then dye the 
with ſome ſatisfaction, to put an end to their troubles ; ¶ con 
who writing back, aſſured him, that Ptol omeus had Yreyi: 
freely eſpouſed their cauſe, and was marching with the 
ren thouſand men, as alſo Eumenes and others reſolved I he v 
to joyn them with a greater farce. This ſomewhat H prir 
revived the drooping ſpirits of the Prince of Scythia, 
and to leave norhing undone, that might facilitate 
their deſign, he ſent Ara xis to Babylon, who upon his 
; return 
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return gave him a particular account of all, that was 
doing there, and in what condition the ſtate of their 
affairs ſtood. And whilſt he expected the arrival of 
Lyſimachins and Prolomeus, to divert his Melancholy, 
he took his ordinary walks along the banks of the 
River Euphrates; yet had not gone far, ere he ſaw a 
man compleatly armed, and bravely mounted, com- 
ing along the great Road that leads to Babylon. The 
Beaver of his Helmet was down, and he carried a 
woman behind him, whoſe face was covered with a 
Veil, habited like one of thoſe two women he had 
found aſleep, out of whoſe hand fell the Letter of the 
unknown Caſſandra, The Arms of the Man was in 
ſome places ſmeered with blood, and his Horfe had 
received fome light wounds. He was very amorous 
with the woman, often turning to embrace and kiſs her, 
and ſhe repayed his civilities with the- like freedom, 
and with great demonſtrations of Affection. Oroon- 
vent I dates did not much conſider it, but he was extremely 
dil- Wl furprized, when in the diſcourſe of thoſe two perſons 
s of he thought he heard the voice of his deceaſed Queen; 
pre- ¶ but they ſoon got a great way from him, and he taking 
that this for an illumon of his imagination that had ſo often 
but I deceived him, kept on his way, complaining againſt 
that I his hard fortune, and the cruel deſtinies, when he 
him I heard a doleful found among ſome Trees, which made 
rted WM him turn that way, and being directed by a trace of 
was Blood, he went ſo far as to ſee a Horſe grazing at li- 
If (0 Of berty, and near him a man coinpleatly armed lye on 
ular WI the ground with much Blood about him, which iſſued 
es ob his Wounds, and had ſtain d the Graſs around 
the him. e 6 —9 96 2 
who W His charitable humour made him draw near that 
iſten N wounded ſtranger, and ſeeing him in a manner ex- 
enge I piring, he haſted to take off his Armour, to give him 
dye ¶ the freer air, and did all he was able in that unprovid ed 
des; ¶ condition, to ſtay the bleeding of his wounds, and to 
had H revive his fading ſpiritsʒ and was ſo fucceſsful in it, that 
wiln the Stranger ſhewed great hopes in all appearance, that 
ved he would in tine recover of: thoſe wounds, which the 
what N Prince had ſo carefully bound up with Rowlets of his 
this, own Linnen, which he haſtily tore for that Charitable 
itale Npurpoſe. For now the Stranger looking up, and fixing 
n beds Eyes on liis Face: Wholoever thou art (, 


who 


228 The Hiſtory: - Part I 
. whohaſt ſo charitably aſſiſted me, know thou haſt 
done this office neither to an ungrateful perſon, nor to 
one that is unable to requite it. I have ſome credit in 
this Country, which thou mayeſt make uſe of, if the 
Gods grant me Life, and if thou canſt make me be 
carried into the Qity. r 
Theſe obliging words made Oroondates to conſider the 
perſgg that ſpoke them a little more attentively than he 
yet Fd done, he obſerving a great deal of Majeſty in his 
Countenance and Features, which were not utterly un- 
knoun to him. He began to promiſe him all manner 
of aſſiſtance, when the Stranger, the more to move him 
to it, To the end (ſaid he) thou mayeſt believe, thou 
haſt not employed this charitable Office on an ordinary 
perſon, and on one from whom thou couldeſt expect 
nothing but common hopes, know that I am called 
Perdicas. Never did Thunderbolt, falling at the Feet 
of ſome young Shepherd, ſtrike him with ſo iſtrange a 
ſurprize, as that did the Prince of Sc;thia,when he heard 
pronounced that hated, and that deteſted name of Per- 
dicas. At ſo great an aſtoniſhment all his blood retired 
to his Heart, and his Face grew pale, the Linnen he 
yet held fell out of his hands, and ſinking down he was 
near loſing his Sences. All the words in the World, and 
all the moſt powerful and moſt natural expreſſions are 
too weak to repreſent his thoughts at that time. He con- 
ſidered Perdicas as that Monſter yet ſtained with the 
richeſt Blood, that was fo dear to him, and him whoſe 
death he had not only ſworn, but whoſe death alone 
was the. only aim of his Life, and the only cauſe why 
he had preſerved it; yet now delivered into his hands in 
a condition, that without Diſhonour and a ſtain to his 
Virtue, he could not give him a death he ſo juſtly de- 
ſerved. And in thoſe deadly Trances, wherewith he 
was cruelly Combated, the motions of his Eyes and the 
alreration of his Countenance diſcovered the perplexity 


of his Soul. 3 a S 
- Perdicas was not ſo far ſpent, but he perceived this ¶ ca 
ſudden change in him, and would have forced his weak- N w: 
_ neſs to ask the cauſe of it, when Oroondates broke his MW an 
mortal ſilence, and Repping back ſome few paces from 
him, crotling his Arms on his Breaſt, and lifcing up his hi 
Eyes towards Heaven : O Gods (cry'd he)what ſtrange i 
Inhumanity. or rather, what ſtrange Cruelty do you uſe 
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againſt me? you have a thouſand times diſarmed this 
hand, which I had armed againſt the firſt raviſher of my 
happineſs, and now you take from me the liberty of 
puniſhing the infamous deſtroyer of my Life, and of the 
moſt perfect Creature you ever ſent into the World. 
vou will have me ſee this Cruel Man, but ſee him in a 
condition, which forbids me to give him that death 1 
was preparing for him, which could not but be too 
gentle for the expiation of his horrid crimes. 
He ſaid much more, when Perdicas looking on him, 
I know not (ſaid he) what Injury I have done thee that 
thou ſhouldeſt ſo change thy former goodneſs into 
bloody reproaches, and defign againſt my Life. Inever © 
ſaw thee, as I remember, before this time, and this 
firſt ſight of thee had wrought in me a deſire to require 
thy good Offices. Ah Monſter, (cry'd the Prince turn- 
ing away his Eyes with horror) thou deſtroyer of the 
fareſt Princeſs in the World, doth thou believe there 
is yet am an can kno »Sratira SMurtherer,and-not be his 
Fnemy, He would have proceeded in his reproaches, 
when Perdicas ſtretching out his hand, and interrupting 
him: Ah Friend(ſaid he) let us be at Peace I pray ther; 
the aſſiſtance thou haſt given me makes me delire it of 
thee, and I declare unto thee, if thy hatred be only 
E on Statira's death, thou oughtelt to ceaſe to 
my Enemy. Starira is not dead, ſhe is alive, and 
only lives by my means, as ungrateful as ſhe is. How ! 
Perdicas (cryed Oroondates haſtily interrupting him) is 
not Statira dead? Ah, try not to prolong thy days by 
deceit. The ſtate thou art in ſe cures thee from my 
juſt indignation, and thou needeſt not invent Lies to 
ſave thy ſelf. I proteſt by all the Gods, anſwered Per- 
dicas, Statira is alive, go ask the inconſtant Caſſan- 
dra news of the ingrateful Hgatira, and thou ſhalt know 
that I ſaved her Life to the prejudice of my own For- 
tune, and of my Eſtabliſhment; and thou ſhalt alſo 


know, that for a recompence cf that good ſervice, ſhe . 


caſt herſelf into the Arms of a Lover whom ihe adores, 
whom ſhe kiſſes, whom ſhe embraced before my Face, 
and who has left me in the caſe you ſee me. He would 
have ſaid more, if his Weakneſs would have ſuffered 
him, and if the vehemency of ſpeaking had not moved 
him ſo that fell into a Swoon, {10 (7+ 2006 
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enſe of Virtue, but as to a faithleſs Subject, who violates 
all manner of Laws in the perſon of his Princeſs, and who - 
cannot be touched with any other conſideration of thoſe 
puniſhments whicli are impending. Iis by them there- 
fore that I will repreſs thy inſolence, and it is by the ter- 

ror of Heavens Thunder, that Iwill divert thee from thy 


abominable intentions. Conſider yet once again, if thou 


haſt any remembrance left, offwhat I was, and who thou 
art thy ſelf, and if the change of my Fortune has not 
razed out of th& Mind the Character which my Birth 
has given me, conſider IT am the Daughter of thy King, 
and that thou art my Fathers Subject; who from an un- 
reaſonable Ambition wouldſt paſs to a moſt horrible at- 
tempt?: and, in brief, thou oughteſt to remember, that I 
am ſtill Bernice, and that thou art ſtill but Arſecomes. 
This Princeſs, whom after theſe words Oroondates could 
not but certainly know, would have ſaid more, if Ar- 
ſacomes had not inſolently interupted her. Ma 
I am now (ſaid he) no more in a condition to be ſatis- 
fiedwith theſe kind of ſpeeches, and ifI commit any faults, 
the violence of the paſſion I have for you may well ex- 
cuſe them all. You know that I have ſuffered with 
Patience enough, and that in ſpight of the indignity of 
your uſage, 1 . ſerved you with reſpects which are 
neither due to the Daughter of ones King, nor to the 
Kings themſelves; nay, with reſpects, which you have 
ungratefully abuſed. Theſe Gods, with which you 
threaten me, are irreproachable Witneſſes of it, and they 
likewiſe know, that I fly not to this extremity, agiin(t 
you, till after I had rendered. you all that I owed. both 
to your. Birth, and tomy Love, and after I had Com- 
bated your Mind with, ſubmiſſions, able to. mollifie a a 
f you have repayed them with fcorn, with in- 
juries, and with indignities, and have ever uſed me not 
only as the vileſt of all Men living, but as ſome Monſter 
in Nature. Think it not ſtraiige therefore, that I try the 
haſt means I have left, and if, having no more ways to 
make you relent by gentleneſs, I make uſe of that Power 
the Gods have given me to obtain thoſe favours, which 


you may make Legitimate when you pleaſe. 


- __ * 


Ar ſacomes ended theſe words in taking Bernice s Hand, 
but ſhe roſe up furioully, and looking on him with Eyes 
ſparkling with Anger: To thee, Traytor ! (laid ſhe) fa- | 
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vours to thee! Ah know, I can dye, to keep thee from 
them, and that Iam not ſo forſaken of the Go.\ls, but that 
I hope for their aſſiſtance againſt thee. The Gods (reply'd 
Arſacemet, holding her by her Robe, and rifing after her) 
are not concerned in your fantaſtical humour, and ſince 
you urge my Patience to extremities, know that they ſhall - 
not deliver you to dav from the deſign I have for my ſa- 
tisfaction. Your obſtinacy from henceforth is un- 
profitable, and you mult either conſent to my utmoſt 
felicities, or diſpoſe your ſelf to fee me take them by force. 

Saying thus, he took her in his Arms, and having kil- 
ſed her whether ſhe would or no, be prepared himſelf 
to give her more ſenſible diſpleaſures; when Oroondates, - 
who had not been able to contain himſelf without a 
violent conſtraint, ſtepping forward ſhewed himſelf to 
that guilty Man, with a Face kindled with a juſt indig- 
nation: Arſacomes, (cryed he) thou Traytor Ar ſacomes, 
hold thy Hand. Theſe words were to him like a Clapof 
Thunder, when getting looſe from Bernice, he turned 
briskty about to Oroondates, who had already drawn his 
Sword, and doing the like put himſelf in a poſture to 
puniſh the obſtacle of his intentious. At firſt he knew 
not the Prince, but he coming up to him with a fiery 
Eye, before he aflaulted him (truck terror into him, 
with theſe reproaches: Look here, difloyal Man, (faid 
he) look upon this face, and acknowledge the Juliice 
ot the Gods, who left unto thy Prince the reſcue of thy 
Princeſs, and the puniſhment of thy offences to him, 
whom thou haſt mortally offended. _ 3 

Upon theſ: worde, Ar/a-omes knowing him was ſur- 
p ized with an aſtoniſhment, which cannot eaſily be re- 
preſented, and ſeized with a mortaF apprehenſion, 
wi:ich made him tremble all over. He repented himſelt 
iuſtantly of what he had attempted, but being truly 
Vahant, and julging that his remorſe would be unpro- 


flitable to him, he baniſhed it all together with his fear, 


and placing his fafery only in his Valour, he reſolved to 
proſecute his Crime to the utmoſt. Bernice was ſur- 
prized at fo ſtrange an adventure, and at ſo unexpected 3 
relief, that it held ker in an ainazement during the Com- 
bite, in which the Prince of S:ythia laid his adverſary 
Grad at his Feet, with a wound that pierced his Heart, 
and run quite through his Body, fo that weltering in his 
Blood his Life ſtreamed out at a double paſſage. "I 
i# i DS Wy roon· 


Part IM. of Caſſandra. 233 


ſiſtance, he contented himſelf wi bis 
which he led towards the Princeſs, who came to par- 


Oroondates, whoſe wrath was appeaſed by the Death 
of Arſacomes, had ſome kind of torrow for his deſtiny, 
and though his crime rendered him unwcrthy of any, he 
could not ſee him ſtruggle in the pangs of Death, and 
not be touched with ſome ſenſe of Compaſſion, but the 
Princeſs his Siſter, who ran to him after this Victory, 


hindred him from expreſſing any mark of it, to teſtifie 


the Joy he had to ſee her, by all the Endearments of an. 
affectionate Brother, and they recetyed from. each other 
ſuch teſtimonies of the ſatisfaction they conceived at this 
unexpected meeting, that embracing and kiffing wit 


tranſports inexpreſſible, they continued as in an extaſie 


for ſome time, which being a little moderated, the Prince 
upon his Siſters telling him Arſacomes had left ſome of 


his Men at a diſtance in that Wood, who might yet 


make him run ſome hazard, being without Armour, put 


cn that of Ar ſacomes, which he had no ſooner done, but 


he ſaw a Man riding towards him armed at all points. 
The Princeſs no ſooner caſt her Eyes upon him, but Ah 
Brother, (cryed ſhe) ſee. yonder the perfidious Aſtyages, 
who by his pernicious Courſel has brought me into the 


danger, from which you delivered me. Upon which 


having huſhed her fears, he went to meet him, with a 
reſolution to puniſh his Treachery, and as foon as that 


wicked fellow came to a n that he might be heard: 
Well Sir, (cryed he) have you any need of our aſſiſtance? 


The Prince made no reply, but coming up to him ſeized 


his Bridle with a ſtrong Hand: Upon which finding his 

miſtake, Aſtyages endeayoured to get away, and putting 
Spurs to his Horſe, ſtrove to trample his Adverſary un- 
der his Feet ; but he failed in his intendments, for the 


Prince .crying, Traytor, thou mult dye, and give an ac- 


count of thy crimes to him whom the Gods have ſent to 


puniſh thee, heclinched his Fiſt, and with his Gantlet 


on ſmote ſo violent a blow on his Helmet, that Afyages 
thought himſelf everwhelm'd under the ruins of fome 


falling Tower, and fell ſtunn d from his Horſe quite ſenſe- 
leſs. Oroondates judged that he was not dead, yet he 


diſdain d a more perfect Victory, and being unwilling to 


nger capable of re- 


diſpatch an Enemy who was no longer « { | 
taking his. Horſe, 


take of his ſecond Victory: Brother (faid ſhe?) you are 


Kill invincible, and running to him with open Arms, nie 
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began her Endearments a new, which the Prince re- 
turned with a like affection. Bernice then thought her 
ſelf at the end of all her misfortunes; but that day which 
was to be a day of Wonders to Oroondætes was not yet 


Warriers having taken a ſufficient diſtance for their Car- 
r, turned about their Horſes, and ſetting themſelves 
fr upon their Stirrups, they met with a fury like that 
of an Impetuous Whiriwind; the Earth trembled un- 
de them, and the Banks of the River eccho'd at their 
meeting, and equally fruſtrating each others deſigns by 
receiving the blows. upon their Shields, which. were 
med at the fight of their Helmets, they ſplintered their 
avelins in a thouſand pieces without any effect, and 
ended their Carreer, no more ſhaken than two Rocks 
by the dallußg of the ſtormy Billows. At the end of 
© . _  theircourſe they drew their Swords, and wheeled about 
with a fierqeneſs able to ſtrike fear into the moſt refolved 
| xrions. Oroondates lifting up his Head, and meaſuring his 
:nemy with bis Eye, thought him to be the fame perſon 
who had paſſed by bim ſome hours before, and whom he 
ſuſpected, to have carried away S:atira, and had left Per- 
ug in che condition be had found him. In that belief 
ie, held. up his Hand, and by that ſign made ſheww tliat 
he had a defire to peak to him e're he proceeded fur- 
ther. Though theStranger had much ade to grant him 
that delay, he made a Rop for a few W and 
Oroondates, without putting up the Beaver of his Helmet. 
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e- If requeſts are decent among Enemies, (ſaid he) tell me I 

er e if you did not Fight with Perdicas to day? T 
h. haye nodeſign at all to pleaſdre you (reply d the Stranger) 
t but if you are Perdicar's Friend, you my revenge his 

ls uarrel againſt me, who both fought with Him and bear 

0 him. I defie thee then my ſelf, Cry d Oresudates furioully) = 
is to the Mortal Combat to which thou firſt didſt challenge 

- me, and which ſhall neither have ena or reſpite but by. 
2 Death. He accompanied theſe wor 
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was like to haye made kim fall from his Horſe ; 7 


bs his rage and fury to a higher degree, and lifting up his 
8 Sword, 


s BM Encmicsdiforder,cloſed yp wen to his right fide;that 


r be could not ho ; but e're he could bring this to pass, 


Studs of their Armour were beaten out in many places, 
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and pieces ofMail lay ſcattered on the Sand : The Blood 
ftreamed from divers . parts of their Bodies, and yet 
their anger was nothing abated, nor did their forces 


ſeem at all diminiſhed ; on the contrary, their wrath 
was but inflamed at the fight of their Blood, and their ani- 


moſity was redoubled by reſiſtance; but in the end, 
the Bodies of theſe two gallant Men] being neither 


Braſs nor Marble, they began to grow weaker,their loſ 


of Blood and want of Breath rendred their blows mere 


feeble, and their motion leſs nimble; their Horſes like- 
wiſe were wearied out by the fatigue and often ſhocks 


they met withal; yet theſe Warriers grappled with all 


theremainder of their Strength, and began a cloſe Fight 


with their Daggers, wounding each other ſo deeply, 


that freſh ſtreams of Blood flowed in abundance, which 
abſolutely took away the greateſt part of their Strength, 


and petting looſe their Horſes, frighted with the terror 


her afflictions then, and what lamentations did ſhe 
make over the Body of that dear Brother, in the moſt 
tender expreſſions ſhe was able to utter, and by this 
| dilafter the Gods ſeemed to have overwhelmed her in 
the moſt killing forrow her heart was capable to receive, 


of the Combat, carryed them about a hundred paces 
from each o her. That of Oroondates ſtayed firſt, and 
his Maſter with much ado turning him about to ſeek 
his Enemy, ſaw him totter in his Saddle, and preſent- 


Iy after fall upon the Sand. Proud of this Victory, he 


would have cryed, I have Conqueted, but he had not 
o much Strength as to ſpeak theſe words, nor keep his 
feat, fo that tumbling from his Horſe through very 
weakneſs, hehad no other comfort in his fall, than that 


of ſeeing his Enemy down a moment before him. 


Upon this killing ſght, the diſconſolate, or rather 


deſparing Bernice run to him quite beſides herſelf, and 
pulling off the Helmet in all haſte, ſaw him fair and 


pale, loſing his Sences with his Blood, which flowe( 


out at many wide wounds: O Gods, how great were 


in a Country where ſhe was deſtitute of all ſgecour; but 


by the diligence ſhe uſed, a little hope revived that 
yet there remained ſome Life in that gallant Prince, 
and that poſſib he might yet recover, if he periſn- 
eg not for wantof ſuccour; whereupon, conſidering 
| Ge. leaſt delay might be fatal, ſne got up and ran 
any one to _ 5 
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her in conveying him thence, whilſt the Strangers Squire, 
who greatly lamented his Matters misfortune, did the 
like. Bernice by good Fortune ſoon met that aſſiſtance - 
ſhe ſo earneſtly ſought, which were Araxis, Poleman 

and ſome of Ly/ſtmaches's Ser vants, whocame in ſearch 


ol the irince upon his long ſtay abroad, and whom ſhe 


had drawn by her crys to that part of the Wood. No 


fooner did ſhe ice them appear, but ſhe ran affrighted 
to them, and with up-litted Hands, in a beſeegching 


polture ; Whoever you are, cry'd the, if there bè any 
pity in you, 1u-cour a dying Prince, and your aſſiſtance 
will be beſtowed on one that - well deſerves it. 


Scarce had ſhe ipoke theſe words, when Araxis thought 


te knew the tone of her Voice, and though the little 
probability there was in that Encounter, made him 
very uncertain in his belief, yet did it cauſe him to look 
heedtullg on ber Face, where not᷑withſtanding the dark- 
nels begin to [teal away the light, he obſerved ſo much 


ot ther2ſemblance of that of his Princeſs, that his ſuſ- 


picion redoubled, and at laſt being confirmed in it, he 
caſt himſelf at her feet, and made himſelf known to her. 
Upon which embracing him ſhe gave him a reception 
he could not have hoped for her in an other ſeaſon. Ah 
Araxis (ſaid the) the Gods have again put me into the 
Arms of my dear Brother, only to make me a witneſs 
of his death; behold him (continued ſhe, drawing 


\ nearer him) bebold your poor Prince, yielding up his 


lite with his Blood, through a great number of Wounds. 
Tf Araxs was ſurprized at her words, he was more 
Priken at that piteous ſight, and not loſing time to an- 
{wer her, he ran ſo faſt toward him, blinded with ſud- 
den Grief, that he almoſt trod upon bim in his haſte, and 
was going to fall into bewailing complaints, when he 
remembered bis help at ſuch a time was more neceſſa 
than thoſe unprofitable teſtimonies of his Affection; and 
with the help of Bernice and Poleman immediately un- 
arming the Prince, he laboured with all his skill to ſtop 
the flowing of the remainder of that precious Blood, that 
had but too much ſtreamed already, whilſt the others 
that had come with him, provided a Hand- barroẽw to 
lay him on, and in that poſture they with all ſpeed con- 
vey'd him to Polemon's Houſe, whither Bernice ſollowed 
them in exceeding affliction, who keeping her Eye@ 
fixed upon him all the way, ſhe ſaw him come our | 
= " = 


8 


238 The Hiſtory Part Il 
his ſwoon, and by ſome little moving, accompanied with 
a weak ſigh. This raiſed her almoſt dejected hopes, and 

reſtored ſome ſerenity to her Countenance : She ſtept to 
him in a ſuſpence between joy and fear, and calling him 
twice or thrice,ſhe ſaw him turn his Head towards her, 
and gave her by that token he had ſome underſtanèing 
teft, which diſſipating the greater part of her fear; Ah 
my dear Brother, (cryed ſhe to him) you ſhall not dye, 
your Virtue is too dear to the Gods, to ſuffer you to 
periſh on this faſhion. 3 Wile 
During theſe paſſages they were come to Polemon's 
Houſe, who had haſted before to provide all things 
neceflary againſt his coming, and his wounds being 
fearched by Amintas, he cauſed a general joy, by giving 
his opinion that he might yet be recovered,and though he 
had a great many Wounds, none of them appeared to 
bim as Mortal, and that only wearinefs ang loſs of 

Blood had cauſed his ſwooning,and the Princels Bernice 
being known by Queen Thale/ris to be the Siſter of the 
great Oroondates, ſhe ran to her in an exceeding joy, and 
and with the reſt of the Princeſſes kindly welcomed her, 
with a perfect aſſurance of their extraordinary eſteem 


and reſpect towards her; which civilities ſhe repayed as 
well as the ſorrow the was in for; the diſaſter of her 


dear Brother would at that time enable her, to expreſs 
herſelf in terms ſuitable to their merit and to the obliga- 
tions they laid upon her. Ak 

The Prince by this time coming to himſelf, and ſeeing 


bis Siſter, fixed his Eyes upon her, and reſolving to give 


her ſome notice of his condition, Siſter, (ſaid he) IT am 
wounded, but my Rival is ſlain, and ungratelul Caſſandra 
Hall profit nothing by her Infidelitg. Theſe words, the 
cauſe whereof were unknown to all preſent, made 


them believe he was/light-headed,yet after theſe he ſpoke 


others of ſo good ſenſe that they partly loſt that opinion, 
but finding reſt and ſilence were neceflary for him, they 
took leave, and retired to the Chamber of Queen Thaleſtric. 

After they were departed, the Prince called Araxis 
to him, and gave a ſtrict Command, as his generoſity 


upon ſecond thoughts moved him to it, that he ſhould 


haſten to the place here the Combat had been fonghr, 
and ſee it he could there find his Valiant Enemy, and if 

he ſbund him capable of any aſſiſtance, he charged him 
to give it him as to his own perſon, and to uſe his wr 
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moſt endeavours to recover him into a condition of 
terminating their quarrel. He took orders alſo 
for Arſacomess Burial, and having given theſe orders 


in a few words, and received the deſires of Amintas to 
keep ſilence all that day, he readily complyed with 
them, when the next morning he was viſited by his 


Siſter Queen Thaleſtris and others, Who expreſſed a livel 

Joy in hopes of his ſpeedy amendment; and whil 

they were there Araxis came in, and told his 
Maſter, that he had in vain ſought for the Bodies of the 
Stranger, and of Arſacomes, and that ſome one having 
taken them away, had hindred him of doing the laſt 
Offices of Burial.Oroondates expreſſed ſome trouble at ir. 
fe then told the Princeſſes in what condition he had 
found Perdicas, and as much aſtoniſhed them with 
thoſe laſt effects of his generoſity, as he joyed them with 
the news of Statira's ſafety,whoſe loſs they had 'deplored 
as well as he; and then particularly directing His diſ- 
courſe to Bernice ; Siſter, (ſaid he) We have not yet had 
time to entertain one another ſinee our meeting; I 

burn with impatience to learn your adventures, and 
the cauſe that brought you into this Country. I intreat 
you to ſatisße me in it, in the preſence of this fair 
Queen, who need not be ſuſpected to us. Brother, 
(replyed the Princeſs) provided yeur health may re- 
cei ve no prejudice by your attention in ſo long a diſ- 
courſe, J am ready to ſatisſie you in your requeſt, and 
to tell you wonders that are unknown to you, and 
wherewith, as you remember, I never had the liberty 
to entertain you, during your Impriſonment. The 
Princeſs then turning towards Amint as, asked his ap- 


probation, and he having aſſured her that the Prince 


for ſome time might hearken to her without danger 
of his health, ſhe began the relation of her adventures 
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Ho ſhall I be able, dear Brother, to avow my 


faults and weakneſſes to you, and what account 
ſhall I give of a Life which you muſt needs judge Cri- 
minal, if you Judge my Actions with ſeverity ; and it 
you have not ſome regard to a dear memory, to reaſons 
that are ſuſpicious enough, and to the frailty of our 
Nature. Indeed this conſideration abaſhes me, and 
makes me fear as many changes in my Countenance in 
this relation, as you will find changes in my Fortune. 
After this preparation to my diſcourſe, and a reliance on 
your affection, waving any further Apology, I will 
make you a particular relation of rhe moir material 
actions of my Life, whereof you are ignorant, and 
with part whereof I had entertained you in Scythia, 
but for rhe Spies that were ſer about me and over you 
in your Impriſonment, as alſo the order that was taken 
about your departure. I will therefore begin my re- 
cital from the time that you firſt went to the Court of 
Perſia, and neither tell this fair Queen my Birth, which 
me cannot be ignorant of after the knowledge of yours, 
nor the particulars of my Infancy, which have nothing 
conſiderable in them, and whereof the remembrance is 
but too deeply drowned in thoſe of my more impor- 
tant adventures. Heng . 
The firſt thing that made an afflicting impreſſion on 
my tender Heart was your going from us, and though 
ſaw marks of remembrance in a Leiter which was given 
me from you, that teſtimony of your affection ſerved 
only to make me more ſenſible of your departure, _ 
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g I with my particular affection ſerved only to accompa- 
| ny that general Sadneſs which ſeized upon the whole 
Court for that occaſion. The King expreſſed an ex- 
traordinary Grief, and Condemned the lightneſs of 
your Youth by words which ſufficiently made known 
ow ardently he loved you at that time, and his Sor- 
row could be only moderated by the Love he began to 
expreſs to Stratonice, Siſter to Arſacomes, and Daughter 
to the Prince of Iſedon. She was bred up with me, 
though I was younger than ſhe by five or ſix years, and 
I may truly ſay, that her Beauty, the excellency of her 
Wit, and a great many good qualities, which ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſec, had procured in me a real friendſhip towards. 
her. It is true, ſhe never made uſe of her Wit to add 
new Graces to her Beauty, which was well enough ap- 
roved 3 yet ſhe failed not often to employ all her 
ubtilties ro ſeek her own Advantages; and perceiving 
the King had ſettled his Affections upon her, and was 
reſolved to enjoy her perſon, ſhe fo crafrily managed 
kis humour, that ſhe little regarded any favours he 
beſtowed upon her above others. Whilſt ſhe found 
his Inclinations tended to no other at firſt than to 
make her his Miſtreſs, and only to cauſe her to glitter 
near a Throne in a tinſel Splendour, whilſt her ambiti- 
on aim d at no leſs than to be his Queen. Ag firſt indeed, 
when the Kings Love was in its beginning, knowing 
how dearly I lov'd her, ſhe made no ſcruple to de- 
clare tome all his Proceedings, and defired me to ſet 
down the Order ſhe ſhould follow, if that fancy 
ſhould run on. I approved her Difcretion, and chank'd 
her for the Reſpe& ſhe ſhewed me; but not believing 
the courſe of the Kings Affection to her would be of 
any Importance, I referred the Conduct of it to her 
own Prudence, as being younger than ſhe, and more 
ignorant in matters of Love. In the mean time the. 
King proceeded in that paſſion, that by little and little 
made the World begin to loſe the opinion of his Con- 
ſtaney; and Straromce, to change the part of her Mo- 
deſty into an Ambition , which' made her raiſe her 
[houghts unto unjuſt Hopes, ſhe then left off ſpeaking. 
to me any more rouching the Kings Proſecutions, and 
concealed that from me, which had forme ly mide 
part of our Entertainment. I carried my (elf with fo 
much innocence W that I dived not _ 


_ Te wy . 
her intentions, and I could not then conceiye her De- 
fires aim'd at that Dignity, he th fince 9 80 

but not to be tedious to you in this paſſage, I ſoon 


after diſcovered by three Letters ſhe one day dropt in 


my Chamber, when ſhe came to pay me a Vikt, that 
all ſhe had told me of the indifferency of her Love to 
the King, and how ſhe had laboured all ſhe could to 
make me believe, that his pretenſions were but a meer 
jece of Gallantry to divert himſelf, was but diſſimu- 
ation, and this breach of friendſhip cauſed in me an 
extream averſion to her; yet ſhe little minded it, but 
ſo craftily carried on her Deſign, that when ſhe found 


her Wit and Beauty had raiſed the Kings paſſion to the 


higheſt degree, ſhe ſet forth all her Charms with Ad- 
vantage, to gain what her Ambition aim'd to poſlels, 


and made the King at laſt deſpair of enjoying her by 
any other than lawful means, which yet he was not 
reſolved to make uſe of. For notwithſtanding his ex- 


ceſs of Affection to that Princeſs, he was too great a Po- 


litician, to prefer the motions of his Love before the 


confideration of his State, and to run on to a Marriage, 


that would be condemned by his Neighbours, and 
murmured at by all * yet * 
fideration of the great Love he bore her, the more to 
oblige her, raiſed Arſacomes her Brother to the higheſt 
Dignities next to himſelf in the Kingdom, wh ch hap- 
pineſs quickly drew on him the envy of tke Courtiers ; 
for in that high ſtation he carried himſelf proud 
enough, and being of a very haughty remper, he found 
matter ſufficient in his fortune to become inſolent and 


inſupportable by his vanity. He was Liberal, but he 


gave with Oſtentation, and when he had done any one 
a Courteſe to the King, he would fer fo high a Value 
on it, as took away part of the Obligation; and I be- 
heve it was only his Pride, that made him raiſe his 
Eyes to the Daughter of his King. And ſeeing nothing 
in £37274, which according to the vanity of his conceit 
Was beiow him, he believed that without abaling him- 


elt, he could not addreſs his Thoughts to one of 


weancr Quality; it was a long time ere I diſcovered 
them, but the reflections I have made ſince puts me 
in mind of many Actions I ſaw him do in the begin- 
ning of his Love, which were ſufficient to have made 
me ob er ve it, if I had not been fo much concerne 2 
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that time. In all places he kept his Eyes fixed on my 
face, he often ſighed and changed Colour in my pre- 
ſence, he ſought out and affected occaſions of being 


near me, and when he met with any of doing me ſer- 


vice, he embraced them with care, which his ambiti- 
ous Humour would not have permitted him to have 
taken for any other Princeſs, except her to whom he 
had given his Affections. I valued my ſelf enough 


to receive all his ſervices as the Duties to which my 


Birth oblig d him, and ſeeing in him every day new 
marks of Complacency and Civility towards me, I 
witneſſed my ſenſe of them by all manner of good 
uſage, and accompanied the Kings eſteem of him with 
the proof of mine. VFFPFFCCV 24s 1dr 5 
One day it happened he came with the King into my 

Chamber, and took the liberty to go into my Cloſet; * 


whilſt the King held me in ſome diſcourſe, and finding 


Pen, Ink and Paper, a thought came then into his 
mind, it would be ſeaſonable by ſuch means to make 
his Love known to me, upon which he fell to writing, 
at which he ſtay d ſo long, that the King going away 
without him, I was not a little ſurprized to find him 
there. He no ſooner faw me enter, bur ſtarting up on 
a ſudden, with much Reſpe& he begged my Pardon for 

the Liberty he had taken, haſtily cloſing up his Paper. 

He eaſily obtained it, yet I know not what Curioſity 

made me at that time deſirous toſee what he had written 

there. He made many Excuſes, but at laſt, Madam; 
(aid he) I have vowed never to diſobey you, whiltt 
I live, and of what importance ſoever my ſecret is; it 
is impoſſible for me, to conceal it from you, ſince you 
have expreſsly commanded me to let you know it; 

but firſt give me leave to tell you, that I have ſet down 

in this Paper the true Declaration of my Paſſion for a 
Princeſs, whoſe Divine Qualities ought to place her 
above the rank of Mortals, and my Reſpect to her hath 
hitherto kept my Tongue tied up with an extream Ty- 


ranny: I have ſuffered for her without accuſing her, I 


have ſuffered in her preſence without declaring any 
Torments otherwiſe than by my Looks, and other 
mute Expreſſions of my Paſſion ; I have a thouſand 


times called for help from my Courage to unlooſe my.” 


Tongue; which only in this Adventure is deprived 1 
its function; but that n Miſtreſs of my Life 
EP Has 
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Extra averſion to her ; 85 ſhe little minded it, but 
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was below him, he believed that without abaling kim- 
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elf, he could nor addreſs his Thoughts to one of 
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face, he often ſighed and changed Colour in my pre- 
ſence, he ſought out and affected occaſions of being 


near me, and when he met with any of doing me ſer- 


vice, he embraced them with care, Which his ambiti- 
ous Humour would not have permitted him to have 
taken for any other Pr inceſs, except her to whom he 


had given his Affections. I valued my ſelf enough 
to receive all his ſervices as the Duties to which my 


Birth oblig d him, and ſeeing in him every day new 
marks of Complacency and Civility towards me, I 
witneſſed my. ſenſe of them by all manner of good 
uſage, and accompanied the Kings eſteem of him with 
the proof of mine. erte ee 2 

One day it happened he came with the King into my 
Chamber, and took the liberty to go into my Cloſet; 


whilſt the King held me in ſome diſcourſe, and finding 


Pen, Ink and Paper, a thought came then into his 
mind, it would be ſeaſonable by ſuch means to make 
his Love known to me, upon which he fell to writing, 
at which he ſtay'd ſo long, that the King going away 


without him, I was not a little ſurprized to find him 


there. He no ſooner ſaw me enter, but ſtarting up on 
aſudden, with much Reſpect he begged my Pardon for 
the Liberty he had taken, haſtily cloſing up his Paper. 
He eaſily obtained it, yet I know not what Curioſity 
made me at that time deſirous toſee what he had written 
there. He made many Excuſes, but at lait, Madam; 
(laid he) I have vowed never to diſobey you, wilt: 
{ live, and of what importance ſoever my ſecret is, it 
is impoſſible for me, to conceal it from you, ſince you 
have expreſsly commanded me to let you know it; 
but firſt give me leave to tell you, that I have ſet down 
in this Paper the true Declaration of my Paſſion for a 
Princeſs, whoſe Divine Qualities ought to place her 
above the rank of Mortals, and my Reſpect to her hath 
hitherto kept my Tongue tied up with an extream Ty - 


ranny: I have ſuffered for her without accuſing her, I 


have ſuffered in her, preſence without declaring any 
Torments otherwiſe than by my Looks, and other 
mute Expreſſions of my Paſſion; I have a thouſand 


times called for help from my Courage to unlooſe my.” 
Tongue, which only in this Adventure is deprived of 


its function; but that ee Miſtreſs of my 1 
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has as often impoſed me filence by the profound Re- 
ſpect I bear her, and has reduced me to the neceſſity 
of rracing out theſe words with my Hand, which fear 
will not ſuffer my Mouth to utter. She ſhall read 
them herſelf, and upon this Paper, and ſee my real Ado- 
ration of her, ſince ſhe herſelf has deſired it. If it be 
ſo (ſaid I innocently) you ſtand not lightly in her 
favour, and you ought to hope ſhe will net diſap- 
prove your Deſigns, ſeeing ſhe makes uſe of the Power 
ſhe has over you, to oblige you to declare them to her. 
Alas! (replyed he with a ſigh) that is a thing to 
which I cannot lawfully raiſe my hopes, and that 
which I love is ſo high, that Arſacomes is unworthy to 
look upon it; yet it's certain, I take not this Liberty 
without an expreſs Order from my Princefs, yet am 
ignorant what the ſucceſs will be, and I may learn it, 
Madam, from your ſelt, after you have read this Paper. 
Four Thoughts will be the Thoughts of that Divine 
Perſon, and your fair Mouth will, without doubt, pro- 
nounce the Sentence I ſhall receive from her. 
a diſcourſe with me, I am not ſo dull of capacity as 
that I ſhould need mere ample Expoſitions of it; but 
at that time I was ſo young, and to ſay truth, fo 
fimple, and ſo innocent, that I underſtood not his 
Subtilty, and without ſounding any deeper into his 
intentions, or reaſoning any longer with him, I took 
the Paper he preſented to me, and in it read theſe 
Ward! 5 5 1 
Zo have deſired, Divine Princeſs, to haow my ſecret 
Thoughts; accuſe therefore your own Commands of my 
 Timerity, and remember that 1 obey you in declaring that 
die for you. That ſame Neſpect which hath made me 
dumb whole years together, had yet concealed from your fair 1) 
Eyes this preſumptuous Paper, where you now read this if! 
Criminai Diſcovery of my Paſſion, if your own Month had me 
not expreſsly forbidden me. Give me leave therefore, ſince 
you have commanded me to make Corfeſſions of a Fault, 
whereby I neither can or will repent my ſelf. It is true, far 
loſt Divine Princeſs, that Arſacomes adores you, and 
that to thoſe many powerful reaſons that tie him to your 
ſervice, he hath added an Inclination yet mere powerful. aga 
 Condemn it not as a Crime, ſince it is of the ſame nature fun 
ne have of that of the Gods themſelves; Aud that in conſi- Fat 
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If in the Condition Inow am one ſhould hold ſuch 
ri 
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ding von at the Moſt Lovely Princeſ in the World, he 
2 yon alſo as her, whom of all the Princeſſes of the 


World he is leaſt worthy to ſerve. 


Think, if after the diſcourſe which had paſt before, 
I could any longer doubt whether theſe words were 
addreſſed to me; yet I was ſo ſimple, or rather I found 
ſo little likelihood that Arſacomes ſhould have ſuch a 
preſumption, that I gave no way at all to ſuch a Be- 
lief, and with the ſame Innocence I had ſhewed before, 
Ipray d him, if I might, to tell me the name of that 
Princeſs, for whom he had a Paſſion ſo full of Reſpett. 
Idare not (anſwered he, though my Princeſs hath already 
commanded me) pronounce her name before you; 
but ſince I cannat reſiſt her Will, and that you have 
neither learned it by reading theſe words, nor by our 
Converſation, you will be pleaſed, that my Pen having 
already done the Office of my Tongue, may proſecute 
its Crime to the utmoſt, and write it upon the Letter, 
which I will leave in your hands, upon condition you 
will not read it till after I am gone from you. I pro- 
miſed what he deſired, and then taking the Pen again 
he put a Superſcription upon his Letter, and having 
returned it with a ſubmiſſive Reverence he took his 
leave of me: But, O Gods! how great was any aſto- 
niſnment when I read : | | 


To the Princeſs Bernzce. 


I ſate down in a Chair in the greateſt Confuſion ma- 
ginable, when Cyllenia came to me, who of all others 
of my Maids I moſt truſted and loved; ſhe preſenily 
asked me the cauſe of that ſudden Alteration, ſhe per- 
ceived in me; Upon which, Let me alone Ollienia (laid 
1) let me paſs over my ill Humour, and believe that 
if I thought thee an accomplice of Arſacomes his Ti- 
merity, I would baniſh thee out of my fight for ever. 
She was aſtoniſhed at that threat, and made great 
Proteſtations of her Innocence, and perſwaded me to 
far that I diſcovered my trouble to her; but in ſuch 
terms, as made her judge that Arſacomes was extreatniy 
ill in my opinion. After I had uttered many reproaches 
*ainſt his preſumption, I was inclined to have it 
guniſhed, by demanding Juſtice from the King my 
Father againſt the Inſolency 3 2 Subject; bur. a | 
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ſacomes was but little moved at that ſhew of my diſ- 
pleaſure, and having patiently hearkned to all ſhe ſaid 

to him from me; Cyllenia (ſaid he) the Offence the 
hate thoſe that love her, ſne muſt then hate all that ſee 


have any Repentance, and ſo long as ſhe has no other 


with my Blood; but that in a condition full of Inno- 
cence, ſhe cannot but without Injuſtice inflict pains 


the Gods ſhall give me life and knowledge. 


not this uſage for a Repulſe, it rather emboldened him 
dsc perſiſt in his Deſign, being ſo vain as to hope he 
mould overcome me at laſt, and that the difficulty of 


could not have acceſs to me alone, he took his op- 
portunity to come with the King, and forced me to 
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I remembred the Conſideration" he had for him, and 


the Power Stratonice had over him, I forbore that De- 
tign, judging I ſhould not-obtain all the reparation. 1 
might lawfully deſire ; and I reſolved, without begging 
aſſiſtance, to keep off that audacious man by all man- 
ner of Scorn and ill Uſage. k commanded Cylienia to 
forbid him my Apartment, and to give him expreſs 
order never to appear before me. She performed 
that charge the next day, and after told me, that A- 


Princeſs has received from me, is not ſo: great as ſhe 
hath fancied it, and if ſhe will diſpoſe her ſelf to 


her. If I never commit other Crimes, I thall never 


reaſon to accuſe me. I ſhall not think my. ſelf guilty 
towards her. Tell her therefore, if I had injured; her 
in the ſmalleft Thought, I would waſh my Fault off 


upon me, a thouſand times ſharper than Death it ſelf; 
nor can I hinder my ſelf from loving her, ſo long as 


Upon this Report of Ollenia, J found ſo much Ir- 
reverence and Diſrepect in his words, that the hatred I. 
had already conceived againſt him was thereby fully 
redoubled. He received proofs of it at the firſt Vibt 
he would have made me, and my Maids having had 
ſuck order from: me, refuſed him Entrance into my 
Chamber, telling him I was not well, and he was uſed 
in the ſame faſhion as often as he came; but he took 


his Conqueſt would yield him more Glory, and more 
Satisfaction, when he had gained it. And ſeeing he 


ſuttet his preſence againſt my reſolution; but by that 
manner of ptoceeding, wherein he ſhewed ſo little 
Qvzedience, ant ſo littie Compliance with my deſires, 
A ingenlec maß anger, and fa ipite ſooyiplenty,: that 
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1 was hardly able te diſſemble it. One day, being 
come into my Chamber on this faſhion,” lie drew. near 
to a Window, where the King was * to me, and 
when the King ſtept afide to ſpeak to ſome of the 
Princes that came in his Train, I took that time to 
declare my reſentments: And as ſoon as ever he began 
to open his mouth 3} Arſacomes (ſaid 1 ſharply) con- 
ſider who Fam, and who you are your ſelf; and ſince 
you have preferred my hatred before the eſteem I had 
of you, diſpoſe your ſelf to ſuffer it eternally, with all 
the diſddains that are due to a difobedience, and to an 
inſokeney tiks yours ! 
As confident as Arſacumes was, he was ſo abaſhed 
with' theſe! words, that he was not able to difſemble it. 
He chanig'd colour twice or thrice ; but whilft he was 
preparing to anſwer, I left him, and having found 
ſome pretence to joyn with the Company again, I no 
pond dg him the conveniency to ſpeak to me. And 
after that day, knowing' how much his carriage had 
diſpleaſed me, he behaved himſelf with more moderati- 
on, and fear of 1 me; and ſeeing how care- 
fully Fkept him from all occaſions of entertaining me, 
he contented himfelf with ſhewing me his perſeve- 
tance, or rather obſtinacy, by his looks and by his 
actions. Whilſt he ſtood upon theſe terms with me, 
the King was upon thoſe with Stratonice; he laboured 
every day to overcome her, yet ſhe yielded but a very 
little, and following the crafty Councels of her Mother, 
and her own ambitious inclination, ſhe opened her 
way towards the Throne by her gentle cunning re- 
P77 ˙ TT of 7 
One day, when Ar/acomes had vexed me by ſome 
words he had ſaid to me at the Temple of Mars, 
hilt I was at my Devotion, I refolved no longer to 
hide his inſolency from the King, but made my com- 
plaints of his daring preſumption, in terms that made 
the King ſee I was deeply incenſed. He had already 
ſome ſuſpicion of it upon light appearances, whereon 
he had grounded no aſſurance; but at that time he 
ſeemed urprized with the news, and made ſhew to 
diſapprove Arſacomes his boldneſs in the preſence of 


Straronice, and to. expreſs his diſpleaſure in ſuch 
terms as nearly touched that Princeſs,” who neverthe- 
leſs thought ſhe could do no -_ than make ſome ex- 


cuſe 
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Cuſe on her Brother's behalf, to pacific the Kings anger: 
It is true Sir (aid ſhe) that Arſacomes has done amiſs, 
Nor will I alledge any, thing unto your Majalty for his 
Juſtification 3 yet if the Princeſs might be ſerved by 
any one below a King, Arſacomes might with juſtice 
diſpute that advantage with all thoſe that do not 
wear Crowns, fince he is born a Prince, and that by 


your Majeſty above him, within the limits of your 
Empire. And though this conſideration cannot ex- 
empt him from blame, ſince it is true, that he is born 
your Subject, yet, Sir, the offence he hath committed is 
not a wilful one, and the Princeſſes Beauty hath not 
left him reaſon enough to conſider the inequality 
there is between them. In brief, Sir, if your Majeſty 
will give me leave te ſpeak freely to you, Ar/acome; 
his faults have taken preſident from yours, and it is 
per chance by yours, that he believed he might autho- 
rize his, ſince che diſproportion is no greater between 
Arſacomes and the Princeſs your Daughter, than be- 
tween your Majeſty and Arſacomes his Siſter. And 
| that Arſacomes doth not exalt himſelf more in ſerving 
1 the Daughter of his King, than his King abaſeth him- 
8 ſelf in honouring the Sifter of Arſacomes with his Af- 


and ſhew him, by ceaſing to abaſe your Thoughts unto 
your Subje&, thathe ought and may ceaſe to raiſe his 
unto his Princeſs. : | 28 2 
Cunning $!ratoxice would not have ſpoken this, but 
that ſhe was certain the King would not take her at 
her word, and that his Paſſion was no longer in terms 
to be diſengaged, nor of ſo much force as ſuffering any 
oppoſition to his Deſires. And ſhe carried not this affair 
ſo cunningly, but that by her diſcourſing to me, [I 
ſoon had a perfect knowledge that all aſſiſtance being 
=_ denied me, . I was deſtined to thoſe Miſeries I fince 
{ 4 have felt. My Affairs at Court were in this conditi- 
= : on when the valiant Arſaces firſt appeared there, 
Who appeaſed not more troubles in ecythia than he 
had raiſed within my ſoul, _ N 
The Princeſs would have proceeded, when ſhe faw 
her Brother's face grow pale, and in it found ſome 
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your goodneſs and by his birth he hardly ſees any but 


fection. Therefore tis only your Majeſty can teach 
him by your example, to become Maſter of his Paſſion, 
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marks of extraordinary indiſpoſition, which made her 
fer what ſhe had further to ay till a more con- 


venient opportunit x. 


The end of the Fifth Book. : 
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TH E Princeſs of S$c3thia taking leave of her Brother 

1 by the advice of Amintas his Phyſician, that he 

might reſt, for the better recovery of the ſudden IIl- 
, Which had ſeized him, ſhe and the Amaxonian 


Queen went to paſs the reſt of the Evening in the plea- 


fant Grove adjoyning to Polemon's Houſe, where 
having traverſed ſeveral paths under the pleaſing ſhade, 
that ſcreened their dazling Beauties from-the-amorous 
Sun, which otherwiſe would have been buſie in ſeal- 
ing Kiſſes from them, as taking them beth for more 
tranſcendent Beauties, than his beloved Leuoot hee; 


they heard a mournful voice, and by a Fountain-ſide, 
under a tuft of ſpreading Trees they beheld a Woman 


lying extended on the Graſs, whom they knew to be 
*olemon's Daughter, and whoſe ſighs and com —_— 
er af- 


made them both deſirous to know the cauſe o 


fliction, that they might afford her that charitable 


Conſolation, which their Generoſity and Compaſſion 
made them think due to one in diſtreſs, and one who ' 
had rendred them all the ſervices and reſpe& they 
could defire, fince their abode at her Fathers Houſe, 


Upon this reſolve they diſcovered themſelyes to her; 
ang ſhe, very willing to oblige ſuch great and virtuous 


Prins 
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Pyinceſſe, at their earneſt Requeſt waired on them ts 


their Chamber, and conſented to give them an Accoum 
of the Diſaſters that had befallen her to the diſqu ict- 
ing her repoſe, and imbittering all the ſweets of 2 
life, before had poſſeſſed in great tranquility of 


THE. 


HISTORY 
ern 


BE ING entred the Chamber, and having conveniently 
— placed themſelves on the fide of the Bed, the ſor- 
rowful Alcione, after a few ſighs had made way to the 
utterance of her words, began her narration in the fol- 
lowing manner: _ | | VEG 

Moſt Honoured Ladies (ſaid ſhe) although our Qua- 
lity be not the higheſt in this Province, neither is it of 
the loweſt rank, my Father has been intruſted with 
great Commands, and other affairs of * 
under good King Darius, and ſtood loyal in all things, 
even when Atxander's Fortune triumphed over that 
Prince. We lived happy in Babylon, ſome time before 
treacherous Bagiſtanes revolting delivered up the Cit- 
tadel he commanded to conquering Alexander, He 
had a Nephew named Theander, who falling in Love 
with me, and -whoſe Virtues and good Quaſities, il- 
luſtrated by the gracefulneſs of his perſon, and all his 
Actions ſo much differing from thoſe of his Relations, 
ſoon gain d that Conqueſt over my heart he ſo much 
deſired, and ſo many ways had laboured to obtain. In 
briet, we were married by the conſent of our Relations 
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n either ſide, lived in great tranquility, and con 
tele in nothing more than which of . Bec ove. 
each other moſt ; bur in the height of this happineſs 
Theander's Honour called him to the aſſiſtance of his 
King, and that of his ſinking Country ; when, taking 
leave offine with a thouſand endearments,he left me to 
the care of Aſtiages his Brother, and Bayiftaver his 
Unkle, two as wicked as he was virtuous. They re- 
ceived that charge with much contentment, a Ta the' 
beginning uſed me with all the civil reſpec I could de- 
fire, till that little Beauty the Gods have given me, 
2 a cauſe of my affliction, inflamed Bagiſtanes (though 
old) with Iuſtful deſires of enjoying me. He ſhewed 
his intentions by his words and geſtures, yet I little 
minded them, till he prevailed with wicked Aſtiagesnto 
tell me his deſign in theſe terms, that left me no longer 
ignorant; He being one day in my Chamber,and'perceiv- 
ing himſelf alone with me, took my hand, and holding it 
between his, when having looked upon me a while 
without ſpeaking, and then breaking ſilence; Siſter 
(aid he) will you not confeſs one thing to me, which 
I defire to know of you? And upon this having aſſured 
him I would conceal nothing from him, You are a diſ- 
ſembler (replyed he) and how great à freedom ſoever 
you feign towards me, you never yet told me that 
Bagiſtanes courts you, and that he hath long perſecuted 
you. Bluſh nor {continued he, ſeeing my colour riſe) 
nor go about to diſguiſe that which from his on mouth 
I have already learned: Though the confuſion J was in 
had till then kept me ſilent, I could no langer be ſo at 
that offenſive Diſcourſe; hut looking on him with an 
accuſing eye: How (ſaid I) Aſtiages have you heard it 
from Bagiſtanes himſelf, and are you Theander's Bro- 
ther? Aftiages, without once being moved at that 


demand; Fall not into a paſſion, Siſter (reylyed he) but 
be pleaſed, as your neareſt Kinſman, that I give you 
advice in this Encounter: I am Theanders Brother, and 
being ſo, I ſhall only ſcek his advantage, and your own; 


you. know how much HBagiſtanes is able to do for him, 
or rather you are ſenſible how little he is able to do 


without. . z all his ſupport, all his ſupplies, 
and even all his pretenſions remain in him, and it is 
only by the credit of our Unkle that our Houſe can 


maintain it ſelf in its Dignity, and raiſe it to the 


1122 


chiefeſt of this Province. After this knowledge you P. 
ought not to eſtrange his Affections from us, to make of 


them paſs unto ſome other Family, who will profit by thi 
our loſſes, and enrich themſelves with that- which we tw 
ought lawfully.to hope for ; you may regard his paſſion ni. 
better than you have done, without violating the faith MW tc 
you owe unto your Husband; and though his deport- tit 
ment may cauſe ſome averſion in you, our pretenſi. ( 
- * ons are not of ſo ſmall a reckoning, but that Then. a 
der himſelf if he be wiſe would adviſe you to difſem- 4 
ble it for the conſervation of them: Beſides, Bagiſta. pL 
wes is ſo old that you need not at all fear your re. m 
putation, and your complyance with him cannot Ml fi 
be of any long continuance. He ſaid many other to 
things: And whilſt he was going to ſeek reaſons to W 
perſwade me to ſo baſe a deſign, my patience utterly hi 
forſook me, and my reſentment made me break forth W 
with a violence, O Gods! (cryed T) is it poſſible it ſa 
ſhould be from my Husbands Brother that I hear this m 
ſtrange propoſition. Go baſe man, get thee gone, and cc 
believe, that if thy Family be capable of ſuch a wicked- ag 
nels, Alcione ought not to have been matched into it; W 
and if Theander ſhould be fo baſe to have thoughts ce 
like thine, know that perhaps I ſhould be courageous B 
enough to puniſh that in his perſon, which my con- cf 
tempt of thee makes me neglect in thine. - tc 
1 ſpake many other words full of ſcorn and anger, ih 
but that diſloyal fellow, who had already prepared h: 
himſelf for my reproaches, was but a little moved with m 
all I ſaid, and from that time perſecuted me in the Ml ti 
ſame manner, as often as he could ſeek an opportunity d 
to find me alone, and was not without the impudence ſu 
do tell me, that Theander himſelf, if he was wiſe, would 1 
counſel me to comply with Bagiſtanes his deſires, 
egy he was old, and very rich, and that being with- at 
out Children, his Fortune would fall amongtt us, if E 
we took care not to diſpleaſe him, Bernice interrupring Fe 
Alcione in this part of her ſtory; You have ſpoken of tl 
one Aſtiages, (ſaid ſhe) that name is but too well t! 
known to me, and but that he, who I mean, is the il F 
wickedeſt of all men living, I ſhould ask if he were F 
not your Brother in Law. Ah! Madam, (anfwered 7 
Acione) you give the bett Character ot him, that I can h 
receive to know him by, he was the molt preverſe and at 
talleft man that ever lived j and to give you other marks: tl 
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of him, he was reaſonable tall of ſtature, his hair ſome- 
thing reddiſh, and if he be yet alive, his Age is about 
two or three and thirty. Ah dear Alcione! ſaid Ber- 
nice, tis the very ſame, and that perfid ious man has but 


| too greata'ſhare in my adventures, as you may learn in 


time. After this Alcione going on, I would, Madam, 
(continued ſhe) have gone to my Father's Houſe, to 
avoid the perſecution of that wicked fellow, till I hean- 
gers return, but that I feared to make a noiſe, and 
publiſh a thing that might bring a ſtain upon the fa- 
mily I was matched into, and to cauſe ſuch ſenſible af 
flickions to my dear Theander, when at laſt he returned 
to my great ſatisfaction. I received that dear Husband 
with Tranſports of Joy equal to his. Theander made 
his known to me by a thouſand proofs of a real paſſion, 
whole days ſtole away in the firſt Raptures, and I may 
ſay then my ſorrows were led aſleep, and I thought 
my ſelf in the Haven, toward which I ſteered by my 
continual Prayers; but I ſoon found them awakened 
again, and my ſelf deceived in my -exyeRation ; for 
wicked Aſtiages, in whom all ſhame” was extinguiſhed, 
ceaſed not to r me, as he done before, and now 
Bagiſtanes had a more plauſible pretence, to viſit us 
often, and innocent Theander many times carried me 
to the Cittadel, to pay that Unkle a viſit, though 
ſhewed a great repugnancy to it; when one day being 
haſtily called away, he left me alone with him: I was 
much troubled at this accident, which he perceiving, . . 
the better to ſettle me, only talked to me at firſt of-1n- 
different matters, and then prayed me to ſee his Trea- 
ſure, which conſiſted of ſo much Gold, and fo many 
joreks that I had never before beheld fuch ſtore of 
iches. But when he perceived I appeared aſtoniſhed 
at that ſight, he looked upon me with an inflamed 
Eye, and preſſing my Hand between his; O Al. 
cione (cry'd he) all that thou ſeeſt is thine, and if 
thou perſiſt not in thy obſtinate reſolution to hate me, 
thou mayſt diſpoſe of all mv Riches, and of my Life. 
Fly me not (continued he ſeeing I would have got 
away, and that I did all T could to pull my hands 
from between his) but with ſome ſenſe of pity, Behold 
him that loves you better than himſelf; fee how diſ- 
advantageous your ingratitude is to you, and confider 
the prize your. inhumanity makes you to loſe ; you 
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may by one effect of Love (or if you will, but of Com- 


paſſion) 


) / 
= 
a * 
. 


254 
— reſtore quietneſs to my mind, and become the 
ieſt Woman in the World. 

The deteſtable old fellow brought forth theſe words 
with ſtammerings, and looking on me with eyes in- 
flamed with luſtful defires, wherein his horrible de. 
ſign was lively repreſented, whilſt he held my hand ſo 
faſt that I could not diſengage my ſelf; I was ſo amazed 
and ſeized with mortal apprehenſions, rhat my fear 
kept me from falling into ſuch a rage againſt him, as] 
mould have if I had in another condition, yet had 
I courage enough to call my Reaſon to my Aſſiſtance, 
and to repreſent conſiderations to him that were capi- 
ble to have perſwaded the wicked Wretch from his evil 
Deſigns: O Sagiſtanes (ſaid I, counterfeiting a fearful. 
neſs) what do you do, have you forgot the Gods, have 
vou forgot your Blood, and have you forgotten your 
_ own Honour? do you remember that you are Theander's 
Unkle, or rather his Father, and chat Alcione is the 
Wife of your Nephew ? Do you not fear Remorſe of 
Conſcience, do you not fear Infamy, do you not fear 
Heavens-Thunder , which hangs: over guilty heads? 
Open your eyes, Bagiftanes, and conſider your crigh 
with horrour, ſuch abominable Thoughts are unworiy 
of a noble mind, nor can you continue in them with- 
out fixing an Eternal ſhame upon your memory. 
I had ſaid a great deal more if the pernicious old 
man would have ſuffered me to have gone on; but he 
ſtopt his Ears to all my words, and {till keeping his 
eyes upon my face, O Alcione (replyed he) ceaſe to ſet 


theſe remonſtrances before him who is no longer in 2 


condition to profit by them; but give me life, unlels 
thou wilt have me dye here preſently at thy feet. This 
ſo troubled me, that after I had reproached him in terms 
that made him ſufficiently ſee how nuch I deteſted 


him, whilſt he was fallen on his knees in a bleed- 


ing poſture, and cloſely graſping mine, I ruſhed for- 
ward with iuch a violence as threw him all along on 
the floor, and not caring what became of him, I 
haſted away, and as I was running down Stairs, With 
a ſpced that ſufficiently exprefied my fear, I met Cleont- 


mus, a near Kiniman to Thearder, and oue who: he en- 


tirely love for his Virtue and Valcur, and to whom 
for many conſiderations J by his example had a {ingular 
reſpect and eftcem, as he truly merited ot all that Knew 
him. I praiſed the Gods fer that encòunter, and not 


being 
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i Ga} tion ric to conſider all Ldid, Le 


being in a ce o conſidet all Ldid, Leaſt 
ofely embracing him: Dear 


— of Caffandra. | 4» 19 
A 2? alt | 
m I pon him, and. 


ulim, fd I, dear Cleonzmur, faye me. | 


, dear Ce, ae me. My actions 
and my words amazed tum, to that all he could do mas 
to put forth fũs arms to me, and ask me in a great trouble, 
what Accident had befallen me, and what Service I de- 
fired from him? Carry me from hence (anſwered 1) 
and when you have brought me home, I will tell you 
my misfortune: Cleonimus without queſtioning me any 
further aſſured me, he would dye for Theander's Intereſt 
and mine, and by the authority he had over the Souldiers 
in the Cittadel we eaſily paſſed through, be 
come home, I made no difficulty to tell all that had be- 
fallen me, and the great trouble, it had put me in; 
when during my diſcourſe he ſhrunk up his ſhoulders, 
and lifting his Eyes towards Heaven with aſtoniſhment, 
after he had continued a while ſilent, he. told me, This 
was an uſual thing with Bagiſtanes to all his Kinf- 
women, that were any thing fair and lovely; but it he 
xrſiſted in his horrible Intendments, he added that 
le would offer up his life for the defence of my ho- 
nour, and Theanders Intereſt ; and that he well knew 
that Bagiſtanes, if he were bold enough, would be 
wicked enough to attempt any kind of Villany, yet 
no doubt he would remember that he was not ex- 
empted from the ſeverity of the Law, and that The- 
ander, was too conſiderable to fear any violence from 
him. After this Diſcourſe he told me a thouſand. of 
his Uokle's wickedneſſes; and when I asked him how I 
mould carry my (elf in this buſineſs towards my Hus- 
band, he adviſed me to conceal it a while, ſeeingl it 
could bring nothing but Diſcontent to him, and Diſ- 
order in his Family, and that T might at a more con- 
venient time diſcover it, if Bagiſtanes or Aſtiages 
mould preſs me any farther in this matter. He gave 
me this Counſel with ſo much freedom and affe&ion, 
that T reſolved to follow it pun&ually, and having 
known him in all his Actions to be endowed with 2 
marvellous wiſdom, I was willing to be abſolutely 
1 in this misfortune, according to his orders and 
is advice; therefore I reſolved to diſſemble it, an 
give no notice at all to Theander of any thing that might 
diſturb his quiet and his repoſe, and whereby the repu- 
tation of his Family might ſuffer in the higheſt degree. 
| affured Cleonimus of my intention to be lilent in = as 
| | 3 org 
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long as I was able, and unleſs ſome new perſecution 
aroſe,which I could not be well able to reſiſt Without a 
ſtain to my honour, I would think no more of a thing 
that was fo diſpleaſing and vexatious to me. He 
commended my prudence in this, and when he had 
given me what conſolation and counſel he thought 
convenient, he left me. N „ 
This Action was obſerved by wicked Aſtiages, who 
(as Tafter knew) ſtood Centinel at that time, to favour Ba. 
giſtanes deſign upon my honour, and the next time he met 
me, after he had reproached me for the uſage I had 
given his Unkle, and I had threatned him, to tell 
Theander of the ill Offices he did him, h: twitted me 
with the friendſhip I had ſhewed to Cleonimas, and 
from that moment caſt it in his mind to make T heander 
_ zealous of him, and to ſet us at a mortal variance, and 


88 
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gave me ſuch notice of his intention, that I could not MW Z 
forbear to reveal it to Cleonimus; and upon the appre- de 
henſions I had of the effects it might work in time MI 
upon the © mind of the innocent and too credulous fa 
Theander : he was much troubled, and to prevent the 1 
foreſeen miſchief, generouſly offered to abfent himſelf MW * 
from me for ever, though he at the ſame time pro- 0 
refted, he loved me with an affection full of Virtue wy; 
and Innocence; but I could not conſent td. what he MW © 
propoſed 3 when looking on him: M dear Couln WM " 
(aid I) I know you are both v rtuous and generous, M © 
and though perhaps I am to blame in this declaration, # 
that after Theander there is norhing dearer to me than 6 
your ſelf; I will not therefore deprive my ſelf of you 10 
for the ſuſpicion of Aſtiages and Bagiſtanes, and ſo long 55 
as Theander is pleaſed you ſhould fee me, I will never i 
conſent to this abſence you propoſe to me. If he be- ® 
come of their humour, you will not take it ill if re- 
frain your Company, and force my own Inclination, 5 


to perform my Duty to my Husband. He appeared M x 
extreamly ſatisfied with theſe words, and . me ? 
Viſits, as he had often done in Theander s Company, . 
and by himſelf; nothing more joy'd Theander than to K 
ſee us together, and to divert hlmſelf with our plea- 

_ {ant Converſation, whilſt our Enemies were projecting 
our Ruin, and that 1 ſhould not be ignorant of it, 5 
wicked Afiages left a Note in my Cloſer, which I W 4; 
found, and read theſe words, Cas F 5 


* 


ce 


te of our Houſe 
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Vu receive too great an Honour by our Alliance to 

712 lietle. Take heed Alcione 2 here 
wants neither Sword nor Poiſon to repair the Diſgrace of Fa- 
mily like ours. 

I read theſe Words with Trouble and Aftoniſment] 
which I am not able to repreſent : till then I had been pati- 
ent and held m ny peace, "Pur at thar time I reſolv d ro be ſo 

nolonger': and I was going to carry the Note to Theender, 
and romake a — > all that had paſs d, if Cleonimus 
had not com into my Chamber, to whom] inſtantly 8 
it: he wonder d as mich as Tar the threarning Words, 

he deſired me to defer the Complaims I meant to make 2 : 
m y Musband for a few Days. In the mean time Cleonimus, 
651 ing been to conduct me to pay a Vir to my Father, in 
this Houſe-where we now are, rerurning to B „ As he 
rid by a Wood: ſide fell into an Ambuſh of Men ſer by Ra- 
fiRanes and Aſtiages to Murther him; yet he ſo G 
defended himſelf, that laying ſome of them dead on the place, 
the reſt 'def airing to ſucceed in their wicked Intendments, 
ar d themſelves by Flight, except one whom he ſeized with 
fo ſtrong a Hand that he could not eſcape him: the trembling 
Wretch ſeeing himſelf in danger of Death, fell on his Knees 
to beg his Lite, and freely confeſs d all in hope of Pardon; 
whiel Cleoni mus generouſly gave him, a diſmiſſed him : 
with a Charge. ro make no words of what had happen d, leaſt | 
it ſhowld break out into a Noiſe to my diſadvanta 5 
coming to Balylon, he went ro the Chamber of Wicked Hs, 
ſtiages and reproaeh d him with this Treachery, who in a 
trembling manner made all the Excuſes he coul invent, as 
dreading the Revenge Cleonimus Kira ed have juſtly raken 
for ſo monſtrous a Wickedneſs: no ſooner left him, 


but that wicked Fellow run to Theander, and thinking to 


give us a more ſenſible Trouble, labour d very dfficiouſly co 


make him Jealgus of me by all the ſlanderous Words he 


could invent: Yer Theander, who knew Cleon;mus's Virtue 
and had a ſingular opinion "of : mine, d him for his 


Malice-andl-Raſtineſs, and commanded him ont of his Pre- 


ſence with Scorn and Contempt. However, this Diſ- 
2 incenſed An but the more to purſue. our 
uin 


The ander delayed p 12 tell us hat his Brother had aid,” 
and how he had uſei which cauſed Cleonimus to dea 


ire me to tell Things in n Ede as they had happen d 
ang do ehis Matter 2 3 declar'd, he 
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not have conſented to trouble the repoſe of his dear Friend, 


if his. Enemies had not brought this Büſineſs to am extre. 


mity. -Theander heard it with a Deteſtation of their Vil. 
lany, and proteſted to Cleonimus a thouſand times, That he 


would never ſuſpect him. And the next time he ſaw 4ſzi- 


Ages, be laid his Crimes before his Ey es. with Words, full of 
Keproaches and Invectives, proteſting to him, That if any 


evil happen d to Cleonimus, no Body ſhould be queſtion! 


for it but he and Bagiſtanes, ſince their ill Intentions had 


diſcover d themſelves both by Witneſſes and Proofs : This 
daſhed chem for a time, and made them fear any further 
Attempt againſt the Life of Cleopinus and Cleanimus; and to 
let Bagiſtanes know how much he reſented his Treachery 
and Baſeneſs, he ſent a Letter to him (wherein he expreſs'd it) 
by the Hands of the ſame Man whoſe Life he had gene- 
.. rouſly-ſpared, when with others he attempted to Murther 
him; ſo that weliv'd in much quiet for a time. But our E. 
nemies gave it not over: for fearing to attempt any thing 
more openly, they betook themſelves to a Stratagem that 
threw us into the depth of Miſery. 


s. Theander came back one Night from the Palace, he 
aw by the light af a Torch one of my Maids coming haſti- 


ly out of our Houſe, who ſeem d to be in a great deal of 
Fear as ſoon. as ſhe petceiv d him, and crying out ſhew d ſuck 
a Surprize as made him catch hold of her Arm and enquire 
into the cauſe of it. This Crafty Wench, who had been 
ſubborned by our common Enemies, immediately pull d a 
Paper from her Boſom and tore it. This Action made The- 
ander inquiſitive to know the reaſon of it: When ſhe feign- 


jag a deadly Fear ſunk down ar his Feet and embracing bis 


Knees, 4b! Sir, (ſaid ſhe) 1 beſeech you pardon me, : ſince my 


Obedience i very guilty.s but yet hoth my Lady and I are mire 
Innocent in effect than in appearance; andif I tore thy Letter, 


it was my Fear that made me imprudently commit that Fault. 
But from whom, and to whom wert thou carrying it? 
(demanded Theander haſtily:) My Lady (anſwer d ſhe) ſent it 


to Cleonimus; and I wiſhto the Gods that I were dead, ſince my 


- Imiprudence is ſo. hurtful to her, and perhaps cauſes. a ;Suſpicion 


in you againſt her which you ought not to conceive. . 


The abuſed Theander began at theſe Words to ſwallow 


the Poiſon of Jealouſy his Enemies had prepared for him; 
and defiring to Talk no longer with her in the Street, be 
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entred the Houſe, and came into my Chamber, where he 
found me in Bed; and though I expreſs d my uſual Joy 10 
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ander, 2 it poſſible ou 
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ſee him, he anſwer d me but 2 I ſaw an alterati- 
on in his Countenance that gave ſad Omens of what fell 


mY 


out to our great misfortune : he came to Bed and riſing ear- 


ly the next Morning rerurn'd nor. till very late, and was. 


more Penſiye and Melancholy than before. I urged him to- 
know the Cauſe, which I but too well ſuſpected, but he: 
excus d ir upon the account of ſome Indiſpoſition; he fighd: 
all that . and the next he would lie in- 
another by himſelf, which confirm'd me in my Suſpicion- 
and thus he paſs d in a ſad Melanchally for ſeveral Days 
and Nights; nor could all my Prayers and Entreaties get 
2 Confeſſion of the Cauſe of it from his'own Mouth. One; 
Morning he came into my Chamber, where he had not been. 
for many Days, and ſitting by my Bed - ſide, waked by his 
Sighs, I no ſooner open d my Eyes, but I faw his fix d on. 

my Face drown'd in Tears, whilſt he ſaid ſoftly, 45 Al. 
cione it poſſible thou ſhould ſt be falſe to me? How The- 
ander (ſaid T) ſtarting up and catching hold of his Arm); 
am I falſe to you? Theander ſeeing himſelf held, ftrove to 
turn, away his Face, and putting his Hand up to his Eyes 
to reſtrain; thoſe Tears that would have burſt forth with vi- 
olence; Alcione (reply d he) I do what I can to juſtify you to: 
my Thouzhts.; but Alcione it * impoſſible. And upon this 
pulling away his Arm, he haſtily return d to his o]n Cham 

ber, and left me in a Trouble which Words cannot expreſs. 
L ſoon got up and follow d him thither, and as ſoon as I ſaw. 
him could not forbear 7 — out, Theander, my dear The- 


anſwer d without being moved I know nor what you are, 
bur I could give all my Blood that you were Innocent. 454. 
if Ibe net ſo (reply d I) kill me, but if I be innocent, reſtore me, 


that Affe dion which I have loſt, and without which I cannot live. 


The abus d Thaander, half diſtracted with ill Impreſſions, 


was not at all mov d with what I had ſaid; but getting looſe 


from my Arms, Madam (ſaid he) wi. bout doubt, you take-me\. 
for Cleonimus. Theſe Words were like a Thunder-clap to 


me, and whilſt I was in that Amazement he went out and 


left me alone in a kind of diſtraction ; now I found a ne- 
ceſſity af baniſhing Innocent Cleonimus from my preſer ce, 
which I muſt confeſy to you, greatly troubled me; but che 
Conſideration of my Husband's Repoſe over-ballane'd-all; 
the other -weighry- Conſiderations I had to the conttary 3 
and ad ſoon· as I could. find him, I told him of this newy. 
Misfottune with an exceſs of Sgrrow; but it being no maten 
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hould believe me falſe? To this he, 
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chan le had expected from the Malice of or Enemies he bote 
it patiendy and ſubmitted himſelf without any grear Repin- MW in 
lug tochat Baniſhment I was conſtrain d to impoſe on him: me 
- yer at our parting, I leave you, dear Coren (ſaid he) and if 1 wel 
cannot ſuy I leade you without Grief, I will at leaſt prateſt truly her 
 roguouthat in my ſorrow the conſideration of the Happineſs 1 re ſect 
ſtore you, will bring me an exceeding great Conſolation, and to. WM 54 
| Morrow I will leave Babylon, and will bid it farewell, perhaps 7 
eternally; and in the mean time O dear Cozen, if without of- det 
fending Theander, I may beg ſome part of your Memory, re- bo 
member, that though Cleonimus loved you with a moſt pure Af. it 
fection, be love you. yet more than. himſelf; and that neither in 
lengeb of time, nor diſtance of place wbich ſhall ſeparate us, can If 
ever be able to cure him. of his Thoughts for you. fy 
- Alchoagh Cleonjmus brought forth theſe Words with a ber 
great deal of Conftancy, I confeſs all mine vaniſh d, and I tis 
part of my Duty and ſhed Fears which I vainly endeavour d per 
to reſtrain: After I had wiped them away, (Cleonimus vor 
(aid I) Iwill for ever remember you, and you alſo may remem- her 
ber that Alcione laved you as much, and perhaps mivre than ſhe Th 
could without offending her Husband, and that if the Gods had bat 
not engaged her to a Husband worthy her Affection, ſhe would WM \ 
prefer Cleanimus before all the Men upon Earth. He ſeem d of. 
greatly ſatisfy d with this, and we parted not without Tears IM 
on either ſide. And early the next Morning I went to viſit ren 
Theander, and coming cloſe ro his Bed- ſide, I found him ſleep- the 
ing, where I fat down till he 'awaked, when he had no wh 
 foener caſt his Eyes upon me, but he ſighed vehemently, WM 74 
and turning his Head the other way, O Gods (ſaid he) will if 
You-neuer let me reſt? I was prepared for ſuch a Welcome, 
and nat at all texriſy d from my defign of Dying or regain- the 
ing his Lone. No, cruel Man (anſwered I) I will never let Be 
IA aft til zan reſtore, me him wham you have unjuſtly talen wh 
foo me; tan not away, ' Theanger, but if you have he leaſt i fe 
remembr azce of that Aﬀettion y6u once bore me, tell me by whar Ml s 
Fault I have deſerved your Hatred p He with whom yay re- 
praach me, and who withour doubt hath diſturbed the Tranguil- ba. 
. "lity of your Mindꝭ ſhall. give you no more diſquiet, nor anymore my 
© ſulgicioni; and ſhe (who. in your Opinion u moſt Criminal, will Wl A 
* either: ceafe to le ſor if yas, pleaſe, or ceaſe to. live if uU . % 
YO byte ny ogy eee 
Wards, and keeping bis Face a from me, he; pulled, © 
aue of dis Hands away from me which .14illrhen had hel} I *'* 
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in mine; Err not, faid he, any worſe ſave foo wh We 
ment, that what you have already received: My Grief ma 
yell ſend me to my Grave, but it ſhall never make me injure: 
her I have too dearly and too e love; you May" liue 
ſecurely, but live without my Aﬀetiion, which) you have fo an- 
gratefully abuſed. © 
Theſe words utterly baniſhed from my Soul, theviſinall 
defire of Life that yer remained in me, and believing 1 
ould paſs the reſt of it in Torments, that would render 
it a thouſand times worſe than Death, 1 reſolved to end ĩt 
in the ſight of that ingrateful Man; and tabing up a Knife 
1 ſaw lying on the Table, Ingrateful Man (aid 1) hart 
learted and perhaps difloyal nd aan turn thy Eyes new 
her whom thou accuſeſt of Faiſhood, and hou ſbult fee the fir" 
tiefa tion ſhe will give thee for that Infidelity wherewith vhow 
reproache her: If T have betrayed thee, it it juft I hound 
geriſh : between my Innocence and my crime I know 10 mean, 
nor will I make uſe of that Goodneſs which mates thee pare 
her whom thou haſt too dearly, but not too perfect loved: 
Thow dareſt not give me that Death thou det I "ſhould 
have; but I can tell how to find it, ſince thou Wiſheſt ii: ye" 
lnow; Theander, thou nrt the moſt critel and moſt ingraveſhl 
of all Men living ; 'by thy ingratitude an thy Inhitmanity; 
thin haſt malle thy felf unworthy of the moſt pure and m 
real Affection that ever wur; and that by thy unjuſt 8 hein, 
thou loſeſt both the beſt Friend, and the moſt loyul Mie in the 
whole World: I die to gain thy belief of this Proteſtatin, of 
rather ro pleaſe ther, ſinee Denth is the only ner chou 
einſt demand for the Crimes thou ſuſpetts me of. > 
THaviog ſaid rheſe words, lifting up my Arm, I Rabel 
the Kite into miy Breaft, ere he could jor, © out of this 
to prevent 24 and fell all Bloody on the Fleer; 
when, with a great cry, Theantler caft kimſelf down by 
ni, oyning his Face to mitie, and by many Actions df 
ir, made ine know, that my Leis gave him 
Though different from his laſt Expreffions ; and after 
bavitng ſpoken ſome tender words, he drew che Knife rem a 
my Body warm, and regkin in my Blood, when, Deareſt 
Acight' (cryed he) 2h haſt been but too ' Favebiful to "thy 
barbatonls” and ingrateful Husband : T eftechn hre 4 innocem 
as thy Whintherer ir guilty; und my laft N 1 that I 
can give thee nothing for 2 Life, but thut of thy Extcd- 


tine. As he made an end of thefe Words, He lifced: 
his Arty, and rd 7 violent blow bertel the Fatal Neu 
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do the Haft in his Body: he fell down. by me, and our 
ſtreaming Blood mingled on the Floor. Our Cries had 


already called ſome into the Room, and ſoon after my 
Father and Mother entered, who were amazed and ſtruck 


* hilſt we lay bemoaning each other, they got us to Bed, | 


and ſent for Chirurgions to dreſs our Wounds :. They 


ſoon had - ſome hopes of my Recovery; and to comfort 


Theander, Cheer up, Sir, (ſaid they) Alcione ſhall: not die. 


Sbe will not die ( ſaid I, interrupting them) if you. aſſure 
ber of 'Theander's Life; but f that be in danger, ou can- 


not but be uncertain of mine. Nu ſhall. not die, my dear 
Alcione (cryed Theander, with a Joy that appeared in his 


pale and dying Face) the Gods are too -juſt to malle you 
ſuffer the Puniſhment of my Crimes. Then pauſing a little, 
Ab, ſaid he, where is the innocent Cleonimus? He is gone, 
anſwered I, after once he knew you. ſuſpetied him; and 10 
Free you for ever of that ſuſpicion, I have given him au 


eternal Farewel. What then, replied he, ſhall I die without 


" ſeeing Cleonimus ? And ſhall I die juſtly hated of him. He 
had not long uttered theſe. words, when he ſaw a. Man in 
the Chamber, whom he knew had belonged to him; he 
called him to his Bed- ſide, and. made a ſtrict Enquiry. 
after that dear Friend: but the Man anſwered little to hs 
demands, and inſtead of Words only preſented him a Let- 
ter Cleanimus had left at bis departure, which my Father 
read to him in theſe term. 3 


would it had pleaſed the Gods, O my dear Thean- 


der, that I had followed the firſt Thoughts I had to ab. 


ſent my ſelf from you, when I was yet innocent in your 


opinion; I ſhould then only have felt my own Misfor- 


_ © rune in my departure, and I ſhould have gone from you 
with this Conſolation, that I had ſtill left. that Repoſe in 


* your Mind and in your Family, which I now unhappily 
have diſturbed:: I know not which way. I may perſwade 


© you of my Innocence; and if by yaur Inclination you 
make not. ſome; Judgment of mine, I ſhall vainly erk 1 
to juſtify my ſelf by Proteſtations. It is true, never- 
* theleſ(s, that I have loved my dear Coufin as much as 
* my ſelf; and perchance I would ſay ſomething more, if 
I faid I loved her as much as you: But, O Theander ! 
© I never made that; Affection a ſecret to N to 


hat degree ſoever it reached, I never diſguiſed. its Na. 
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Honour (which I conſidered alone as much as T'did you}: © 
were too dear to ſuffer my Soul to give way to any: 
© Thoughts · that could offend either; yet I neither com- 
© plain of your Suſpicion, nor of my Baniſnment: And I. 
confeſs, that though my Intentions were innocent, my 
Actions were imprudent ; I would endure the:puniſhmenr: 
© of them without murmuring, O my dear Theanter ! © 
could you ceaſe to hare me. And-would you do me the 

£ fayour-to believe, I neither, in the courſe of your Friends: 

* ſhip to me, have betrayed you, nor in the loſs of it have 
© diminiſhed any thing of my dcfire to be always faith- 
„ 00907 RG arreen hg tt "Og ud 
IJheander was fo ſenfibly ronched at rhefe words, chat 
having ſighed often, he kiſſed the Letter wich Expreſſions . 
of Toy : And O Cleonimus (cryed he) if I were not dy- 
ing for the expiation of my Crime, what Pardon could 
I hope for from you? Fam unworthy of your Friend. - 
# ſhip, and I have made my ſelf nnworthy of your Re- 
* membrance ; but ſince the Gods permit me not other, - 
{ wiſe to repair the Offence I have done rhee, receive this 


© Blood, and receive this Life, which I bequeath to thy - 


juſt Reſentments. As he had made an end of theſe 
words, the wicked Maid, who had been the cauſe of this 
cruel Miſchief, touched with a terrible Remorſe, came in- 
to the Chamber, and falling on her Knees with a Flood 
of Tears, Ah, Madam (ſaid ſhe) cauſe me ta be pur to 
Death, and I ſhall-be but too gently punithed, if I ſuffen 
it in Torments for ſo bafely berraying you : The Pro. 
* miſes and Threats of Aſtiages and Bagiſtanrs ſeduced me 
to the prejudice of my Duty: Aſtiages inſtructed me 
* in the laſt Adventure, that has wrought. this great Miss-. 
fortune; and whilſt I ſpoke to his Brother, he ſtood 
* concealed - within the ' Porch, to keep him from hurting 
© me, as J ought to have feared he would in his Ant- 


c | 
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FTheſe words drew Tears from the Eyes of all preſent, 


and Theander expreſſed his abhorrence:of ſo great a FTrea-' 


chery, by his Aſtoniſument and by his Silence; and though 
this Crime in her might well deſerve Death, yer her Re, 


pentance wrought ſuch piry in us, that ſhe was only rurned | 
away, and baniſhed: from our Houle. for ever. And this 


having fully confirmed Theander of Cleonimuss Innocence, 
after a ſtart turning himſelf towards mè, Dear Alcione 


{faid he) I feel my laſt Hour drawing on, and only thy In. 
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| live for my ſake; and m laſt requeſt is, if abe God's reſtore 
tber Cleonimus, that thou would ſt give him all the Af 


feftzor then: beareſt to Theander, on RM him by the ſame 


that * me to a place be 1 more wer to ., 
I then 


. would hare gone on, and I was pre aring to 


anfwer bim in terms which would have let him ſeen how 
lade: difpofition-I had ro obey bim; when he fell imo 
Faimings; that ended not bur with his Life, he breathed 
out his Soul in my Arms, and left me in a Condition I 
am not able td enpreſs. I would willingly have died with 
kinr; bur the Gods, to puniſh me, deſtined me to live, that 
1 night linger a Life in miſery, which ever ſince has been 
biztredious d me. Wicked Aiiages upon this left Babylon, 
ant} his never. been ſeen in theſt parts ſince. As for 


Ne, he baſely berrayed his Truſt, in delivering 
up Babylon tu Alexander, in hopes to receive from him 


di ormer Governmerit z bur miſſing of his Expectation 
aut being. fammortedi before the King for ſome mw he 


was actuſed of,, Fear and Grief put an end. to his wicked 


Lis; whe he bad lived bür juſt ſo long as to do my Fa- 


_ thee à further diſpleaſure, in cauſing. all his Eſtarg, except 


for his loyal adhering to unfortunate Darius in his laſt Ex- 
rtEmiries,. and oppoſing Bags ſtenes s treacherous Intendmems 


to delive? up rhe Ciry; with the Government ef which, 


that good: King: 1 eafily intruſted him; and xo render 
nr Miſevies-more prefſiog and afflicting, my rwo Brothers, 
2 ** Theufands, were flain in the Batrel of . 
S108: © 

Om this mitinner the ſorrowful Aktons' ded her Story, 
| aitf fonhd/ ſome Confolation. in being pitiet: by thoſe great 
Princeſſes, who had heard her with patience and attention, 
112 gre. late; when Alion n * leave, ad 
n 10 ir * 


of the Sik Book, wo f ths Seemed 
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nnr aud toy oak AfeBiion maler me lament our Separg. 
tiow: yet however. I have done amiſs, let me intreat thee to 


whas' betonged to 1 Mether of her Joynrure, to be ſeized 


an at Am mit %, a 6% Pan. owt . e a > Lomat 
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ſaw a Man of good Preſence; and alrheugh 
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No ſooner bad the Shades retreated, and bluſhing Ay 
ora uſhered in the Morning, bat Alriens and Ih. 
polita came to wait on the tw O Princeſſes, whom they found 
awake, and readily diſpoſed to riſe; and when they had 


aſſiſted in drefling them, they wert out 6f the Chamber, 


to refreſh. themſelves with the cook fanning Breezes, thar- 
perfumed the pleaſing Air with fragrane Odouars, ſtolen 
from Flowers and. ſpicy Shrubs z yet far they had not 
gone ere they perceived a Liner come out of + Wood, 
attended by five or fix Men on. Horſeback, who: took 
their way towards Babylon z- imo which Bernice (mote 
curious at that time than the Queen) caſt 2 and 
or his Wounds had diminiſhed patr of his Beaury, his Face 
was ſo well known te that Princeſs; who had the Image 
df it but too preſent in her Memory to be miſtaken; 43 
made her extreamly furprized at that fight ; inſomuch that 


ber Colour going and coming twice os rhrice in a moment, 
ſhe ſunk down upon Alcione, ind remained almaſt withoum 


any knowledge: in her Arms: yet flle and Hhppolite ſoon 
recovered her, and asked the cauſe of het fo fudden ſur- 


ruled, 


4 
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Having faid theſe words, ſhe walked a 7 aſter 
the Horſes, leaning on Alcione s Arm; and Hyppolita be- 
heving her ſelf ſuſpected” to rhe Princeſs in 455 deſign, 
obeyed her, in returning to the Queen, who wag walking 
agagangother way, and upon telling her of Bernice's departure, 

aue greatly wondered ; and returning ſto Prince Oroondares, 
mme cauſed Hyppolita to give him an account of that Adven. 
rure, and whar che Princeſs had ſaid to her, at which he 
was very much ſurprized; when the Queen, to put him 
out of it, and knowing he was not in a condition to un- 
dertake it himſelf, promiſed inſtantly to go in ſearch of 
her, and give her that aſſiſtance ſhe might perhaps tang 
in need of. The Prince returned her his Thanks in very 
obliging Terms; and the taking her leave of him, pre- 
ſently commanded Hyppolita' to get ready their Horſe and 
Arms; when mounting, they took the ſame way ſhe had 
5 The Prince of Scythia being left alone more penſive 
than before; by the addition of this laſt Accident ro his 
other Misforrunes, he ſaw Araxis enter his Chamber, 
leading a Woman towards his Bed-ſide; and no ſooner 
had he fixed his Eyes upon her Face, bur he knew her 


had ſeen her kiſs and embrace; all that Perdicas had 
faid came freſh into his Memory, and he flew out into 
ſuch violent Expreſſions, as made Cleone amazed: bur 


when ſhe had calmed him a little, and told him ber Era 
rand from t 


is he Queen at this time was to juſtiſie her In- 
nocence and Conſtancy to him: He moderated his Reſent- 
ment, and entreated her to tell him what ſhe had in charge, 

and there being no Body in the Chamber with tbem Put 
axis, who was not ſuſpected, ſhe began her Narration 
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II/ Hen by the cruel Laws of her Duty, the Queen. faw: 
W ber ſelf conſtrain d ro-þaniſh you from her: for ever, 
it will be very hard for me to expreſs the Sorrow the, 
conceived, if not aßen impoſſihle; ſhe wept and com- 
plained in an unuſual manner, and let her Grief. break 
forth in ſuch tender and doleful Expreſſions, that it - 
wounded our Hearts with pity; her Face was altered from 
that very moment, and if it loſt not its Lovelineſs, it even · 
from the firſt day loſt all the Cheertulneſs it had recovered 
ſince the change of her condition; ſhe- appeared ſo lan- 
guiſhing and dejected, that thoſe that were moſt dear to 
her were not capable of giving her any Conſolation ;. nor 
could the preſence of the King her Husband cauſe any al- 
teration in her, by all the obliging Compliances he uſed 
to that end; and when ſhe named you, or heard us bur 
feat of you, it fetched Sighs from her Heart, and Tears 
rom her Eyes; and when J endeavòured by words of 
comfort to. give ſome intermiſſion to her Sorrow: Let me 
* alone, Cone (would ſhe ſay) let me alone in quiet, ſince 
* I have nothing elſe but Tears to give poor Oroondates, - 
| * all elſe is forbidden me; nay, and chis cruel Duty mar 
: © be alſo offended: with thoſe, innocent Marks of my Al- 
fection: Let me weep, however, for my own. Miſeries, 
and for the Rigour of my Deſtiny, which rends that 
violently from my Heart, which my Inelinations would 
ecernally preſerve there, She ſaid; a:thouſagd other 
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The ne, 
ge and when the T. 


| lies dettef than in 2 dymg condition her ſelf 


and 
2 on is manner ſhe contitued to bewail your hard 
Mafertunte and her own, till the whole Earth almoſt 


irs ſomm by the Dearh of Alezander the Grear, to 
whom the Queen a at her departure to the Caſtle of Cale, 
the recovery 
Grief) Rad innorently given her laſt Farewel, and — 


dme bim Hb laſt EMbraces. I believed it was by exp 


Order, that we alone were ignorant of a loſs wherein the 
whole World was intereſſed, when one of the King's 
nard came to the Caſtle with a Letter from his Maſter, 


declared what Ly/imachus had told him, as he had learned 


it from Dyexe and others, defiting her to paſs over that 


of her Relation: : When going on again, I will only 


put ins the Chatibe that carried us t6 Roxana's Houle ; 
P#MFc4s rsd the Queen and — N wa u that wick- 
at W6man had upon 


rde futter with thar Prudence and Secrecy, that by his 


tkey bave been thought dead in che opinion of the 


Aly ved to be; and leſt . Cries ſhould diſcover 
d Breit, their NMouths were Rape as they went down 
rhe Staite Indo the Court, appointed for their Execition, and 


P#4;car had much 20 5 Hinder Rn bam Bo og with 


on; to de a very near Spectator of this cruel Tragedy; and 


th device 
"Wwe were kept 


Mad for rhe 
the Ptat of chat Death fhe wong Ge with; NE the 


Prineeſt Þariſatir Bore ber part in — 479 


den n Ara I. but in "ro colt den 
Howey e e thby Hat chas Nan, 
cdi dee here tre wer fat ſa near bet, 
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rough delair came into hee Mind, the Rarred ar —_ 


of her Healrh, cauſed by her immoderate 


this part of her Relation, Oroondates interrupting her, 


then tell you, Sir, in theſe Particulars, that after we were 


their Lives, promiſed withal, at 


the Ravffd ef bis Life and Fotos, to Er fecha and pre. 
ſave them from Bet Malice: Aud indeed he managed 


ral, bert to che divine Providence, they are now alive, 


; ind Rox4nt, who looked ont ar the Window: 9 
give tac eruel Eyes, was deceived by the death of two 
© Slaves, HaBired as the Queen and Princeſs ordi- 


tir Was likewiſe deceived in the dark, 
in a dofe Chamber, and feen by none 
bor wen as Perhem, and Acetar his Brother, could con- 
che ' was 4 thouſand times more af. 
| of her iltuRtivus Husband, Tm for 
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bey abe next | Night provided a Chariot, aud «azcying = 
ru down a back way, entreated them ro get uy into d 
and I with wem, from whom the | Queen world 1 
do means part; and Berdicss taking his place wich u 
brought us to chis Houſe Where you now are, and ane ven 
Lodged at the end ef the Garten in a litle Houle, where 
tde Queen and Princeſs changed their Habirs and their 
Names whilſt Perdicas repteſented to us the danger we 
_ were yet in by reaſon of Nana 's great Power over abe Ada- 
ce doui ant, if we did not contribute on our part to keep our 
ſelves as ſecret as might be till a more favourable © ; 
nity 3 and he urged ſo many Reaſons r it that weithought 
it at that time adviſeable ꝛ0 conſent to hat he propoſed, 
and we were every Day viſued by him or his Brother, and 
| had all chings neceſſary that ſuited the Condition we were in: 
| and thus ave lived in hopes that time might bring it about to 
I deliver us out of the Hands of our Enemies, and ſuffer us to 


E66 


fee better Days by the change of our Condition. 4 
The Queen in this place took upon her the Name ofcaſ 
ſandra and the Princeſs chat of Euridice, which was truly 
their Names before their Father came to the Cow, But 
according ce the Cuſtom of the Royal Family of Perſia they 
zunge them into Statira and Pariſatu, which Names the 
rinceſſes of Perſia have ever had; and though Polemon 
and his Wife, who had lived in the Court of Dæiur, knew 
us, they exactly obeyed the Orders the Queen gave them 
with a Fidelity that deſerves a praiſe ſuitable xo their Vir- 
tue and Merit, and it was not long ere we knew that your 
ſelf and Ly/imacius were under the ſame Roof wih us, and 
1 perſwaded the Queen and Princes to diſcover themſel ves 
. do you ;; but they found fo. many Soruples in the Conditi- 
| + 7 they were in, that 1 8 to prevail over them. 
IT The Queens Mind was ſo fixed upon the Memory of er. 
ander, and the Pringeſss Humour carrying à Rind of ſcorn 
With it to be beholdimgto a Man for his aſſiſtance in ſuch a 
Neceſſity as might lay a very weighty Obligation upon her 
to make Returns. inconſiſtent with her Modeſty, chat chey 
would never he brought to yield to it, hom well ſoever 
their Inclinations Road: affected to you: yet did they er- 
preſs themſelves interms aß the molt obliging Acknowledg. 
ments chat grateful Minds cauld be ſenſſble of, forthe pal 


Services n had dane in cheir Faugur, and for a Conffan- 
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way or other before ſhe left this Houſe, but ſo, if it were 
flible, char ſhe might not he ſeen by you: ſhe caſt, this in 


ber 


Mind many ways, at laſt came to a reſulp, by 
the guidance of Aleione, who was not unacijuainted with 
private ways to your Chamber, to ſee you in your Bed 
hen ſhe ſnould know you were aſleep: ſhe communicated 
ber Intention to the Princeſs, her Siſter, but that Serupu- 
Ious bady not being able to yield to it, argued long againſt 
that Deſign with many ſpecious Reaſons; yet in the end, 
knowing how much ſhe diſpleaſed the Queen in oppoſing 
her Intention, ſhe agreed to her Deſires, and would need 
accompany her to the Door of your Chamber. 
Tbe Day hardly began to appear when the two Princeſſes 
were ready, at what time Alcione led them through the 
Garden. The Queen went trembling up the Stairs, and 
when ſhe was in the Gallery Alcione opened your Chamber 
Door, and finding you were aſleep, ſhe conducted the 
Queen to your Bed. ſide, who approached it with inward. 
miverings and Apprehenſions which put her almoſt beſide 
her ſelf; and when by the opening of the Curtain, ſhe diſ- 
covered the Face which ſhe had ſo extremely loved, and, 
which neither loſs of Blood, nor the darkneſs of the place 
could hinder her from knowing, her Affection rranſpqrred. 
her in ſuch a manner that ſhe was like to have gone beyond 
the bounds of Modeſty to follow the violent motions which 
that ſiaht awakened in her; ſhe looked on you with 
Thoughts enflamed by her former Paſſions, and with Rap- 
tures of Love, which ſhe has fince confeſs d to me as Crimes; 
the was often even upon the point to waken you, and to 
diſcover her ſelf xo you by all rhe modeſt proofs you could 
deſire of her Affection, bur ſhe was as often diſſwaded from 
ir by the Memory of Alexander and a ſcrupulous Madeſty ; 
and when ſhe had floated a while on rhele Extreams, Ah, 
laid ſhe very ſoftly) muſt it needs be fo, my dear lovely 
Orontes, that: v ſhould be longer ignorant M the Eſtate 
F your preſent condition, and that for weak Conſiderations 1 
ſhould uſe à violence: upon my ſelf that hills me; mnſt I con- 
ceal my Face from: lim from whom my Heart was never con- 
cealed, and mnſt I ręfuſe him my very ſight,” to whom I have to- 
tally given my Soul N Ab, vain ſhadow of unjuſt Reputation, op 
poſe thy ſelf; na more againſt irh juſt and ſuch powerful-Me- | 
3 tions, thoutyrannizeſt over me too inhumanely'; "my dear Orone. 
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e tes muſt ſee me, and muſt receive at leaſt this Jatigfuction for 
e the many Services he has done mea. 
n With this Thought ſhe put forth her Hand to waken yoit 


of Reproach to ber, Ler us fly {ſaid ſhe in anger) ler ais flyfrom = 
a place fatal to out Reputation, and make amends for the Elult 
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| before : O Orantes (added ſhe, with a deep figh) how hard 
it 5 to keep one's Reſolution againſt you, or rather how diſſicult 
it to ſee you; and remember you without loving you. In this 


* 


or thrice, and a while after ſtretch forth your Arms and 
open your Eyes, which made her haſten out of your Cham- 
ber in a manner beſides her ſelf, and found the Princeſs Pa- 
: riſaty (who had ſeen a Man at the other end of the Gallery) 
E Se! 07 ni-011071. arty" apa... 
This laſt Diſcourſe, recalling to Oroondates's remem- 
brance the Viſion he had ſeen, O Statira (emed he) I law 
you for all the ſuddenneſs ef your departure, I ſaw you 
* vaniſh like Lightning; but my Thoughts never reached 
the truth of that Adventure, I took you your ſelf ro. be 
but the Ghoſt of my Queen that came to demand the Re- 
* venge I owed her againſt. her barbarous Murtherers; 
And Prince Lyſimachus who: had a glimpſe of Pariſatu, had 
the ſame Conceit. Ah, my dear Princeſs, is it poſſible 
you could be ſo near me, and not vouchſafe to draw me 
out of that Error which had brought me ſo near to my 
Seid i 2 F ne , e 
Ab, Sir (continu'd Cleone) that has been ſince the greateſt of 
ber Troubles, and many times ſhe refolved to diſcover her ſelf to 
you. before our departure; bus ſo many Scruples oppoſed it that ſhe 
again became irreſolute; at laſt. ſhe reſolved to write a Letter and 
leave it with Alcione ts deliver it to hou after. her departure; 
and when Petdicas had given us notice that it was rede 
of | | or 
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confuſion of Mind ſhe floated till ſhe heard you. ſigh twice 
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i for our ſafety \ that we ſho ſpould ze removed to ome more Convenient 
| == lon, ſhe retired and be. 
2 ze, © 9 (laid ſhe} 


22 
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lace at a greater diſtance 
To to write, but my 
iH have left my ons fect, becauſe I had not the 
OF te finiſh it, and had begun it in 2 Style that is 
© ut lietle ſuitable to the Reſolution I had taken, although 
. -® Jmake ſome mention of jt, yet methinks ir is in Terms 


1 chat flackens much of irs ſtrictneſs; I write to him under 
the Name of Caſſandra, bur 1 will charge Alcione, who 
| | . fhall deliver it to him after our — of to clear all 
| | | © thoſe Doubts this alteration of my Name may work in 
| In him, When giving me the Paper, by her Command I 
. read theſe Words. 

T be Unfortunate and Happy Caſſand ra, Unfortunate by 

fe change of her Fortune, and Happy by the Fidelity of ber 

dear Orontes, to her too Faithful Orontes. 
| Ah, Cleone (cryed the Prince, interrupting her) tis e. 
| « nough, 1 know every word of that Letter, which fell 
| '© miraculouſly into my Hands, and I ſaw that dear Name 
© © Enpraven on the Rocks and on the Barks of Trees, but 

4 could not then conſider that my Princeſs had afſuined 

the Name of Caſſandra, rhough the Writing and Style 
| © * bare ſuch a reſemblance to hers. 

Ie js true, Sir (continued Cleone) that Leiter might well 
| ceme ro your Hand, for the Queen loſt it whilſt ſhe was 
| ing near the Fountain in the Wood, and was much 

troubled when ſhe waked and miſt it: but however com: 
| forted her ſelf in beliwing that thoſe Names would puz- fa 
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rkle any one hat had taken it up to find the true meaning 
ef ir: and in cheſe Thoughts ſhe haſted to her Chamber, I J) 
and the next Morning we left the Houſe ſo early that ſte (l 
had nor time to write an other, nor to give Alcione thoſe 
$ Inſtructions ſhe had intended. And. Perdica puting us A 
into a Chariot carry d. us to a Caſtle abont three hundred 
Furlongs from Babylon, where after we had remained a while ut 

* he nolonger deferred to make pretenſions of Love to the 

L Queen, which extreamly vexed her, and made her com- 
plain of his Preſumption in Terms that let him ſee how. 
much he had offended her by ſuch a- motion, whilſt the fo 
Princeſs, her Siſter, who had rhe ſame cauſe of Com- *. 
de 
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plaint againſt Alcetas, his Brother, behaved her ſelf on 
che ſame manner, looking on their Raſhneſs- with Scorn 
and Contempt: yet being in their Power, they b broke nor 


| our into Wee which in any other elo. ie ond, 
ave 


Ri I a J , + £4 TN * * r * 4 ” * * 7 n „ „„ : _ 
8 1 e 8 ala £6 ta < F „ 3 - A n in 228 ** 1 1 N * eta. EM 2 a 4 Car wit tle 
+" my 2 4 3 IO TITRE 5 * . tan; N 9 1 e V7 N : — 
. * 3 8 ö W " COT TIE * WES , WW. * 1 7 5 N wY £.» 8 « "IE 7 : 
: "5 * * Keg . FE * To * * * 7 e 8 py , * * 
ö 5 { 3 2 þ - 4 l F 
” 4 F 2 4 N 2 * ; . * 1 
0 "2 5 a N A : 
* 2 2 4 . a 2 * 1 1 6 * Py . 
Le ba : ; . : 5 wm 2 ; 
| E 0 iS. + . 15 
5 | | T © | | . | 
.® : g ö = 1 
p * 5 


bare done, but prudently diſſembled the vehemency of 


ir Reſentments as well as they could. Then it was that 
1e Royal Siſters began to deplore their Miſery, and ſhew'd a 


done in their apprehenſions of Death. Then it was that 
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greater ſenfe of this laſt Aſſault of Fortune than they had 


they both together condemned their ſcrupulous Severity, 


and that they repented they had ſo obſtinately concealed 
themſelves from you and from Lyſmachus, they would wil- 


lingly have repair'd that Fault if it had been poſſible, bur 


they were utterly depriv d of means to do it. I could not 
be permitted to come our of rhe Caſtle, and for a Buſineſs 
of ſuch a nature, there was no Body elſe whom they durſt 
truſt: They ſtudy d in vain to find out ways either to get 
at liberty or to give you notice of their Captivity, and in 
the end they ſaw themſelves reduced to a neceſſity of ho- 
ping for no aſſiſtance but from Heaven: and in this man- 


ner we lived till our Maſters thought fit to remove us to 
an other place, promiſing us a more perfect Liberty; but 


the Queen being got into a Chariot, Perdicas ſtept in after 
her, and cauſed the Charioteer to drive away with all 
ſpeed attended only with one Horſeman that Galloped by 
it and carryed his Helmer. The Queen was ſurprizd at 
this, fearing ſome evil deſign upon her Honour, which ſhe 
teſtify d by her Cries and endeavouring to throw her ſelf 
our of the Chariot, but that was prevented by Perdica's 
holding her in his ſtrong Arms. | OL 

The afflicted Pariſatis ſeeing her ſelf kept back by Alce. 


tas and the Horſemen that attended him, who would not 


ſuffer her ro follow the Chariot on Foot turning couragiouſ- 


ly towards him with Eyes ſparkling with Anger, Traytor 


(ſaid ſhe) 7s this then the Liberty thou giveſt us? and do's thy 
Brother (more baſe and diſloyal than thy ſelf) ..uſe the Wife of 
Alexander and the Daughtor of Darius thus! Ah, Monſter, 
if thy Rage and hi be not glutted, proſecute thy Crime to the 
utmoſt, and with that Sword thou unworthily weareſt pierce this 
Heart, which ſhall never be capable of any thing fer thee but 
Hatred aud Deteſtation. n 5 | 
The deſpairing Princeſs wouldhave ſaid more, but her 
forces forſook her, and ſhe ſunk down upon the Graſs, 
where I would have held her in my Arms, bur my Grief. 
and Amazement being no leſs than hers, I was not able to 
do her that Service, and ſhe was fain to receive it from Aces 
ta whether ſhe would or no, and when ſhe revived he la- 
boured all he could ro.comfort * but in vain; yet 1 
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be promiſed her by many Oaths and Proteſtations to carry 
ber immediately to the Queen her Siſter, though {he had 
a very ſlender confidence in him after this uſage, it made 
her chear up a little; and at laſt another Chariot arrived, 
into which he put us, and we travel d about an Hour at a 
good rate, when we ſaw coming the way we went a Man 
on Horſ-back compleatly Armed, who carryed a Woman 
behind him whom we thought to be the Queen, when we 
were confirmed by a cry the ſent forth at the ſight of us. A, 
fee yonder & my Siſter, to him that rid before her. This En- 
counter troubled Alcetas, and he was ready to have leapd 
out of the Chaot, but that he was afraid to loſe the Prin. 
ceſs, whom he had much ado to hold, wherefore he conten- 
ted himſelf with crying out to Nicanor and the reſt, who 
rode Armed by the Chariot to ſtop chat Horſeman. | 
Thete Words affrighred not the Stranger, who getting 
the Queen to alighr, drew his Sword and flew upon our 
Guard with ſuch a Fury as quickly made them find that 
number was not able to terrify him, which cauſed Alcetas 
to leap out of the Chariot, when we no longer having any 
Body to reſtrain us, threw our felves out likewiſe and run 
to the Queen, who being ſtept a little afide beheld that un- 
equal Combate with mortal Apprehenfions; yet Alcetas de- 
ſpairing of the ſucceſs, and reſolving not to fail Perdica in 
his Deſign, cryed our to two or three of his Men to take the 
Queen and Princeſs and bring em into the Chariot by force, 
_ * whither himſelf was again retired for his ſafety. They o- 
beyed him inftantly whilit the Valiant Stranger was en- 
gaged in a dangerous Fight againſt their Companion, and 
in ſpight of all the reſiſtance the Queen, and the Princeſs, 
her Siſter, could make, they forced them into the Chariot 
which preſently drove away ſo ſwiftly that it was gone out 
of his fight in a momenr. Ah, Sir, how infinite was my 
Grief when I ſaw my dear Miſtriſs carry'd away, and that 
I could not wait upon her; I never ſtayed to ſee the iſſue of 
the Fight, bur run after the Chariot with my Cries till tired 
out, I fainted and fell down unable to proceed any fur- 
ther, only I continued my Cries, and ſent forth Lamentati- 
ons that might have made the Marble Rocks relent; and in 
that Condition I continued till Night came on, when a good 
honeſt Country-man and his Wife paſſing by, and having 
learn d ſome part of the cauſe of my Grief, entreated me to 
riſe and go with them to their Cottage about two Furlongs 
trom that place; and my fear of being left in the Dark which 
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came Onapace made me accept of their offer,where I was kirid-. 
ly entertain d, yet my Sorrow and over-hearing my ſelfin run- 
ing had pur me into a Feaver, which I no ſooner recovered of 
by their affiſtance, but I acquainted with the defire I 
had to go to Polemon's Houſe, and the good Old Man of- 
fered me his Service to conduct me thither, where I preſent- 
ly met Araxis, who was not a little ſurpriz'd ar that En- 
counter, of whom I learn d your laſt Combare and the con- 
ditiou of your Health. vet W 
Behold (continued Cleone) the Life the Queen hath led ſince 
your ſeparation, and the Eſtate I left her in, I have made 
you the true Recital of it upon your Complaints againſt 
her; and though indeed by your Misfortune and hers, you 
ho have not received the Recompence which is due to your Ser- 
vices, yet do I not believe ſne is ſo faulty towards you, as that 
you ſhould fly to Reproaches which have ſomething of Cru- 
elty in them, and I am moſt aſſured that you have too 
much Generofity to refuſe her your afiſtance in the Diſa- 
ſters ſhe is fallen into, and perchance, partly through her 
Love to you. = Hi | a 


The Third PART 


CAS SANDRA 
BU KRK 


Leone ended her Relation on this manner; and the 
Prince who had hearkned to it with great Attention, 
t WU. finding the Concluſion of ir leſs conformable to his Belief 
than to his Deſire, ſhewed ſome marks of Incredulity, and 
3 looking a while upon Cleone, Ah, Cleone (laid he) v do: 
þ ill to flatter my Misfortunes, cr to deceive me cunning:y your 
1 ſelf ; ] believe, you have told me the truth in your Miſtriſs a 
l Diſſaſters, but in mine you have totally concealed it from me. 
In thi, Cleone, you are to blame, and if you know me as well 
5 
J 
| 


as perhaps you may, you cannot doubt but that J will ſerve the 
Queen as Inconſtant aj ſhe it, and that to the laſt moment of 
my Life. But O! Cleone, you know I am a thouſand. times 


ve expreſſed in your Diſcourſe ._ 


more Unfortunate than yew ba 
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and if I had no other Cauſes of Complaint than thoſe you have 
mention d, I ſhould have now no new occaſion at all: I had al. 
ready given oder murmuring at the Advantages Alexander 
had above me; but thoſe of a Stranger, thoſe of a new Comer 
are i nſupportable ; you have not ſpoken ſo much as a Word of 
that in your Recital though you avowed it to me ſufficiently in 
your Converſation. That is abe thing, Cleone, wherein I ac- 
cuſe you of little Freedom, and of holding a blameable Intelli- 
ence witch that Faithleſs Princeſs which bath ſo unwarthily for- 
Aa me. 8 | 
Cleone was extreamly ſurpriz d ar this Diſcourſe, and af- 
ter ſhe had continued a while without replying, © Sir ( ſaid 
ſhe, lifting up her Eyes toward Heaven) 11 know any thing 
more of the Queen's Fortune and yours than what I have 
© told you, I beſeech the Gods to add all kinds of Miſeries 
to thoſe I already ſuffer. Ah, Cleone (reply'd the Prince 
with an Action that teſtify d his Incredulity) it & impeſſible 
you ſhould be ignorant of the Queen's Loves, and of that new 
Champion which freed her from Perdicas; never ſeem alto- 
 niſhed at this Diſcourſe. I ſaw the cruel Proof of it, and ſaw 
ber in bs Arms giving him Kiſſes and ſhewing him Kinaneſſes 
unworthy of her Quality and former Virtue ; I might indeed 
have accuſed my Eyes of falſhoed, had not that truth been con- 
firm'd by Perdicas. Then he told her all that Perdicas had 
1 related to him; and ſeeing Cleone continued ſilent in hearing 
=  wharthe ſaid, and only calling the Heavens to witneſs her 
Ianccency, proteſting ſhe was ignorant of all he told her, 
and that ſhe had avowed all thoſe Things that confirm'd 
his Suſpicion out of a belief that his Complaints were only 
againſt Alexander, No, no, Cleone (continued he) it is not 
| poſſible that ſo flrong an Affection far beyond what ſhe former- 
| I ly bore me ſhou'd have eſcuped your knowledge, the birth and ITS: 
© propreſs of it hath not been ſoſudden, and but for it the Queen 
would not ſo cruelly have baniſhed me at Sula, and fince the 
= Death of her Huchand ſhe would not have concealed l er {elf 
= from me as ſhe did upon vain and weak Conſiderations; you B 
' alledged nothing that can juſtify her for it ; and if ſhe had u 
_— been prepoſſeſs'd with that new Paſſion, ſhe would not have a- 
voided my fipht in a Condition to which my Love to her had re- 
duc'd me, at a time when ſhe ſtood in need rf the aſſiſtance of 
all her Friends ; but though her Infidelity is apparent, the know- 
. ledge of it ſhall not diſarm my Hand againſt her Enemies; I 
f for her Service will give even the laft Drop of this Blood which I 
never was ſparing of for her nor hers, and if when it is no lone 
ger neceſſary to her, there be any yet remaining in my H Go, 
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Iwill finiſh the ſhedding of it with my own Hand before her, 
and if my Rival u living, I by my Death will facilitate his 
Poſſeſſion of a Happineſs whereof he can be but little aſſured 
whilſt I am alive, © STS 
The Prince uttered theſe Words with ſo much vehemen- 
cy, that Cleone and Araxs feared with reaſon that thoſe Im- 
petuous Motions would impair his Health, and he was a- 
bom to have gone, when Lyſimachus, Ptolomeus and Eu- 
menes came into his Chamber. The ſight of theſe: Gallant 
Men hindred ir, and took up all his Thoughts to welcome 
them who had ſo generouſly engaged in his Quarrel with 
all the Forces they had brought along with them. They 
received his Complement wich much Reſpect and Civility, 
and having before inform d themſelves of his great and ge- 
nerous Actions, they beheld him with Wonder as a Perſon 
extraordinary, and after he had received the returns of the 
Complements and Praiſes of Prolomeus and Eumenes, ho 
were the greateſt Strangers to him, turning towards /. 
machus with a Look more cheerful than ordinary, Which 
way (ſaid he) O my dear Companion ſhall T be able to acquit 
my ſelf of this laſt Obligation ? certainly the Gods have taken 
care of it,” and in making me receive this laſt Favour, they. have 
furniſhed me with a means to requite it with the only Recomr 
pence whereby it can be equalized, which s by telling you (if 
you have nos heard it before) That Pariſatis is alive. 
The effect of this News appeared preſently in Lyſima- 
chus's Countenance, and he had no ſooner heard theſe 
Words bur ſuffering himſelf to be tranſported with the firſt 
- motions of his Joy, he was like to have loſt his Senſes and 
his Underſtanding ;. but within a while after, reflecting up- 
on the impoſſibility of it, he fell back into his former Con- 
dition, and croſſing his Arms upon his Breaſt with a ſorrow- 
ful Geſture, ©Ah, Sir (ai he to the Prince) what Contente 
ment can you find in abuſing my Grief on this manner? Ic 
is the ſame with your own, and I do not thipk you are ſo 
Fortunate your ſelf as to make paſtime with the Miferable. 
Tknew (reply{d the Prince of Scythia) that the Happineſs I 
bring you was too great lightly to be believed; but if T am not 
worthy of Credit, learn more certain News from Cleone. Theſe 
Words made Lyſimachus and the reſt turn their Eyes on her 
of whom they had not yer taken notice. Lyimachus no ſoon- / 
er knew her, bur half perſwaded of his good fortune; he 
ran to her with open Arms, and conjur'd her to tell him 
truly without delay, If his Princeſs was alive? he re- 
ceived that confirmation from her, which was like inſtay 
55 | 8 " 


276 | The Hiſtory Part V. 
to overcome his Spirits, ſo that he ſtood in need of all his 
forces ro reſiſt that pleaſing ſurprize, and when he was a 
little ſettled, his Joy broke forth in Actions which no- 
thing bur his Youth and Paſſion could excuſe: Prolomeus and 
Eumenes were ſo much concerned at ir that their Expreſſi- 
ons came not far ſhorr of his, when all of them together en- 
treated Cleone to tell them in order how things had happen d, 
and to let them know by what wonderful aſſiſtance of 
Heaven, the Princeſſes who had been dead in the Opinion 
of the World, and in theirs, were become alive again? 
Cleone, who was willing to oblige them all and engage them 
further in the Party of the Princeſſes, repeated again the 
manner how they were ſaved, and the Condition they ſince 
had lived in, with whatever ſhe had related ro Prince O- 
roondates, except thoſe paſſages of his more ſecret Love, 
and forbore ro mention any thing of his Suſpicion of the 
Queen's Inconſtancy. 5 
Lyſimachus s Joy was a little moderated at the end of this 
Story, by knowing his adored Princeſs was ſtill in the pow- 
er of her Enemies, and that ſhe had not abſolutely eſcap'd 
a Death they yet might give her: but he drew matter of ſa- 
tisfaction from that which would have cauſed Diſcontent in 
many others: he hoped with probability that the Loves of 
the two Brothers would ſecure the Lives of the two Prin- 
ceſſes. That belief made his Jealouſy ſupportable, and 
rmitted his J6y to diſſipate part of thoſe — which 
Pad cauſed a great alreration in his Countenance. Brave 
Prince of Scythia (cryed he) let us revive our hopes, ſince it 
pleaſes the Gods our Princeſſes are Priſoners: lait yet at laſt 
they are alive, and we are potent enough to pull them out of 
the Hands of our Enemies, and make them periſh in ſo juſt a 
Quarrel. Theſe Arms we meant to turn againſt them for our 
Revenge, ſhall now be employed for their Deliverance; and 
you ſhall jee ſo many Gallant Men embrace our Intereſt, that 
yeu could not at firſt have conceived it. A Party cannot 
chuſe but be Powerful (reph d Oroondates) being compo- 
© ſed of ſuch Gallanr Men, as you and youyCompanions, 
© whoſe Valour is ſo loudly proclaim'd over all the Earth, 
After they had Diſcourſed of theſe Matters and taken care 
for Encamping and providing for the Army Prolomeus 
and Eumenes had brought with them, and allo ſent to the.r 
Friends to haſten ro it with ſuch Levies as they could 
\ ſpeedily raiſe, Aminta, the Phyſician, told them how much 
Oroondates had diſordered himſelf that Day, and that fo 
20g a Diſcourſe would be very prejudicial to his an, 
=_ 1 5 | . 
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Lyſmachus being in fear for a Friend of that importance up- 
on this entreaty carryed the reſt out of the Chamber, and 
went down into the pleaſant Garden with them to walk for 
their Recreation. ie 207 57 3 

In rhe mean time, the Fair Amagoni an Queen guided by 
Hyppolita, ſearched all the Plains of Babylon, che Woods, 


4 Rocks and Banks of the River Euphrates in hopes to find 
of out Bernice and Alcione, but all. in vain, which made her 
=" turn back very penſive and keep along the Courle of the 

5 River whilft ſhe came to the Temple of Apollo, and having 
heard of the Fame of that Oracle, even in her own Coun- 
* try, that made her deſirous to enquire not only of Bernices 
70 ſafety, bur likewiſe of her own Affairs, ſhe had upon her 
0. Supplication this Oracle delivered by the Mouth of thePrieſt 
0 1 : The Oracle. 

Heaven to thy Reſt no more averſe will be, 

Is Jo it refer thy Siſter s Deſtiny : 
v | Since thine back to thy Brother ſummons thee, 
d Mpere thou thy Heart and Fortune chang d ſhall fez. 
4 This Anſwer pleafingly ſurpriz'd the Fair 4mazon, and find- 
f ing in it more cauſe of Conſolation than ſhe had laoked for, 
s ſhe pay d her humble Devotions, and returning our of the 
4 Temple where Hippolita waited for her, ſhe told her what 
h the Oracle had deliver'd in plainer Terms than uſually O- 
A racles deliver d themſelves in; yet it made her not reſolve 
7 to give over her ſearch of Orontes that ſhe might take her 
2 Revenge of him for the Injuries he had done her : bur as 
f ſhe rode meditating on theſe matters, ſhe heard certain Cries 
g in the Wood as of ſome in diſtreſs, and not knowing but it 

s might be Bernice and Alcione fallen into the Hands of ſome 
F Villains, ſhe hafted ro the place whither they directed her, . 
, and Hippolita after her, where ſhe ſaw five or fix Horſe- 
men compleatly Armed ſtanding round about two miſerable 

i Men whom they tortured in a grievous manner as they were 


faſt bound to two Trees, and were upon hanging them up 
becauſe they refuſed ro anſwer to their demands; juſt when 
rhe Valiant Queen of the Amazons preſented the point of 
her Javelin to the Faces of thoſe Tormentors, threarning 
them with Death if they ſtay d nor their cruel Hands, when 
the chief of them addreſſing himſelf ro her, Fever: thun 
art (laid he) unleſs thou lring an expreſs Order from Queen 
Roxana, thou art very Inſolent to oppoſe her Pleaſure. If ir 


« be a Queen (reply'd the rz who hath Cammanded 7 
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this Execution, ſhe hath the ways of Juſtice open to puniſh 
Malefactors, and this extraordinary manner of proceeding 
againſt theſe poor Wretches is an infallible mark of their 
Innocency, and ſhall be the cauſe of their ſafety. And im- 
mediately flying in amongſt them, ſeconded by Hrppolira, 
ſhe flew the greater part of thoſe that reſſiſted, and pur the 


the reſt ro flight, whereupon ſhe cauſed Hzppolira to alight, 
and unbind the two Men, who ſuddenly falling on their 
Knees with Tears in their Eyes, gave her infinite thanks, 


ſtyling her their guardian Angel ſent from Heaven for their 


Deliverance, Or whoſoever you are (cryed they) whoſe Va- 
lour ſo well repreſents the Image of our Maſter to us, we hope 
the Gods will recompence you for this Generous Action; and 
you may certainly believe that your Arms were never employed 


fer more Innocent Perſons. 

The Queen having bidden them riſe, demanded, Who they 
were and for what cauſe they had been put into ſuch dan- 
ger of their Lives? To which with a low Submiſſion, they 
anſwered, By Nation they were Scythians, cur Names are 
Toxaris and Loncates, and all we can boaſt to the advantage of 
our ſelves, B, that a part of our time has been ſpent in the Ser- 
vice of the moſt Valiant and Generous Prince in the World, 
the great Oroondates, Prince of Scythia is cur Maſter, and 
for our Fidelity to him we have been reduced to that Miſery out 
of which you have ſo charitably delivered us. The Queen was 
very much pleasd when ſhe knew ſhe dad done this Ser- 


viae to the two faithful Servants of her dear Friend, and 
- commanding them to follow her, ſhe return d ro Polemon's 


Houſe, and preſented them to Oroomdates. Thar Prince no 
ſooner ſaw the Queen enter with thoſe two Servants he had 


loſt, and ro whole Misfortunes he had given ſome Tears, 


and heard the Relation in what manner they. were found 
and ſer at liberty, but he received a very great Conſolation, 


embracing and welcoming thoſe faithful Servants with a 


generous Pity and Tenderneſs: and then commanded them 


to give him a Relation of what had happen'd to them from 


the time he ſent them into Babylon to make enquiry after 


the Princeſſes of Perſia: bur Toxars, who was to ſpeak for 


them both, ſeeing a aha Gallanr , Perſons in the 
Chamber, whom he knew not, ſtept back and made ſome 
difficulty of ſpeaking in ſo much Company touching his 
Maſter's Secret Affairs. But the Prince again commanding 
him to ſpeak, and diſguiſe nothing before thoſe Illuſtrious 
Friends who were not at all ſuſpected to him, he came for- 
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Tbe Hiſtory of RO XAN _ 


Hen by your Highneſs's Order I went to Babylon, and 
left you ſome Furlongs diſtant from that City, mind- 
ing what I had in Charge, I found the People in a great 
Conſternation for the Death of Alexander, and my Ears 
were almoſt every where Saluted with Mourning and La- 
mentations; and when I came to the Palace where Roxana 
lay, I warched my opportunity to paſs the Guards, who 
. ſtricty forbid any Perſon's entrance, unleſs they were well 
3 known to them, and found a means in the Evening to do 
it by mingling my ſelf among Pordica his Train, who came 
to pay the Queen a Viſir, and ſo crowded in undiftinguiſh'd, 
9 with the ſame facility, I followed him into the Garden, 
where the Queen waited for his coming, and getting into a 
cover d Alley, my Curioſity led me on to play the Spy, 
thinking I might learn by over-hearing their Diſcourſe, 
more than by any other means whatſoever; and they be- 
ing ſer down in an Arbor whilſt their Train withdrew ar 
ſome diſtance, ſo as not to over-hear them, Perdicas firſt 
broke ſilence on this manner. 
How great a deſign ſoever I have to ſerve and pleaſe 
you, Madam, (aid he to Roxana) I cannot bur feel a re- 
_ © pugnancy againſt the Propoſition you make ro me, I can- 
not without Horror remember, thar to cbey you, I 
* muſt imbrue my Hands in the Blood of two Great and 
* Virtuous Princefſes, whereof one was the Wife of my 
* King, and the other is the Widow of my Friend. Their 
Sex, their Quality, and the remembrance of their IIlu- 
* ftrious Husbands divert both my Arm and my Heart from 
ſo cruel an Attempt, and I could willingly wiſh ſome more 
gentle and fitting Expedient might he found to ſatisſie you, 
* and to eſtabliſh RE es you demand. Perdicas with- 
out doubt would have ſaid more if the Queen had nor inter- | 
rupted him in this inanner, One may be ſcrupulous (ſaid ſhe) _— 
as you are, when the Queſtion i leſs. than that which concerns 
the Empire of the World; and I proteſt to you, I feel little leſs 
repugnancy than you do againſt this Cruelty to which we are com- 
2 by the neceſſity of our Affairs: But do you think there can 
be any Secnrity for the Son and for the Midom of Alexander, 
or for the Macedonian Princes ſo long as Darius hs Dauphzers 
are alive; Do you believe that the Calm whichAlexander 5. — 
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with ſo much Blood and ſs much Difficulty can laſt afrer. hi, 


Deat b, and that the Perſians who only ſubmitted by force to the 
Macedonian Toke, will not take Arms now for their Lawful 


Princeſſes, and uſe their Endeavours to reſtore the Blood of their 
firſt Maſters to the Throne ; If the Cruelty of this Enterprize 
ſtrikes Horror into you, remember that tis not without Exam 
in all Monarchies ; and both amongſt us, and amongſt oy 
Neighbours, we have no Age that cannot furniſh us with 4 
Hy number of Precedents. „ | 
Upon this, ſhe reckon'd up the Practices of many Cruel 
Princes to the deſtruction of their neareſt Relations; but 
Perdicas told her, By thoſe means they had left Stains and 
Blemiſhes on their Lives that all their gallant Actions were 
never able to wipe our. And after having talked more at 
large on this matter to the like purpoſe, Perdicas took that 
Night to conſider of it; which the Qneen freely granted, and 
ſo at this time he took his leave, and went our of the Gar- 
den from her; and I might eafily have return d in his 
Train, but I was ſo ſurprizd and aſtoniſh'd at what I had 
| heard, that I thought not of my departure. | 
Perdicas was no ſooner gone, but the Queen call'd Heſione, 
her Maid of Honour, whom ſhe intruſted with her moſt ſe- 
cret Thoughts, who being come to her, Heſione (ſaid ſhe) J 
ſhall have much ado to perſwade Perdicas to what I deſire fer 
our common Security, ſeeing he ſticks at Conſiderations which the 
Ambition of Reigning oupht to have extinguiſhd in his Mind. 
I do not think it ſtrange (reply d Heſione) and that which your 
Majeſty requires has NE bens fo Cruel in it, thao T cannot re- 
member it without Horror, nor without wondering at it as 4 
Prodigy, how the thirſt of Reigning can have ſtifled in you that 
Pity which is natural to your Sex, and have carryed you to ſuch 
_ bloody Reſolutions againſt Princeſſes who have a near Relation 
to you, whom heretofore you accounted dear, and who have no 
ways offended you, Pardon me, Madam, if T ſpeak with tos 
much freedom, I am ſo affrighted at this borrible change of your 
Humour, that 1 have not underſtanding enough left to approve 
' theſe Inhumane Reaſons of State, which demand ſuch violent 
Executions. 3 . 
Foran hearkened to theſe Words, and having remain d a 
while without anſwering otherwiſe than by two or three 
Sighs, Ab, Heſione, (ſaid ſhear laſt) how juſt would thy won- 
dier be, if thou wert not well inſtructed in my ſecret Thoughts, 
and wit h how much reaſon mighteſt thou appear affrighted. at 
this change . my Humour, if Thad not truſted thee with the 
cauſe of it a thouſand times. Thou knoweſt, O diembling is 
99 | | : Ione, 
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ſione, that my Inclinations to Cruelty are not ſtrong envugh to 
move me to ſuch bloody Tragedies meerly out of Maxims of State 
and out of deſire to Reign; that only ſerves as a pretexs to more 

werful Incitements, and to cover a Paſſion more violent than 
Ambition. Thou knoweſt, that my Jealouſy arms my Hand more 
potently a gainſt my Rival, than Ambition doth againſt my Com- 
getitor for the Empire; the remembrance of Ungrateful Oroon- 
dates khindles my Indignation againſt her that took him from 
me, and his Image never comes into my Memory without en- 
flaming my Anger againſt that proud Beauty which triumphs 
over me in the Soul of that inhumane Prince, whilſt the hope of 
ber lawful poſſeſſing him was forbidden her by the Life of the King 
her Husband, I bore my misfortune patiently, but now that by 
the Death of Alexander the way to it lies open for her, and 
that I ſee them upon the very brink of that Felicity which T have 
'oainly oppoſed, I had rather ſhe ſhould periſh, and that the whole 
World ſhould periſh, than that I ſhould become ſubje& to thoſe 
ſenſible Afflictions. | | 

She ſaid many other things, and I had doubtleſs heard a 
great deal more if I had not been unfortunately ſurprized 
by ſome of Roxana's Maids, who were come into the ſame 
Alley very near me before I eſpyed them, who perceiving 
me liſtning cry d out to the Guards, and having no ready 
way to eſcape I was quickly ſeized and carry d before the 


Queen, who charged me to be a Spy. I pretended to be- 


long to Perdicas and came with him, but not perceiving when 


he went away I had been left behind > But he being ſent to 


and not owning me, I made my Condition worſe than be- 
fore: And Roxana conſcious that I had over- heard what ſhe 
had ſaid, was about to pronounce ſome fatal Sentence a- 
gainſt me, when one of thoſe that ſtood near her having 
known me by the light of the Torches, and coming to me, 
O Toxaris (ſaid he) 2 it he I no ſooner fix d my Eyes up- 
on him, but that I knew him to be che Treacherous Arbates, 
that Per fidious Servant of yours (that had been) who cor- 
rupted by Roxana's preſents had ſtollen the Bracelet from you 
at Damaſcus which you had received from Statira, and car- 
ry'd it wich your Letter to Roxana, which has ſince caus d 
you ſo many ſenſible Afflictions; he had no ſooner ſpoke to 
me, but Tes Arbates (ſaid I) Iam Toxaris. Then he drew 

near to Roxana and ſpake to her as not to be overheard 
upon which, ſhe gave order to the Captain of her Gaurd to 
carry me to a place of Security, and uſe me according to the 
Directions of Arbates, who ſhould let him know her further 
pleaſure; and being brought to my Priſon, a ſtrict Guard 
a as 8 5 Was 
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was ſet over me, whoſe Lives were to anſwer it if J made 
my eſcape, and the next Day I ſaw a Companion brought 
into my Priſon when I leaft expected him; it was Loncate; 
whom you had ſent after me into Babylon by reaſon of my 
Ray, and who unluckily meeting Arbates was known by 
him, and by the Order of Roxana was Seized, and ſent ty 
bear me company. | | => 
During our Impriſonment Arbates Viſited us often, and be. 
ing very well acquainted with Roxana's Mind, he by Threats 
and Promiſes labour d all he could that we would comply 
with her deſires for our ſafety, in whatſoever ſhe ſnould de. 
mand of us; and the better (as he thought) to induce us to it, 
he ſtrove to win us by all manner of good uſage; bur when 
he and the Queen, before whom we were privately carryd 
in her Chamber, had labour'd but in vain to know the cauſe 
of our coming into Babyl-m, and to be certify d where you 
were, and in what Condition we had left you; we found 
their Countenances ſomewhar changed towards us. How- 
ever, Treacherous Ar hates diſſembled with us all he could, 
and viſited us every Day, and to ſeduee us, flattered us a 
thouſand ways, and feigned to have a wonderful Confidence 
in us; he difcorxerd thoſe Affairs to us, which ſeem'd to be 
of greateſt Importance, and gave us an Account of thoſe 
Matters chat paſt at Court and in Roxana s Cloſer : One 
Day being in our Chamber, he let fall by chance, or pur- 
poſely, a Paper which Loncates took up as ſoon as he was 
gone out, and though it was Sealed, we conſidered him ſo 
little, that we made no difficulty to break it open: it had no 
Superſcription, yet we could not but gueſs by the Words ir 
vuvas meant to Roxana, and that Arbates who had only ſerv d 
her in Affairs of that Nature, had ſome new Practices in 
hand, but we could not imagine, which of the Princes was 
Bold enough to ſpeak to her of Love before the Obſequies 
of Alexander; we were buſy in theſe Thoughts, when Ar- 
bates perceiving he had loſt ir, return d and ſeem d in a great 
deal of rrouble when he ſaw ir in our Hands; bur Loncates 
ſtep d ro him and reſtor d it with a ſmiling Countenance, Be 
not offended, Arbares (ſaid he) at our Curioſity, it was only 
to Inſtruct our ſelves a little in your Love Affairs to jeſt with 
peu, and not at all to doyou any diſſervice. Arbates's Face be- 
gan to clear up at theſe Words, and taking his Letter again 
de told us, He ſhould have been very ſorry if it had fallen 
into the Hands of Perſons leſs Diſcreer than our fel ves, but 
the knowledge he had both of our Fidelity and Conſtancy 
in keeping a Secret would oblige him to declare that to us 


which 


U. which he had diſcovered to no Body. Then fitting down he 
began to tell us of Caſſander's Love to Roxana even in the 
Life-rime of Alexander the Great and that as ſoon as ſhe 
new it, ſhe not only deſpiſed his Temerity, but threatned 
him with utter Ruin if he perſiſted in his preſumptuous and 
nlawful Deſires, commanding him our of her preſence with 
1 Scorn that might have cooled him for the remainder of his 
Life; yet ſuch was his importunate Humour, and the 
ſtrength of his Paſſion, that it only ſerved to make him more 
ager in the purſuit of his Deſigns upon thar Queen; eſpe- 
ally when he found her diſconſolate, and ſhedding ſome 
ears upon the News ſhe had, Thar the King's Paſſion was 
eturned ſtronger than ever for Statira, and that he was 
eſolv d ro Marry her, then he took the boldneſs in offering 
is Service in revenging the Injury done her, and that to 
bey her Commands, he would neither regard Blood, Sex, 
or Dignity ; and to comply with them, he would Violate 

he Faith due ro Men, the moſt Sacred Rights, and all the 
aws of Nature: Which Wicked Propofition ſerved only 
o make her hate him the more firmly, and when he preſſed 
er farther about his Love, ſhe reſolvd to tell the King of 
he Inſolence of his Subject; but upon ſecond Thoughts, the 
ontempt ſhe had of Caſſander, made her ſpare the King's 
ars from hearing a Relation that would have been Fatal to 
he Amorous Son of Antipater; and on this manner, he con- 
inu d till the Death of Alexander, which taking away his 
ear and giving a more open paſſage to his Love, he in a lit- 


5 N•etime ſpar d not to make it publick, which made the Queen 
0 ore angry than ever, and to give him ſuch Repulſes as ea- 
0 Fler him ſee the ſtrong Averſion ſhe had to him. This 
T Wade him a little alter his Meaſures, and for a time content 
a imſelf with Writing to her, and that Letter we had read 


vas one of his, which Arbates told us, he had preſſed upon 
im to deliver to Roxana. X | 

The Treacherous Arbates further added, Thar Roxana had 
nt him in ſearch of you, and that her Paſſion conrinu'd 
irongly towards you, even in the Life-rime of Alexander, 
d that he had been in Scythia, and many other Countries 
enquire after you, yet brought back no other News than 
bat after the Defeat of Zopzro, you had ſecretly left the Ar- 
you Commanded for the King your Father, and had paſ- 
d over at Byzantium without any other Company ſave Aa- 
and our ſelves which greatly perplexed Roxana and made 
er utter Words little differing from Deſpair or Diſtraction, 
nd after this and ſuch like Diſcourſe of Arbates he Conjnr d 
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us to obey the Queen in telling her where you were; and the 
after that Day he often viſited and preſſed us earneſtly with 
Threats and Promiſes we ſo little minded or regarded i 
he plainly perceiv'd he was not able by all his \Arrifices ty 
ſhake our Fideliry: which he having fignify'd to Roxana, the 
grew ſo incens d againſt us that ſhe commanded we ſhoulg 
be pur in Irons, and the Rack to be offer d to us to force 
that from our Mourhs by Torments that ſhe had not been x. 
ble to skrue from us by other means. Her Cruel Miniſtetz 
obey d her, although Diſſoyal Arbares ſhew d a feignd 
Compaſſion of us; we were Tormented with great Seyeri. 
ty, bur we had the ſame firmneſs of Reſolution in our Tor. 
tures, and thoſe that perſecuted us, were almoſt in deſpair 
' ſucceſs ; they pretended in this, to uſe us as Spies, and a 
Perſons who had ſome Deſign againſt the Queen's Life; but 
' me eſpecially, who had been ſurpriz d in the manner I hare 
told you. Tis certain alſo, that in that Accident there ws 
occaſion enough to ſuſpect me, bur I believ'd, that tha 
which would be more hurtful ro me, was my having heard 
by the Queen's Diſcourſe, the cruel Intention ſhe had fince 
executed againſt the Princeſſes, and I thought with Reaſon, 
that being deſirous to conceal to all the World the ſhare ſe 
had in their Deaths, which ſhe caus d to be reported in: 
very different way from the Truth, ſhe would infallibly put 
me to Death, if ſhe once ſuſpected me to be a Witneſs of her 
Wicked Deſigns. Ibelieve, indeed, it was that which made 
her reſolve upon it; for yeſterday the Captain that had us i 
charge took off our Irons, aud telling us, that we ſhouldbe 
ſer at Liberty, he cauſed us to get up behind certain ama ſe 
Men and he carry d us to a woody Valley nor far fron i # 
hence, where thoſe Cruel Meu having ry'd us to two Trees, 
after having in vain Tormented us to force a Confeſſion di w 
what we had ſo carefnlly conceal'd, they were going to e P. 
ecute the laſt Reſolution upon our Lives when the Gods {en ¶ to 
ns this Valianr Queen, who by the effects of her Admirable a | 
Courage ſav d us from Death, and reſtor'd us our Liberty au i th: 
our Prince, whois dearer to us than both Life and Libem 8 N 
Toxaris ended his Narration on this manne, and Prince c. his 
roondatet found much matter of Thought in it, and having fig 
a while kept ſilence, I know not (ſaid he at laſt) by what Crim ll anc 
I have mov d the Gods to ſtirr up this Woman to torment me; the 
her Cruelties ought to be ſatisty'd with the Illi ſhe has altea He 
made me to ſuffer ; and when I thought I had been ſecure fm our 
all her Practices, 1 revives again to perſecute me mere A | 
ever, It 5s probable, (ſaid Lyimachns) ſhe will not ſtop at ti {vec 
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| beginnings, and ſince ſhe knows you are out of Scyrthia, and that 
by great li kelihood ſhe may conjeFure that you are in this Com- 
tm, ſhe will leave nothing unattempted to find the certainty, 
and to have you in her power; and therefore it would be conve- 
nient that you ſhould not declare your Name, but amongſt thoſe 
you ſhall judge worthy your Friendſhip, and that amongſt others 
you Nall be made to paſs for Ar acomes, or ſome other ſtrange 
Prince, whoſe Name may deceive thoſe that are leſs intreſſed. 
He approv d of this firſt Motion with all the Company, and 
ſoon after it was agreed, That ſince he was nor in a Condi- 
tion to be carry d ro the Camp ar the diſtance it was, the 
Army ſhould Diſ-encampand draw nearer Polemon s Houſe to 
hinder any violent Attempts thatRoxana might make upon him. 
This Reſolution was no ſooner ſettled bur it was put in 
execution, and while it was doing, the fair Amazon, told 


him what the Oracle had declared in relation to the Safety 


of the Princeſs his Siſter, which took cf a great deal of the 
trouble in his Mind for her abſence; and having learned 
from Toxaris and Loncates in what condition of Warlike Pre- 
parations their Enemies were in Babylon, and that upon the 
Death of the Princeſs, which ſtill held currant throughout 
the City, though Roxana had declar d herſelf innocent of it, 
and diſayow'd all that Hreus had reported before he dy d; 
their Loſs had ſo ſtirr d up and exaſperated the People, that 
nothing bur rhe fear of the Forces in Garriſon, could, keep 
them in their Obedience. 4 
Part of the Day was ſpent in this Converſation, and the 
reſt of it was given to the Wounded Prince's repoſe; bur 
ſcarcely was he awaken d next Morning when he ſaw Ly/i- 
machus come into his Chamber with a certain Herb in his 
Hand, and with an extraordinary joy in his Countenance, 
when ſitting down by his Bed-ſide, I believe (ſaid he to the 
Prince) that I hring you a ſpeedy Cure; and then proceeded 
to tell how Peolomeus being very dangerouſly Wounded in 
a Fighr againſt the Indians, Alexander who entirely loved 
that gallant Man being exceedingly troubled ar ir, he one 
Night had a dream wherein he ſaw a Dragon come into 
his Tent, having a Herb in his Month, which as ir was then 
lignified to him) ſhould infallibly cure Prolomcus his Wound 
and he took ſuch particular notice of it that diſcribing ir 
thenext Morning to the Phyſitians he was aſſured that ſuch a 
Herb grew in that Country, and having cauſed it to be ſought 
out with much induſtry, it was ſo ſucceſsfully applyed that the 


| Pain was inſtantly aſſwaged and his recovery immediatly in- 
lzed-whill this dilcqurſe held Anitas coming inrothe Cham. 
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ber no ſooner caſt his Eyes upon the Wonder working Herb 
bur he was tranſported with Joy and Immediately applying it, 
took away the pain of Oroondates his Wounds and reſtored ſleep 
to his Eyes, which had been baniſhed thence for ſome Nights, 
The Army by this time was arrived under the conduct 
of Eumenes and Ptolomeys, and the Princes ſeeing certain 
Chariors coming towards theHouſe where they were, went 
out to meer them, wherein they found the two Princeſſes Ap,. 
mia and Arfione Daughters to Artabaſus and Wives to Pole. 
meus and Eumenes with many other Ladys, whoſe Husbands 
were in the Army. Thaleſtris who was inſtructed in the 
Quality of theſe Princeſſes welcomed them with much kind. 
neſs, and civility, and Cleone who attended her no ſooner 
ſaw them bur ſhe ran ro them with open Arms receiving 
them with an exceſs of Joy, and by her encounter gave 
them a marvelous conſolation. They had heard from EA. 
menes that the two Princeſſes were alive, to whom they had 
ever been moſt dear, and their gladneſs at that news was 
eaſily to be obſerved in their Faces, and immediattely they 
went to viſit Prince Oroondates who gave them a reception 
full of reſpect, and by all manner of ways teſtifyed how 
great a Senſe he had of the Honour they did him. After 
the firſt complements they fell into diſcourſe about Barſma 
whole goodneſs the Prince commended in Tes, lich 
made her Siſters {ee he was nor ungrateful ur rhe good 
Offices he had received from her. Theyitctd the Prince 
who earneſtly deſired ro know were ſhe was, that ſhe had 
been detained ar Suſa by ſome ſmall indiſpoſition, and by 
the noiſe of rhoſe cruel revolutions that had happened at 
Babylon. Thar the had lately ſent them word ſhe would 
ere long ſer forward on her Journy, towards them where- 
by reaſon of the Authority of theirHusbands ſhe believed her 
rerreat would be more aſſured. | 5 
They were in this converſation, when many who had heard 
of their arrival came to pay them thoſe reſpects that were 
due to their quality and to their virtue, and it was reſolved 
upon by Oroo adates his advice, that ſo ſoon as he was reco- 
vered and the other Ladys were arrived, the Men ſhould 
leave Polemon's Houſe to them, and retire ro Lye in Com- 
modious Tents which the Princes had cauſed to be brought 
along with the Army, and when they had ſpent part of the 
Night in theſe Diſcourſes the Company withdrew to their 
{ſeveral Chambers, where they were accomodated as well 
75 Pay they mighr, and where they all reſted in much 
ranquillity. 1.7 oth 
71S, The End of the Second Books 
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Ole, 5 Houſe where the Illuſtrious Princeſs and. No. 
Ss PrincciT's had for their preſent conveniency., 
taken th-ir. reſidence, was the moſt pleaſantly _ 
ſeated, and the, beſt accommodated Rural re- 

= tirement in all the Province. The famous Ri- 
ver Euphrates rowlled its Silve: waves gently along; 
within a hundred Paces of it, to whoſ: flowry banks the 
curious Gardens extended their fragrant delightfulneſs; 
A ligh ſhady Wood ſheltred this ſtately Manſion from 
the rude; aſſaults of bluſtring Winds, and before it a 


_ vaſt extended Plain reachd to the Gates of Babylon, 


whereon great Armies might commodicully Encamp or 


Eu gage in Batcle, and on it at this time the Princes had 
pitch d their Tents, filled and guarded with valiant Sol- 


diers and, brave Commanders, the Flower of Europe 


and Ala. 
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Prince Oroonſlates by. the wonderful effect of Prolc: 


meus Herb now found his recovery, Which was Con; 


i with exceeding joy by ail the Princes ang 
dies, upon which the War was reſolved on in 2 Col 
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cil to be carried vigorouſly on, for reſcuing the Illu- 
ſtrious Daughters of Darius out of the hands of their 
Cruel Enemies; few days paſſcd but freſh Forces flow. 
ed to the Camp, as likewiſe new Recruits to thoſe that 
held the City, among which a thouſand Amazones levied 
by Me nal pa came to Fight under their valiant Queen, 
and when the Army was in this forwardneſs Cleanres 
and Lycaſtes were choſcn as fit and diſcreet perſons to 
o for Babylon, to demand the delivery of the Princef: 
es without the effuſion of Blood, or on that refuſal to 
denounce irreconcileable War, and having there decla- 
red their Commiſſion to Perdicas, Alcetas, Caſſander 
and many more of chief command, and acquitted them- 
ſelves with much Prudence and Gallantry, they returned, 
not having been able to obtain the firſt part of what 
they had in Charge; Lyſimac his no ſooner pe! ceived 
their approach, but impatient of delay, he ran to meet 
them, ſaying, Dear Friends whar news, do you bring 
us that of War, Sir anſwered Lycaftes, and 'tisfor War 
we muſt prepare our ſelves, we receive it then with 
Joy replied the Arduous Prince, and tis for War we 
are already prepared, and the reſt of the Princes no 
ſooner knew what anſwer they had brought, when 
they reſolved no more to treat with them but as Ene- 
mies, and that their further Arguments ſhould reſt a- 
Jone in the ſharpneſs of. their Swords, and in the ſtrength 
of their Armies, and of their couragious Hearts; Yet 
they deſired to know more particularly how they had 
been received, and in what terms their Enemies had ex- 
preſicd themſcives. | | 
We were ( faid Cleantes) brought into Perdicas his 
Chamber, whoſe Wounds would not permit him to be 
in Council, and having notice of our buſin-{s from Peu. 
ceſtas, to vihom we had delivered it, to obtain . 
introduced, all the Princes aſſembled there roſe up, an 
coming cloſe to hear what we would ſay, put us in the 
midſt of a Semicircle, which they made about Peraicas 
his Bed; at the head whereof Roxana was fitting, the 
company conſiſting of Selucus, Leonatus, Caſſander, Al- 
cetas, Penceftas, Neoptolomeus and ſome others, whom | 
could not well diſtinguiſh ; we ſhewed your Letters 
with your Seals, and declared the Power we had to treat 
with them ; when Zyca/e: addreſſing himſelf to Rox na, 
BE N Mac am, 
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Madam, ſaid he, The Princes Lyſimachus,Ptolomens, Eu- 

; and their Aſſociates, armed for the'ſame quarrel, g 
7 tor their keeping thoſe Forces on foot they command- 
ed under their deceaſed King, and their calling os all" 


2 
t tanct of their friends has neither been out of any particu- 
d lar Enmity, non ont of any deſign to Invade the Terri- 
„ tor es o thoſe who were heretofore their Friends and Com- 
y anions ; but to render what they ow unto the memory of 
Alexander, and to ſettle Queen Statira his Illuſt ruous 
l. ' Widdow in her due Authority , reſtoring her to Liberty, 
0 and the Princeſs Pariſatis her Siſter, whom you have 
1 cruelly and unwarthily uled:, and whom you yet retain as 
e Captives contrary to all Juſtice, it is to demand a ſpecdy 
n- delivery of them at your hands; that they have ſent us 10 
4, ty and to promiſe that 4s ſoon as you ſhall free and ſa- 
at tilſe them, they will dr aw off their Forces, and retire 
d into their proper Provinces. e 
et When Lycaftes had artered theſe words, we Were or- 
18 dered to retire, that they might deliberate what An- 
ar ſwer to return, and after an hour We Were introduced 
th again, when Roxana ſpeaking y the conſent of the reſt. 
ve We have heard ( ſaid ihe ) rhe Propoſals of yolr: 
No Principals, which we account 4 [range as we are well 
en ſatisfied it praceeds 70t from the motives you have al- 
ge- ledged; The Princeſſes whom you demand, nc it per are 
2. nor e ver were in our power, "nd we cannot ta te their 
th raiſing of Armes for any other than a manifeſt Rebell;on 
et againſt thoſe to whom they yet ow Obedience, and for 4 
ad i remainder of Meleagers Sedition, yet we are ready to 
x- | Pardon their Fault if they preſently de part ont of our Ter- 
| ritories, Without putting #5 to the trouble of driving them 
his thence hy oben fee And being able to get no other 
be , i wh [ denounced that War in your names W ich 
eu. had in Commiſſion, of which they wade ſo ſmall account, 
ng that Perdicas putting bis Arm out of the Bed, and ſtrik- 
n ing his Thigh with an angry Action, we accept the War 
che with joy 7 replied he ) from thoſe whoſe friendſhip 
cas we deſired not, and will make it Wit them uch a 
the manner that they ſhall ſoon have cauſe to repent their 
Al- raſhneſs. At theſe words calling for a Jace it he broke 
n | it, and caſt the pieces at Our doet- and each of them lent 
ers pork of defiance againſt you, each — * pre ice 
eat ferted him, or prompte im to expreſs it in-terms of 
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to change a blow or two for -Pari/ar-s. 


This greatly incenſed the Princes, and haſtened their 
Preparations ; But whilſt theſe things were in doing 
pf is a his Squire came into the Camp, whom O con 
dates knowing, and learning from him it was the great 
Arſaces he bad fought with, and who was his Rival in 
his Princeſs, it grieved him very much, remembering what 


that valiant Man had done in favour of his friends, 
That the God: had not raiſed him up another Enem 
aga nſt whom he might without Ingratitude give a looſe 


to all his reſentments: He conſidered as much as poſſi- 


bly he could the obligations hi, Country had to his Ser- 
vice, and called to mind the friendſhip hi.nielf had 
conceived to A faces; at the recital Liſim ch bad made 
him of that Great Man's Vertues, and of all thule gal- 
lant things, he bad heard ſpoken of him, and the reficti- 
on, was ſtrong enough to grieve him very ſenſibly; but 


all was too weak to reſiſt the Impetuouſneſs of. his Jea- 


louſie, and upon the firit aſſault it mae upon him, all 
thoſe powerful remembrances vaniſhed out of his mind, 
*What (cried he farionfly) is it Ahe that ſteals 
© from me the Heart of my Ingrateful Princeſs, Ard have 
the Gods Decreed that he who was ſo generons to my 
„Country ſhould be Cruel to mc alone; and f,cold be 
© the unjuſt Raviſher of that I had !o lawfully acquired, 
*and ſo dearly purchaſed with my Biood and -ervie.s. *h, 
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he ſhall die, that injurious ſupplanter, who has robbed 


f we of a Prize which was due to none but me, be (hall 
die, That Arſaces that pity leſo Enemy, for whom I 


I bad more gentle, and more greaihul thoughts; and ſince 


he tears away my life with ſo much lujuſtice and In- 
© hamanity, let him know though he is with our Ene- 
mies, their Walls are not able to defend him againſt 
*a Rival whom he has precipit:red into Deipair. 

-., Oroondates- brought forth th: words with ſuch a 
tranſported Action, that they ſu: przed the whole Com- 
pany, and Ar/actss Squire was ſo aftoniſhed at them, 


that he dorit pot open his mouth in the defence of his 
Maſter; but when the Prince grew a little calmer, 


Friend 
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Anger or Reſentment of paſt Injuries, as they conceived” 
them. And Alceras following. me to the Door whiſ. 
pered in my Ear, you may tell Lyſimachus in particular 
(lid he) that now we ſhall have a fair opportunity 


* * 


Friend ( ſaid he to the Squire) you may tell Arſaces 

you have ſeen his Enem), who reduced him to the condi. 

tion you left him in, and from whem I" recerved theſe 
Words that keep me nom in Bed, and take that Herb thoy 
ſeeſt on the Table, cauſe il to be applied to his Wounds, -— 
and be moſt aſſured that it will quickly cure him; and 


* 


| Fg you Af ruſt the Preſents | of an Enemy, "look on my 
Wounds, where you w |! (ee the ſame applicat on; perchance 
it will be . known by ſome about him, wb are not igno- 
rant of” the effect it heretofore wrought on Ptolomeus: 
But w.thall tell him that [ neither pretend to any acknow- 
ledgment from him, nor do him this courteſie with any 
intention to be reconciled to him; but with a firm deſign to 
renew the fight, nh ch our Wounds have too long inter- 
rupred, When he had ended theſe words he command- 
ed Ajax.s to give him the Soveraign Herb, requeſting 
Prolom us to ſee him ſafe out of their Quarters: An 
then the tormenting thoughts of this great and happy 
Rival came a freſh into his mind, dijordering and wreck- 
ing his Soul with ſo many di quicts, that he continued 
tolling and reſtleis for {cveral jars; and'tFough Cleone 
laboured to juſt fie her Miſtreſſes Actions to him during 
the whole courſe of her Life; and that it was impoflible 
the ſhould fall from aii thoſe ſtrict rules of Honour and 
Virtue ; and that ſo great a Queen engaged to himſelf 
by ſo many power ful Obligations ſhould ſo lightly for- 
fake him to cat her Affections upon a ſtranger, yet it 
little availed for his ep ſe, though he ſaw a great deal 
of probability in what ſhe ſaid, and little ground for 
his ſuſpition; but when he remembered the Teſtimony 
he had receiv'd with his own Eyes, and the conformity 
thercof with the report of Perdicas, he was conſtrain- 
ed to fall again into that cruel helief which drove him 
into Deſpair, and deprived his Reaſon of all the power it 
wont to have over lim. | p FOR 
To fortifie this opinion he alledged to Cleone the 
wonderful effects of Inclination, and what he had heard 
Lyſimachus and others ſpeak relating to the good quali- 
ties of A-ſaces. Nor is it likely ( /aid be ) that after 
having ſo deſperately wounded Perdicas, ard put him 
in a condition which promiſes him but little ſecurity he 
- ſhould take his fide, if he were not moved to it by tome 
ſtranger conſideration than his friendſſip to Sewers, 
l a3 © 204 
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who took care of him when wounded: It muſt be then that 
he is ſenſible o/ at ira or C afſandra cali her which you will is 
now in Babylon, and it was ro be near her that he forgot 


the remembrance of the Peril that threatens him near ſo 


dangerous an Enemy as Perdicas ; But be it how it will 
( ſaid he to Cleone) we ſhall fee the ſucceſs of it after 
the end of this War, and if it pleaſe the Gods that 
Ar ſaces ſurvive me, the Queen ſhall poſſeſs bim in Tran. 
quility, which ſhe ought never to hope for whilit Orooxe 
date, is alive. R 
Theſe were his ordinary thoughts, wherein he was 
after comforted by the fair Amaz nian Queen and others; 
and he laboured to contribute all he could to the reco- 
very of his wounds, that he might be the ſooner in Acti- 
on, to put his arduous Intendments in Practice, nor was it 
long retarded, for the Forces on either ſiue being complea- 
ted by the coming in of the new Leavizs, they arranged 
in a ſplended Equipage, and their bright Armour retie- 
Ring the Sun beams like ſo many glittering Stars made 
a glorious ſplendor which dazled the eyes of thoſe 
that beheld them, even fi om the walls of Babylon, eve. 
ry Commander by his gallantry ſeemed a King, and eve- 
ry Soldier a Commander. | will not trouble you with 
the arangement of the Squadrons, nor the manners of 
each particular Captain that Commanded on this occaſi- 
on, which would prove tedious, and be not greatly to the 
purpoſe. Let it ſuffice then that more gallant men full 
of Courage, and brave Reſolutions to contemn and out 
face even Death in his dreadful ſhapes, never met in a 
- Hoſtile manner to war upon each oiher with ſuch Fury 
and Violence, who for the moſt part had a little before 
been Friends and Conquerors of the Earth under the 
Auſpice of Alexander ;, but during the little Truce, a 
wonderful thing happened, one Man alone alarmed the 
whole Camp, Who a ſtopt in his way to Babylon by 
: Jome of the Outguards of Or06ndates's Army, who un- 
dertook to examine him roughly, and bring him before 
their General, he with a prodigious Valour attempting 
to force his way in deſpight 1 their 1efiſtance, over- 
threw them in heaps, and when many brave Comman- 
ders came up to their aſſiſtance, he in ſingle Combate 
put them to the worſt, as each ſucceeding the other en- 
deavoured to revenge the diſgrace of his friend that — 
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been put to the foil before his eyes, Ly/imachus was the 

that Encountered him, for Oroondates was abſent, de- 
tained by his wounds not yet perfectly cared, and put- 
ting Spurs to their Horſes, met with ſuch a violence, 


ſo that the ſhock was little different from that of two Ships 
ul ruſhing together, by the force of torrent-waves, and op- 
er poſite win 's; their Javelins broke without effect, and 
at ſhivered even within their very hands; but their Shields, 
N- Heads and Shoulders dathed againit each other fo forci- 
2 bly, that ſuch an encounter could not happen without 


damage; the Strangers Horſe wearied in the former 
Cour ſes, not able to withſtand ſo powerful a Charge, 
fell with his Rider to the Ground, that of Lyf#machus 
being more freſh, ſtaggering many Paces backward, kept 
his feet, but his Maiter was ſo ſhaken, that he came to 
the ground with the Saddle between his Legs; The 
two warriours. aſhamed at the ſame time inſtantly aroſe; 
and drawing their Swords began a cruel Combate, and 
feeling the mighty blows. they had changed their Civt- 
lities into real Anger, which had ended in the deſtructi- 
on of one or both of thoſe valiant Men, had not Leo- 
nedor, Menader and Eumenes oppoſed their intention, 
and in the end parted: them, adjudging that the Glory 


Stranger ſhould have free liberty to pals at his pleaſure. 
And wondering at his prodigious Valour, they all em- 
braced him with much Civility, and kind Expreſſions, 
much grieving when they under itood he was going to the 
Enemies Party, concluding if they had many ſuch vali- 


a ant Men on their ſide as he and Ar/aces, they ſhould not 
Y be Victors with ſuch eaſe they expected: Admiring at 
re the ſame time, that Perſons of ſuch worthineſs ſhould eſ- 


de pouſe fo unjuit a Cauſe, and having taken leave, the 
3 Stranger puſſed quietly through the Camp, and ſoon ar- 


e rived at Babylon, leaving them in Admiration of what 
y they had ſeen him perform; The colour of his Arms was 
te near to that of withered Leaves, but ſcattered over 


e with black Spots and ſparks of Fire, a black Horſe-taile 
Z Howred on his Creſt, and the Device of his Shield was 
% Sables, a Mans Heart torn by Vulters, and this Motto in 


y Greek Letters, Or ceaſe to tear me, or make me ceaſe 
e 70 Live. | | 
| 


4 34. : Upon 


of the Combate was equal between them, and that tie 
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Upon the return of the Princes to Oroondates bis Tent. 
they found him encompaſſed with many gallant Nen 
newly arrived, who paid him profound reſpects, in ve. 

membrance of the great Actions they had reard of by 
Fame, as well as thoſe they had ſeen him perform; ang 
when he was at leiſure to hear it, they related the ag. 
yenture of the Stranger, which ſtruck him with wonder, 
but the great Affairs now in hand ſoon made him turn 
his mind upon them wholly, and when he was recoye- 
red, the Princes left Polemons Houſe to the Ladys, and 5 
went to Lodge in the Tents; and faithful Araxis per. 
ceiving his Maſter very deſirous to gain ſome knowledge 
in what condition Queen Statira was, to eaſe him of 
the trouble that uncertainty of her Eitate had raiſedin 
his mind, he freely offered at the hazard of his Life to 
o into Babylon diſguiſed, and to bring him news of 
= and the Princeſs her Siſter if poſſible; Oroon. 
dates hereupon embraced him with Tears ; yet was 
he loath to hazard him after having had ſuch bad ſucceſs in 
ſending his other two Servants, dar he urged it with ſo 
many Prayers and Entreaties, promiſing a very great 
caution in the under taking, ſo that nothing but meet. 
ing with the treacherous Ar hates ſhould be capable of 
eng him, till at laſt the Prince conſented, and 
having made L. ſimachus acquainted with his deſign, 
they agreed each to ſend a Letter by him, Oroonaares's 
to Statira, and Lyſimachus the other to Pariſatis, which 
were in theſe words, N 8 


Prince 
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Prince Oroondates to Queen Statira. 
a „BH & 


Adam, jou might ' think. this . meanneſs of ſpirit 

1 ſtrange, if for your fake I. were not accuſtomed 

3 ro be gu lry of the like, I reproach you with no- 
thing O Caſſandra, but I come to die for you, ſince you 
have judged me unworthy to live for you, I will — — 
wour by my Blood to e ſtabl ſh your repoſe; but with that 
Blood alſo I will engrave in your heart an eternal remorſe 
of your. Jufidelity to me, as much caſt off, and as much 
y ſalen as I am now, for the laſt time I will without trouble 


give that I fe for you, which you have uſed to ſacrifice to 


Deſpair. But pardon me O Statira, if in the ſervice I 
do you in general, I offend you in particular, and if in 
the number of your Enemies I comprehend my cruel and 
pitileſs Enemy, He ſhall fall if the Gods favour the 
| able to injure you 
in his Perſon, I ſhall be ſo without doubt to ſatifie you 
in mine, and you ſhall not have the diſpleaſure of ſecing 


- 
— 


Oroondates out live the offence he ſhall have committed 
againſt yon. | 5 „ 


This was Oroondates bis Letter, and that of the dg 
conſolate Zy/rmachks Was in theſe terms. 
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Prince Lyſimachus to the Princeſs 
Pariſatis. 

E from whom you conceal your ſelf fo carefully camp 
1 4 himſelf from you 1 oo 4 
may know him by his ordinary marks, he comes 
to do you a ſervice which you will not vouchſa'e to ye. 
creve from him, rather than to make Complaints of your 
d:ſaain, I onght to drown that ſorrow in the joy o” yow 
ſafety, and fince it pleaſes the Gods you are yet alive, 

ought without murmuring to ſuffer, that you ſhould ſtil 
be inſenſible, and that you ſhould ſt i{l be Parilatis. This u 


change ableneſs of yours cannot be truly compared to any thing 


but that of mine, and you are not more firm in keeping your 
ordinary inſenſibility towards me, than J am in keeping 
within the terms of an Inviolable fidelity towards you, 


With theſe Letters, and many verbal Inftrodions 


they difmiffed the faithful Araxis, who in the dusk of 
the Evening, mixing among ſome of the Inhabitants, 


who were retiring from the fields got ſafe into = 
t 


lon without being queſtioned by the Guards; and 
Princes ſent their Prayers wiſhes of Succeſs after 
im; When being in their Tent, Ant:;gonius entering, 
informed them that by the will of the Gods to ſtrength- 
en the juitneſs of their Quarrel, he had a plain proof 
of what had been, but ſuſpicious, and that now the 
Murtherers of Alexander were diſcovered, and he could 
produce two Macedonians who very innccently ſerved 
as Inſtruments in that horrid Treaſon, and by Cæſſan- 
dra's command brought unto the Court that Poiſon that 
ut an end to the greateſt Life that ever was. It was 
*the water of Nonacris, a Fountain in Macedonia, which 
is of ſuch exceflive coldneſs that it extinguiſhes all na- 
tural heat, and cannot be contained in any thing but a 
Horſes Hoof, Theſe Men having brought it to Caſſandra, 
he found means to procure them places about the King's 


Cup- board, and for a great reward would have prevail- 


ed with them to have put it into the Kings Wine, but 


they 
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they afrighted at the horrible Treaſon refuſed his offer, | 
ind ſtrove to divert him from that cruel. reſolution 
but he having vainly ſolicited them again, in concluſion 
made uſe of his Brother Folas as wicked as bimſelf, 
whom for that deſign he got to be made chief Cup-bear- 
er; and for fear theſe Macedonians ſhould declare his 
wickedneſs, he cauſed them to be ſeized by others of 
his dependants, who under ſome pretence carried 
them out of the Town with inſtructions to Murther 
them, and conveying them to an obſcure Grot, Stabbed 
them in many places of their bodies; but it ſo pleaſed 
the Gods, that before they could put an end to their 
Lives, ſome perſons directed thither by their piteous 
Cries, cæuſed the Villains to fly for their own ſafety, 
leaving the miſerable Men weltering in their Blood; 
and ſince they came to me defiring my Protection for 
them as a ſhelter againſt Caſſanders fury, telling me 
this more at large, which I have expreſſed in a few 
words, and tremble at the horrour of ſo great a wick- 
edneſs ; And upon this he ſent for the two Macedonians, 


who with Oaths and Proteſtations confirmed what An- 
tigonius had related, which created ſuch juſt reſentments 


in the Princes that they re ſolved to make known to the 
world, how much in honour they were obliged to re- 


verge the Murther of ſo great a Prince, and to this 
end Artabaſus and Eumenes drew up a writing which 


thy ſtilled, _ 22 © on 
The Princes joyned in League for the revenge of Alex- 
ander, and for the liberty of the Queen his Wife, and 
the Princeſs his Siſter.. 7 

In this Writing, they ſet forth at large the wicked- 
neſs of Caſſander, whom they required to be delivered 
up to Juſtice for ſo horrid a Crime; and of Ro ana for 
dooming the Queen and Princes to ſo cruel a death, with 
their firm reſolutions to proſecute them by War, till in 
ſo Juſt a quarrel they had made them feel the vengeance 
due to ſo great a Parricid. This Declaration was tent to 
Babylon, and many Copies of it {pread throughout the 
Army, and places where they deſired the juſtneſs of their 
quarrel ſhould be known, then ſettled their Affairs to 


proſecute the War with the extreameſt vigour ; when 


their Councel was diſturbed upon notice that about eight 
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hundred Men had Sallyed out of Babylon to make dome 
attempt upon the skirts of the Camp, againſt whom 


Prince Demetrius at his earneſt requeſt was ſent with, 
party, in order to drive them back to the Town, who in 


the heat of bis vouthiul Cou age charged them with much 
1 


Courage and Bravery, as deſirous to win Fam: and Re. 


nowen equal with ſome other Princes, who had ſuccesful. 


ly foilowed the fortune of Alex ander, and being inflam. 


ed with a deſire of Glory, he encouray:d his Men in the 
moſt moving terms his words w-re capable of u ttering, to 
behave themſclves valiaitly, and indeed they aniwe; ed 
his expectation, animated by his brave Actions, and ſoon 
cauſed the Enemy to retire, yet the Fight continued hot 


in the retreat, though the n-. oni an Queen can: haſſ ily 


from the Camp with new Supplics, to (hare the Glory of 
that day with young Demetrius, however Cafſanier con- 
ſtrained by ſhame when he ſaw himſelf near the Gates of 
Babylon, Tailied his flying Men and faced the purſues, 
Charging upon them, as did that Gallant Stranger, who 
was in his party, and who a few days before had dilmoun- 
ted ſo many valiant Men on the verge of the Camp, and 
was known to Demetrius by the dreadiul impreſs of the 
Vulters on his Shield, and Cafſnders valour was not 


very ſignal, but the valiant Stranger ated Wonde:s,and, 
had he been ſeconded vigorouſly no doubt but the ſcale 
bag turned to his fide : However Demetrius and the Ana- 


+ 26% Queen behaved themſelves ſo gallantly that their ex- 

awple kept the Soldiers in good order; and when the 
Queen of the Amazons had laid many at her feet, ſeeing 
: Cambyſesand Araſpes, two valiant young Princes, dons 
to Maxeus fall dead by the Sword of the Stranger, the 
was touched with a great combaſſion, and with an ardent 
deſire to revenge their Deaths. Ah, cruel Man (cry 
he to him) this Inhumanity ſhall not remain unpuriſh- 
ed, and ruſhing towards him, at the ſame time ſhe found 
bim moſt ready to receive her, their firſt blows ſhewed 
marks to all thoſe that were about them, both of their 
Force and of their Animoſity, and after many furious 
Aſſaults, grapling with an xtraordinary ſtrength, they 
pulled each other from their Saddles, and fell to the 
ue z but after ſome rowling, in which the Stranger 
bad the advantage of ftrength, they diſengaged and aroſe, 
do prevent being trampled under the Horſes feet, when 


engek 
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«aging furiouſly with their Swords, Caſſander think- , 
ing tO do the ↄtranger a favour, ruſhed againſt the Queen 
with his Hoſe, and with that unexpected violence threw 
her at het Enemies feet he would aiſo have trampled her 
ber under his Horſ.s' feet, but the Stranger generouſly 
with a ſtrong hand catching hold of the Bridle made 
hin run back, and at the fame time covering the Queen 
with his Shield Ah, C afſander (cryed he) wil thos 


% hay his Te 


1 ſhmour thy ſelf, and the beſt of thy "friends, to days 


In this interim, the Queen was got up fo furious, that 
if Coſſander had ſtaid for her, he had been puniſhed 
ſor bis incivility : But at that very inſtant he received 
order from the Town, and commanded to found a re- 
treat; and in this manner ney parted, when a perſon of 
Caſanders party ſ-parating from the reſt, came back, 
and charging Demetrius, cryed for my part I will have 
no Quarter ;, yet his blows were ſo feeble that they made 
no impreſiion upon Demerrius's Arms, which | cauſed. 
him not à little to wonder, Wherefore holding his Sword 
out without itriking, the Adverſary ruſhed fo violently 
on it, that he received a deep wound, being but ſlightly; 
armed, at which he ſunk from his Horſe to the ground, 

e when in the fall, O Death ! (cryed he) how ſweet art 

thou to me, and how much have I defired thee. This 

touched the young Prince with Compaſſion, and cauſing 

+ Hclmet to be taken off, in hopes of recovering the 


it to be a Woman, upon which leaping from his Horſe, 
he ran to the fair wounded Stranger in much perplexity; 
and Ah (cryed he coming towards her) who ever you 
* are, you are the moſt cruel in having made me ſtain 
my Sword in the Blood of that fair Sex, of which 1 am 
an adorer, in uttering theſe words he looked more near- 
ly on her face, and though it began to grow pail with loſs 
* of blood, he perceived ſuch beautiful and taking features 


ln it, that compaſſion continued not long alone in a heart 
ſo rcady to receive the impretlions of Love. He lamen- 


, ted what he had done with many Tears, which made the 
Lady turn her Eyes upon her Enemies Lovely Face, and 
fetching a fight, whoſoever thou art ſaid ſhe, Oh, com- 


* paſſionate Conqueror, do not envy me thy Glory of dy- 


ing by thy hand, my Crimes indeed are not worthy of ſo 
noble a Deſtiny, and Jam unworthy of the Tears you 
+ 3 * thed 


he had. wounded, to his great amazement he found 
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© ſhed upon my occaſion, I ſought for Death, an 
© found fen bor fince thou art foo full of pitty 5 7 
© it, though I ſhould ent reat thee ſuffer it to come of , 
© ſelf, without oppoſing the ſatisfaction I receive by it 
© approaches, and the repoſe I could not hope for during 
© my Life. 2 / 
Theſe words pronounced with a tone (which) though 
very mournful ) bad in them ſomething ſo ſweet and 
Charming as pierced the heart of afflicted Demetrius 
He was of a moſt excellent nature, and pity, which at 
firſt poſſeſſed every part of his Soul quickly, prepared it 
for that Maſter Paſſion, to which he had an exceeding 
ſtrong inclination; He was about to ſhew marks of the 
new affection it begun to produce in him, when the 
Amazon Queen in whom that ſight had cauſed compaſ. 
ſion to work very powerfully, adviſing him to break 
off his complaints and think of the wounded Ladys ſafe. 
, to which he conſenting, ſhe was carried tothe Cany, 
he all the way attending her, and not ſo much as being 
able to keep his eyes fi om off her face, he refrained in 
| deed to ſpeak to her, leaſt by anſwering her health might | 
'} be further impaired ; but his looks drew in great draughts Ml ? 
3 of that poyſon, which inſenſibly took poſſeſſion of s 
-4 | Soul, and io inſenſible was he of any thing elſe, that 
= when he came to the Camp, he hardly looked upon Prince 
4 | Antigonius his Father, and many of his friends that cane 
to Congratulate the Glory he had gained that day, and q 
though he had great cauſe to be ſatisfied with his good ſuc MI 
ceſs, yet he was not capable of taſting the ſweetneſs of it 
in that Extremity of ſorrow, and not ſo much as hearkning 

to thoſe that talked to him of it, he went directly to his 
Tent, where laving the fair wounded-Strarger in the beſt 
Apartment, he batted to call the Chirurgeons, and pro 
miſed them extraordinary recompence for that Cure, and 
to make them labour more carcfully in the performance, 
he proteſted that his life depended abſolutely upon it. 


The end of the Third Book, 


part III. of Caſſandra. 
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many were ſlain on both fides, they ſacrificed 
ning for the Victory, and by it promiſed themſelves 
that happy ſucceſs which crowned the end, whilſt joy 
heſ filled the douls of all but young Demetrius. That poor 
pro. Prince was then in no condition to taſte his Vidtory.z 
and and though his Tent was full of Princes and Comman- 
yo ders, who came to viſit him, he had forgotten all his 
; Civilities, and left all the care of entertaining the Com- 
pany to his Father, vh ilſt he ſtirred not from the feet 
of her he had wounded, and by whom himſelf was likewiſe 
wounded in the moſt ſenſible part; and when the Chirur- 
gions were dreiling her wound he kept his eyes fixed on 
their faces, to draw an omen thence of what he ought 
to fear, and what, he ougbt to hope, and when he per- 
; ceived they looked on each other with ſomething of: a 
11 dejected Countenance: O Gods (cried he) He 25 Fe 
1255 Voman 


luc- A Fter this defeat of the adverſe party, wherein 
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Woman, and your faces foretell her Funeral tobe at band 1 


But to allav his immoderate grief they put him off wirn 


the uncertainty of their Judgment till further tryal, and 
time had rendered a thing yet doubtfu more evident, but 


nothing could comfort him, no not the Ladys on pref. 


ſing entreaties and perſwaſions; But kneeling down b 

her, and taking her band which he bed. wed with Tears, 
Madan (Ai de) I proteſt to you by all the Gods, That 
F you die I will live no longer, and that you cannot take 4 
more cruel revenge upon your Murtherer than the reſolves 
you have ro die; by the little care that you take to contribute 
to 10u7 Cure. The ſhame of having killed a Mom an were 
enough alone to ſend me tomy Grave, but ſince to that ſo 
| lawful a gr ef, the Gods to puniſh my crime have added 
the Paſſion I bave for you; know that nom your Life is 
mine, and that hy all my Blood I cannot recompence that 


which] have drawn from your fair body. 


” He brought forth theſe: paſſionate words ſo movingly, 


and his Beauty added fo great an advantage to what he 
aid, that the Lady as great an Enemy as ſhe was unto 
her ſafety, and as much prepoſeſſcd as ſhe was with ano- 
ther Paſſion could not keep her ſelf from being nearly 
touched with them. Sir (ſaid ſhe) you make me receive 
a death with grief, for which I had prepared my ſelf with 
Joy, and I proteſt to you, ky thoſe Gods you have invoked, 


that your Sorrow does. met ſenſibly aggravate my former 


afflict ons, and that it they left the diſpoſing of it to me, I 
to cure jou of your” 64 would” ſtill endure this mi ſerable 
life, h chm remorſe and my mitfortunes make me to 
"abbor,” off ct jour - fel no longer "(or mie who am unworthy 
of theſe mats of your Goodne(s, and ſuffer me to die with- 
wore any more ſorrow than thoſe whith'have brought' me to 4 
Ta, <A — e DEN 
Demetrius would have replied, but the Chirurgions 
"forbid it, that ſhe might take her reſt, - and after having 
-Knprinted an ardent Kifs upon her Hand, and uſed fome 
tranſpor ted actions, he went out of the Chamber and left 
her to the chr ot the woman he had brought to attend 
her, greatly bewailling his misfortune, which he conclu- 
- ded Md blemiſh the remainder of his Life, refuſing to 
be comforted either by his Father, or the greateſt Princes 
that laboured in it; $ often enquired of her Health; and 
as often viſited her with tears in his eyes, and the Chirur- 
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gions finding ſhe would die of that wound, gave the more 
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way for the venting his Paſſion, that fo it might become 
eaſie and more ſupportable to him in time: When one 
morning coming ſoftely to her bed. ſide; and kneeling down 
againſt the opening of the Curtain; without being able 
to ſpeak a word, the wounded Lady, who ſaw him in 
that poſture, and could no longer be fgnorant of his Paſſi- 
on. Demetrius (ſaid the ) if my Life were as innocent as 
yours, our fortunes mould have ſome reſemblance; and yo: 
will love me after my death, there will be much conformity 
in our deft ines, | | 3 „„ 
I could love you after your death (replied he) if I 
could poſſibly ſurvive you, but I ſhould be unworthy 
of Life, if J ſhould be of fo mean a ſpirit as to preſerve it 
after the loſs of you, Theſe words ſtruck Antigonius 

into a very great fear; and the Chirargions being come in, 
and going to dreſs the wound, Demetrius trembled all the 
while they were doing it: And looking on it, O Sacrile- 
gious hand ( cryed he) why did not the Gods ſuffer the 
word of Caſſander to take thee from my body before this 
fatal encounter; and though the Chyrurgeons knew the 
wound to be Mortal, yet forewarned by Anti gonius they 
would not deliver their opinion before Demetrius (who. 
earneſtly. conjured them to it) but ſaid that the ſucceſs 
remained ſtill doubtful, upon which the Lady asked them 
leave to entertain Demetrius and the Company with the 
Hiſtory of her Life, which they readily granting, ſhe was 
ſatisfied that her Cure was deſpaired of by them, and 
that permiſſion had not been given her, but that reſt 
and ſilence were no longer available for her recovery, 
and Oroondates, Anutigonius and the reſt placed them 
{elves round about him, which done, addreſſing her Speech 
to Demetrius, ſhe ſpake in this manner. 
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An very well ſatisfied that my death approaches, but 
I find 1 have firevg:h enough to finiſh the Diicourſe [ 
intend to make to you, which obliges me Demer-:rs to 
give it you in a recital of my Life, and in this von will 
receive no ſmall mark of the eſteem I have for you, ſince 
it is ſo guilty that I oughtin reaſon to conceal it from all 
the world ; but I pais over that conſideration, becauſe 
you from thence may draw the knowledge of many things 
which will be advantagious to you. The firſt is that of the 
| Crimes of this unfortunate Woman hom you love, which 
| without doubt will cure you of this affection wherecf 
ſhe counts her ſelf moſt unworthy, The ſecond'is that f 
my heart's being prepoſſeſſed, which though the Gods 
ſhould prolong, my miſerable life would not leave me 
the power to anſwer to this fri-ndfl;ip which you expreſs 
to me; and the laſt, that of the diſaſters mikes this life 
hatetul to me, and makes me ice with how much reaſon | 
ought to deteſt it, and which no doubt will comfort you 
well enough for the lols of it, although I have in Arms 
received this favourable wound at your hands, 
lam the unfortunate daughter to the unhappy Prince 
Cradates, who ruled the Caſpian Land, whole name can- 
not be unknown to you, nor what he did in all the Bat- 
tles Darius fought again t Alexander, He was born Da- 
rius his Subject, and I may truly ſay he was held in ſome 
conſideration, both by him and all the Princes of his Court: 
and till after his death never yielded to Alexanders for- 
tune - When my Father with his Houſehold, and the re- 
mainder of thoſe Troops he commanded caſt himſelf at 
the Conquerors feet, and had a kind reception: I will 
tell you then, that in the remoteſt part of our Provinces, 
the reputation of Alexander had begun (though it may 
: wb ſeem 
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ſeem ſtrange to vou) to cauſe ſone diſquiet in my mind, 
and that being born with high ſpirit enough, and bred up 
with a fame of ſome Beauty, and of ſome qualities which 
made me accounted to have ſom-thing lovely in me, I had 
alſo lofty thoughts, eyen with excels, and too much 
blindneſs : The flatteries of thoſe that call:d chemſelves my 
Adorers, had ſo puffed me up, that I cat _ diſdains 
upon them to fix my: whole eſteem upon Alexander, whoſe 
erſon was yet unknown to me, but whoſe Reputation 
had ſpread the whole Earth, I often: heard his Exploits 
recounted with Admiration,an1 when they talked to me of 
the greatneſs of his Courage and generous Ardour, which 
made him often ruſh into the thickeſt of his Enemies, of his 
moderation in Victory, an:! of the gallant faſhion of his 


| Youth, and gracefulneſs that accompanied all his Actions, 


] felt my heart inſenſibly won, and became an Enemy to 
my Country, leaſt with it I ſhould pray for the ruin of 
that lovely Enemy, who began to eꝝtenꝗ his Victory as far 
over my Heart as over our Territories. 
.. This efteem ſettled it ſelf in my Soul with ſome dif- 
quiet, and began to work deſires in me, which as Inno- 
cent as they were, robbed me of my former repoſe, and 
when with our Family I caſt my ſelf at his Feet, upon that 
firſt fight believed him more handſome, and more lovely 


than his Idea had repreſented him to my fancy, me- thougism 


Fame had injurcd him, and what ſhe. publiſhed of him 
was infinitely below the truth. O Gods, with what 
a Majeſty did he receive our Submiſſions Hand with what a 
Face did be raiſe us up, when we proſtrated our 
elves before him. I know not whether my heart prepoſſeſ- 
fed with a former opinion of him received that impreſſion 
through the powerful inclination [-had:to it, or whether 


it were an effect of the Merit of that Illuſtrious Perſon, 


or the Decree of my Deſtinee; but whatſoever it were, 
that moment was the laſt of my Liberty, and from an 
adorer of Alexanders Great Actions really became 

his Captive : When we departed f. om him, his Image was 
ſtill in my remembrance, and when with reaſoning I 
would have made ſome attempt to drive it thence it fel 

with more abſolute Empire, and with more V tolence ang 
Tyranny... Fooliſh Hermione would J ſay, what a. blind- 


hels is thisof thine, to precipitate thy ſelf withſo little 
| Reaſon and Diſcretion into an unruly Paſſion ; aud what, 
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2 weakneſs is it to vield thy ſelf with ſo little reſiſtance 
to an Enemy, from whom with Juftice thou canſt expect 
no favour in this Cauſe ; thou loveſt without any hope of 


eaſing thy Paſſion, nay and even without any -hopc of dif. 
covering it; thou that art but the mean Daughter of 


20 


_ Cradates loveſt Alexander, who is the Matter of potent 


Kings, Conqueror of Men, and Terror «ft the World; 
to whom the greateſt Princeſſeſs of the World are Slaves, 


and who nevertheleſs will net dain to turn the lcaſt of 


his thoughts upon them. I ſaid many other things. but 
they had little effect on my blinded Paſhon, and rhough 
I laboured all I could to fortifie my ſelf againſt its fur- 
ther encroachments, all was but in vain,. for m a little 
time it with: much impetuouſneſs gained the abſolute 
maſtery over me, and enſlaved me to its Tyranny, Alex. 
ander had reſtored the Prince my Father to his Govern- 
ment, with the ſame ample power under him that he had 
under Darius, and ſettled him in the City of Marac an- 
aa, when ſome months after Alexander being in the pur- 
ſait of remoter Conqueſts, Spitamenes came to the City, 


and having made himſelf known at the Gates, was recei- 


ved by my Father ( his ancient Friend) with all the Te- 


ſtimonies of a real affection, and was permitted to enter 


with all the Forces He lead, as ſuppoſing Alexander bad 
ſent them on ſome new Expedition, and that they would 
ſtay there only a little time for refreſiment, when caſting 
his eyes upon me, by the power my Father had over 


me, contrary to my inclinations he obtained his Suit, to 


have me given in Marriage, all my Tears and Entreaties 
not being able to hinder that fatal Wedding, the ſolem- 
nity of which was ſcarcely over, when Shitamenes know. 
ing bimſ-1f ſtronger than the Garrifon, deferred no longer 
to ſhew his Rebellious Intentions which had. brought 
bim tbither, and being one day with my Father in his 
Chamber. FD | | 
Crazates ( (aid he) I have hitherto diſſembled my in- 
tention, but now I muſt lay open my heart before you, 
and by my example oblige you to do what you ought, 
lince our ancient friendſhip and the Alliance we have con- 
tracted per ſuades me to move you to it by ſuch ways as I 
Mould not have made uſe of towards another; know that 


1am Ale æanders Enemy, and theForces that follow me have 


taken up Arms againſt him, and tha: if you have any 2. 
| | or 
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for your Country, and conſideration of your Son-in-Law, . 
you ought to take up Arms for the one, and follow the 
tertune of the other, My Father was exceedingly troub- 
led at theſe words, having never been ſtained with fal- 
ſhood to his truſt, and allo given his Oath of Fidelity ta 
Alexander, Ah Traytor cryed he to Spitamenes, the 
Gods will puniſh thy perfidiouſneſs, and to my power 
Iwill oppoie your Rebellions intentions, but if I muſt fall 
in the attempt, I will die like a Man of Honour, that 
was faithful to his Maſter im his lateſt hour. 
Ucon theſe words, he laid his hand upon the Hilt of his 
Sword, but cruel Spiramenes having already drawn his 
run him through the body, and made him fall at his 
feet, weltering in a ſtream of his own Blood, my two Bro- 
thers ſeeing this cruel action were eager to revenpg2 it, 

but thoſe that accompanied Spitamenes killed them imme- 
diately upon the place, and at the fignal given they fell 

upon the Garriſon, murthering a great many innocent 

| perſons, and others they drove out of 'the City, ſhutting 

| the Gates, and guarding them ſtrictiyy. 1 

[ make you judge my Lords of the cor dition J was in 
ata time I ſaw my dear Father breathing out his Life in my 

arms, and my two poor Brothers fall murthered with di- 
vers wounds, the Blood of them all ſparting forth upon 
me (and crimſoned are my Garments, hands and Face ) 
! was not long a beholder of that dreadful ſpectacle, for 
laving ſcarcely had ſtrength to give a ſhreek, I fell down 
on thoſe beloved bodies without ſenſe; I know no more 
than what was done in the Chamber where thoſe Cruel- 
ties were commited, but when I came ont of my ſound, I 
found my ſelf upon a Bed, compaſſed about with a great 
many Women, as ſoon as 1 opened my eyes, 1 remem- 
bred the woful Objects I had ſeen, an reflecting onthat 
ctuelty, I neither ſpared my Hair nor my face, and by 
wy diſtracted actions I gave ſufficient teſtimony I had- 
but little love of life remaining, 1 had ſeen thoſe perſons 
frthered before my eyes which were neareſt, and who 

ought to be the deareſt to me in the whole world, and! 

lad ſeen them murthered by the cruel hands of him who 
in ſpite of all bis Treacheries was ſtill my Husband, and 

[ing my ſelf in the 106 of thoſe dear friends miſerably 

expoled; and abandoned to the mercy. of that Monſter 

from whom I expztedus bad adeltiny, as often as I named. 
| 3 them 
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them I could do no leſs than with Horror and Indignation 
deteſt their murtherer I made not more complaints for 
their loſs than I powred out Imprecations againſt him; 
kiſſ d che dear Blood that was yet upon my Robes, and 
paſſed all that day and the night following in a cruel di- 
ſtraction of mind; and were it not for the hinderance of 
the Women in thoſe violent Tranſports, I had infallibly 
attempted my own deſtruction. l had continued about 
thirty hours without taking any Nouriſhment at all, when 
I was conſtrained to it, by the Tears and earneſt entre: 
ties of Theanomy kind Nurſe, ſhe hung about my Knees 
and fighed ſo deeply, that it touched me even with Pity 
whoſe condition was woful enough to have moved com- 
paſſion in all the World, 

I I paſſed the ſecond day in the manner I had done the 
firſt,and the day following Impudent Sp:itareres preſented 
\ Himſelf before me. O Gods! with what a violence did 
that cruel ſight waken my reſentments, I felt my ſtrength 
redoubled and leaping from my Bed I ran to ſtrangle that 
Parricid with my own hands, and without doubt in that 
fury which tranſported me, I ſhovld have periſhed by his 
Sword. or made bum run ſome hazard, but that ] was ſtopt 
by the Women who carried me forcibly back to my Bed; 
wicked Spitamenes Was not at all moved by this action, but 
fitting cown at a diſtance from me, he gave ear a long time 
without reply to the reproaches and 1 | made 
againft him, and when] had faid all that rage and jult 
reſentment could put into my Mouth: Perfect thy Crime 
continued I, thou murtherer, {tained with IJ uſtrious 
Blood, and with that Blood. for which thou oughteſt to 
have ſhed all that is within thy Veins ;, ſend the diſconſo- 
late Hermione after thoſe thou haſt ſlain, pierce this Heart 
as an enemy to that parricid hand, which but a few days 
fince thou joyneſt to mine as a Pledge of thy Treacherous 
Love, and which thou gaveſt to poor Cradates asan al- 
ſurance of thy fidelity, ſince it is with this noble 1 ecom- 
pence thou haſt "repaid the favours he did thee, and with 
theſe gallant characters thou haſt engraven in the me- 
mory of mankind, the Alliance which thou madeſt with 


him, ſpare not this remnant of his Blood that is left, and 


nouriſh not for thy ruin a Serpent that will Sting thee to 


Death, know that thy life ſhall never be ſecure, ſo long 


3s Her mione is in the world, and that ſhe preſerves bers 
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for no other end butto deſtroy thine, by the moſt crue! 


ways ſhe can invent, . „ | 

at this diſcourſe (which touched him ſenſibly ) that 
dil. yal Murtherer feigned to be ſorry for what his raſh 
hand had done, and to be moved with Repentance and 
Compaſſion; and having looked a long time on me without 
reply, at lait Henſone (ſaid he) 1 am afflicted with thee 
for thy los, yet for the preſervation of my Fortune and 
of my Life, it was neceſſary for me to ſeize upon Mara- 
canda, and though I was already ſenſible your Father had 
betra ed me, and promiſed to deliver me up to Alexan- 
de, I pꝛoteſt to tuee that for thy ſake I would have par- 
doned bim, and not have drawn my Sword againit him, 
ifhe had not laid hand upon his firſt, with an intentions to 


have killed me, ſince he found it was out of his power to 


give me up alive to my mercileſs enemies. ] contributed 
not to the death of your Brothers, but they ran headlong 
on the points of their Swords who accompanied me; 
however Hermione, if Cradates was your Father Spita- 
menes is your Husband, and you are more nearly tied to 
me than ever you were tied to him, our Intereſt, and 
our Fortunes are henceforth inſeparable, and you ought 


to become an enemy to all thoſe that were ſo to your Huſ- 


band. N 

He ſaid much more to juſtifie himſelf in ſome ſort, ſtri- 
ving to blemith the Memory of Cradates by horrible Ca- 
lumnies, but his Innocence was too well known to me, and 
could no longer hear the ſcandalous ſlander of that diſloy- 
al wretch, without interrupting him. Ah Traytor (cry- 
ed ) Traytor to Dariui, Traytor to Bellus, Traytor to 
Alexander; and moſt of all Traytor to the unfortunate 
Cradates; ad to his deplorable Family, ſpare ar leaſt the 
Honour of them whoſe lives thou haſt moſt inhumanely 
deſtroyed, and content thy ſelf with murthering their | 


Bodies, without ney their Reputations in the 


Grave, our Blood never ſuffered any reproach of perfidi- 
ouſneſs, and all that it can ever apprehend is the having 
received fa:thleſs Spitamenes into a Race that till then was 
without any blemiſh. But let the Thunder of the Gods 
bury me with the reſt of our poor family, rather than 
thou ſhouldeſt ever find Hermione acknowledge thee for 
ber Husband, Thou thy ſelf ſhalt acknowledge her a 
revengiag Fury chained to thy life by an anihaken relo- 
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lution, which will either give thee thy death in the mid{ 
of a thouſand Guards, or receive her own from thoſe a. 
bominable hands, yet ſtained with the Blood thou wert 
ſo unworthly allied. Fs” | To 
I faid much more with ſuch venemency, that he grow 
weary of hearing me, went out of my Chamber, without 
replying any more than telling me his great love to me, 
made him pardon my being tranſported, and hoped time 
would reſtore mv Reaſon, and bring me Comfort, but 
nothing could ſhake or alter my reſolutions eternally to 
hate him, and often falling on my Knees with a flood of 
Tears flowing from my eyes, I with uplifted hands vox. 
ed his Life a Sacrifice, for the appeaſing the Ghoaſts of 
my murthered kindred, and giving my ſelf up to ſuch 
ſadneſs, that not a beam of comfort darted into my gloo- 
my Scul. till J heard that Alexander was coming in per- 
ſon, with 2 Great Power to chaſtize the Revolt of Rebel 
lious Spitamenes : | firmly believed that Great and mighty 
Conqueror came as ſent by the Gods to revenge me, and 
ſet me at Liberty out of thoſe deteſtable hands, into which 
Iwas fallen, and that I ſhould be in thoſe hands that were 
moſt dear to me | l 

The thoughts of this reſtored ſome chearfulneſs to my 


face, which was taken notice of by Sp/ramenes in one of 


the viſits he made me, though he had no ſuſpicion of my 
inclinations to Alexander, yet he believed J inwardly re- 
joyced at the danger which threatned him. and not being 
able to diſſemble it, you rejoyce ( faia he) Hermione, 
but be not too haſiy in your contentments, your fortune 
is yet very unſecure. It cannot fail to be very good 
(replyed 1) provided yours be but bad, and if Spitame- 
nes periſh Hermione cannot be unhappy : Theſe words 


with ſome others ſo exaſperated him againſt me, that had 


he not had ſome Paſſion for me, it is probable - that be- 
ing of a crael nature he had at that times taken my life, 


but II ſo little valued it in that condition I was in, that 


fear was become a ſtranger to me. 1 truſted Theans 
with my ſecret thoughts, and - ſhe was thoroughly ac 


quainted with the Paſſion J had for Alexander, and by 


her means I knew he approached Maracanda by long 
Marches, which made me firmly reſolve to write to that 
lovely Man, and lay before his eyes what our Family had 
ſuffered for their fidelity to him, and the deplorable 
3 J it, 3 ron 
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condition I was in that required his particular care of 
my ſafety: 1 conſulted Theano about this important af- 
fair, ſhe finding me reſolutely bent on it, encouraged 
me to perſevere in my intentions, and offered me the ſer- 
vice of her only Son, who at the hazard of life ſhe would 


engage to do me this ſervice, ſhe ſoon brought him into 


my Cloſet, and I received him with expreſſions worthy 
of his fidelity, and having told him the Nature and Im- 
portance of the ſervice he was to do me, I begged of him 
with Tears in my eyes to be careful of what I intruſted 
him withal, and fo ſet down to write the Letter I intend- 
ed to ſend by him, yet bad a world of trouble to find 
out. fitting expreſſions, ſometimes I repented my deſign, 
and then reſolved upon it again, Love had no ſooner in- 
ſpired me with words, but preſently ſhame ſtrangled 
them again, and my courage had no ſooner made me write 
words, but my fear made me blot them out again; how- 


ever inthe end I finiſhed a Letter in theſe words. 


| The Unfortunate Hermione to Alexan- 


adier the Great. 


II is not the Wife of falſe Spitamenes, but the daughter 

of faithful Cradates, that preſumes to write to you, If 
you abhor the name of her Husband, you will have ſome 
conſideration of her Father's Memory, and if her Hus- 
band has betrayed you her Father died for your Majeſtie: 
Service; tis therefore by the Blood of a dear Father 
:mplore your Juſtice againſt my Husband. And ſince it 2 


the deſtiny of Cradates Family to die for Alexander, e 
pleaſed that the remainder of it my die free from any o- 


ther Yoak, ſave that which you have impoſed; It is your 
Captive Sir that begs her Liberty, not that you have taken 
from her, but that which e Spitamenes refufed her, ſhe 


counts no other Priſon but yours ſupportable, and if ſhe 


muſt live inchained, let it be only in thoſe brave Chains, 
and thoſe gallant Bonds wherewith her Heart is tied. hd 
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chreatened me, he held the yet bleeding head cloſe to 
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Body can no longer endure to be ſeparated from hey Soul , 


| That is the moſt cruel of all 7 orments, and I ſuffer le 2 
the preſence of a Monſter i mbrued in my blood, than? 


de for the abſence of Alexander. Ala, Sr, hom bold, and 


how ſtrange is this con eſſion, but your goodneſs and penerg. 


fey withaut doubt will pardon it in a mind —_ perplexed 
with its M. cfortunes and its Paſſions, and the ſame good. 


meſs will arm your hand with theſe Thunders which it u, 
to dart at guilty heads, and will make you demand that 


from a barbarons Man which he detains rom you, and 


of the Conqueror of the Warld, and of my particular Cou- 
ar can never be employed with more Fuſtice, and that 
x2fellible ſacceſs which waits upon them cannot ſuun (; 


Lum it a deſig, tor be reſuſed by the Gods to the prayer; 


Hermione, 


When I had made an end of writing, I found my Let- 
ter fo far from the Modeſty J had propoſed, that I bluſh- 
ed in the reading of it, and had certainly torn it, had 


not Theano and her Son by their earneſt perſuaſions to 


ſend it overcome all my ſcruples, ſo when J had given 
it the young man, who burned with a deſire to ſerve my 
fuller initructions, with ſome Gold, I put the fatal Let- 
ter into his hand. He went away after he had promiſed 
me that he would either procure my ſatisfaction or die 


for my ſervice, and I remained in great confuſion, both 


for the boldneſs l had taken, and for the uncertainty of 
the event; I trembled in fo doubt ful an expectation, 


whilſt good Theano laid aſide her own fears to give me 


Conſolation. Part of the day paſſed thus, when I was 


ſurprized with a moſt horrible ſpectacle I ſaw (O Gods, 


] tremble at the cruel remembrance) mercileſs Spiramenes 
enter my Chamber with his Eyes iparkling like Fire, his 
Cloaths were all Bloody, in one of his hands he held my 
Letter, and in the other the head of my unfortunate Met- 
ſenger, I was {track cold and unmoveable ar ſo gaitly 
a fight, and at firit was neither ſenſible of grief tor the 
miſchief 1 had cauſed, nor of fear for the danger that 


my 


which can be no- bodies but yours. Thoſe vitlorions Arms 
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my eyes,to make me know it; and then threw it at Theano's 
Feet, and ſhewing me my Letter: See here Her-rione 


{ faid he) the recompence thou giveſt to thoſe that ſerve - 


thee, and behold the gallant marks of thy Fidelity to 
thy Husband. Thus it is I uſe thoſe that undertake ſuch 
Employments for the Wife of Spitamenes, and it is b 
proofs of this nature that I can know Chatt and Mode 
Women like Hermione. 


F 


] was ſo troubled at the fight of ſuch a frightful objc&, 


and at the crys of Theano, who kiſſed the bloody head, 


and filed my Chamber with piteous Lamentations, that 
] had neither ſtrength nor confidence preſently to reply, 
but when he had gone on with crucl reproaches a long time, 
and laboured to let me fee that Alexander's virtue ud 
make bim diſdain and contemn me for ente: p izing ſo 
baſe a Treachery againſt my Husband, and ſo mean y of- 
fering him the 1 of my Honour, My cou- 
rage revived, and with much vehemency I reply cd in this 


manner. 


Think not ſaid I, to confound me by thy rep oaches, 
nor to terrifie me by thy threats; theſe Crimes thou 
accuſeſt me of are not new unto ihy knowledge, this is 


not the firſt day you knew Cradate Daughter was the 


mortal enemy of his mu therer. The Gods forbid I 
ſhould ever own thee by the name of Husband, the end 
of my friends has waſhed out all the marks of the? i- 
ance, and if I were guilty of that affection wher-*1:h 
thou reproacheſt me, it ſhould be to the Guds ard not 9 
thee that I would juſtifie my ſelf for it. I owe no Fidclicy 
to him who by his horrible Parricid has evtinguiſhed all 
thoſe obligations; and I ceaſed to be thy Wife from the 
time thou diveſtedit thy. ſelf both of the nature and qua'iry 


of my Husband; and thou needeſt not think it ſtrange that 


I ſtrive all manner of ways to get out of thy cruel hands, 
and I implore help of him to deliver me, who of all Men 
living is beſt able to give it me: I ſaid a great many 


other things, and when he had threatened me in a terri- 


ble manner. 
However (ſaid he) I will let thee live after thy crime, 
to the end thou mayeſt have no advantage over me, tho 


perchance thou couldeſt ſcarce find one in the world from 


whom thou couldeſt hope for ſo much mercy, and it is that 


hence forth our reproaches may be equal, ſince our faults are 


equal 
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equal. When thou telleſt me of Cradates ] will mind 
thee of Alexander; but know thou hopeſt but in-vain 
for bis help, or his affection; J am content to let thee 
ive, fo that thou liveft for none but me, but if I fink 
under Alexanders fortune, thou ſhalt be ſure to accom: 
pany me to my Grave; nor will I leave thee in the world 
in a condition to laugh with thy Lover, for the defeat 
of thy Husband, pray therefore to Heaven for my Prof. . 
perity, if thou wilt pray for thy own ſafety. I give 
thee this wicked Womans life (pointing to Theano) and 
_ though ſhe has deſerved death for the bad Councils ſhe 
has given you, yet I am ſatisfied in the puniſhment ] 
have wm her by the death of her Son: Having ſaid 
thus, he left me without any fear of his threats, but in a 
wortal grief, by the apprehenſion he gave me of never 
keing Alexander, and for the cruel loſs poor Theano had 
foftained in the death of her Son. All the Conſolation I 
could give that forrowful Woman availed nothing, till 
ſhe made me promiſe I would joyn my intereſt with hers l 
in revenging the blood on Spitamenes, which he had ſo 0 
cruelly thed. . VVA 
It was not long after Menede mus advanced with the 
forerunners of Alexanders Army, and Spirameres who il + 
had lay d a deſign to draw that valiant Man into an Am- WM . 
buſh, cauſed me to be put into a Chariot, and to march fl 
with him, under a ſtrong Guard, for fear that in his 0 
abſence I might be ſet at Liberty by the Citizens, who * 
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_ mortally hated him for bis Treachery and Cruelties. He W 
had in this his defired ſucceſs, for encompaſſing the Ma. * 
cedonians in a ſtraight paſſage, though they fought val- tl 
iantly, yet were they all ſlain with their Commander, x. 

aud wie returned after the bloody day to the City, where 0 

I ͤ put up Inceſſant Prayers for the haſtening of Alex ta 
ander, who upon news of this defeat had vowed ſeyere p. 

revenge, and ere Spitamenes had well recruited his Ar- d 
my in Bactria and other Provinces that were at his Devo- w 
tion, to my great joy | heard he was about to march and 0 
give Battle to that great Conqueror, and having all things 
prepared in a readineſs, he came into my Chamber com- by 
pleatly Armed (and rowling his eyes which threatned iy 
no leſs than Blood and Slaughter) looking fiercely on or 
me, Hermione (aid he) Tam going to make you ſport, ve 


and perhaps- you will know to day whether l _ 
ur: | | fen 
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part III. ef Caſlandra. | A 
end my (Af both againſt my Forreign' and Domeſtick. 


Enemies; arm thy Prayers in favour of him-thon N 
beſt, and if thou wilt behold from the Battlements the 


Sacrifice I prepare for thee, it ſhall be permirted the. 
Udon theſe words, he went out of my Chamber in 


much confuſion, and drew bis Forces without the Walls. 
To be brief, the Battle was fought, and Spiramenes with 
the greateſt part of his Army made a diſorderly retreat 
into the City, and whilſt 


words, which together with the ' loſs he had ſuſtained 


tranſpor ted him to a Fury, that no longer able to con- 
tain his Choller, he ran to me with his drawn Sword. 
and preparing himſelf to take away my Life, now is it 


cryed he furiouſſy, O difloyal Woman, thou {halt receive 
the reward of thy infidelity, and that thou ſhalt give 
that impure Soul to Alexander, which thou haſt already 
abandoned to him, I confeſs I was more ſurprized at this 


accident than I can tell which way to repreſent, and though. 


till then J had been but a little afraid of Death, bis pre- 
ſence made it fo gaſtly to me, that it rendred me void of 


courage to reply; whilſt I was in this amaze, he entang- 
ed his left hand in my Hair, and drawing his Sword with : - 
his right, was going to ſeparate my head from my ſhoulders, 


when he felt his arm ſeized on behind, he turned about 
furiouſly towards him that hindred the effecting of his re- 
ſolution, and ſaw Timocrates ſtanding by him, in whom 


of all his Captains he had the greateſt confidence, What 
will you do, Sir, ſaid Timocrates? Let me alone reply- 


ed Spitamenes more furiouſly than before, Let me kill 


this faithleſs Woman, before ſhe rejoyces in my utter 


ruin and in the ſhame ſh2 prepares me; and if many others 
of his Friends had not entred at that time he had cer- 


tainly beteaved me of mu life, and though they all op- 


poſed his intentions, they had altogether much ado to 
diſſwade him from it, he ſtill dragged me by the Hair, 


who was nearer Death than Life, abating nothing of his 


obſtinacy, for ail their entreaties. 


- Hermione in this part of her relation was interrupted 
by the Paſſionate Demetrius, who cryed out, O Gods, 


where were all 76 ſleeping Thunders at that time { 
or if you wanted Thunders, where was Demetrius, the 


young Lover ſaid only theſe few words with an enflamed 
Fs | „ 


| and Theano were rejoycing 
at Ale Landers Succeſs, Coming up ſoftely he heard our. 
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eye, and Hermione went on with her relation. Lom 
it was (continued ſhe ) ee with great importunities 
and earneſt prayers, the friends of Sp;ramenes could pre. 
yail with him to ſpare my Life at this time, yet 
he continued his reſolves to take it away more at 
leiſure, and in a manner that might look ſomthing. 
hand ner; and concluded for the great love I bore 
Alexander, I ſhould have the ſatisfaction to die on 
the points of the M:cedoniar Swords, for he decreed, 
that the next Sally he made I ſhoald be placed at the 
front of the Battle, and expoſed to the fury of the Ene- 
my, and that if I ſhould ſhrink back or .endeavour 
to eſeape he had appointed thoſe that guarded me to kill 
me themſelves, and this was to be put in practice the ve- 
ry next day, which he told me off with many threat- 
nings, and fo he left me in the hands of. the Eunuch 
Stra;o, Captain of his Guards, upon pain of death to 
watch by me all night, with a hundred of his Sgldiers, 
all my women except Thea were taken from me, and 
ſcarce had time allowed them, to weep me a ſorrowful 
farewell for-ever ; But when Strato perceived me. over 
whelmed with dreadful thoughts of the intended man-. 
ner of my death, his heart was touched with the piti- 
ous Lamentations and Complainings I made, and bear- 
ing ſome good will towards me, for favours received from 
Cradates, having placed the Guards at a diſtance with- 
out my Chamber door, he came into it (and there being 
no body with me but Theano, who was not ſalpected 
When looking wiſhfully on me, Madam ( ſaid he) you 
may have your Life, but yon muſt fortifie your ſelf with 
Courage to undertake a daring' enterprize, Ah, Srrato 
(laid [ looking on hin with a dejected Countenarce ) 
there is nothing ſo difficult that I would not attempt to 
prevent Cruel Spitamenes, from having the ſatisfaction of 
deſtroying the whole Family of Cradates, you muſt then 
faid he kill Spitamenes, and thereby open to your ſelf 2 
way for ſafety, and by this only means you may both ſave 
your Life, and take that revenge you ſo much deſire. 
J was ſurprized at this . and though in the 
dangerous condition I was in, it ought to have been re: 
ceived with joy, I trembled when I heard him ſpeak of 
taking away my Husbands Life, for how much ' hatred ſo- 
ever | bore him, I did not naturally love blood; but 110 


hongured my Sex with a cruelty of that nature, I in. 


Part ITE. of Caſſandra. CI 
| laſt the Tears and Entreaties of Theafv, who eaperty. 


thirſted to revenge the death of her Son, and the 

reaſons urged by Strato to ſtahliſh my own ſafety 2 
thened by the prejudice J had againſt Sp.ramenes : = — | 
ed with me to give Way to the death of a Man who 


had been the murtherer of my deareſt relations, and had 
now brought me within a few ſteps of my own Gra 


but Strato plainly refuſed to ſtir any further in it, unl 

would be preſent at the Execution, this made me trem- 
ble more than before, yet Theane, who was reſolved on 
it, at laſt prevailed with me to remove this ſcruple allo; 
and Strato having gained ſome of his Soldiers to joy n in 


it, and diſpoſed of things in the beſt order, for he had 


ſent away all thoſe Guards, but ſuch whoſe fidelity he 
could firmly rely on, about midnight, when we conclad- 
ed N was ſleeping after the toil of the day, I 
was lead out of my Chamber by Torch-light towards 
his Lodging, pale and trembling : O «.:0ds,, how troud- 


ed were my thoughts at this time, and with how great 


agitation of mind was 1 diſtracted between defire of 


Revenge, and that of my ſafety, 1 had ſtrong inclinati- 


ons toCompaſſion, and I could not forbear to conſider with 


Pitv, the misfortue of a Man betrayed by his own people, 


and even upon the point paying ſo cruelly for the injury 
he had TIE me, and coming to the door Strato knocked 
ſoftly , whereupon it was opened by a Groom, whom 
he inltantly ſtab'd with his Dagger, and made him fall 
dead at his feet, and entering found Sp:tramenes fait a 
lleep. { was ſo beſides my felt at this fight, that I was 
hardly able to ſtand, calling in vain upon my Anger to 
ſtrengten me, the firſt thing Strato did was the ſecuring 


his Sword , but by the noiſe he made Spiramenes awak- 


encd; yet was io extreamly ſurprized, that he had not 
the Courage left cither to defend himſelf or cry ont, 
neither did they gave Zim time, but covering bis Head, 
took away his life by 4 great number of Wounds. | 


» 


Thou diedſt, O Spitamenys, and thou diedſt a deals 


thou ha deſt well deſerved; but I confeſs my ſelf exceed- 
ing Cruel in having given my conſent to that Action, 
and as wicked as thou wert, | ought rather to have fub- 
mitted my ſelf to the puniſhment thou intendeſt ne, and 
to have forgot the loſs of all my friends, than have i 


deed | 


[ 
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deed turned away my eyes, but Theano ſtirred not from 
the dead bodv, till by the help of the Soldiers the head 
was taken off, which ſhe put in a bag, and would needs 
carry it away with her, for a deſian ſhe ſaid, that would 
turn to my advantage; we retired the ſame way we came, 
ſhutting the doors cloſe after us, and when day appeared 
Theano and I were put into a Chariot, and by the power 


Strato had with thoſe that guarded the Gates, and urg. 


ing it was Spitamenes's Command, we found a free pal. 

e out of the City, ana haſted towards Alexander, 
wa encamped a few Furlongs from the Walls, and at 
Conqueror. Fc: Re Ee Ds 
Ah, my Lords, how great were the diſturbances ofmy 
mind at that time, and with what inward trouble did 


my requeſt we were conducted to the Tent of that lovely 


prepare my ſelf for that ſo much deſired and (at the 


ſame inſtant ) ſo much dreaded fight ; fear and joy divid- 
ed my thoughts equally between them, and when J fan: 


cied tomy ſelf 1 was going to ſee the only object of my 


Aﬀections, 1 alſo called to mind I was going to appear 
before my Malter; and a Maſter who abhorred baſe 


Actions, and upon notice I was Spitamenes's Wife Le. 


natus came forth, and conducted me into the Royal 


Tent; 1 had no ſooner cait my eyes upon Alexander but 


my Paſſion was violently awakened, and my Love cau- 
{ing a boldneſs in me, drove away part of my fears and 
weaknels. In this part of her Diſcourſe Hermione made 


a pauſe, to know if any of the Princes now before her 
were preſent at the particular Audience Alexander gave 


her, but Ptelomeus anſwering they were commanded to 
retire, and that ſome who now heard her were not at 


. 


that Reception, She went on. 1 
I Will tell you then (continued ſhe ) I drew a good 
Omen from the kind Reception I had of that Great King, 


and ſeeing he gave me all the Liberty J could defire, ! 


caſt my {elf at his Feet, but he raifed me up very civilly, 


and with kind words deſired me to tell the cauſe of my 


coming to him, I perfectly ſaw he had utterly forgot my 
Face, and did not remember I was Cradares his Daughter, 
but his gentle reception giving me Courage, Sir, ( faid 


I) behold your Slave, who comes to lay her Life and 
Fortunes at your Feet: This is not the firſt day I am 
ſubject to your. Empire, and 1 count it my glory, I was 


Fours 
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erer fince I was capable of underſtanding, Spitamenè es 
Tyranny bas not been able to diſengage my affections 
from the ſublime height; to which 1 had raiſed them, and 
though I was his by the violence of my Friends, I was 
aways Great Alexanders, both by the Juſt knowledge 
[had of him, and by the moſt powerful inclination: And 
to ſay truth, that noble prepoſſeſſion of my heart, made 
the Vices of Spitanienes inſupportable to me, and that 
diference of our manners cauſed an incompatibility be-. 
tween us, Which left us no other thoughts ſave that of 
deſtroying one another Spirdme#es is at laſt ſacrificed 
to your juſt Indignation, and your Captive was unwil- 
ling to come before you without a conſiderable preſent; 
with that of her Prayers and Homage ſhe brings you Vi- 
cory, and preſents all Bactria to you, and with it the 
Head of Faithleſs Spiramenes. i 
At the ending of theſe words Theano drew it out of 
the Bagg. and preſented it to the King all bloody, and 
gaſtly; he had no ſooner fixed his Eyes on the Cruel 
reſent, when on a ſudden he turned from them and re- 
tiring to the other end of the Room, teſtified. by his 


fe tri N * hs 

„. actions, he could not endure the {ight of me without 
al forrour : what ( faid he) are you Spiramenes's Wife, 
at and do you bring me Spiramenes tits Head.? He ſpoke 


theſe words twice or thrice without looking on me 
\{ I vhich ſtruck me into a ſtrange confuſion, and whilſt 
| was preparing to tell the cauſe I had to hate Spitame- 


] Ame 
: es, by which perhaps I might have juſtified my ſelſ to 
er ‚ nich pe 5 | | 

„e bim, turning furiouſly towards me. Go ( ſaid he) get 
ro © fie gone thou wicked and deteſtable Woman, and pol- 


it lute not my ears with the relation of thy Parricide, I 
I five till now defended my ſelf from any ſuch ſhame as 
4 I this, that you would fix upon my Reputation, and I 
have conquered my Enemies by open War, without de- 
roving then by the Treathery of their Wives; carry thy 
horrible affections el ſewhere, and hope not to find Monſters 
among the Macedonians, who approve not of ſuch diſſoyal- 
ties, tis only in conſideration of thy Sex that I ſpare thy 
Life, but lead it fo far from me-that the glory of mine 
may never be troubled by thy deteſtable remembrance. 
When he had ſpoke theſe killing words that pierced 
quite through my treaibling Heart, he cauſed me to be 
put out of his Terit;and W Lonatus W | 
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to convey us out of the Camp. I was put again in my Cha- 
riot little different from a dying Perſon, and carried be- 
yond the Trenches, when after the many tormenting af. 
flictions that raked my deſpairing Soul, I reſolved to die, 
and having run many other misfortunes, by falling into the 
hands of my Enemies ( in which to prevent a death in 
Torments for the murther of Spitamenes, Strato had 
deſperately ftabbed himſelf ) I thought on this device of 
putting our ſelves into Armour, and to die by your 
Swords, when J heard my lovely Conqueror had ended 
his Life at Babylon, and 1 was refuſed by the Guards to 
| Tee the dead body of that Illuſtrious Man, putting it in 
practice, Theano and I Sallied with Caſſander, but ſhe 
over-laden with years and heavy Armour tumbled from 
her Horſe in the encounter, and to my unſpeakable grief 
I faw that poor Woman trampled to death under the 
feet of yours, who hotly purſued us, and by the favour 
of my deſtinies, after ſo many ſad diſaſters that attended 
my Life, at laſt I ſhall find a quiet repoſe in Death, by the 
Wound I have received from you Demetrius, which has 
ſo much afflicted you, but has given the unfortunate Her. 
mione all the fatisfaftion ſhe could hope for, nor was it 
without preſage, for the other night Sp:itamenes appear- 
ed to me all Bloody and Gaſtly to look on, and with a 
_ threatning eye, Hermione, ſaid he, I expect thee, and 
thou ſhortly come to decide the remainder of our Quar- 
rels with me, I was not at all terrified at his threats, as 
having no deſire to live, bat ſtretching out my hand to- 
wards him, yes (ſaid I) Spitamenes expect me, we Will 
go and end our differences before Alexander, 
Behold (continued fhe) the Life of this unhappy Wo- 
man, on whom you Demetrizs have blindly beſtowed you! I | 
Affections, and now that you know her better, you wil 
_ doubtleſs be delivered from thoſe diſquiets which you 
expreſs for her Death. The Gods are my witneſs that 
that * the ſtronger conſideration which moved me to this 
- recital. | HA 
Hermione ended her relation with a deep ſigh, which 
begot both Aſtoniſhment and Compaſſion in the hearers, 
that confidering the Monſtrous wickedneſs of Spit arent”, 
and the Provocations he had given her, they paſſed fen 
tence in her favour. That ſhe was innocent of thoſe Crime 
Wyerewith ſoe charged her ſelf: And young . 
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was ſo tranſported with his Paſſion, that he charged even 
Alexander with Ingratitude and Inhumanity, for his 
angerierous uſage towards her, And ab, ſaid he, I would 
it had pleaſed the Gods, that ſome part of that paſſion he 
umvorthily received, had been reſerved for the unfortu- 

nate Demetrius, and. that he might have died for Love 
alone without the mixture of bis griefs and his remorſe, 
that makes his deſtiny terrible to hig 
This with his tears drew a confeſſion from the dying b 
Princeſs, which ſhe otherwiſe would have carryed in {+ 1 
lence to her Grave, when a little before ſhe expired, i 
Ah, Demetrius (aid the ) looking on him with eyes that | 
dazeled, and began to looſe part of their Luſtre by the ap- 
proaches of death ) you force me to confels to you that 
| die not ſo abſolutely a ſlave to Alexanders memory, but 
that am very ſenſible of your affection, and that .1 feel 
certain motions in theſe laſt moments of my life, where- 
of my whole life was never capable; ſpare this dying 
mouth a more ample confeſſion, and if it be true that 
you love me, moderate your forrows by reaſon, and by 
my deſires in this neceſſity that parts us, it is the only 
proof of it I can or will heg of you for a recompence of 
the laſt proteſtation I make. That 1 give you all the 
(are in my heart, which I can poſſibly give you. 
This was all that the ſorrowfull Hermione was able to 
bring forth diſtinctly, and within a while after ſhe grew 
ſo exceeding weak, that ſhe could hardly utter a few inter= 
tupte4 words, ſhe ſtrugled yet ſome, hours with Death, 
but about the cloſe of the evening her ſpirits faded; and 
died away as it were in a ſlumber, remaining pale and cold 
in the arms of Demetrius, who in that accident appeare 
little different from her, and looſing his ſenſes; and his 

| underſtanding with his ſtrength, he was carryed away 
to another bed, making the Phyſicians doubt whether 
thoſe ſwounings proceed from a bare fainting, or from a 
real death. 5 | e 
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WI theſe things paſſed the faithful Araxis retum 


ed from Babylon, and as ſoon as Oroondates fav 


him come in, he run with open arms to Embrace him, and 
Lyſimac hus did the like with equal haſte, enquiring neus 
of their Princeſſes, To whom (when he had a little 


compoſed himſelf, he ſaid ) I am ſtill as ignorant of 


their condition as when I departed from hence, all I could 
meet with in the City, believe they are dead, and it 
they have heard any thing of their being alive it was 
learnt by your denouncing War, and by your Deck- 
ration, | 


The Princes were much afflicted at this diſcourſe, and 


looking on each other with a confuſion, eaſily to be ob 
ſerved in their faces. O Lyſimachus ( cryed the Prince 


of Scythia ) we are not yet at the end of our diſaſters 
and you are extream unhappy in having an intermixturt 
with the fortune of Oroondates, this communication wil 
be no ways advantagious to you, for I ſhall infinitely 
draw you into thoſe eternal miſeries to which the Goc 
bave condemned me; Fortune replyed Lyſimachus, ba 


not been wont to uſe me leſs cruelly than ſhe has dont 


you, and if our ſufferings are contagious, you will gill 
| | . n0 
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no more than I in this ſufferipg of our intereſts Alas 
(added Oroondates) 9 80 Princeſſes may be dead 
indeed, and the Gods have owty flattered us to make us 
but the more ſenſible of our loſfes, by the hopes they 
have given us. The loves of our Rivals ( replyed Lyſi- 
machus ) may ſecure us from ſuch cruel thoughts, and 
they will periſh without queſtion themſelves rather than 
conſent to their deſtruction; yet I doubt not, but they 
will uſe their diligence to conceal them a time longer 
from the Malice of Roxana, © | ' 

They were in this diſcourſe, when the reſt of the Prin- 
ces with the Amazonian Queen came to them upon the 
news of Araxis his return, and all of them together de- 
ſired to hear the ſucceſs of his enterpriſe, when having 
taken their Seats, he declared how he got into Babylon, 
and how by the means and friendſhip of Democles, whom 
he found there, he had taken a view of all the Enemies 
Forces and Stores, which were ſtrong and plentiful, but 
when I entreated him (continued Araxis) to make a 
ſtrict enquiry into the condition of the Princeſſes, af- 
fer he had learned all he could in that affair in the Pal- 
lace, he returned to me with a very unſatisfactory auſwer, 
and but with as little ſucceſs as J had before made my 
enquiry after them in the Town, He told me, that the 
death of the Princeſſes was but too certainly confirmed 


G 
— 


EF That, ſince the King's deceaſe they had never appeared in 
au! 49/97, and that every body laught at your error, when 


they aW your Declaration, whereof there had been ma- 
u Copies difperſed in the City. J 
I learned further, that by the common conſent Perdi- 
ca; was choſen General of all their Forces, and that they 
lad fortified the Walls and Works more ſtrongly than 

k. I then enquired after A-/aces, but could hear no- 
tung more than that it was thought he remained {till at 
| Seluens his lodgings detained by his Wounds, though 
the City was fall of the reputation of his Valour, on 


or Which. depepended a marvellous ſtreſs of their-hoped for 
"tel lucces in the War; and that they expected but little 
Goch less from a valiant Stranger, who had been but a fe- 


days. in Babylon. I had notice that Caſſander bore very 


5 . . . , 
30 Impadently the accuſation made againſt him in'your De- 
bor” Caration, the murtherer of Alexander, Thar he had 
" endeavoured to juſtifie himſelf, and loudly ſworn Re _-- 
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would proſecute his n with Fire and Sword, 


and that many of their Party believed him Innocent, 


though with others he was held ſuſpicious, yet it hin- 
dred not him from making an open profeſſion of Love to 


| Roxans, and that notwithſtanding the reſentments ſhe had 


expreſſed againſt that preſumption, the Authority he 
bad in the City bore him up with ſuch a Pride and Bold. 
neſs, as made him ſtrongly indulge his Paſſion, and ha- 
ving learned theſe CONT cnn with the ſame facility 
J had entred, to relate them to you. | | 
When Araxis had thus ſpoken on this manner, al 
the Princes and great Commanders aſſembled in a Council 
of War at Lyſimachus his Tent, where they had not 
long conſidered the great itrength of their Enemies, and 
how to order their Aſſairs, but news was brought that five 
or fix men that came out of Babylon were at the en. 


trance of the Camp, and deſired a ſafe Conduct to ſpeak 


with the Commanders, this was preſently granted, and 
being brought into the Te: t Clirophon, Perdicas his Sq; 
was preſently known to many of the Princes, who ha- 


ving obtained Audience, addreſſed himſelf to them in 


theſe words. 5 | 
y Lords, we are come from Queen Roxana and 
Prince Perdicas. on whom by a general conſent is conjer 
ed the Supre am Authority, to let you know, that his Health 
being now recovered, and that being ſuffic.ently ftrengther 
ed by the arrival of: his Friend, he will no longer tt 
tard the deſires you may have to end this War, the 70 0 


- whereof would be ted ous ro both Parties, and therefm 


' bath ſent us to offer you Battel within ten da. 
| Upon this, all that were in the Tent ſent forth a1oul 
cry of Joy, and by clapping their bands teſtified how 


come the news was to them: And upon the further requel 


of Cl rophon, they all agreed Perdicas ſhould have free lea 


to pals the Exphrates with bis Army, and encamp on tit 
Plain, where they would give him Battel in ten days, 20 
upon this Hoſtages were given to ſecure his paſſage witl 
out interruption. Ar ſaces at the ſame time had ſent I 
Eſquire to thank Oroondates his generous Enemy for ti 
Herb he ſent him to cure his Wonnds, expreſſing a bi 
eſteem of his Virtues; and that he would end in d 
Combat with him in the Battel, Oroondates returned li 
| fnitable Complements. .. _ ED 


„ Fried 


Part III. of Caflandra. 39 


Friend ( ſaid he) tell Arſaces, that I neither expected 
thanks nor favour from him, and that my intention in ob- 


nt, 1 | EN © © 
Ae liging him does ſufficrently acquit him from any obligation: 
5 but yet, that I cannot 2 a the eſteem of jo brave 1 
bad Man, and that I think my ſelf ſuſficiently requited by it; 


Tell him therefore at our next meeting I ſhall be ready to 
decide thoſe differences, which even unto death oppoſe our 
reconciliation. After theſe words Clitophon was diſmiſ- 
ſed, and returned to Babylon, with thoſe that accompa- 
During this Truceof ten days all things were made in 
4 readineſs on either fide, and Perdicas drew out his Army, 
Encamping within a few Furlongs of the other, inſomuch 
that many viſits were made and repaid by ſome of either 
Party, who had formerly (in much unity) Command- 


1 ed under Alexander, and had not forgot their ancient 
eil friendſhip, though they had taken different ſides, as their 
an Intereſt and Inclination led them. And Zyſzmachus con- 
Gy ſidering the ſtrict friendſhip he had contracted with the 
be. WY valiant Arſaces, and the great vertues he had obſerved 
" in him to be endowed withal, could not believe, but it muſt 
be ſome miſtake, that ſuch a mortal hatred was fo ſuddainiy 
a pprung up between him and the Prince of Scythia, in the 
. acer of their Love, he conſidered it was beyond rea- 
bn or probability, that Sratira, who had fo long de- 


tended her ſelf agaiaft the Love of Ale ander, and whoſe 
Widow ſhe now was thould on a ſudden fall in Love with 


. In | | 
nh WM © ſtranger, who had not been ſo long in the Country as 
To to do her any Services; and in the end, he. concluded 


if he could rectifie this miſtake, and draw Ar/aces to 


lol ficir fide, and make him Or0ondares his Friend, it would 
be a very great weakening to the Enemy, he communica- 
avek ted his thoughts to Queen Thaleſtris, who was of the 
lea lame mind, promiſing that if he could obtain an intervitw 

I ith 2-/2ces ſhe would accompany him, he accepted 


fer offer, and ſtepping a tide, writ the following Letter. 


r 297. 
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Lyfimachus to the Great A laces. 


8 IR, He whom you promiſed the honour of your friend. 
Hip in the Temple of Apollo , and ſince upon the 
banks of Euphrates, did not believe you ſhould come to be 
in the number of his Enemies, and cannot be yours what 
choice of party ſoe ver you have made, if you be pleaſed 
with this Proteſtation, you will not re ſuſe 5 m your ſight, 
face he deſires it only to aſſure you that Intereſts are be- 
om the affettion he bas vowed you, and that although you 
be a friend of Selucus's , you ought not to hate Lyk- 
machus. ö & -# 5 3% od8 res auch 


He ſent this by a Trumpet, and riding with the 
Queen towards the Enemies Camp, waited the event, 
but a few hours er'e they ſaw Arſaces appear, and with 
bim another perſon Gallantly Mounted, and riding for- 
Ward to meet each other with the Beavers of their Hel- 


mees up, Arſaces and Iyſimachus very friendly ſaluted, 


and after they had kindly embraced and extolled each 
others Virtues and Valour; I once pretended, O Arſ# 
Ges (laid Lyſimachus) to ſome part of that affection 
Which I had never merited but by your Goodneſs, and the 
bopes you had given me of it made me expect you wou 
have lent that aſſiſtance to me, which you now give un- 
to our Enemies. I will not condemn'their Actions, not, 
juſtiſie their Quarrel before hit, who declares himſelf 
their Friend, and the conſideration ] have of you makes 
me forbear to mention what 1 publiſh to all tbe world, 
but l cannot diſſemble to ſee you turn thoſe Arms again 
us, Which are commonly attended with Victory, and tho 
Selucus ard mary others that are with you are worthy 0 
your friend ſhip, Icannot but envy them the happineſs oi 
and redouble my hatred towards them, by reaſon of th 
advantage they have over us ja having gained you to thel 
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| Arſaces embraced Lyſimac hus at this diſcourſe, and 
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giving way to a few ſighs, I am Inſinitely indebted to 
you (ſaid he) for the value you ſet upon my friendſhip, 
and I proteſt to you I neither am nor ever will be your E= 
nemy, and if you [ee me now engaged by my promiſe, and 


buy {ome other conſiderations amongſt thoſe who are not your 


friends, accuſe me not, but lay all the fault upon my cruel. 
deftinies. Tis true, I owe my Life to Selucus and Cafſ- 
ſander, who took care of it when I was left. wounded, and 
without their timely aſſiſtance in all probability I had died; 
and that I have obligations to Perdicas, which are not 
incon ſiderable; but yet more 'weighty reaſons force me to be 
an Enemy to your Party : And in what part ſoever of the 
World that cruel Tormenter of my days ſhall happen to be, 
thither I will carry my revenging Sword, even to the laſt 
drop of my Blood, and I would make a paſſage through 
what is draref to me in the World, to deſtroy him who 
with a Cruelty full of Injuſt ce robs me of that which 1 
thought I had purchaſed by Services, which are not to be 
valued by the moſt part of my Blood, and even with the 
Price bf my own Honour; no, no, Lyſimachus, in the de- 


 plorable condition of my Life I am no longer Maſter nei- 
ther of my Deſigns nor of my Actions; and that ingratt=" © 
ful Woman who has ſo unworthily forſaken me, has talen 


away all my hopes, and with them the power of diſpoſing of 
my elf: 1 muſt be uncivil, I muſt be unthankful, becauſe 
I am miſerable. © 84 Fin op 1 1 

- Arſaces uttred theſe and many other paſſionate words 


with an action that brought Tears into Lyſimachus his 


Eyes, but his aſtoniſhment was redoubled by them, and 
conſidering he could not: juſtly uſe thoſe rẽproaches to 
Oroondates, who above all Men in the World had beſt 
deſerved the poſſeſſion of Statira, in whoſe ſervice Ar- 
ow could not have ſpent but ſome ſhort moments of his 
Life, he was in a marvelous confnſion, and being deft- 
rous to draw more particular light from Arſacess own 


mouth; I am ſenſibly touched with your diſpleaſures 


( faid he) as with my own, but either I cannot compre- 
hend their Cauſe, or I can ſee but little Juſtice in them. 
Ehis Ruval againſt whom you conceive ſo violent an im 
dignation complains of you with more appearance of rea- 
miſunderſtanding in your Affairs, and there are bat — 2 
-, 5 =; © on © * ; MY f x 0 1. SEE 3 perle 1 
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ſon than you can poſſibly have of him, unleſs there be ſome 
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erſons, who are ignorant that he has ſpent his whole life 
in the - ſervice of that Princeſs, whom you have won 
from him in a very ſhort time, his deſpair is better 
grounded than yours, when he remembers the admirable 
Actions he hath done for ker, and being juſt upon the 
E of receiving the recompence which was due to him, 
he ſees her by a prodigious Inconſtancy in your Arms, 
and finds himſelf ingratefully forſaken, for you who have 
done her but very little ſervice, and who are hardly ſo 
much as known to her, but by what Fame may have 
founded in her ears. How (cryed the impatient Ar ſa. 
ces) have I done my Princeſs but little ſervice, and am 
Ibut hardly known to her. | 8 
Aiſaces had proceeded, and no doubt the miſunde r- 
ſtanding which had involved the two braveſt Men on 
Earth in a groundleſs deſpair might have been cleared, 
had not a ſtrange accident hindered it; for the Amaon 
Queen knowing r his Companion by the De- 
vice of his Shield to be the ſame perſon, who had fo late- 
ly Combated with her near the Gates of Babylon, and 
with much Generofity defended her from the rudeneſs 
of Caſſander, admiring his Valour, ſhe now delfired | 
"acquaintance with him, and after ſome civilities had paſſed 
between them, they both at an inſtant put up the Bea 
vers of their Helmets: The aſpect of dreadful Gorgon 
never wrought more ſtrange effects than this fight pro- 
duced matually in theſe two perſons, and if the Stranger 
us ſurprized to fee the Queen, ſhe was no leſs ſtricken 
"with Amazement to behold in his face all the Lineaments 
of her faithleſs Orontes; They could not abſolutely be- 
lieye their eyes, and that uncertainty kept them for 
ſome time irreſolute, Silent and Immoveable, but at 
laſt, no longer doubting the truth of what they ſo plain- 
Ay ſee. The Queen leſs Miſtriſs of her Paſſion than O- 
rontes, caſting a look towards Heaven, with a terrible 
Action, O Gods (cryed he ) at laſt you have brought 
me that difloyal Man, who hath fo impiouſly invoked 
vou in the foulneſs of his Oaths, when drawing her 
Sword, ſhe flew at him with an inexpreſſible Fury. 
He drew not his Sword, but warded her blows with his 
Shield, retreating to avoid her as much as -poſlible - 
Leave me (cryed he) leave me falſe Ingrateful an 
2 b | au 
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nd diſcharge not thy rage againſt a Man, who is innocent 
Tee - «il -211s + 


% * 


The Queen replyed not with any diſtinct words, but 


n 


ruſhing on him with redoubled reproaches, made him 
quickly perceive ſhe either meant to give him his death 
or receive hers at his hand. A-/aces coming up to them 
with Lyſimachus, was ſomewhat aſhamed to ſee his va- 
liant Companion, who had fo brave a reputation retire, 
or rather fly before an Enemy, at the ſame time running 
towards him for ſanctuary, and crying out, O Arſa- 
ces deliver me from the ſight of this perfidiois Woman, 
who is much more cruel to me than the death ſhe ſtrives 
to give me (Oh Monſter of Infidelity replyed Thale- 


iris, quite beſides her ſelf ) hope not that the aſſiſtance 


of Arſaces, nor of all the Men in the world ſhall fave 
thee from my juſt indignation, and hardly could the 
ſtrength of Jyſimac hus and Arſaces hold her from pur- 
ſuing Orontes, nor their perſuaſions prevaile with her 


not to kill him, if it had been in her power; but this 


happening near the Enemies Camp, Caſſander came with 
with a great Troop galloping towards Ly/imachus, and 
the Queen crying out, that they had broke the Truce, 
and both deſerved death, The Queen ſoon knew him, 
and being inflamed with the remembranceof his late kind- 
neſs to her, met him with a fury, that made him look pale, 
and with a mighty blow tumbled him among the Horſes 
Feet; and Lyſimachus ſeeing the whole Troop ready to 
Charge her ſtood by her fide with his drawn Sword, 
whilſt Arſaces and Orontes laboured to with-hold them 
and greater miſchief had been done if Selucus, who had 
a conſiderable Authority amongſt the Soldiers had not 
come opportunely to the place, and reſtrained them at 
the defire of Arſaces. Yet all thit Iyſimachus was a- 
ble to do, could hardly prevaile with the Queen to re- 


treat: She yielded at laſt when ſhe ſaw it impoſſible 


for her to ſatisfie her Revenge, and retiring like a Lyoneſo, 


ſhe ſought out Orontes with her eyes, and ſending a cry at- 


ter bim, ah Perfidious Man, ſaid ſhe, thou prolongeſt 
thy deſtiny but in vain; and if thou eſcape me at this 
Battle, I will ſeek the out in the moit hidden places of 
the world. And turning to Ly{imachns, you have 
(ſaid ſhe } ſen that Traytor, whoſe quarrel Tue. 
F IE Ce 2 | | ende 
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fended with ſo much Valour, and with fo little Juſtice, 
and if his Life were not fo fall of Infidelity, perchance 
you might think him handſome enough to excuſe ſome 
rt of that Paſſion a Maid might have had for 
m. 3 A T2 1 F 
As ſoon as they came into Oroondates his Tent, they 
ſurprized him, by telling him their adventure, when they 
had made him ſenſible the faithleſs Orontes was the ſame 
that had ſhewed ſuch wonderous proof of Valour againſt 
Lyſimachus and others on the Bank of the Euphrates: 
whilſt the Queen fell again into threats, and poured out 


the moſt fur ious and violent words againſt Orontes, 


that her mouth could utter, Or oondates knowing her 
impetuous humour went not about to juſtifie him ſo ſoon, 
but only ſaid he hoped the ſucceſs of that adyentute 


would prove advantageous to her repoſe. ' 


The ſorrowfull Demetrius upon the death of his dear 


| Hermione, after Time had a little abated the violent 
Tranſports of his grief, cauſed to be erected for her 


a ſtately Tomb in the Plain of Babylon, as a fit Repoſi - 
tory of her beloved Aſhes, and on it this Epitaph was 


 Engraven 


Paſſenger thou wilt be guilty 
I thon examine this Life, 
Jo condemn tt: 7 4s 2 
Hermione was all 'fair, 
Hermione was all Innocent. 
And if Spitamenes died for his Crime, 
- Hermione died for the Crimes of 
PITT | ( Demetrius. 
Hie was her Lover; © 
He was the murther of Hermione. 
. Bewail her Deſtiny O Paſſenger, 
And ſeek not in this Tomb. 
For thoſe precious Aſhes, 
Which can have gnone but in the Heart of 
nl ant ( Demetrius. 


Her 


Her Funeral Solemnities, were with great Pomp, and 
every morning the young Paſſionate Lover went toweep 
over her Tomb, uttering ſuch moving complaints as 
ſenlibly afflicted all thoſe that heard them; and his ex- 
ceſs of ſorrow became contagious, infecting his friends 
who laboured to diſſwade him from it with the like 

ſadneſs: But now nine days of the Truce being expired; 
the Princes on both ſides prepared to give Battel, and 
in the everWng having ſacrificed as the cuſtom was, the 
Augury remained fo doubtful that the Prieſt could not 
certainly know to which ſide the Victory would encline, 
part of the night was ſpent in refreſhing the Armies and 
in Reſt: The remainder in getting their Arms and 
Horſes in a readineſs, that no ſooner the Sun ſent forth 
bis bluſhing beams, riſing. with a Crimſon ſplendour 
very terrible, preſaging the ſtreams of Blood that were 
to be ſhed ere he deſcended to the weſtern Ocean, 
but the Trumpets ſounded, and made the neighbouring 
Hills to rebound the dreadful Eccho of their warlike 
blaſts, and Prince Or condates aſſembling the Princes and 
Chief Commanders in Prolomens his Tent, on the top 
of which their Standard was diſplaied as a ſignal of Bat- 
tle, after courteoully ſaluting them orders were taken 
for marſhalling the Army, and appointing the Comman- 
ders their particular Stations, and when this was done 
to the high 1 of all preſent, he encouraged 
them with ſuc or ap expreſſions to ſtir up their 
valour, and excite than to revenge; That they were of 
force ſufficient to enflame the moſt frozen hearts with 
fierce deſire of winning Honour at the price of theix 
Lives. They anſwered it with a loud cry or joyful ac- 
clamation, which being heard by thoſe without, 
it paſſed quite through the Camp, and in all their faces 
appeared ſuch a lively courage as eaſily ſhewed their 
daring reſolutions either to Die or Conquer. "Bf 
When the Princes had fixed the order they intended 
ſhould be uſed in the Battle, they came forth and divi- 
ded the Army into four Bodies, the weakeſt of which 
was compoſed of ten thouſand Horſe and 20 thouſand 
Foot. The firſt was given to Oroondates, who had ma- 
ny Princes and great Captains commanding under him; 
Prince Oyartes led the ſecond; the third was command 
ed by the valiant Eumenes, and the laſt by the great 
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fended with ſo much Valour, and with fo little Ju ſtice, 
and if his Life were not fo full of Infidelity, perchance 
you might think him handſome enough to excuſe ſome 
art of that Paſſion a Maid might have had for 
As ſoon as they came into Oroondates his Tent, they 


ſurprized him, by telling him their adventure, when they 


had made him ſenſible the faithleſs Orontes was the ſame 
that had ſhewed ſuch wonderous proof of Valour againſt 
Lyſimachus and others on the Bank of the Euphrates : 
whilſt the Queen fell again into threats, and poured out 


the moſt furious and violent words againſt Orortes, 


that her mouth could utter, Or-0ondates knowing her 
impetuous humour went not about to juſtiſie him fo ſoon, 
but only ſaid he hoped the ſucceſs of that adventure 


would prove advantageous to her repoſe. ' 


The ſorrowfull Demetrius upon the death of his dear 
Hermione, after Time had a little abated the violent 


Tranſports of his grief, cauſed to be erected for her 


a ſtately Tomb in the Plain of Babylon, as a fit Repoſi- 
tory of her beloved Aſhes, and or it this Epitaph was 
Engraven f FIG: 69 e, TOE 
Paſſenger thou wilt be guilty 
If thou examine this Life, 
Jo condemn ths; 7s 
Hermione was all fir, 
_ Hermione was all Innocent. 
And if Spitamenes died for his Crime, 
ey Hermione died for the Crimes of 
ö . ( Demetrivs. 
indo x whf ber Lover ;77 
Hie was the murther of Hermione. 
| Bewail her Deſtiny O Paſſenger, 
And ſeek not in this Tomb. 
For thoſe precious Aſhes, 
Which can have gnone but in the Heart of 
| 4 ne ( Demetrius. 


Her 
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Her Funeral Solemnities, were with great Pomp, and 
every morning the young Paſſionate Lover went to weep 
over her Tomb, uttering ſuch moving complaints as 
ſenſibly afflicted all thoſe that heard them; and his ex- 
ceſs of ſorrow became contagious, infecting his friends 
who laboured to diſſwade = from it with the like 


ſadneſs: But now nine days of the Truce being expired, 


the Princes on both ſides prepared to give Battel, and 
in the everng having ſacrificed as the cuſtom was, the 
Augury remained fo doubtful that the Prieſt could not 
certainly know to which ſide the Victory would encline, 


part of the night was ſpent in refreſhing the Armies ang 
in Reſt: The remainder in getting their Arms and 


Horſes in a readineſs, that no ſooner the Sun ſent forth 


his bluſhing beams, riſing with a Crimſon ſplendour 


very terrible, preſaging the ſtreams of Blood that were 
to be ſhed ere he deicended to the weſtern Ocean, 
but the Trumpets ſounded, and made the neighbouring 


Hills to rebound the dreadful Eccho of their warlike 


blaſts, and Prince Orcondates aſſembling the Princes and 
Chief Commanders in Prolomens his Tent, on the top 
of which their Standard was diſplaied as a ſignal of Bat- 
tle, after courteoully ſaluting them orders were taken 


for warſhalling the Army, and appointing the Comman- 


ders their particular Stations, and when this was done 
to the high approbation of all preſent, he encouraged 
them with ſuch vehement expreſſions to ſtir up their 
valour, and excite them to revenge; That they were of 
force ſufficient to eiflame the moſt frozen hearts with 
fierce deſire of winning Honour at the price of theis 
Lives. They anſwered it with a loud cry or joyful ac- 
clamation, which being heard by thoſe without, 


it paſſed quite through the Camp, and in all their faces 


appeared ſuch a lively courage as eaſily ſhewed their 
daring reſolutions either to Die or Conquer. 5 
When the Princes had fixed the order they intended 

ſhould be uſed in the Battle, they came forth and divi- 
ded the Army into four Bodies, the weakeſt of which 
was compoſed of ten thouſand Horſe and 20 thouſand 
Foot. The firſt was given to Oroondates, who had ma- 


ny Princes and great Captains commanding under him; 


Prince Oyartes led the ſecond; the third was command - 
ed by the valiant Eumenes, and the laſt by * om 
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dis Enemies like Thunder, beating down all before him, 
and left bloody marks of his paſſage, till theſe two w 
Warriours met, ſoon knowing each other by their Cries, 
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Beliperchon, All battels conſiſting of ſeveral Nations, The 0 
had likewiſe a great number of armed Chariots, Which 
were diſpoſed equally amongit them, filled with Ar- 


chers: Many Princes would needs be exempted from 


any command, that they might be ready at all times to 
Succour thoſe that were in diſtreſſ. And Perdicat on 
the other part had likewiſe divided his Army into four 


Battles under himſelf, and the moſt experienced Com- 


manders on his fide, that had followed the fortune of 


r Ren FF 
+ Theſe dreadful Armies. were no ſooner within fight, 


but they ſaluted one another with terrible Cries and A. 
ctions, which viſibly teitified the Ardour, that carried 


them on to the Battle, as they drew nearer the fierceneſs of 
their Courage redoubled, and their Commanders were 
hardly able to keep them from ruſhing diforderly to the 
Fight, when after a little ſtand the Trumpets ſounded 


the Bloody Blaſt, and gave the ſignal to engage; Then 


immediately the Suns light was ſhrouded by an infinite 


flight of Arrows, which ſoon laid thouſands breathleſs 
or groveling in the daft, and many hundreds of, Hor- 


fes fell. ander their valiant Maſters : Then the *Squa- 
drons clofed and fought with their Swords, when Oro- 
endates and Lyſimachus ſeeking, out Perdicas and Alce. 
tat, charged ſo furioufly that they tumbled them and 


their Hories much bruiſed and wonnded to the Earth, 


and the Amazonian\Queen did the like to Pexceſtas, and 
they had been flain had not the throngs of their Soldiers 
preſſed between, and with the loſs of many of their 
own Lives reſcued and remounted them, : Then it was 
that the earth became covered with dead and dying bodies, 
thar the face of all things grew diſmal and terrible, 
The Chariots armed with ocythes made great ſlaughter 
In tearing or cutting in pieces whole Squadrons and 


Battallions, whil:t A-/aces who had ſeen many valiant 


Captains fall by the Sword of Oroondares, laboured b 
his example to encourage his Men, breaking in among 


and the prodigious Actions they ſaw one another do; 
both of ici would have ſpoke but the extremity of 
their Anger made them unavole to expreſs 9, 
+ an 
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and the confuſed noiſe of ſo many diſmat cries could not 
{iffer them to underſtand one another. Theſe two en- 
raged Enemies, whoſe thoughts were not upon the de- 
fenſive, caſt their Shields behind them, and lifting up 


their Swords brought them down with the utmoſt * 


of their ſtrength upon each others Helmets; at theſe 
mighty blows their ſtrong Swords flew in a thouſand 


pieces, their Creſts were beaten off, and their Helmets 
deeply dinted, and how great ſoever was the fortitude 


of theſe two gallant Men, it was not proof againſt fo 
infinite a violence; Arſaces bleeding at his Noſe and 
Mouth, fell in a Swoon at Selucas's feet, and Prolomens 
running to Oroondates, ſaw him open his Arms and fink 
to the ground, the fall of theſe two matchleſs perſons 
cauſed thoſe of either party to ſend forth mighty cries, 
and kindled a furious combuſtion round about them; 


Ptolome us, Craterus and Demetrius ſheltered Oroondates 
with their Shields, and his faithful Araxes, who ſtir- 


red not from him, carried him off with the aſſiſtance of 
Ilyonens, Menelaus and ſome others; Arſaces his friends 
did the {ame for him, and then the Battle continued fu- 
rioully in all parts. Thaleſtris after a great flaughter, 
met with Orontes, who had done wonders in the Fight; 
opening his way with his Sword wherever he came: 
And that enraged Queen with her uſual reproaches flew 
furiouſly to her deſired revenge, but he knowing her, 
retired to avoid her blows amongſt the thickeſt of his 
Squadron, and with grief ſaw many of them fall by her 
Sword, whilſt they laboured to ſhelter him from her 
revengeful rage. | RR 

Whilſt theſe and many other bloody ſcenes were vi- 
ſible in all parts, Oroondates and Arſaces had recovered 
their ſtands, and remembring what had paſt, returned 
to the Battel more enraged than before, Shame and An- 
ger ſpurred them on to a more eager thirſt of Revenge; 
they ranged through the Squadrons, leaving ſuch marks 


of their fury wherever they paſſed, as made the ſtouteſt 


tremble. It would be overtedious to relate their 
great Action, or the many Deaths they gave, or the 


particular actions of other brave Men, Who behaved 


themſelves gallantly in the fight. Let it ſuffice then, to 

lay, that dilmal Tragedies every where appeared, and all 

things were in a moſt horrible form, the number 3 hy 
Oo dats 1 
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Dead exceeding that of the Living, and the Plain was 


covered with great heaps of bodies, from whence ran 


ſtreams of bloo1, that crimſoned the waters of the 


Euphrates: The Soldiers were no longer obedient to 
Command, and both ſides were ſo eager to.deſtroy thoſe, 
who had been formerly their companions, that the 
night now come was hardly able to obſtruct their fury, 
and bat for its arrival both Armies had been totally 
defeated by death, when after many Signals to re. 
tire, the broken Squadrons began to rally; the execu- 
tion ceaſed, and the Soldiers gathered to their Co- 
- ra whilſt the field remained almoſt equal between 
them. | ie In 7 en $324 1 . : 

This Victory fo obſtinately diſputed, declared it ſelf 


abſolutely for neither gat nor could they preſently 
at 


know. their great loſſes, were | contented to retire 
into their firit Camps, leaving the dead and dying be- 
hind then; The next day a Trumpet came from Perd:- 


cas, to deſire a Truce for ſix days, for paying, what 
they owed to the Funerals of the dead, and dreſſing 


the wounded, which was readily granted; and both 
Camps were filled with Lamentations, and the pitious 
Cries of thole that had loft their Husbands, or near.Re- 
lations in the Battel. And by the computation, they 
found the Slain to be Fourſcore Thouſand, on the ſide 
of Perdicas, nor leſs than Fifty Thouſand on the part 
of the Princes, beſides a very great number, that for 
the preſent were diſabled by their Wounds. ly 
Whilſt the Funerals were in Oey and the 
both ſides ; 

and whilſt Oroondates was tormenting himſelf for the 
little ſucceſs he had had againſt his Rival, and that he 
faw not a preſent end of the War, to reſcue Statira 
out of his hands. Thaleſtis who was. racked with 2 


greater violence for miſſing her ſo much deſired Re. 
venge on her faithleſs Orontes, went privately out of 


the Camp in ſearch of him, vowing to kill him even in 
the midſt of the Enemies Army if ſhe might, or Sacrifice 
her own Life (in that daring attempt) to her revenge, 
of which deſperate humour Oroondates being informed 
by Hippolita, Lyſimachus and he with Prolomeus put 
on their Arms, and mounting followed her to prevent 
the rain they ſuppoſed ſhe was going to ; precipitate 35 


ſelf into. 


— 


At this very time De/netriut, whoſe exceſſive ſorrow: 
for the death of Fair Herm one made him an enemy to 
Company, got on Horſe-back to vent his grief in the 
moſt deſolate places he could find, and entering into a 
ſhady Grove, lamenting, and talking to himſelf, he was 
interrupted by a noiſe he heard, which reſembled the 
ſhreeks and Lamentations of Women in diſtreſs, when 
turning that way it directed him, he ſaw three Men 
well mounted and Armed combating with one Man on 
foot, who to prevent being aſſaultei behind had ſet his 
back againſt an Oak, fighting (though mach wounded) 
with an admirable Courage, and two Women proſtrate 
on the Graſs, and pouring out floods of Tears, near him, 
This ſight vety ſenſibly touched the heart of generous - 
Demetrius, and made him take the fide of him, who 
fought on foot, and ruſhing at the three Men with a 
load cry, conſtrained them to make head againſt him,; 
though ſo unfortunately on their part, that the firſt, 
who came to encounter him. was toon laid dead at his 
Horſes feet, and cutting the ſtraps of anothers Helmet it 
fell off, leaving his head bare at the ſight of which he, 
who fought on foot, lifting up his eyes to Heaven, great 
Gods (eyes he) how Juit are you to reſerve the 
death of wicked At ages to Cleonimut, when quitting 
the Tree mach wounded, he flew at him with fo fierce 
an action, that though the other laboured all he could 
to defend himſelf , and trample his enemy under his 
Horſes feet, he ran him quite through the body, fo that 
he fell with a ſtream of BC OOd, in which he began to 
welter on the grou d; then be turned towards Deme- 
trius, and went tb render him part of the aitittance. he 
bad received from him, but he ſtood not in need of it, 
for his enemy not daring to withſt md the w-1ghtineſs 
of his blows had already taken flight to ſa e himſelf, 
when they ſaw the La ies ( in whote beautious faces ap- 
peared 4 viſible joy for this ſucceſs) coming towards 
them, the ſtranger running to one of them With open 
arms. Ah dear Alcione ( fait he) 1 have lived Tong 
enough, ſince I have been able to do you ſome fervice be. 
fore I Die, and that I have facrificed the difloyat Ajtiages 
tothe Ghoſt of the poor abuſcd / heander 5 he would 
have ſaid more, but his weakneſz prevented him, and 
made fink him to the ground at ä of a Tree ; leg 
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was exceedingly. troubled at his fainting, and whilſt ſhe 


berty. But when Alcione had taken off the Strangers 


laboured to recover him out of his Swoon , Demetrius 


payed his Compliments -to the Princeſs Bernice, aſſu- 
ring her, ſhe was now in ſafety, and Miſtreſs bf her li- 


Helmet, O Gods, how great was her Aitoniſhment, 


when ſhe ſaw there the face of Cleonimus. It would be 
very difficult to expreſs how infinitely ſhe was ſurpriſed | 
at this Adventure; the firſt marks of it were cries, by 


which ſhe drew Demetrius and Bernice to her. The 
Princeſs Bernice, who was acquainted with the 1951 


of her Life, and who by that natural goodneſs, whic 


accompanied the reſt of her Virtues had taken an inter- 
eſt in her Eortune, ſoon learned the cauſe of her Tran- 
ſports by the bare hearing of Cleonimus his name, and 


| forgetting the greatneſs of her Birth to follow her 


Charitable Inclinations, ſhe ſate down by her, and gave 


her all the aſſiſtance ſhe could receive in ſuch like an 
encounter. In the mean time Cleonimus opening his eyes 


and recovering his Speech, looking a while ſilently on 


her. 2 22 
. Ah Coulin (ſaid he) you once ſee Cleonimu: again, 


whoſe ill fortune baniſhed him from you, and whom his 


$099: fortune has brought to die fo near you, how great 


ſoever the diſtance, that has parted us, bath been, you 


have ever been preſent to my remembrance, and that 
remembrance which brings me back in ſpite of my for. 
mer reſolutions, is an effect of my Deſtiny; and of 


the Juſtice of the Gods. They prolonged my life in 
thoſe Sorrows, that have per ſecuted it for no other pur- 
poſe, but to reſerve the end of it either for your ſer- 
vice, or for Theanders revenge: And the concluſion of 


it could not be more pleaſing to me, than to die at A- 
ciones Feet, after having ſacrificed in ber preſence, the 


cruel Author of our Common Misfortunes.* Diſpoſe 


miſeries, at leaſt be pleaſed, that this Blood which | 
molt freely give them, May ſerve in part to ex plate my 


* 
* * 
+» 


© now (continued he, lifting up his eyes) O Gods, dil- 
poſe now of my deſtiny, as as you pleaſe, and if I eannet 


die innocent of the loſs of Theander, aànd of Alcrones 


- + faults,  * 
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5 * 
When he had ſpoken on this manner, Alcione fetching 
a deep ſigh (whilſt her tears flowed plentifully) Ah 
(aid ſne) it was not Cleonimus his Blood, that was due 
to Theanders Revenge, and to Alcioness repoſe; the 
Blood of wicked Aſtiages was enough for both, and you 


will repair thoſe innocent faults,whereof you accuſe your 


Gif, by looſing a life for Theander and for Alcione, 


yhich was ever dearer to them, tlian their own, Theſe 


Wounds, theſe Cruel Wounds are mine as well as 
vours, and if you have ſtill remaining any part of that 
friendſhip you once bore me, you ought not to put mine 
to ſo cruel a proof, nor force me to confeſs, that it is 
Grave. "EN Es | 
The effect theſe words produced in Cleonimus appear- 
ed very viſible in his face, as not being able to diſſemble 
the Conſolation, he received by them, the which he ex- 
preſſed in very obliging terms; When Demetrius came 
and told the Ladies, that Aſtiages not quite dead had 
entreated him to bring them to him, that before he 


| ſtrong enough to make me keep you company in your 


expired he might implore their pardons for his faalts, 


and for the Crimes he had committed; Alcione thought 
ſhe was loath to ſtir from her dear Cleonimus in the con- 
dition he was, yet at his preſſing entreaty went with 
Demetrius, and the Princeſs of Scythia, and approach- 
ing Aſtiages, they found him in the very Pangs of Death, 
yet had he ſo much ſtrength and time left to ask them 
Pardon for what he had done againft them, with fo great 


many teſtimonies of a ſorrowful repentance, that thoſe _ 


Generous Perſons forgot all their Injuries , and Re- 

ſentments in a moment, and were very forry for his 
misfortune, but when he had learned; it was by the 
hand of Cleoni mut, that the Gods had pumifhed him, he 
lifted up his Hands and Eyes towards Heaven, and 
ſtrugling with his weakneſs 3 O you revenging Divini- 
ties (ſaid he) how: admirable are your judgments 5 | 
and how well do you teach Mortals by my example, 

that it is impoſſible to ſhelter themſelves from you; Cle: 
omimss, Whoſe Life J have aſſaulted, and Virtue 1 
have perſecuted by my treacheries and calumnies comes 
into the world again for no other end but to execute 
your juſt decrees; anck you have reſerved the paniſh-. 


D 2 Flight 


ment of falſe Aſiages to Cleonimus alone; whereas you 


1 
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might have brought it upon him a thouſand other 
ways. | | | 
After theſe words, turning his dying eyes upon A. 
fone, Alcione ( ſaid he, for 1 dare not call you Siſer, 
{mice by my. treacheries I have fo unworthily - violated 
our Alſiance), If my repentance had been but ſome few 
moments before my puniſhment, J would have offered 
it to you, for ſome part of the ſatisfaction, I owe unto © 
Theanders Blood, but fince it comes fo late, I can 
hope for no pardon of my Infidelities from you. I die 
therefore with an acknowledgement, that I have deſer- 
ved it, and that I was the wickedeſt of all Men living, 
ro per ſecute ſueh Innocent and Vertuous Perſons, as A. 
cionue and Cleonimus; I give my life to both for the re- 
paration I owe them, and if by the loſs of my blood 1 
can waſh out of my memory any part of thoſe ſpots, 
wherewith it is tain by Theanders blood, I ſhall de- 
part the world without complaining of my Deſtiny, 
He would have ſaid more, but the convulſions of death 
ſized him at that inſtant, and after a graſp or two he 
expired, carrying with hin to his Grave their Pitty, 
whom he had fo infinitely offended z and Alcione re- 
membring her dear Cleonimus left Aſtiages, to run to 
him, who by. the he p of ſome Soldiers, Demetrius had 
called, was carried to Poli mons Houſe, where he was 
received with much joy, and his Wounds ſo carefully 
looked by Alcione, and the Chirurgeons, that in the end 
he recovered. | Ne 
Bernice being known by the Princeſſes tfierꝶ, to be 
Siſter to great Oroondates, after they had beheld her 
Beauty with aſtoniſhment, they payed her thoſe pro- 
found reſpects, which they thought due to her Quality, 
which the returned with great Civilities, and an obli- 
ging atfhility, that was wont to win the hearts of the 
molt inſenſible perſons to her intereſt. This ended, ſhe 
earneſtly enquired for the Prince her Brother, and 
hearing, he was in bis Tent, the entreated the Princeſ- 
les to excuſe the power of her Love, which pull'd them 
from her, and her from them for a while, to viſit that 
Dear Brother; but they offered to bear her Company, 
and leaving the Houſe, went to Oroondatess Tent. 


The End of the fit Bft. 
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id (Yew Thaleſtris being gone out of the Camp to ſeek 
as >> Orontes, the ſubject of her revenge, as ſhe paſſed 
ly by the fide of a Wood expreſſing furious words to her 
id elf in a paſſionate manner, ſhe ſaw a gallant Horſe tied 


toa Tree, and coming a little nearer, perceived a Shield 
hanging by him, with this dreadful Impreſs of a Heart 
torn by Vulters on it ; this awakened her memory, and 
brought it into her mind afreſh, that ſhe had ſeen the 
like Shield worn by her faithleſs O-onres, when loox- 
ing more wiſhfully about her ſhe perceived the Na- 


he ſter of it ſtretched on the graſs ſleeping, the Bever of 
he bis Helmet was up, the more freely to breath the cool 
1d Air, and upon a nearer view ſhe found it was him,whom 
„he fo eagerly ſought, when at. firſt her Aſtoniſhment 


was ſo great, ſhe was utterly. at a loſs what reſolution 
to take, a cold tiembling benumed her veins, and her 
blood ran back from its ſource. At laſt the force of 
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Gods to perform their promiſe had delivered him up 
to her reſentments, when caſting her eyes toward Hea. 
ven; It were unjuſt, great Gods, (eryed ſhe ) if I ſhould 
now complain of. you, and if I ſhould not acknowledge 
bow exactly you have kept your word; and thou great 


Deity of Love, whom this Traytor has ſo unworthily 


abuſed. receive the Victim, which now I offer to your 
ſatisfaction. 2 | 

Speaking theſe words ſhe drew her Sword and leap- 
ing from her Horſe, went towards him with a heart 
that had baniſhed all tendernels at that time, yet lifting 
up her arm to give the fatal blow; that ſhould leave 
him in an eternal Slumber , ſomething checked her 
power to give him death, andin the very moment re- 
preſented to her, that without bringing on her ſelf a 
laſting infamy, ſhe could not bereave him of life whileſt 
he was ſleeping, which made her pauſe a little; and al. 

ter that ſhe uttered theſe words, ſhall I, ſaid ſhe, diſho- 
nour my ſelf by a baſeneſs in killing this enemy, unable 
in the condition he is in, to reſiſt, or ſo much as know who 
it is that takes ſo juſt a revenge on him, and ſo he will die 
without being ſenſible of the terror of my arm, or the 
indication, vbich he ought to tremble at; yet if 1 ſhould 
awake him, no doubt but he will eſcape by flight, and 
fruſtrate the effects of my mortal hatred, as he has al. 
ready done to my exceeding diſſatisfaction; waken 
then nothing (continued ſhe) O Thale ſtris, but thy jul 
indignation, and leave this Traitor in an eternal i = 
In theſe irreſolu tions ſhe remained a while, yet her 
anger prompted her ſtill moſt powerfully to revenge, 
but as ſhe was lifing up ber Sword again to give the 
fatal blow, ſhe-heard Orontes Sigh, and caiting her eyes 
upon his face, ſhe ſaw ſome tears find a pafſige between 


his cloſed Eyelids, and heard him mutter ſomething in his 


ſleep, Leave me (ſaid he) leave me Inconſtant Woman, 
at theſe words pronounced with a mournful voice th: 
Queens Sword fell out of her hand, then ſhe looked 
upon his face a little more earneſtly, than ſhe had done 
before, and obſerved in it all the features of her Lovely 
and dearly beloved Orithia, That remembaance wrougbt 
a ſtrange violence upon her reſentments, and in part 
abated the fierceneſs of her animoſity ; All the m 

- Winning actions, that Orithia had done for her * 


* 
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whole life: Thoſe tender proofs of Love, ſhe.had given 
her, before and after her diſcovery, as well by words 
accompanied with unreſiſtable Graces, as molt admira- 
ble deeds performed in her favour came at that time 
crouding all together into her memory; on the other 
hand, the Injuries done her as Orontes pleaded powerful- 
ly againſt all the good Actions of Orithia, and made her 
fall again into her former Paſſion, and abſolutely con- 
cluded, he muſt die for the reparation of his reproaches; 
but he muſt die waking, to render his death more ſenſi- 


ble, and more terrible to him; when to prevent his flight, 


ſhe cut the reins of his Horſes Bridle, turning him looſe 
in the Wood to range at liberty. After this precauti- 
on _ a loud vbice, rite O-ontes, ( ſaid ſhe ) but riſe 
to die. | | | 

The ſuddain noiſe of theſe words wakened Orontes in 
a ſtart, and ſeeing one ſtanding by him in a threatning 
polture, with a drawn Sword, he got up hattily, and 
drew his to defend his life againſt that enemy. And who- 
ſoeyer thou art ( ſaid he) perchance thou haſt awaken- 
ed me to thy own deſtruction ; but ſcarce he caſt his 
eyes on the Queen, and knowing her, the unlucky en- 
counter troubled him exceedingly, when letting fall the 
point of his Sword, he retired three or four ſteps, crying 
out, wilt thou torment me forever Woman, whom 1ab- 
hor a thouſand times more than Death, I will never 
ceaſe to torment thee ( replyed the Queen) whileſt 
thou ceaſeſt to live; and the end of thy Torment now 
approaches with the end of thy Life. She accompanied 
theſe words with a blow, which Orontes warded with his 
Sword, and flying at him witha furious Impetuoulnels 
conſtrained him to ſeek ſhelter among the Trees, upon 
which, defend thy ſelf baſe Coward ( cryed the Queen) 
and think that I will take thy flight to proceed from 
any remainder of reſpe& to me; thy Treacheries aud 
thy Unworthy uſages are a thouland times more cruel, 
than any reſiſtance thou canſt make, and tho thy Sword 
ſhould cut me from the world, it will only finiſh what 
thy perfidiouſneſs hath ſhamefully begun. 

As ſhe ſpoke the words the furiouſly purſued. him with 
ſuch a ſudda inneſs, that ſhe pat him upon a neceſſity ei- 
ther of ſtanding upon his defence, or ſuffering himſelf 
to be killed; yet how great ſo ever his hatred was, ne 

© D d 4 dcdould 


) 


place, and ſtepping back in ſome »ſtoniſhment; Ah di, 


daoabt it no longer, for Jam O oondares ; at which 0. 
« rantes would have fell at his fect, but he reſiſted it, and 
re doubled his endcarments by a ſecond embrace, wil 
much affection: O antes received them with an humbl 
reſpect, but when he was preparing to expreſs the jo}, 
hc conceived by this encounter, the Prince of Scythi 


— 
7 


have matters of great Importance, I have given - 


prin of Horſes, when looking about, they faw thenm- 


Sword, eafily wre'elit from ber in the trouble ſhe was 


ſently knew, his affections began to work ſtrongly in 
dim, at the encounter of a Prince, he ſo dearly loved, 


dam (to the Queen) if I cannot forbear to embrace 
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could never reſolve to lift up his hand againſt her, and 
being weary of fiving to fave a life, which he no longer 
valued, he made a fi: m ſtop, and preſenting his breaſt to 
the furious Queen, ſt ike crucl Woman, (laid he) ſtrike 
through this heart, which 1 fo blindly gave hee and 
ſince thou art ſo exr1eamly thirſty of m. Blood, which] 
have ſo often ſhed for the t ke this Life, which by thy 
ſnamtclels perfidiouſnels thou haſt rendred more odious 
10 ne, than that death thou ſtriveit to give ine: | meet 
with no new thing in this thy cruelty, nor ought | to 
think it ffrang-, that ou would drive me out of the 
World, af r havivg fo ken ine with fo much baſeneſs, 
and fo much I»famy, though | could defend my lifea- 
gainſt thee ; If thou badſt left me an Love of it. 

The Qucen at this diſcourſe held her furious hand, 
and began a little to relent, and then again his reproach 
es ſtirred up her Anger, which bad bcen. no doubt fatil 
to poor O-902t05, if they had not heard a ſuddain tram. 
elves invironed by O oonda'cs, Lnſimachus, Prolonri 
and Hippol ta; and 0r00ndates ſeizing on the Queens 


in, when caſting his eves on O o-tes, Whoſe face he pre- 


and not able to difſ-mble it, Fardon me (ſaid he) Ma- 
our Enemy, and believe the Gods have brought me 
ither to make him looſe that name and quality. : Orr 
res his wonder was as great to ſee his Prince in that 


faid he, is it you? Yes Couſin ( replyed the Prince ) 


ſtept back, and pa''ing on ſomewhat a ſevere Counte 


nave?, Couſin, ſaid he, let us defer this Converfatio!, 


which is not ſeaſonable in the condition, I found you in, 
and ir th- preſence of this fair Queen, whith whom vd 


fir 
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firſt teſtimonies of my friendſhip to your Merit, and 
to our Affinity: But now 1 muit ſpeak to you as Jam 


to obliged by my Duty, by my Promiſes, and care I have 
ike of your Reputation, and your Honour it ſelf, nor 
nd doubt I, but at my humble requeſt the Qucen wiil mo- 


derate for a while thoſe juſt reſentments, the has againſt 
you, and J will proteſt to her, that if by your iufideli- 

ou have not been betrayed your felf, I cannot 
chuſe but be you: Enemy; it 1 looſe, your friendſhip, 
replied O- ontes, the loſs will be more ſenſible to me, 


t loſs 
the | than all thoſe I have ſuſtained ſince that of this ingrate- 
eſs, fal Woman; but although with it I ſhould alto looſe 
ea my Life, which ſhe perſecutes with ſo much hatred, I 


cannot repent my having abandoned her, when ſhe a- 
bandoned her telf ſo liphtly as ſhe did, and I the ather 
think it ſtrange, that you ſhould diſapprove my reſent- 
m nts, ſi ce lo ing V irtue as you do, it is impoſſible 
for vou to approve of the cauſe of them, and that you 
thould preſerve ſo much as an eſteem for her, whoſe de- 
fence you take againſt him, that has the honour to be ſo 
nearly allied to you; I love her, but too faithfully and 
tco religiouſly, and I would it had pleaſed the Gods, 
that the firſt moment of my Love had been the laſt mo- 


ved, BY for her ſervice, and the preſervation of her Life and 
Ma- Liberty,z and when with ſome kind of Juſtice I hopzd 
race for the utmoſt recompence, this ungrate ful Woman be- 
1 trayed her ſelf unworthily to betray me, and precipi- 


tated her ſelf into diſhonour, that ſhe might precipitate 
me into Deſpair. | x | 

Orontes had not confidence enough-to bring forth 
theſe laſt words without letting fall ſome Tears, nor 
had the Queon patience enough to hear them without 
interrupting him. Come tell us Traytor ( ſaid ſhe ) 
tell before theſe Princes what is the Infidelity and -Cru- 
elty I have ſhewed you, let them know whom the 
Gods have ſent as Judges of our differences, by which 
of my Actions have I been capable to deſerve this uſage, 
thou offereſt to a Queen, who had committed no other 
fault, but that ſhe had given her heart too eaſily. Diſ- 
cover here before the face of Heaven thoſe Shames, and 


1 


thoſe Infamies, wherewith thou haſt reproached me, and 


no longer ſpare this Woman, who by the loſs of her Ho- 
= þ 5 | f non 


ment of my Life, for having done ſo many great things *. 


nour has made her ſelf unworthy of thy AﬀeRions, and 
will live no longer after the knowledge of thy ca- 
lumnies. fx felis LT LI Ln RE tbe ns 

If your deſpair ( replied Orontes ) proceed from the 
death of Ale vander, I proteſt by all the Gods, that [| 
contributed nothing towards it, and if thou haddeſt lain 
whole Ages in his Arms I would never bave come to pull 
thee thence: The gallant Voyage you made to renew 
that Ignominious cuſtom, which you ought to have a- 
boliſhed in my favour, was the Tomb of your Repu- 
tation, and made to publick to eſcape the knowledge 
of ſuch an intereſted Lover as Oroztes, and how brave 
a Man ſoever Alexander was, to whom thou madeſt 
that Glorions Preſent, and to beg of him an Inheritrix 
for thy Crown, before he had any affection for thee, 
has fixed an eternal blemith upon thy Honour, and on 
thy Reputation; and the greatneſs of his fortune ought 
not to have raiſed him in thy heart above Orontes. If 
he had Served thee, if he had Loved thee, nay, if he 
had but ſo much as known thee, thy lightneſs would 
have been moreexcaſeable ; If he had come to ſeek thee 
in thy own Country, if he had wooed thee, if he had 
made ſuit for that he had of thee, thy Crime would 
have been leſs Horrible ; but when he never fo much as 
thought of thee, to croſs through ſpacious Provinces to 
go to him, to become a petitioner to embrace his Knees, 
and profer him that which with Juſtice thou mighteſt 
have refuſed to him, though he had fpent his whole Life 
in thy ſervice. Doeſt thou believe Thaleſtris, that theſe 
are light cauſes of affliction, and inconſiderable injuries 
to Orontes., | — 5 | 

He would have enlarged himſelf upon this invective, 
if from the beginning the Queen had not changed to a 
mortal paleneſs, and if within a while after ſhe had 
not fallen in a Swoon in Lyſimachns his arms: Theſe 
words were ſo cruel to her, that ſhe. was not able to 
bear them without fainting ; and the Princes were fo 
ſenſibly troubled at it, that they could not but behold 
Orontes with an accuſing eye, and himſelf in deſpite of 
his reſentments was very mearly touch'd with grief to 
Fe the Queen reduced to ſo piteous a condition by his 
reproaches ; At laſt by the endeavours of Hippolita ſhe 


ame to her ſelf again, and ſeeking Orontes with eyes, 
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you bad reaſon ( faid ſhe Orontes) you had reaſon to 
forſake me, if your ſuſpicions be juſt, and after this in- 


famy you reproach me with, I am indeed unworthy, 


both of your Love and of your Eſteem, but if you had 
loved me, and if in the converſation we had together, 


you found my heart no ways enclined to ſuch a baſeneſs, 
you ought to have ſought for more manifeſt proofs, before 


you had come to ſuch an extremity : I will not endea- _ 
your to put you out of that cruel opition, you have of 


me, you do not deſerve that I ſhould go about to juſti- 
fie my ſelf to you; The baſeſt and moſt ingrateful of 
all Men living; neither will 1 invoke the Gods, nor 
call the teſtimony of Men to clear me before you, but 
but for the repoſe of my own Conſcience, and the pre- 
ſervation of my Honour, it ſuffices, that there are no 
Witneſſes that can prove my Crimes, and that my In- 
nocence hath ſo many, and thoſe ſuch Eminent perſons, 
that their Authority may ſettle the belief of it through 
the whole world. * . | 
Orontes half perſwaded of the Queens Innocency, both 
by her words and actions, upon which he began to re- 
flect, was giving attentive ear to her diſcourſe when 
it was interrupted by Ptolomeus. | | 

If you complain d againſt this vertuous Queen ( {aid 


the Prince) and have no other reaſons, than what you 


have mentioned, they are groundleſs and unjuſt, and I 
my ſelf with a great number of others can proteſt to 
You before all the Gods, that ſhe is innocent of thoſe 


_ faults, you have charged her with. If her coming to 


our Camp was evil interpreted by ſuch as never came 
near the Kings perſon, all the Princes, and all the 


Commanders of note knew the true cauſe of her com- 


ing thither, and can aſſuredly teſtifie, that ſhe never 
had a moment of private converſation with Alexander, 
in the day they never talked together, but in the fight 


of a number of perſons, and as for the night it will be 


eaſie for me to prove, that by reaſon of the miſtruſt the 
King had at that time of ſome about him; Hipheſtion, 
Perdicas, Createrius, Leonatus and my ſelf lay in his 
Chamber every night during the Queens ſtay in our 
Camp, and if you doubt this truth from me ask Perdi- 
cas or Leonatus of your own Party, whoſe report can- 
not be ſuſpected of partiality- "ORE = 
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Lame to her ſelf again, and ſeeking Orontes with eyes, 
voa 


nour has made her ſelf unworthy of thy Affections, and 
will live no longer after the knowledge of thy ca- 
lIumnies. 


If your deſpair (replied Orontes) proceed from the 


death of Ale vander, I proteſt by all the Gods, that 
contributed nothing towargs it, and if thou haddeſt lain 


whole Ages in his Arms I would never bave come to pull 
thee thence: Thegallant Voyage you made to renew 


that Ignominious cuſtom, which you ought to have a- 


boliſhed in my favour, was the Tomb of your Repu- 


tation, and made to publick to eſcape the knowledge 
of ſuch an intereſted Lover as Oroztes, and how brave 
a Man ſoever Alexander was, to whom thou madeſt 
that Glorious Preſent, and to beg of him an Inheritrix 
for thy Crown, before he had any affection for thee, 
has fixed an eternal blemith upon thy Honour, and on 
thy Reputation; and the greatneſs of his fortune ought 
not to have raiſed him in thy heart above Orentes. If 


he had Served thee, if he had Loved thee, nay, if he 


had but ſo much as known thee, thy lightneſs would 
have been moreexcuſeable ; If he had come to ſeek thee 
in thy own Country, if he had wooed thee, if he had 
made ſuit for that - he had of thee, thy Crime would 
have been leſs Horrible ; but when he never ſo much as 


thought of thee, to croſs through ſpacious Provinces to 


go to him, to become a petitioner to embrace his Knees, 
and profer him that which with Juſtice thou mighteſt 
have refuſed to him, though he had fpent his whole Life 
in thy ſervice. Doeſt thou believe Thaleſtris, that theſe 
are light cauſes of affliction, and inconſiderable injuries 
to Orontes, 5 5 

Ne would have enlarged himſelf upon this invective, 
if from the beginning 'the Queen had not changed to a 


mortal paleneſs, and if within a while after ſhe had 


not fallen in a Swoon in Lyſimachus his arms: Theſe 
words were ſo cruel to her, that ſhe was not able to 
bear them without fainting ; and the Princes were ſo 
ſenſibly troubled at it, that they could not but behold 
Orontes with an accuſing eye, and himſelf in deſpite of 
his reſentments was very mearly touch'd with grief to 


Fe the Queen reduced to ſo piteous a condition by his 


reproaches ; At laſt by the endeavours of Hippolita ſhe 
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you had reaſon ( aid ſhe Orontes) you had reaſon to 
forſake me, if your ſuſpicions be juſt, and after this in- 


famy you reproach me with, Jam indeed unworthy, 


both of your Love and of your Eſteem, but if you had 
loved me, and if in the converſation we had together, 
you found my heart no ways enclined to ſuch a baſeneſs, 
you ought to have ſought for more manifeſt proofs, before 
you had come to ſuch an extremity : I will not endea- 
your to put you out of that cruel opitzon, you have of 
me, you do not deſerve that I ſhould go about to juſti- 
fie my ſelf to you; The baſeſt and moſt ingrateful of 
all Men living; neither will I invoke the Gods, nor 
call the teſtimony of Men to clear me before you, but 
but for the repoſe of my own Conſcience, and the pre- 
ſervation of my Honour, it ſuffices, that there are no 
Witneſſes that can prove my Crimes, and that my In- 
nocence hath ſo many, and thoſe ſuch Eminent perſons, 
that their Authority may ſettle the belief of it through 
the whole world. T | | | 
Orontes half perſwaded of the Queens Innocency, both 
by her words and actions, upon which he began to re- 
flect, was giving attentive ear to her diſcourſe when 
it was interrupted by Prolomens, | | 
If you complain d againſt this vertuous Queen ( {aid 


the Prince) and have no other reaſons, than what you 


have mentioned, they are groundleſs and unjuſt, and I 
my ſelf with a great number of others can proteſt to 
vou before all the Gods, that ſhe is innocent of thoſe 


faults, you have charged her with. If her coming to 


our Camp was evil interpreted by ſuch as never came 
near the Kings perſon, all the Princes, and all the 


Commanders of note knew the true cauſe of her com- 


ing thither, and can aſſuredly teſtifie, that ſhe never 


had a moment of private converſation with Alexander, 


in the day they never talked together, but in the ſight 


of a number of perſons, and as for the night it will be 


eaſie for me to prove, that by reaſon of the miſtruſt the 
King had at that time of ſome about him; Hipheſtion, 
Perdicas, Createrius, Leonatus and my ſelf lay in his 
Chamber every night during the Queens ſtay in our 
Camp, and if you doubt this truth from me ask Pera:- 


cas or Leonatus of your own Party, whoſe report can- 


not be ſuſpected of partiality- Ws 
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No Orontes ( ſaid the Queen with a faint voice) ask no 
body concerning a thing, wherein you no longer have 
any Intereſt, live ſtill in your opinion, and let me alone 
in mine, which is that no Man in the World is ſo unwor- 
thy as your ſelf of thoſe Favours you have received from 
me ; 1 wiſh 1 could redeem them with my Blood, and 


though they never paſt the bounds of decency, yet are 


they very mach to be blamed, becauſe I granted them to 
fo baſe and ſo ingrateful a perſon, call away the re- 
membrance of them, as J caſt away the aſſaulting any 
more a life, which to my ſhame was heretofore dearer 
to me, than my own : Now you neither deſerve my ha- 
tred, nor my love, and my heart ſhall never be capa- 
ble of any ching towards you, but indifferency or 
Scorn. a 
Ibis alteration of the Queens ſtile and humour, fo 
different from her former ſtruck Orontes to the heart, 
he verily believed from all theſe concurring Circum- 
ſtances, that ſhe was innocent, and that his reproaches 
were unjuit, and began to open his eyes as a perſon, who 
had been long in blindneſs, and to acknowledge that 
with much cruelty and-injuſtice, he had ſlandered a 
Princeſs, whom he had ſo entirely loved, entreating Prince 


Oroondates to interceed with the Queen, who was taking 


Horſe to be gone, that ſhe would ſtay and hear him a 
few moments, he with ſome difficulty prevailed 
Orontes coming towards her with his Arms a croſs, and 


a dejected Countenance, he declared with much ſubmiſ- 


ſion, how he heard that fatal news (that had led him 
into ſo great an error, and been the cauſe of ſo many mi- 
ſeries to him ) from the Women, that returned with her 
from Alexander, who ſpread it loudly with much joy 
in her Army, which he Commanded then in Cappadocia ; 


but for ſo raſh a credulity he could now expect no 


Pardon of the Crimes, he had committed ; and words 


being but poor to make reparation for ſuch Slanders, as 


he had unjuſtly caſt upon her, he would attone them with 
his Blood. Having faid this, he ſaddainly drew his 
Sword, and had fallen on the point of it to end his life 
in her preſence, but that Oroondates graſped him about 
with ſo ſtrong arms, that his ftrogling was in vain, . 


This 


and 
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This action, and his ſorrowful repentance moved ſome 
compaſſion in the Queen towards him, and willing to 
draw Orontes out of his deſpair, without engaging herfelf. 

If i deſired your death (laid f};e) I would not have given 
over my purpoſe of killing you; That puniſhment is too 
ſhort for the expiation of your offences, live there- 
Tre, and inſtruct your ſelf better in the actions of my 
life, than you have hitherto done, but abſent your ſelf 
for ever from this Light and infamous Woman, who 
has made her ſelf unworthy of you by her baſe Actions; 
ſhe no ſouner ended theſe words, but mounting her 

Horſe ſhe rod away without ſtaying for his reply. 0-0- 
ondates would have perſwaded Orontes to have gone with 
him to the Camp, promiſing to obtain the Queens par- 


c don for him, and to make his peace with her, but heat- 
terly refuſed it, nor could he obtain any more ere 
0 they parted than obliging Orontes to promiſ him by 
5 Cu, not to uſe any violent ways to deſtroy his own 
. ife. | 32 
8 The Princes being returned to the Camp, Oroondates 
0 to his Inexpreſſible Joy and Satisfaction heard, that the 
t Princeſs his Siſter was returned to Pole mons Houle, at- 
a ter he had been ſo much afflicted for her unaccountable 
ce abſence, as ſeparating from him at the ſight of a Letter, 
g when his wounds left him not in a condition to follow 
A her, and ſhe no ſooner heard, he was in his Tent, but ſhe 
d came thither with ſeveral Ladies, and at this happily be- 
d ing reſtored to each other, they embraced with great joy 
iſ- and tenderneſs of affection; and the Prince being deſt- 
m rous to hear the remaining paſſages of her life, when all 
i except ſhe, himſelf, and 4— 0 ada were retired, ſetting 
er down ſhe obliged them with her recital of them. 
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The Continuati! 
of Bernice. 
N the firſt actions of my Life, which I recounted to you. 
you found nothing Criminal, but in what I am now 
going to relate, you will find ſomething not altogether 
fo innocent; the conſideration of which has already cal- 
led ſome Bluſhes into my Cheecks. 


I have already acquainted you with the beginning of 
the King my Fathers Love to Stratonice, and the perſe- 
cutions 1 ſuffered from troubleſome Arſacomes, and ma- 


ny other things, which in this relation I ſhall omit, A- 


bout this time the Nomades and Hyleans fell into a Re- 


bellion, and flew their Governour, againſt whom Prince 


Theodates was ſent with an Army, and routed them in 
ſeveral Battles, recovering the revolted Towns, and e're 


he had quite put an end to this War, he went to the 
King of Scyth:a, highly extolling the valour of a certain 


Stranger, who for the love he bore to him, had put 


himſelf into our Army, and that he had with his ſingle 
per ſon contributed more to our Succeſs, than many Troops 


in conjunction, praiſing his actions at ſuch a rate, as raiſ- 

ed him above humanity, and his Character of this 
Stranger was confirmed by others, who had beep eye 
witneſſes of the Prodigious effects of his Valour, and 
they extolled bis great Virtues, and further told the 
King, that in the Battel he had twice faved Theodatess 


bis Life, and reſtored the wavering Battel, when the 


the Enemies were at the point even of gaining the Vi- 
Rory : They ſaid many other things to his advantage; 
which gained him a high place in the Kings eſteem; an 
the War ended, he returned with Theodates to Iſſeaon, 

where they were received in Triumph, and the King 
who bad been very deſirous to ſee him, received the 

Stranger in his Pallace with many kind expreſſions of 
Sratitude, and acknowledgement of the great Services 
he had done him. I was there when Theodates preſented 


him to kiſs the Kings hand, and caſting my eyes on hint 
| os 8 | | found 
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found him an object charwing enou h, to keep them " 
ed on his face for ſome time. He had agrear deal of 


his body was tall of Stature, and of a firm ſtrongneſs 


in - compoſure, his behaviour was affable and conr- 
teous; but 1 bluſh to dwell up this deſcription of him 


ſo long, and you may perhaps cenſure me of being too 
ſoon taken with the faſhion of his Perſon, and the gal- 
lantry of his Behaviour. Let it ſuffice then, that his 
Perſon was in every thing agreeable with his Actions , 
anh he ſeemed to be nobly deſcended. After the King 
had welcomed him to his Court, and by moſt obliging 


To which after having pauſed a little, and conſulted 
with his Modeſty. RO: adhd ab 4 
Sir, ſaid he, I was born in Bactria, my Parents were 


words teſtified the knowledge, he had of his Virtue, ge 
asked him touching his Country, his Fortune and Birth. 


F 


of conſiderable Extract and Fortune, but the defires of 


Arms puſhed me on to leave them as ſoon as I had 
gained ſome little experience in the Military Art, re- 
ſolving to ſeek Glory in foreign parts. I have hither- 
to made thoſe places my Country, where I believed 1 


might beſt find it; Prince Theodares's Goodneſs ſtaied 


me in your Majeſties Service, and the knowledge, I fince 


me more powerfully init. You could not (replyed 
the King) have happened into any Country, where 
your Virtue ſhould have been more valued than amongſt 


us, you bave already found that Glory you ſeek for, 
and with it a Prince, that will always be ready to ac- 


knowledge your delerts, and recompence the- Impor- 


tant Services you have done him. The Stranger aniwer- 


ed with expreſſious full of Modeſty and ſubmiſſion; 


have had of the Honour, it is to ſerve you, has engaged 


and upon the Kings further requeſt told him, his name 


„„ EG, : +, 
At the name of Ar/aces , Oroondates fighed , and 


changed colour, but he would-not interrupt his Siſter 


in her relation, but entreatedherto proceed. . 
From that day (continued Bernicc) the King began to- 
be very liberal to ne een Penſions and an Equi- 
ting him an Appartment in 
the Palace, he received them without either greedineſs or 


diſdain, and if his gro ing fortune met with ſome that 
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- envied it at firſt, his virtue ſuffered them not to do it 
| 


long, nor had he been many months in Court, e're he 
became the Admiration and Delight of it, and his Ex. 
cellent Qualities won him in a ſhort time the Love e. 
: ven of the rougheſt natures. He abuſed not his good 
. Fortune, and thoſe Dignities, which he ſaw himſelf cal- 
led to without ſuing for, puffed him not up, nor made 
him prouder ; but on the contrary his humour ſeemed 
to be more ſociable, he ſerved ail thoſe, that ſtood in any 
need of it with freeneſs and humbleneſs, uſing his Pow- 
er and Credit with the King to advance thoſe good 
qualities that had gained his E teem ; and though none of 
his actions were guilty of the leaſt blemiſh of Pride; 
yet I obſerved as humble and ſubmiſſive, as he was to 
others, he could never bend his mind to make any ap- 
plication to Ar/acomes, who at that time by the power, 
his Siſter had with the King was the moſt conſid : rahle 
of any Subject. Not but that he paied him thoſe Civili- 
ties, he thought were due to a perſon allied to the King, 
and his peculiar Favorit: Yet Arſacomes concluding 
this neglect as an effect of his Scorn and Contempt > 
him, ſtrove to hinder all that in him lay his growing 
greatneſs, which was due to his Merits, he often ba 
"the King, that it .was-{: m2*4hat a degenerating in the 
Majeſty of the Great King of Scyth:a fo ſoon to raiſe 
a Stranger (altogether unknown to him, but by a few 
ſervices, and one born in his Enemies Territories ) to 
ſuch high Promotions, and to ſhare ſo much of his Fa- 
' vour : But the King not being unſenſible of the Ambiti- 
on of Arſacomes little minded his Invectives againſt a 
Man, whom his own reaſon told him, had well deſerved 
the Favours he beſtowed upon him: And Prince Car. 
-  thafs my Uncle laboring to kinder 4r/acomes his af 
\ Piring, bore up Arſaces yet higher with his friendihip, 
to cioſs his unworthy Rival in the King's Favours, 
Who by the means of his Siſter endeavoured. to eſtab- 
liſh himſelf in my affections as well, as that of my Fa- 
| thers, but found thoſe repulſes and diſappointments 
from me, that gave him but little Affurance, and made 
bim pay mie his viſits the ſeldomer, whilſt I [kunned them 
in private all I could; and the King inſtead of dimimt- 
* thing his favour towards Ar ſaces, viſibly augmented 
it, for my part 1 cannot but ſay his favours heapes 
et BY wy 
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and | believe it was 


plaied moſt harmoniouſly on the Lute, and ſung with 


he ever declined it. 


conclude, it proceeded from his Love to ſome fair Lady 


by 2 igh he fetched as he ended, rather than made or 


„ ro 


choſen by chance, when to ſatisfie my curioſity, Ar/aces 
3 (fjd1) you perform all things with a marvellons ad- 
N vantage; but you will give us leave to ſay, that all our 
” oginions are falſe, if you be exempt of that Paſſion, you 
"> expreſs ſo well. Ar ſaces as if he had been ſurprized at 
1 this diſcourſe, caſt down his head without making 
5 any reply at the firſt words, but ſeeing him ſtricken 
5 with profound ſilence, to awaken him out of it, Ar/z- 


ces (continued I) is it poſſible that you are in Love? 
This put him into ſome Confuſion, yet lifting up his 
head, and looking on me with a baſhful action, Mada 


0 haye lived fo long, and ſeen fo inuch, and not be in Love; 
2 your years are ſo few (anſwered] ) That it is not 


ſtrange, if I ſhould think you have paſſed them, 9 
that Paſſion; beſides I may conclude, that your deſire o 


*- Martial Glory cannot yield to any other Paſſion, Ah 


Madam ( replyed he) with a figh, all other Intereſts 
1 Jig to Love, and mine is ſo noble and ſublime, that 
e ow much ſoever I ſuffer by it, and whatſoever con; 
ſtraints I put upon my ſelf in not Gazing to make it 
known to her I Love, I yet find a ſweetneſs in cheriſh- 
1 Wing it, and bound all my pretenſions within tlie Glory, 
H reap by my Paſſion, without any hope of tlie fruition 


of that Divine Perſon, who is ſo ardently. beloved by 
Pa- þ £ 7 - WS e 
te Abe, and yet is ſo far above my Merit, though never 


ade Man had a more Ambitious Aim, nor ever ſighed tar 
i more Accompliſhed ObjeR : Surely ſaid I, you oeght 


be lo have ſuch qualities as may encour aye you to expeck | 
res In advantagious ſucceſs in your Paſſiofi; thereare or 
beg 9 perſons like Arſaces, and if his hopes be regulated 
Pe fits merit; there is np Fortung, to which lie may 1 


ERASE vw 22 1. _— CY. 


of F 5 
g on that Gallant Stranger was extreamly pleaſing to me; 5 
ü "ea o to all the Ladies of the Court, 
ho took a wonderful delight in his Converſation. He 


zn Angelick Voice; yet in performing this he was {6 
odeſt, tbat unleſs we laid our Commands upon Nm 


We having one day heard him ing a very pleaſant = 
Song, the words touched mie {6 nearly, and made me 


ſaid he, could you think it poſlible, that Arſaces ſhould . 
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66 The Hiſtory 
lawfully pretend : I brought forth theſe words with 


much Innocence, but ſoon perceived it brought forth 


a brightning in his Countenance, and made him re. 


ply with a free aſſurance : This Judgment of your High- 
ne{s, (ſaid he) would be too Glorious for poor Arſaces, 
if it could be drawn from the knowledge, he bath of 


himſelf, and could keep him from diſcerning ; your Ju- 


ſtice from your Goodneis. I am far from that Merit, and 


from that unjuſt hope; but if the Gods had given me 
all their Excellencies, I would yet bound all my preten- 


fions within the Glory of my Paſlion ; it is ſo great, that 


it ſuffers me not to bewail the loſs of my repoſe ; I Love, 
fince you are pleaſed I ſhould confeſs it ; but I Love with 
ſo perfect a knowledge of the party, whom I do Love, 


that I limit all my deſires, and all my hopes in the meer 
ſatisfaction of loving her. 1 
poſe unto my ſelf, and ſo far am | from finding any mi- 


t is the nobleſt end 1 can pro- 


{ery in my condition, that I conſider all manner of pains, 
as the Glorious marks of the higheſt Fortune, a Man can 


aſpire to. If you Love with ſo great a reſignation, . faid 


I, and if you give ſuch ſtrict limits to your Affection, 
you are not of the opinion of thoſe, who hold Love is a 


defire, and propoſing to themſelves an end very diffe- 
rent from that ſatisfaction, you find in yours, turn it in- 


to Intereſt, They who believe, Love is a deſire ( an- 


ſwered Ar/aces ) never knew its nature well, or elk | 


were willing to diſguiſe it thereby, to cover leſs Noble and 
leſs reaſonable Pafſions , I alwaies thought Loye to be 
propenſion of our Souls, or an inward motion, which 


makes us encline rather towards one Object, than to- 
wards another, and on this manner I hold it may be 
produced by the firſt operation of the underſtanding a: 


lone, without help of the Jadgment or Diſcourſe; and 
that conſidering it in the abſtract nakedly and in it ſell, 
it differs from deſire, as the Cauſe Sed Thom, the Effect, 
not but that Detire may take birth after Love, or to ſay 
better, from Love, but that᷑ production is a mark of their 
eiſ:ntia! difference, and that defire being born of Love, 


is indeed an effect of Love, and not Love it ſelf. We 


love a thing becauſe it is beautiful, and after wards we 


deſire it, becauſe we love it, before the birth of defite 
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King, a 


but fee à dejectedueſs in his Countenance ; de had 


upon himſelf, to be Agreeable and Csmplicent ; nor 


* 


Love had ſubſiſted without it, and by tian accidents 


' Defire may die without Loves being extinguiſhed : Cer 
tainly they, who confound theſe two Paſſions, deptive + 


the firſt part of its nobleneſs, and form a knowledge 6 


it to themſelves, which is much more grofs and mate- 
rial than its nature. Love is a Paſſion abſolutely pure, | 


looſened from all thoughts of Intereſt, and I tray true- 
ly proteſt to you, Madam, that th mine I never conſi- 
dered any thing, but the nobleneſs of what I loved; 
2 making ſo much, as a light reflexion upon my 


Ar ſaces diſcourſect on this mamier withſuch à Grace, 


that our ears were ellained to his words, and, we wer 
hearketrng to them with marvellous attention, when the 
2 great Train came into my Chamber; arid 
droke off our pleaſing Converſation, as then being igns- 
rant of his Pretenſions to me, and of any advantage, #- 
faces might draw from what] had ſaid. At the fg f 


Arſacomes, Who came in the Rings Train and comple- 


mented me in his uſual marmer, ] perceived A. ſare⸗ 
much troubled ; he reſented it in a very different mat 
ter from all thoſe other perſons, whott A-/acomes Bhs 
Fortune would not ſuffer to diſapprove his actions; bu, 
at firſt I aſcribed the trouble he ſhewed at #, only 16. 
Complacency, and to his Compaſſion of me; yet aftex 


that time, when he frequented our company, I couldnot. 


part of bis lively humour, though lic ftrove as fuck 
as he could to hide it from ns, by putting a conftramy- - 


did I forbear to tell him of it, innscently offering dich 
my Intereſt to aſſiſt him in his Love, anct uſe my Power 
with any Lady of the Court, if his Aﬀections were fix- 
ed there, and he would be pleafed to truſt me WR 
fo weighty a Seeret. And Arſares (ſaid 1) if you 
continue i this penfive humour, which has lately Teized 
you, you will infe& us with your Melancholy, and 


draw a cloud of ſadneſs on the whole Court; he a9 


ſwered me with great Civility, much to the fame 
2 he before had done; by which J. coald gather Is 
anttle of his intentions. LN 
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Wbilſt things paſſed on this faſhion, the King who 
was Paſſionately in Love with Stratonice, and not able 


to obtain, what he ſo earneſtly deſired of that Crafty 


Princeſs, without Marriage, when he had a long time 


ſtruggled in vain, he reſolved to give her the advan- 


tage of what her Ambition aimed at, and made her 


his Queen, which greatly perplexed me, as knowing 


now I lay more expoſed to the perſecution of Arſaco- 


mes his Love. This Marriage was generally dilappto- 
ved by the Scythians, however the King kept his Wed- 
ding with all the pompous ſolemnities defitting the Mag- 
nificence of ſo great a King; and A-/aces in compliance 
to the King, ſhewed wonderful proofs of his Courage, 
and of his Strength, winning all the Prizes allotted for 


the courſes that were run, in honour of the Nuptials, - 
which redoubled A-ſacomes his envy. Within a few days 


We new Queen came to pay me a viſit, which was not 
on Seating to me, however ſhe performed it very re- 
ſpectfully, and I returned her thoſe Civilities, I thought 
ue to the Wife of my Father, and of my King; but 
hearing of ber intendments, at another time to bring 
Arſacomèes with her, I to avoid that viſit, retired wit 


Cylenia my faithful Maid, and went into the moſt foli- 


tary Walks of the Garden, where amongſt other things, 
falling into diſcourſe about Ar ſuces, and I pittying the 


Melancholly eſtate, his Love had reduced him to, and 


"wondering, who it ſhould be, on whom he had ſettled 


ſo ſtrong an affection, Cylenia, on a ſuddain, fixing her 


eyes upon my face, half ſmiling, Madam, ( ſaid ſhe ) 
will you pardon me a folly, which 1 cannot refrain my 


ſelf from telling you; There are but few offences (re- 


plyed 1) for which thou mighteſt not hope for pardon 
In this belief ** ſhe) I will preſume on 
a buſinels to tell you, that if Arſaces be in Love, I believe 


from me, 


it is only with the Princeſs Bernice, With me Fool (ſaid 
1) putting ber back with my hand, yes ( added e) 
even with your ſelf, and if you you have taken the pains 


< 


will be butgittie different from mine; In what place ſo- 


ver zou are, his eyes continue allwaies fixed on your 
_, Mee; he comes not near you without ſighin , tremb- 
5 As, «rd changing colour, 2d he ſpeaks of the . 
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to obſerve his diſcourſe, and his actions, your thoughts 
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Part III. of Caſſandra. ä 
be loves, with ſuch a ſubmiſfion, and fo profound à 
feſpect, as can be due to none, but your ſelf _ | 

This diſcourſe of Cy/lenia's made me reflect upon his 
actions, in which I truly found ſomething that agreed 
with her opinion, and examining many words he had 
ſpoken, I began to give ſome credit to her ſuſpition; 
pet did I make a difficulty of confeffing it to her, and 

after J had continued a good while without reply: I 
not believe (ſaid 1) Arſaces ever had a thought of me, 
in the way you 9 ; and indeed it would trouble me 
much, if 1 ſhould be obliged to baniſh à Man forever 
from my "ht, whom his Virtue makes me infinitely to, 
eſteem : I ſaw by Cyllenias action, ſhe was troubled, 
ſhe had faid ſo much, when ſhe perceived I was di- 
ſturbed, and offended at it, and looking on me with 
a face leſs confident than before, what, Madam, (laid 
ſhe) if Arſaces were guilty of no other Crime than 
loving and adoring you, without fo much as opening his. 
mouth to. te!l it you, would you baniſh him forever, 
why do you doubt it? ( ſaid ) nay then (replyed ſhe). 
I'll alter my conceit of poor Arſaces, and believe he 
never. mingled any thing of his Love with the profound' _ 
Reverence and Reſpects he pays you. I will believe ſo 
with you (added I ſeriouſſy) and I had rather a great 
deal be of that opinion than another, which. would force 
the inclination Fe to wiſh him very well, and inſtead, 
of that conſtrain me to hate him. goes 

Whilſt we were diſcourſing on this manner, coming 
to a little Arbour, to my great ſurprize, we found Ar. 
laces allzep ; yet Pohing whit fome tears burſt through 
his cloſed eyelids, and at a little diſtance from him lay a, 
picture Caſe, which Cyllenias curioſity made her take 
up, and preſent to me, ſaying, that perhaps, by this I 
might make ſome diſcovery of Ar/aces's Love,l opened it 
trembling, and was but too well confirmed in. what 
TſuſpeRted, when in a Picture, I faw the very face, which 
my glaſs repreſented ro me every morning, at which 
ſipht Jam not able to tell you, whether my Grief, A: 
foniſhment, or Anger was greateſt, and though the laſt 
belittle predominate in my nature; yet Fconfels, that in 
this encounter J was ſeized with all of them. *Tis cer- 
fain, that J had a very particular eſteem for 4-/aces,and, 
tdat | found no other defect in him, fave that of his qua- 

JJ . 3, 


70 The Hiſtory | 


lity, which could diſcourage him - from raiſing his 
thoughts to the greateſt Princes upon Earth, but that 


obſcurity of, his birth, made me conceive thoſe teſtimo- 


nies of his affections, as mortal injuries, and looking on 
his preſumption as a blemiſh, that was able to deſtroy 
all that was good and conſiderable in him, the favoura- 


dle opinion I had of bim made me really forry for his 


fault. Whulſt J was in theſe made Ar ſaces awaked 
and. ſeeing himſelf ſurprized, roſe up holding his hand 


before his Face, to hide his bluſhes. He was about to ad. 
dreſs him to me, but I haſted away with ſuch a diſturbed 


action, that he eaſily perceived, I was diſpleaſed with 
him, and was copied in the cauſe, when he faw 
his Picture Caſe in Cyllenias hand, who ſtaid behind by 
my order, to command him, he ſhould never preſume to 
preſent himſelf before me. He took this Sentence (| as 
the after teld me) for the cruelleſt thing, that had ever 
befallen him in his life; yet proteſted to obey me, when 


pauſing a little, he entreated her with tears in his eyes, 


and the ſaddeſt action imaginable, that ſhe yet ( though 


he acknowledged my Sentence moſt juſt, and leſs than 
his preſumption deſerved ) would uſe her intereſt with 
me, to let him ſee me once more before his departure, to 
tell me ſomething, that very nearly concerned wy repoſe 
that in the Audience, I ſhould give him, he would inter- 
mingle nothing of his Love, but thereupon immediate 
ly depart without murmur ing. COW TAS | 
When Cyllenia followed me to my Clofet, where! 
vas netired with great perplexity of mind, and told me 
his earneſt yr 4 I Fall into ſuch a Paſſion, and my 
countenance was {ſo changed, that for a time ſhe durſt 
nat make any farther mention of it; but When my car 
mer temger returned, ſhe uſed ſo many reaſons, - and 0 
many arguments, that putting a ſtrong en, upon 
mx ſelf, at laſt Ker ps be ruled by her; yet ix was 
ſtcveral days [ in all which time he carefully avoided 
my preſence (e're J could ſettle my ſelf to ſee bim, 
when. going to the ſame Arbour, within a little while 
be came thither: At the fight of him I changed colour, 
and looked upon him with different thoughts, and eyes, 
an ook I had done before, and feeling already a remorſ 
tor whar J had yielded to, I was unreſolved, whether! 
would ſtay, or go, before J had heard him; in the meat 


while 
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while be fell on his Knees before me, and looking on mne 


with eyes, in which his paſſion was painted to the life: 


Fear not, Madam, ſaid he, that I will abuſe the favour 


you do me; and if my follies are known to you, re- 


member if you pleaſe, that I contributed no other waies 
to that knowledge, than by iny misfortune, and that 
you can neither accuſe my tongue, nor my affections 
of the offence, I have committed : I knew to well what 
was due to you from miſerable 4-ſaces, and I know well, 
with how much Juſtice you are exaſperated againſt him, 


to juſtifie my Crime, neither is it with that intention 


I beg theſe laſt proofs of your Goodneſs, but I deſired this 


Audience before my departure, that J might tell ven 


ſom? news, which it is very requiſite, you ſhould know, 
and in which without doubt you will find ſome fa- 
tisfaction. e n 
Arſaces would have continued his diſcourſe, when I 
commanded him to riſe, and when he had obeyed me, he 
began again in this manner; Here Oroondates ( impati- 
ent of hearing her any longer, and had hearkned' with 
much diſturbance to all ſhe had ſaid ) interrupted her, 
and looking up with an angry action; Is it your pleaſure 
then (ſaid he) Great Gods, that I ſhonld perſecute Ar- 
ſaces, not only as an enemy to Oreondates, but alſo as # 
Traytor to Bernice. The Princeſs was ſurpriſed at theſe 
words, and turning towards him, Brother, faid the, of 
what Crimes, and of what infidelity do you accuſe Ar. 
ſac es, to whom we have ſo great obligations; 'Sifter, 
replyed the Prince, extreamly moved, Ar/aces has re 


ined me, and has betrayed you, he is amongſt our ene- 


mies, our particular enemie, and it is both for your in- 


terelk, and my own, that I muſt give him that death, 
| Which twice in our Combates he has already avoided, | 


The Princeſs amazed at theſe words, was going a 
bout to defire her Brother to explain himſelf, when 
their converſation was haſtily broke of, by a terrible 
noiſe they heard, and faw Toxaris come running inte 
the Tent almoſt breathleſs, crymg, Arm, Arm, Sir, the 
enemy is at hand. Upon this the Prince of Seyth; 42 delay- 


ed not to put on his Armour, and went to the door of 
the Tent” with his Sword in his hand, where he inſtant- 


ly faw the cauſe of all the diſturbance, one Man alone 


gallantly Armed and Mounted had ſtruck a terror into 
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whole Troops; he had deſpiſed the Out · guards, who 


would have oppoſed his paſſage, and forcing his way 
through the midſt of them like Lightning, had made 
his Horſe leap over the Trenches, and advancing to- 


' Wards the Tents with ſuch a Caring raſhneſs, as was e- 


nough to winn belief, that ſome ſtrange deſpair had 
armed him againſt all the apprehenſions of death; he had 
ſaughtered or diſperſed all that oppoſed him, till he 


came near Oroondates his Tent, which was the neareſt, 


where caſting his eyes upon the Princeſs Bernice, who 
had followed her Brother to the door trembling, he 
lifted up his hands and head towards Heaven, when diſ- 
calling his fury by a terrible Cry, and by a threat- 
ning action, he leaped from his Horſe to aſſault Oroonda- 
tes Without advantage, and running at him with his 
Sword drawn made him ſufficiently know, that it 
was only for his conſideration, he had broken the 
Trace, and brought War alone into the Camp of his. 


Oroondates knew this gallant Man preſently by dy 
vers marks, and thank't the Gods for that ſo wiſked 


Encounter, when meeting him with an. equal fury, a 


cruel Combate began between them. They laied on ſuch 
mighty blows as made the Spectators tremble, though 


the blindneſs of their rage made them think of neither 


fight nor skill, whilſt their Armour gave way to the 
force of their Swords, and the blood flowed in abun- 


FE from their wounds; Bernice, Araxis and many 


{ 


. 
\ 


ers made Prayers for Oroondates, but none of them 


durſt undertake any way to aſſiſt him, as knowing his 


Generoſitie and his Humour; at laſt the Warriors 
throwing downtheir Swords in an inſtant, grapled with 


their Arms, and after ſome ſtruggling came to the ground, 
like two mighty Collouſes, making the Earth tremble 


with their fall, when having rouled about, crimſoning the 


SGraſs with their blood, for a while, and neither able to 


get the advantage, they roſe in an inſtant, and betook 
them again to their Swords, when a Soldier, coming be- 
hind A-/aces run his Javeling into his back, where the 


head broke off, and remained in his body, Oroondates 


who beheld this action with unſpeakable grief ran. to 


him who bad given him that. ſhameful a iſtance, but 
Anſaces prevented the puniſhment he intended him, by 


ſpring: 


% 
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ſaringing upon him, that had ſo treacherouſly wounded 
| l with: a llt of his Sword cut his Arm off by the 
ulder, and then returned upon Oroondates, but his 
8 ſtrength began to fail him, and he was ſo weakned by that 
laſt wound, that having ſtaggered three or four ſteps he 
b fell to the ground, and Oroondates enraged at the iſſue 
of this Combate, wherein he ſaw ſo little Honour, had 


like to have turned his Sword againſt himſelf, to blot 
out the ſhame he had received; he commanded bis 


enemy ſhould be immediately taken up and carried into 
t his Lent, not permitting. the Chirurgeons to dreſs. his 
2 own wounds, though great, till they had done that 
5 good office to the Stranger. * 
5 Ar ſaces, after a while coming to himſelf, and finding 
5 be was in his enemies Tent, and told of the good offices 
t he did him, cryed out, Ah Fortune, this is too much, 
0 and this obſtinacy thou ſheweft me, is full of inhumani- 
8 ty and injuſtice; thou laboureſt for my Confuſion, as 
much as my enemies Glory, but the Gods forbid, I ſhould 
WM longer make uſe of thy falſe relief, and that I ſhould pro- 
d long my life, if I cannot do it but by the mercy and aſſi- 
a ſtance of my enemy; then thruſting the Chirurgeons 
h back, and refuſing their aſſiſtance: Go (ſaid he) and 
h tell him that ſent you, 1 had rather looſe my life, than 
r owe it ſo often to him, and that it was only to aſſail his, 
ie came into the Camp; but ſince he ſo well knows how 
n- to defend it, let him ſuffer him to die without over- 
y whelming him with Shame and Confuſton, who cannot 
m ſuffer him to live ſo long, as he is alive, nor could they 
is 22 him to accept of their aſſiſtance, till they told 
8 is enemy expected no other advantage by the good of. 
th fices he did him, but that he might recover, and fo 
d, the Combate might be ended, with more Glory; 
le upon this condition I accept your aſſiſtance, faid he, 
he and will conſerve my life if poſſible, to keep him from 
to believing, I am afraid to diſpute it once more with him, 
k and then with extream torment to their Patient they 
e. made Inciſion, and got the head of the Javelin out 
he of his Body, which gave them hopes of his re- 
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Oroondates being certain, that the wounded Stranger 
was Arſaces, would fay nothing of it, for fear of giving 
an alarum to his Siſter, who by her Story he found bore 
him a great deal of goodwill, deferring to let her know 
the truth, till time ſhould afford him a fitter opportuni- 
ty, and the Chirurgeons being deſired by Arſaces not 
to permit any viſits, they put thoſe off, that would have 
paid them (in conſideration of his Merit and Valour) 
upon. the account of the dangerous condition he was in, 
and that it would be very prejudicial to his recovery 

2 any diſcourſe with him; yet he tormented him 
.Flf with violent conflicts, when he remembred the in- 
conſtancy of Bernice. And Oroondares, who had 
taken his Bed, and was in a little better Condition, was 
not behind him in that perturbation, when he called to 
mind the Levity of Statira, they uttered many grio- 
veous complaints, and had taken little regard of their re- 
coveries, had not deſire of Revenge prompted them to it. 
In the mean while the Princeſs Bernice was greatly af- 
flicted, when the reflected on her Brothers laſt words 
about Arſaces, which ſhe interpreted no leſs, than his in- 
conſtancy, and that not baving heard from him ofa long 
time, ſhe concluded he bad forſaken her for ſome other 
Beauty, and tenderly .weeping- If A-ſaces ( ſaid ſhe) 
has fotfaken me, there is no more fidelity to be hop?d for 
in Mankind, and 1 can hardly believe, he has done it 
without powerful reaſons to per ſwade him to it; with- 
out doubt I was not lovely enough to keep his affections 
longer, but he had done much, ani I dare ſay, had ſut- 
fered too much for me to open his eyes ſo ſuddenly, and 
do the knowledge of my defects: I for his fake 
have committed tawlts, which perhaps will never be 
forgiven by ſevere Judges of my actions; yet I may ſay, 
that I never by any of my actions gave him a juſt cauſe to 
repent of WGA__M -A TI 7: 
__ Whilſt Bernice was thus mournfully diſcourſing to her 
 Klfin this remoteſt Corner of her Brothers Chamber, A. 
{aces hearing the was there, his impatiency tranſporting 
bim to die in her preſence, made him riſe in the weak con- 
dition he was, and putting on a looſe Garment, he er. 
tered that Chamber, leaning on a Staff, to the great ſur- 
priſe of Lyſimachus, Thaleſtris and others preſent. The 
Pxinceſs Bernice had no ſooner caſt her eyes upon _, 
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but ſhe immediately knew him, notwithſtanding his 
wonderful pailneſs ; yet whether it were by reaſon of 


ber exceſſive aſtoniſhment , or the remembrance of her 


others words, inſtead of running to meet him wich o- 
— arms, ſhe continued ſitting — Chair, and appear- 


eld ſcarce capable of Senſe, or Motion, at ſo unexpected 


an encounter. „ | 
Arſaces being come reaſonably near the Bed, where 
Oroondates Was, found himſelf ſo weak, that ſinking 
down into a Chair, and caſting his eyes on Oroondates 
and the Princeſs : I come not (ſaid he with a very feeble- 
voice) O happy Lovers, to diſturb your contentments, 
nor to oppoſe a Fortune, which my Rival hath built upon 
the ruine of mine, although he poſſeſſes it with injuſtice, 
he has made hunſelf worthy of it by his Virtue, and 


| ſhould be ingrateful to the effects of his generoſity, if I 


ſhould ſtill perſiſt in the deſign I had againſt his Life. 
I come O Bernice (continued he, fixing his eyes on 


the Princeſs ) both to vent my laſt reproaches, againſt 


our Infidelity, and to deliver up that Life atyour 
feet, which I fo blind] gave you. I will neither put you 


in mind of your Oaths, nor what you owe to my Ser- 


vices, it will ſuffice me, to tell you, that by, your ſhame- 
ful inconſtancy, you make your ſelf inworthy of your 
Birth, and of Ar/aces Fidelity, The Gods, if they be juſt, 
will never ſuffer it to go unpuniſhed ; and to render you 
yet mare guilty towards them, I lay this life to your 
charge, which to t le prejudice of my Eſtate, of all my 
Friends, and even of my Honour, I had abſolutely refign- 


ed unto your will; wherefore through a lawful deſpair 


Lbere accompliſh the Sacrifice, 


> 


As he ended theſe Words he drew a Dagger out of the 


Place where he had concealed it, and lifted: it up ſo ſud- 


dainly, that he had certainly ſtabbed himſelf to the Heart, 


if Lyſimachus had not catcht hold on his Arm, and wreſt- 


ed it from him, in the weak condition he was in and whilſt 
the reſt of the Company were in a marvellous Confuſion 
at this action, Orcondates thruſting his head à good 
Way out of the Bed, and looking ſteadfaſtiy on the 
face of Arſaces, O Artabaſus (cryed he) QOxyartes, 
15 not this the face and voice of poor Artaxerxes? A 
theſe words Afſaces turned his head,, and looking on 
the face of Oroondates (which till then the darkness = 

renn the 


26 The Hifoy Part Il 


the place where he lay, and the blindneſs of his paſſion had : 
hindered him from diſcerning ) he ſent forth a loud ( 
cry, and riſing from his Chair, crept to the bedſide , N 
where he ſunk down upon the Prince of Scythia : 1 
O Oroondates ( cryed he) my deareſt Brother, is [ 
it yon? Theſe words, and this action would abſolnte- n 
ly have perſuaded the Prince and the reſt of the Company, Ml " 
that the valiant Arſaces was na other than Prince A, 


*axerexes, if they had not remembred that eight years F 


had circled, ſince their eyes beheld him ſlain in the Bat. * 
tel of Silena. In the mean while Oroondates received al 
dis embraces with an inexpreſſible amazement, when: 0 
O my eyes, and ears, (ſaid he) with what illuſions to 
do you abuſe me then, caſting his eyes on the Princeſs fa 
dis Siſter, and ſhe being willing to remove his doubts, * 
ſaid, nay Brother, it is Prince Artaxerexes without il- bi 
lafion ; yes deareſt Brother (added Arſaces) I am Af. ſt 
raxerexes,and if you love me, ſtill methinks you ſhould Pc 
not find it ſo hard a matter, to know my face. This fe 
made Oroondates look more earneſtly on a Man, who had | do 
been accounted dead in the opinion of all 41a, and at MI 
laſt breaking filence: If I believe, ſaid he, that the Ge 
dead could recover the lives, which they had loſt, 1 155 
ſhould infallibly take you for Prince Artaxerexes; you Cc 
have all his Features, you have all his actions, and it is b 05 
bis valour, I ſhould better know him, than by all theſe Mu 
marks; but alaſs that happineſs would be ſo great, that r. 
dare not raiſe my thoughts to it. ri 
Artaxerexes was not flain (replyed he) but had a. 
deſtiny in Scythia, directly like to that, you had in Per- Tt 


fa; 1 have concealed my ſelf to the whole world, except 
to my Princeſs and Theodates only; and it is by her fa- 
vour, I hope to recover my former place in the affections 
of my dear Oroondates, As ſoon as this belief was ſet- 
tled in the mind of the Prince of Scythia, it produced 
{ach violent effects there, that he had like to have died 
with an exceſs of Contentment, his Cheeks were inſtant- 
ly bathed with ſtreams of tears, and his joy broke forth 
into ſuch paſlionate expreſſions, as made others ſhed 
tears to bear him company; all language is too,weak to 
repreſent a part of what paſſed in this encounter, never 
had Mien been ſo paſſionately beloved of one another, 
and never had an real death been. deplored with fo many 
SEPT EIS. „„ 1 
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Tears, as the ſuppoſed Death of Artaxerxes had been by 
Oroondates: O Gods, (ſaid he, raiſing his Voice) how 
many bleſſings do you ſend me at once, you give me 
not only Artaxerxes, but you reſtore me Statira, whom 
| deſpaired of ! Sratira is not inconſtant, ſince thoſe in- 
nocent favours ſhe gave, was only to her dear Brother, 
which have coſt ſo much Blood. FN 
When theſe tranſports were a little moderated, the 
Prince of Perſia turning towards Bernice, and endea- 
vouring to throw himſelf at her feet: Ah Madam, (faid 
he) what ſhall guilty 4r/aces do to obtain pardon for 
ſo many offences, and with what Blood can he be able 
to waſh out the blemiſhes, he has miſtakenly caſt on your 
fair Reputation. He would have ſaid more, but ſhe 
would not ſuffer him, and forcing Modeſty to embrace 
him - Your faults (ſaid ſhe) are very pardonable, and in- 
ſtead of puniſhing them, I acknowledge them as the moſt 
powerful marks, you could have given me of your Af- 
tection : Ah Siſter, (added Oroondates) how eaſily now 
do I excuſe the Love, you bore to Ar/aces, whom 1 ſo 


nuch hated, and how much are you favoured by the 


Gods in that they have reſerved for you the greateſt and 
moſt accompliſhed Prince on Earth. After this, all the 
Company embraced Artaxerxes with Joy and Admirati- 
on. Nor could the two Princes endure to part fo ſoon, but 
Oroondates cauſed a Bed to be brought into his Chamber 
for his dear Artaxerxes, that he might ſee his Wounds- 
dreſſed with the greateſt care and diligence. 4 


The End of the Sixth Book, | and of the Third 


Pars. 
1 


*. 


CASSANDRA 
AI TORE 


' FOURTH PART, 


A 8 * 


— — a a 2 
—m—_— Py r 


| 


6 
—H — — — — 


BOOK L 


Wilt nothing, but Joy reſounded in the Tent of 
the Prince of Scythia, the Paſſionate Demetrius 

to whom all conſolation was a Stranger, took his ſo- 
litary Walks on the Banks of the Euphrates, and pay: 
ec his Tears in plenteous Showers at the Marble Tomb 
of unfortunate Hermione, when one day, as he was 
walking and muſing in thoughts, he faw a Chariot ftand- 
ing near the River, and heard mournful voices among 
a Thicket of Trees; when to fatisfie his curiofity going 
a little nearer, he ſaw two Women and an aged Man 
fitting on the Graſs; ſhe, whoſe Beauty dazled his Eycs 
had her own drowned. in Tears; he heard her woful 
complainings for exceeding injuries ſhe had received, and 
joſſes ſhe had ſuſtained, without being ſeen of them; 
but he, whoſe Soul was all compoſed of Love and tender 
Compaſſion, could not long forbear to diſcover himſelf, 
and making his Addreſſes in a moſt obliging manner to 
the fair Stranger: Madam, (ſaid he) dry up thoſe pre 
cious Tears, and ceaſe to afflict your ſelf, and be aſſi- 
red, whatever your ſufferings are, you ſhall find that 
Generoſity and Succour among Alexander's Succeſlors, 
as you would have found from that great Prince him 
lf {whom I heard yon mention) were he now alive 
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At theſe Words the Lady, who had a World of Beau- 
and Lovelineſs even in ſorrow, was at firſt a little 
ſurpriz d, but recovering ſome courage, ſhe fixed her 
Eyes on the Princes face, and believed him to be a Per- 
ſon of no mean Quality, wherefore ariſing from the 
Earth, as did thoſe that accompanied her, ſhe returned 
him a Salutation with a Graceful and Majeſtick Deport- 
ment, whilſt he drew near to her with a very low O- 
beiſance, and when he had given her his repeated aſſu- 
rances of Protection and Safety amongſt his generous 
Friends, and making her ſenſible of his Quality, At the 
perſwaſion of the Reverend Man, that waited upon her, 
the was with ſome difficulty contented to embrace his 
generous offer, and in requital of ſo much kindneſs from 
one, that was altogether a Stranger to her, at his ear- 
neſt requeſt ſhe promiſed to relate the cauſe of her Sor- 
row, and of her Misfortune, when 2 themſelves 
on Seats raiſed of Graſſey Turfs, the began on this 
Manner « | | | | 
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II vill notinjure Modeſty, if I ſay, I am born of the 
+ moſt Illuſtrious Blood in the World, as linealy de- 


ſcended from the great Achilles, who after many glori. 


ous Actions, of which few are ignorant, ended his Life 
before the Walls of Troy, and nearly Allied to Ale xan. 
der the Great, to whom now I fled for ſuccour, and for 
reparation of the unſpeakable wrongs, that are done to 
me, but am diſappointed by the Death of that ſtupendiouz 
Conqueror. Prince Facides was my Father, and Phi. 
ria Daughter to Menon, the great Captain of the The ſ 
falians, was my Mother; during my tender years I was 
brought up in the Court of King Alexander my Un- 
cle, who being Childleſs, took ſuch care of my Edu- 
cation as if 1 had been his only Daughter. I will not 
trouble you, Sir, with what paſt in thoſe beginnings of 
bappieſt of my Life, let it ſuffice then, when I was grown 
wy Life, there being little remarkable, tho? it was the 
up, and flattered with the Fame of ſome little Beauty, my 

Uncle left the Government of his Kingdom to m Father, 
whilſt he went with an Army to extend his Conqueſts 
in Italy, when by the ſecret practiſes of Antipater, con- 
trary to the mind of his Maſter, Alexander the Great, 
the Aoloſſes fell into Rebellion, and gathering. a pow- 
erful Army ſwept away ſome Towns, which filled my 
Father with Princely Reſolutions, and haſtned him to 


oppoſe and puniſh their Revolt; but going againſt them 
With a leſſer number of Men, than the cauſe ap. 95; 


he was utterly defeated, and. compell'd to fave himſelf 
and his broken Army within the Walls of Ambracia, 
which the Rebels ſoon beſieged and preſſed it with ſuch 
obſtinacy, that after the loſs of a great many valiant Men 
Famine raged extreamly in the City, the .Enemies 
having ſtopt all the Paſages,by which any ſuccour could 
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come to us, and this diſtreſs made Neoptolemys, who 
was of next Command under my Father, take a bold- 
neſs to demand a requital of his ſervices, at no leſs a 
rate than my being given to him in Marriage; though 1 
had all the averſion in the World to him, but my Fa- 
ther thinking he had ſome higher aim, was unwilling to 
comply with his demands, yet the diitreſs he found h:m- 
ſelf in, and the need of ſuch a Man near him, made him 
not abſolutely deny his requeſt. | 
The Siege held long, and thoſe Succours, that were 
coming to our relief being cut in pieces, all our 
hopes failed, and we were nearly reduced to the 
extremity of falling into the hands of our barbarous 
Enemies, when Heaven ſent us an unexpected aid; for 
when things were reduced to the laſt extremity, and 
ſome thouſands had died by Famine and the Sword to 
our great ſurprize, we ſaw from the Battlements of our 
Walls an Army advancing, to oppoſe which the Enemy 
drew off the greateſt part of their Forces, and by a 
Letter faſtned to an Arrow, ſhot into the City. My Fa- 
ther underſtood who it was that brought him this timely 
Aid, The Contents as I remember were theſe ; 


Agts King of the Lacedemonians to 
Prince Æacides. 


Come to your relief with ten thouſand Græcians, able 
to ſubdue your Rebels; expect an infallible Victory o- 
ver them, and to facilitate it, Sally forth, whilſt we are 
fighting in the Field, and this double Aſſault will without 
doubt put them into diſorder, and I hope, we ſhall in one 

day make an End of the War. 1 


This revived our fading Spirits, and raiſed our droop- - 

ing Courages ſo ſuddainly, that Neoptole mus ſallying, 
felſ upon thoſe, that were left as Guards to the Trenches, 
ORE 19 Fi beating 
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beating them quite beyond them; and a cruel Battle 
was fought, wherein King Agis did Actions, that aſto- 
niſned the Enemy, ſoon putting them into diſor der and 
rout, with the ſlaughter of the greateſt part of then, 
He killed their General hand to hand, and brought ſuch 


Terror where ever he came, ring the Fight, that 
whole Squadrons retreated from his ſingle Arm. This 


glorious Victory obtained, my Father with the chief of 


the City went out to meet his valiant Deliverer, and 
received him with expreſſions full of Acknowledgement 
and Gratitude, conducting him into the City, through 
the Shouts and joyful Acclamations of the People, who 
thronged to ſee him. gy: 

I no ſooner caſt my Eyes upon Agis, but I admired 
the Comely gracefulneſs of his Perſon, which was hardly 
to be matched in the World, he looked lovely even in 
terror and fiexceneſs, whilſt his Arms were all over be- 
ſmeered with Blood, and from that very moment, con- 
feſs to you, that 1 found ſomething fo prevalent over my 
Heart in favour of him, that growing up to greater 
force, it has ever fince troubled the repoſe of my Life. 
He was Royally entertained, and logged in the Palace, 
and in a viſſt he paid me, found fomething ſo winning 
and charming in my Face, that (as he after confeſſed to 
me) he from that inſtant became my Adorer, and after 
that time he often changed colour, and ſighed when be 
came into my preſence, fixing his Eyes ſo ſtedfaſtly on 
mine, that I often was conſtrained to turn them away, 
and hide as well as I could thoſe innocent Bluſhes, that 
in ſpite of all reſiſtance erimſoned o're my Face, but he 
thought it not fit to diſcover his Paſſion, till he had 
abſolutely freed Epirus from an Enemy, that yet 
threatned it with ruin, by rallying their broken 
Forces, and recruiting them to an Army, that was ſuf 
ciently able to take the Field again. He propoſed this to 
#acides, who highly approved his deſign, and fo draw. 
ing ont his Forces, and being joyned by the Epirots un. 


der the Command of Theogeves , (this Reverend old 


Man you fee here with me, whoſe Quality is confide' 
rab'e in Epirus, and whoſe Experience in War has {iz 
nalized itſelf enough to ſpread his Name beyond tilt 
Hints of his Country) he came to take his leave of we. 
feceived bim with grateful Acknowledgements of ee 
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* vice he had done us, and prayed for his ſucceſs and ſafe- 
q ty, in what he was now about to enterprize; and tha 
ui Vidory,which uſually waited on his Sword, 0 
ry my wiſhes and deſires. He ſoon defeated our Enemies, 
at with the ſame facility he had done it at firſt, reducing 
lis all the revolted Towns to their Obedience, and ſettling 
of un Univerſal quiet throughout the Kingdom, fo that up- 
d on his return, a Conqueror Crowned and Shaded with a 
it freſh Lawrels of Victory, he was received in Triumph, 
oh And now he thought, he might lawfully pretend to a 
E Paſſion for me, when one Day my Father expreſling 
the high Obligations, he had to him, and wiſhing it 
ed were in his power, to make him any recompente. for the 
ly Services, he had done him, with all the valuable things 
in he had in the World; RET on "OUT IHE 
bh - Azis laying hold of this opportunity, Sir, (aid he) 
"a what I have done for you, 1 did out of Duty, and as 1 
my was obliged to an Allie, and out of the conſideration of 
ter Wl Glory, but if FOO will ſuffer me to conſider my own 
fe WI lntereſt, and if you judge me worthy of ſome recom- 
ce, Ml pence, give me leave to demand it, and to hope particy- 
ns WY larty for it from your ſelf. By all the Gods, (cryed_ 
|; WY £ac:des. lifting up his Hands towards Heaven,) King 
ter As ſhall never pretend to any thing from me, which 
de hall not be granted him, and J ſhall not think my ſelf 
on less happy in requiting bis great obligations, than | 
a0 have been in receiving them. If it be ſo ( replied Agi 
hat with a contented look) 1 am the moſt glorious and the 
- he moſt fortunate of all Men living, and fince it is nor 
hag I poſlible for me to conceal any longer the favour, I defire 
ye: f you, I demand a price, which is infinitely above my 
Ken bervice, and that is no other thing, but your permiſſion, 
uff. to ſerve the Princeſs Deidamia. 4 7 
50 , All the Company were ſurprized at this demand , R 
an. rides was aſtoniſhed, and I was ſtricken into a confu- 
un. Won which Fam not able to repreſent, at laſt my Fa- 
od Wir recovering from his amazement, and finding in the 
nde ces of thoſe about him the contentment, they received, 
(is in this Alliance, he turned towards the King with a 
ide cheerful Countenance, and breaking ſilence; Sir, (ſaich 
ne. he) my Daughter has no ways merited the Honour you 
,Ger- (FE? her, but if you have found any thing in her worthy. 
vi f your eſtrem, I find no leſs advantage to my ſelf b 
| "EFF 1 
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this laſt obligation, than this whole Kingdom has to you 

for your former ones. If I could give her Empires for 
a Dowry, I ſhould accept of your Alliance with great 
latisfaction, but ſince that ſuch as ſhe is, you have not 

diſdained her, I command her to receive this Honour 
with all that reſpect and acknowledgement, which is 
due to a Prince ſo generous and noble. And [ (reply ; 
ed Azts,) do here declare, that I will not abuſe your 
goodneſs, nor the Command you impoſe upon her; for 
pretending to nothing from you, but the permiſſion of 
ſerving her, I leave her at full Liberty to make what 
Judgment ſhe ſhall pleaſe of my Services. At the end 
ol theſe words, bending one Knee to the Ground before 
me, and taking one of my Hands, which I could not 
refuſe him in that Company, eſpecially after my Fathers 
Commands: Madam, (ſaid he) let the violence of my 
Paſſion gain pardon for my Inſolence, Reſpect made me 
demand the conſent of the Prince your Father before 
its declaration; but I will draw no advantage thence, 
which can diſpleaſe you, and ſhall never ask that by his 
Authority, which 1 ſhall not be able to 2 by my 
Services; grant me the favour to ſecond his approbation 

of them, and to accept of a gift I make you, which 
thall never be, but the Princeſs Deidamia's. 

When he had ended theſe Words, he imprinted an at. 
dent Kiis upon my Hand, and both by that Action and 
what he had ſaid, drew a Bluſh into my Face, and put 
me into a confuſion, which left me not the power to 
anſwer him; bat the Princeſs my Mother did that Office 
for me; for as ſoon as Agis was riſen; Sir, (ſaid ſhe) 
vou will be pleaſed to ſpare Deidama's declaration, 
whereof her Age is incapable, and give me leave to. 
fure you for her, that ſhe will ever be ready to ac. 
knowledge the good Inclinations,wherewith you honout 
her, both according to the merits of ſo great a King 
and according to the Commands of a loving Father. 

Aeis appeared tranſported with this reply, and ſaluted 
my Mother in the ſame manner he had done me, recel/ 
ing the endearments of Aacides, and of the whole Cout 
with demonſtrations of perfect contentment, inſomuc, 
that he concluded his Fortune the happieſt of all Mel 
living; bat all her turns are ſuddain, ſhe ſmiles on tho 
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to day with flattering Blandiſhments, whom to morrow 
ſhe intends to deſtroy, Of all the whole Nation of the 
Epirots, only Neoptolemus ſhewed any diſcontent, but 
he did it even to rage, and not able to diſſemble his re- 
ſentment, he loudly complained of the Injuſtice, that was 
done him in preferring a Stranger before a Prince of the 
blood Royal. He complained of this to my Father, yet 
reaped very little ſatisfaction by it, nay he complained 
to me in ſuch inſolent Terms, that I was conſtrained to 
tell him, he had no reaſon to envy Aegis his Fortune; for 
though my Father had not diſpoſed of me to that Prince, 
his aim would nevertheleſs deceived him, and though 
there had never been ſuch a Man, as Agis in the World, 
Deidamia would never have been for Neoptole mus. He 
was not content with this Anſwer, but not being in a 
condition to let his reſentments break out at this time, 
he ſtrove to diſſemble them till another Seaſon, that 
migt give him a fair opportunity to take ſatisfaction ; 
but ſome new troubles ariſing, the Abſence of Agis, who 
went to quiet them, gave him ſome hopes of compaſſing 
his deſigns. 

We heard daily of the prodigious valour of the King 
of the Lacedæmoni ans, and of his Victories, which were 
diſcourſed off, with wonder and aſtoniſhment, and to 
let me ſee, he had dearly preſerved the remembrance of 
me, received a Letter from him in theſe terms: 


* — 


— 
_ —_— 


King Agis to the Princeſs Deidamia. 


JJ/ #4 T will hot Fortunate Agis, inſpir d with a re- 

membrance of the Princeſs Deidamia, be able to da 
for the tranguillity of Epirus, and what may he not hope 
for, from a Heart animated with ſo glorious a Paſſion. I 
world it pleaſed the Gods, I were as certain of the Victory 
over my Princeſſes Mind, as over the Enemies of this State; 
but what Victory can he hope for, who begins by bis own 
defeat, and who declares himſelf conquered in this condi- 
in of my Fortune, The fucceſs yi * War could not be 
25 A ra - 
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te my advantage, but that which others may find in Cen- 


. 
o 


gueſts and in Triumphs, is found by happy Agis, in the 
Glory of being vanquiſhed by Deidamia. oy 


I0o this by my Fathers expreſs Command, I wrote the 
folowing anſwer : OE * 
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1 


The Princeſs Deidamia to the King of 
the Lacedemonians. 3 


| OT N to Conquer the Enemies of Epirus, and to Con- 
= guer the Mind of Deidamia, King Agis hath Arms, 
mhich promiſe him an infallible ſucceſs. "His valour a- 
lone is ſufficient to defeat the Rebels, and as touching the 
Victory, he deſires over my Mind, he ought to hope not on. 
from the Mill of thoſe, that have power to 4 ſpoſe of me, 
bit from that, which they have left unto my ſelf, which ſhall 
ever male me acknowledge as well what my Friends owe to 
his generoſity, as what I am indebted — .þ Merit, and to 
his Affection. © 7 


i received fome other Letters, and in a while we re- 
ceived himſelf Crowned with Lawrels, and laden with 
the ſpoils of the Enemy, when having quite extinguiſhed 
the Rebellion, he made his Addreſs to me, for the recon 
Pence of his great Actions, and of his Merit in ſo mos 
ing a Language, and modeſt Behaviour, that my incl. 
nations yielded in his favour, and in ſhort, Agis had ob- 
tained my conſent to Marry him, and won my Heart ac- 
cording to his deſires, when we expected nothing more 
for the Conſummation of it, than the return of a Man, 
whom mv Father had ſent to the King my Uncle, for his 
approbation, to Crown my happineſs, In the mean while 
rot to be chargeable to the City, Aais had ſent home bis 
Army, and only retained his menial Servants to uy 


3 
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him, At length the ſo much expected Meſſenger return 
ed, with the deplorable News of my Uncles Death; for 


having gained many Victories, and almoſt over · run all 


Italy, being drawn into an Ambuſh between the high Alps 
in the Country of the Pruſſians, he was ſlain fighting va- 
liantly, with the greateſt part of his Army, and leaving 
no Child, my Father as the next Heir, had the Crown 
ſet upon his Head, by the conſent of all the Eſtates of 
Epirus. This ſudden change made him forget his Oath 
in a little time, and created a change in his Mind, he 
gave ear now to Neoptolemus, and ſome of his Flatterers, 
who ſounded continually in his Ears, the danger or diſ- 
advantage there would be in matching me, who was his 


only Heir to a Prince ſo remote, who would ſubject the 


Crown of Epirus to his own, when it came into his hands, 
and enflave fo noble a Nation under the Lacedæ moni an 
Yoak, by ſubmitting it to the Tyranny of the Spartan 
Ephori, which was the greateſt misfortune that could be- 


fal it, | 


They urged many other things full of fear, and ſug- 
geſted danger, with many examples of the like Nature, 
which had turned to the ruin and deſolation of ſome flou- 
riſhing Countries; which altogethcr wrought their effects. 
upon the Mind of weak and unthankful MÆAacides, and by 
the coldneſs he perceived in the new King Agis. had ſoon 
ſome apprehenſions of his misfortune, but he did not ab- 
ſolutely believe it at firſt, nor could he imagine, a King. 
ſhould be capable of ſuch ingratitude; yet he came to me 
with a Countenance, in which his grief was very lively 
repreſented, which ſight imprinted part of his ſadneſs in 
my Heart, and made me preſage a part of our misfortunes: 
What ail you, (faid I) my deareſt Azis, and with what 
diſquiets will you afflict me: ] am tormented. (anſwered 
he) with a mortal apprehenſion, and if my ſuſpitions are 
true, I am upon the very brink of ruin. 
| Theſe words pierced me to the Heart, and made me 
preſs him, to let me know the cauſe of them, when with 
an extraordinary agitation of Mind, he told me his ap- 
prehenſions of the danger he was in to loſe me; and I, 
Who of late had obſerved my Fathers coldneſs towards 


hin, was much perplexed, nor were my thoughts much. 
different from his, concerning the Kings intendments to 


oſtruct our Wedding, but W him 


greatly dejected, 
 - l 


* . 
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I could not, but endeavour to abate his ſorrows with ſome 
Conſolation: Fear not, (ſaid I) my dear Agis, fear not 
the change, which cannot enter into a Princes Heart, and 
believe, that the King my Father receives your Diſcourſe 
more ſeriouſly than he was wont, only to render that 
formality to his new Honour.There is little probability, 
he ſhould fo ſoon forget what he owes to you, and that 
he ſhould loſe the remembrance of thoſe Commands, he 
has layed on me to love you; ſuch a lightneſs would be 
odious, and of too ill an Example, to ſuffer me, to be- 
lieve, he can be capable of it, nor can I have any ſuch 
1 without recciving moſt expreſs teſtimonie; 
tnereor. | | EN, 

] faid many other things, to which he lent attention, 
(diſſembling my own thoughts, to bear up his drooping 
Spirits) but they were not able to withdraw him from 
his iadneſs: I eaſily found it, when looking upon me with 
Eyes, that had ſomething of a fatal aſpect: Madam, (aid 
be) I am ruined, and this beginning of my Miſery ſuits 

ſo directly with ſome ominous Dreams, and other illbo- 
ding Preſages, which of late have diſquieted me, that | 
cannot recover the frights they have put me in; Fortune 
has hitherto uſed me but too favourably, and ſuch an un- 
ſhaken courſe of proſperity threatens me with an infal 
_ lible deſtruction; yet if I muſt loſe Deidamia, it ſhall 
not be without the loſs of my Life, and perchance I wil 
' accompany it with the loſs of ſo many others, that it 
ſhall not be unknown to all Europe. He brought forth 
theſe words with the marks of fo violent a grief, that | 
was extreamly troubled, and being willing to let him ſee, 
I bore part in his affliction: If you loſe Deidamia (ſaid 
J) no ather Man ſhall ever find the advantage to have 
taken her from you; and ] proteſt by all, that we account 
moſt Holy, that fo long as Agis loves me, I never can be 
capable of a ſecond affection. 
If it be ſo, (replied he) 1 will outbrave all the obſtz 
cles, that threaten me, and all the powers of the World 
are not able to harm me, whilſt Deidamia is on my fide; 
but, Madam, remember the promiſe you make me, and 
believe, that in the extremity J ſhall demand extrean 
proofs of your Affection. 1 was about to reply when 
ſome Ladies came in to pay me a Viſit, and hindered it. 


Upon which he went out of my Chamber, and from that 
| <3 | tim 


advantageous to us, an 


love him {till by your or 
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time every day gave him more ſenſible notice of the Kings 
change, and new cauſe to afflict himſelf, And at Bt 
our misfortunes were but too plainly diſcovered to me; 
for one day the King my Father entring with me into 
my Cloſet, ſpoke in this manner : 

Deidamia, (ſaid he) when I commanded you to love 
the King of the Lacedemonians, I was obliged to do fo 
by many conſiderations, which rendered that Alliance 

4 truly my Obligations to that 
Prince, and his good Qualities, diſpoſed me towards it 


with Joy; but our condition is changed, and we had not 


then more reaſon to approve that Match, than we have 
now to diſlike it, for many cauſes, which are above your 
Age and Knowledge, and wherein my whole Kingdom 


| is concern'd. Ag cannot be your Hasband, and you 


ought in time to withdraw your ſelf from that Affecti- 
on you bear him, to diſpoſe of it in favour of ſome o- 
ther, whom the Maxims of State ſhall make choice of for . 


- you. You know,that the Daughters of Soveraign Princes 


Marry for other conſiderations, than thoſe of Love, and 
you are not ignorant of what reſignation you owe your 
1 to make you compliable, to be guided by his 
Will. | 5 

was hardly able to hear him out in the diſorder theſe 


cruel Words had put me, and he eaſily read in my Face, 
to what a perplexity I was reduced by them, which 


made him wait, till I was capable of returning him an 
anſwer. He urged me to it twice or thrice, before I could 
reſolve upon it; at laſt being a little more ſettled; Sir, 
(faid I) what Qualities ſoever there are in the Perſon of 
King Aeris, and what Service ſoever he has done this 
State,! had not loved him, if you had not enjoined it me, 
nor ſhould J have licenſed my ſelf to an affection, which 
your Command can Authorize. It was only out of O- 
edience, that I caſt my Eyes on the Good Will that he 
bore me, and have ſo religiouſly obſerved it, that your 
Majeſty could not require more acknowledgment from 
me, nor more affection to our Deliverer, than I have 
really given him; tis true, Sir, I have loved him, and 1 
ders, by a moſt powerful In- 

clination, and by a juſt Knowledge, both of his worth, 


and of what ke has done for us, but my reſignation to 


your 
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your Will has fixed theſe thoughts too firmly in my 
Heart ever to be able to remove tfiem thence. 
The King hearkned impatiently to this, and was ex- 
ceeding ill ſatisfied with it: What (ſaid he) Deidamia 
will you perſiſt to Love Agis, whether I will permit you 
or not, and continue in an Affection, which is diſadvan- 
ragedus to yon, and which 1 now utterly diſapprove: - 
My Affections to Agis, (anſwered I) fhall never make 
me doany thing, that can bring you ſhame, or that can 
juſtly give you ſorrow, but it ſhall always be ſtrong e- 
nough to keep me from forgetting him, and from giving 
that to another, which he has ſo well deſerved, and which 
he holds only from your ſelf. You ſhall have a little time, 
(replyed the King) to perſuade your ſelf to follow my 
Commands, in which interim, ſee that you reſolve to do 
fo, and let me find no more reſiſtance in you, upon pain 
of a diſpleaſure, which would not be to your advan- 
Tage. | 
_ theſe words, the King went out of my Cloſet, 
much diſpleaſed, and left me in the moſt deplorable con- 
dition that had befallen me, during the whole courſe of 
my Life; I wondered at his Ingratitude, and bewailed 
2 misfortune, which l now ſaw but too apparent. As ſoon 
as ever I ſaw my dear Agis, I could not forbear fending 
forth a Cry, wherein he inſtantly found the cruel con- 
firmation of his ſuſpicions. He made a ſtop at my Cham- 
ber door, with his Arms a croſs, and ſeeing me all in Tears, 
he loſt both his Courage and Underſtanding, and leaning 
againſt the Wall, caſt a ſorrowful look at me, and after 
a long filence : Is it certain then, (ſaid he) that my ruin 
is confirmed: It is true, (replyed I) my dear Agis, I am 
forbidden to Love you; but it is alſe true, that it is im- 
poſſible for me, to obey that Command: If you hold that 
reſolution, (anſwered he,) my Fortune is not ſo deſperate, 
but, if with your Friends you forſake me, there is no 
kind of Death ſo dreadful, but it is to be preferred before 
my condition, and wherewith I would not ſacrifice a 
Life, which will not keep one Moment after the loſs of 
my hopes: Aﬀure your ſelf, (ſaid I) that Deidamia is 
firmly reſolved to love no other Man in the World, but 
Azie, and if I be taken from him, they ſhall never give 
me to any thing, but to my Grave. 


Hg 


Asis found ſome conſolation in this Diſconrſe, and re- 
covering, a little confidence in the hopes I gave him, he 
drew near, and beſought me trembling, to tell him the 
laſt confirmation of his misfortune, I Pad received from 
the King. I related it word for word, with an exceſs 
of ſorrow, and many tears. He heard it with tremblings 
and faintings, which were ſucceeded by ſuch a rage, as 
till then I believed him not capable off: What, (faid he) 
ſhall it be true then that the Word of a Prince ſhall be 
unworthily revoked, and that my Services ſhall be un- 
gratefully requited ? will not this State, which I have 
ſaved from manifeſt ruin, cry loudly againft the injuſtice, 
that is done me, and will not the Gods themſelves, who 
are concern'd in the juſtice of my Cauſe, take my part 
againſt perjur'd and ingrateful Aac:des ? will he ſo light- 
ly forget, by what Actions I merited the hopes, he gave 
me, or if he can remember, out of what extremity I freed 
him? will he prefer the Vice-Roy of Macedons Son be- 
fora. met... | | 
| Theſe laſt Words made me interrupt him, and demand 


what he meant by them: Ah! (continued he) Madam, 


tis to Caſſander, the Son of Antipater, your Father 


has deſtin d you for a Wife, to a Man, who is not ſo 


much as born a Prince, and ſhines but by anothers luitre ; 
but I will kill that unjuſt Uſurper of my Happineſs, in 


the very Arms of his Father, though Alexander himſelf 


came in his defence. Let Racides look for no ſucceſs of 
ſo wrongful a deſign, and let him believe that the Gods 
have not inſpired him with it, in favour of Caſſander, but 
for Caſſander's Deſtruction. Agis deſpiſes his own Life 


enough to ſacrifice many others to his lawful reſentments. 
This he told me, he had learned but that Morning, and 


that the King was abſolutely bent on it, to hinder the 

ractiſes of Aut i pater againſt the State, and ſtrengthen 
imſelf by this new Alliance: But when J had aſſured 
him of my eternal Conſtancy, and that if I could not be. 


bis, he ſhould never ſee me any Bodies; I by many per- 


ſwaſions, prevailed with him to lay his anger aſide, to £9 
tothe King,and remember him of his Oaths and Promiles, 
and of the good Services he had done him, which might 


make him ſee and recall himſelf from what he has ſo juft- 


ly reſolved, in the favour of another. To obey me he 


condeſcended to this. The King receive@him with much 


Civility, 
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Civility, and expreſſed ſome ſorrow, that for reaſons of 
State, and to pleaſe his People, he was conſtrained to 
diſoblige a Prince, to whom himſelf and Kingdom had 
ſuch weighty Obligations, but 5 - inexorable in 
perſiſting in his intendments, which ſo vexed the Paſſio- 
nate Aeis, that after he had ſaid many things to move 
him in his favour, but all in vain, he flew into a violent 
rage: - | | 

Let the Epirots (ſaid he) who would rob me of Dei- 
damia, to give her into the Arms of one altogether un- 
worthy of her Arms, for their own defence, againſt an 
Enemy which they cannot, and which they ought not 
to deſpiſe, and ſince they undervalue me for Caſſander, 
a private Man, and whoſe Family is unknown but by 
their perfidiouſneſs, and by the Glory of their Maſter. 
Let them take Arms for his relief, as I have taken Arms 
for theirs; that audacious Fellow ſhall not quietly enjoy 
that he would raviſh from me, and fince neither com- 
paſſion to an unfortunate Lover, whom your ingratitude 
precipitates into utter deſpair, nor the remembrance of 


this Crown, which is the cauſe of my misfortunes, and 


which you owe to none bat ; nor the conſideration 
of Honousy which is intereſſed in a violation of your 
Word, can diſſuade you from the cruel reſolution you 
have taken againſt me, Remember King of Epirus, re- 
member, that I ſhall be able todo as much for my own 
Quarrel, as J have done already for yours; and this un- 
juſt Caſſander ſhall either ſink under my lawful indigna- 
tion, or make Agis fall with the better part of Greece; 
and if the Gods grant me the ſucceſs that is due to the 
juſtice of my Cauſe, you ſhall quickly ſee thoſe Arms 
glittering in Epirus in a Hoſtile manner, which were 
once ſo Fiehdly to you; they know already how to con- 
quer the Epirote, and ſhall overflow their Fields with the 
- i fg EET heretofore they unluckily have pre- 
erved, | ee ER | 
At theſe Words, the King could no longer contain 
' himſelf within the bounds of moderation, and hearing 
all thoſe, that ſtood about hin, flurmur at Agis's Decla- 
ration: Hitherto, (ſaid he) in regard of your reſent- 
ment, and in remembrance of what you have done for 
us, I have paſſed by all your provocations, but ſince you 
openly declare War againſt me, I accept it, and charge 
ES | yon 
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you within three days to depart my Kingdom, where you 
cannot be lookt on any other, but an Enemy. Tis as 


an Enemy, (replied Agis haſtily) it is as an Enemy, you 
ſhall ſee me return into it, and all the moſt cruel and 


moſt horrible Effects that Fire and Sword can bring a- 
long with them, ſhall be the rewards of Perjury and In- 
ratitude, Theſe Words were not well over- heard by 
he King, who was retiring, and the furious Azzs fling- 
ing out of the Preſence Chamber, went directly to his 
Lodging. 4 
Behold, my Lord, the inconſtancy of Fortune, the 


fame Agis, who a few days before was followed and a- 


dor'd by the whole Court, ſaw himſelf generally forſa- 


ken in a Moment, and only attended by thoſe few, he had 
brought out of his own Country. All the conſolations 


the Queen my Mother could give me, when heard this 
fital News, were little enough to keep me from dying: 


Ih my dear Asis, (ſaid I) rather let Death, accompanied 


with the moſt rigorous Tortures, ſeparate me from thee 
forever, than that I ſhould afford room for a Succeſſor in 
this Heart,which never was,nor never ſhall be any Bodies 
but thine. I accompanyed theſe Words with ſuch a Flood 
of Tears, that the Queen was deeply touched with them, 
ſhe infinitely eſteemed Agzs, and did no ways approve 
of my Fathers Maxims, but he governed not his Affairs 
by her advice, and ſhe was too weak,to oppoſe his deter- 
minations, | = 

Whilſt I was overwhelmed with grief, my dear Agis 


= 


came to take his farewel of me, his Looks had ſomething 
fatal in them, and Death appeared naturally painted in 
bis Face, and I beheld him with Eyes, that ſufficiently 


teſtified the part 1 bore in his misfortunes, For a good 
while v/e both were mute, though the Language of our 
Eyes was intelligible, at laſt fetching a deep figh : Ma- 
dam, (ſaid he) behold this diſgraced, behold this baniſh- 


ed Man, behold the Enemy of Epirus, he, who in this 


Court has appeared with ſuch Luftre, and fo high a For- 


tune, departs now Without any other conſolation, 


than that of being able to take his leave of you, tis 
the only favour which is not denied me, and it is in 
that alone, I eſtabliſh my. later hopes; I comforted him 
all 1 conld in the afflicted condition I was in, repeat- 
ing my promiſes of eternal Love and. Conſtaneys on 

: lM when 


> 
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when we had condoled our misfortunes for a time, a 


ſtrange . came into Agiss Mind: If the King (faid 


he) ſnould detain me from Deidamia, let me receive 
her from Deidamia her ſelf, and to follow the Fortune 
of a Prince, that adores her, let her fly from a Prince, that 
would ſacrifice her to the Capricio's of State; your con- 
dition ſhall not be fo miſerable in Sparta, that you ſhall 


need to bewail your leaving this ingratefal Country,and 


as much forſaken as I am, I want not means to carry you 


from hence, where you ſhall Reign a Queen over more 


thankful People, as you do already in the heart of Agis, 


if you will bave the goodneſs to quit this hated place for 
me. | 
He would have enlarged on this Diſcourſe, but I in- 
terrupted him: Ah my dear Agis, (ſaid I) you demand 
that only proof of my Affection, which 1 am unable to 
rant you, and ſuch a one as is not fit for you to ask; 
would it had pleaſed the Gods, you had demanded the 
better part of my Blood, or that you had deſired my Life 
it ſelf, and they are my witneſſes, I would have given it 
you, without any trouble; but toperſwade me of faults 
lo unworthy of a Princeſs, and ſo contrary to my Duty 
and to my Reputation ; Ah, if you Love me, could you 


ſuffer ſuch a thought, I make you Judge your ſelf of the 
unfitneſs of your demand, and I conjure you to tell me 


truly, if your ſelf could approve of the thing you Coun- 
fel me: What then will you do for me;(cryed the afflict- 
ed Prince) and what can I expect from tbat Affection, 
Wherewith you would have me flatter my ſelf in my mis- 
fortune, what proofs are thoſe you offer me of it; and 
in this lateſt extremity, what advantage can I draw from 
your lateſt promiſes : All that you can hope for, (repli- 


<d]) from a Princeſs that loves you, and from a virtu- 


ous Princeſs, who like your ſelf, would prefer Death be- 
fore any mean or unworthy Action. I will teſtifie my af- 
fection to you, by preferving it tomy very Grave. l for 
your ſake will diſobey the King my Father, if he ſhall 
command me to forget you, I will diſobey him, if he 
Mall go about to oblige me to a ſecond Affection, for 1 
know no Rules, that can compel the inclination by the 
obedience ;, or, bur if he forbids me to Marry you, or to 
ſee you, 1 cannot perſiſt in that deſign, without doing an 
irreparable injury to my Reputation: What injury will 
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yo do it, (ſaid Agis) in following a Husband of a 


ality equal to your own, and a Husband you loved, 
only by the injunction of your Parents : When I ſhall 


receive him from them, (anſwered I) III follow his For- 


tune to the remoteſt parts of the World, and prefer 
the poſſe ſſion of him, before the whole Empire of the 


Earth. 
in the leaſt receed from my Obedience, though he uſed 


werful Arguments, to perſuade me to leave ingrateful 
Epirus: Well Madam, (ſaid he) ſince neither the re- 


membrances of your promiſes, nor the deplorable conditi- 


on in which you ſee me, are able to perſuade vou, and 
that you neglect the only viſible means to preſerve my 
Life, out of light confiderations, Which ſerve only for a 
pretence, to cover your hardheartedneis towards me, I 
muſt diſengage you from your promiſes, ana by my 
Death ſet you at liberty to follow the motion of the King 


your Father. III die, tis infallibly reſolved II die, bat 


not alone, thoſe that drag Az:s to his Grave, ſhall per- 
haps go: thither with him, and it ſhall be by their Blood 
and by that of many thouſands, he'll make his Fancrals 
renowned to all Ages. EF. Fig 

At theſe Words, he would have riſen from before me, 
but Llet my ſelf ſink upon him with ſo much weakneſs, 
that I felI on the Floor cloſe by him, who as fainting as 
he was, took me into his Arms, where he ſaw me loſe. 
doth my Senſes and Underſtanding, but by the help of 
my Maids, be recovered. me, when looking upon him 


with as dying an Eye as his: Leave me Asgis, leave me, 


(aid 1 faintly) and ſince you cannot content your ſelf 


with what] am able, and with what J do to ſatisſie you, 


ſuffer me to undergo my wretched Deſtiny withPatience. 
Farewel, (purſued I, caſting my Arms about his Neck, 
and waſhing his Face in a flood of Tears.) Fare wel, my 
deareſt Agis, leave this ingratzful Country, which hath 
nothing left in it worthy of you, and without enquiring 
what effects your remembrance ſhall work upon me, 
uſe imine the beſt you can, for your own repoſe. With 
theſe Words not being longer able to bear his preſence 
without breaking out into violent expreſſions; contrary 
to Modeſty, I embraged him once again, for the laſt 
time of all, and turning my Eyes away from his Face, 1 


retire 


When Agis perceived it was impoſſible to make me = 


* 


- 
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retired into my Cloſet, where I ſhut my ſelf up with a 
reſolution not to ſee him any more: And alaſs, conti- 
nued ſhe, melting with Tears) that was my laſt ſight of 
Him indeed, and it was, but too truly that I bid him for- 
ever adieu. The pangs I felt at that cruel ſeparation were 
but the certain pre ages of our extreameſt misfortune ; 
for he upon this left the City with angry threats, and a 
Countenance enflamed with indignation. 

I foon ſhewed my Love more publickly to Ag, by 
deſpiſing the Ambaſſadors ſent by Caſſander, and by re- 
ſiſting all their entreaties, and diſregatding all my Fa- 
rhers threats, to make me give a ſecond place in my at- 
fections by conſenting to that Marriage, ; which fo en- 
raged Antipater and his Son, concluding upon the return 
of their Servants, without effecti t they deſired, 
that they had been only mocked and flighted; that they 
reſolved to revenge the Affront, and prepared in a hoſtile 
manner to invade our Territories, of which Agis had no 

ſooner heard, but he drew out his ſmall Army to meet 
them, and revenge his own particular quarrel on Caſſan- 
der. | heard this News with ſome trembling, and ſent b 
up continual Wiſhes and Prayers to the Gods, for the 
ſucceſs and ſafety of him, I ſo dearly Loved; but my 
hopes were overcaſt with a dark and gloomy Cloud, 
when I heard with all Epirus, that in a Battle, whoſe 
Iſſue had been diſputed with almoſt all the Blood of ; 
either Party, my valiant and my moſt beloved Agis had \ 
loſt his pretious Life, on the heap of theSlain,whom he had 
ſacrificed to his lawfal Anger; then it was, that ſtreams . 
of Tears flowed from my Eyes, and I ſent forth loud IiW 3} 
Cries, filling the Court with my Lamentations and wo- 
ful Complamings, reſolving to die, and not admitting | 
of any conſolation ;, I gave my ſelf up wholly to deſpair, : 
often ſwouning in the Arms of the Queen my Mother, IM oi 
who was almoſt in as dying a condition, as my ſelf, at the and 
fad affliction ſhe bore in part with me. - 

I. continued thus tormenting my felf, when by the 

Kings permiſſion, one of Agiss Servants entred my 
Chamber; I no ſooner caſt my Eyes upon the Man, but 
Ah Archidamus, (cryedT) Agis is dead: Yes, Madam; 
reed he ) the greateſt and moſt generous of al! 


rinces is dead indeed, but he ſhall never die in the me- 
mory of all Mankind, ſince at his Death he J 
| imſel! 
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himſelf a Monument, which would render his condition 
worthy to be envied were he not dend in his remem- 
brance : No, (ſaid I, paſſionately weeping) he (hall ne- 
ver die in my remembrance, and it is only by the remem- 
brance of him, that Deidamia is now alive her ſelf; up- 
on this he preſented me with a Letter, which I no ſoon- 
er opened with a trembling hand, but I fee it writ in 
Blood; that ſight ſtruck a chillneſs into me, that I was 


hardly able to ſpeak or move for a time. Then Ah, (ſaid 


1 


ad read them) with what diſmal Characters have you 
engrayen theſe laſt expreſſions of your Love, and why 
have you been fo prodigal of this Noble Blood, ſo dear 
to Deidamia, and which ſuſtained my Life more than 
my own; ſaying this, I caſt my Eyes once more upon 
it, but they were ſo drowned in Tears, that of a lo 
time I was not able to ſee the Letters, and it was with 
much a do, that in the end I read theſe few Words : 


9 my dear Agis, { kiſſing thoſe bloody Lines before I 


Agis to the Princeſs Deidamia. 


Y Our Ingratitude has not had power to make you loſe 

your Empire over me, I die yours Deidamia, and it 
is to aſſure you of it, that I employ the remainder of my © 
Blogd, and of my Strength. | 


And J will die thine, (cryed Ki kiſſing thoſe Lines 2- 


gain) yes, I will die thine, my too too faithful Prince, 
and! will confeſs at the extremity of my Life, I was as 


unworthy of theſe laſt marks of thy Affection, às thou 
wert worthy of a more fortunate Deſtiny, : and when 


my Sighs and Tears gave way, Tintreated the Man to 
tell me how gallant Agis payed his Life to Fate, which 
was ſo dear to me. Reſolving (ſid he to be revenged. 
on Caſſander that eruel diſturber of his repoſe, he, 
raiſed, an Army, bpt not ſtaying for the Groſs ot it, he 
bafted before with ſome Troops, impartent of delay, 
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(contrary to all the perſwaſions of his Friends). gave Bat. 
tle before the reſt of his Forces could come within two 
days March of him. There was a great deal of Blood 
ſhed on both ſides very quickly, and my Prince encou- 

- raged his Soldiers by ſo admirable an Example of valour, 
that we ſhould certainly bave conquered with him, jt 
he had not rather ſought Death than Victory. He ſought 
Caſſander in the thickeſt of his Squadrons, and broke 
a through his Troops like Lightning, tumbling him and 
his Horſe to the Ground, diſmounting Antipater, and 
contemning a thouſand Swords and Javelins, to proſe- 
cute his revenge, till by many Wounds, and loſs of Blood 
he grew weaker, and his Horſe tottering under him, he 
had fallen on the heaps be had Slain, if we had not 
ruſhed. in, with the hazard of our own Lives, to bring 
him off whether he would or no. We drew him ont of 
the Ranks, and put him into a Litter, which preſently 
ſtreamed with Blood, flowing from his great number of 
Wounds, and perceivirg he was near his end, he would 
not ſuffer me to ſtir from him when demanding Paper, 
ne drew the head of a Javelin from his Body, and dip- 
ping the point of it in his Blood, he with much diffi 
culty wrote thoſe Lines: An Archidamut, ſaid he, gi- 
ving them to me)carr\ theſ- laſt aſſurances of my Affecti- 
on to Dei damia, and make her the relation of my Death, 
Scaree had my Prince laid theſe Commands on me, 
when ſceing our Forces retire, reſolving not to fall alive 
into the'Enemies Hands, he got out of the Litter, with 
his Sword in his Hand, weak as he was, and went to 
meet them with a marvellous Courage; and in that con- 
cluſion of his Life, he did things that Poſterity will ne- 
ver believe, and though at firit he was ſcarce able to 
ir out of his place, and within a while after, fought 
but upon his Knees; I may proteſt to you, Madan, 
with truth, that his very preſence alone ſtopt whole 
Squadrons, and the moſt daring of them aſſaulted hin 
only with Darts and Arrows at a diſtance, which he 
tore oat of his Body with an invincible Courage, and 
threw them back at thoſe by whom they were caſt at 
him. It was in this manner of Combate that he ſpent 
the remainder of his Strength, and of his Blood, and be. 

- mp no longer able to maintain the Fight, he let himſelf 
ink gently upon his Shield, over which he leaned, yer: 
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ing up his Life, ratlier like a Man, that was weary and 
falling into a ſleep, flian one that was dying. 1 

| ſcarce bad heard an end of this relation, but faint- 
ing away, I fell invo a Swoun, and no ſooner” tecoveted- 
from it by the afliſtance of my Maids,. bit I ſent forth 
piteous Crys and Lamentations, and all that the King 
and Queen could ſay or do, was not abte to adminilter 
any conſolation to my afflicted Soul. 1 hoped my grief 
would be ſtrong enough to carry me to my Grave, but 
to my great diſquiet it failed me; yet this ingratitude of 
my Father, remained not long unpuniſhed, my Mother 
contrary to the Kings and her own expectation, proved 
with Child, and was delivered of a Prince, who was 
named Pyrrus, whereby Neoptoleinus ſeeing himfelf de- 
feated of a Crown, he had already ſwallowed in hopes 
of Marrying me, upon the Death of my dear Azis,wHom 
he ſuppoſed to have been the only obſtacle in his way to 
that felicity, he by the aſſiſtance of Aut i pater raiſed a 
Rebellion, and the greater part of my Fathers Subjects 
revolted aud declared for that Traytor. Upon which the 
King with his whole Family, and a few truſty Servants 
fled ſecretly, but we were not got far, e're we were. 
pirfued. This made the King immediately fend away my 
Brother by ſwift Horſemen to Glaucus King of the 7!/y- 
rians, his ancient Friend; but it pleaſed the Gods, the 
Enemy did not overtake us, and we got fajely to Biz.an- 
vith iam, and whillt the King was preparing to go to Alex- 
t to der, and implore his aid, to reſtore him to his Crown 
con- and Kingdom, overwhelmed with exceſſive grief, he 
ne- fell fiek and died, complaining: to the laſt of his Life 
e to of his meratitude to tbe King: of tire Laceden ovi- 
uoht ; which he now looked on as the caute of all his mis- 
Jam, Wl fortunes, and his Death was lo ſenſibly afflicting to the 
hoſe MW Queen, ther in a few days after the ſickned and foiiow- 

hin ed him to the Grave. | | aL 
h be Thus was I left in a very deplorable condition, and 
and remained in the moſt ſad and lamentable State, that ever 
& at N Princeſs was reduced to, when by the advice of Theo- 
genes | conſulfed the Oracle of Mars, ahd was directed 


ſpent | as qiroctec 
41 be- {Wt feck my repoſe on the Banks of Euphras es, Which bas 
nſelf rade me take this painful Voyage; afid all the happineſs 
jeld- yet find; is to meet with fo gener eue a Pfince as Deme- 
ing W's: When rhe Princeſs had finiſtied her Narration Pe- 
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metrius renewed his promiſes of Aſſiſtance for the reco- 
very of Epirus, and in a manner forgetting Hermione, 
fell deſperately in love with De:damia, he prevailed 
with her to go with him to the Prince and Princeſſes,who 
received her with a high eſteem upon the relation of her 
misfortunes by Demetrius. . 


The End of the Firſt Book. 
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\ NNtigonins, and the other Princes ſoon perceived the 
change, this Adventure of the fair Stranger had 
wrought in young Demetrius, and were overjoyed to 
ſee thoſe Clouds of Sorrow, that had overſhadowed his 
tively temper, and vivacity of Mind, with gloomy dil- 
contentments now to ditlipate, and re.tore him to a 
Countenance in which little ſorrow remai ned, to eclipſe 
his admirable Beauty and charming Converſation. And 
Oroondates with Arſaces having mutually condoled their 
misfortunes for their cruel ſuſpitions,and their more crue! 
ſhedding each others pretious Blood in ſuch mortal Com- 
baies, for a groundleſs Cauſe; renewing their dear 
Friendſhip in laſting Bonds of Amity, and an inſeparable 
Intereſt never to be ſhaken or divided, but by Death; they 
went to view the Camp, and give ſuch orders as were 
neceſſary to be put in execution at the expiration of the 
Truce, which was now at hand. And Oreondates above 
all things being deſirous to know how his dear A-taxer 
ves had eſcaped that Death at the Battle of S/ lena, be 
had deplored with ſo many Tears, and how he had lived 
ſince that fatal ſeparation from him, being returned. t0 
their Tent, earneſtly entreated that dear Brother to ſa- 
tisfre his longing. expectation with a relation of 16 

N which 
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which he, who could deny him nothing, delayed not to 
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give him that ſatisfaction in the Company of many other 
llluſtrious Perſons. | © 
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ARS ACEsS. 


When Arſaces had continued ſilent a while, to recol · 


lect his Memory: O Gods, (ſaid he) with what 


Face can I own my having been alive, while Alexander 


over-ran my Country, deſtroyed my Family, and tri - 


umpheid over my Fathers Life, and Empire? which way 


ſhall I be able to make this ſhameful confeſſion, and what 
excule can I find in my Love, and in my misfortunes, to 
jaſtife my ſelf of ſuch a ſeeming Cowardiſe? It is true, 
lived during all the loſſes of my Friends, and the mi- 
ſeries of my Country, but I lived in a condition, which 
if it cannot make me abſolutely innocent, may neverthe- 
leſs obtain perhaps ſome pardon amongſt you, and leave 
ou a belief, that if A-/aces had been free, he would not 
gave been fo baſe as to ſee the deſolation of the Perſian 
Monarchy, without burying himſelf in its fatat Ruins. 
Idied not, (continued the Prince of Per ſia) in that. 
bloody Battle, yet I remained in a condition that was lit- 
tle different from Death; I lay in a Swoun all that Night, 
dat as ſoon as day appeared, when the Scythians came to 
ſtrip the Slain, and ſome of them began to pull of my 
Armour and Cloaths, they ſtood amaz'd at the richneſs 
of them, and concluded me no leſs than a Perſon of con- 


fiderable Quality, when during their aftoniſhments, 1 
came a little to my ſelf by breathing a freer Air, at what 


time Prince Theo4ates (to whole goodneſs I ow my Life) 
came to that part, and ſeeing I was not dead, he took 
that care of me, that has made me live toſee this laſt hap- 
; Gg 3 pinels, 
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pineſs, after 2 World of miſeries and misfortunes, yet 


It was along time, notwithſtanding the great diligence 


and Art he cauſed to be uſed about my recovery,) ere 
my dangerous Wounds could be cured ; and in a little 
time after, he perceiving ſome good Qualities, as he told 
re, that engaged him to ſerve me, 1 became very dear 
to him, and his Friendſhip was very conſiderable to me, 
In the misfortune I was reduced to. he prevailed with the 
King to give me Liberty without Ranſom, and was ſo 
modeſt as ever to inquire into my Quality. But I ſoon 
found another Captivity, that bound me in more laſting 
Chains; for going one day to the Temple, I fixed my 


Eyes on the admirable Beauty of the Princeſs Bernice, 


with ſuch wonder and aſtoniſhment. as made me believe 
all the encomiums of Fame had infinitely injured her,and 
that report bad drawn but a faint reſemblance of the 
tru Origin e ber with Arms, againſt which it was 
i pcie to defend my ſelf. Pardon me if I ſay, all 
that ] had received till that time, in my opinion, was no- 


thing comparable to her, Scarce had [ caſt my Eyes up- 


en her, but I was enflamed with a deſire of ſerving her, 
with all the humble reſpect and regard of a paſſionate 
* lu ſhort Brother, no longer time was requiſite 
or Bernice to make her ſelf Miitreſs of Artaxerxes his 


Heart, than according to your report Statira had to win 


the affection of #5 097/516, | | 

This r<{m1þatice of our D-ſtinies came preſently into 
my Nind C Gods! how fatal was that Moment to my 
repoſe, how many ſuff rings has it coſt me ? bur withal 
how happy was it to me, ſince in ſpite of all my pains, 
nisfortuncs and loſſes, it has made me taſt a bliſs, the 
lealt pat w hereof was not to be purchaſed with them al- 
together After that time I ſaw her often, and her Beau- 
ty, with that of her Virtues, and modeſt demeanour en- 
greaſed upon ry md with ſuch a grace and luſt re, that 
the more Ig: d, ine more I was enflamed with an ardent 
Paſſion: O Gods! (ſaid I to my ſelf) is it poſſible you 
{i,ould thus advantageouſly diſplay all yoar power in one 
mor ta! Beauty? Fly Artaxerxes, (ſaid I a little while 
after) fly from ſo fatal a ſight, and ſuffer not thy ſelf to 
fall intoa danger, from which thou canſt never be able to 
retire ; this Beauty is not deſtined for thee, nor can 
Men without a Crune raiſe their audacious thoughts to 
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it. J was carried away in this Diſcourſe, when Theodates 
came to ſeek me, and put me out of the deep meditation, 
wherein my Senſes were buryed; with whom ] went to 
the King, who had ſent for me, and received me very 
kindly upon the report, Theod tes had given of me.[t was 
at that time, the Noamadesand H li ans roſe up in Arms, 
and made themſelves Maſters of the Iſles near the Lake 
of Bruges; and T heodates being to command the Army 
the King tent againſt them, had intreated that I might 
accompany him. The King readily granted his requeſt, 
and I bleſſed che favourable occaſion a thouſand times, 
and prepared my ſelf with an incredible joy to march a- 
long with him, concluding in that Expedition l might 
poſſibly find an opportunity to make my ſelf appear with 
ſome reputation to the King of Scythia, and wherein 1 
might repay ſome part of what I owed to Theodates, by 
whoſe fide I reſolved to fight, without taking any parti- 
cular command upon me, though he generoully offered”. 
it. And we no ſooner came up with the Enemy, but we 
gave them Battle, in which ] did the King of Scythia and 
my generous Friend ſome ſmall ſervice. | | 
 Arſaces's Modeſty cauſed him lightly to paſs over the 
occaſion wherein he had made himſelf remarkable; but 
Oroondates would not ſuffer it to, pals in, filence : We 
know, (laid h) you twice ſaved Theodates's Life, and 
that perceiving your Squadrons waver, you ſeized on 
the firſt Standard, and reanimated your frighred Troops, 
by your words, and by your example, and it was your 
only valour that turned the Victory to our ſide, that was: 
already declaring for our Enemies. We know that after 
all theſe wonders, Theodates preſſed upon you: the com- 
mand of a part of the Army, and that with it you took 
aces of great importance, and utterly defeated the Re». 
els near the Lake of Buges, putting ar end to that dan- 
gerous War: and we alſo know with what favour and 
endearments the King received you at your return to 


ſedon; and of his unaecountable ingratitude to you ſome 


time after, though then the particular cauſe of his re- 
ſentment remained unknown to me, as well as your true 
Name; etſe Oroondates had left nothing unattempted, 
that his Honour could have juſtified him in for the li- 
ber ty, ſafety and ſatisfaction of his dear Artaxerxes. 
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Since you are ſo well inſtructed in theſe particulars, 
(faid Ar/aces) I will paſs them over, and only tell you 
fome things which at that time were not come to your 
knowledge. I found means to wait on my Princeſs, and 
to be infinitely charmed with her innocent Converſation, 
and her excellent goodneſs, and that yet more perfect 
knowledge of her admirable Qualities checked my af- 
piring hopes. I could not conſider Bernice in that ſublime 
degree of perfection, to which the Gods had raiſed her, 
without remembring the difficulty I ſhould meet with, as 
a Stranger altogether unknown to her, in winning upon 

her affections, and to diſcover my true Quality to her, 
conſidering the irreconcileable hatred between our two 
Fathers, 1 looked upon it as not only dangerous, but a 
thing that might contribute to my greater unhappineſs in 
her opinion. | 

' Theſe reflexions cauſed diſquiets in me, which were 
often obferved in my Face, and though I was loaden with 
Honours and Favours by the King beyond my deſerts; 
that inward diſcontent made me but little ſenſible of the 
external happineſs, and hindered me from taſting thoſe 
advantages, which the moſt eminent Perſons in all Scythia 
could not look upon without envy. T heodates, to whom 
I was very dear, firſt perceived it, and was much trou- 
bled at it, he often preſſed me 10 diſcover the cauſe, ge- 
nerouſly offering me his aſſiſtance, to reſtore me to tran- 
quility of Mind, in all lawful ways, even at the hazard 
ot that Life, he was pleaſed to ſay, he was indebted to me 
tor; and 1 conſidering that generous Friend, as a Man 
whole Fidelity I could not miftruſt without a palpable 
injury, reſolved no longer to conceal my ſelf from him, 
though at the ſame time I was very ſenſible I put my 
Life into his hands. Heno ſooner knew my true quality, 
but he was ſtricken with wonder, and would have payed 
me thoſe ſubmiſlions I oppoſed, nor after that did I con- 


ceal my Love from him, in which as in all other things, be 


promiſed with an Oath to asfiſt me all that lay in his 
power, for which Ireturned him infinite thanks, and an 
aſſurance of an inviolable Friendſhip, but then the deſo- 


lation of my Country, and the diſtreſs of my neareſt Re- 
lations came like a tormenting fury into my mind; my. 


Honour, and the little Reputation I had got, lay bleed- 
ing at this conſideration, and to make my ſelf worthy of 
3 : 5 Bernices 
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Berniec's Affection, made me reſolve to return into Per- 


_ ſa, and it was about that time my Princeſs diſcovered 


my Paſſion for her, by the Picture Cyllenia took up, 
whilſt was ſleeping, and that made her let me ſee the 
reſentment ſhe had of my daring preſumption, and to 
this end it was, that 1 obtained an Audience of her, by 
the mediation of that faithful Maid, after ſhe had ba- 
niſhed me her preſence, at which 1 addrefſed my ſelf to 
her in theſe terms : | 88 
I ſhould not, Madam, (ſaid I) have deferred to diſo- 
bey you, but would have left a Country in which you 
no longer behold me, but with indignation. If I could 


have done it without deceiving a Perſon, who was here- 


tofore worthy of your Friendſhip, and who honoured 
me particularly with his; I have taken the charge upon 


me, to let you know what is become of him, and to draw 


you by the relation of his adventures out of a great 
many diſcontents, wherein the ignorance of them may 
have retained you, but before I tell you the Name of that 
illuſtrious Perſon, be pleaſed to behold a pledge he gave 
me of his Friendſhip, and perhaps the fight of it will pre- 
pare you to give more credit. to my Diſcourſe : And at 
theſe Words I ſhewed her the Ring you gave me, which 
made her ſtruggle with her anger to caſt her Eves upon 
it, ſhe preſently knew it, and immediately: Ah Arſaces 
(id ſhe) this Ring is the Prince my Brothers: Yes Ma- 

dam, (replied I) and it was from him J received it: O 


Gods, (ſaid ſhe) what part of the World was it you. 


knew him in, and what news do you bring me ofhim ? O 
my deareſt Brother, (continued ſhe with a tranſport of 
affection) what Province can contain you, and how great 
is your inhumanity, in keeping your ſelf from thoſe, to 
whom your abſence is a kind of Death ? When I per- 
ceived her wrought to this paſs, and found ſhe was wil- 
ling to hearken to what was ſo pleaſing to her; I told ker 
of your Adventures, and kind reception in the Court of 
Darius, and how your Love proſpered with the Princeſs 
Statira, by the means of Prince Artaxerxes her Bro- 
ther, who had vowed you eternal Friendſhip ; and I en- 
larged my ſelf more particularly upon the paſſages be- 


| tween you and Prince Artaxerxes, as deliring to work 


ſome eſteem, and ſome affection in Bernice towards that 
Prince, heightening the proofs he gave you of his 83 
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ip in terms, that miglit render him far more amiable 

an he is, and which cauſed the Princels to interrupt me 
flying : What A-/aces, was it he who was fo obliging 
and; ſo perfect a Friend to my Brother, the ſame Prince 
who was ſlain in the Battle of Silena? It was he (repli- 
A.) but make no reckoning of theſe his. firſt Actions, 
{frce in his la yon, will have ſome cauſe to think well of 
im, or at leaſt to abate ſome part of that hatred yon 
Inve- to his Family: Ah, (ſaid the Princeſs) how much 


am, Lafflicted for him, and how much would you have 


Sliged me, A-/aces, if you had ſpared me the grief I 
fel for his untimely Death, 


After theſe words, I proſecuted my Narration ſo mo: 
Abe that when 1 came to give, Bernice an account, in 


lat manner Artaxerxes had furthered your Love with 


the Princeſs his Siſter, and to ſpeak of the manner of his 
Death; ſhe was prepoffeſſod with the impreſſion I had 

iven her, and could not forbear to, ſhew how ſenſible 
ſhe was. of it, when looking on me with Eyes all drown- 
ed in tears, which a 1 compaſſjon had made her 
thed :. Ah Aſſaces, 0 aid h:) how cruel you are in ha- 
ving given me fo great affliction, for a Prince whom you 
meant to kill. I would to the Gods, that he were alive! 
andi that Ofoondates by a good part of his Dominions, 
and even by a good part of my Blood, were able to re · 
quite his obligations to him f He was reſolved, Ma dam, 
{replizd I cojdly). to. give him a more glorious recom- 


ence, and I will tell you, if you. will give me leave, it 


was, by the glory of ſerving the Princeſs Bernice, he in- 


tended to repay A-taxerxes for the good Offices, he had 


q une him to Statira. It was Artaxerxes, Madam, whom. 


Feroaudate s had deſtin d for you, and if that poor Prince 


lad ibeen ſo happy to make himſelf worthy of you, it was. 
hy the hope of that double Alliance, he aimed to ſcttle a 
ipſting Peace between your Fathers; and he had reſolv- 
ad:to liave come diſguiſed into your Country, if he could 
lave forſaken Oroondates in his Affairs, wherein he be- 


ved lumſelf neceffary to him. Oroondates is now with. 


Darin, beloved of his Princeſs, and in a condition which 
ould not be miſcrable, if he was not mortally afflicted 
r the loſs of his dear Friend and Brother. 


He. 
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He was ſlain, poor Prince, but his Fate is too happy: 
and too glorious, ſince the recital of his Death has moy 

you to compaſſion, and drawn tears from your fair Eyes; 
nay, far more glorious, than if he had for his preſump- 
tion died guilty in his opinion, or if he had died for the 


expiation of a _ like that of 4-/aces. Let us not 


talk of the faults of Arſaces, (ſaid the Princeſs) ſeeing 
it hath nothing to do with the Fortune of Artaxerxes; 


ſor if that lovely Prince had thoſe thoughts for me, which 


my Brother would have infuſed into him, he had been 
guilty of no other fault but of having fo great a compli- 
ance for a Friend, and for having blindly given his af- 
fect ou to a Princeſs, that had not deſerved them, If I 
believed, Madam,(replieg I very gladly to ſee her brought 
bat you really had thoſe inclinations to- 
wards Artaxerxes, which you expreſs, without 'doubt 
I thould comfort the trouble his Death has cauſed in you, 
and ſhould make his deſtiny fo fortunate, that the moſt 
happy Perſon in the World ſhould have reaſon to envy it. 
What conſolation can you give, (ſaid the Princeſs) for 
loſs that are irreparable? and if you ſhould tell me, my 
Brothers Fortune is at the higheſt point, that ever he could 
have hoped, what, will that alter this poor Princes con- 
dition? ſince in fine, he is dead, and that our wiſhes can- 
not call him back again into this World. Th 
At theſe words I took courage, and raiſing the tone of 
my voice, which my 3 did extreamly animate: But 
if Artaxerxes ſhould be alive, (ſaid I) if he ſhould be in 
Scythi a, if he ſhould have ſeen you, and did adore you ſtill 


with paſſions a thouſand times more violent than thoſe, 


the Prince your Brother endeavoured to inſpire him with, 
to what puniſhment would you condemn his preſumpti- 
on? Bernice aſtoniſhed at this diſcourſe, looked on me 
without being able to reply ; but I had not the power to 
conceal my ſelf any longer, but taking my time to fall 


at her feet, whilſt ſhe was in that trouble : Behold him, 


Madam, (continued I) behold him, that happy and that 


miſerable Prince, whoſe Death has touched you, and 


whoſe Life has diſpleaſed you; either ceaſe to hate A. 
ſaces, or elſe ceaſe to love Artaxerxes; the one cannot 
de innocent, ſo long as the other is guilty, and ſurely the 
Gods did not ſave an innocent Arta verxes, to make 
a guilty Arſaces, If Arſaccss Paſſion has main 
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that of Artaxerxes is ſupportable, with the Friendſhip 
and with the aſſiſtance of Oroondatec. If you look up- 
on me as Darius his Son, remember alſo that Oroondates is 
the King of Scythia's, and if I be the Son of Dzrius, 1 
for your ſake abandon Darius, I abandon my deſolate 
Country, and captive Parents; nay, and 1 abandon e\ 
ven my Honour it ſelf, be not then more obſtinate in 
vonr hatred than Statira; and if to conquer your inch- 
nat tons, Artaxerxes be not ſo worthy to be beloved as 
O0r6-14ates, let that defect be ſupplied by the greatneſs 
of his paſſion. «+: | 

When I had ended theſe words, I ſaw my Princeſſes 
Eyes fixed on the ground, with all the ſymptoms of the 
greatelt aſtoniſhment ; I waited in vain for an anſwer 
from her of a long time, but ſhe was not able to. give 
me one, yet 8 had complained of my hard deſtiny 
rather to have really died, as J was dead in the opinion 


x08 


of the World, than to be ruined by my rath preſumpti- 


on in her eſteem; ſhe was touched with a moſt ſenſible 
compaſſion, and at laſt raiſing her Eyes from the earth, 
and booking on me with a very baſhful action, but ſuch 
2 one as ſhewed not ſo much anger, as conſuſion: O Ar- 
raxer ves, (ſaid ſhe) to what extremity do you reduce 
me, and how will you have me explain my ſelf in the a- 
itoniſhment you have put me in? which way can a Prin- 
cels of my condition receive a declaration of Love with- 
out her Fathers approbation ? which way can I receive 
the Son of Darius, whoſe Name is fo hateful to our Fa- 


mily, but alſo, what do I not owe to your birth, and 


to the qualities of your perſon ? what do I not owe to 
your affection, whereof you give me ſuch dangerous. 
proots? and what do not I owe to the remembrance of all 
you did for Orcondates? 

She made a ſtop at theſe words, as extreamly penſive 
and unreſolved, and the joy I conggived in ſeeing her ſo 
malten, held me in filence, as deep as hers ; I with molt 
pallionate motions obſerved the alterations in her coun- 
zenance, Which by little and little became more gentle; 
when in the end, letting her ſelf fink upon Cy/lenia's 
Shoulder: © Gods, (cryed ſhe) how hard is it to reſiſt 
i2 many powers, and how little is Bernice capable of 
ingra:itude. . Methinks, (continued ſhe, baving pauſed 
2 Wile) this confeſſion ſhould be enough to ſatisfie you, 
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and that aſſuring you, I will conſider as I ought, the me- 
rit of your perſon, and that of your affection, together 
with that of your friendſhip towards my Brother, you 
ſhould have nothing more to deſire of me. No Madam; 
(replied I quite tranſported with joy) no, though I were 
Monarch of the Univerſe; for my fortune, by a prodi: 
gious effect of your goodneſs, is far above all the hopes, 
had conceived. Riſe, Sir, I beſeech you, (added the 
Princeſs, for J was upon my knees) and pardon eur ig- 
norance, thoſe faults it has made us commit againſt you. 
Then ſhe cauſed me to fit down by her, and relate which 
way my Life was faved at the Battle of Siena, and to 
wa her thoſe of my Adventures that were unknown to 
er. 5 | | 

| will not repeat all the paſſages of our converfation, 
it will be ſufficient I tell you before we parted, my Prin- 
ceſs made me know, that my paſſion had not offended her, 
and permitted me to hope ſhe would not be inſenſible of 
it, I parted with raptures of contentment, which can- 
not be comprehended, but by thoſe that have felt the 
like; and as ſoon as 1 ſaw Theodates, I made him ac- 
quainted with my fortune, and he was touched with it 
in ſach a manaer; that he could hardly appear more joy- 
ful at what moſt nearly concerned his own ; he ſtrength- 
ened me in my hopes by diſcourſes on that ſubject, and 
in concluſion, he pleaſingly per ſwaded me, that by my 
Princeſſes goodneſs and ycur aſſiſtance, my fortune 
might become like yours. O Gods, with what content- 
ment did J cheriſh thoſe ſweet hopes, what thanks did 
return for my wounds and for my captivity ? 9 85 
The next time I ſaw my Princeſs, ſhe appeared not 
out of Countenance for the favour ſhe had granted me, 
nor expreſſed any thing that ſhe had repented hetfelf, 
but by moſt lively charming confirmations ſettled me 
in the hopes of my Felicity, promiſing me in the pre- 
ſence of Gleis, at none of thoſe: that pretended to 
her affections fhould ever obtain any thing to my preju- 
dice, and that ſhe would contribute toward my h ppi- 
neſs. Whatever I could hope for from a virtuous Prancels, 
could deſire no more, nor was it reaſon J ſhou!J,when 
the Gods had made me poſſcis ſo great aFeliciry im 1o 
ſhort a time; yer hearing every dag of the delolation of 
my Country, I found my Honour would infinitely ſuffer 
| Fw 
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that the Deck owed with Streams of their Bloo 
forced a great number of thoſe, that firſt boarded us in- 


in my abondoning it, when it ſtood in moſt need of my 
aſſiſtance, and after I had ſtrugled a long time between 
my Love and Honour, I concluded that to make my ſelf 
worthy of the firſt, 1 ought to ſatisfie the latter, at the 
hazard of my life; and taking a favourable opportunity 
to make my Princeſs acquainted with my intendments, 
urged ſo many reaſons for that cruel neceſfity; which 
would ſeparate me for a time from her preſence; that 
though ſhe was a little troubled at my departure ( 3s 
was the King her Father, when I requeſted of him a 
ſhort abſence to vifit my Countfy and = Friends) yet 
ſhe could find no Argument againſt fo Juſt, fo neceſſary 
and fo Honourable an enterprize, yet ſpared not to 
ſhed. ſome precious Tears at our parting, whilſt mine 
accompanied hers with the like Compaſſion, and giving 


her all the aſſurances I was able, of as ſpeedy a return 


as the weighrineſs of my Affairs would permit, we par- 
ted, and going to take leave of Generous T hcodates, and 


recommended the care of my Concerns in. Scythia to 


him, he would not part with me till he had put me on 
a göod part of my way, and then we parted with ſtrict 


Embraces, and all the tendereſt Expreſſions of a Paſſi- 


onate Friendſhip that words were capable to expreſs, 
or hearts ſo firmely united as ours to conceive ; but in 
this undertaking I was unfortunate 2: for taking Ship at 
Bizantinm to. paſs into Aſia, in our ſatling, we were 
aſſaulted. by ſeveral Ships of War, Man'd with Thrac:- 
ans, and cominanded in Chief by Arimbas, Governour 
of that Province, who in the long abſence of Alexarn- 
der, took the boldneſs to enrich himſelf by Piracies on 
thoſe Seas; and though I plainly perceived the fear of 
all that were with me, yer my Honour called upon me 
not to yield without ſuch a reſiſtance as left the Ene- 
my but a bloody Victory. I made ſuch a mr . 

, and 


to the Sea; yet at laſt being over-powered with multi- 
tudes, and but faintly aſſiſted, I was ſeized behind, and 
thrown down bound with Chains, and preſented to A. 
rimbas, who deliberated a {mall time, whether he. 
ſhould put me to death for the obſtinate reſiſtance } 
made, and the revenge of the loſs of ſeveral of his beſt 
Commanders whom I had flain : But the great Ranſome 
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he, expected, and which 1 prapoſed to bim for my LA 
berty hindered that cruel intendment; yet he Would 
not take my word to ſend it him, but kept me very 
ſtrictly Guarded , and confined me at Hi ae iu] to fo 
ſtraight an Impriſonment, that through deſpair of ac 
compliſhing what I was going about, and a greater fer 


fear, I ſhould not in this condition be able ro keep i 


Princeſs, I was often reſolved to die by my own han 
but then my Love pleading ſtrongly againil it, hinde- 
red that fatal reſotution | 

It was in this condition, Brother, I lingered out many 


tedious days, whilſt you was fighting for my intereſ; 


and it was in that cruel confinement a whole year Tit 
cled round; yet am not!] able to expreſs the ſorrow J 


conceived to be ſeparated from you, whilſt the Empire 


of Darius, and even his life ſunk under the fortune &f 
Alexander : But at laſt by the favour of the Gods 1 
found the miſerable ſtate, I was reduced to, and my fa 
complainings had touched the heart of the Captain c 
the Guard, to whoſe cuſtody I was committed, to re- 
lent in a very feeling compaſſion towards my ſufferigs. 
] perceived he had a natural inclination to Virtue, and 
he ſoon made his intentions known to me of the fiber 
ty he intended to give me. I praiſed his Gzneroficy 
and promiſed him whatſoever he would deſire of me if 
he would go with me, and follow my fortune, Which 

made him know would not be inconſiderable in my 
own Country: To he brief, Generous Criton ( for that 
was his name) fo contrived it, that laying Horſes by 
the way, we eſcaped in the night, ard riding bard were 
in few hours out of the reach of thoſe, that might have 
purſued us, if they had timely known of our depar- 
ture. But O the Gods ! how much more was 1 afflicted, 
when on the borders of Perſia I heard of the wotal death 


of poor Darius; and that conquering A exander Was 


in full poſſeſſion of his Empire, leading the remaindet 
of our Family as diſtonſolare Captives after his Army. 
] bad then infallibly died on the point of my Sword, 
had not the alone conſideration of my love, and the pro- 
miſes I had made of eturning to my Princeſs obſtractetl 
it. It would be endleſs to tell you the complaints f üt-⸗ 
tered againſt my cruel deſtinies, and of the great fot= 
#dly that oyerwficimed my Scot in an inundat ton of mi- 
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ſeries, but when by the earneſt intreaty of Criton, and 


others about me, who laboured all they could for my 


repoſe, time had a little moderated the exceſs of my 
grief, ſeeing my Dominions loſt, paſt my recovery in 
the private condition I was reduced to by my adverſe 
fortune; my Love made me think of performing my pro- 
miſe to my Princeſs, as fearing my long abſence might 

ive Arſacomes an advantage to proſecute his deſigns, by 

xearing ſo high on the Kings favour, and that ſo in the 
end he might raviſh from me all that I had left dear and 


valuable in the World; andin order to this, we paſſed 


the Araxis, entering the borders of Scythia, where! 


heard in my abſence not only of A-r/acomes ſtrong preten- 


fions to Bernice, but that my adverſe fortune had raiſed 
me up another Rival, one Cydaris Prince of the Tauro- 
ſcythians and Agatriſians, but that ſhe had deſpiſed his 


preſumption, and yet being blinded by the violence of his 


paſſion, he conld not forbear diſcovering it to the King, 
imprudently demanding his conſent, which fo enflame 
im with anger, that he cauſed him to. be ſeized and im- 
priſoned, being hardly diſſwaded by the entreaties of his 
Princeſs, and of his Queen, to ſpare his Life; yet at laſt 


he turned his diſpleaſure againſt that raſh Prince into a 


1 baniſhment from the Court. I was extream- 
y pleaſed at my Princeſſes firmneſs of Mind, and con- 


£5 


ſtancy towards me, inſomuch that neither Ar/acomes; 


nor any other pretender, were able to ſhake her affections 


4 : ; 


in favour of them. 


We continued our Journey towards Iſedor, when 
coming within a few furlongs of a vaſt Forreſt, I under- 
food that the King, Queen and Princeſs, with many 


Nobles and Ladies, were diverting themſelves that morn: 


ing in Hunting. This made me conſider, whether I ſhould 
appear before them preſently, or ſtay till they returned 
to the Pallace; but whilſt I was in theſe thoughts, I ſaw 
a Man all Bloody come galloping full ſpeed towards me, 
and when he was within twenty paces of us, he fell from 
his Horſe with all the ſigns of a Man very near his end; 
Tran to give him ſome aſſiſtance, but ſcarce had I begun 


to ſpeak to him, when caſting his Eyes upon us: Ah, 


(cryed he faintly) loſe not time about me, for I am but 


a dead Man; but if you are Scyzh42zz5,, or Men of a No- 


ble Mind, make haſt to ſuccour the King, who is in dan- 
| | 3 ger 
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King in the midſt of them, who defended themſelves 
againſt the double number, with a moſt invincible Cou- 
rage: THY had ſlain molt of their enemies;Bur the great 
eſt part of their Companions lay dead or gaſping on the 

ground. The King had his Sword in his hand, where- 
with he defended himſelf with a great deal of Courage, 


but all would have proved unprofitable; had we not 


come timely up to his reſcue, I ſaw amongſt them The- 
odates and Arſacomes; who, though unarmed fought 
vety valiantly in defence of their Prince : I ſtood not 
long to conſider which ſide I was to take, but flew in 
amongſt the Enemy with a fury, that I ſcarcely made 
i blow bat it gave a mortal wound, and thoſe that at- 
tended me ſeconded me with ſo much Courage, that 
the half vanquiſhed Scythians recovered heart by our 
example; and made their Enemies begin to doubt the 
lſſue of the Combat: It quickly grew more equal; 
than it was at our arrival, and the nuniber of the 
Traitors were in a ſhort time leſſened ; he that com- 
manded them perceiving the change of Fortune would 
have animated them by — and his example; but 

was able to do no great matter, and I having known _ 
him by many tokens ſought him in the midit of his 
Men, and in ſpight of all Obſtacles, wherewith they 
oppoſed my paſſage, I laid him dead on the ground, 
which ſo diſcouraged his Party, that moſt of them be- 
ing ſlain, ſome few fled, and eſcaped my Fury among 
the thickneſs of the Trees. I then turned my ſelf about 
towards the King, who was coming to meet me with 
open Arms, yet gave me not time to ſpeak e're he cryed 
out: O Valiant Man, you yet have conquered but in 
part, and unleſs you fave the Qeen and Princeſs, you” 


yy 
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ave done nothing for my ſafety. — Pt 
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Theſe words went ſo near me, that I felt my ſtrength 
almoſt reduced by them, and ſeeing that the King him. 
ſelf ran towards the place, where he defired we ſhould - 
Succour thoſe dear perſons, I ſoon got before him, and 
my Love guided me ſo favourably, that I diſcovered the 
Chariot, about which there had been an obſtinate and 
bloody Combat. All they of the Guard were ſlain at 

the ſides of it, and O Gods! how infinitely did rage 
tranſport me, when I ſaw my Princeſs in the power 
of a Man, who carrying her away in ſpite of her crys 
and reſiſtance, and would have delivered her to ano- 
ther very well armed and bravzly mounted; certain- 
ly all the words in the world are not able to expreſs 
my Fury, and I was ſo animated by that fight, that 
all the Enemies Forces were not able to reſiſt me: 1 flew 
in amongſt them like a Thanderbolt, and having my 
Sword up to ſtrick him that held my Princeſs, the 
fear ] had of wounding her made me withhold my blow, 
and turning towards him, who was ready to receive 
her, I brought it down with ſuch a force, that both 
his Arms flew from his Body, and his Companion fear- 
ing ſuch. another diſaſter quitted the Princeſs, but 
ſcarce had he disbardened himſelf of that glorious 
weight, when he when he was alſo disburdened of his 
Head, which with a back-blow I made Helmet and all 
to rowle between the Chariot wheels; I then fell in a- 
mongſt the reſt with a ſucceſs, but little different, and 
ſoon put an end to the Combat, for ſuch as remained 
unllain, ſeeing all the reſiſtance they could make but 
) fruitleſs, endeavoured to ſave themſelves by flight, yet 
few of them eſcaped our juſt reſentments. 5 
As ſoon as we had no more Enemies to contend 
with , I turned to the Illuſtrious Company, all ſtain- 
ed with Blood, and in an equipage, which my Princels 
was pleaſed to ſay, for all it was terrible had ſomething 
in it not unpleaſing to her. I conſulted a while with 
Love and Decency, whether I ſhould run firſt to the 
Ring or my Princeſs; but ſcarce had J turned my 
Horle ere I ſaw the King coming to embrace me with 
open Arms: whoſoever thou art ( ſaid he) O our va: 
liant Daliverer, it is to you we owe our Lives, and 
von have won them to your ſelf, with ſo matchlels a 
Valour, and ſo great a Generoſty, that * * 
3 þ-.. | ould 
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had I freed my ſelf from the Kings gras when 
; 


membrance of your Favour, and by th it 
aof my Honour; and I were very blamable, it I (ould. 
think, 1 bare done any thing for the preſervation of 
pour Majeſties Life: It is to your on valour you owe  _ 
it, and tõ the Gods, to whom it is tod Pretions to ſüffer 232 
24 7 ay. . 4 — a - hay TWIT >> © 
it be loſt; and if they were 5 7 L{hoald be ſo 17 e 
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ſhould be born our Subject, you ought ts be the Mz: 
ſter of them forever. Inſtead of replying I leaped 


from my Horſe,” when caſting my ſelf at his feet (6 


ſuddenly, that he could not prevent it, I diſcovered my 


ſelf to him. The fight of me ſtruck him with wonder, 


when ſtepping back two or three paces in the greateſt 
aſtoniſhment imaginable, and then coming forward and 
embracing : O A-ſaces( cryed he) O Arfaces ! with- 
out ſaying any thing more at that time, by which Iper- 
ceived my abſence had abated nothing of his kindneſs 
towards me, and my Princeſs has fince confeſſed: ro 


me, that ſhe wasforced to uſe a very violent conſtraint 


upon her ſelf in that ſuddain ſurprize, and that by my 
good fortune I had part enough in her favour, to give 
her motions of Joy in this encounter, which it was 
yery hard for her to diſſemble; yet following the 


Queens example, ſhe contented her {elf with teſtifying 


her acknowledgements in the ſame manner, but ſcarce 


Theodates making his paſſage through the reſt, came 
to give me, and receive embraces from me, which 
ſhewed all that were preſent the nearneſs of that friend- 
ſhip, wherewith we were united ; And when the King 
had allowed every body to welcome me, he came a- 


gain to me himſelf, and reiterating his Favours: It was 


impoſſible ( faid he) by the Miracles you have dene 
for our- Preſervation, that you ſhould be any other 
than A-/aces ; ſuch prodigious effects of Valour can 
find no example, but in what you have done for us al- 
ready : Vet ſince we are deſtined to owe our Lives to 
ſomebody, I praiſe the Gods, that it is to my dear Ar- 
faces, to whom we may be indebted for them without 
thame or trouble. ai 

I had been ſilent during the Kings obliging Words, 


and Endearments; but now taking my time: Sir (ſaid 


1): your Majeſty ſets. tov high a value upon what | 


was but too powerfully engaged to do, both by the re. 


nd by tlie conſideration 


py to be one among your Servants, who contributed any 
thing towards your preſervation, *tis only I, that have 
the entire obligation to the Gods for the moſt glorious 
favour they can do me. 276 dd 
Forbear ( ſaid the King) to rob ene of what is 
due to him alone. We ſhould not now have been alive, 
but for his Aſſiſtance, and 1 find as much ſatisfaction in 
avowing it, as I ſhoutd do ſhame, if I neglected obli- 
gations of this nature. J will acknowledge them with 
all my Affection, and with all my Power; And if ever 
the King of Scythia be ingrateful to Arſaces, I would 
have him paſs through the whole world for the moſt 
unworthy Man upon Earth. He ſaid much more to the 
- Purpoſe, and commanding the dead bodies to be view-. 
ed, that he might if poſſible diſcover the Authors ef 
this Treaſon, and Violence, Cydaris and Bandamis 
his Brothers were found among{t the drad and 
dying, the latter was not quite dead, when looking up 
a little; if Cydaris be ſlain (ſaid be) J] will keep him 
company without trouble, and die willingly for him, 
as he died for Bernice, and the reparation of his Ho- 
nour - He to avenge his affront would have killed the 
King, and to content his Paſſion he would have carried 
away the Princeſs ;, we have yet another Brother, who 
will revenge our Death. At theſe words he fainted and 
died away. My Princeſs, who by nature is very tender: 
- hearted, knowing who they were that attempted this, 
was infinitely troubled; ſhe had been the innocent cauſe 
of the death of ſo many Men, and of the danger her Fa: 
% phy 
As wepaſfed on towards the City, the people came 
- haſtily from, as having taken the Alaram, and were o- 
ver-joyed to fee their King in ſafety; and when they 
had caſt themſelves at his feet with Tears in their Eyes, 
by his Command they came afterwards to proſtrate 
themſelves at mine, and do me Honours which | tain 
would have refuſed, All Scythia made rejoycings for 
the ſafety of their King, and I ſtood higher in his fa. 
vour now than ever, which made Arſacomes enereaſe 
bis envy towards me. I heard from Theodartes how in 
my "abſence he had perſecuted my Princeſs with bis 
Iove, and in what mafmer ſhe had rejected him with 
dAiſdain; bat in this height of fayour, I could not but 
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8 Rival was ever likely to remove me from 
er Heart. This greatly allayed my ſadneſs, for all the 


 Arſaces was in this part of his relation, when the 


Princeſs Bernice, Apamia and other Ladies came into 
the Tent, which cauſed him to break off abruptly, to 
receive their Viſits, and a brightning joy appeared in 
the faces, when they underſtood their ſtate of health 


Vas in a manner reſtored : Vet Oroondates being wil- 


ling, that Arſaces ſhould proſecute his Narration, the 
Princeſs with ſome *bluſhes was contented to hear the 
rſt withour tern g ln. 


e End of the Second Book, _ 
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II is true, my fair Princeſs. ( continued Arſaces) that 
being obliged to this recital, by the command ofmy 
dear Brother, I have declared to this Illuſtrious Com- 


_ pany the Teſtimonies you gave me of your Affection; 
but they are not ignorant, that it was to the remem- 
brance of Oroondates, you granted what could never be 
due to the ſervices, or to the perſon of Artaxerxes, and 
that your inclination to a Brother ſo worthy of your 
Love made you look upon the Paſſion of his. dear 

Friend and Brother more advantageous,than you would 
have done upon that of the Pie of . 

Ar ſaces having addreſſed himſelf in this modeſt ex- 
cuſe to Bernice, he turned towards Oroondates and the 
= 5 the Company, and proceeded where he had 

N „ 10" 
be ſervice ] had done the King of Scythia in this laſt 
Action, and others I might do him conſiderable enough 
to be taken notice of, made me raiſe my hopes, that in the 


end notwithſtanding the ancient hatred. of our Famihes, 
when my true quality ſhould. be known to him, I might 


gain his conſent to Crown our Loves with the deſired 
ſucceſs. I ſtood now fo high in his Favour, that A/. 
comes had no advantage over me; and had it not been 
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for the power of the Queen, I ſhould without doubt 


have held the firſt place in the King's Eſteem and Aﬀe- 
ion, though. I laboured not to make my ſelf great in 
Offices and Employments; for having thoughts far di- 


ſtant from thoſe, I was ſatisfied with cauſing that to be 


given to others, which Men, who had been Slaves to 
an Ambition different from mine, would perchance 


have reſerved for themſelves; and by this deportment 


| gained to my Intereſt a reaſonable number of Friends; 
yet I ſo little treſpaſſed upon their friendſhip, or upon 
their compliance, which the eſtate of my condition 
obliged: them to render me; that amongſt them all 1 
never obſerved any one of them togrow-cold towards 
me, or diſcontented : I no fooner knew of Theodates 
Love to the Princeſs. Thomiris Daughter to Carthaſis 
the King's Brother, but I thought my ſelf obliged to 


aſſiſt him in it, by the interceſſion of the Princes Ber- 


nice, whoſe goodneſs did me that favour, not without 
ſucceſs, to oblige ſo dear a Friend, for whom the had 


a higheſteem ; and indeed his Gracefulneſs and Virtues 
commanded no. leſs from all thoſe who had any Conver- 
fation with him, 8 


lived on this manner at /ſedon, beloved of: my 
Princeſs, and high in the Kings Favour: When a new 


occaſion called for my further ſervice. The King had be- 


ſtowed on me contrary to my inclination the Provinces 
that had belonged to Cydaris, forfeited by his Trea- 
ſon and Rebellion; when a little after news came, that 
the T auroſcythians were up in Arms, under Amaſis 
the youngeſt Brother to Cydaris, with whoſe revenge 
Bandamis had threatned the King, ànd theix number 
was not fo conſiderable. as to give him any cauſe to deſ- 
= it; we had certain notice they were no leſs than 

ifty Thouſand, The King delayed not to oppoſe this 
Torrent, ere it ſhould grow too impetuous, and 
did me the Honour, to give the Command of his Army 
tome, I was not a little ſatisfied to find fo. remarkable 
an occaſion to deſerve thoſe Favours, the King had con- 
ferred upon me, and to eſtabliſh my ſelf more and more 
by the Services I hoped to do him; on the other ſide 
I 'was not a little afflicted to leave Bernice, although 
I foreſaw, not that my abſence would be ſo long as it 


proved, The Army was quickly in a readineſs to march, 


"It's And. 
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and I no ſooner had taken leave of the King (who dif 
0 miſſed me with many endearing expreſſions, and pro 
I miſed to himſelf an infallible Victory in the ſucceſs 
| that uſually attended my Conduct in War). But! 
went to take the like of my Princeſs; I found her in 
ber Chamber much troubled at the news of my depar- 
| ture, and when I had ſaluted her with a very low ſub- 
= miſſion: Igo, Madam ( faid I) to labour for the re. 
poſe of Scythia, and for my own, and that hope alone 
ſweetens the violence of my grief, and at this ſeparati- 
on I ſhould not be comforted, did J not believe, Hea- 
ven intends it only to reunite us more firmly. It 
cannot favour me in the Employments the King gives 
me without advancing my happineſs, and when the King 
ſhell know, I am the Son of Darius, he will perhaps 
remember I have done ſomething for his Service. Upon 
that remembrance next to yours my Lovely Princeſs, 
my whole Fortune will depend, and ſince ] leave it to- 
_ rally at your feet, it is at your feet, I hope to find it at 
my return: Preſerve that for me therefore,that A-/acomes 
and Stratonice with ſo much injuſtice would take from me, 
and remember that I cannot yield my pretenſions to 
them, nor to any body in the world, without quitting 
my Life together with them. Buß 
HFave a care of your ſelf (reply ed my Princeſs, look - 
ing on me with Eyes that ſparkled goodneſs) That you 
may preſerve your ſelf for Bernice, as you deſire ſhe 
ſhould preſerve herſelf totally for you; and do you 
reſiſt that violent ardour of your Courage, that car- 
ries you ſo far into danger? As ſhe will reſiſt the Im- 
portunities of :Ar/acomes and Stratonice, if your re- 
membrance of me makes you more circumſpect in. Fight; 
And if my intereſt makes you go. into dangers with 
more moderation than you were wont. I will Combate 
here for you, with all the aſſurance, and with all ihe | 
ſucceſs you can defire : In this Arſaces I ſhall follow my 
own inclination as well, as your recommendation; but | 
remember, I will be obeyed in what J demand of you, | 
and that I ſhall be ſufficiently afflicted in your abſence, 
without being tormented with the fears of the perils 
Fou are in. iy nt 25,7 


My 
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My Princeſs accompanied theſe words with many o- 
thers no leſs obliging, and by thoſe pleaſing marks of 
my felicity, ſhe made me know, that nothing but my de- 
parture hindred me from being the moſt fortunate of all 


Men living. I took my leave with effects of grief, which 


all my conſtancy. could not hinder, and before J went 
gut of her Chamber, I received a Scarfe from her partly 
wrought with her own hands. After that I retired to 
my dear Theodates, and recommended my Life and For- 
tune to him in my abſence, which next to Hernice ] left 

in no other hands but his; and the next morning I march. 
ed with the Army, attended by a great many gallant 
and experienced Commanders. We found ſome difficulty 
to force the Enemy from the freight paſſages of the 
Mountain Taurus, which they had fortified ; but that 
being overcome we paſſed thoſe hage Alps, and gave 
their main Army Battel in the Plains, overthrowing 
them with an incredible ſlaughter, though they fought 
deſperately, like Men in deſpair : And in a ſecond Bat- 
tel Amaſit with the greater part of thoſe, that followed 
him was ſlain, few of them endeavouring to ſave them- 
ſelves by flight. I willi not deny, but I contributed 
ſomething to theſe Victories, by reſtoring the Battel, 
when our Men gave ground, and cauſing the Squadrons 
that were in rout to rally, and come up with greater 
Courage to the charge, animating them by my words, 
and by my example; yet I fought not Amaſis in the 
fight, as being unwilling to deſtroy 2 Prince, two of 
whoſe Brothers had already fallen by my hand, and by 
that means to extinguiſh a Noble Family in Scyrhia; 
but his great Courage and thirſt of Revenge precipita- *' 
ted him into a death, that ſenſibly touched me with pity ; 
But though the Field was thus cleared, the Towns being 
ſtrongly Garriſoned held vs much longer in reducing 


them to their Obedience, during which time impatient 
to hear from my Princeſs, I writ a Letter full of oblig- 


ing expreſſions to Theodares, whom alone I dared to in- 
truſt in my Love concerns, and in it I incloſed one for 


Bernice, Which as I remember was in theſe words, 


\ 
Alrſaces 


| 5 


Alrſaces to the Princeſs Bernice, 


20 burn for you, tobe at ſo great a, diſtance from yoy, 
and to fear inceſſantly to loſe jon; Doyou thinſ, fair 
Princeſs, that theſe are light afflitt;ons to your poor Ar- 
ſaces, and that his Love, his Abſence, and his Appre- 
benſions are nat capable of giving him that death which 


he has not found amongſt your Enemies Swords] becauſe 


your will ordained him to avoid it. For Love the God, 


ferbid, I ever ſhould complain of it, it does and ever will 


make my moſt glorious condition. For abſence my 
Duty obliges me to bear it, and it is by the ſervice J 
Go her Father, that I ought to make my ſelf worthy of 
my Princeſs ,. but my fear hath 2 ] 
cruel, and if I could be ſecure againſt the misfortunes 
4 apprehend, I ſhould endurc the reſt.my torments with 
greater Courage. I do not donbt Divine Pranceſs of the 
conſtancy of your mind, but I aread the ſtrong perſecu- 
tions, I dread a Saveraign Authority, and I dread the 
Fortune of Arſaces; yet it is altered fince it only depen- 
acth upon you, and ] have nothing at all to do with 
Chance, ſince you are the mark of my deſtiny, nor can 
I but expect a happy one from your Gooaneſs, and it is 
out of that hope, J will remember you have impoſed a 
commend of living, and of returning upon yaur faithful 
Arlaces. 79 N 7 85 


I writ another to the King, in very obliging terms, 
iving him an exact aecount of our ſucceſs, and hen 
F had finiſhed them, I ſent one of thoſe faithful Scy- 
thians, Theodates had preſented me with, as my truſty 
Meſſenger. He diſcharged that office with Prudence, 
and with Caution, returning with anſwers, whilſt we 
lay at the Siege of Bruſſia. The King wrote to me 


with praiſes able to have ſatiated the Ambition of the 
moſt glorious Men in the world, r me recom- 
deſire or hope for. 
Theodates gave me confirmations of his Affections or 
. | - : | MOM „ i t e 


penſes Infinitely above all I coul 


mething in it more 
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the moſt obliging terms, he was capable of expreſſing, 


| it it Was Bernicè s Letter, that cauſed my im- 
ratiency 3 IJ oꝑenedd it, and having imprinted. many af- 
fectionate Kiſſes on it, read theſe words with tranſports 
of joy: i Er W 


them in. 
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The Princeſs Bernice 10 her beloved 


* 


I you Love me, if you are abſent, and if you be in fear 
*þ 


or me, you ſuffer nothing, Arſaces, which I do nor 
ſuffer as well as you, and I may truly proteſt, I am not 
exempted from any of thoſe diſquiets, which my Affection, 
the want of your Company, and the fear I am in for you, 
can make me feel, in this there is a perfect conformity be- 
tween us. I cannot condemn an Affection, which I have con- 
ceived for him, who of all Men living is the moſt worthy 
of it; I bear your abſence out of the ſame conſiderations 
that male you endure mine, but I knom not ham ts defend 


my ſelf againſt the Jer of loſing you, in. theſe dangers ins 
to which you. too light 72 


ly precipitate your ſelf. Secnre me, I 
fray you, againſt this apprehenſion, if you will have me 
cure you againſt yours, and think of bringing me home 
Arſaces, :f- you would find Bernice again in the ſame con- 
dition you left her. "AP : *. 


Iwas exceedingly pleaſed at my Princeſſes kind ex- 


preſſions, and haſted an end of the War by offering the 


Kings pardon to thoſe, that would peaceahly ſubmit 
themſelves, that I might 2 and 


6 , that I Ade ſooner return to 
this had the deſired effect; for now thole finding mercy 


extended to them, Who before could not reſonably ex- 

pect any other than ſevere puniſhments from an angry 

Sovereign, for ſo unjuſt and ſo unnatural a Rebellion, 

laid down their Arms and opened their Gates, and when 

I had entirely reduced thoſe Provinces, and Garriſoned 

the Towns to retain them firm in their Obedience, 1 
| EI Was 


* 
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was about to return with the reſt of the Army, with 
much contentment. I received an Order from <4 King : 
which hindred my coming to 1ſedov, where my Heart 
and all my intire Affections remained. Arimbas Go- 
vernour of Pontus and Thracia had invaded that part 
of Scythia that bordered on Thrace, with a powerful 
Army; and againſt that proud aſpiring Man, it was, 
that {had a Command from the King, to lead his F orces, 
whilft he was raiſing recruits to ſtrengthen us. I went 
againſt that Enemie with joy, from whom I had receiv- 
ed ſo many proud inſults and injuries in the cruel Cap- 
tivity he made me endure, after I 'was taken on the Sea, 
and to let him know who I was, I delayed not to ſend 
him a Letter by a Trumpet in theſe terms : 
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Arſaces to Arimbas. 


Tis againſt your Priſoner, O Arimbas ! that you are 
to decide the ſucceſs of this War, and at the head of 
his Army he will make you ſee he was capable to defend 
his Liberty againft you, if you had aſſaulted him with e. 
qual Forces; I bring you: my Head for the Ranſom, I fru. 
ſtrated you of, and you may attack it with more Glory than 
you did before, and I hope you ſpall pay me yours as the re- 
ward of your cruel and ungenerous uſage to 
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Fe received this Letter with ſome aſtoniſhment, I B 
yet having asked the Trumpet many Queſtions, he di- m 
miſſed him with an anſwer in theſe words: ; 
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ed in Rivulets. Tou have heard, vir, the particulars 
of that Action, and 1 need at this time tell you no more 
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,, Arimbas to Arſaces: 


| 87 ace the Gods ſend me my Fugitive again, I, to puniſh 


him for his flight, will receive the occaſion they pre- 


ſent me for that end, and; becauſe heretojore J too in- 
dulgently ſpared. his Life, Il take it now for the Ranſom, © 


whereof he thinks he has eluded me. Mie ſpall {ze his Cour 
rage at the Head of his Army, and will give him occa- 
fron enough either to revenge his quarrel, or fall more glo- 


| riouſly than he deſerves. _ 


I could not but ſmile at his threatnings, though 1 


knew him valiant, but ſo proud withal, that that alone 
ſpoiled all his good Quality, and having put our Army 
in Battle Array, I marched directly againit him, and 
found him prepared to receive us, when coming witl- 
in an Arrows fligtit, having commanded our Men to 

ſtand ſtill, I galloped between both Armies, and defied 
him with a loud cry to the ſingle Combat; Arimbas, 
who could not hear himſelf Challenged before ſo great 
a number without ſhewing froots of the Courage he 
had boaſted, ſpurred towards me with full ſpeed, and 
darted one of the two Javelins he held in his hands at 
me, Which paſſed by me without effect, when immedi- 


ately be took the other, and ending ys Career, we clol- 


ed with a very impetuous ſhock ;. he fought. with ſome- 
thing a blinder rage than I, fo that he only ſhivered his 
Javelin in ſplinters againſt my Shield, but mine being 
a little more warily aimed, found a paſſage through tlie 
Beaver of his Helmet, and piercing through his Head, 
made him fall dead from his Horſe in the fight of both 


Armies, ours ſending forth a joyful cry, and by this 


firſt Action ſo aſſured themſelves of Victory, that they 


ruſhed on the Enemy with great fury, and both ſides 
4 onphGhllinately; The Ground was quickly covered 
With. 


the Bodies of the dead and dy ing, and Blood ſtream- 


than 
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than that after a bloody and obſtinate Fight, we became 
Victorious, with the flaughter of the greateſt part of 


7 


our Enemies. | | 
Queen Thaleſtris, who till then had hearkried pati. 
ently could not now forbear interrupting him: I fought 
(faid ſhe) under your Command in that Battle, and 
cannot pardon your Modeſty, which robs this Company 
of the knowledge of thoſe many gallant Actions, you did 
in the Fight, and it was with a great deal of truth, that 
the Scythi ans publiſhed the Honour of that glorious Vi- 
ctory to be due to no Body but their General. A-ſaces 
could not ſuffer the continuation of this Diſcourſe, and 
to take her off from it, Madam, (faid he) you pive 
me an advantage which belongs not to me, and fince 
our Troops were honoured with your preſence, with. 
out doubt you. your (elf did Actions there, Which would 
have darkned all the glory of mine, if the Honour ef ſo 
great a Command had not given all the luſtre, that made 
them be taken notice of. At this the Queen was filent, 
and Arſaces went on. „ 
Alter this Victory, and the retovery of all the Towns, 
thar had either been taken or revolted, I was permitted 
by the King to return to Iſedon, which I did with much 
joy. The King came to meet me, and I was received by 
him amidſt the loud Acclamations of the People, ho 
crowded to ſee me, and welcome me with ſuch expreſſi- 
ons, as made me know, how great a Love they bore me. 
When I pur one Knee to the Ground, to receive the 
Kings Civilities, he inſtantly raiſed me; And what (iaid 
he) ſhall we do, O our valiant Deliverer ! to ſhew you 
we are not ingrateful; and what can we offer to Gene- 
rous Arſaces, that he may not already pretend as his 
due; we were before indebted to him for our Lives, and 
now we are doubly indebted to hitn for the conſervation 


of our Eſtate, ſo that neither the greatneſs of our Ob- 
ligations, nor that of his Glory can admit of any further 


addition 


I anfivered theſe words with a low reſpectfulneſs: 


Tis your Majeſty (ſaid I) that reduces Arfaces to terms 
of not being ſufficiently able to acknowldge your good 


ness; The opportunities, you have given him to ſerve 


Fou, do too highly recompenſe all that he has done, and 
That high Fortune, to which you have ratfed a Stranger 
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is infinitely above my merit and my hopes. Alter that 
opinion, (replied the King, if you have ſuch a one) ſuch 
Strangers as your ſelf, do quickly make themſelves known 
over all the World, and as Scythia has nothing that is 
above you, believe its King poſſeſſes nothing, you may 
not hope for from his affection. He accompanied theſe 


Words with repeated endearments, and after permitted 


Prince Carthaſis and others, to receive my ſalutes, but 
Night being come we parted, and I went to my Lodging, 


here Theodates came to me, and after we had very 


kindly embraced and renewed our proteſtations of an 
eternal Friendſhip, I ſaw ſomething in his Face, which 
preſaged my misfortune. I was conſtrained to preſs him 
a long time, before he would tell me the cauſe of that 


trouble, at laſt he told me the Queens power in my Ab- 


ſence had overcome all the Kings repagnancy to give 
way to Arſacomes his Love to my Princeſs, that that 
preſumptuous Rival having been repulſed by Bernice in 


the ſevereſt manner, had taken his Bed, and either was 
Jt emo to be in a grievous e Sickneſs 
Aa 


and the Queen, who knew the cauſe of it, after ſhe hai 
endeared the King to her with all her Charms and cun- 


ning Allurements, plainly told him, that ſhe was reſolved 


to die with that dear Brother, if his Majeſty would not 
contribute to what alone could ſave their Lives, and at 
laſt had prevailed with him to lay his Commands on 
the Princeſs to go with him in a viſit to Arſacomes, to 
receive his Services and to cheriſh his Affections, as a 
Prince, whom by the Alliance himſelf had made with 
his Family, he thought worthy of ſerving her, and of 
being her Husband, and had already paſſed his word to 


both him and the Queen, for the confirmation of it, 


commanding her upon her Duty and her Allegiance, to 


yield her ſelf obedient to his Will. That the Princeſs 


ad received this Declaration and theſe Commands with 
mortal I rances, yet all her intreaties, perſwaſions, low 
Submiſſions, tears and reſolves to be Wedded to'her 


Grave, could not mollifie the King to pity her, nor make 


hiin revoke his cruel determination. | 
_ Theodates ended this fatal diſcourſe, though more at 


large, which ſtruck me a over with a ſuddain trem- 


bling, that 1 {carce'y covered my Senſes in a long 


While, but then found ſome conſolatien in my Prin- 


cellcs 
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ceſſes goodneſs iu her repugnancy, and in her unſhaken 
Conitancy, and in that alone I eſt | 
yet I could not but abhor the Kings Injuſtice, 


would force her Inclinations for a Man, whom I account. 


ed to be little worthy of her Love, and remembring the 
Services | had done him, could not chuſe, but reproach 
his ingratitude, with terms full of reſentment. Then 
FL asked Thee4ates many queſtions concerning my dear 
Brother, whom to my exceeding, grief | had heard, was 
a Priſoner in the Caſtle of Sercy, yet he could tell me no- 


thing of. yoy, ſaving you was ſtrictly kept and no Body 
permitted to ſee you, and notwithſtanding the Complaints 


of the Scyrhians, who murmured aloud at the reſtraint 
of their generous Prince, the King continued more ob- 


durate than ever. This was a new cauſe of Affliction to 


me, however I bore it, in hopes I might prevail with 
the King to ſee you, and gain upon his affections to me 
to ſet you at Liberty, and reſtore you to his favour. In 
the mean while I reſolved to pay a viſit to my Princeſs 
in her Chamber; 1 found her all in Tears, and no ſooner 
caſt my ſelf at her Feet; but ſhe threw her Arms about 


my Nec x, and uſed all the modeſt kindneſſes to me, f could 


eeeof herr f e 
The Gods have brought you home according to my 


defire, (laid ſhe.) nor could they recompenſe the ſorrow, 


your abſence has cauſed in me, but by the joy of your 
return. 1 have wiſhed for you a thouſand times, both 
for your own intereſt and for mine, and if your preſence 
would have been pleaſing to me, your aſſiſtance would 
. Pave been no leſs in the Perſecution J have endured. You 
have defended your ſelf fo well againſt them, (anſwer: 
ed I, being traniported with theſe obliging words) to 
have ſtood in any need of my aſſiſtance, and you have 


been a better Champion for Ar/aces, than Ar/aces could 


in xeaſon deſire; all my Blood, fair Bernice, is of too 
poor a value to purchaſe the ſmalleſt part of theſe Obli- 
gations. 3 ff 5} 07 ONT DAUR-£7:51 170 Rial a 
In what 1 do for you, (ſaid my Princeſs) I follow my 


own inclinations aud my gratitude, which equally oblige 


me to Love yon; nor did I labour leſs for Bernice, than 


for Arſaces, when] reſiſted the Kings unjuſt Commands; 


And making me ſit down by her, ſhe told me all. that the 
King and Aacomes had ſaid to her on this 3 
| ie | | | W t 


eemed my ſelf happy; 
os 
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what ſhe had replied, delivering her words with an Acti- 
on, that ſecured me from all my fears, and made me con- 
£Jeiit to baniſh all my apprebenfjons: Oh Gods ! how 
ſweet were her promiſes to me, and with what incre- 
dible Raptures did J hear her expreſs the averſion ſhe 
had for A-ſacomes : Fear nothing my dear Arſaces, (ſaid 
ſhe) and if you will not offend me, ſuſpect me not of 
the leaſt inconſtancy. I know well enough to what ver- 
tue and obedience oblige me, to have hitherto preſerved 
that power over my ſelf, which 1 with reafon may keep. 
The King may conſtrain me te receive A, ſacomes his vi- 
its, but he cannot conſtrain me to Love him, and if he 
ſhould preſs me to Mary him; I ſhall have reſolution 
enough to prefer Death before that unworthy Match. 

The way to hinder it lies open to us, (taid 1) when- 
ſoever you are too much importuned by A-ſacomes, l 
wear a Sword, that will be able to deliver you from his 
importunities; I will not ſuffer that unequal Competitor 
do have an unjuſt advantage over me, and all the Autho- 
rity he hath in Seythia ſhall not defend him from the 
hands of a Rival, not altogether ſo unworthy as he, of 
the glory to ſerve you. I brought forth theſe words 
with ſuch a vehemency as made my Princeſs fear ſome 
eſſects of my Jealous reſentments, but ſhe was deſirous 
75 to prevent it, and hindering me to lay more: You are 
not prudent Arſaces, (replied ſhe) not to ſee the ruin 
of your deſign in ſuch an enterprize, nor can yvu come 
to any violence againſt Ar/acomes, but by diſcovering 
to the King and to the whole Court, what by ſo many 
reaſons you are obliged to conceal 5 do but depend upon 
the aſſurances I give you, and never let us try the moſt 
dangerous courſes till the laſt extremity.lf my Brother 
regain his Liberty, which we muſt labour for with the 
King, uſing all our power and intereſt, that and he 
knowing you to be alive, may fix vour Love with the 
Kings approbation, as ou were inſtrumental in caufing 
Darius to approve of his to Statira. „ 

This highly pleaſed me; J laboured all I could to (ze 
vod; 1 ſent ſome I could truſt to corrupt your Keepers 
for the obtaining a viſit. but in vain; Which made ant 
reſolve to warch all occaſions for an opportunity, where 
in the King might be in a very pleaſing humour, to move 
him to ſet you at Liberty, and E to bis * 
| 1 $5220 ai? 


— 


Ww ER ee SR. „ , „ ES EE 3 2 1 0 


N —_ 


— 1 


130 The Hiſtory Part IV. 


and the leaſt 1 believed he would readily grant me, was 


the permiſſion of paying you a viſit, wherein J intended V 
to make my ſelf known to you, and not to leave any thing b 
honourable unattempted for your ſafety, and for your tl 
releaſe. To this end I took my advantage to ſpeak to the i 
King concerning you, but he prevented me in it, he. L 
2inning the Diſcourſe himſelf in terms full of anger and of 
reſentment ; but when he had ſpent part of his Choler, MW m 

l 


and I found by his filence he N 18 to know ſome- 
thing of my Opinion Sir, (ſaid 10 if your Majeſty 
, would give me freedom to utter my thoughts, I proteſt D 


would abuſe it no further,tban to repreſent to you what In 

a true Zeal inſpires me with, and when J perceived he 8 

expected the continuation of my Diſcourſe: fu 

ls it poſſible (continued 1) that that noble Son of at 

yours, the Greateſt and moſt lovely of all Princes in the R 

World, whoſe Virtue found nothing but adorers a- pl 

= © mongſt his greateſt Enemies, ſhould not find ſome re. as 
= mainder of I ove, or at leaſt of Compaſſion in the heart | 

N - of the King his Father; have thoſe faults, which a violent b 

Love made him to commit, and for which he hath ſuf- W 


{0 fered ſo many ſharp afflictions, {tifled all the tenderneſs 
f Nature in you, and baniſhed the knowledge you had 
Wl of the admirable qualities of that Son, whom the Gods 


gave Mankind as their moſt accompliſhed Workmanſhip, or 
where were there another King to be found, that would P 
not redzem ſach a Son as Or oondates at the price of his 3 
W 


. Dominions, and who, in conſideration of his youth and 
9 of his paſſion would not forgive Offences, which he ac- be 


if companied with a thouſand great and miraculous AQt- ra 
| ons. I ſaid a great deal more to your advantage, but th 
BY at laſt the King growing impatient. di 
| |; Arſaces, (ſaid he) 1 know that you are generous, and 1 


that the report of ſome Virtue which appeared in Oroon- pl 
| Aates in his earlier years, makes you ſpeak as you do in | 
bis favour; but fince that all his good Inclinations are i lat 
— loſt; he has betrayed me and himſelf with fo much baſe- W in 
| neſs and meannels of Spirit, that 1 cannot conſider thoſe | th 
{ig things that were good in him, as other, than ſo many ad- 4 
[4 | vantages,which he has baſ-ly abuſed. If he had Valour, pa 
he (hould have employed it for the good of his Country 
_andof his King: If he had handfonnefs and graceful to 
Faſhion, he ought to have made ule of it for a more juli fai 


fable Ml - Br 


grew to a 
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fable and a more glorious Conqueſt, than that of Das 

rius his Daughter, and Alexanders Captive, and if in 
brief, he had Ambition, he ſhould have ſhewed it at 
the head of anArmy,like that of Alexander's; and accord- 
ing to the Rudiments I had given him, inſtead of wa ſt- 
ing the prime of his Youth ignominioully in the Service 
of my Enemy, and my particular irreconcileable Ene- 
my. Theſe words I muſt confeſs touched me very near: 


ly and ſcarce could I retain thoſe Sighs and Tears, that 


would have diſcovered, how much I was concerned in that 
Diſcourſe. I ſtrove to diſſemble it all 1 could, and look- 
ingon the King with a troubled Countenance : What, 
Sir, (ſaid I) do you then believe Oroondates has ſname- 
fully abuſed himſelf, in ſerving the Daughter of Dar:xc, 
and do you imagine, that King held fo inconſiderable a 
Rank among other Monarchs, that you look upon the 
purpoſes, your Son had to contract an Alliance with him, 
as a mean and unworthy deſign. | 
lam not ignorant of Darius his Quality, (replied he) 
but how great ſoever he was an Enemy, and my Enemy 
with ſuch a kind of Mortal hatred, that no conſideration 
was ever able to reconcile me to him or his. I found in 
this, (with much inward trouble) my fatal Sentence as 
good as already paſſed upon me; I pleaded many things 
on the behalf of Darius, and the ſuffering Houſe of 
Perſia, now ſinking in its ruins, to move him to relent, 
and to be touched with ſome compaſſion, for a miſery 
which even Alexander himſelf, as great an Enemy as 
he was, had deplored with tears, but found him inexo- 
rable and unmoveable, and fearing my own concern in 
this calamity ſhould make me utter words, that miglit 


_ diſcover me, I broke off abruptly, and only requeſted, 


I might have the Honour to pay you a viſit. This he 
proteſted. would not have refus d me; had he not been 
bound by an Oath to ſuffer no body that Liberty: Theſe 
laſt words utterly ſtopt my Mouth, and 1 left bim with- 
in a while after but ſo ill ſatisfied in his Diſcourſ;, 
that it was eaſily tb have been obſerved in iny Face. I ac- 
quainted my dear Friend Theodates with all that had 
paſſed between us. He comfort ted me with hopes of bet- 


tet things than 1 pon, and we contrived many ways 


to pay you a viſit, but the ſtrictneſs was ſuch that they 
failed us; and indeed my high favour with the King now 
Period. * 1 Ten 
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Ten or twelve days were ſcarcely paſſed ſince my re. 


132 


turn from the Army, e're being in my Chamber, I fy 
Cleobis the Captainiof the Kings Guard enter it. I thought 


at fir{t he came to pay me a viſit, but whilſt 1 was about 
to ſalute him, he ſeized on my Sword, and drew it from 
my {ide with ſo ſuddain an Action, that I had not time 
to prevent it, if 1 would, and demanded me in the Kings 
Name torender my ſelf his Priſoner. I was ſomewhat ſur- 


prized at this, and being preſently ſurrounded with the 


Guards; I looked on C!cobis with a Countenance and 
Action that ſtruck terror into him, and made him know 


*ewas no trivial enterpriſe he had performed m ſeizing 


om me in that manner: What Cleobis, (ſaid I frowning) 


am Ia Priſoner to day in the ſane place, vhere yeſterday 


I Triumphed, Sir, (replied he) the King bas laid his 
ſtrict Commands on me to ſeize your Perſon, nor hay: 
executed his order without being exceeding, ſorry for 
it. Do you know (continued I) the cauſe of your Con. 
miſſion. No, (replied he) neither is the King uſd io 
declare his intentions to us in employments of this Na. 


ture; I can only tell you, that laſt Night he gave 


long Audience to a Stranger privately in his Chamber, 
who a few days has been a retainer to Ar/acomes, 

By this I preſently concluded I was diſcovered, and 
betrayed by ſome Perſon, who had ſeen and known me 
in the Court of Darius; nor was ] long in this doubt, 


(being conveyed to a ſtrong Apartment and Guarted) 


c're the King of Scythia entred with his particulzr 


Guard; 1 went to meet him as uſually, and perceiv:d 


all the marks of Anger in his Face, and when he had 
cauſed his Guard to retire out of hearing, looking on me 
with an enflamed Eye, that ſeemed to dart the fire of lis 
diſpleaſure at my Face: 3 5 
come to viſit you, (ſaid he) Sir, Artaxer ves, and 


this reſpect is what is due to the knowledge of your Qua. 


lity. The ignorance of it has made us faulty towards 


vou, but when I ſhall once have it confirmed by your own 
mouth, I will repair the errors I have committed, by u- 
ages more ſuitable to what | owe to the Prince of Per: 


fra. After theſe words I bad no longer reaſon to doubt 


the cauſe of my impriſonment, and though 1 found in 
them an extraordinary ſharpneſs, they could not terrifie 
iu: to make me difory! the Blood of Darius. J judged 


ſoch 
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ſach a baſeneſs would render me . unworthy of the ho- 

your J bad to be deſcended from him, when looking up- 
on the King with a daring confidenceg Thoſe (ſaid 1) 
that endeavour to ruin ine in your Picnics Opinion, 
have but ſmall knowledge of your Generolity and of the 
little Love I bear to Life; but ic were a thouſand times 
more dear to me than it is, and that I manifeſtly ſavy 
the loſs of it in this confeſſion. There is no fear ſo pow - 
erfal as to make me difown the honour I have to be of the 
Race of Darius. His misfortunes, which ought to ſerve. 


ua all Kings as an Example, have not taken any thing from 
inp tim of. his Dignity, nor from me of the glory to be born 
0 of the firſt Monarch of the Univerſe. If 1 did not de- 
ay Kere this ſooner, it was becauſe J waited till Fortune 
biz; WY [ould preſent me with occaſion. to render you thoſe 
vo Cervice's, that might reaſonably blot out the hatred of 
i WM four Mind towards our Family. IL ſaid many other things 
m. bat when | had ended, hie turned his fiery Eyes upon me 
%o WM vitha furious Action: Is it true (ſaid he then) that you 
a. re the Son of Darius, and that you are bold enough to 
ez ell me ſo, which cannot be but fatal to you amongſt 
er. te Scyhiangs. It is true, that you are the Son of my 

nor tal and irreconcileable Enemy, and of him, who has 


g WM often dyed. our Fields with the Blood of my Subjects, 
and with my own ; and now the Gods have delivered 
you into my hands, to revenge in part the injuries] have 
Y {MW '*ccived. from yon and yours. e 
5 This inhoſpitable fury of the Kings, for whom I had 
4 WM done ſo many great things, very ſenſibly touched me; 
d ſpared not to tell him he owed his Life and Kingdom, 
to the Services I had done him, whilſt J neglected the 
loking Empire of Darius, and my own particular in- 
tereſt This enflamec his anger but yet the more: When, 
1d Ah, (ſaid he) doit thou think. by theſe ways to, eſcape 
my juſt indignation, and under theſe -pretences to dil- 


1 
3s WM guiſe the pernicious deſizns,that brought thee into Scy- 
%%. Thou cameſt to execute, what thou hadſt plotted! 
u. with Oroon dates in Parſia, and it is for that end thou, 
„ laſt lived fo long unknown amongſt us. His baſe Exam- 
t ple has ſtrenztheued thee in thy wicked intendments, 


and it plainly appears, thou art as capable as he of all, 


manner of per fidiouſneſs, after having betrayed! your, 
YT THE  - _ 
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Kindred, and abandoned your Father in the utmoſt ex- 
tremities. | > | 

O Gods! howYeeply did theſe cruel and injurious 
words pierce into my Soul, and how much was the 
grief | felt for thoſe dear Friends, renewed by the: 
wrongful and inhumane reproaches ; my grief had ſo dif. 
ordered my Senſes that loſing all reſpec to the Father of 
. Bernice. and of Oroondates, I flew out into expreſſions 
that at another time would have been very unſeemly: 
Ingrateful Men, (ſaid I) thou hadſt not now been alive, 
nor poſſeſſed of a Kingdom, had it not been for the Son 
of Darius, and if thou hadſt any Senſe of Virtue, cr 
the leaſt ſpark of Honour, thou wouldſt not go about 
to blaſt the Reputations of two Princes, which have no- tt 
thing to be aſhamed off, but what the one drew fron I fi 
thee, and what the other has done for thee; and ſince hi 
thou neither deſerveſt ſuch a Son as Oroondates, nor ſuch 
4 Friend as Artaxerxes, glut thy ſelf with the remnant MI p 
of the moſt illuſtrious Blood in the World, and believe, * 
that though ] am alone and unarmed, I could yet ſhed . g. 
thine, if a ſtronger conſideration than any reſpect to the tc 
did not reſtrain my hands. | m 
Aͤt theſe bold (and perhaps unexpected) words, the BW H 

King ſtood fixed, and as unmoveable as a Statue. I can. th 
not conclude,what reaſon hindred from ſuffering the tor- ¶ o 
rent of his indignation to break out upon me, when hz WW an 
ving fo many Guards about him, he might eaſily hav re 
commanded them to have kill'd me unarmed as I was; but WW N 
I could no longer endure his preſence ; for leaving him in i f 
that confuſion I went into my Cloſet. : 

Behold a very ſaddain change and a ftrange revolutich i I. 
of my Fortune in ſo ſhort a ſpace; yet if I had any fear, ſ| L 
was for Bernice and Oroondates, leaſt I ſhould entangle n 
them in my ruin. The day was not half run out, when fo 
I was put in a Chariot, and ſtrongly guarded to a vilePr: 
ſon. True it is,the Keepers were civil to me as I could 
deſire without hurt to themſelves ; and the Scythiav 
murmured aloud at this injuſtice and baſe ingratitude 
of their King, though he kept the true cauſe of my im. 
priſonment as a ſecret,unleſs to but a very few, in whon 
he could entirely confide. I had only with me Cr: 


and the two Scythians, Theodates had preſented to 10 
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and with much difficulty they were permitted to attend 
me for the proviſion of ſuch neceſſaries, as might be 
uſeful in the preſervation of my Life; yet were they fo 
ſtrictly ſearched going out and coming in, that] durſt 
not ſo much as ſend a Letter to my Princeſs, or any bo- 
dy elſe by them, and the King uſed all thoſe ſo ill, that 
entreated to viſit me, as made them not dare further to 
move him in it; yet one Night I heard a noiſe at the 
Grate of my Window, by the raping of a Sword, when 
Criton running to it, came haſtily back to aſſure me, it 
was my dear Theodates, who deſpiſing his own ſafety, 
had attempted that way to pay me a viſit; I leaped out 
of Bed with ſome joy, and no ſooner diſcerned him by 
the glimmering of the Moon, but I put out my hand as 
far as I could, and raiſed my voice, yet ſo as not to be 
heard by the Guards. 

My dear Friend, (ſaid I) is it you? Yels, Sir, (re- 
plied he) it is I, and if I have not the liberty to entertain 
you at a nearer diſtance, neither accuſe the fear of dan- 
ger, nor the want of my affection. It is too well known 
to me, ſo much as to imagine it, (ſaid I) and you give 
me a dangerous proof of it, for which I with all my 
the WY Heart would have diſpenced with it. We had ſome o- 
an- W ther words of Civility, but time being now too preti- 
or: cus to trifle it away, I asked him about my Princeſs, 
ba and the condition ſhe was in. He told me her Conſtancy 
ave remained unſhaken, and that all the misfortunes in the 
bu WY World were not able to alter it in my favour, though 
nin WY ſhe was infinitely afflicted for the Kings ingratitude,and 

for what had ſo unexpectedly befallen me, Upon this ere 

I could expreſs the ſatis faction I conceived, he put a 

Letter ſhe ſent into my hand: I retired preſently to read 

it by a Taper light, that burned in my Chamber, and 
found in it theſe expreſſions of my Princeſſes goodneſs, 
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ration of the danger that dear Friend was in, if any one 
had diſcovered his attempt, made me break off all de- 


Arſaces to the Princeſs Bernice. 


| 
on 1 
14 
9 
#48 N 
| \ 
= 
| U 
= + ; 
30 1 
D j 
* 
1 
: 
| . 
þ k 
. 
. . 
- 
1 
* bo 
is 
14 
1 | 
1 
4 : 
4 N 
ann 
IN 
74 
1 
£1 
4 
47 
1 : 
FX , 
21 
= ? 4 
I 
bd * 
4 N 
Line 
. | 
1 
mn * 
1 19 
i 
1 
1 
a 
14 
1 
19 
11 
N 
1 
+1 
= 
| 1 
o | 
F , 
_ 
'R 4 
* 1 
1 4 
1 x 
- 
CY 
l 7 
* 
at 
$1 
1 
a! » 
it 1 
„ 
[ 
4. * 
1 
3 
5 
4 s 
9 
4 
4 
111 ; 
5 
9 N 
HE 
#8. » 
14 N 
119 
18 
1 
9 . 
9 
1 
an 
3 
| 
4 
$ 
N L 
4. 
Cs | 
, 
i4 
FI: * 
4 
1 
4 
! 
1 
1 
1 


— —y— 
— — — 


The Hiſtory Part IV. 


The Princeſs Bernice to Prince Arſaces, 


IF you have met mith 3 amongſt my Friends, 


= ſtretch not your reſentments (my dear Ar ſaces) ſo far 


4 Bernice, but believe my condition cannot be good, (j 


long as yours is had; I ſuffer, becauſe you are unworthily 
uſed,and I ſuffer the more, becauſe you ſuffer for my ſake, 
not that Fhewail my deſtiny, if you continue to Love me, 
1 ſtrall. never he unhappy, if you be. ever fait hſul, nor ſhall 


you ever be unfortunate, if Bernice's Affections can con. 


tribute to your felicity. All the perſecutions that riſe up 4. 
gainſt us, ſhall not be able to ſhake it; and the King if 
Scythia can ſhew no cruelty to Arſaces, that will not be e- 
Jually fatal to Bernice. n l 


In theſe few. words J found ſuch. conſolation, (that it 
Theodates had not minded me, how pretious time was, 
and that mv Princeſs required an Aniwer ) I ſhould have 
continued a long while in xpreſſing it, but the conſide- 


lays, and write to Bernice in theſe terms: 
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eclion, he has rob'd me of her ſight, ſince that is a thin 
A limit of his jth Ts only in the want of 5 
that my impri ſonment conſiſts, and being forbidden to ſee 
you, 1 ſhould be as much a Priſoner in the open Field, as 
in the cloſeſt Dungeon, Fear nothing then, my dear Ber- 
nice, ſince (except thoſe that depend on you) this is the 
greateſt unhappineſs I can receive, and being ſecured by 
your promiſes of whatſoever I could apprehend, all that our 
Enemies can do, is not terrible enough to ſtrike fear into 


the Courage of Arſaces. 


I ſent this Letter with many verbal expreſſions by he- 
odates, who kindly taking leave returned over the high 


Wall of the Garden, the way he had come, where his Ser- 


vants waited with a Ladder. He viſited me many other 


times,as did ſome other of my Friends, to the hazard of 
the Kings Diſpleaſure,(and perhaps the ruin of their For- 
tunes) had it been known. He told me, ZopiroBrother to 
Arimbas was upon the Frontiers of Scythia with a pow- 
erful Army, and that the King had News, Alexander 
himſelf was advancing to revenge the laſt defeat, and 
this fear; and the importunities of his People, had pre- 


vailed with him to you, Brother, from your long con- 


finement, and make you General of the Army, which 


did not a little rejoice me in the midſt of my ſufferings, 


and though my Friendſhip alone was ſufficient to make 
me do ſo, 25 I confeſs, it was increaſed by ſome little 
Intereſt, I doubted not, but 1 ſhould ſtill 
find the ſame affection undiminiſhed that you formerly 
ſhewed me, and was confident in the Authority you was 
going to recover, J might hope for all the ſupport and 
aſſiſtance J expected againſt thoſe Enemies at Court, 
whom I believed to have incenſed the King againſt me, 
for the furthering their own ambitious deſigns ; yet 
could I not think it convenient you ſhould ſo ſoon learn 
the truth of my Affairs, for fear, leaſt being but up- 
on the point of getting again into your Fathers good 
Opinion, the endeavours you ſhould uſe in favour of me 
might caſt you more deeply into his diſpleaſure than e- 
ver, and deſtroy a Fortune that was but weakly ſetled. 


Theſe 
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Thefe conſiderations made me put it off to the end of 
the War, and to intreat Theodates (who was to attend 
you in that Expedition, wherein you did ſo many glo- 
rious Actions) by the Sacredneſs of that Oath of Se- 
crecy, he had formerly given me, not to diſcover me te 
you, till the end was crowned with ſucceſs, and you by 
it ſhould eſtabliſh your Intereſt with the King, and this 
was the reaſon you was kept ignorant of your dear Bro- 
ther, who was ſo near you. The Prince of Scythia here 
interrupting Ar/aces: It is true, (ſaid he) my dear 
Brother, that T heodates Religiouſſy obſerved what he 


had promiſed you, and ſtill ſpeaking to me of you, as 


of Arſaces, he contented himſelf in begetting a Love in 
me towards you, by the recital of your 50 qualities, 
without ever giving me the leaſt hint to ſuſpect you was 
my dear Artaxerxes. The remembrance of your Death 
had blinded all ſuſpitions of your being alive, yet! call 
to mind, that when ſome tears fell from my Eyes to think 


of that inſupportable loſs, which neither Time nor the 


continued courſe of my Adventures had made me forget, 
T heodates would often alledge Examples to make me be- 
lieve, that by ſome ſtrange effect of Fortune you might 
be ſtill alive, and that there had been Perſons deceived, 
after as great probabilities as thoſe, which had perſwaded 
us you were really dead. 1 = | 
The Prince would have gone on with his relation, 
but having notice by the Servants, Dinner waited, it was 
deferred till after it. - 


The End of the Third Boot. 
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T HE Princes and Ladies being returned to their 

1 Chamber, and Ar ſaces declaring himſelf in a con- 
dition ſtrong enough without the prejudice of his health 
to proceed in his Narration, went on where he had left 


off in this manner: 


As J was joyful at your Liberty and glorious Employ- 
ment ( Dear Brother) ſo was I not a little pleaſed to hear, 
that A- ſacomes was to wait on you in that Expedition, 
by which means my Princeſs might for a time be freed 
from the perſecutions of his proffered Affection, and 
more at Liberty to let me hear from her often, yet in 
this 1 found a misfortune, which was in looſing Theo- 
dates, that faithful Friend, and generous Prince for a 
time. We parted very ſenſibly afflicted, and I found his 
inclinations to ſerve me, were ſo great, that he would 
have put off that unſought for Voyage, if the Kings ex- 
pou Commands (who had no light ſuſpition of his 
friendſhip to me) had not hindered it; but though Ar- 


ſacomes was abſent, he had left that charge to the Queen 
his Siſter, that he could not ſupply himſelf, and ſhe 


proved very troubleſome to my Princeſs with her over 
officiouſnels, on the behalf of her Brother, but ever met 
with repulſes, when ſhe talked to her of his Love, and 
though I had no Letters from her ſince the n 
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Theodates, yet Criton ſaw the faithful Cyllenia her 
Maid every day, and by word of mouth brought me 
that news, which durſt not be truſted to Paper; but 
whether cunning Srratonice had over heard their dif. 
courſe her ſelf, or by Spies, or that of my Princeſs 
with Cyllenia, or that ſeeing them often together, or 
by what way ſoever it was, it grounded in her a ſtrong 
ſaſpicion of our Love; but yet being willing to make 
a turther diſcovery of the certainty, e're ſhe would 
divulge her thoughts, by promiſe of rewards and ad- 
vancement, ſhe gained a Spie to her Party, very near 
my Princeſs, who effectually brought her deſqns about. 
This Maid as my Princeſs was fallen a ſleep by reading 
over the Letters, I had ſent to her at ſeverat times, 
finding the door of her Cloſet half open, ſoftly en- 
tered, and took ſome of thoſe that lay before her; yet 
the number being many, ſhe miſſed them not, when 
| ſhe waked, but putting the reſt into her Cabinet, as 
concluding no body been there, and gave them to Cy/- 
lenia, to lock up in her Srong- box. This Treacherpus 
Maid had no ſooner gotten theſe undeniable Evidences 
of our pure Affection, being thoſe Letters I had writ 
to my Prineeſs, ſinee my Impriſonment, but ſhe haſted 
with them to Stratonice; ſhe no ſooner read them but 
ſhe eaſily found the cauſe, as ſhe ſuppoſed of my Prin- 
ceſes averſion to Arſacomes; and thinking to remove it 
by violent ways, She went with them directly to the 
King, making her cruel accuſation to him, and put 
into his hand thoſe Witnefl:s, that were to convict 
us. He no ſooner caſt his eyes on them, but he knew 
my hand, and having no ſooner read one or two of 
them ( as I had it ſince from Cyllenia) but his Coun- 
tenance changed into a Fury, that the Queen durſt 
not look ſteadfaſtly on him, and when he had a lit- 
tile recovered himſelf, he vented ſo much rage in threats 
of vengeance againſt me, that it is impoſlible for me 
to expreſs them in the manner he did it; and when 
he had read them all over: | | 
Thy hopes are in vain ( ſaid he) falſe Arſaces, diſ- 
ſembling Artaxerxes, and though by thy Diſſoyal Pra- 
ctices thou corrupteſt my Subjects, and armeſt my 
oven Children againſt me, know that thou ſhalt reap but 
mall advantage by it, and thou ſhalt profit but very | 
LED | - Uttle 
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little, either by the Infidelity of Oroondates, or by the 
weakneſs of Bernice, Then he walked about the 
Chamber venting his fury in moſt terrible words, ex- 
claiming againſt my Princeſs, and reſolving ſpeedily 
zpon my death, by moft cruel Torments. In this rage, 
wherein he ſhewed himſelt but little Maſter of his Paſ- 
fion, He ſent for Bernice, commanding the Guards to 
bring her Box by force, if ſhe refufed preſently to de- 
liver it, and not to give her time to diſpoſe of any 

Gods“ how infinitely was my Princeſs ſurprized, 
when in ſtead of a kind welcome, ſhe was wont to re- 
ceive: Thou wicked ingrateful Creature ( ſaid he, 
with a very furious Action) or rather, thou Monſter 
of Infidelity, and Ingratitude,behold the gallant marks 
of thy Vertue ( ſhewing her my Letters) Thou art not 
only convinced of an affection which diſhonours thee, 
and fixes an eternal blemiſh upon thy Reputation, but 
allo of holding a treacherous Intelligence with my Mor- 
tal Enemies, or rather a Conſpiracy againſt thy Father, 
and againſt thy King : See here the brave Lettersof 
 Dariuss Son, and boaſt of having made him Triumph 
over my whole Family, as thou wouldeſt have made 
him do over my Dominions, and perhaps over my Life; 
Was it then in favour of this Lover, you fo obitinate- 
ly oppoſed my Command ? And dideſt thou per- 
ſt in that Pride, and that diſdain of birth Inferi- 
our to thine only, to ſeek for an equality in the rem- 
nants of Darius his Blood; And in this diveſted Prince, 
who by his horrible Practices would at the coſt of our 
Houſe, willingly repair the loſſes of his own. He 
ſpeak much more in his Reproches, nor could all the 
Tears and Sighs, no nor Swounings of my poor Princeſs 
in the leaſt. foften his flinty heart, to render it capable 
of the leaſt compaſſion to that almoit dying object. All 
the time of his repoaches the had never had confidence 
enough to open her mouth in her own Juſtification, and 
ber filence perfecting her Condemnation in the King's 
1aſh opinion, he committed. her Priſoner to her Cham- 
ber, which affliction ſhe bore with much conſtancy of 
Nind, and Marvellous Patience, in her.cruel ſuffering ; 
but ſlie hid the goodnels to tell me (and will pardon 
meit 1 rell it vou) that in that great extremity, To 
1 Which 
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which her hard fortune had unjuſtly reduced her. The 
apprebenſion of my danger made the ſupreameſt part of 
her affliction; for the King's pitileſs nature not bein 
unknown to her, ſhe doubted not but that in the vio- 
lence of his anger he might fly to extremities againſt 
my life, nor was her ſuſpition groundleſs; for my Ser. 
vants were no ſooner reſtrained of going abroad, and 
confined with me, when I faw him that commanded the 
Guard come into my Chamber followed by five or fix 
more: He brought a Cup in his right hand, and a Dag- 

er in his left; his Countenance was altered by the bu- 

neſs he had undertaken, and all things about him con- 
tributed tomake me know his errand. I was ſurprized 
at the encounter, and gueſſed, tho with ſome repng- 
nancy, the truth of his Commiſſion ; Yet did I give 
dim time to tell me what it was, and he trembling, and 
ſtammering at laſt, got out theſe words, Sir, (ſaid he) 
the King is reſolved that you muſt die, but the conſide. 
ration he has of your Perſon, and the Services you have 
done this State hinders him from employing the hands of 
his Subjects in the Execution of his Cummands, there- 
fore, he leaves it to your own Hand, and to your Choice; 
either to take this Poiſon, or this Dagger, for the ac- 
compliſhing of his will. 15 

Ab Brother (cryed Oroondates at this part of the 
Diſcourſe) what Prodigies are theſe you tell me, and 
what ſhame will yon have me ſuffer, for being born of a 
more Cruel and Barbarous Monſter, As African 
Mountains ever produced? O thou Inhumane Tyrant! I 
diſavom thee, and ſince thou doſt fo little conſider the 
' moſt Illuſtrious Blood in the world, and the 7 that 
ought to be the muſt dear, and moſt conſiderable to thee ; 


account my Birth more Vile and Shameful, than if 


had received it from the dregs of the People, Oroon- 
dates tranſported with his reſentnent, would have 
gone on with his Iuvectives, had not Arſaces hindered 
it by proſecuting his Story in this manner. . 

J looked (Brother) upon the Man that brought this 
fatal Meſſage of death, with an unchanged Countenance. 
What ( ſaid I to him) are all my Services come to this 
Period? Are not you one of thoſe very Scythians that 
haue ſeen me at the Head of your Armies, ſecuring your 


10 


Peace, hy the loſs of my own Blood ? And are you reſolved 
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to obey the K ings unjuſt Orders? And to obey his har- 
barous Commands? Yes Sir (anſwered he ) and if 
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after the choice I have offered you, your hand refuſes 
to perform his Sentence, mine muſt be the- Inſtrument 


plied !) with a countenance more reſolute than his; and 
Death is too familiar with me to take it from any other 
hand but my own ;, therefore give me the Dagger, the 
other Death would little become the Life of Arſaces, 
And he has been prodigal enough of his Blood, to make 
thee believe he can pour forth the remainder to ſatisfie 
the ingratitude of the King of Scythia. | 

At theſe words, I took the fatal Weapon; but not 
eſolved to die alone, I plunged it into that barbarous 
fcllows breaſt, and immediately ſeizing his Sword, I 
reſolved to diſpute my Life with the reſt of thoſe AC 


ſaſſins, though I was deſtitute of Armour: And to be 


brief Brother, being well ſeconded by Criton, and my 
two valiant Scythians, who had got the Swords of thoſe, 


1 had preſently Slain, and thereupon took courage, by 


ſeeing ſome poſſibility of eſcaping, I hewed my paſſage 


through the Guards that oppoſed me on the Stairs, 


deſpiſing the points of their Javelins, and all the 
reſiſtance they could make, and in ſpite of all reſt 
ſtance quitted the Palace, and got ſafe into the Streets, 


though not without ſome wounds, where a great 
many people ſeeing us covered with blood, came 
Hocking about us; yet though the Guards cryed to 
them in the King's name to aſſiſt them in killing us; yet 


after I had made my ſelf known to them by ſome mo- 
ving expreſſions of the Services, I had done for their 
Country, in the preſervation of their Lives and Liber- 
ties, they ſo much abhorred the King's Baſeneſs and Ingra- 
titude, that inſtead of aſſiſting, they peſtered up the 
way, and hindred the Guards from purſuing us, by 
which means we got out of the City; yet the King 


hearing of it ſent more Forces with great haſt to overx- 


take us, when being on foo:, weary and wounded, we 


could not have eſcaped their Swords, if Heaven almoſt 


in a miraculous way had not timely provided for our 
ſafety; for whilſt 1 was contending for iny Life, about 
twenty Horſemen came up, and caſting my eyes upon the 
foremolt, 1 know lum to be my dear I Hccdates, return- 

| | | ing 


to uppen that defect. 7 will ſave you that labour (re- 
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Kreſs, but gueſſing truly at the cauſe, he rid up furi. 
_ ouſly with his Troop, and ſoon diſperſed tho. 
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ing from your Camp. He no ſooner ſaw me in this di- 


that 
had preſſed upon us to take our Lives; and making free 
Paſſage, Courage, Valiant Ar/aces( cryed he) we muſt 
eſcape, and Theodates muſt either bring you off from 
this danger, or periſh with you. He gave me no leave to 
reply, but immediately cauſed us to mount his Lead 
Horlſes. and poſt away with all the ſpeed we were able, 
and ſo we were carried off without further difficulty; 
but the many wounds, my two faithful Scyrhians had 
received in the Encounter, ſoon put a Period to their 
lives; nor could I refrain to deplore their deaths with 
Tears, nor omitted I any thing of thoſe Funeral Solem- 


nities, that were due to {ach generous Men, and to ſuch 


truſty Servants, l 1 Jp 

We were no ſooner got into a place of ſafety, but 
when I had embraced Theodates with many expreſſions 
of Gratitade, and made him ſenſible how I was redu- 
ced to the condition he found me in; He could not 
refrain to expreſs his reſentments of the Kings Baſeneſs 


and Ingratitude ; and having given me an account how 


you had defeated Zopiro, and the glorious Valour you 
had ſhown on that occaſion, he perſuaded me, there 
was no ſafer retreat from the King's Malice than in 
your Camp, and uſed ſo many entreaties to diſpence 
with his Oath, that he might make me Knowri to vou 
by a Letter before our arrival, that I could deny that 
dear Friend nothing he would defire of me. I gave way 


to it, and he ſent one by a truſty Servant, who brought 
back word, you was retired from the Army, they knew 


not whether; and by your Letter directed, had con- 
ferred the Command of it on Arſacomes. This was a 


ſenſible grief to both of us; and I was ſome time detain- | 


ed by my Wounds, during which generous Theodares 
would not ſtir from me, but provided all things neceſſa- 
ry for my Cure, and for that of faithful Criroms, 
I Vas all this while exceedingly afflicted for the dan. 
ger my Princeſs was in, and the ſenſtble grief I was af 
{ured ſhe could not but conceive on fo ſuddain a change 
of our Fortunes. This diſquietude of mind made me con- 
trive many ways to hear of the condition ſhe remained 


in, and what ſhe ſuffered for my ſake, 1propoſed to ] 
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Theodates, that we might go neater to Iſſedon, and in 
: diſguiſe lye concealed, but it was long e're I could 
prevail with him to approve of it; yet ſeeing the 
trouble thatoverwhelmed me in many diſcontents, he told 
me it was more ſafe to convey our ſelves under the ſhelter 
ofthe Night into the City, than to lye near it, for tlie po- 
pulouſneſs of it, and the great reſort of Strangers would 
àdminiſter far leſs ſuſpicion; and moreover the King 
would very hardly believe after what has happened, 
any Man in your circumſtances would expoſe a life ea- 
gerly ſought after, ſo near him. I highly approved of his 
advice, and we took our opportunity to enter edon 
yery late, Theodates by the means of his truſty Servant 
provided us Lodging in the remoteſt and moſtunfrequent- 
ed part of the City, but after a little ſtay 1 found my ſelf 
reſtleſs and uneaſie, even in that condition. What ( ſaid 
to my ſelf ) ſhall 1 be free in Iſedon, and not ſee my 
Princels? Ah my Life is not ſo dear to me as that I 
would ſecure it at ſuch a rate, nor can] conſerve it 
without Bernice, ſince it is alone for her I keep it, and 
being at any hazard reſolved to ſee her, I made my dear 
Throdates ſenſible of my intentions, and he co plied 
with my deſign, when he ſaw he could no longer divert 
it, and that conſent was not without ſome mixture of 
bisown Intereſt, The Princeſs Theomiris was ſtill with 
Bernice, and for all her Father's rigorous uſage of her, 
by the means of Prince Carthaſis the was allowed the 
tompany of that Princeſs, whom ſhe truſted with her 
moſt ſecret Councels; we were ſome time conſidering 
the ſafeſt way to find acceis, as not being ignorant $ 
the danger, if we ſhould be fu: prized in this attempt. 
We remembred that the Princeſs Chamber had a win- 
dow with an Iron grate, vot very high, looking into z 
little narrow dirty Street, almoſt uninbabirabie,where 
ho Guards were placed, when in the gead time of tþe 
Night we mounted, and rod thither a ſoftly pace, 1, 
make the leſs noiſe, taking two truſty Servants « 
foot with us, to ſet at the ends of that Street, that 
might give us notice, if any one ſhould come to diſcover 
our conyerfation : In the mean time there had happtn'- 
ed things to my Princeſs. which the courſe of my ftg- 
ty hindered me from telling you, and which | wil nge 
ferount, before | pass further. in my Nagratign. © 
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would be better then, ſaid Oroondates, that you reſt 3 
little, and that my Siſter tell them her ſelf, who may 
perhaps be more knowing in them, than you can be at 
this time. Arſaces conſented, and the Princeſs being 
deſired by her dear Brother, to let him hear them from 
her. mouth, after ſhe had thought a while what ſhe had 
to ſay, began in this manner 7 
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Will not ( ſaid ſhe) repeat to you ( after the re. 

- lation the Prince has already made for me, what tay 
thoughts were after the cruel accidents of the ſurpri- 
zal of my Letters, and after the knowledge I bad of 
my being a Priſoner, and of the danger which 
threatned Prince Artaxerxes. Let it ſuffice, that you 
Already know, I Loved him as much as I believed I ought, 
or as hunſelf could deſire; all my little conſolation was 
in the Converſation of the Princeſs. Theomiris, and 
that Cyllenia was not taken from me; in both of which 
] had an entire confidence, and freely uttered my grief 
0 them, more for the fear J had conceived of Artax- 
greg his danger, than for any other misfortunes that 
ad befallen me. They laboured all they could to com- 
far ine, and reſtore quiet to my mind, though in vain, 
gr all Conſolation ..was. baniſhed thence upon this 
cruel accident: And thus I paſſed over many, reſtleß 
Jas ad nights, when contrary to my-expedtation 4 
Rv the king enter my Charpder, he bought no 90 


_ 
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ay with him, 1 roſe up trembling, to pay my duty 
bt he thruſt me back with diſdain, and fitting — 
in a Chair, darting a bery look at me: N 


I come not, (ſaid he) to viſit you Diſſoyal and Un- 


grateful Girl; 1 owe not ſo much civility to the Daugh- 


ter: in Law of Darius, and hence forward J cannot de- 
fire thy ſight, but as of my molt mortal Enemy. I 
come only to reproach thee of thy Ingratitude and Infi- 
delity, and to examine thee as a Criminal convicted of 
Treaſon againſt her King : Speak, wicked Creature, 


(conti ned he, ſeeing one ſtruck half dead with theſe 


cruel words) and juitifie thy Infidelities if it be poſ- 
fible; didit thou then think the Son of my implacable 
Enemy more lovely than a Prince, whom ] had choſe for 
thee, and whoſe affection I had expreſly commanded 
thee to receive, and if thou hadeſt eyes to judge of the 
difference, there was between Ar/acomes and thee ? 
Hadeſt thou none to conſider that without betraying thy 
Father, and without ſhamefully betraying thy ſelf, thou 
couldeſt not match to the Enemy of thy Houſe, and to 
bim, who had baſely abandoned his Father and his Coun» 
try, to their new Enemies, on purpoſe to compaſs bis 
Treacherous Practices againit their old ones, and 10 
ſeek that revenge by ſecret Conſpiracies, which neither 
he, nor his could find in open War. After he had ut- 
tered theſe and many other cruel reproaches, I vin- 
dicated Prince Artaxerxes as well as I was able in that 
confuſion, and alledged ſo many things in his juſtificas 
tion, reckoning all the good Services he had done the 
King and his people, and arowed my affection for him, 
in ſuch a manner, that the King flew into a greater 
tage tham-befores” phos 45 1.1 4-297)! 
1 ſwear by the Gods {ſaid he) I will ſoon depriwe 
thee of preferring the Son of Darius in thy affection 
before all others, and that indiſcrect, diſloyal-affeQi: 
on ſhall be more fatal ro my Enemy, than ail thoſe il 
deſigns he has had againit me: Prepare for his death, 
which I tell thee of my ſelf, as thou telleit me of thy 
perfidious inclinations to him, and belicve, that the on- 


ly choice Iwill leave thee {hall be that of A, acomeg 
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Theſe cruel words, which I was not prepared to re- f 
ceive, made me fink into Cyllenia's Arms, who ſtretch. | 
ed them forth to receive me. I looked upon the Kin 
With a dying eye, and though it was animated with if |, 

ſome reſentment, and ſtruggling againſt my faintneſs: re 
The Aſhes of Arſaces (ſaid I ) ſhall ever be dearer h; 
to me, than the perſon of Arſacomes ; and if I malt ſhut C 
up my hopes, and my life it ſelf within this Tomb, 1 0 
{hall eſteem my condition happier, than if I were poſ- . 
ſeſſed of all Europe with Arſacomes. Theſe words fu 
put the King into ſuch a rage, that he could hardly re- 4 
frain a violence upon my perſon, but deſigning in the WM ii 
end to wreck his Revenge elſewhere, and give me a more W 4, 
deadly wound, he turned about and went out of dis 
my Chamber in a fury, impoſſible for me to expreſs in by 
words. I trembled at the fright he had put me into for WM 1; 
my dear Arſaces his Life: I was not unacquainted with WM , x 
the King's cruel nature, and his relentleſs perfiſtance IM ee 
in his reſolutions, and that put me into the moſt for- 59 
row ful condition you can poſſibly imagine. Theomiris di 
and Cyllenia knew not which way to comfort me. O Ar 
King of Scythia( cryed J) if thou accompliſheth thy dip 
horrid: and deteltable reſolutions, thou mayeſt well WW Tr 
prepare thy felf for the Funerals of thy Children, Ber. the 
nice will not ſurvive poor Artaxerxes, and Oroonaates of ] 
doubtleſs will die of Grief, when he ſhall hear that len 
the life of his dear Brother, for whom he had ſhed ſo = 
many Tears,was preſerved to fall by the cruel hands of prel 


the King his Father. | 034353 conf 
Whilſt I was in this piteous condition, we were ſur. 
prized. about midnight with claſhing of Arms, and 
eryes in the Court of the Palace, which ſoon retrez 
ted thence into the City, and leaping, out of my bed, 
run to the Window, and ſaw a great tumult, calling 
for Arms and Horſes. This ſtruk me into a mortal fear, 
and made me fall into the moſt fatal apprehenſron. Ah, 
Couſin (ſaid! to Theodates, with a dying Accent, 
and Tears guſhing from my Eyes) My Dear Ar/ace: 
is dead, l repeated theſe words two or three times, an 
then fell into a Swoun. They laid me on my bed, but 1n0 
Honer came a little to my ſelf, ere 1 crawled to tbe 
fame Window, and among many others had the bappi- 
nels to ice Prince Carchaſs my Uncle, and 1 no * 
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perceived he caſt his eyes up to my Window, but by | 
(ns, and beſeeching geſtures, let him know, I begged 
z viſit of him. His Quality and near Alliance made him 
j free paſſage to my Chamber, 1 knew he had a particu- 
lar eſteem for Arſaces Virtues, and would have 'hinde- 
red the King's cruel deſigns againſt his Life, if he had 
had that power over his will, which thoſe of this bloody” 
Councel well underitanding, would not have him called 
toit. e e r 
Hie no ſooner entred, but l ran to him with a ſorrow- 
ful Countenance, my face all bedewed in Tears, and 
caſting my Arms about his neck: Ah, Sir (faid 1 tremb- 
ling) do not flatter my grief, but tell me truly, is poor 
Arſaces dead? No Couſin ( replied he) the King in 
his rage would have put the Valiant 4-/aces to Death, 
but his Genius is more powerful, than that of the Scy- 
thians; and it is not under ſuch Arms as theirs, that ſuch 
a Man as Ar ſaces can fall; he is eſcaped, but has made his 
eſcape like himſelf, and has appeared to the ingrateful 
Scythians the ſame gallant Man he appeared to the affe- 
donate Scythians, when he fought at the Head of their 
Armies. Then he proceeded to tell me, by what a pro- 
digious Valour Arſaces had made his way through the 
Troops of his intended Murtherers. 1 caunot expreſs 
the ſudden alteration! found in my ſelf, nor the exceſs 
of Joy! felt at this ſo wellcome news, and verily” be- 
leved, that Arſaces would neither forg et, nor forſake- 
me, Into what part of the world ſoever he was at 
preſent forced to retire for his own ſafety, and in this 
confidence 1 remained ſo aſſured, that 1 Hould have 
thought it a Crime in my ſelf, and an Injury to his Vir- 
tues, if 1 had in the leaſt ſcrupled his Fidelity; and 
though modeſty forbad me to expreſs any extraordina- 
ty ſatisfaction for this happy eſcape, in my Uncles pre- 
fence, yet he ſaw it plain enough in my face, and having 
ſatisfied and comforted me all he could, he took his leave. 
heard after, the King was ſo enraged for what had 
happened, that he was about to inflict a bloody chaſtiſe- 
ment upon thoſe, that could not hinder A-/aces flight: 
but tine moderating bis fury, he only banithed thoſe 
Guards forever. And ſoon after the Queen came into 
tty Chamber diſſembling, to pay *me a viſtc, but! 


ney ſhe had been the ä ys all our miſeries, could 


ut 
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nat caſt my eyes on her without Indignation, She plain. 
ly perceived it, and when ſhe had ſaluted me after ma- 
ny Excuſes and Proteſtations of Love and Friendſhip, J 
ſee (ſaid ſhe) Madam, you are angry with me, i I 
proteſt to you, it is without a 2 for I have done 
nothing to make you think. J had intentions to hurt you, 
nor did 1 perchance ſeek your diſadvantage, 'when I la- 
Þoured to make you prefer Prince r 
Prince, whoſe Birth and Merits were indeed conſidera- 
ble; but he was an Enemy to the King your: Father, 
and an Enemy to his State: And one, to whom the Gods 
had left nothing that his Anceſtors poſſeſſed. If the 
Gods ( replied I with more boldneſs than ordinary) have MI * 
deprived Prince Arraxerxes of his Fathers Empire, they 
have left him Characters, which all their anger cannot “ 
take away: They have left him a Sword which can. 
recover his Dominions, as it has defended ours; And 
briefly they have left him marks of what he was, and ol 
what he ſtill is, which can ſuffer no compariſon with 5 
any of my Fathers Subjects. If he be the Son of an Enemy, | 
it is of that Generons Enemy, who uſed the Prince my 10 
Brotber, as the deareſt of his Children; and if be be 
our Enemy himſelf, he is ſo brave an Enemy, that with: 
out him the King had not been now alive: Nay, your 
felf, nor Ar ſaromes without his aid been either dead 
l Captives, and perhaps the whole Kingdom 
Ot. , | | WP: | 1 
The Queen, as I well perceived, was ſenſibly ſtung 
with theſe words, and ſeeing me take Ar/aces part ſo 
ſharply, not longer able to diſſemble, after ſhe bad 
compoſedl thoſe bluſhes, that appeared in her face: Tout 
Affections, Madam, to Ar ſaces (ſaid ſhe ) gives 1 
thoughts in favour of him, and to the contempt of o. 
thers, which would be very advantagious to him, if 
they were approved of by the King your Father; but it 
has pleaſed the Gods, his mind is different from yours, 
although he was not inſenſible of Arſaces his Service, 
whilſt he believed him to be his Friend, nor blind to 
acknowledgements of his good qualities; yet was hot 
his opinion the ſame with yours, for the choice of him, 
whom he thought worthy to be your Servant. That 
Arſncomes whom you ſo much deſpiſe, was not ſo cot 
temptible to him, but that he deſtined him to the M 
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gour which you made Darius his Son to hope for! and 
has ſettled the Pardon of the offence; he believes he has 
ſhall render him in favour of my Brother. £ 

The King ( anfwered I, being vexed at theſe-words) 
cannot deſtine me to Arſacomes, without deſtining me 


received from you, ' in the obedience he expects you 


to my Grave, and what obedience foever I owe him, 


Death is able to! give me a Diſpenſation. You ſhall 
not die ( replied the Queen, rifing from her Chair 

bat Time will make you know, what thoſe of your Birt 

and Quality owe to their Fathers, and to their King; 
and how great a difficulty ſoever you make of ſubmit- 
ting to it, You underſtand your ſelf to well directiy 
to oppoſe the will of yours to a Father. 


When ſhe had faid this, and paid me a civil reſpect, 
ſhe concluded due to my Quality, I was diſencombered 
of her Company, whoſe Converſation was not àt all & 
reeable to me, and her Diſcourſe. had ſo vexed ane; 
hat what ( ſaid I to my ſelf) ſhall I be all manner of 
ways Triumphed by Stratonice, and Thall her ünwör⸗ 
thy power over the King enſlave his Daughter to her 
will, no it ſhall not be; Arſacomes ſhall never attain his 
preſumptuous deſigns, whilſt Bernice is alwe. 
-.T went to bed that night in great diſquiets with the 
Princeſs Theomiris, and = trouble kept me reſtleſs, 
| e trampling of Horſes, ard 
the whiſpers of Men under my Window, I bearkened to 
them, till J heard a raping upon the Ironbars, when I 
ordered Cyllenia to ſee what might” be the cauſe. of it. 


dhe no ſooner opened the Window,” but ſhe prefenthy 


knew the perſons by their voices, and running to my bed- 


| fide, Ah, Madam, faid ſhe, Ar/aces is at your Win- 
dow with Theodates ;, I was infinitely ſurprized at*this 


12ws,and flipping on our Night-gowns, land the Prints, 
Theomiris haſted thither. The Princes no ſooner {aw 


us by the glimmer ing lights in the Chamber, but they 
bowed with a very ſubmiſſive reſpectfulneſs, and Aa- 
ces breaking filence firſt: Madam ( ſaid he) Arſnresrs 
yet permitted tõ fee you again; and the Gods have fa- 
ved this Priſoner, this Condemned Man, this Fugitive, 
to reſtore him a. fight; Which is à thouſand times more 


dear to him, than the Liberty they had taken; or the 


Life they would have ta ken from im. 


KK 4 Hr 


192 - The Hiſtory 5 Part IV. 


He would have gon on with his diſcourſe, if I had not 
interrupted him; yes Arſaces ( ſaid 1 trembling ) I ſee 
you again, and you ſee me, but though your ſight is as 
dear to me as you can wiſh , it cauſes greater diſquiets 
in me. than thoſe your abſence would make me ſuffer: 
And if you had loved me, as you are obliged to do, by 
the laſt proofs of your Affection, you had kept my heart 
from thoſe Terrors, to which you now expoſe it; not 
but that I was as much concerned in your ſafety, as in 
my own, but you ought as little to doubt. that I can ſee 
you in the danger, into which you precipitate your ſelf 
without mortal apprehenfion., W hat, continued 1, Is 
Arſaces in Iſſedon, and under the Palace Window, who 
is the ſole aim of the Kings Wrath and Hatred? for 
whoſe deſtruction he woula hazard that of his King. 
dom, I know no danger, Madam, ( replied he) that 
ean fright me from the ſigbt of my Pr inceſs; And! 
ſhould have deſpiſed my Liberty, and given up my Life 
to them, that would have taken it away, if! had believed 


there had been any conſideration ifrong enough to keep 


me from ſeeing, you again. Do not therefore moderate m 
happineſs by your too obiiging fears, but ſuffer me af- 
ter an linpriſonment, which nothing but your abſence 
made unſupportable, to enjoy, what was ſo cruelly forbid 
den me; and to return through all manner of dangers 
to that felicity, for which alone 1 have preſerved my 
felf. He accompanied theſe words with manꝝ other pa- 
ſionate ones, after which 1 received Theodates Civilities, 
and gave him thoſe welcomes, that were due to his qual: 
ty, and his virtues, leaving him after at liberty toenter- 
tain his beloved Theomiris, who received him with a high 
ſatisfaction, and true eſteem of his worthineſs to ſerve 
her, but it was with ſo much diſcretion and reſerved- 
neſs, that the ſevereſt perion could not have found any 
thing to condemn. her in her afte&tion. And after many 
odliging expreſſions had paſſed amongſt us, an all parts, 
fearing A-/aces longer ſtay might beattended with ſome 


unlucky diſcoyery, Having renewed our proteſtations of 


eternal Love, and unſhaken Conſtancy, we parted as 
the day began to dawn, and l ſee him often in that man- 
ner, Whilſt he ſtaied in Jedon, though the King in the 
. mean while ( who little thought he was ſo near him) 
redoubled his Wrath, and hatred againſt him. 15 
*. 8 # caule 


King, 
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caus d many Manifeſtos to be ſent in all parts of the 
Kingdom, wherein he accuſed him of Treaſon, and of 
a Conſpiracy againſt his Life, exhorting all his Sub- 
jeas to endeavour his / deſtruction, promiſing Five 
hundred" Talents, to whoevgr ſhould bring his 


The news of this Cruelty and Malice of the King 
were like to have made Arſaces go beyond thoſe conſi- 
derations, which till then he had preſerved towards 
his perſon: Ah (ſaid he, in one of the viſits h: made 
after ſome other expreſſions ) why muſt this bar- 
barous Man be the Father of Bernice and O oondlates. 
And why is it not permitted me to revenge with the 
Blood of ſo cruel an Enemy, the ingrateful deſign, he has 
againſt my Life, and the wrong he would do to my Re- 
putation. After theſe words, returning to himſelf a- 
gain, and repenting he had ſpoken them, asked me par- 


don, and proteſted he would never mote fall into thoſe 


violent thoughts againſt myFather:But he utterlyloſt his 
patience at the laſt effect of the King's Indignation, which 
the more ſenſibly to afflict him vherever he ſhould be, 
and to put him beyond any hopes; for his fatisfation - 
was His reſolves to Marry me to 4-/acomes, ſo ſoon as 
he ſhould return with the Army, To whom he ſent 3 
Letter in theſe terms : mii Ne 


The- King of Seythia to Prince 
Arſacomes. 


Hnce you are the only Man worthy of my friendſhip . 
and of my Alliance, I intend, that you ſhall have 
them bath, Come therefore Arſacomes to receive the 


recompence that expect: you, as well for the Service, 1 


have received from you, as for thoſe you have rendered 
Bernice. From hence forward ſhe fhall be-yours, and all 


the difficulties you have found in winning her ſhall at 


laſt yield to the Authority of her Father, and of her 
He 


n 


He ſhewed this Letter to many in the Court, and pub 
liſhed his reſolutions every where, that Arſaces might. 
come to the knowledge of it; and feel the armor Yeo 


had prepared for him; and he would needs alſo give 


me my ſhare of it, when coming into my Chamber, he 
laid his abſolute Command on me, to prepare my ſelf 
for receiving Arſacomes as my Husband, ſo ſoon as he 
mould return, whilſt all my Prayers, Tears, Entreaties, 
and Proteſtations to die rather than I would yield Obe- 
dience to this cruel Injunction could nothiog alter his 
determination: And now I ſav / my ſelf reduced to the 
extremity of miſery. and as it were on the brink vf the 
Grave. I would have difſembied my grief to Arſaces, 
whom was to ſee that night; Yet I no ſooner deheld him, 
but in ſpite of all my ſtruggling, Tears flowed-in-an un- 
uſual abundance from my Eyes, and I could conceal 
the cauſe of my Sorrow no longer, I was conſtrained to 
tell him all I knew both of the Kings. meflage to Arſa- 
comes, and of the cruel command 1 had received from 
his on moutvd.. i n 
Arſaces never appeared fo terrible to me as at that 
killing news, and 1 do not wonder that his. Enemies 
ihould think him ſo dreadful in Fight, ſince in the an- 
ger | ſaw him at the ſame time, I could not but be a. 
fraid of him my ſelf; yet did he all he poſſible could to 


maſter it before me, and when he had a little overcome 
Ftremity 


that firſt Fury, which qage him fly into 

of rage aꝑainf de Kis vior HL OCCTL DS, Ae at 
he had kept ſilence for a few moments - *T1s too long 
deferred, (ſaid he) Ar/acomes mult die, and that un- 


worthy Favourite with his Blood muſt pæy for the King's 
_ Tyranny, and his own. 151 not my Juſt Reſoluti- 
e 


ons, Madam (continued he) with unjuſt Commands, 


my Obedience in this encounter would be Cowardiſe , 
and in the extremity, we are reduced to, I ought to be 


exempted from them.“ The King doth but vainly pre- 
gs 2. Marriage for him, to which he has fo. unworthi- 
y pretended ; neither am I ſo unworthily forſaken of 
the Gods or Men, no nor of my own Courage, which 
hitherto, bas ſerved me faithfully enough, but that I can 
make that Rival fall at the Head of. his Army, The 
King of Saythia ſnall ko, tkat the remembrauce.of As. 


faces. 


The reading of this Letter infinit 
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ſees is, not extinguiſped amongſt the Soldiers; And I 
hope it ſhall be with bis own Forces, that I will op- 
of bis own Unjuſt and Tyrannical Intendments; © 
He brought forth theſe words with fo vehement a rage, 
that] found my power over him in this particular was tio 
longer uſeful to me; yet I did ſtrive to pacifie him, as 
much as I was able: Ihave a natural averſion to Blood, 
and could have been willing to have been rid of Ar- 
ſacomes by any ways, but death. Beſides I foreſaw 
ſuch a manifeſt danger in that enterprize to A, ſacec, 
that 1 was conſtrained to hope for a fayourable Iſſue 
of it. I repreſented it to him in all the moving terms 
could find words to expreſs it in, but could not poſ- 
fibly prevail. He left me in may diſquiets, though he 
made me in ſome meaſure hope, he would ſee me àgain 
before his depar tue; But inſtead of himſelf, 1 recei- 


ved a Letter 5 by one of Theedime g his Servants in theſe 


Terms. 
+ ; . | — 
9847 o 
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Arſaces to the Princeſs Bernice. 


J Pepart, Madam, ſince my Flondur, and ſince my 
repoſe will not ſuffer me to remain longer near you, 
and perchance I ſhall not return to you again, till I am 
freed from a Rival, and Revengea of an Enemy. 5 
member your faith{ul Arſaces, and if it pleaſe Gol he die 
in this enterprize, ſuffer him alſo to dic in your me- 
mory. tad 5 nnn 


. 
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| nitely encreaſed my 
priet, and pu. me again into my former apprehenſions. 
began to be afflicted for his Abſence, and to tremble 
for the danger, into which he precipitated himſelf. Ah 
(ſaid I, burſting into Tears) what ſikelihood is there 
that he can effect this deſign without periſhing in it! 


Ah, without doubt Couſin ( continued T to Theomirit) 


we ſhall never ſee 4-/acts more, and his deſpair 950 
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make him ſo far to neglect the means of his ſafety, that 
be by his gwn death will ſecure the Pretenſions of his 
Rival. I thus afflicted thy ſelf deſtitute of all Con- 
ſolation, and could never quiet My fears ſo long as he 
continued that Journey: But of thoſe his gallant pro- 
ceedings he is better able to give an Account than 1, 
who am but little capable of relating ſuch Adventures, 
as thoſe you may hear from himſelf, Ar/aces, who all 
this time had hearkened to the Fair Princeſs, with a 
wonderful ſatisfaction of Mind, now breaking ſilence : 
It is Juſt, Madam, ( faid he) that I ſhouldeaſe you 
of that pains; and you out of your Goodneſs have gi- 
ven me reſt enough, to be able ta finiſh my Nar. 
ration. 1 „ 
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Hen the Prince had thought a while, ta recollect 
dis memory, he proceeded in this manner: 

I no fooner departed from my Princels (ſaid he) but 
I made Theodates acquainted with my Intentions, and 
he finding no Arguments ſufficient to perſwade me from 

fo dangerous an enterprize, his generous Love made bim 
reſalve to bear a part in whatever ſhould befall ne; and 

baving left the Letter you have heard, to be delivered, 
after our departure, we went out of Iſedan in the E- 
vening, and haſted by the neareſt ways to meet the re- 
turning Army, of which all the Commanders were 
well known to us, and there were but a very few of 
them, I had not obliged one way or other, when [ 
Road high iu the Kings Fayour, I had changed my Ar- 
* e mour 
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mour not to be preſently known of any there; ane 
when we came up with them, we let the Van. guard paſs, 
before Iſaw Arſacomes appear, when riding up, 1lialu- 
ted him, bending very low, and without putting u 
the Beaver of my Helmet, Sir ( ſaid J in an altered — 
may I have the honour to ſpeak with you in private, a- 
bout a matter of great importance for the Kings Service. 
Ai ſac omes accuſed me of unmanne rlineſs and folly, for 
baving ſpoken to bim without diſcovering my Face, 
and in an arrogant wy demanding who I was: You 
ſhall know, Sir, (ſaid J) in a moment, if you will be 
leaſed to retire a little, as alſo the Buſineſs | come a- 
out, He conſented to it, and we retired about a 
hundred Paces, when turning his Horſe; Speak now 
aid he) at Liberty, tell me who thou art, and what 
thou bait to communicate to me: I thought I might ſa- 
tisfie part of his Demands, by letting him ſee my Face, 
and for that purpoſe thruſting up my Beaver: Jam Ar- 
ſaces, (ſaid 5 and in that Name alone you may learn 
my Buſineſs, He was ſurprized at this ſight, and at 
theſe words, but I would take no advantage of his a- 
mazement: Come to thy ſelf again, (continued I) and 
know him, that neither the King of Scythias ingratitude, 
nor thine, bas been able to ruin; I live ſtill in ſpite of 
bis orders, and in ſpite of thine, and I live to diſpute 
Bernice with thee ; endeavour to defend thy pretenſions 
with thy Lite, and make thy ſelf worthy by that Acti- 
on, of what neither thy Birth nor thy Services have 
deen able to merit: Thou canſt never hope to poſſeſs 
her quietly, whilſt 2 is alive, and thou oughteſt 
to diſpat bim out of the World, if thou wilt free 
thy ſelf of a more fortunate Rival. 1 ud orarle 
When he had ſettled himſelf a little: Yes, (ſaid he) 
Iam ready to diſpute Bernice, ſince you have eſcaped 
the Juſtice of the King her Father: I ſhall be glad to 
revenge his parry and make my Sword the Inſtru- 
ment of that each, Fon oughteſt to have ſuffered for 
the defence of thy Country. This cruel reproach, to 
which I (aw my ſelf unbappily expoſed, raiſed my an- 
ger to the higeſt pitch, and knowing I could expect no 
long time to finiſh our Combat, ſeeing he had drawn 
his Sword, 1 flew at him with more fury than judge- 
ment, and with two fortunate blows, gave IO 8 
| | Wound 
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Wounds, one in his Body, and the other in his right 
Arm, which diſabled him to Fight any longer, then 


ruſhing furioully againſt him, threw him headlong from 


bis Hor ſe to the Ground, and had time enough to have 


ſlain him; but how great ſoever my Intereſt was in his 
Death, I was not able to = it him, when he was no 
longer able to defend himſelf. And ſeeing ſome of the 
Officers of the Army thundering towards me, I ad- 
vanc-d to meet them, with a purpoſe to make my elf 
known, and by that means to moderate their reſent- 
ments. In this J found more facility than I expected, 
by the prudence of Theodates, who calling off his Hel- 
met to make them know him, cryed, O Cleoreftes! O 
Leot avis. whither run you to revenge; it is Arſaces, 
your General, and your beſt Friend you are going to 
de iroy. The Name of Arſaces made them ſtop, as be- 
ing ſeiz d with a marvellous aftoniſhment ; which gave 
me time to come up to them with my Sword in my 
hand and my Head unarmed: Do you come, (ſaid I) 
dear Friends, to take away the Life of A-/aces ? if it be 
I refuſe not Death, nor can I receive it from more wel- 
eome hands, than thoſe: of my ancient Friends, and of 
my valiant Companions. Theſe words and the ſight of 
my face, put them into wonderful irrefolutions, but 
within a while they made all other conſiderations yield 
to their Affection, and putting up their Swords, they 


came to me with an intention very different from that; 


which at firſt brought them thither. . : 


This accident ſtayed the March of the Army, and 


no ſooner the Name of Arſaces had ſpread amongſt the 
reſt of the Officers and Soldiers, but the ardent Love 


they had born me, when their General renewed, and 


when time had given me leave to make them ſenſible of 
#he injuſtice and cruel injuries, I had received from the 
King, tor all my Services, and how unworthily 4-ja- 
comes Would take my Princeſs from me, againſt her 
conſent; 1 found them entirely at my Devotion: 


When Thad declared, all my intentions reached no far 


ther than to deliver Bernice from her unjuſt impriſon- 


ment, and free het from a hated Rival, and that be- 


yond'this I had neither any Ambition nor aim, to the 
prejudice of any in Scythia, nor to mingle any further 
inte reſt of my o nz or pretenſiom to anꝙ par̃t 3 
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King of Scythiafs Dominions. J had no fooner ma de 
them ſenſible of theſe things, though more at large, but 
O ſhameful to the King of Scythia, I found not acongſt 


ſo many thouſand Men, molt ot mean and obſcure Birth, 


any one, Whofe thoughts were not fuller of Gratitude 
than his; and whoſe knowledge of my real Quality, 
which I freely told them) was not able to blot out of 
their remembrance the obligations, they believed 
they had to me. Let him be Ar/aces, (cryed they) or 
let him be Artaxerxes, he is ſtill our General, he is 
the Friend, he is the Brother of Oroondates our great 
Prince, we have no more War againſt the Perſians, 
and we are fo much the more obliged to Prince Artax- 
erxes, if for all he is a Perſian, he has given us ſach 


Teſtimonies of Affection, as we never received from any 


of our on Country-men.Let him lead us, (ſaid they) 
whither his intereſt calls him, and we will ſerve him 
without any diſtinction of Enemies, and will never put 
any difference between his Enemies and our own. - 

Theſe words, and many others to the ſame Senſe were 


| often repeated throughout the Army ; and I cannot but 


acknowledge, I felt an exceſs of joy for fo favourable an 
Event, to ſee my ſelf fo ſuddainly in a condition to diſ- 


pute it with the King of Scythia in the Heart of his 


own Dominions, and with the hands of his own Sub- 
jets, whom his cruelties and ingratitude had alienated 
from him, in favour of a Stranger. I ſaluted them in 
their turns, and gave them a thouſand thanks for the 
good will they bore me, whilſt Ar/acomes, and ſome 
very few near him, were exceedingly troubled at it. 
He was removed into a Tent, by reaſon of his Wounds, 
where I paid him a viſit, and by my proteſtations freed 
him from all apprehenſions of danger, he might have 
conceived from ſo ſuddain a change: I come not ( ſaid 1 
to him with a calm Aſpect) to reproach you with the 
injuries you have done me: I endeavoured indeed to 
revenge them by a way you have eſcaped, and all others 
are too diſhonourable for me to uſe: I will not take a- 
ny advantage againit you, by what the Army has done - 
in favour of me, and when you are ſtrong enough to 
endure a Journey, you are abſolutely free to depart at 
Jour pleaſure, though l am not inſenfible;1 give my ſelt 
Death in giving you Liberty, and that yon will wake 

| no 
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no other uſe of it, than to deprive me of that Princeſs, 
which is the cauſe of all our diſcontents, yet that know- 
tedge is not able to alter my deſign. Go fee Bernice x- 
gain when you pleaſe z yet remember that a generons 
Minded Man ought to win her Affections rather by his 
Services, than owe it by her Fathers Authority, and that 
the recompence you owe for what I now do for you, is 
not to iuffer Bernice to be forced. 2 | 
As ſaromes was going to reply, but I went out of the 
Tent without ſtaying for bis Anſwer, as not deſiring a- 
ny further conference with a Man, who had deſigned 
me ſuch a mortal Injury; and he ſoon after departed 
towards Iſſe an breathing out nothing but threatnings a 
gainſt me. But in this turn of my Fortune, not being 
willing to fly to extremities againſt the Father of Zer- 


vice and Oroondates, as we marched forward ſlowly to- 


wards the City, after conſulting my Friends about it, 
I ſent him a Letter in theſe terms: | 


— — — — — — — 22 — mn 


Arſaces to the King oſ Seythia. 


7 Mf not put you in mind, 5 ir, what 1 have done for 
Jou, nor of what you have done againſt me. It ſuf: 


fices, that you remember, you are beholding to me for your 


Life, and jor the preſervation of your Kingdom, and that 
for my recompence you ſent me a Dagger, and a draught 
of Poiſon: You have perſecuted me as the baſeſt of all 
 Malefattors, and ſet my Head at a Price, as that of 4 
Trayter and of an infamous Perſon. That uſage muſt 
needs be very ſenſible to a Prince, whoſe Quality is not in- 
feriour to your own, but it is ſupportable to Arſaces from 
the Father of Bernice and of Oroondates; and if yet you 
ftp the courſe of your Cruelties, I will lay down all the 
Authority ] bave found, in a place where I only ſought 
for Sanctuary againſt your perſecutions, I demand no ſa- 
ti faction jor the injuries you have done me, and nhougl 


perhaps I am in a condition to right my ſelf, I will for. 


get them all, as you may forget my Services, provide 
30u remember, that Bernice is your Daughter, and that 
5 | you 
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u force not her inclinations in favour of a Man, whom 
/ could have made to looſe his pretenſions with his Life, 
She is of 4 Birth not fit to be uſed with violence for a Sub- 
jelt. and mige 1s not fo ae ſpicavle As fo make her Bluſh, 
fur having preferred me before Arſacomes, perchance you 
may have-ſome conſideration of it, and if all. generoſity 
be not utterly extinguiſhed in the Heart of a King, yon 
will ren.ember I am ſtill the [ame Arſaces, who has loſt 
jour Friendſhip only by his misfortune, but who gaized it 
with his Blood and with his Services. * 


l expected an Anſwer but in vain; for a few days af- 
ter | heard the King to expreſs his cruel reſentments 
ind inveterate hatred to me, had no ſooner read it, but 
ke cauſed my Meſſenger to be hanged, and prepared for 
his own defence, - ſending to raiſe Men m many of his 
Provinces ; but that which wounded me moſt ſenſibly 
was, that I heard, he with cruel threatnings had again 
commanded the Princeſs ro prepare for her Marriage 
wth Ar /acomes, and the Wedding would be no longer 
deferred, than till that Favourite was cured of his 
Wounds; notwithſtanding the reſiſted it all ſhe could; 
and anſwered as ſhe had done before, which made me 
impatient of further delay, ſeeing all hopes of accommo- 
dation were fruitleſs- But as I encamped within fix hun- 
dred Furlongs, the King contrived to {top my further 
progreſs; by ſending Ruffians, hired for great rewards; 
to murther me in my Tent by Night ; two of them took 
their opportunity (by the ſupineneſs of my Guards,wh6 
expected no ſuch danger near me) to cut their way 
through the back of my Tent, but with vg noi ſe they 
made in entring it, 1 perceived them by the light of a 
Taper burning by my Bed, when they had begun to pull 
open iny Curtains, (in order to execute their wicked de- 
ſign ) with drawn Swords in their hands. ] ſoon leap 
on the otlier ſide of my Bed, and getting my Sword, 
with a ſtrong thruſt laid one of them dead on the 
Ground. His Companion terrified at this diſaſter, loſt 
bis Courage, and 1 to ſave hirhſelf by flight, 
but 1 oppoſed his paſfage, and preſenting the point of 
my Sword to his Brea't, capelled him to ftay : Miſ- 
creant, {ſaid I) fince thou * dared to venture on 6. 
EF » | of Rs read 
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great a deſign, ſee if thou art able to make an end of 
ik, | IJ; 
The cowardly Wretch was daunted at theſe Words, 
and at the terror he beheld in my angry Face, when 
throwing down his Sword, and falling on his Knees be- 
fore me: Ah, Sir, (ſaid he) if you be the great and 
enerous Ar/aces, who can Pardon as well as Conquer, 
{pare my Life. I give it thee, (ſaid I) thy Blood is too 
baſe, to be ſpilt by the hand of A-/aces, in the condi- 
tion thy fear has reduced thee to; but I will know who 
put thee upon this villanous deſign. Whilſt I was ſpeak- 
ing thus, the Noiſe had Allarumed thoſe that were near 
me, who came thronging into my Tent, and finding 
me in that poſture, fell into great admiration ; they 
would have ſuddainly killed the Wretch, as he was till 
on his Knees before me; but Iſtrictly forbid it, com- 
manding him to tell, who had employed him in his under: 
taking. When with abrupt ſtammerings and tears 
guſhing from his eyes: Ah, generous Sir, (ſaid he)! 
think the cauſe of this attempt cannot be unknown to 
you, the King ſent us to kill you, and beſides the five 
bed Talents already offered, he gained us by pro- 
miſing a greater recompence. ö . 
Ofroondates could not ſuffer Arſaces to continue his 
Diſcourſe, without horror and trembling, and deteſting 
the cruel baſeneſs of his Father, in very reſenting ex- 
preſſions of his unworthineſs, which he could not have 
put an end to in a great while, if A-/aces, who deſired 
to end his long Narration had not taken him off to go 
On it. | A] 
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BOOK V. 


O not affli& your ſelf, Brother, at the recital of the 
Kings cruelties, (continued Ar{aces) but employ 
that Goodneſs, which makes you fall into a Paſſion a> 


gainſt him, to pardon the things my reſentments made 


me undertake againſt the Father of thoſe, that are ſo dear 


to me, for the whole Army was no ſooner made ſenſible 


of this laſt baſe Treachery, but they were more eager 
than I to revenge it. In brief, we laid Siege to Iſſe don, 
and though it was well defended, the King was not with- 
out ſome apprehenſions, we would ſoon be maſter of it, 
having already ſtopt all the paſſages, whereby any ſuc- 
cour could enter it; however to hinder us from appre- 
hending the fear he conceived, he cauſed Prince Cartha- 
ſis to Sally with eight hundred Horſe, but he was ſo fu- 
riouſly charged, that moſt of his Troop ſhrunk from 
him, and ours had encompaſſed him, where though he 
fought valiantly, notwithſtanding for my lucky Ar- 


tival, he had: been in danger of his Life, but I no ſooner 


caſt my Eyes upon him, ere I cauſed our Men toretire, 
and his to ceaſe from fighting, by the affurance 1 gave 
them of that ſafety, they little hoped for before the re- 
ſpe&-1 bore to the Virtues of that Prince, made me run 
with open Arms to embrace him: Ah, Sir, (aid I) is it 
poſlible, that you your ſelf ſhould fo much e for the 


ruin of Arſates, who has ever honoured you ? 1 never 


laboured to ruin him, (xeplied the Printe) but he knows 
well; that I cannot diſobey 5 Orders, nor W 
BY 212 ihe 


— v — — * 
enn * 


the employments, he gives me without diſhonour.] found 


by theſe words, that he was conſtrained to force himſelf, 
before thoſe that were with him, and not being willing 
to render him ſuſpected by my endearments, I forbore 


them for the ſame conſideration, and freely gave him his 
Liberty, which with ſome repugnancy he accepted; and 
after ſome other Diſcourſe, before we parted, I made 
him ſo ſenſible of the wrongs the King had done me, that 


he could not but exceedingly blame him for his ingrati- 


fude, which when he had done in terms that cp: effed 
his ſorrow for my ill uſage: Yet what is it you intend, 
(continued he) will you dethrone Bernices Father, and 


Kill his Subjects to poſſeſs his Dominions, which ought 


to be by Inheritance Prince Oroondatess. No, (replied 
I) the intereſt of Bernice and Oroondates ſhall ever be in- 
ſeparable from my own, and though I were excuſable e- 
nough, yet 1 ſhould make ſome reparation for the inju- 
ries | have received from a Prince, who declares himſelf 
their Enemy, and not their Father. 1 have not the leaſt 


thought of ſuch a purpoſe : on the contrary, I much ra- 


ther believe, I ſecure theſe Dominions to Oroondates, 


which Arſacomes and Stratonice would ſupplant him of: 


and in brief, ny utmoſt reſolution is, that for the pro- 
Curing Beraice's Liberty, 1 only demand, that ſhe be not 
forced to take a Husband unworthy of ber, and to let 
you ſee this no feigned pretence, wherewith I would co- 
ver my refentments, I will lay down my Arms, if vou! 
pals your word for the King, that Ber ice ſhall be free 
in her own intentions, 1 will not give you my word for 
any thing, (anſwered the Pripce) which I am not able 
to make good, but! will promiſe yon, 1 will employ all 


the power i have with the King to diſpoſe him to it, 


and that within three days you ſhall know from me his 
final determination. You do me a favour, (ſaid I) 
durſt not have demanded of you, and fince after the ce- 
itinv of my laſt Meſſenger, J have no ways left to learn 
the Kings reſolutions, I accept the offer you are pleaſed 


to make me, and intreat you not to be unmindful of it. 


After ſome other Diſcourſe he departed, and having 
brought him near to the Gates of the City, 1 retired to 
Jy Tent , in expectation of the event, cauſing all  Hoſtt- 


* 
* 
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When J had waited the accompliſhment of his pro- 
miſe, with much impatiency, and found no return, I 
began to accuſe that worthy Prince of a failure in his 
word; when late in the Night, a Man was brought by 
our Out-Guards to my Tent, as himſelf had. deſired, 
| knew him to be one of the Princes his Servants, and re 
ceived bim very favourably ; he told me for the excuſe 

of that delay, the Prince for fear of an interception, 
was forced to ſtay till it was late, and then by his Autho- 
ritty with the Guards, brought him himſelf without the 
Gates till he was paſt danger, and then preſented me with 
two Letters, I opened the firſt in theſe words: | 


— — — 
— ** 


— - 


Prince Carthaſis to Prince Arſaces. 


SI R, „ 
Have forgotten nothing, that I owe unto your Friend. 
hip, and to the remembrance of my firſt and laſt obli- 
gationt, but my moſt ſenſtole grief is, that I have had too lit- 


tle credit with the King, as not to be able to ſhake the 


leaſt of his reſolutions. All that endeavour to perſwade him 
from them, paſs in his opinion, for his Enemies, and I 
wanted but very little of being put into that number. In- 
fine, he will have Bermce Marry Arſacomes, and though 
the Princeſs tells him, ſhe ſhall meet her Funeral in that 
Marriage, ſhe has no longer delay allomed her, than the 
Morning, ſucceeding this Night, wherein ſhe is deſtined 
without fail, for thoſe unjuſt and cruel Nuptials. It is 
mith extream ſorrow, I ſend you ſuch unwelcome News, 
think of the means you have to prevent it, and never doubt 
of my Fidelity, © ſince you are too generous to deſire any 
proof of it, that are contrary to virtue. | 


I vas exceedingly tranſported with rage, at the read- 
ing of this Letter, but much more when I looked on 
tie other, which was from my Princeſs, in theſe; 


Fords ;. 
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( 


JT # Hour of my Death is near, my dear Arſaces,and ll 
Morrom uſt be the day of my Funeral. I write | 
theſe words, not ſo much to tell you this ill news, as to pro · Ml + 
teſt to'you, that I will perſevere to my very Grave in my il * 
firſt reſolution. Tale comfort in a misfortune you cannot di- 
vert, and be at leaſt aſſured, that if Bernice cannot be 
Jours, you ſhall never have the diſcontent to ſee her live t 
with Arſacomes. EL. $478 t 


5 | n 

Iſaw now but too plainly there was no time for delay, MW 7 

I vas reſfolyed either to hinder this greateſt of all misfor- b 
tunes, or to ſacrifice my Life in the attempt. I preſently M e 
ſent for all the Commanders to my Tent, and having f. 
told them the ſad calamity that was about to befall me, M 9 
beſeeched them with moving words, and tears in my M 
Eyes, to lend me in this laſt extremity their utmoſt al 
ſiltance. They all faithfully promiſed to do what ever 
Ideſired of them. I then entreated them ſpeedily to get 
all things in a readineſs, to make three Attacks upon the 
City, as early as they could in the Morning, but to be 
das ſparing of Blood ſned as might be; for I was reſolved 
if poſſible, to carry it by Storm, and prevent this fatal 
Marriage; I omitted nothing in my own Perſon, and at 
the time appointed found I was punQually obeyed, and 
faw aſſured ſucceſs in the Faces of our Men, full of Cou- 
rage, and brave reſolutions. Two Attacks were made 
to amuſe the Enemy, and draw them off from that, where 
I intended to enter with the greateſt force, when ] had 
beaten the Beſieged from their Out-works, and from 
the Walls. with ſhowers of Arrows, and Stones thrown 
from our Engines; we broke the ſtrong Gates in piece 
with our Battering-Rams, and I furiouſly entred at the 
Head of my Forces, making 'my way in ſuch. a terrible 
manner, that at laſt the ſtouteſt that had reſiſted, were 
either ſlain, or fled trembling before me; I ſoon under- 
ſtood where my Princeſs was, and haſting thither, broke 
like Lightning through the Guards, that oppoſed nj 
way, till I came to her Anti-Chamber, where another 
ſtrong Guard was poſted, and they hoping for no py 
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don from the King, if they abandoned her, made an ob- 
ſtinate reſiſtance, but it proved fatal to them; for the 
greateſt part were ſhin, whilſt 1 forced my ay over 
their dead Bodies, as did thaſe that followed me, and 
coming into my Princeſſes Chamber, found her retired 
to the furtheſt corner with Cyllenia, as much affrighted; 
25 if my deſign had been againſt her own Life. True it 


is, that ſuch a Spectacle, and the Fight that had been at 


her Chamber door, and made the Blood ſtream into it, 
was ſufficient to beget that fear in her, neither did I 
think it any — ſtrange, but concluded J had no time 
to looſe in words, 1 eply ſaid, Madam, you are free, 
nor ſhall this be the day, tliat you ſhalt Marry Arſacomes. 
To which I neither received nor expected an Anſwer 
but took her up in my Arms, fainting in her fears, and 
ordering Criton to do the like by Cyllenia, I haſted the 
ſame way I came, and by the help of others, had them 
delivered into our Arms, when we were mounted. 
Having gotten what I only aimed at, as J was return- 
ing, I law the King accompanied with Carthaſis, Arſa- 
cames, and others coming towards me; he had left the 
place whither the noiſe of the firſt Aſſault had drawn 
him, reſolving to die fighting, and not ſurvive the ſhame, 
which a Stranger alone, and abandoned, had made him to 
ſuffer in the midſt of his own Dominions; and though 
being little able to diſpute the Victory with me, he no 
ſooner caſt his Eyes upon me, and {aw his Daughter in 
my Arms, but advancing before all his Men, after many 
reproaches, he darted a Javelin at me. which came whiz- 
zing over my Shoulder, I trembled for fear of Bernice, 
but that was not able to make rae looſe the reſpect I bore 
to his Perſon, Wherefore having given my Men, only a 
Command to defend themſelves, and to make good the 


retreat : King of Scythia, (cryed 1) I will neither have 


thy Life, nor thy City, but leave them both for my Prin- 
ceſs. Arſacomes may live alſo, ſeeing I cannot give him 
Death without advantage, but he ſhall live without Ber- 


nice. At theſe words, calling to thoſe of my Party, to 
open and give me paſſage, covering my Princeſs with my 


shield, I quitted the City, and was followed by all thoſe 


that had entred with me, who ſhewed me an exact O- 
bedience in all the Commands I gave them; but then] 
perceived my Princeſs was in a Swoun, the knowledge 


Li4 © whereat 


whereof extreamly moderated my joy for this ſucceſ 
and made me haſte to my Tent for her recovery, where: 
being laid on a Bed, ſuch means were uſed, as made 
her come to her ſelf, when opening her eyes ſhe ſaw me 
by her, with my lips cewented to one of her fair 
bands; ſhe looked about her a while, and finding 
where ſhe was, pulling her hand from between mine: 
Ah Arſaces ( ſaid ſhe with a fGgh ) what have you 
done? I have done what you bad reafon to expect 
from my affection (anſwered I) I have pulled you out 
of the Arms of that unworthy Husband, that was in- 
tended to you. You have fo ( faid ſhe) but you have 
alſo pulled me out of my Fathers arms. The Princeſs 
had ne ſooner uttered theſe words, but my blood 
run back in my veins, and my aſtoniſhment was ſo 
great, that not being able to make any reply, I only 
xed my eyes upon her face, and ſhe taking the ad- 
vantage of my filence : Ar/aces ( ſaid ſhe) fince you 
have fatisfied your Love, ſatisfie my Honour alſo, ] 
am not offended at your action, but if you have loved 
me, I beſeech you in the name of all the Gods to re- 
ſtore me my Liberty. How, Madam ( ſaid I, in much 
aſtoniſhment) do you then demand your Liberty of 
me, and are you not free, are you not Soveraign 2. 
mongſt us, when as before you was a Captive, and a 
- Priſoner in that place, from whence I have delivered 
vou. Tis true (added my Princeſs ). I was fo, but 
that Captivity, and thoſe misfortunes | ſuffered, were 
| better becoming me, and more. advantageous than this 
Liberty; you have reſtored. me to the Empire, you 
have given me over you, and if you will have me make 
aſe of it, it ſhall only be to conjure you to fend me back 
to the King my Father. 

This diſcourſe ſo unexpected, abſolutely thunderſtruck 
me, and only left me a life math worſe chan death it 
felt. What, Madam, (aid | with a forrowful Counte- 
nance, would you have me ſend you back to the King, 
and put you again into the power of A, ſacomes, to whom 
_u had: fo great an averſion, and who this day ſhould 

ave been your Hushand Has half a day been able to 
make ſo great a change in your mind; and do you now 
reject Arſaces to prefer A-/acomes, whom yeſterday you 
hated worſe than death. Arſaces (anſwered ſhe) was 
| | neee 


, ! ; 
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never more dear to me, and Ar ſacomesg never more hate- 


without ruining me; I only proteſted, that I coul 


— . 


full than at this moment, and if you well remember the 
hopes J gave you, you cannot accuſe me of a change, 
which not half a day, no nor my whole life can ever ren- 
der me capable of. I promiſed you, 1 would never love 
any body but your ſelf; and that I would wedd my 
ſelf to the Grave rather than to Arſacomes, but never 
made you hope either by my Diſcourſe, or by Actions, 
that I wauld fly from my Fathers Arms to follow you, 
to do ſhameful Actions, and ſuch as are unworthy of a 
Princeſs. I never demanded any proofs of your affecti- 
on ( interrupted I) which the ſtricteſt ſeverity could 
condemn ;, but what other remedy could I apply to fo. 
preſſing an extremity, and what means had you to a- 
void that misfortune, which your ſelt had given me no- 
tice of, Death (replyed the Princeſs) which ſhall ever 
be leſs cruel to me, than the ſhame you have prepared me, 
and though I gave you notice of my misfortune, I did 
not demand remedies of you, which you could 2 


— 


ver be but yours, and that promiſe ſhall be inviolably 


performed. | 


And which way do you keep. that promiſe ( ſaid 1) 
quite tranſported. If you command me to reſtore you to. 
Arſacomes: you ſhall not reſtore me to Arſacomes (re- 
plied ſhe ) bat only to the King my Father, whom my 
Honour ſuffers me not to for ſake without his conſent, 
and if the King gives me to As ſacomes, I by my death 
can oppoſe his Tyranny, without offending my Reputa- 
tion. Ah, Madam ( faid J ſtepping back, and lifting 


1 up my hands and eyes towards Heaven) l had rather leave. 


you to Arſacomes, than to death, and if one of us muſt 
die, tis only forſaken Ar/aces, who. no way but by dy- 


ing can quit himſelf of Cowardiſe, in giving you up to 
his Rival. Yes, Madam, I am ready to give you the 


cruel proofs of my ſubmiſſion, which you demand, and 
if you yet deſire any others, you ſhall ſee me run to this 
place, which is more odious to you than the Priſon from 
whence J delivered you, and from a place fo fatal to 
your Reputation, ſince you find ſo much ſhame, and ſo. 


much misfortune in the company of A-/aces, Let us go 


to the King of Scythia; Let's go and receive A-ſacomes, 


bam ready to ſacrifice my life to that Rival, that I may 


ſerve 
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ſerve Bernice to the utmoſt, as ingrateſul, and as 


changeable as ſhe is: With theſe words I commanded a 


Chariot immediately to be prepared. 


My Princeſs was deeply touched with what I had 
ſaid, yet remaining unſhaken in her reſolution, and lock. 
ing ſteadfaſtly upon me: you are ingrateful your ſelſ( ſaid 
the) to accuſe her of ingratitude, and of change, who 
for all you are ſo great, and worthy to be beloved, loves 
you better than ſhe ought, ſince ſhe loves you better 


than her repoſe, and more, than her own Life, and to 
conſirm this, the event perhaps will make my intentions 


better known to vou than they are, and you without 
doubt will learn, that although 1 prefer my duty before 
my ſatisfaction, I will prefer my Grave before any Man 
in the world, except Arſaces. Whilſt we were thus dif. 
courſing, the Chariot arrived, and with Tears in my 


eyes I placed her, and Cyllenia in it. Our looks on both 

fides declared the ſadneſs of our hearts at this cruel ſepa- 
ration: Farewell Artaxerxes (aid the ) forcing ber 
modeſty to embrace me) leave the care of my deſtiny 


to me, and remember, that if Bernice live not for you, 
ſhe will not live for her ſelf, when commanding mei not 
to ſtir any farther, the Chariot drove on with a ſmall 
Convoy to the City, and carried with her all the Joy, 
and the hopes I received, whilit my eyes purſued it till 


ſhe had entred the Gates. 


This was the moſt ſenſible grief that ever pentrated 
my bleeding heart. I made lamentations unbecoming my 
courage, and found a great deal of pitty amongſt my 
generous friends, but no comfort could enter into my 


Soul. A deſpair of now ſeeing my ſelf utterly loſt put 
me upon the moſt daring and dangerous reſolution in 
the World: I reſolved to die, but ſuch a way as per- 
haps you cannot well imagine, nay to die in the pre- 
ſence of Bernice, by the command of the King of Scythia, 


without any repugnancy, or further reſiſtance, and be- 
ing firmly fixed upon it, no ſooner the followingday be- 


gan to appear, but I wrote a Letter, and ordered one 
of my Servants, it ſhould be delivered to Theodates three 
or four hours after, The words were theſe : * 


At ſares 
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T oft ſenſi s that accompany me to my grave, 
is that of parting with you forever, after hauing engaged 
you , and ſo many gallant men in a party deſtnudtiue to 
your repoſe, and to your fortune, neither in the reaſon 1 
have here to die, ſhould I have ever reſolved to forſake 
you, if I did not know, that I leave jou in à condition, 
wherein you are able to make an advantageaus Pence, 
both for your ſelf, and for the reſt. The | King of Scy- 
thia, who demands nothing but the Head of Arſaces, and 
my Life having once ſatisfied him, he will grant you all 
the conditions you would: defire ;, and ſo long as you have 
Arms in your hands, you may make them as aduantage- 
ous as yon pleaſe. Pardon the troubles, into which the 
miſeries of an unfortunate Friend has caſt you, and 
love the memory of Arſaces, — i he could he would 
have lived, that he might have been always yours. 


I had no ſooner done this, bat putting, on my Armour, 


I mounted, and ſuffering none of my Servants to at- 


tend me, I rod to the Out-: Guards of our Enemy, and 
deſired them to carry me to the King, to whom I bad 


buſineſs of great Importance to Communicate, that 


concerned his own ſafety, and the ſafety of all in IJſedon. 
This made their Commander not ſcruple the paſſage ot 


afingle Man, when he perceived that none followed 2 


and ſo procuring the Gates to be opened, I ſoon ha 


notice, that the King was gone to the Temple, with a 


great Train, to celebrate the Marriage of my Princeſs 
with Ar ſacomes, ande@hither I went directly, but not 
without ſome trouble of mind, though death in all his 

aſtly Terrors did not in the leaſt afright me: With 


ſome difficulty bribing my way, I gained an entrance, 


and ſaw my Princeſs at the Altar, all in Tears, hearing 
part of her ſad complaints, and the repugnancy ſhe had 
to what they were about to force her to, when enflam- 
ed with anger, and yet reſolved to die: Stay (cryed 
I) ſtay King of Scythia, and be not ſo haſty to diſpatch 

5 Iu 2 


M* too 2 and my too generous friend. One of the 
le gri 
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a Sacrifice, whereof I am the Principal Victim, when 
eaſting my Helmet at his Feet, I diſcovered to him the 
face of Arſaces: I know not whether Fear or Amaze- 
ment firſt ſeized upon the King, but no doubt, the re- 
membrance of the day before coming into his mind, 
made him believe, | had entred the City again in Arms; 
and that having forced the Gates a fecond time, I came 
now for the laſt, to croſs his deſign, and to take revenge 
for all the Injuries 1 had received read his apprehenſions 
nin his face, but 1 ſuffered him not long to continue in 
them, for looking on him with an action much more re- 
ſolute than hi: 6-04 ee Kan 
Setle thy ſelf ( faid 1) and tremble not at the ſight 
of a ſingle Man, and of a Man, whom all thy cruelties 
have not been able to make thine Enemy; I neither come 
with a Power, nor with an Intention to take Revenge 
of ſo many unſpeakable wrongs. 1 bring you only a head 
vhich is neceſſary for your repoſe, and for your fatis- 
faction; and a Head, which with Heruice, thou ſhovld- 
eſt preſent to A, ſacome c. Behold my Arms, which! 
throw down at thy Feet (purſued l, letting fall my 
Sword ) and behold at laſt, this A, ſaces, to whom thou 
beareſt ſo implacable a hatred, who comes both alone, 
and unarmed, to expoſe himſelf to thy Indignation ; 
but as it is with no deſign to hurt thee, fo neither is it 
with any to appeaſe thee, that here hie preſents himſelf. 
He demands no reparation for the injuries thou haſt 
done him, nor does he pretend to any favour from thoſe, 
thou haſt received from him, and he would be aſham- 
ed to receive Life from them at thy hands. Pour forth 
all the effects of thy Anger, and of thy Revenge up- 
on this A-rtaxerxes, the Son of Darius, who with 
: -thine own Forces, has aſſaulted thy Walls, has forced 
thy City, has pulled thy Daughter out of thy Arms, 
and has reduced thee thy ſelf once more to be behold- 
ing to him for thy Kingdom, and for a Life, which he 
hath ſo often preſerved, but ſpare Bernice, who is not 
guilty of A-faces's Crimes, and revenge not forreign 
injuries upon thine own Blood; and ſince it has no affi- 
nity with that of Darius, wreck upon that of Darius 
alone, whatſoever thy greateſt cruelty, or rage can 
invent : A-{aces has delerved death, but Bernice” hes 
not deſerved the puniſhnent thou inflictęſt upon her 5 


Or 
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or if ſhe has deſerved it, tis only for having forſaken 


me, and for having expoſed her ſelf again to her merci- 
leſs Enemies, eee e eee eee, 
Wbilit I ſpeak on this manner, the whole Aſſembly: 
liſtened to my werds with marvellous attention, expe- 
ting what would be the }flie. The King ſeeing J had ſo 
expofed'my ſelf to lis reſentments, was yet doubtfull 
of what he had before concluded, but hearing no crys 
nor noiſe in the City, he was abſolutely confirmed that 
my deſpair had driven me to this extremity, and ſhak- 
ing off his fear, gave place to the awakening of his an- 
ger, when looking on me with a fierce indignation: 
Yes wicked wretch ( laid he) thou ſhalt die, and 
this ſhew of generoſity, which thy deſpair bath inſpi- 
red into thee, ſhall not protect thee from my lawful 
fury: Yes 1 will die (replied | ) or elſe I would have 
come with that power, that might have defended me 
from thee, Boaſt not of an advantage, which thou 


| holdeſt from no body bur my ſelf, nor threaten me with 


a death wherein thou only ſerveſt for a Miniſter of my 
deſpair. Irather ſerve the Juſtice of Gods (anſwered 


be) and all Kings who are intereſted in my quarrel ; 


but whether it be from the anger of Heaven, or from 
thine own deſpair, that has given me ſo fair an oppor- 
tunity to be revenged of thee, thou ſhalt not ſee me 
negle it, nor for any conſideration ſpare him, that has 
ſeduced my Subjects; and that lead an Army of Re- 
bels and Traitors againſt their Prince, into his City; 
into his Palace, and even againſt his own Perſon. 

He had hardly ended theſe words, when making a 
ſign to the Guards to compals me, and prevent my eſ- 
cpae, Which 1 intended not. But the Princeſs, Who 
till then had heard our diſcourſe without interrupti- 
on, moved from the place where ſhe ſtood, and com- 
ing towards me with a countenance animated in an 
extragrginarv manner: You ſhall not die alone Arſa. 
cer ( 1644 lie) and ſince you have been ſo little cauti- 
dus to àHlict me iu Javiihing a life, that was dearer to 
me than my own, You han have the grief to fee me 
run to death, which 4 owe to nothing but your deſpair; 
you ought to have expected the event of whit | bad 
reſolyed to do for vou ; if 1 had been fo bale as to have 
given my teli co A acomes, that buſmek might mon 
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preferred death beforehim, you might have followed me 

to the Grave, without the blame of having puſhed me 

into it. By theſe words, and my Princeſs actions, ſo 

different from her humour, 1 knew the greatneſs of her 

affection more than ever, and forgetting all that I had 

Tr ill from her, I gave my ſelf up again totally to my 
OVE. | | 1755 | ” 

Ah my dear Princeſs (ſaid I) what a thought is this of 
yours, and with what a reproach do you aggravate my 
ſorrows. J defended my Life as long as I believed you 
cared for it, and you know that after the loſs] have 
ſuffered, nothing could have made me think of its pre- 
ſexvation, but the opinion J had, that it was not in- 
different to you. Yes, Madam, I did love it whilſt ! 
flattered my ſelf it was dear to you, but when I ſaw 
you help towards its deſtruction, by forſaking me, t 
. ſelf again into the hands, out of which! 

delivered you, I believed I ought to follow your 
inclinations, and not leave any thing in the world, that 
might be a hindrance to your repoſe. After my death 
vou may live in greater tranquility than you have hi- 
therto done, and the Gods to whom your Virtue, and 
to whom your perſon is dear, having afflicted you till 
now only to puniſh me in the part. J bore in your 
ſufferings, will ceaſe to grieve you any longer, when 
you no more can partake of the cruel misfortunes of 
Ar [aces. 1 ies ig Doe > 
Lis true ( replyed my Princeſs ) I left you to put 
my ſelf again in my Fathers bands. Tis an action that 
J yet would do, and which I can never repent of, but 
it is not an action that ſhould make you believe, you 
are leſs dear to me, than you have been formerly. If 
could have ſtayed with Honour, I would not have left 
oa, neither for Arſacomes, no nor for a thouſand 
mpires, and in returning to my Father, to whom 
the Gods and Nature have ſubmitted me ; I did not 
uſe a leſs violence upon my ſelf than you ſuffered, nor 
expoſed my ſelf to lighter diſcontents, than yours. If! 
bad ceaſed to love you yeſterday, I would not have 
renewed it to day, and if I could have diſpoſed my ſelf 
to live without you, 1 would not have diſpoſed my ſelf 


been enough, to have made you deteſt me, and if I had 
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Lou ſhall not die ( xeplyed 1) dear Princeſs, and 
u cannot continue in that bought, without making 

my death terrible to me, yu ſhall live for a better 


fortune than that you have met with, and if my death 


cauſes any ſorrow in you, as your goodneſs makes me 
hope it will do: Time, and the friendſhip of Oroon- 
dates, whom the Gods will bring to you again no 
doubt (together with my ardent requeſt, at theſe laſt 
my life) will give you yet a happy repoſe. 
| will not pray you te live for Ar/acomes, you deſerve 
a better fortune, and you have too noble à ſpirit; to 
ſtoop to a perſon unworthy of you. Moreover, I firm 
ly believe my death will change the Kings intentions 
in favour of 8 ;for propoſing to give you to Ar ſacomat, 
not ſo much with a deſign to make him happy, as to 
make Ar ſaces miſerable, he by my deeth will looſe 


that cruel reſolution, which he had taken againſt 


ph many other words, and when I had in the 
moſt moving and paſſionate terms, conjured the King 
to be favourable to-my Princeſs, and in the bowels of 
all the tender compaſſion that could remain in the heart 


of a Father towards ſuch a Vertuous, and ſuch an 


Obedient Daughter, not to force her ' inclinations, 
freely ſubmitting my ſelf to death for her ſake, and 
for her repoſe ;, I perceived his eyes fixed on the 
Earth, and his Countenance quite altered from what 
it was. 4 little before. He for a while reſiſted theſe 
new motions, but in'the end ( as he afterwards told 


me) having conſidered the great things I have done 


for him, and a love fo full of Innocence with the 
marvelous contempt I ſhewed of death, he could hold 
out no longer, but at laſt yielded to compaſſion, and 
Ro, * remembrances, which he was not able to 
reſiſt. 570 | 4 28! 
The farſt ſign of it was, a ſigh followed by ſome 
tears, that run down his Cheeks, and in ſpite of all 
reſiſtance, when he had kept ſilence for ſome moments, 
riſing from his Chair, and looking on me with a coun- 
tenance quite mollified, or rather full of confuſion : 


Arfaces ( faid he) Generous A-rſaces, you are my 
Conquerour; But O Gods, how ought | to hope you will 
uſe your Victory. I was ſo ſurprized at this ſtrange al- 


teration, 


\ 
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teration, that J was not able to reply, and within a 
little after coming towards me with open arms: might: 
1 hope (continued he) that after ſuch high Provocati- 
ons, and ſuch Crimes as deſerve no Pardon, Arſaces can 
have tlie goodneſs to forget them, and that by the 
fame Generoſity which has overcome me, and for the 
fake of Qroondates he would reſtore me that friendſhip, 
which once | prized at ſo high a rate, and which my 
cruelty has forfeited, How happy ſhould l be? 
_ Theſe words giving me a full aſſurance of bis 
change, did alſo diſpel all the reſentments 1 had againſt 
him, and not knowing in that ſuddain alteration how 
to find wo: ds capable of expreſſing my thoughts, to let 
im ſee it by actions, 1 caſt my ſelf at his feet, there- 
by to ſhew him what a valuable ſenſe 1 had of the re. 
turn of his friendſhip, when perceiving me in that po- 
ſture and judging 1 was ready to be diſpoſed of as he 
defired : Ah ( purſued he) if it be true, that 4-/aces 
will pardon me the indignities tbat 1 have offered him, 
I ſhall efteem that effect of his generoſity above all the 
other, wherewith he has obliged me :No(faid he ſtill em- 
bracing me) Arfaces could not be conquered by any 
but by himſelf, and in that victory he wins over his 
juſt reſentments, he appears more great and more glo- 
rious, than all thoſe others he hath obtained to our ad- 
vantage. Infine, moſt great andynoſt generous of all 
Princes, you triumph over us all manner of ways; but 
though you have reaped {mall profit by all your for- 
wer \ ictories, the priz2 of this laſt \ſhall be a firmer 
affe ction, than that k loved you witli before, a purpoſe 
to ſhare my Dominions with you, or elſe to loſe them 
for the recovery of yours: And finally Bernice, the 
cauſe of all our greateſt contentions, I will joyfully 
accept him for my Son, who is the Son of Darius; 
anch if his Father were yet alive, I would demand that 
Alliance of him, with an inviolable Peace; as the molt 
happy fortune, that could befall me. 
Hie would have ſaid more, but that the Queen with 
a tranſported action forgetting her modeſty, at fo ſenſi · 
ble a blow, ſtepping forward, bindered it: What, Sir, 
(ſaid ſhe ) will you take away Bernice from Ar ſa- 
comes, to give her to the Son of Darius? The King 
{ interrupting her) replyed, Madam, it is not with- 
our 
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out trouble that I am conftrained to diſpleaſe you. I 
want not recompences for Arſacomes, but I cannot 
without being the baſeſt, and the moſt contemptible 
of all Men living, diſptſe of Bernice to any, but to 
Artaxerxes. Artaxerxes cannot have her (ſaid Ar- 
ſacomes ) ſo long as J am alive; and I know too well 
what Kings owe to their promiſe, to fear that which 
your Majeſty has given me, ſhould be violated in favour 
of hin. That which 1 promiſed you ( replyed the 
King) as an Honour that was above you, is not capa- 
ble to engage me, and as you have no right topretend 
to it, neither have you any to demand the accom- 
pliſhment of it. How great intereſt ſoever I had in 
this Diſcourſe, out of Modeſty 1 kept filence; finding 
the King defended my part ſo well: But Arſacomes; 
whoſe grief tranſported him, loſt part of his reſpect, 
which touching me nearly, l thought, 1 ought to re- 
ply; neither thou nor! ( ſaid 1) are worthy of Ber- 


nice, but if either of us may pretend to her, .4-taxerxes 


both by Birth and Services has more right than Ar- 
ſacomes ; yet will not 1 abuſe the King's fayour as 
thou haſt baſely done, bur though ir declares on my 
behalf, l am ready ſtill to diſpute Bernice againſt 
thee with, my Sword; hitherto thou haſt but very 
il defended her, and haſt not been able to defend ſo — 
as thine own life againſt me ſingle at the Head of 
thy Ar my. ; | 5 1 : Oh 

Arſacomes was going to reply, if the King had not 
prevented him: will be Mafter(laid he) in my own King- 
dom, and in my own Houſe, fince Ar/aces, who was 
ſo by right of War, is contented to leave me my Au- - 
thority ; you are my Subject As ſacomes, and 1 have 
power to do otherwiſe with you, than with the Son 
of Darius. T command you therefore to obey me 
without murmuring, and I entreat Prince Artaxerxes 
to leave me the diſpoſal of my Daughter, without of- 
fering to diſpute her againſt you by any violent ways, 
fince he alone is able to croſs the power, I have ovet 
the Scythians, I ſhall know well enqugh to maintain 
the promiſe 1 make him againſt all others. Whilſt the 
King was ſpeaking on this manner, all preſent; in whoſe 
memory the affection of Arſaces was not yet ex- . 
finguiſhed; teſtified their Joy in this reconciliation z 
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by clapping their hands, and crying out, it was only ta 
N their Protector and Diliterer. that their Prin 
"ceſs ought to be given; which action added to the 
Kings words, ſtirred up fo great a Rage and Confy. 
ſion in Ar/acomes 2nd the Queen, that they went 
out of the Temple with tury and thr-ati:ing words 
which plainly ſhewed the great diſorder, this unexpe: 
cted change had put them into. When 1 once more 
cait my ſelf at the Kings feet, proteſting I would ne. 
ver abuſe the favour he had granted me, and render. 
ing him infinite thanks for this laft ſuperlative conde- 
ſcending to the accompliſhment of my utmoſt felicity : 
I] waited on him to the Palace, where to the great joy 
of almoſt all the Scyr9ians I was reſtored to my firſt 
Honours ; but not forgetful of my generous friends, 
who had expoſcd themſelves to the King's anger in fa- 
vour of me, I again fell on my Knces, and entreated 
a pardon for them, which was eaſily granted, and 
Prince Carthaſis was immediately ſent to cafry them 
the news of it; but not ſuffering him to go alone, [ 
entreated te accompany him, and had the Kings per- 
miſſion. J ſoon found they had been much afflicted, for 
the danger into which I had precipitaced my ſelf, but 
the ſizhr of me revived their Joy for my return, and 
more abundantly, when they were made ſenſible, it was 
with the felicity that had not only given me all the 
ſatisfaction I could deſi e, but alſo had given me a 
power to live when J had reſolved to die, and when 
we had declared the Kings intentions, to pardon them, 
they received it with no exceſs, but a moderation of Joy, 
"befitting ſuch valiant Men, and conceived a greater 
"contentment for what I had obtained for my ſelf, than 
for their own ſafety. | | | 
© Theodates with the other Commanders went with 
us to the City, and the King received them with an 
extraordinary kindneſs, highly commended Theoaa- 
res for his friend ſhip to me, promiſing him he would 
conſerve no remembrance of it, but eſteem him ihe 
more, deſiring to be the third Per ſon in fo Sacred an 
Union. I had now nothing to contend withal, but 
the diſcontents of the Queen, and of Arſacomes, in 
which 1 was born out well enough by ihe King, 
- © thovgh the latter blew into ſuch a rage and fury, 10 
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this unexpected diſappointment, that nothing but the 


to 

in- conſideration of his Siſter could have prevented a ſe- 
the MW - vere puniſhment ; and ſeeing he could not by any o- 
nfu- pen ways prevail, ſenſibly to wound me, . he ſoon af. 
ent ter betook himſelf to ſecret Stratagems, that bad a 
as , more powerful effect; for whilſt I delayed. the Con- 
pe- ſummation of my happy Nuptials, in hopes, dear Bro- 
ore ther, of your return, to make the joy more tranſcen- 
ne. dent; But it brought me a world of ſorrow, and 
ier. has coſt us both much effuſion of blood, in the cruel 
de. Combates we have fought by an unhappy miſtake. 

Y: Being reſtored ( as I told you) to the Kings fa- 
joy vour, and. becoming more dear to him than at firſt; 
irt and now without fear or ſcruple having the Conver- 
is, MW fation of my Princeſs in publick, I concluded my ſelf 
fa. far more happy, than if l had been upon the Throne 
ed of Darius; and could not imagine Alexander half fo 
nd bleſt in the free enjoyment of all his Conqueſts : But 6:0 
eln ſee the fickleneſs of unſtable Fortune, that raiſes Men 
1 to day, as high as their hopes, or their wiſhes can | 
r- carry them, and too morrow throws them from that ; 
for towering Precipice into the loweſt Gulf of Miſery : 
ut 1 was in Bed, when ſome hours before day I heard a 
nd confuſed noiſe, and voices mournfally ſounding in my 
Vas ears, that my Princeſs: was carried away, hone could 
he tell whether. In this affrightment, I ſtarted up, and 
a half cloathed, ran to her Chamber, where I found 
en the Princeſs Theomiris and Cyllenia in tears: At the 
Mm, fight of me they ſent forth piteous crys, as ſad Omens 
73 of the truth of what 1 had ſuggeſted, they told 
ier me as ſoon as their grief would give words utterance; 
an that ſix or ſeven Men armed, had come into the Cham- 
„ber, having killed the Page that reſiſted on the Stairs, 
th and by forcegdragged Bernice away with them, not ha- 
al ving any regard to her piteous cries, or entreaties. I 
Wo ſtated to hear no more, my rage tranſporting. me into 
10 ſuch a fury, that words are at a ſoſ to expreſs it, but 
be ran for my Sword, and purſued the way, I underſtood 
al they had carried her,whenin the Garden | found a large 
ut hole broke through the Wall, where they had entred 
» and retired. I paſſed it; and ſought every where near 
25 it, but neither ſeeing nor hearing any body, and not 


dy knowing which way to take at preſent, Ircturned, and 
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having compleatly armed my ſelf, went to the Kings 


Apartment, where J found him overwhelmed with ſor- 


row, having already ſent purſuers every way. We ſoon 


- were ſatisfied, who was the Author of this violence, 
for Arſacomes had not appeared in the Court for two 


or three days before, upon which the King made ſharp 
complaints to the Queen, and after having proteſted to 


her he would uſe his utmoſt power to the ruin and de. 


ſtruction of her Brother, he promiſed her likewiſe, that if 
by her per{uaſions he would return to his Obedience, 
and reſtore Bernice to him, he would for her ſake 
grant him his pardon; but the Queen whether it were 
that ſlie was willfully. bent to favour this action, or that 
indeed ſhe was ignorant of, it, caſt her ſelfat the Kings 
feet, and proteſted her innocency, with ſo many tears, 
that he ceaſed to urge her any further. Then we con- 
ſidered what way was ſpeedily to be taken for the re- 
covery of the Princeſs, and after many things delibe. 
rated, the King reſolved I ſhould go with two thou- 
ſand Hor ſe into his Province, where he concluded he 
might be retired, in expectation of ſhelter amongſt his 
Friends. I inſtantly obeyed this order, but though 1 
ſought and inquired in all places, I could hear no news 
bf him, the people ſolemnly proteſting they had not 
ſeen him there in many months: Yet at laſt deſiring to 
know ſome certaintv, I went to the famous Oracle of 
Juno, in that Country, when the Goddeſs command- 
ed me, by the mouth of her Prieſt, to ſeek out of Scy- 


thia for what I had loſt. This made me conclude, Ar- 


ſacomes fearing there was no ſafety for him in Scythia, 
was fled to Alexander, to beg his Protection; as hop- 


ing, I being the Son of Darius durſt not follow him, 


to the Court of that Enemy of Perſia: But knowing 


my Siſter Statira was married to him, and Pari ſatis to 


his great Favourite Hepheſtion, and that that great 


Prince deteſted all baſe. Treacheries, having diſmiſſed 


my Forces, I haſted thither with Criton, reſolving ne- 
yer to return into Scythia without my Princeſs. In 
brief, ] continued my. Journey, in a deep ſadneſs, 
that if the conſolation 1 received from Criton (whoſe 


Acelity is beyond all compare) had not in ſome de- 
gree allayed my ſorrow with hopes of better fortune, 
7 think, I ſhould have ſank under it, e re 1 had come 
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to Babylon, but on my arrival I heard Alexander was 
dead a few days before; and though that ſeemed to faci- 
litate the recovery of my Empire, it was not at all 
pleaſing to me in this onjuncture. However I found 


my ſelf ſomewhat freer to viſit my Siſters, but upon 


enquiry after them, 1 found in the peoples faces before 
they uttered any word, the fad diſaſter, that had be- 
fallen them in the opinion of all in Babylon. This add- 
ed ſo preſſing a weight to my former affliction, that 
it was very near ſinking me to my Grave, and nothing 
but the words of the Oracle of Apollo was able to 
bear up my ſpirits, with ſome hope to make me live. 
| made the dolefulleſt lamentations in the world, and 


accuſed my ſelf of meanneſs of ſpirit, for having given 


up my Whole life to my love, inſtead of beſtowing 
part of it on the relief J owed to thoſe. poor Princeſ- 
ſes, Ivented a thouſand threats, and framed a thou- 
ſand deſigns againſt their cruel murtherers, and was 
yet in the violence of theſe thoughts, having dryed 
up my tears, when I diſcovered my ſelf to the valiant 
Lyſmachus, at our ſecond meeting, as you have heard 
from himſelf : And that armed Man, who paſſing to- 
wards Babylon, and cauſed us to part fo abruptly, was 
Arſacomes, whom I overtook within 50 hundred paces 
of the Gates, reſolving to kill him, or make him re- 
ſtore me my Princeſs, But Fortune failed me in this 
Adventure; for finding I wasat his heels, ſending forth: 
a terrible cry, and menacing him with no lefs than im- 
nediate death, ſeeing no poſſibility to eſcape me, he 
faced about, and darting a Javelin at me, it ſtruck ſo. 
far into my Horſes Head, that he fell immediately 
d:ad under me, which gave him an opportunity, by: 
the ſwiftneſs of. his to eſcape my juſt revenge, his de- 
ſtiny having reſerved him to fall by another hand, 
though J hoped, 1 might have found him after in Ba- 
Haan, to which end 1 retired to a Country Seat, where, 
made my aboad, ſome diſtance from the City, and, 
ſent Criton to make ſecret enquiry, and allo to huy me 
a Horſe, the beſt he could find. He faithfully obeyed 
ny orders, and coming back, brought news he had 
met A-/acomes, with the Princeſs Bernice, a little di- 
ſtance from the Gates. Ah ( cryed1) what doſt thou 
tell me, haſt thon found Bernice * x | 
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Les, Sir, ( replied he) 1 found her in the arms of 
Arſacomes, who in ſpite of her reſiſtance, and in ſpite |: 
of all her cries, carried her before him gallopping back Ml } 
the ſame way you ſaw him go. O Gods ( cried I, quite Ml , 
tranſported) what a happy progreſs is this towards the. 
accompliſhment, of your - promiſes. This diſcovery Ml 
touched me as much as you can imagine, but it ws Ml {| 
with joy, which encouraged me to believe, 1 ought to c 
| Hope for oll things from the promiſe of the Gods. I Ml h 
would hardly allow the night leaſure to paſs away, but fe 
as ſoon as day appeared, 1 armed, and mounted the I; 
Horſe,riton bought, who was of a fiery nature, ſtrong, 
and of excellent ſpeed: I ſearched all places where 
ſuſpected A-/acomes might ſhelter, or that he might 
have concealed Bernice, but neither by that nor by any 
enquiry 1 made, was | able to find either of them: 
and after a tedious, and fruitleſs ſearch, 1' concluded to 
return again to the Temple, and gain ſome further 
certainty from the Oracle; but in my way 1 was en. 
countred with a Chariot, and a Woman held in a 
mans arms, in it vailed, who made great lamentation,by 
which 1 perceived ſhe was carried away unwillingly; 
and not knowing but it might be my Princeſs, 1 went 
near the ſide of it; but as ſoon as I beheld the Womans 
face, and heard her voice again, 1 knew ſhe was not 
my Princeſs : Yet out of a generous compaſſion for 
the diſtreſſed, I reſolved whoever ſhe were, to gie 
her my aſſiſtance, when riding to the Chartoteer, I com- 
manded him to ſtop. He made ſome difficulty to obcy 
me, but I brought the point of my Javelin to his eyes 
and he fearing my Indignation, chequed his Hor, 
when he in the Chariot, in a great fury leapcd out, 
and calling for his Helmet, from him that carried ib, 
clapping it on, gave him charge to hold the Lady, and 
prevent her eſcape, when throwing himſelf in the Sad: 
dle of a lead Horſe, and coming up to me, with a vey 
bold action: Whoever thou art ( jaid he) if thou 
wert Lyſimachus again, if thou oppoſeſt my intent! 
on, thou ſhalt be ſure to meet with death. I am not 
Lyſimachus anſwered I, but if thine intentions are t0 
carry away this Lady, againſt ber mind, my 1ntent! 
on {hall be to defend her againſt thy violence, you mu 


die then, replyed he, and flew at me with a great 5 
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of Courage, being indeed truly valiant. The Combat 
aſted for ſome time, without diſadvantage to either ſide, 
hut in the end I was more fortunate thanhe, and after ha- 
ving warded many blows, I gave him two or three deep 
- Wounas, which made him fall from his Horſe, unable 
to make any longer reſiſtance; then I turned towards 
the Lady I had reſcued, and he that held her by the 
command of his Maſter no ſooner ſaw me coming, but 
he let her go, and fled towards Babylon. The Lady pre- 
ſently leaped out of the Chariot, and the Charioteer 
laſhing on his Horſes got a great way from us in a little 
(1MEe, j | | 
Scarce had I alighted and fixed my Eyes on the Ladies 
Face, but I ſaw all the Lineaments in it of the Queen my 


Siſter, and ſhe looking wiſhfully upon me, and ſeeing I 


was in a great aſtoniſhment : Never doubt it, (ſaid ſhe) 


lam Sratira, and I, Siſter, (ſaid I quite tranſported )am 
Artaxerxes your Brother. When caſting my Helmet 
at her Feet, l ran with open Arms to embrace her. I muſt 
leave you to imagine the tranſports of joy that poſſeſ- 
ſed our Souls at this unexpected and ſurprizing meet- 
ing. We either thought each other no more amongſt the 
Living, ard now we after ſo long a ſeparation met 
thus happily alive, and in a ſtate, from which we yet 
hoped fr ome happy days, I ſet Sratira on Horſeback . 
to convey her to a place of Safety; but whilſt we were 
in this condition, haſtily demanding abundance of Que- 
ſtions of each other, ſometimes for eageyneſs, we asked 
them both together, intermixing affectionate Kiſſes. 
Our exceſs of joy having put us into a very great effu- 
ſion of Mind, till we were put out of it, by the fight 


ok a Chariot guarded by ten Horſemen, ane great 


pace towards us. The Queen had no ſooner fixed her 
Eyes on it, but ſhe cried out: Ah dear Brother, behold 


my Siſter Par. ſatis carrying away by the ſame violence, 


that Perdicas, whom you have fought with, was ufing 
towards me. I had no time to reply, they were come 
ſo near, but cauſing the Queen to alight, and retire 
out of the danger of our Swords; I] fiew upon them 
with a very furious Action, but ſoon found 1 was fur- 
rounded, yet being animated with a vehement anger, 
at the fight of Pariſatis Tears, I ſoon laid ſeveral of 


them dead among their Horfes Feet, when Criton by good 
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Fortune came from the place, where I had ſent him, and 
with a wonderful Courage ſtood by me, which ſoon fa. 
cilitated my Victory, yet to my exceeding great loſs and 
diſcontent; for whilſt we were fighting without any o. 
ther conſideration, Alcetas Brother to Perdicas, whom 
1 before had vanquiſhed, ſeeing the Queen, cauſed ſome 
of his Men to force her into the Chariot, and drive 
away with great haſte, ſo that when J had cleared the 


place of my Enemies, looking about, I miſſed her to 


my infinite grief, and found them gone ſo far towards 
Babylon, that all my endeavours could not recover thoſe 
illuſtrious Siſters. I cannot expreſs the ſorrow I conceived 
to be thus ſeparated from thoſe dear Perſons, and often 
vowed revenge on thoſe Raviſners. I was in theſe 
thoughts, when I found another misfortune, little in. 
feriour to that I had ſuſtained, which was my unhappi- 
neſs, dear Brother, to fight with you by a miſtaken 
Jealouſie, and ſhed your precious Blood, though | fell 
under your Victorious Hand, as you very well know. 
Here Oroondates interrupting him: Our misfortune,der 


Brother, was equal, and I ſhould bluſh to boaſt of a 


ny Victory over the Invincible Ar/aces, but my for- 
ro for having reduced you to fo piteous a condition, 
as you alſo reduced me, makes me now crave pardon for 
it; yer, let me intreat you, ſeeing our Adventures are 
ſo far advanced towards a good Iſſue, to tell me, by 
what Miracle, or by what favour of the Gods, to whom 
you have always been very dear, you eſcapad the dan- 
per I left you in, when J was carried away to Polemons 
Houſe ; for had I been ſenſible, I ſhould not have left 
ſo brave an 1 ere | my ſelf had taken ſuch care 
of him, as might have contributed to his recovery, it 
my Life had been remaining, I know you to be com- 
poſed of a generous Nature, Brother, (replied Arſa- 
ces) and this laſt kindneſs of yours to me, whom yon 
ſuppoſed no leſs your Enemy than before, very plainly 
expreſſed it; But Heaven fo ordered. it for the preſer- 
vation of my Life, that whilſt Criton had me in bis 
Arms, and was lamenting over me, a Troop of Horſe- 
men came by, who at his cries, ſtopt a while, and 
then came up to me, among whom was the brave Selu- 


cus, who pitying my condition, and taking me to be of 


Quality by the richneſs of my Arms, and by what in 
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part he had learned from Criton, cauſed his Men to take 
meup, and carried to a Houſe, whither he ſent Chy- 
rurgeons from Babylon to dreſs my many great Wounds, 
and came often himſelf to viſit me, and when I had re- 
covered a little, he cauſed me to be removed to his own 
Lodgings in the City, and no ſooner underſtood I was 
that Arſaces, who had done thoſe Services for the King 
of Scythia, which Fame had been too laviſh in proclaim- 
ing tomy advantage, but he embraced me with a won- 
derful joy, and expreſſed ſo many kind things, that I 
could not but become enamoured of his Virtues, and 
contracted that ſtrict Friendſhip with him, which he de- 
fired of me; but the thoughts of ſeeing Bernice fo loy- 
ing and familiar with you, exceedingly tormented me, 
as that of your ſeeing the Queen kiſs and embrace me, 


lad done you; On the other hand, I could not but re- 


proach her of Lightneſs and Inconſtancy, and conclud- 
ed you were no other than Arſacomes, with whom 
Criton had ſeen her a few days before, and that the 
Gods to ruin my Fortune, had added new ſtrength to 
him, ſuperiour to what they had before endowed him 
with, and that ſuch a gallantry had changed the mind 
of my Priaceſs, all on a ſuddain in his favour. Yet 
when Criton returned from your Tent with Clitephon, 
Perdicas his Squire, and had ſeen Bernice with you, he 
aſſured me my Enemy was not A-rſacomes, which no- 
thing allayed my trouble, but rather augmented it, 
that ſhe ſhould fo vilely give her ſelf up to a Stranger, 
who had done her no Services, when indeed Arſacomes 
lad loved her of a long time, and uſed all his diligence 


to oblige and ſerve her. Let him be A-ſacomes (ſaid I) 
or let him be a Stranger, he has unjuſtly raviſhed in- 


grateful Bernice from me, and that cruel Man the de- 


ſtroyer of alt my repoſe, ſhall die. I continued ſeveral 


days without any other thoughts, ſave of thoſe of my 
revenge, or of my Death, I will not deny, Brother, 
but I made uſe of the Herb you ſent me, without any 
ſeruple, and wondered at your generoſity, but the Meſ- 
ſage you ſent with it, that it was cnly to heal my 


Wounds the ſooner, that we might fight again, to end 


our differences with one of our Lives, was very plea- 


ling to me, and made me labour to live more than other- 


Ways | 
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ways | ſhould have done, to be revenged of a ſuppoſed 
Rival. Selicus at my entreaty hindered thoſe viſits ma- 
ny. would have paid me, who had heard of my Name, 
fo that I ſaw not Roxana nor Perdicas I muſt confeſs, 
though I had fought with the latter, yet in the little 
Diſcourſe I had with the Queen, underſtanding that 
both ſhe and Pariſatis were alive only by his means, 
and having heard he was a gallant Prince, and had done 
many brave exploits under Alexander, I could not con. 
tider him as an Enemy, concluding his Love to the 
Queen, and that of his Brother Alcetas to Pariſat;; 
had driven them them to keep them under fome reſtraint 
as ſecret as might be for fear of Roxana's Malice, who 
was very powerful in Babylon. 
own, Brother, when I was recovered, J ſought you 

in the Fight as my moſt mortal Enemy, and ſhould have 
been glad to have ſatisfied my revenge with your Death, 
but your Fortune prevented it to my hurt, and that 
diſappointment greatly enraged me. 1 was indeed 
grieved that Oxyartes my Uncle, and many of my Re- 
lations were of your Party, and thonghr the Gods had 
not favoured my revenge, becauſe I fought againſt the 
Blood of Darius, and therefore reſolved upon this laſt 
extremity, to ſeek you in your Camp, and give-you 
Death if poſſible in the midſt of your Army, or periſh 
in the attempt. I made not ſo much as Criton acquainted 
with my deſign, ſo far had my fury blinded me, but 
whilſt he was gone to another part of our Camp, | 
mounted, and rod directly towards yours. There was 
little probability I could effect that enterpriſe, but the 
regard | had of my Life was ſo inconſiderable to me, 
that equally deſiring Death and my Revenge, I ran to 
both with like precipitation. 165 

I fhall not. need to tell you any more, (continued Ar- 
faces) ſince you are not ignorant of the reſt, and that 
5 know as well as I ; the admirable change that has 

appened in my Fortune, where I ſought my cruel Ene- 
my, | met my deareſt Brother; where I ſought a faith- 
les Bernice, I found Bernice (till conſtant and full of 
Gwodneſs to pardon me the injuries J have done her; 
and in brief, where J ſought my Death, I found my 
Life, bat a Life beyond all my hopes, that 2 * 
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bleſs my Rn, ſince I ſee them brought to ſo 
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fair and fo glorious a concluſion, 
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n P Rince Artaxerxes having finiſhed his long Narration, 
ed with the applauſe of that illuſtrious Company, it 
ut carrying along with it a mixture of wonder and com- 
[ miſeration, all the Princes and great Commanders pre- 
as ſent embraced him with an ardent Affection, and both 
he he and Oroondates conceived a good hope of the accom- 
e, pliſhment of the reſt of the words of the Oracle, from 


o this happy beginning, which they thought ſo obſcure; 
for wo they concluded, the Dead had built their For- 


r- tane upon the Living, and the Living had laboured for the 
at repoſe of the Dead; whilſt Oroandates living, had de- 
as fended Bernice againſt the violence of Arſacomes, and re- 
e. ſtored her into the hands of Prince Artaxerxes, who was 
h- dead in the Opinion of the World, and yet had fought 
f tor Oroondates, and by his uſual valour had freed 


vg)d Queen his Siſter out of the hands of Perd;cas, thotgh 

y he had again unhappily loſt her; yet it was ſufficient to 

Ie let them know ſhe was living, whom they had ſuppoſed 

ls to be dead. After they had conſidered theſe things, and 
| | | were 
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were in hopes of à full accompliſhment of the Oracle. 
To conſummate that felicity they promiſed themſelves, 
Ar ſaces, to whom the latter Adventures of Bernice 


were unknown, and who was but too much concerned 


to be ignorant of them any longer, deſired her to fa- 
vour him with the relation, and in that prevented 0. 
roondates, as deſirous as himſelf, and who knew no more 
of them than he, when to oblige the Company, 
who longed extreamly to hear the laſt accidents of 
that Princeſſes Life, ſhe ſtayed not to be any more en- 
treated, but having thought a while what ſhe had to 
fay, began to ſatisfie their Expectations in this manner: 


The Continuation of the | 
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Tre whole day, (ſaid ſhe) has drawn to ſo near a 
1 concluſion, in what you have already heard from 
the Prince, and from my ſelf, and the remaining time 


will be too ſhort to enlarge upon what 1 have to fay, in 


thoſe matters, that particularly concern my Adventures, 

I ſhall tell you then, that unhappy Night, when Ar. 
facomes carried me out of Iſſedon by force, [ bad fate up 
late to entertain Prince Carthaſis my Uncle, Arſaces 


and ſome Ladies, who came to pay me a viſit, and for 


whom I had a particular eſteem ; but no ſooner had 1 
diſmiſſed them, and they were gone to their ſeveral A- 
partments, and was preparing to undreſs me, and take 
my repoſe, in ſome {ſweet contentment of Mind, after 
fo many ſtormy afflictions, and deluges of ſorrows as had 
befallen me: (Ah, how ſhall 1 relate it to you without 
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trembling) ere I ſaw my Chamber door ſurprizingly 
broke open, and ſeven or eight Men Armed, whoſe 
Faces I could not perceive, came crowding in, and ſeiz- 
ing me in ſpite of all the cries and reſiſtance 1 was a- 
ble to make, forcibly carried me away, that terror and 
alfrightment caſt me into a deep Swoon, after they had 
dragg'd me through the Garden, and out at the whole 
they had broken in the Wall, and thruſt me into a Cha- 
riot that ſtood ready, and I was many Furlongs from 
Iſedon when | faintly opened my Eyes. The day then ap- 
peared, and J uttered grievous complaints, but found 
no anſwer to them. 1 endcavoured all ] could to throw 
my ſelf out ot the Chariot, but was prevented by thoſe 
ſtrong Arms that held me, The Charioteer drove on 
furiouſly, by the leaſt frequented ways, and I knew not 
certainly, (though I had rightly. gueſſed it) in whoſe 
hands 1 was, till I came to B:zantium ; for all that time 
of our Journey, which was long, wicked Arſacomes 
came not near me, or at leaſt diſcovered not his Face 


He had no ſooner put me in a Houſe, and thinkin 
himſelf in ſafety, by the Frieniſhip he had contracte 
with Eurime don the Governour, but he had the impu- 
dence to preſent himſelf before me, The fight of him 
raiſed my Anger and my Fury in the heighth of my ſor- 
row, when looking on him with a diſdainful Eye, ſpark- 
ling indignation : Ah, Traytor, (ſaid I) Traytor to thy 
King, and to thy Country; nay, even Traytor to thine 
Honour, is it thus that thou uſeſt the Daughter of thy 
Sovereign, and a Princeſs to whom thou didſt profeſs 
thy ſelf tied by other duties'than thoſe of her Birth ? 
Are theſe the brave effects of that Paſſion, which had 
made thee not to know thy ſelf, and of that Love, which 
raiſed thy preſumptuous thoughts ſo high ? Is it poſſible 
it ſhould make thee ſtoop to ſo black and ſo ſhameful a 
Treachery ? doſt thou think this infidelity to thy King, 
and to a King, who has ſo infinitely obliged thee, can re- 
main unpuniſhed, and dareſt thou believe, thou canſt 4 
cape the Juſtice of the Gods, though thou ſaveſt thy ſe 
from that of Men. 3353533 

I ſaid a great deal more, and poured forth my re- 


- proaches which ke hearkned tco without interrupting 


me, but when he found 1 kept ſilence: Madam, Cad 
OS. he 
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and ſhould willingly condemn this laſt Action of mine, 
if J had done it in a leſs extremity, than that you have 
reduced me to. I think you cannot deny, but I have pay. 
ed vou all the reſpects and ſubmiſſions that a Service of 
ſuch a continuance was capable of. So long as I had any 
hope, you never ſaw me abuſe the Kings favour, nor li- 
cenced my ſelf to any liberty that could diſpleaſe him: 
But when I loſt my hopes both by your cruelty and the 
Kings diſhonourable change of his hamour, I muſt con- 
feſs, I flew to extremities, as not being willing to leave 
you to my Rival, when I concluded you were my due, 
not only by my Services, but the promiſe of the King. 
In brief, Madam, I have done nothing that I can juſtly 
repent of, nor for which I ought to fear any reproaches, 
and rather than to leave you to my Rival; I would not 
only have pulled yon out of your Fathers Arms, but e. 
ven have ſacrificed himſelf to my lawful reſentments. 
Ah unworthy Man, (replied I) if thou couldſt not 
endure to leave me in the hands of thy Rival, thou ſhouldſt 
have pulled me out of them, as once he pulled me out 
of thine; thou ſhouldſt have undertaken that againſt 
him alone, which he undertook againſt thee at the head 
of thine Army, and thou ſhouldſt have diſputed me 'as a 


Prince, and like a valiant Man as he is, ſince thou knew- 


eſt, he never would have refuſed thee thoſe occaſions. 1 
would willingly have made uſe of them, (ſaid Arſacome,) 
if they would have been any advantage to my Paſſion, 
and as valiant and as fortunate as Arſaces is, he never 
ſaw me turn my back to him; but if 1 had fought with 
Arfaces, Bernice would not have been the prize of my 
Victory, fince the Kings injuſtice had otherways diſpo- 
ſed of her, and that by his expreſs Command he had ut- 
terly extinguiſhed all my hopes. And though by taking 
that courſe, I might have been revenged upon my Ee: 
my, yet I had not obtained my Princeſs, but by this | 
have followed, Bernice is mine, and A-ſaces is more cru: 
elly puniſhed, than if I had given him a thouſand deaths. 
Bernice thine, (cried I interrupting him) Ah, never 
hope it, ſince thou haſt ſeen her reſiſt her Fathers Will, 
whilſt he was ſo far blinded as to favour thee, and whilſt 

thou wert leſs Criminal than now thou art, be certain, 
- fheknows well enough how to defend her ſelf by pare: 
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againſt thy violence, and againſt thy preſecutions, and 
that ſo long as the lives, ſhe will never look on thee; 
as other than a Monſter, and as an enemy black with 
the baſeſt of all Crimes. Time ( replied Arjacomes) 
and my reſpect will without doubt abate your unjuſt an- 
ger, and you will ceaſe to hate me, when you come 
to conſider, that it is the exceſs of my Love, which forces 
me to diſpleaſe you, in taking you away from a Rival 
more fortunate than my ſelf, but which ſhall never 
make me go beyond the limits of that reſpect l owe you, 
and which ſhail ever leave you the ſame Empire 
over me, you had in the Court of the King your 
Father. 5 „ 
By theſe words Ar ſacomes ſtrove to appeaſe my an- 
ger, and to give me ſome Conſolation, but he endea- 
voured in vain; for as often as he opened his mouth to 7 
ſpeak to me, he received no other returns than re- 
proaches, and imprecations. I continued almoſt three 
whole days without eating any thing, and certainly I 
ſhould have killed my felt with hunger, had I not ex- 
ected ſome way or other to be delivered out of his 
ands. I was not at all inſenſible, that Arſaces would 
leave no endeavours untryed to find me out if poſſi- 
ble. Alaſs, how often did I name him, and invoke 4 
his aid ? How often did I call unprofitably for his at- þ 
ſiſtance? J made no difficulty at all of it before Ar/a- - 
comes; and ſo little I feared to diſpleaſe him, that 1 
never uſed any conſtraint upon my ſelf, to hide my 
juſt reſentments. He indeed had procured ſeveral wo- 
men to attend me, but 1 looked on them as no other, 
than Spies on my actions, and ſuch as were placed a- 
out me, to reſtrain my Liberty : And amongit all 
the Men that followed him, he that he made the moſt 
account of, was the wicked Aſtyages, who had diſco- 
vered Arſaces to the King my Father, to be the Son of 
Darius, and cauſed him to run ſo great à hazard of 
his Life. Twas that wicked fellow, who perſecuted 
me more than all the reit ; and thinking thereby to 
gain himſelf more favour with Ar/acomes, he wrought 
ſach-an averſion in me, that I was not able to endure. 
the ſioht of him. He impudently ſolicited me daily to 
Marry Arſacomes, perſuading me that in the conditt- 
on 1 was in, nothing could be of greater advantage to 
VVV me 
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me; He told me audaciouſſy, that it was not my beſt 
| ſpair, who had power to 
do what he pleaſed himſelf; and that a Lover reduced ta 


way todrive a Prince to de 


the laſt extremities, was capable of doing any thing ; 


but 1 requeſted that perfidious Man with ſuch vio. 
lent retorts, that if he had had any ſhame, they would 


even have confounded him, and have chained up his 
Tongue before me forever. e 
Eurimedon came often to viſit me, and labdured to 


give me what conſolation he thought was neceſſary, in 


the condition he ſaw me in. I anſwered his Comple- 
ments but coldly, yet as frozen as I was, my little 
Beauty had created a Fire in him, He ſeemed at firſt 
greatly to pity my ſufferings, and laboured to make 
me believe my happineſs could only be eſtabliſhed by 


yielding to Love Arſacomes, whoſe Deſerts he magni- 


fied to the higheſt degree, but when he plainly per: 


ceived my repugnancy to all he had ſaid in his favour, 


he grew bolder, and promiſed me his aſſiſtance in all 


that lay in his power, to redreſs my Wrongs. This 


ſadden change made me hope, he would be a means 
to reſtore me again to the King my Father, which he 


perceived was the main thing I aimed at; but I was 
mightily deceived in my expectation, for ſoon after! 


found his profered Friendſhip to me proceeded only 
from his Paſſion, and from his Intereſt, though he had 
covered them in ambiguous expreſſions; for at laſt 
laying aſide the conſideration of his Friendſhip to Ar- 
{acomes, his power in that place made him grow to 


uch a heighth of Inſolency, that I plainly ſaw my 
ſelf expoſed to my cruel fortune, without knowing hoß 


to remedy it. Se „ K 
The firſt time he explained himſelf to me, was aftet 


a Diſcourſe we had of my misfortunes, and having qui 


etly attended to the complaints I made: Madam, ({aic 


| he} you are not ſo unfortunate as you believe, and if 
h — were but of a humour to diſcetn thoſe Perſons who 
ve an Ambition to ſerve you, from thoſe that have 


offended you, your miſeries would not be of any long 


continuance. "Theſe words, with his earneſt fixing 


his Eyes on my Face, made me ſoon apprehend his 
intendments, yet I diſſembled it, as well as the trou- 
ble it had canſed in me, would permit, and only pre. 


tended 
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tended to draw an advantage from it of my Liberty: 
No doubt Euri medon, (ſaid I) but I am as ſenſible of 
Courteſies, as I can be of injuries, not but that I 
would fully acknowledge thoſe, I ſhould receive from 
victuous Perſons. If it be fo, (replied he) Eurimedon 
will be the happieſt Man in the World, and you ſhall 
not be the moſt unfortunate Princeſs. 1 know well e- 
nough what I owe to Arſacomes, and to the Law df 
Hoſpitality z but I alſo know what I owe to Bernice, 
and to my ſelf,” and thovgh I ſhould commit a fault, 
that Paſſion wherewith Ar/acomes covers his, may 
more eaſily cover Eur:medon's. | 

| Theſe words, which held me in nd ſuſpence of his 
deſign, made me break out into a violent Anger, con- 
trary to my Nature: Go Eurimedon, (ſaid J) go de- 
care thy guilty Paſſion to ſome other, than the Daugh- 
ter of the King of Scythia, and redouble not by your 
inſolence the affliction of a Princeſs, whom you ought 
not to behold but with feſpect. Though he was abaſh- 
ed at this reply, he would have anſwered, but I gave 
him not the opportunity; for going away, without fo 


nuch as caſting an Eye towards him, I ſhut my ſelf in 


my Cloſet. And after this effect of my misfortune; 
my complaints were more violent than ever, you may 
alily conceive it was not without a very ſenſible diſ- 
content, that new Conqueſt my —_ had made, nor 
without a great many tears, that 1. looked upon the 
niſery of my condition: Ah; Artaxerxes, (ſaid 1) 
what an unworthy Rival has my hard Fate procured 
thee, and how much thou wouldſt be aſhamed if thou 
kneweſt my miſery, to bave a pittyfal Lieutenant of a 
Province. thy Competitor in an affection. Thou to 
whom a hundred Provinces, and a thouſand Subjects 
wore conſiderable than this Rival, oughit to yield O- 
This remembrance made Exrimedon more hateful to 
ne, than Arſacomes, and though according to the 
Rules of Prtidente, 1 ought perchance to have diſſem- 
bled with him; though it were but by his means to get 
ont of the power of 870 yet fearing to fall in- 
to worſe hands, I could not hide my reſentments; 1 
therefore avoided all 


future diſcourſe with him, as I. 


did with Ar ſacomòs; but it made him abate nothing of 
wy 5 — 7 pls 
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his paſſion or importunities, not ſparing to give me 
ſome hints in his diſcourſe, that it was not my ſafeſt 
way to drive him to extremities, leaſt his deſpair ſhoulg 
leave him fo little maſter of himſelf, as to make him 
take that by force, which I fo obſtinately denied hin 
ſeeing 1 was altogether in his power. Theſe thought; 
made me tremble, and reduced me to little better thay 
a dying condition, nor was it long e're A-ſacome; 
found out his deſign upon me, though in diſdain J had 
forebozn to ſpeak to him of it, which Treachery and 
breach of Friendſhip put him into ſuch a rage, that if 
Aſtiages by his perſwaſions and reaſons, bad not hin- 
dred it, he had run immediately to ſeek his — 
in attempting to kill Eurimedon, though it could not 
have but proved fatal to himſelf, yet growing cooler 
by degrees, they conſulted whither they might retire 
with me, finding no truſt or ſafety in Bizantium, and 
at laſt agreed to fiy to Alexander, who was not only 
powerful to protect them, but as Aſtiages flattered 
Arſacomes, would not delay to give me to him, when 
he ſhould know, how much he could further him, by 
his intereſt in the conqueſt of Scythia, to revenge the 
lo and diſhonour he had ſuſtained in the overthrow 
of his Armies, and the Death of his two Generals, and 
that above all he would favour him againſt the Son oi 
Darius, whoſe Empire he poſſeſſed, and who, by ſuch 
an Alliance might be able to diſpute it with him, ſee- 
ing the Perſians now obeyed. him more for fear, than 
any other conſideration, and would be ready on all 
occaſions to regain their Liberty. Tbis being reſolved 
on, the next thing they conſidered, was how to eſcape 
out of the City, which could not well be done with: 
out my conſent, for with Furimedons leave, they deF 
wired to effect it, at laſt they came to a reſult in this 
| likewiſe, Aſtiages, who was very active and miſchie- 
vous in all. his deſigns, fo contrived it, that a Chariot 
and Horſes were ſecretly laid within two or three 
Furlongs of the Shoar, on the Aſian ſide, with orders 
$0 attend nearer at a time appointed; then he gained 
the Maſter of a Bark, for a great Sum of Money, & 
ere:ly to tranſport us thither. 5 
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This project being in a forwardneſs, Ar/acomes came 
tomy 
Wa had parted from me, and found me in a very 
troubled humour; he gueſſed at the cauſe of my dif. 
compoſure, and after having ſaluted me with a pro- 
found Civility : Madam, (ſaid he) all your Servants are 
rot ſo full of reſpect, as Ar/acomes, for though the pow- 
er my Fortune has given me, has not made me forget- 
ful of that I owe unto you; Eurimedon cannot ſay 
the ſame, he reſolves to take that by violence, which 
he has not been able to obtain by perſwaſion, and if 
you ſtay here but a day longer, you will feel the ef- 
tets of that Authority you are now under. I know, 
[ ſhall die in your defence, but my Death will not be 
able to ſecure you, therefore 1 had rather give up all 
my hopes, and carry you back to the King your Fa- 
ther, than leave you to the mercy of this treache- 
rous Man. Diſſembling Ar ſacomes had invented this; 
for fear 1 ſhould by my unwillingneſs diſcover his de- 
ſign, and the probality 1 found in what he ſaid, by 
the knowledge 1 had of Eurimedon's Paſſion, made 
me the eaſier believe him; I praiſed the Gods for 
putting him into ſo good a Mind, and looking on him 
with a Countenance very different from what! ordi- 
narily afforded him at any other time: Arſacomes, if it 
be true, (ſaid 1) that you will reſtore me to the King 
my Father, not only he and 1 will pardon you the 
faults you have committed againſt us, but you will 
recover the ſame place in his Affection, you heretofore 
enjoyed, and ſhall ever ſtand fair in my acknowledg- 
eat, and in my eſteem, as you in reaſon can de- 
ire. 


am fully reſolved upon it, Madam, (replied Ar- 
ſacomes) and though 1 knew you were left to me for- 
ever, 1 had rather looſe you by doing you this Ser- 
vice, than abandon you to faithleſs Exr:medon; But; 
Madam, (continued he) we muſt fly without any 
longer delay, for if we let paſs this Night, without 
employing it to ſave you, there Will be no poſſibili- 
ty of it to Morrow. I ain ready, Ar/acomes, (re- 
plied I) nor ſhall 1 be leſs joyed to eſcape the Tyran- 
ny of Eurimedon, than to return to my Father, There 
was at this time none of my A ir my 9 | 

| n 2 an 


hamber in the Evening, after he knew Euri- 
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and he urgently preſſing our departure, I made no diff. 
culty to give him my hand, with a greater willingneſs 
than ever J had done in all my Life, and ſuffered my ſelf 
to be wholly guided by him. We got out of the 
Houſe in the dark, and went a foot to the Port, 
where Aſtiages waited for our coming; I no ſooner 
ſaw the Water, when they had put me into the Barge, it 
but 1 found he had deceived me, and preſently recal- Ml 
ling my firſt reſentments againſt him: Ah Traytor, f 
(cried 1) how much was 1 to blame in believing thou 
couldſt be capable of any virtuous Action, and how 
fooliſh 1 was to give credit to the Words of ſuch a Ml ! 
faithleſs Man: Thou haſt found a Friend of Erimeden in 
very like thy ſelf, but ſince J was to periſh by the W's 
Infidelity of one of you, thou ſhouldft have let me W 5 
die at B:iZantizm, without drawing out miſeries lon- 
ger by thy perfidiou ſneſs. | 
Arſacomes gave ear to this reproach, but received e 
it as he wont to do my other Diſcourſes of the like WW! 
Nature; and the Barge with Oars and Sails ſoon reach: 
ed the further Shore, where I was Landed, and put I bop 
Into the Chariot by force. It would be endleſs to tell to k 
you all my complainings, and the many reproaches I Ton 
I made, let it ſuffice then, that when J had learned com 
Arſacomes's purpoſe, to retire to Alexander, I took {W/: 
a little comfort, as knowing by report, that Prince 
was an Enemie to baſe Actions; but my greateſt hope 
was in the Queen, to whom | intended to make my 
ſelf known, and doubted not but by the conſiderati 
on of Prince Artaxerxes her Brother, when ſhe ſhould 
be ſatisfied he was alive, and how much be was con- 
cerned for me, I ſhould find protection in her favour 
againſt the violence of Arſacomes, and all others; 
hut upon our Arrival in this Country, to my great 
grief, | heard Alexander was dead, and it was 11 
moured the Queen and her Siſter were murthered by if 
the cruelty of Roxana. Aſtiages ſoon directed Ar 
ſacomes to a Houſe of his Kinſmans, as wicked as him. 
ielf, where I was kept in the nature of a Priſoner, 
yet had Women to attend me, and Arſacomes abated 
nothing of his reſpect towards me, ſave that of giving 
me my Liberty; and when at any time he perſecuted 
me with his Lore, he met with the like Anſwers 
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J, 

ff. bad formerly given him, and more ſevere ones if poſſible. 

of. Wl My grief was extream, and could not but account 
f the Tennis- Ball of Fortune, to be bandied 


w ſel i 
- — on the Rackets of the Deſtinies; however, I 
reſolved to run any hazard for the regaining my Li- 


ber berty, if 1 might find the leaſt probability of doing 
ge, i, Whilſt 1 had this thought, I viewed the proſpe 
c the Country from my Window, and taking my 


when ſome of the Women were gone a- 


or, opportunity, l N ; 
dos bout other Affairs, and ſhe that remained with me 
ow Wl was aſleep, knowing if 1 were retaken it could not 
bz Wl pit me into a worſer condition, I ventured down Stairs, 


nd got away through the Garden unſeen, when com 
no into the Fields, I made all the haſte I could,towards 
Babylon, in hopes to find ſome refage there from my 
perſecutors, but not uſed to ſuch a Journey, I ſoon 
came extreamly tired, and found my ſelf conftrain- 
4 to fit down under a tuft of ſhadie Trees, in mach 
xrplexity. I reſted but a little e re got up again, 
nd put forward as faſt as I was able, but when my 
bopes was at the higheſt, to reach the places I deſired 
to be in, and the glittering Pinacles of the ſtately 
Towers ſaluted my Eyes, I perceived a Horſeman 
coming full ſpeed after me. It was that day that 
Arſacomes riding Þy, interrupted the converſation of 
Iyſimachus and Arſaces, and that he killed the Horſe 
of the latter, and made his eſcape from him; after 
which he overtook me, ſeizing on me in a marvelous 
fioht and trembling, ſetting me before him in ſpite 
af all my cries and reſiſtance, when having got wh:e 
te fought for, he rode back full ſpeed to the Houle 
if my Priſon, not ſeeming to regard or anſwer my 
proaches on the way, but when he came thither and 
ad again ſecured me: My ingrateful Fugitive, (aid 
? you ſee the Gods have not approved your flight, 
Ince they have ſo little favoured it, and you may 
dee by the little care they have taken, to deliver 
on out of my hands, how much they blame and con- 
enn your Cruelties. . ee 2A 
| was ſo dejected with my grief, and tired with my 
ourney, that I had hardly any ſtrength left to return 
anſwer in any but rere words, that had but lit- 
k coherence, After this, —_ more narrowly watch. 
Sa to” Te 5 2 e 
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ed than before, and not ignorant of Aſtiages wick 
ed Counfel, who vehemently urged and perſwaded Ml 0! 
Arſacomes to make uſe of the power he' had over me, Ml ” 
for the ſatisfaction of his lawleſs deſires, nor could tb 
that impudent Fellow forbear, even in my preſence, MW 5 
to blame the remainder of that reſpect he ſtill had pt 
towards me, which fo changed his Mind that he be. Ml ! 
gan to uſe me otherwiſe than formerly he had done, MW 
and made me ſee by all his Actions, 1 had no ſlight cauſe ti 
to fear the higheſt out-rages from him, if the Gods per. k. 
mitted me to be much longer in his power. U 
This fear conſtrained me to diſſemble with him, MW 
and J often diſarmed his fury by a feigned compliance; ba 
but wicked Aſtiages who being leſs prepoſſeſſed than Ml b. 
he, diſcovering my intentions better, he every day MW © 
preſſed him to ſeek ways for the ſatisfaction of his law. © 
leſs deſires, and by his ſolicitations corrupted him {6 MI le 
far, that in end Ar ſacomes forgot who I was, and no MI ** 
longer knowing me to be Bernice, whom he was wont | 
to behold with ſo much ſubmiſſion, ran on to thoſe Ml ©" 
cruel reſolutions that were diverted by the Gods, and ſed 
by the valour of the Prince my Brother, whom they nef 
miraculouſſy ſent to my relief, in the greateſt extre 
mity that ever befel me. The Princeſs made a ſtop N 
at theſe words, and left the Princes matter enough to 5 
entertain themſelves with the events ſhe had related; Ml * 
Lyſimachus told her the Diſcourſe he had heard inthe * 
Wood, between Ar ſacomes and Aſliages ; but ſcarce 5 
had ſhe taken a little breath, e're ſhe was ſolicited by Wl *" 
them and the Amazonian Queen to let them hear her I Pre 
laſt Adventures, won willing to oblige them, ſhepro 
ceeded in this manner : 1 3 
I doubt not but you have been informed by * 
ta, it was the Adventure of a Litter, which made me 
leave her, but ſhe could not tell you who was in i. 
It was Ar ſaces, who according to his Narration 3 
then removing from Babylon, for the recovery ef | 
Wounds, his wondrous Paleneſs hindered me not fron 
knowing him; I was moved at that gat, yet could 
it not have perſuaded me, Brother, to 


ave left you ll 
the condition you were in, but that I believed! could 
do no leſs than ſee Arſaces again, and let him fee Br 
zice whom he earneſtly ſought, that that ſight 2 
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at an end to all his wandrings, but they went ſo faſt 
with it, that 1 was not able to keep pace with them, 


/ though I leaned upon Alcione's Arm, which made me 


ve it over. And being about to return to yoa, I was 
prevented by a Company of Horſemen, who preſent- 
ly ſurrounded us, and having cryed out that I was Ber- 


nie, they leaped from their Horſes, and putting up 


the Beavers of their Helmets, no longer concealed their 
Faces from me. The firſt I caſt my Eyes -on, was 
wicked Aſtiages, and with him, to my great amaze- 
ment, I ſaw Euri medon, from whoſe perſecutions, 1 
ad fied with A/ ſacomes, who had ſubſtituted his 
Brother in the Command of his Provinces, and was 
come in (ſearch of me, where after the Death of Arſa- 
comes, he met with Aſtiages, and by the encourage- 
ment he gave him, for hopes of reward, he doubted 
not to recover me by force or ſtratagem. _ 

Euri medon appeared tranſported with joy, at this 
encounter, and taking one of my hands, which he kiſ- 
ſed in ſpite of my reſiſtance: How great is the good- 
neſs of the Gods, (ſaid he) ſince they reſtored me the 
adored Princeſs I had loſt, after having worthily pu- 
niſhed the Man that ſtole her away from my Arms. 1 
was ſo extremely ſurprized at this unhappy accident, 
that I had neither ſtrength nor courage to reply, but 
only pulling away my hand from between his, and 
looking on him with a diſdainful Eye, I made him 
know, that if my ſight was a contentment: to him, his 
produced the quite contrary effect in me; Aſti ages 
was as much joyed he had found Alcione, and the 
git of him was yet more hateful to her, by reaſon of 

e great injuries he had done her, but in ſpite of our 
reſiſtance and our cries, they forcibly carried us before 
them, to tliat Houſe where Ar/acomes had ſo lately 
made me his Priſoner. 2 

We had been there but a little while deploring our 
unfortunate condition with tears, when Eurimedon pre- 
ſented himſelf to me, the ſight of him made me tremble, 
and though he put on all the mildneſs he could, and 
alledged the excels of his Love in excuſe of the violence 
be had uſed, promiſing to convey me to my Father. 
only anſwered him with reproaches, and reſolving 
ge ver more to truſt the N of wicked Perſons, 

4 +: n 4 ; _ 
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I utterly refuſing to receive any favour or aſſiſtance 
frum him. When he preſſed his Love in a violent man- 
ner, and began to magnifie his own deſerts: Moderate t 
Ambition, (ſaid I) and conſider, that if the Daughter 
of a King be to be ſerved by Eurimedon, it is only as 
a Subject, or as a menial Servant. He found matter 
of offence in theſe words, but Love made him digeſt 
them, and my Quality and ſome other conſiderations 
gave him a reſpe& for me, which left him not the 
courage to execute his wicked intentions. 
Poor Alcione's was as grievouſſy perſecuted by wick: 
ed Aſtiages, which together with the ſight of hin, 
that brought into her remembrance the Death of her 
dear Theander, by the means of his Treacheries, put 
her into mortal Trances; yet that ſhameleſs Fellow 
came often to viſit her, and one time: Alcione, (ſaid 
he) for | dare not call you Siſter, you have ſucha 
ſtrange averſion to me) let us from henceforth forget 
all that is paſt, and ſuffer me to make a Confeſſion to 
you, which 1 never before made to any Body : | ever 
loved you, and if the conſideration of Theander made 
2 ſilent, kngw it was my own, that made me jealous 
of Cleoni muss and not that of Bagiſtanes; the Intereſt 
of that Kinſman ſhould never have perſwaded me to 
have troubled the repoſe of my Brother, who ws 
much dearer to me than he, and you may well Jud; 
that that compliance alone would not have been able 
to carry me on to ſuch great extremities : Forget there- 
fore thoſe injuries, which my Paſſion may well excuk; 
and with them forget Cleommus, who either is no lon 
ger in the World, or elſe no longer remembers yon, 
and if you will receive me for your Husband, I wil 
ſupply the place of Theander, we'll re-unite our Fi 
milies, and our Houſes, and you ſhall be no leſs happy 
with me, than you was with my Brother, | 
Ab, (cried Alcione, quite tranſported with rage) Ab 
Monſter, ſtained with thy Brothers Blood! Monſter, 
black with a thouſand Treacheries, canſt thou once 
but imagine me capable of hearin th horrible propo 
ſitions, and haſt thou yet this laff rime to commit, 


to make thee the moſt deteſtable of all Men living. I 
. Cleonymus be dead, thy Crimes have killed him, and 
if he no longer remember Alcione, it is only bis * 
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tue made him forget her, and it is only t y Vice that 
brings her again into thy memory; but be confident 
wicked Wretch, (continued ſhe) thy Love is yet more 
cruel to me, than thy hatred, and 1 will ſooner con- 
ſent to ſee thee be a ſecond time the Death of what is 
deareft to me in all the World, - and alfo of my ſelf, 
than to let thee hope that I will make Theanders Mur- 
therer his Succeſſor. Aſtiages in whom all ſhame. 
was quite extinguiſhed, hearkened without bluſhes 
to theſe reproaches, but ſtill by all his Actions, en- 
deayoured to make Alcione believe he was in Love with 
her. And in theſe torments we lived till the time of 
our deliverance, having hardly one hour in the day 
free from the viſits of our Perſecutors; but in the 
end, Eurimedon who was Lieutenant to Lyſimachus, 
in his Government of Thrace, conſidering he cou Id 
not long remain ſo near Babylon without being diſco- 
vered, reſolved to return with me to B:zantinm, and 
there, if I longer perſiſted in my obſtinacy,to compet 
me to a compliance with his deſires, and Af;agesnot © 
doubting his protection, and an encouragement of his 
wicked intentions on Alcione, proffered to accompany 
him, and it was on, our way thither, that the favour- 
ing Gods pitying our diſtreſs, ſent firſt Cleonimus, 
and then Demetrius, to reſcue us, as you have heard, 
and take us from thoſe we hated, to reſtore us to 
thoſe that are dear to us, and it was by the Sword of 
Cleonimusthat Eurimedon and Aſtiages loſt their de- 
teſtable Lives, as a juſt puniſhment of the Gods, for 
their many wicked Actions. ET 
Thus did the Princeſs conclude her Narration, and 
Arſaces who for all his 3 in ſome paſſages 
ol it, had heard it to the end, wit 
fell then into a very paſſionate Diſcourſe, whereby he 
let her ſee how infinitely he was concerned in the af- 
flictions ſhe had ſuffered, and ſo high an eſteem he 
ained for his valour and virtues, among the Greek 
rinces that were in Oroondatess Camp, and Succeſ- 
fors to Alexander, that their generous compaſſion to. 
bis ſufferings, and the afflicted Houſe of Darizs, made 
them freely offer him all thoſe Dominions that had fal- 
len to their lot, which had formerly belonged to De- 
rius his Father, and to eſtabliſh him in part of _ 


9 


out interruption, 
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Empire which by right of Birth appertained to him ; 


but he generoufly refuſed it, contenting himſelf with 
what bis Sword with their aſſiſtance ſhould gain 
from thoſe that were his and their Enemies, Tis not 
by the way you fo generouſly propoſe, (ſaid he) that 
Artaxerxes ought to riſe to the Throne of his Auce- 
ſtors, nor will I receive that from the Liberality of my 


Friends, which the valour of my Enemies has taken 


from me: Therefore | proteſt to you, by great O-- 
maſdes, by Bernice, and by my Honour, that all your 
offers, and all your entreaties ſhall never be able to 

ſhake me from this reſolution. Poſſeſs the Territories 

which now are yours by right of War, and which! 
ſee you command without envy, and without diſcon- 
tent; there are enough in the power of our Enemies 
to eſtabliſh a Monarchy great enough, and if you would 
not have Darius his Son to live a private Man, I re- 
fuſe not your aſſiſtance to conquer part of them. 
This was Arſaces's generous reſolution, and though 
the Princes (eſpecially Lyſimachus) ftuck obſtinately 

in their propoſition, it was impoſſible for them to o- 

vercome his reſiſtance, or make him receed from what 


he had determined, and from this they fell to debate 


about carrying on the War; but Ar/aces to remove 
the ſcruple he had in a particular Friendſhip and Ob- 
ligation to Selucus, after they had determined many 
weighty matters, entreated it might be ſo contrived, 
that an interview might be had between, them, before 
the Battle intended was given, and he doubted not, 


when he ſhould make him ſenſible of the injuſtice of 


_ theſide he had taken, but to Ing bim over to their 

Party, and if he then refuſed it, he could with more 
Honour fjght againſt an Army, wherein that brave Man 
was to be a Commander. All the Princes approved of 
this motion, and Oroondates with others, offered him 
to be preſent at this interview, and the two Camps 
not being far aſunder, Cleomenes and Ariſtides were 
ſent to deſire it, who ſoon returned with a pleaſing an- 
ſwer, when Cleomenes addreſſing himſelf to Arſaces: 
Sir, (ſaid he) I have followed your orders, and have 


declared your intention to Selucus; he appeared ſo 


aſtoniſhed to hear you were in our Party, that of a 
great while he was not able to anſwer me, in the 85 
, : ; 4 4 f | t er 
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after he had made ſome complainings of your change, 
he conferred with Perdicas, and they both together 
romiſed me, that to morrow as ſoon as the Sun is ri- 
en, they will be upon that little Hill which you ſee 
on the right hand. Ar/aces was very well ſatisfied at 
this anſwer, and hoping for good ſucceſs at the Parley ; 
the reſt of the day was ſpent in taking a view of the 
Army, and giving neceſſary orders in their military Af. 


fairs as expecting a Battle in few days. 


Early in the morning Arſaces accompanied with 
Oroondates went to a place appointed, and when they 
ſaw Selucus, and Perdicas coming, they gallopped on 
to meet them, ſaluting one another in a very graceful 


faſhion, and though Oroondates was unknown to Per- 


dicas, Whoſe weakneſs when he gave him that ſuccour 
which ſaved his life, had no impreſſion of him, in his re- 
membrance ; yet his grateful preſence working the 
effect that was uſual, it moved that Grecian Prince, to 
nothing but reſpect: And after the firſt ſalutation Ar/a- 


ces preventing Selucus; you wonder, brave Selucus 


( faid he) to ſee me in your enemies party, but when 
once you know me, you will wonder more, that ever 
you ſaw me in yours. I know that! am indebted to 
you for my life: But you ſhall alſo know that 1 have 
fought for you againſt Nature, againſt Juſtice, a- 
gainſt my neareſt friends, and even againſt my ſelf ; 
and that perhaps few men in the World would have 
preferred the obligation 1 have towards you before 
the Intereſt that has now pulled me from you : Yet 
how great ſoever it is, it is not able to make me for- 
get a Friend ſo worthy of eſteem as Selucus, and I 
was very deſirous to ſee him, that J might juſtiſie my 
ſelfin his opinion,and to beg the continuance of a Friend- 
— which I can no longer hope for from thoſe of his 
arty. Te | 
Ideen thought, (replied Selucut) that it could have 
been out of Inconſtancy, that the brave A, ſaces had 
forſaken us, and J have found courage and gratitude 
enough in you for a Service of ſmall importance, to 
believe they muſt be weighty conſiderations, that muſt 
have induced you to become our Enemy: Yet can 1 not 
hear it without trouble, nor (if I may fo ſay to you 
without reſentment, They had ſome other diſcourſe 
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of the like Nature, whilſt Oroondates ſaluting Perdica: 


Office he had done him, when he found him wound 
by the hand of Arſaces; then both he andi Ar ſaces de- 
clared the cauſe that had moved them to deſire this con- 


ference, the firſt letting them know, he was Artaxerxes, 
the Son of Darius, demanding- the Liberty of the- 


Princeſſes his Siſters, who were unworthily held pri- 


foners in Babylon, and had ſuffered extremities, even 


on the very brink of Death; the latter required his 
Miſtreſs might have freedom granted her to retire 
Whither ſhe ſhould 5 Perdicas was ſtartled at 

this, but recovering himſelf, and recalling to mind 
the Wounds 4rraxerxes had given him, and the ſhame 


Oroondates had made him ſuffer, when at the Head of 


his Army he had thrown him to the Ground, and con- 
fidering thoſe two Princes, one as his Rival, and the 


other as his Enemy, with a very great confidence, he 


broke filence in this manner: 


I am very glad, (ſaid he) to know Perſons,with whom 


I had Encounters of no ſmall moment, and with whom 
I ſhall not fear the like again, though Fortune ſecond- 

ed them in the former. I have been wounded by your 
hand Artaxerxes, and by that occaſion which made 
us fight, you know Stratira is alive, but ſhe is not a- 
live for Oroondates, though the good Office he did me, 
. were ſufficient to counterballance what he hath done 


againſt vj 1 although what 4-/aces has done for 


us, might be able to make me forget the Wounds he 
gave me, yet neither of them ought to hope for that 
from me, which I would not part with for all the Em- 
pires of the World, nor doth any rule of generoſity 


oblige me, to give that to my Enemy and my Rival, 


which I would refuſe tomy deareſt Friends, But thou 
ſhalt, (replied impatient Oroondates) thou ſhalt either 
give Statira to that Enemy, and that Rival, or that 


fe which thou haſt been already like to looſe by the 


hand of either of us. I expect nothing from thee, and 
if I did ſo far abaſe my ſelf as to entreat thee, know 
thou only oweſt that forcing of my inclination, to the 

er, that Artaxerxes hath with me, If 1 were not 


yith held by the promiſe I have given him, perhaps thou 


ſnoaldſt never return into thy Camp, to boaſt of the 
_ 2 > 8”: advan; 


made himſelf known to him, and told him the good 


4a oo ft 


<< ww fc .@ a©w 838 2. a. co cc. e 


Part IV, EY of Caſſandra. 208 


advantage thou haſt over me, and thou ſhouldſt quick- 
ly know, that if Statira be not alive for Oroondates, 
le never ſhall be ſo for Perdicas. | | 
Think not, (replied Perdicas putting his hand on 
the hilt of his Sword) that thy threats can terrifie me 
or that 1 will take advantage by the promiſe thou haft 
iven thy Friend. Iwill defend Statira both againſt thy 
Perſon, and againſt thy Forces; ſhe is in my power, 
ſhe is in Babylon with her Siſter, and that which! have 
hitherto kept ſecret, for other conſiderations than 
thine, ſhall now be publiſhed to all the World, that 
you may thereby bethe more incenſed to execute what 
you have threatned. 3 | 
Oroondates ſuffered himſelf, (at theſe haughty words) 
to be tranſported with anger, and no doubt had he not 
been ſtayed by Artaxerxes, he would have decided the 
Quarrel with Perdicas, but he conſidering Selucus as 
a Man to whom he was obliged, deſired to ſhun all 


| ccaſions of drawing his Sword 6 on him; yet turn- 


ing to Perdicasilt is eaſter (ſaid Arſaces) for ſuch a Per- 
fon as Oroondates, to execute than to threaten ; but I 
ſhould have hope that Selucus, (continued he, turning to- 
wards him) would have uſed fume endeavours to draw 
Perdicas to more vertuous thoughts. If l had not hitherto 
(replied Selucus) known a great deal of Vertue in 
Perdicas, and a great deal of Juſtice and Integrity in 
all his Actions, F would never have been his Friend; 
but I am ſo now in ſuch a high degree, that I ſerve him 
without arguing againſt his intentions, and without 


conſidering any other intereſt but his. Then I am dif- 


engaged, (ſaid Arſaces briskly) of part of that I am 
indebted to you, 1 acquit you of all, (anſwered Se- 
lucus) and ſince you are an Enemy to Perdicas, I can- 
not look upon you as any other than my Enemy. 1 
will not be fo far your Enemy (reptied the Prince of 
Perſia) but 1 will ever remember 1 am highly obliged 
toyou, and ſhall always put a difference between you 
and the reſt of your Party. | | 

| They had ſaid a great deal more, if Oroondates who! 


could not any longer endure the fight of Perdicas 5 


without breaking forth into a rage, had not haſtened 
their ſeparation : Let us be gone, Brother, (ſaid he) 


aud let us ſtay op longer with theſe Enemies with 


whom 


206 The Hiſtory Part IV. 


whom we maſt henceforth converſe no otherwiſe than 


with our Swords. Farewel Perdicas, (continued he, 


looking on him with an Eye that ſparkled with fury) 
defend Statira ſince thou haſt undertaken it, but know 


the day draws near; that thou ſhalt reſtore her to me, 


and thy Life with her. He faid no more but pulling Ar- 
faces by the Arm, made him without any other {alute 
turn from his Enemies, whom he deft with very threat- 
ning words and actions; yet in the midſt of all his anger, 
he carried away no ſmall ſatisfaction, in having learne 


from the Mouth of Perdicas, that his Priticels was in 


Babylon. 32 

The two Princes being returned to their Camp, made 
a report to all the Commanders, (who flowed to their 
Tent in expeRation of it) how they had ſped in their 
Parley, and that now Arguments failed, their only re- 
dreſs lay in their Swords. They all of them generouſſy 
promiſed their utmoſt aſſiſtance, and without further 
delay they prepared every thing in a readineſs to give 
Battle, whilſt the Ladies, who had heard of it, trembled 
for fear of the loſs of their Husbands, or thoſe Friends 
who were dear to them, who muſt unavoidably expoſe 
themſelves to great hazards in an encounter, where ſo 
many valiant Men were to contend for glory, and for 


Victory on either ſide. The dreadful day no ſooner ap-. 


peared, in which the Generals of both Armies had a- 
greed to ſhow their Courage, and Martial Glory in 


the Field, e're after by many moving Orations the 
Soldiers had been animated to do their utmoſt, that 
they might acquit themſelves like valiant Men, and 


they teſtified by their loud Acclamations, what cou- 
ragious reſolutions thoſe words had inſpired them with; 


but after the Armies had confronted each other for a 


time, the ſignal of Battle was given on either fide, 


when they ruſhed together with ſuch an impetuous 


fury, as can hardly be imagined, The great Ar/aces 
on the one part, and the valiant Selucus on the other 
5 1 the Fight, and the foremoſt Ranks after they 
had exchanged Clouds of Arrows, cloſed at a nearer 


diſtance, and drawing their Swords, fell immediately to 


handy ſtroaks. Their valiant Leaders who equally fought 
for glory, where danger was greateſt, and who knew, 


not one another, by reaſon they had changed __ 1 
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Armour, ran fiercely to the charge, and having broke 
their Javelins upon their Shields, they ſhocked each o- 
ther with an incredible violence. Arſaces was ſhaken 
in his Seat, and Selucus was like to have tumbled 
from bis, but recover ing they encountred furiouſly with 
their Swords, however the thronging troop ruſhing 
between them, they were parted ; yet A-r/aces did 
wonders hewing a paſſage where ever he turned, whilſt 
Oroonda tes on the other hand, ſearching for Perdicas 
in all places, making a terrible ſlaughter as he ranged 
through the Troops of his Enemies, found him encom- 
paſſed with a great number of bis Friends, who fought 
valiantly to defend him; yet many of them being ſlain, 
he made his way to his Rival, and a furious Combate 


happened between them, when the misfortune fell to 


Perdicas, who received two great Wounds, that 
tumbled him from his Horſe, and there the Prince of 
Scythia had put an end to his Love for Statira with 
his Life, had not his Friends ruſhed between, and many 
. _ ſacrificed their own Lives for the preſervation 
G 9 at TY 
The Amazonian Queen encouraging her valiant Wo- 
men, did wonders in the Battle, ſlaying many brave 
Commanders, yet ruſhing too far among the Enemies 
Troops, and her Helmet falling off, ſhe in all likeli- 
hood had been (lain, if a valiant Stranger had not co- 
vered her with his Shield, and done wondrous Acts of 
à couragious Warriour in her defence, till the great 
Arſaces came to that part, and together with him 
brought him out of that danger, when ranging thro” 
the Battle, and putting the Argira/pides (that had 
been accounted -invincible) to the rout, Victory that 
had remained doubtful now plainly declared on his 
file. The Plain was covered with Blood and dead Bo- 
dies, and the Enemy fell into diforder and rout on all 
parts,the ſlaughter being very terrible and cruel, when 
Arſuces going to ſeek Oroondates, to congratulate his 
Victory, found the valiant Selucus fighting on Foot, 
very much wounded, and encompaſſed by whole Troops, 
Whoſe Swords had undoubtedly given him Death, in 
ſpite of all the reſiſtance he made, had not the gene- 
tous Prince of Perſia made the Fight to ceaſe on that 
part, and diſcovering himſelf to Selucus: V —_ Se- 
| HCUS 
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lucus, (ſaid he) you ſhall not die, nor ſhall you be 
overcome; Arſaces will repay part of what he owes 
and DUE he were not obliged to you for his 
ife, he with all generous Men owes this to your Vir. 
Tune . | 8 1 | | 
Selucus knowing him, would no longer diſpute his 
Life or Liberty, but preſenting his Sword : I yield 
(aid he) without ſhame to the great Arſaces, with this 
belief, that if he had not ceaſed to be my Friend, ] 
ſhould not have been conquered. 4rſaces was going 
to reply, but ſeeing his Blood flow fo faſt, and he be- 
ginning to faint, after he had embraced him a while, 
to keep him from falling, he ordered his Men to car- 
ry him to his own Tent, and uſe him in all reſpects, as 
himſelf. After this he found out Oroondates, ſtayi 
the fury of the Soldiers, ſaving much Blood that Would 
now have been ſhed to no advantage, ſeeing the Victory 
was entirely gained, and in this charitable Act he join. 
ed with him, and gave many leave to eſcape to Babylon, 
when having taken care of the wounded Men, the Army 
returned V ictorious to the : Camp they had left that 


. 
* 
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Hough this Victory cauſed great Joy in the Camp, 
amongſt the Soldiers, who had ſhared the Rich 
Spoils; the Princes could not but moderate ir a- 
mongſt themſelves, conſidering how dear it had coſt, by 
ſo great an Effuſion of Blood, as Crimſon'd the Waters of 
the Euphrates, and made it run bluſhing to the Ocean: Yet 
the Princeſſes, in the ſafe return of thoſe that were dear 
to them, found a marvellous Conſolation; and Bernice 
could not forbear to expreſs the Contentments that had 
brim'd her Soul upon the fight of Arſaces, who had bur a few 
gut Wounds, notwithſtanding the great Dangers that he 
had been expoſed to in the Fight: Nor was it lefs-for that 
of her Brother's Safety, ſhe gave them Teſtimonies of it, 
which till that rime ſhe had forborn in publick; by which 
they not only perceived her great Love, but the Fears ſhe 
had been expoſed to in their Abſence : She attended on 
them whilſt their Wounds were drefling, and made it her 
buſineſs to viſit them, and enquire after their Health, till 
ſhe ſaw they were recoyered ; and amongſt rhe Wounded 
in the Field of Battel, were found Leonatus and Nearchus, 
of rhe adverſe Party, who with others were raken care of 
with as much Tenderneſs and Reſpect, as if they had been 
the neareſt Friends of oyr Generous Princes; which Uſage 
e eee 
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lucus, (ſaid he) you ſhall not die, nor ſhall you be 
overcome ; Arſaces will repay part of what he owes 

on, and Do he were not obliged to you for his 
Life: he with all generous Men owes this to your Vir 
tue otra 


Selucus knowing him, would no longer diſpute his 
Life or Liberty, but preſenting his Sword: I yield 
(aid he) without ſhame to the great Ar/aces, with this 
belief, that if he had not ceaſed to be my Friend, ] 
ſhould not have been conquered. Arſaces was going 
to reply, but ſeeing his Blood flow ſo faſt, and he be- 
ginning to faint, after he had embraced him a while, 
to keep him from falling, he ordered his Men to car- 
ry him to his own Tent, and uſe him in all reſpects, as 
himſelf. After this he found out Oroondates, ſtaying 
the fury of the Soldiers, ſaving mach Blood that mould 
now have been ſhed to no advantage, ſeeing the Victory 


was entirely gained, and in this charitable Act he join 


ed with him, and gave many leave to eſcape to Babylon, 
when having taken care of the wounded Men, the Army 


returned V iQorious to the · Camp they had left that | 


Morning, . | 


The End of the Sixth Book, and of the Fourth 
| Part of Caſſandss 
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r FHough this Victory cauſed great Joy in the Camp, 
amongſt the Soldiers, who had ſhared the Rich 
Spoils; the Princes could nor but moderate it a- 

mongſt themſelves, conſidering how dear it had coſt, by 


ſo great an Effuſion of Blood, as Crimſon'd the Waters of 


the Euphrates, and made it run bluſhing to the Ocean: Yet 


the Princeſſes, in the ſafe return of thoſe that were dear 


to them, found a marvellous Conſolation; and Bernice 
could not forbear to expreſs the Contentments that had 
brim'd her Soul upon the ſight of Arſaces, who had but a few 
Mghr Wounds, notwithſtanding the great Dangers that he 
had been expoſed to in the Fight: Nor was it lefs for that 
of her Brother's Safety, ſhe gave them Teſtimonies of it, 
which till that time ſhe had forborn in publick; by which 


they nor only perceived her great Love, but the Fears ſhe 


had been expoſed to in their Abſence : She attended on 
them whilſt their Wounds were drefling, and made it her 
buſineſs to viſit them, and enquire after their Health, till 
ſhe ſaw they were recovered; and amongſt the Wounded 
in the Field of Battel, were found Leonatus and Nearchus, 
of the adverſe Party, who with others were taken care of 
with as much Tenderneſs and Reſpect, as if they had been 
the neareſt Friends of oyr Generous Princes; which Ulage 


#4 : . parted Agis, took bur little notice of all the obliging things 
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begot in them a high Eſteem. of their Vertues; and Order: 
was given for the decent Burial of the Slain on both ſides, 
who received Funeral Hononrs according to the Rank they 
had held. And above all, great Care was taken of Selucus, 
whoſe Wounds were very dangerous : the Princes often 
viſited him with very obliging Words of Conſolation, which 
he received with ſo much Reſpect, and ſuch grateful Ac. 
Eknowledgments, as made them hope they might ſoon gain 
thar Valiant Man to be of their Parry, if he recovered the 
Danger he was in. But abore all, Queen Tholeſtris was 
extreamly concerned to know who that Gallant Stranger- 
was, 'that had crowded berween her and Death in the Bar. 
tel, When ſhe was in ſuch imminent danger of looſing her 
Life. But having ſent to make ſtrict Enquiry throughout 
the Camp, and neither being able to learn who he was, 
nor to hear that any one had boaſted of it, calling for- 
mer things to mind, and how ſhe had before been delivered 
in the greateſt Perils, ſhe verily concluded him to be none 
but her Orontes, who took fuch Care of her in places 
where he knew her Ardor would carry her on, to the 
hazard of 'a Life, in the Preſervation of which he could 
not hut be much concerned, notwithſtanding what of An- 
ger and Reſentment of late had paſſed between them. 
This Conſideration being firmly fixed in her generous Mind, 
it moved her to pity the deplorable Condition, wherein (by 
his groſs Miſunderſtanding, and the Stains he groundleſly 
caſt upon her Vertue) her Jaſt Words and His own Shame 
had reduced him to, ſo that ſhe began to have more favou- 4 
table Thoughts of a Man ſhe once loved ſo dearly, than anc 
for ſome time paſt ſhe had been able to bring her haughty 
Mind to conceive for him. 2 | 
Whilſt theſe things paſs d in the Camp, Demetrius, whole pe 
new Affection to the- fair Princeſs Deidamia work d fo 


ſtrongly on his- generous Soul, that it had quite eraſed her 
the Image of his deceaſed Hermione, made him omir no 4 


opportunity to expreſs his Paſſion in the kindeſt and 
tendereſt words he was capable of uttering: Bur ſhe, as 
much prepoſſeſſed with the Remembrance of her dear de- 


he did, to make her know how much he was tranſporte 
with the Love of ſo Beautiful an Object; yet having in 
the laſt Battel received ſome Wounds that * him in 
Bed, ſhe could not but in Gratitude pay him a Viſit. He 
no ſooner ſaw her enter his, Chamber, bur it infinitely 42 
| | OY VIVES: 
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vived his drooping Spirits; nor, if ſhe had minded it, could 
he have failed to have read an ardent Paſſion in his Coun- 
tenance; the ſight of which might have ſpared him a part 
of the Care he owed to the Declaration of his Love: 
However, looking on this as a moſt favoutable Oppor- 
tunity, he reſolved to make a more ſenſible Progreſs in it, 
when fixing his Eyes all Ianguiſhing on her charming Face; 
mat could I have done, Madam, (ſaid he) or what ſhall 
I be ever able to do whilſt I live, that may merit ſo great 
a Favour as this you do me ? I ſhould not be worthy of it, 
though I had ſpent my whole Life in your Service: And the 
are I may have in our Victom, is yet leſs Glorious than the 
Wounds I have received, to which I owe the Honour of this 
Viſit. All the World (replied Deidamia) owe to your Quality, 
and to your Vertue, that Reſpect which I now pay you ; a 
I, above all others, am particularly obliged to your Civilities, 
and to the Protectiun which you, and thoſe of your Party, 
by your Example, and for your ſake, have given to an af 
flited Princeſs. The Prince, overjoyd ar theſe curreous 
Expreſſions, went on by degrees, till ar laſt he plainly let 
her underſtand the violent Paſſion he had for her; and that 
without her condeſcending Goodneſs, to extend a favoura- 
ble Compaſſion ro his Sufferings, he muſt unavoidably re- 
main the moſt Unhappy and the moſt Miſerable of all Men 
lving. And ending his Diſcourſe, with Tears flowing from 
his Eyes, ſhe was greatly abaſhed : and giving tome Tears 
to the remembrance of her deceaſed Lover, 8 
Ah, my dear Agis, (ſaid ſhe, ſighing with a moſt tender 
and paſſionate Action) If you were neceſſitated to receive 
this Offence, ſhould it not rather have. been from any other, 
than from Prince Demetrius Her Tears interrupred. her 
Speech for ſome few moments; and in the mean, time, 
making Reflections upon what he had ſaid, it wakened 
her Grief again, but without any Reſentment againſt De- 
metrius, That young Prince was ſo worthy of Affection, 
and by all his Actions had diſpoſed her already to ſo ma- 
ny Acknowledgments, and to ſo much Good Will towards 
him, that if ſhe could then have been capable of a ſecond 
e of Love, ſhe would, no doubt, have received 
it ſooner in favour of him, than any other Perſon in the 
World: So that, though, ſhe was firm on the Reſolution of 
keeping her ſelf wholly, to rhe Remembrance of her dear 
Apis, yet did the ſuffer. this Declaration of Love, without 


going beyond the Bounds of that ſweer Moderation that was 
= e Rnatural. 
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natural to her; and turning her Eyes upon him, with an 
Air that appeared more ſorrowful than diſpleaſed, Let yy Ml * 
ſtill weep together, Demetrius, ( ſaid ſhe) let us weep as we 
have done hitherto; or if you think you have ſhed Tear; 
enough for your beloved Hermione, ſuffer my Grief and my 
AﬀeFtion to have larger Limits than yours: I owe ſo much 
to my deareſt Agis, that your Example would not be ſufficient 
zo juſtifie the Change you propeſe to me; and though I di. 
approve not yours, I am nt now in a Condition to imitate 
it; your Perſon wx as conſiderable to me, and as dear as yy 
can in reaſon deſire ; I am neither Ingrateful to your good 
Offices, nor blind to your excellent Qualities : And the diſ. 
pleaſure you now have done 'me, hath not blotted out of ny 
Mind the value I have, and that J ever will have of you; 
but however, counſel me not to do any unworthy thing, if yu 
conclude me worthy of your Eſteem. | | 

As ſhe ended theſe words, ſhe roſe from her Chair, and 
took leave of rhe. afflicted Prince, who knew nor in wha 
fence to take them; he doubred a long time what Jude. 
ment he ſhould make of his Fortune, and believed he found 
himſelf utterly rejected, by her Declaration in favour of 
the Memory of Agis: But at laſt he concluded, that at 
the firſt declaring of his Paſſion, he could nor expe 1 
more favourable one ro himſelf; and that, though the 
Princeſs ſhould have real Inclinations for him, that went 
beyond Eſteem and Good Will, yer ſhe owed ſome re- 
ſiſtance ro the Memory of Agu, and even to Modeſty i 
felf ; which made him hope, that by the continuance of 
his Services he might ſhake her Reſolution: and with what 
Fears ſoever he was aſſaulted, he could nor repent his ha. 
ving broke through thoſe firſt Difficulties. 

Whilſt the Paſſionate young Prince was thus thoughtful, 
Oroondates and Arſaces, whoſe Wounds received in the Bat 
tel were but flight, went to the Tent where Seleucus was 
lodged ; and after having ſaluted him in a very obliging 
way, they fell into Diſcourſe about their Affairs, and Se 
teucus generouſly proteſted to them, that he knew nothin} 
of Statira's being alive, and in the Hands of Perdicas ; bit 
had believed the common Report of hers and her Siſters 
Deſtiny, till rhe late interview, when Perdicas deck. 
red they were alive and in Babylon. After our depat- 
ture (continued he) I made ſome complaint of the lin 

© Confidence he had in me, and demanded a Confirmano! 
of ſo important a Matter; upon which, after he had offen 
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part V. ef Caflandra, 5 
' embraced me, and turned away my Reſentments, asking 
me Pardon for hiding that from me, which he believed he 
could not ſo ſoon declare to any Body in the World; he 
* plainly told me at large all that Paſſage touching thoſe. - 
; Princeſſes, ſince the Death of Alexander, profeſſing that he 
had been in Love with the Queen during the Life of the 
King her Husband; yet he then concealed an Affection 
that might be dangerous, though it could nor be profita- 
ble to him. But after the King's Death, he ſaved thoſe 
precious Lives that cruel Roxana had deſtined to De- 
ſtruction, whilſt that ambitious Woman was deceived by 
the ſight of two Slaves that were murthered and thrown 
into the Well, which cauſed the Report to ſpread every 
* where of the Princeſſes Deaths, and which Roxana yer 
believes, notwithſtanding your Declaration; againſt whoſe 
Malice he is, however, reſolved to defend them, if their 
being alive ſhould come to her knowledge, nor only with 
* all the Authority he hath, which is very great in the City, 
but even with his Life: Nor is his Brother's Paſſion leſs 
for Pariſatis, ſo that they were ſerved with all imaginable 
Reſpect; and nothing but their Liberty is wanting; which, 
* when I perſwaded Perdicas, for the fake of Vertue and 
Honour, to reſtore them, he plainly told me, though not 
* without trouble, which he expreſſed to me in very paſſio- 
nate terms, That without certain Death to himſelf he 
could not think of delivering the Queen, or of loofing his 
* Pretenſiuns : Inſomuch that I thought in Civility I could 
* preſs him no further; nor do I believe he, being ſo paſ- 
* fionarely in Love, will reſtore them till the laſt Extremity; 
though neither he nor his Brother, with all their reſpectful 
Services and Solicitations, have found the leaſt hope of 


Encouragement; but on the contrary, all along met with 


Averſion and Diſdain. | 
The two Princes received a great deal of Conſolation 


by this Diſcourſe, and gave Seleucus Thanks for his freedom, 


with Words full of Acknowledgment and Affection; and 
afrerward told him, He was at liberty; that it was only to 
do him ſervice they detained him among them; and when 
his Health would ſuffer him, if he would no longer con- 
tinue with them, care ſhould be taken to convey him ſafe- 


ly to Babylon. Seleucus, who never was behind with any in 


Generofity, after he had made an Acknowledgment of this 
noble Offer; IJ will not abuſe your Goodnels, (ſaid he) 


nor will I accopr of the Liberty you offer me, bur upon 


1 
- 
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343 * ſuch 
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[ ſuch Conditions as ſhall nor be diſadvantagious to you a [ 
will try Perdicas's Friendſhip, by a Proof of a very great 


Importance: And fince Leonatus and Nearchus, who are 


wo of the moſt conſiderable Men of his Party, are your 
* Priſoners, we will, for our Ranſom, and that of many 


* Thouſand Men in your Power, demand of him the Li. 


* berty of che Princeſſes; and if he has any Verrue, or any 
* Friendſhip to us, he will overcome his Paſſion to com- 
* ply with his Duty; bur if his Intereſts have more power 
over him, than his Conſideration of us, we ſhall be diſ- 
* renſed withal for that we owe to him, and ſhall no 


© longer be engaged by a Friendſhip which he ſhall have 


*- unworrhily neglected. 


Oroondates could not forbear to embrace Seleucus at theſe 


Words; Ah Generous Seleucus (ſaid he) how worthy of 


you are theſe Thoughts; and how infinitely are we ob- 
* liged ro you for Intentions that are ſo advantagious to 
* us. Ir ſhall nor be for the Price of your Liberty that 
* we will demand the Princeſſes, fince you are free al- 
ready, and may command amongſt us; but if Perdicas 
© at your requeſt will give them in exchange for all the 
* reſt, how many Misfortunes will he avoid? And how 
highly ſhall we be indebred to you? After theſe, and 
many other kind Expreſſions on cither fide, rhe Princes 
retire to give Seleucus the freer Repoſe, concluding a long 
Diſcourſe might be hurtful to him in the Condition he was 
in; nor delayed they to make uſe of the advantage they 
had gained by their Victory, in ſending our Parries, and 
ſtrongly poſting them to hinder the Excurſions of thoſe in 
the Ciry ; and ſome Bridges were laid over the River, to 
hinder their Communication with the Town, that yet held 


for them; and all things were diſpoſing towards a formal 


Siege of a Place, then the greateſt and the ſtrongeſt in the 
World: However, ro hinder this the Beſieged often ſallied, 
and much Blood was ſhed in thoſe Skirmiſhes and En- 
counters, and many Galant Men breathed our their lateſt 
Breath on thoſe fatal Places. | 8 
Whilſt chele things were doing a Spy was diſcoyered 
in the Camp, and being ſeized by ſome of rhe Guards; 
they ſoon found he was a cunning witty Fellow, fir for 
ſuch an Undertaking, and by his Subrilties laboured to 
geceiie them, that he might eſcape; whereupon they re- 
foived to bring him before the Princes, to ſee if he was 
n to any of them; which made him to tremble, and 


entreat 
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entreat them to kill him, rather than carry him to their 
Tent; yet they forced him thither: And Oroondates no 
ſooner caſt his Eyes on his Face, but he thought he knew 


cried out, Ab, Sir, this is treacherous Arbates: At the Name 
of that Wretch, whoſe Perfidiouſneſs had deſtroyed his 
Fortune, and, who alone had plunged him into a bottom- 
lels Sea of Miſeries, a Chilneſs ran through all Oroondates's 
Veins, and his Countenance was ſo changed, that all the 
Company obſerved the grear diſturbance of his Mind ; and 
after this Shivering and Paleneſs, followed an exrraordina 
Colour, which his Anger had cauſed; and not able, in theſe 
firſt motions, to maſter his juſt Indignation, or to keep him- 
ſelf within the bounds of his ufnal Moderation; Du hade 
brought him me, O you righteous Gods! (cryed he) Nu have 
delivered into my Hands the cruel Tormentor of my Days: Thus 
' trayterous Servant, who ſacrificed his Maſter to ſo many pain- 
ful Deaths ; this Monſter, by whom T ſuffer, and by whom I have 
ſuffered the whole weight of my Afflictions. | | 
He made a ſtop ar theſe firſt Words, and not being ſuf- 
ficiently able to expreſs himſelf in the impetuouſneſs of his 
Fury, he fixed his Eyes, ſparkling with Rage, upon the 
Face of that perfidious Wretch ; who, in a mortal Terror 
and Confuſion, kept his fixed on the Ground, with an 
Action fully prepared for that Death, which in his own 
Conſcience he knew he had but too well deſerved : Thou 
ey ſhalt die, (purſued the furious Prince ) thou ſhalt die in moſt 


id exquiſite Torments ; and theugh thy Death cannot reſtore me 
in what thou haſt robbed me of, nor make the leaſt return, in the 
0 ſmalleſt degree, of thoſe infinite Miſeries thou haſt made me 
d endure ; I will at leaſt give that ſati faction to my Grief, 
il WM and to my Love, to ſacrifice the curſed Inſtrument of all my 
le Misfortunes, and the true Cauſe of the Death of ſo many Theu- 


, ſand \ Perſons... | | 
From. theſe Words the tranſported Prince fell into the 
remembrance of that Happinels Arbatess Treachery had 
taken from him; and that Reflection touched him ſo deep- 
d ly, that all the Company ſaw his Face bathed in Tears, 
| and were ſuch Partakers in his Grief, that they ſeemed bur 
little different from him, either in the Sadneis that ap- 
peared in his Countenance, or in their Reſentments againſt 
the diſloyal Arbates: His Treachery was well known to 
hem, and they all judged him - worthy of the moſt rigorous 
1 orments that could be invented. Till then Oroondates had 
CCC continuęq 
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him; he was not long in this doubt ere Araxis and Toxaris 
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contimied in the Thoughts of an ordinary Man; and not 


being able, in thoſe firſt motions, to diveſt himſelf of 
what he had from Humane Nature, he had left himſelf 
be carried away to Inclinations that were not uureaſon. 
able; but preſently after, from meer Man, he came back 
again to Oroondates, all whoſe Thoughts had nothing com. 
mon with thoſe of other Men, when they had power to 
work at liberty; and looking on trembling Arbates, with 
a Scorn that a few minutes before had Anger in it, he 
judged that the Revenge he could take upon him was 
unworthy of himſelf, and that it was againſt more No- 
ble Enemies than a vile Servant, thar he ought to pour 
forth. his Indignation : Wherefore, putting on a milder 
Countenance, he turned towards thoſe that brought him, 
Hoy did you not kill ths Traytor (ſaid he) ſo ſoon as you 
diſcovered him to be an Enemy, inſtead of bringing him 
hither 2 Did you not know the ſight of Princes is favoura- 
ble to Criminals > When looking on Arbates, who at theſe 


laſt Words began to re- ſertle his Fears; Live, diſloyal Wretch, 


(ſaid he) live, ſince thou art unworthy of the Death that. J 
could give thee ; and, without doubt, thou art deſtined to ſome 
more ignominious end: Live, but go live among# our Ene- 


nies, and tell Roxana and Caſſander, I envy them not the 


ſervice of ſuch a Man, fit for none but ſuch a Miſtreſs and ſuch 
4 Maſter. 1 EO 

With theſe Words he turned away his Eyes, and not 
being able ro behold him longer withour trouble, com- 
manded him our of his fight, and ordered he ſhould be 
conveyed out of the Camp, leſt Death ſhould befall him 
in the way by the revenging Swords of ſome of his Ser- 
vants : Bur Ptolomeus and Lyſimachus entreated the Prince, 
chat for this great Mercy extended, he might return ſome 
ſmall ſatisfaction in giving them an account of Roxana's 
proceeding, fince Toxaris and Loncates eſcaped out of their 
cruel Hands, which might not be unuſeful ro their Affairs: 
The Prince, to oblige ſuch dear Friends, conſented ; but 
could nor, without trouble, ftay the hearing him himſelf; 


and when they had ſtrictly charged him to ſpeak nothing 


bur Truth, he began his Relation on this manner. 
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A RB ATES being now aſſured of a Life he gave for loſt a 


few moments before, aſſumed a Confidence mixed with 


ſome diſſembling Sorrew for his many Crimes committed, | 


to the prejudice of ſo vertuous a Prince as Oroondates; 
The Gods are my Witneſſes ( ſaid he) that TI uſed all the power 
I had with the Queen to diſſwade her from thoſe cruel Reſolu- 
tions ſhe had for the deſtruction of Toxaris and Loncares, who 
no doubt have already given you an account of what they heard 
and ſuffered, as well as what I fatisfied them in, by the Re- 
lation I made them of Roxana's and Caſſander's Affairs; 
which foall make me the more lightly paſs thoſe things over, 
leſt I ſhould be over-tedious to you. She no ſooner heard 


thoſe two innocent Perſons had eſcaped the Hands of the 


cruel Inſtruments of het Revenge, but ſhe was 'exceeding- 
ly troubled ar ir; and concluding Prince Oroondates was 
in this Country, ſhe called me into her Chamber, and 
there being no other preſent; * Arbates, ( ſaid ſhe} all 
things go contrary to my deſires ; and the Gods, whom 


* the Folly of my Love have exaſperated againſt me, will 
not ſuffer them to be ſatisfied ; bur either I am the moſt 


* deceived of all Women-kind, or cruel Oroondates is in theſe 


parts: Let him hide himſelf, and ler that ingrateful Man. 


be inſenſible of my Love, or rather ler him perſiſt 10 
hate me, as he hath done hitherto: I ar laſt have this 


* advantage, that in flying me, he flies his Fortune, and 


that he ſhall never enjoy that Happineſs, for which he 


| * difdains that I have offered him; he ſhall not make him- 


* ſelf Paſtime with my Rival, ro deride the mean-ſpirited 
Affection of Roxana; and though I am miſerable, I ſhall 
not have the diſcontent to ſee her triumph over my Mile- 
* ries, who harh been the cauſe of them: yer I cannot di- 
* avow, but that I ſtill have thoſe Inclinations that have 
* wrought me ſo much trouble; and I mean ro employ all 
the Aﬀections thou haſt ro my Service, in ſeeking ſome 
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ſome reſentment, that he continued to perſecute her with 


*(faid ſhe) and to keep fair with him when he enquires 


mean time, that you never receive any other Letter or 
_ © Meſſage from him to me; and let him know, that I have 


Day Caſſander met me, and began to enquire how the 


ter has made me be like to have been baniſhed for ever 


and hath ſolemnly proteſted, that the next Employment 


© the place where cruel Oroondates xeſides; and after ſuch 
a Service, there is no recompence that will not be be. 
* ftowed on thee. And believing I ſhould not injure the 
Prince of Scythia in ſuch a Service, and verily concluding 
Statira was no more in the World, T readily undertook 
ir. as hoping the great Power and Fortune of Roxana 
might rather turn to his advantage than hurt, if he com. 
plied with her deſires: yer fearing Caſſander's Anger (who 
continued to be paſſionately in Love with her) if this under. 
taking ſhould be diſcovered; I repreſented my Thoughts 
of this kind ro her, and made her know how often he had 
importuned me with Threats and Promiſes to preſent his 
Letters, but that, fearing to offend her, I had ſhunned that 
Office all I was able. | | 
The Queen appeared much trcubled ar this, and ſhewed 
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his Love, which ſhe had ſo often rejected with ſcorn and 
diſdain ; and when I told her a Letter he had forced upon 
me to deliver had been torn by me, as not daring to diſ- 
pleafe her in preſenting it; You did very well, Arbates, 


© after the ſucceſs of your Negoriation, you may tell him 
© I tore ir my ſelf. That inſolent Man (continued ſhe) 
© raiſes my Anger to the extremity ; and if in the preſent 
condition of my Affairs I had no need of him, I would 
< 'give him ſuch proofs of it as ſhould cool him, perhaps, 
“for all the remainder of his Life. Take care, in the 


* exprefly forbidden it. I promiſed to do as ſhe command- 
ed me, with a deſign to follow her Orders: But that very 


Queen received his Letter; Sir, (ſaid I) my defire to 
* ſerve you hath perhaps ruined my Fortune, and your Let- 


© from ſerving the Queen. She tore it without reading it, 


© I undertake of that nature, ſhe will cauſe me to be Ex- 
* emplarily puniſhed. Caſſander, who by many other En- 
counters, had been made ro know the Queen's Diſplea- 
fure, eaſily. gave credit to what I ſaid; yet he fell into 
a violent Paſſion, both againſt Modeſty, and againſt che 
— err. are 5 
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that amongſt 
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|  *The Queen is to blame (ſaid he) to. drire a Man into 
© Deſpair, who, as her Affairs now ſtand, is not unuſeful 


* to her, and who, with the Peril of his Life, againſt 4 


greater number of Enemies, contributed much in ſet- 
* Jing her in the a ſhe now holds: Tell her, Arbates, 

all Alexander's Succeſſors, ſhe ſhall find 
none more powerful in Europe nor in Aſia, than the Son 


© of Antipaterz and amongſt all Men living, a more faith- * 


ful and paſſionate Servant, than Caſſander. I prayed him 
to excuſe me, that I could not undertake that Meſſage, 
alledging the Queen's abſolute Command to the con- 
trary, and the fear I was in to be undone if I dil- 
obeyed her. : EIU 2 | - 
This kind of Uſage from the Queen was not able to 


repulſe him, and ſeeing himſelf in a condition not to fear 


her power, as he had done in Alexanders Lifeime, he 


was no longer careful to hide his Paſſion, as he had been 
before, and govern'd his Actions with ſo little diſcretion, 


Roxana s averſion to him was bur redoubled thereby: bur 
being ſhe was cunning and politick, ſhe partly difſembled. 
it, or at leaſt through the neceſſity of her Affairs ſuffered 
it without taking revenge of what, in another ſeaſon, ſhe 
would have reſented in another manner: yet, ever when 
he went about to open his Mouth, to trouble her with 
his deteſted Love, ſhe anſwered with nothing bur ſevere 


Checks and Reproofs, hoping they might free her from 


bis Importunities for the time to come, but her Expecta. 
tions were fruitleſs. | E947 ice} ow 

Whilſt theſe and ſome other matters of leſſer moment 
pany about the time you ſent your Manifeſtos, I took 
leave of the Queen, and went in ſearch of Prince Oroon- 
dates; and, I confeſs, I employed all my care to ſee if I 
could learn any 'News of him. About chat time Prince Ar- 
taxerxes was in Babylon, and though. I perfectly knew him, 
and had the means to advance my ſelf very much by diſ- 
covering him, yet, as wicked as I am, the veneration I 
have for the illuſtrious. Blocd of Darius ſurmounted all 


other Conſiderations: Nor would J do ir when I faw him 


in the Court of Scythia, under the Name of A-ſaces, at the 
time my ſearch of Prince Oroondates called me thither; 


for though I was perfid ious, in doing my Maſter ill Offices 
in his Love, yet would not I be ſo notorious a Villain, as 
to fell the Blood of my lawful Prince, and deliver him up 


- o 


that his Love to her remained unknown to no Body, and 


— 
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to his Enemies, who had ſo 2 an intereſt in his Ruin, 
chat they would never have ſpared him. I returned from 
my ſearch, without being able to make any diſcovery; 
when the City was in much confuſion, for the great loſs 
in the laſt bloody Bartel ; for of a Hundred "Thouſand 
Men, who went into the Field, not Twenty Thouſand 
returned, and many of them grievouſly wounded. This 


Loſs cauſed unuſual Cries and Lamentations in Babylon, - 


and fo diſmayed the Inhabirants, as if they had ſeen the 
Enemy within their Gates; though the Commanders, whoſe 
Courages could nor ſo ſoon fink under a Misfortune of 
this nature, applied themſelves to give neceſſary Orders for 
manning the Ourworks and Fortifying the Wall. 

Lou may eaſily gueſs, my Lords, at Roxana's Sorrow by 
her Intereft ; it was ſo violent, that for the remainder of 
that Day ſhe was not capable of liſtening to any thing that 
was faid to comfort her; and the Phyficians, who had 
care of her Health, rold her bur in vain, that being ſo far 
gone with Child, inch exceſſive Grief would do her a very 
tenfible Injury. Her Diſquiets were augmented by the 
News ſhe heard that Day, That Prince Oroondates, who 
was ſo dear to her remembrance, was amongſt her Ene- 
mies, and that he had led the Battel, and that it was to his 
Valour and prudent Conduct, that the Victory was chiefly 
owing. She alſo heard, that Artaxeræes, the Son of Da- 
7ius, who had been dead ſo many Years in the Opinion 
of the World, was alive, and fought for her Enemies 
* againſt her Intereſt, who, under the Name of Arſaces, had 
gained himſelf ſo high a Reputation. Theſe things con- 
curring as it were in one great Misfortune, infinitely trou- 
bled her; but the moſt ſenſible of all was, that ſne ound 
the contempr and hatred of Prince Oroondates, whom ſhe 
: had ſo much croſſed in his Love ro Statira, continued to- 
- wards her: And though ſhe conceived the Princeſs dead, 
yet now there was one of the Family of Darius, more 

werful than they, riſen up ro diſpute with her that 
Dominion ſhe held in the Perſian Empire. Nor was it 
long ere Perdicas let her know, that the Princeſſes were 
alive by his means, and in what manner he had fruſtrated 
her cruel Intentions ro ſhed the moſt illuſtrious Blood in 
the World : Theſe all together gave her terrible Diſcon- 
tentments. When looking on Perdicas, with an angry Eye, 
"Have you then (ſaid ſhe) deceived a Princeſs that truſted no 
body but your ſelf, and that put al! ber Intereſts into Jour 
r 1 
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Hands ſo freely. I have deceived you ( replied he) in 
© this, as I ſhould have deceived all the Sovereign Pow- 
© ers on Earth; and though this Action ſtands not in 
© need of any Juſtification, know, ro the end that you 


may be berter ſatisfied, That to the Intereſt of my Ho- 


* nour, and to that of Alexander's Memory, I alſo joyn 
© thar of my Love, which alone was able to overturn all 


my Reſolutions. - I love, Madam, fince it is no longer 


© neceſſary to diſavow it, I love Queen Statira, and for that 
© Love, inſtead of attempting againſt her Life, I would 
* have given my own. She hath no Enemies againſt 
* whom I would not have defended her ar the Price of 
my Blood; and I have done a great deal more to con- 
* tent you, than I ought to have done, ſince I put her in 
© fear of Death; ſince I kept her concealed to avoid your 
* Anger, though ſhe were all manner of ways the greateſt 
* Princeſs in the World; and fince I cauſed her to lay 
* afide the Name of Statira, peculiar to the Royal Fami- 
© ly of Peryfia, to take up that of Caſſandra again: She 
is now in Babylon, and if my reſpect to you has hither- 
to obliged me to conceal from you, both her being alive, 
and the place of her abode, I think I may reaſonably 
* enough declare them ro you, ſeeing Artaxerxes 1s alive, 
© and with our Enemies; and out of the Belief I have, 
that the many Misfortunes that have befallen Statira 


may appeaſe you, and out of a hope that you will have 
ſome regard to the Love of Perdicas, who hath impli- 


citly tied himſelf ro run your Fortune, and who hath 
© endeayoured to comply with you, even to the prejudice 


of his Honour. 


Roxana was ſo much troubled at this Diſcourſe, thar 


for a time ſhe was not able to utter a word; yet e- 


covering a little, I ſhould never have believed (ſaid ihe} 
that Perdicas could fo craftily have deluded me, whe 
would have depended on him, for whatſoever was moiſt 
precious to me: I am not trouhſed that Statira and Pa- 


*© riſatis are alive; there were other Motives than the Am- 


bition of Rule made me defire their Dearhs, and in this 
< extremity I will not ſpare to make known thar Which 


< may juſtife my Crimes, as well as you alledge the 


A 


© cauſe of your ſubril Artifice : I will, not tell you [ 


will employ all the power I have to deſtroy thole you 


© have faved to the falſifying of your word, and char 
© perhaps I any potent enough in the Hearts of the Mace- 


* donians, 
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© donians to do it, though you ſhould undertake to protect 


© them: it is not our of Inclination that J am led ro Cry. 
© elty, and I confider you more than you conſider me. 
©. 'The Love that you bear to Sratira may in part juſtifie 
what you have done: Bur I can tell you, you ſhall pro. 
© fir little by her being alive; and what you have done 
in her preſervation, is not for your ſelf; it is for Oroon. 


© dates Prince of Scythia, the moſt dreadful of all your - 


Enemies, that you have ſo cunningly plotted ; and Sta. 
© tira is ſo totally his, even before ſhe was Alexander's, 
© that nothing but Death can rake her from him; you 
have that puiſſant Rival at our Gates, and you ſhall 
© have him to fight withal without, and her conſtancy to 
© aſſault within our Walls: It is by them, without doubt, 


that I fhall be revenged of you, and 1 ſhall ſee you 


< repent the Service you have done for this moſt erue! 
Enemy. | 


This Threatning of the Queen's made Perdicas look pale, 


bur quickly recovering himſelf; I do not doubt ( ſaid 


he) bur that Queen Statira is prepoſſeſſed with ſome. 


powerful Inclination, which makes her ſo much diſdain my 
Affections: Nor am I ignorant but that the Prince you 
ſpeak of is a valiant and terrible Enemy; I have alread 

tried his Force in two fer Battels, and have had a Di- 
courſe with him, that has ſufficienly made me underſtand 
his Intentions; but neither the knowledge of Statira's En- 
gagement can repulſe me, nor is that of my Rival's power 
able to affright me: I ſhould have ſatisfied him before 
now, if I could have feared his Sufferings ; but if in che 
open Field he ſaw me not afraid to encounter him, he 


ſnall not make me tremble behind Walls that are ſtrong 


enough to reſiſt the greateſt Army in the World; and 
though Fortune ſhould favonr him againſt me, he ſhall 
ſee me periſh in the Reſolution I have raken, and defend 
that to the lateſt moment of my Life, which I have too 
lawfully acquired to deliver it up whilſt I am alive. 
The Queen was thorougly vexed ar theſe words, and 


| going away, We ſhall ſee { ſaid ſhe) how you will behave 


2 ſelf, and I will alſo conſider how to behave my 
elf in this new Face of my Affairs. And her Anger 
afterwards ſo much exceeded the Bounds of any Mode- 
ration, that having ſtrengthened her party ſne reſolved to 


take away the Life of Statira by force, if ſhe ſhould be 


oppoſed in it by Perdicas; and to compaſs her Intend- 
_—_ ments, 


appointed them, and. a Hovſhold ſettled, with what Ser- 
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ments, one Day ſhe required my Advice, when having 
laboured ro avert ſo great a Miſchief, yer ſeeing her re- 
ſolutely bent upon it, I to change her Determinations, as 
knowing her great Love to Prince Oroondates, perſwaded 
her with ſo many powerful Reaſons, to ſtrike in her In- 
tereſt with Perdicas, that he might marry Queen Statira, 
and thereby utterly defeating the hopes of the Prince of 
geythia in Statira, ſhe with leſs difficulty might not only 
gain him to her ſelf, bur alſo keep Perdicas her faſt 
Friend, which by the Cruelty ſhe intended ſhe would ur- 
rerly looſe, and make him her mortal Enemy. The 
Queen gave ear to this attentively, and found ſo much 
reaſon and ſo much likelihood in it, that after having 
ſtruggled a while with. her Reſentments againſt Perdicas 
for deluding her, ſhe reſolved to follow my advice; and 
when, by very obliging words, ſhe had reſtified how much 
ſhe approved ir, ſhe determined all ſhe could ro joyn Sa- 
tira with him, and ſo to take away all Prince Oroondaress 
Prerenfions to her; and by this means, I, in all probabi- 
lity, ſaved Queen Statiras Life, in diverting Roxana from 
the deſign ſhe had ro ſeek the Death of her Rival. 
The next Day I was ſent by Queen Roxana, to aſſure 
Perdicas from her, that how great Intereſt ſoever ſhe had 
in the Death of the Princeſſes of Perſia, ſhe had made 
her Reſentments give way to his Advantage, and would 
not thwart his Inclination, nor prefer the Security the 
found in- their Deſtruction, before rhe Contenrment and 
Repoſe of a Prince, ro whom ſhe owed the better part of 
her own, and from whom, in regard of the Obligation ſhe 
had to him, ſhe would never diſunite her ſelf. Perdicas 
received this Complement of the Queens with a great deal 
of Civiliry ; and after I had protefted ro him from her, 
that inftead of doing him harm, ſhe would favour hs 
Paſſion as much as poſſibly ſhe could: Dear Arbares, { Had 
ſhe) you may tell the Queen, ſince ſhe hath ſo generouſly com- 
quered her Reſentments in favour of me, there is no Conſide- 
ration in the World that can ſeparate me from her ſeraice, 
and that I will ſpend my Blood to the laſt drop for ber Quanrel, 
with more paſſion than for my own. | | 
He ſent me back with this Anſwer ; and preſently afrer, 
being vifired by Alceras, he gave him thoſe Orders he de- 
fired to have obſerved for the ſervice of the Princeſſes; 
and from that Day they had a very ſplendid Appartment 


Yants 


| 
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vants they could defire for their attendance ; and nothing 


bur Liberty was refuſed them; the Paſſage being for- 
bidden by a great number of Soldiers, who keep guard 
there. They have Sentinels under their Windows; and 
when they walk in the Garden to take the Air, they are 
attended by Guards at a diftance, but ſo as they ſeem 
rather to do them Honour, than to detain them as Pri. 
ſoners. Perdicas did not reſolve to uſe them on this fa. 
ſhion, without being well aſſured, that all the Forces in 
Babylon were at his and Roxana's Devotion; and that 
thoſe in whom the love of their Princeſſes might ſtir up 
a deſire to give them Liberty, or a ſorrow for their Cap- 


tivity, were too weak in the City to dare to ſhew them- 


ſelves, or to undertake any thing againſt his Authority. 
In the mean while Ca ander, notwithſtanding the many 
Repulſes he had received, continued to perſecute Roxana 
with his Love, now bearing himſelf higher upon the loſs 
the had received by the late Barrel, as concluding ſhe ſtood 
in more need of his Service; but his Entertainment was 
much the ſame as before it had been, which was to be 
treated with Scorn and Diſdain; yet he gave it not over. 
Nor did Perdicas fare any better, when he addreſſed him- 


ſelf to Stat ira, to tell her what he had done in her favour, 


and of the Diſcourſe he had had with Queen Roxana, in 


relation to her Affairs; for when ſne had hearkened to him 


with ſome Imparience, ſhe very ſharply replied, 
© Think not ( faid ſhe) Perdicas, that I find any Altera- 
tion in my Condition, either by this new Order you have 


taken in ſertling my Houſe, or by that Safety you pro- 
© miſe me from Roxana, ſince my laſt loſs : I have ſo little 


© care for this Stare you cauſe me to be ſerved with, or 
© for this Life you aſſure me of, that I can find but a very 
© mean Conſolation in either; unleſs you will add the re. 


© ſtoring me to that Liberty you have ſo unworthily robbed 
© me of, and which you have hitherto refuſed me. Hitherto 
that Affection you pretend to bear me has diſcoyered it 


© ſelf by very diſobliging Signs, and that Oroondates, you 


| 1 have ſo often reproached me with, and who fights in my 
© Quarrel, has exprefſed his Affection to me very contrary 


to yours, and by Actions, which, without doubt, may 


equal him with any of Alexander's Succeſſors; yer did 1 


© ſhun his fight before and fince the Death of the King 


my Husband ; and if by that ſacred Memory I have con- 
© quered the Inclinarion I have for him whilſt T liye, and 
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the remembrance of the many Obligations 1 have to him, 
judge what you ought to hope for from me: You, fot 
© whom I have no Inclination, and ro whom I am not ar 
all obliged : in brief, the Widow bf Alexander ſhall nei- 
© ther be for Oroondates nor for Perdicas ; bur if ſhe were 
' ro, be for any body, ſhe ſhould be for Oroondates, not 
© only rather than Perdicas, but rather than all the reſt of 
Mankind, though rhe Gods ſhould raiſe up another a 
' thouſand times more great than Alexander, Then I hope, 
(anſwered Perdicas briskly) if you are not for me, you 2 
aut be for Oroondares; I will defend you againſt him with 
Furces that ſhall not be inferiour to his; and if the Gods have 
ſo decreed, that hy Genius muſt be above mine, he ſhall ne- 
wer open his paſſage to you, till he has laid me dead under 
our Walls, | 
_ Whilſt Perdicas thus diſcourſed with the Queen, Alcetas, 
who came with him, had much the like with Pariſarr, 
and her Anſwers were bur little different, which in the 
cloſe made them depart, bur very ill ſatisfied ; yet hoping 
for more favourable Receptions, they bore themſelves up 
with expectation of a change in their Princeſſes Minds ro 
their advantage: And Perdicas paying a viſit ro Roxana in 
her Garden, after ſome other diſcourſe, having required an 
Oath of Secrecy of him, which he freely made her, ſhe 
told him, though nor wirhour bluſhing, all her Love ro 
Orcondates, from the beginning of it, in ſuch a moving and 
paſſionate way, that he could not but piry her; and in 
tine, they both agreed ro joyn their Power and their In- 
tereſt ro aſſiſt each other in their Paſſions, that by Per- 
dich s gaining Sratira in Marriage, ſhe might no longer 
ſtand in competition with her, as a Rival in Oroondates, 
They ſaid a great many things on this Subject, till the 
over- officious Caſſander OY thither, interrupted them, 
and broke off that Diſcourſe, of which he had over- 
heard a part by liſtning behind the Arbour, where he 
lar unſeen by them; and in ir, from Roxana s own Mouth, 
underſtood ſhe was in love with Oroondates, This ſo ſen- 
bbly afflicted him, thar laying aſide all Reſpect, he broke 
forth into ſuch violent Reproaches and Accuſations, thar 
the Queen unexpectedly finding her Love difcovered, was 
lo greatly abaſhed, that for a time ſhe could neither find 
words to juſtifie her felf, or ro return any Anſwer to 
his Invectives: Bur ar laſt, looking confidently upon him, 
and reſolving to ler him know, 4 her Reſentments were 
3 no 


no leſs than his; Your Indiſcretion (ſaid ſhe) hath been 
c 15 as it deſerves to be; and 5 N90 had not been 
© fo bold, as to hearken to my ſecret, ilcourſes, you had 
© nor. learned the Truth, at Which you appear to be fo 
* angry: Whether you love, or loye not, you are he, who, 
of all Men living, hath the leaſt Intereſt in ir, The 


* 
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thy the Affection of the greateſt Princeſs on Earth; 
and you deſerve the averſion of all the World: You 
cannot make any Compariſon with him, without do- 
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ceaſe to love him, I ſhould alſo ceaſe to hate and de- 
pile you. 1s 1 Il 
© You will ceaſe to love him (replied furious Caſſan- 


der) © when he ſhall ceaſe to live; and the deſign you 
have now made in his favour, ſhall not hinder. me from 


carrying Death to him in the midſt of his Army. If 
© you can uſe Poiſon for that purpoſe, (anſwered the 
Queen, extreamly vext) © I do not doubt bur you may 
© effect it; but I am ſure you never can revenge your 
| © ſelf of him by open War; and you are nor 7 igno- 
© rant of his Force, as to dare attempt it in the Field: 
© There would need a whole Squadron of ſuch Men as 
© Caſſander to kill Prince Oroondates; nor do I think you 
have ſo much Courage, but that you tremble even 
© ar his very Name, though you are within the ſhelter 
* of our Walls. Caſſander was ſo tranſported at theſe 
offenſive Words, that without doubt he was going to 
reply in terms that would have driven the Qneen. to 
Extremities, had not Perdicas hindered. him, and carried 
him away from her preſence almoſt by force ; nor could 
the Queen, after this unlucky Ad venture, ſettle her felt 
for the whole Day; though Perdicas, who came back 
as ſoon as he got Caſſander out of the Garden, labour- 
ed to pacifie her, and diſſipated the Confuſion ſhe was in 


for the knowledge Caſſander had unluckily got of {0 


important a Secret, by repreſenting to her, that ſhe could 
not hope for any ſatisfaction in that buſineſs, without 
giving further knowledge of it to the World; and tho 
Caſſander had not learned it by that means, he could 
nor have been much longer ignorant of it. 


The 
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Scythian Prince, whom perhaps you, ſo much deſpiſe, 
and have ſpoken of him with much contempr, is wor- 


ing him a ſenfible Injury ; nor believe, though I ſhould 
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The Morning ſucceeding a reſtleſs Night, ſhe ſent for 
me into her Cloſer, where I found Perdicas with her: 
they both propoſed the buſineſs they deſired I ſhould 
ſerve them in; and when I freely offered to undertake it; 
they inſtructed me punctually in my Commiſſion ; and 
the Queen very earneſtly commanded. me rd learn ſome- 
thing of Prince Oroondates : And that very Day I came 
out of the Town in this diſguiſe, and took a private 
view of your Ourworks ſtrength, and the manner of 
your keeping Watch; for Perdicas in a little time de- 

. figned 10 ſally with all his Forces, and ſurprize you in 
ud your Camp, if his Fortune would fo favour him: and 
le- then, being mindful of whar the Queen had particularly 
* given me in charge, I ſought means to fee Prince Oroon- 
n- dates, without being ſeen by him, or any of his that 
ou could diſcover me; or at leaſt to learn ſomething, that 
m [might relate to the Queen: But my prying about raiſed 
If a ſuſpicion in thoſe that obſerved it; whereupon I was 
he taken as a Spy, and brought to this place, where I could 
ay expect no leſs than the greareſt of Puniſhments for my 
ur many Crimes, if my Deſtiny had not depended upon 
10- the greateſt and moſt generous Prince that ever was in 
d: the World. n | 

as Arbates made an end of his Relation, and fixing his 
ou Eyes on the Earth, expected that Pardon chat had been 
en Wl granred him, and which was again confirmed to him; 
ter when, at the Command of Prolomeus, he was cbliged to 
eſe give them an account of what ftrength their Enemies 
to were preparing againſt them, which he did ſuccinctly: 
to and the reſt of rhe Princes were deſirous to ask him 
ed WW -foe other Queſtions; but perceiving Oroondates could no 
d longer endure his preſence, they diſpenſed with that De- 


eli WI fire, apd he was fent with a Guard our of the Camp, 


in Tze end of the Firſt Book: 
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| O ſooner was treacherous Arbates diſmiſſed, and 

the Prince of Scythia reſettled from thoſe Trou- 
bles the ſight of that Man had cauſed in him, but all the 
Princes went together to fee Seleucus and his Companions, 
and ſoon made Prolomeus and him forget their former Ani 
moſities, and turn their ancient Hatred into Love and a 
generous Friendſhip, to their great Contentment and Satis- 
faction: Inſomuch that theſe two gallant Men often em. 
bracing each other with many tender Expreſſions of a firm 
Reconciliation, all their Differences and Reſentments vs. 
niſhed ; when, after ſome Conſultations, it was agreed, that 
Seleucus, in his own Name, and in the Names of thoſe 
that had been taken Priſoners in the late Barre}, ſhould 
write to Perdicas and Roxana about their exchange, 3 
himſelf had generouſly propoſed; and accordingly having 
written a Letter to all their ſatisfaction, they | ſent it by 
Cleonimus, with verbal Inſtructions how further he ſhould 
manage this weighty affair: And whilſt they were en. 
pecting a return, the Princeſs Barſina arrived in the Camp, 
and was received by Oroondates with all the tender Ex 
preſſions of a generous Grarirude, both for the good Office 
the had done him with Seatira, and the Care ſhe had taken 
of him, when his Wounds, received in a Batre] he fouglt 
againſt Alexander, and his Sickneſs, made her affiſtance 
fo neceſſary to him. And that Princeſs was no ways be. 
hind him in an Expreſſion of Joy ſhe had to (ee him in 
fafery ; which was redoubled, when he informed her, that 


not on:y Sratira and Pariſatis were yer alive, but tha 


Prince Art uxcræes was in the Tent, She no ſooner * 
| > Ir abolt 
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Widow of the valiant Memnon, 
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about her, and ſaw him, bur ſhe run to him, who open- 
ed his Arms to receive her, and embraced him with Tears 
of foy:-- ©: 1 * | | 

A Lord, {ſaid ſhe) is it poſſible that Barſina ſhould 
© be ſo happy as to receive this favour from her revived 
prince, and of a Prince to whoſe ſuppoſed Death ſhe has 
© given ſo many Tears? Artaxerxes, who dearly loved, 
and particularly eſteemed that verruons Lady, appeared 
very ſenſible of her Affection, by all the figns he could 
expreſs of his; I was alive, dear Couſin, ( anſwered he) 
© whilſt yon ſuppoſed me dead, as peradventure I oughr 
* to have been: bur if my Life has ſomething of ſhame 
in it, after the Death of my Friends, behold my excuſe, 
and pardon my being alive, by confidering for whom I 
* have lived. He ſaid theſe words, ſhewing ker the Prin- 
ceſs Bernice, whom Oroondætes was bringing towards her, 
and who being informed of the Vertues of that Princeſs, 
and of the good Offices ſhe had done her Brother, ran to 
her with a ſpirit full of Acknowledgment and Eſteem; Bar- 
ſma received that Teſtimony in very obliging Terms. And 
theſe two beautiful Princeſſes, from that moment, entred 


into fo firm a Friendſhip as laſted during their Lives. The 
reſt of the Ladies having ſaluted Barſina in their turns, 
Prince Oxyartes payed her reſpects with a different motion 


of Mind from all the reſt; and they obſerved in this En- 
counter a very ſtrange Alteration in that Prince's Counte- 


| nance, which made them believe he was either indiſpoſed, 


or had a particular Intereſt in the arrival of that illuſtricus 
And after ſhe had told 
them the ſeveral Difficulties ſhe had mer withal, which 

againſt her mind had ſo long delayed her coming to 
them, they fell into other pleaſing Diſcourſes, which were 
interrupted by the return ef Clconimus from Babylon. 
Oroondates and i ſim achus no ſooner beheld him approach- 
ing the Tent, but they run out to meet him with much 
impatience, and coming near him, Nell, Cleonimus (cry d 
the Prince of Scythia) will they reſtore us our Princeſſes ? 
Sir, (anſwered he) they will not be ſo eafily obtained; ner 
can I hope they will return into your Hands, without more Ef 
fuſion of Blood, Then it ſhall be ſo, ( replied impatient Li. 
machys) and indeed we have not yet ſhed enough fer the re- 
paration of the Offences that have been committed againſt 
them. I believed (ſaid Oroondates) that ſs great a Happi- 
neſs could not be purchaſed at ſo cheap 4 rate; and that 
e 3 N rhefe 
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thoſe wicked Men were too guilty, and too much hated of the 


Gods, to put any other period to their Crimes, than that uf 


their Lives. They ſaid many other things, as the vio- 


lence of their Paſſions dictated, and then defired Cleoni. 


mus to give them ſome particulars of the return to his 
Commitſion, when he expreſſed himſelf in this manner. 
II had ((aid he) eafie acceſs to Perdicas, and Alcetas 
© his Brother, when they underſtood the cauſe of my com. 
© ing ; and the very Name of Seleucus made them uſe me 
© with a yery great Reſpect : But no ſooner had they read 
the Letter, bur I perceived by the ſudden Alteration of 
© their Countenances they had no Inclination ro grant 


© what was requeſted. They kept filence a while, and 


looking one upon the other, in the end Perdicas broke 
filence, * Ah, Seleucus, (cryed he) I ſhould never have 
© expected this uſage from you: and if it be true, that 
you are the beſt of my Friends, my Life ſhould have 
been dearer to you than it is; you are certain, that 
$ wirhour loſing ir, I cannot abandon Statira; and I had 
© rruſted you ſufficiently with my Paſſion, ro let you 
t know the Injuſtice of what you demand of me. Alce- 
tas ſpake ſomerhing almoſt to the ſame effect; and after 
they had walked a turn or two, without ſpeaking, Perdi. 
cas, with a troubled Action, ſaid, Why ſhould our Friends 
© reduce us to the neceſſity of a refuſal, which they could 
not bur foreſee ; and if they deſired ſome very difficult 
proof of our Friendſhip, why did they not ask our 
£ Blood, and ſpare demanding what is far more precious 
© to us? Do they believe their Friendſhip ought to carry 
it above our Paſſion, and that we can fortake Statira 
and Pariſatis, becauſe we are Friends to Seleucus and 
Leonatus? Ah, without doubt, if they had loved us, 
they would have ſought for any other Accommodation 
with our Enemies, than this cruel Exchange, to which 
we cannot conſent. ä ; TY 
After theſe words, they talked very low, as not to be 
heard by me; and then ordering me to retire into their 
anti-Chamber, they ſoon brought me their Anſwer to Se. 
leucus, Leonatus and Nearchus their demands in writing, 
and putting the Letter into my Hand, Go, ſaid Perdica, 
and tell Seleucus that T will reſtore him his liberty by 
© other means than thoſe he propoſes to me; and that it 
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is rather by killing his Enemies, than by doing them 


* ſervice, that I muſt deliver him our of their 1 * 
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ſo great a Generoſity in their Enemies, making them for- 
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That is not the eaſieſt way to obtain it, (replied I) and 
if they have no, other means to gain it, they are in dan- 
© ger to continue Priſoners a long time. They returned 
no anſwer, bur preſently gave order I ſhould be ſafely 
conveyed beyond their Gakrorts and thereupon I came 
to deliver you the Anſwer they returned with this 
Later... i | | „ 

The Letter was long, and much to the ſame purpoſe 
as that which Perdicas and Alcetas had ſaid; and no 
ſooner the rwo Princes had read it, with Reſentments 
full of Indignation, bur they ſent ir to Seleucus and his 
Companions, that they might ſee how they were re- 
garded by thoſe they had eſteemed their deareſt Friends; 
and ſoon after went rhemſelyes to Seleucuss Tenr, where 
they found him and the reſt full of Reſentments againſt 
the Ingratitude of Perdicas and Alcetas ; and after they 


had ralked a while, the Princes again declared they were 


free, and at liberty to diſpoſe of themſelves as they plea- 
ſed, notwithſtanding the Ingratitude of Perdicas; and that 
they would recover their Princeſſes by other means, if 
the Gods vouchſafed to favour the Juſtice of their Arms. 
© This Magnanimity you practiſe towards us ( ſaid Seleu- 
c * ſhall nor perchance be leſs diſadvantageous to Per- 
© dicas, than the Ingratitude he hath ſhewed ; and my 
© Companions and I will nor abuſe ir, fo far as ro make 
* the Liberty you offer us more prejudicial to you than 
© our Impriſonment: I will rake thoſe Reſolutions I onghr 
© to take, when I ſhall be in a Condition to execute them. 
And though the Ingratefulneſs of my Friend cannot, ſo 
* ſuddenly make me paſs from an extream Friendſhip to 
* an extremity of Hatred, and to deſigns againſt him ; - 
* yer I proteſt to you, ar leaſt, that I never more will 
* fight for him againſt you. And to this his Companions 
aſſented; and all the ethers, to the number of Seven or 
Eight Thouſand, who were Priſoners, being made ſenſible, 
that their Friends neglected to ſet them at liberty, em- 
Princes had offered them; and 


get they ever had been ſuch, cauſed them to take Arms 
on their fide, promiſing to do all they could, in uſing 
their Intereſts with their Friends in the City, to force 
Perdica and Alcetas to complyance with what they fo 
unjuſtly refuſed. This greatly pleaſed the Princes, and 


made them no longer delay to make an aſſault on the 


T4 1 City, 
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City, dawing their Forces cloſer, and cauſing Bridges of 


Boats to be laid above and below it, over the Euphrate,, 
ro hinder which the Enemy made a ſally from rhe Town 
on the Water, with a great many Men in armed Boats: 
and the Princes, to ſhelter thoſe that wrought on the Bridges 
entered with almoſt an equal Number of Boats, ſo large, 
that each of them carried about fotty armed Men; and 
coming to grapple, ſuch a cruel Fight enſued, that the 
Waves of the River were ſoon diſcoloured with Blood, 
many were ſlain, and a great many being born over-board 
periſhed in the Water: And amongſt other gallant En. 
counters, Queen Thaleſtris grappled with Evander's Boat, 
and furiouſly charged him, giving him many Wounds, 
though he was ſtrong and valiant; which ſo enraged 
him, that reſolving to periſh rather than to be overcome, 
he cloſed with the Queen, and threw himſelf with her 
into the Water, which made them ſoon let go their hold; 
and though they ſunk together, they came up aſunder, at 
ſome diftance from one another : When Evander raiſing 
up his Head, and ſeeing his Enemy, ſwam towards her to 
finiſh the Combat; but in that the advantage was not 
equal, and Evander had it as much in the Water, as the 
Queen could have it by Land, as being expert in ſwim- 
ming; and ſhe altogether ignorant of that Skill, ſtruggled 
with the Waves, in which ſhe was likely ro be over. 
whelmed, though ſhe had had no other Enemy to contend 
with; ſhe had ſwallowed a great deal of Water, when 
cruel Evander coming up to her, plunged her again in the 
deep, and did ſo two or three times, when he ſaw her riſe 
again: Inſomuch that the poor Princeſs, inſtead of being 
able to reſiſt him, and deſpairing of any ſuccour, was at 
the point of being drowned ; when a Man, throwing him- 


ſelf from one of the Boats, holding a Dagger in his right 


Hand, ſwimming with a wonderful ſwiftneſs towards them, 
cryed, Stay, cruel Man; and then, ſeizing on: Evanderss 
Cask, pulled it off by main ſtrength, and ſtruck his Dag- 
ger ſo deep in his Throat, that his Life iſſued out ar the 
Wound with his Blood: the Stranger ſtayed not further 
to regard him, but ſeizing the Queen's Arm, who had 
quite loſt her Senſes, and to whom his help in a moment 
after would have been uſeleſs; he ſwam with her to a 
Boat that came ſomewhar near them, and by his Cries 
made it turn that way; when, by the e, al. 
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ſiſtance of thoſe in ir, he got the Queen out of the Wa- 
ter, and uſed thoſe means which made her caſt up a great 
part of the Water ſhe had ſwallowed, getting her as ſoon 
as poſſible to Shoar : He left her in the Hands of Hip- 


polita, and other faithful Women, that attended her, but 


not till he ſaw ſhe revived, and was in a ſtate of recovery; 
and then, without making himſelf known to any Body, he 


retired {6 ſuddenly, that they ſuppoſed he had vaniſhed 


from their ſight. 

Whilſt rheſe things happened, the Princes had gained 
an entire Victory over their Enemies; and Caſſander, who 
had commanded the greateſt part of thoſe armed Boats 
that came our of rhe Ports of Babylon, for all his former 
Boafts, very narrowly eſcaped a Death from the Sword 
of Oroondates, by his flight; ſo that now the Workmen 
had leaſure to finiſh the Bridges without Intertuption, 
being only guarded by a few armed Boats, left for their 
Protection. The Queen of the Amazones no ſooner was 
recovered, bur ſhe made a ſtrict Enquiry after the Man 
that had ſaved her Life in this great Extremity, and by 
the deſcription that was given of him, ſhe concluded ir 
was the ſame Perſon who had done the like in the Bartel 
ſhe lately fought in by Land, and cauſed him to be 
fearched for throughout the Camp; but all that ſhe could 
learn of him, was no more than that he had been ſeen 
to go out of the Camp haſtily, and mount a Horſe held 
by a Man without the Line, and with much ſpeed to 
croſs the Fields by a way that led to a vaſt Wood. The 
Queen, much troubled at this, and vexed in her Mind to 
be indebted to a Man ſo often for her Life, without being 
able to know who ir was, that ſhe might pay her grateful 
Acknowledgements to him for ſo exceflive a Kindneſs, in- 
ſtantly got on Horſe-back, without revealing her Inten- 
tions to any Body; and whilſt Hiypolita and others were 


buſied about their Affairs, ſhe got our of the Camp, and 


followed the Track, as the had been directed by thoſe 
that ſaw him haſten away towards the Wood, till ſhe came 


to the border of it; not without ſome ſuſpicion that it 


was her baniſhed Orontes, who had done her theſe Ser- 
vices, to add them to thoſe he had formerly done of the 
like nature: And whilſt ſhe was in this ſuſpicion, ſhe en- 
tered the Wood in a Humour very different from that ſhe 
had formerly ſought him in, debating with her ſelf fome- 
what in his favour, yet full of Irreſolutions, till ſhe came 
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into the moſt ſolitary part of it, very gloomy with the 
thade of exceeding tall Trees, that excluded the Sun. 
beams, and much overgrown with Bufhes and Brambles. 
when looking about her, ſhe eſpyd a Horſe of a 
ſtature, yer lean and rugged, careleſly feeding, with a 
War Saddle on his back; this made her conclude, the 
Maſter of him could nor be far diſtant from that Track, 
not doubring but ſhe was in a place where ſhe ſhould find 
what ſhe was ſeeking for; upon which ſhe found Beatings 
at her Heart, and inward Diſturbances, that preſaged ſome 
extraordinary Encounter; the Horſe hearing hers, lifted 
up his Head, neighed aloud at the ſight of him, taking 
2 little kind of Path in the Graſs, that appeared by its 
ſmalneſs ro have been rrodden bur by a few, and led her 
full of doubr, hope, fear, and confuſion, to a thicker ſhade 
than ſhe before had ſeen, where ſhe perceived, throngh 
certain Branches, a Cave ar the foor of a Rock, hidden 
in the moſt gloomy and deſart part of the Wood, and en- 
compaſſed with many Brambles and craggy Stones, which 
made the acceſs to it very difficult; and doubted not but 
it was the ſolitary retreat of him ſhe ſought, or at leaſt 
that of the Maſter of the Horſe, who ſtayed there, and 
would paſs no further. 
As ſoon as the Queen judged, that that doleful place, 
which ought only to have been the Den of Wild Beaſts, 
was at that time the dwelling of a Man, ſhe believed 
that either he muſt neceſſarily be in ſome ſtrange Mis- 
fortune, or dejected with ſome exceſlive Grief ; bur when 
from that thought ſhe paſſed to a belief, that ſolitary Man 
was her Orontes, ſhe fell into a ſenſe of pity, that quite 
mollified her, and made her receive thoſe firſt Marks of 
his Repentance for a full reparation ; Ah (ſaid ſhe to her 
: felf) F it were true, that the Remorſe of his Fault had re- 
duced Orontes to thi deplorable manner of Life, I ſhould be 
more obdurate than this Roch, under which he has choſen ta 
abide, if by theſe effects of his Repentance I ſhould not be 
Fully ſatisfied, She wavered then a few moments in the 
Reſolutions ſhe ſhould take; her reſentments againſt Orontes 
made her fear ro meet him in the Perſon of him ſhe ſought 
for, and the remainder of her Love made her to defire it ; 


but at laſt, coming ro a firm Reſolution, not to depart 


without trying that Adventure; ſhe tyed her Horſe to a 


Bough, and ſoftly entered that gloomy and diſconſolate 
Cave, and ſheltering her ſelf amongſt ſome Branches that 
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m in it, and the craggineſs of the Rack, ſhe ſaw 2 
Ei of black Armour hanging up, that ſhe could not but 


imagine ſhe had ſeen ſomewhere before; and caſting her 


Eyes about, ſhe ſaw two little Beds of Turfs and dryed 
Leaves, made up on the ſides with Oſiers, with ſome 
Roots and wild Fruits lying near them, which ſhe ſup- 
ſed was the Dier of thoſe chat inhabited this gloomy 
deceſs: but long ſhe had not to conſider ere ſhe ſaw iwrwo 
Men enter, ſhe inftantly knew them to be Orontes, and 
his faithful Laſcares : ſhe trembled at that ſight, though 
ſhe was almoſt prepared fcr it, and was not able to judge 
of a long time wherher ſhe ſhould be glad or forry for 
her Fortune: Tf ſhe had followed the motion of her Love, 
ſhe had run with open Arms to her dear Orontes, to aſſure 
bim of Pardon, before ſhe gave him time to ask it; and 
if ſhe had hearkened to her Reſentments, ſhe had gone to 
him with Reproaches : Bur at that time ſhe was miſtriſs 
of them both: and whether it were that her filence and 
unthoughtfulneſs was cauſed by her Afſtoniſhmenr, or by 
the defign of clearing her Knowledge further, that ſhe 
might regulate her Actions by the things the ſhould ſee 
and hear, ſhe kept her ſelf altogether without noiſe or 
motion. Bp. 85 f N | 
Orontes was no ſooner in his Cave, but in a diſconſo- 
late faſhion he rhrew himſelf upon his Bed of Leaves, 
rowling himſelf rwice or thrice with' a very diſturbed 
Action, whilſt Laſcares ſar down by the ſide of it; Oron- 
tes ſighed very grievouſly, when Laſcares, to give ſome 
Conſolation to his diſquieted Mind, breaking : ſilence, 
Sir, ( ſaid he) after having received thoſe favours of the 
Gods, which they have done you, you cannot, without 
incenſing them againſt you, perſevere in a Life ſo dif- 
* ferent from that of Men; and the Complacency I have 
* ſhewed to your Commands, ought to ceaſe now, by 
* the Reaſons I have to alledge againit them. So long as 
* your Offences were without reparation, and that you 


had reaſon to believe that the Queen was not ſatisfied, 


© I adhered in all things ro your will, though it brought 
* you to ſuch dangerous Extremities: and knowing the 
* nature of your- Love, I never wondered ar. rhe rhings 
© you do, after thoſe I have ſeen you do in former times: 
But now that by moſt particular, and as it were mira- 
5 culous Favours, the Gods have permitted you twice ro 
, give chat Princeſs her Life, whom you had — 
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© only by your Error, and that by ſo great and fo im. 
portant a reparation, you have undoubtedly appeaſed her 
Anger; why do you not now forſake this kind of Life 
which is unworthy of you, to go and receive a Pardon, 
* which you have ſo well deſerved, and which will eaſily 
© be granted you? Do you think the Queen is leſs ſen. 
© ble of ſuch Obligations, than ſhe was of Injuries ; and 
© thar, being prepoſſeſſed, as fhe is, with ſo powerful an 
© Inclination to yon, ſhe can behold you as him that 
© offended her by an exceſs of Jealouſie and Love, with. 
out beholding you as that Orithia, who was dear to 
| © her, as that Orontes, who has done her ſo many Services, 
© and as that Orontes, to whom, fince his laſt Misfortune, 
© ſhe is doubly indebted for her Life. | 
Laſcares argued after this manner, when Orontes, after 
many deep Sighs, ſaid ; © Oh, Laſcares, how blind does 
thy Affection to me make thee in my Affairs And 
© how little doſt thou know the preſent condition of my 
Fortune? Thou art no leſs deceived than I have been, 
© if thou believeſt my Crimes can be expiated by light 
© reparations; and that I may hope for Pardon from my 
Queen, becauſe I have done ſomething for her ſafety: 
© My Offences are above all Satisfactions; and that which 
' © Thaleſtris owes to her Honour, unworthily defam'd, 
© ought never ro ſuffer her to remember Orontes, but to 
© hate and deteſt him: Some ſmaller fault perhaps might 
have been eaſily repaired by the things I have done to 
© her; but after the Extremities I have flown into againſt 
her, though ſhe would pardon me, I could never pardon 
my ſelf, My Crimes are worthy of a thouſand Deaths; 
and I ſhould certainly have fought by Death ro have 
eaſed the Torments of my Conſcience, if I had not 
thought, that in the occaſions of War, wherein my Prin- 
ceſs expoſes her Life every Day to hazards, I might 
find ſome means to do her ſervice : I have been ſo hap- 
* py to effect whar I defired, by the Favour the Gods 
have granted me, and by the Care I had ro rye m 
* ſelf to her Conſervation, the only thing for which 
lived: Now that by theſe fortunate Encounters I am 
a little more at quiet, I ſhall die with leſs Affliction 
than if my Crimes had been the laſt Actions of my Life; 
and fince ſhe hath drawn all thoſe Services from it I 
could hope for, I ſhall give it up without trouble, 
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Hie ended theſe words with a Flood of Tears, accom- 


panied with many deep Sighs, when Laſcares was going 
ro reply : but the Queen, who had attentively liſtened — 
all he had ſaid, and ſeen his Words accompanied with 
ſuch ſorrowful Geſtures, as verily perſwaded her he was 


truly penitent, could no longer conceal her ſelf from his 


fight; and after having permitted ſome Tears to flow 


with violence, her conſtancy was utterly at an end, and 


coming haſtily out of her dark ſtation, * You ſhall not 
die, (cryed ſhe) you ſhall not die, my dear Or:thia ; 
© Thaleſtris pardons you, without dying; and Thraleſtris 
will not have your Death for the Separation of your 
« Faults; Orontes, quite befides himſelf at theſe 

at the tone of the Voice, and the fight of his Princeſs, 


ſtarted from his Bed, and ar ſuch an unexpected Adven- 


ture fell into ſo ſtrange an Aſtoniſnment, that his Soul 
loſt the greateſt part of irs Functions, and for a long time 
he was not in a condition to know what he ſhould be- 
lieye, or what reſolution he ſhould rake ; yer were his Eyes 
ſtedfaſtly fixed on the Queen, and finding in her Face 
that Beauty which was lively painted in his Heart, he 
threw himſelf at her Feet, whilft ſhe was endeayouring 
to ſuppreſs her Tears; and without daring to lift up his 
Eyes again to her Face, If you be ſome Goddeſs ſaid 
he) whom my ſorrowful Fortune has drawn from Hea- 
ven into this diſmal Habitatian, your pity is unworthil 
* beſtowed upon the moſt Criminal of all Men living ; 
* or if you are the divine Thaleſtris, ro whom I offered 


wy vg 


© my Adorations, whilſt I was leſs guilry, I now am al- 


together unworthy to behold you. 

The Queen, who had recovered her ſelf a little by the 
violence ſne had uſed, and who no longer wavered in the 
Reſolutions ſhe was to take, put forth her Hand to help 
him up; and looking on him with a Countenance quite 
appeaſed, I am Thaleſtris, ( ſaid ſhe) but Thaleſtris, who 
am leſs ſenfible of the Wrong you did me, than I aw of 
: Jour Services, and of the Marks of your laſt Repentance; 
© I ſought you heretofore to give you Death, which in my 
* Opirtion you had merited ; I ſeek you now to give you 
© Lite, which you have gained to your ſelf, by having 


I preſerved it; I live by your aſſiſtance, and you ſhall 
© live by my deſire, fince your Death would now be 


mine, and that you have but too much fatisfied me 
without dying. Theſe Words penetrated ſo far into 
Oronecs, 


** 


Orontes, and produced ſuch powerful and ſuch ſudden' ef. 
fects in him, that in a Happineſs ſo little expected, his 
exceſs of Joy was like to have done that in a momem, 
which his Grief had nor been able ro effect in many Years; 
when embracing/ her Knees, with Raprures and Tran- 
ſports of true Contentment, Ah ( ſaid be) you are my 
divine Thaleſt7is; I know you now by theſe miraculous 
< Marks of your Goodneſs ; and no- body but Thakſtri 
© could have made me paſs in an inſtant from the Grave 
< ro this ſupream Fellci tr. 
_ He would have ſaid a great deal more, but the Queen, 
willing ro draw him out of this diſmal place, and ont of 
the confuſion ſhe ſaw him in, I command you (ſaid ſhe) 
to leave this ſolitary abode, unworthy of you, and to ſeek 
© more delghtful company among the Princes, who eſteem 
you; and finally, I command you to take that place 
© again, which you hererofore poſſeſſed in my Aﬀection, 
act with it all thoſe hopes which you had loft, and to 


forget your faults, as I have forgiven and forgotten them. 
As ſhe ended thefe words, ſhe conſtrained him to riſe, and 


immediately ordered Laſcares to make ready their Horſes, 
which Office he performed with more Joy than he had 
done in many Years; and being all mounted, they rode 
our of the Wood by ways well known to Orontes : And 
whilft theſe happy reconciled Lovers were journeying to- 
wards the Camp, to cut ſhort the tediouſneſs of the way, 

the Queen demanded of him to tell her how he ſpent his 
 Tife fince his departure out of Cappadocia ; For it is not 
Juſt {ſaid the): that I ſhould be ignorant on what faſhion you 
have lived ſince you forſook'us. To this, with a great wil- 
lingneſs, Orontes replied, It is fir, Madam, fince you de- 
© fire it, and that you have already pardoned my faults, 
:© thar T fhould refreſh the Memory of them by a brief 


© Recital, which I ſhall give you in a few Words; and 


© will recount che particulars more at large, when you 
mall have more time and leaſure to hear them. 
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Nforrunarely for me, Madam, (continued Orontes) I was 
in Cappadocia, commanding your Army under the Name 


of Orithia, when Arethuſa, one of thoſe Women you moſt 


eſteemed, coming into my Tent very haftily, Madam ( faid 
ſhe. to me) I mean to be the firſt that ſhall tell you very 
pleaſing News, unleſs perhaps ſome others have prevented me. 
I gave. very, heedfal arrention to theſe firft words, and de- 
fired her ro proceed; We have hitherto been ignorant 
(purſued ſhe) about what deſign our Queen was gone 
* from Themiſcira in ſo gallant an Equipage, but I come 
© now from learning the truth of ir; and you ffiall know, 
that being obliged by our Eaws ro give us a Queen that 
© may ſucceed: after her Death, and nor being willing to 
* bring into the World a Daughter thar ſhould be unwor- 
thy of her, ſhe diſdained all her Neighbours to caſt her 
© Thoughts upon rhe greateſt Man in the World; and 
hearing that Alexander the Great was come near unto 
© Hyrcanaa, ſhe is gone to meet him, and there to demand 
© an Inheritrix of him to her Crown; which, according 
* to the greatneſs of the Father and Mother, cannor chuſe 
© bur be a marvellous Perſon. +3. Ra | 
Although J confeſs, I ought not to have given credit ſo 
lightly ro that report, yet I was ſo troubled at her Dif- 
courſe, that a deadly Paleneſs overſpread my Face, and I 
had much ado to keep my ſelf from fainting. She ſoom 
perceived it, though I ſtrove all I could to hide it from 


her, and preſently asked me the cauſe of that ſudden al- 


recatian : 1 find my ſelf a little indiſpoſed, (ſaid I) bar 
© let not that hinder you from telling me who told you 


* this News, and what certainty you have of it. Two 
Women of my intimate Acquaintance (continued the} 
© who arrived in the Camp, not above two: hours ſince, 


* afſured me of it, and it is a thing fo fully confirm'd 
in Themiſcira, that no Body doubts it. It is enough, 


| {anſwered 1) e bear as great a ſhare in your Conreat- 


ment 
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32 
© ment as is poſſible for me; bur I pray you, give me 
leave to rake a little reſt, Arethuſa, aſtoniſhed that I re. 
ceived theſe News ſo coldly, that had ſo much rejoyced all 
her Companions, went out of my Chamber, and only LA 
cares continued with me. I make you judge, Madam, if 
vou pleaſe, into what a cruel Eſtate I was reduced by that 
fatal Opinion; and fince that Remembrance is an Enemy 
ro me, I hope you will be pleaſed to diſpenſe with me, 
for repeating the Diſcourſes my Jealouſie made me utter; 
neither ſhould I be able to do it, without awakening your 
juft Indignation, nor without giving you new cauſes to 
condemn. my Ingratitude. 1 
I ̃ will only tell you then (continued Orontes) That I 
ſſed over the reſt of the Day in mortal Diſquiets; nor 
was that which ſucceeded it ſpent in the repoſe of a Mind 
chat no longer was capable of any: yet conſidering your 
Humour, according to the Knowledge I had of it, and 
the Promiſes you had given me, I thought it little agree. 
able with this unaccountable Change; and this it was 
that hindered me in the beginning from giving credit to 
that Report: Bur then reflecting, that you was a Woman 
young, loving and charming, I could not flatter my ſelf, 
dut by the Counſel that might be given you, and the 
Reputation of Alexander, you might be prevailed 
with to comply with the Cuſtom of your Country. How- 
ever, I reſiſted this cruel Belief, ſo fatal to my Repoſe, 
as much as ran I could ; and nor willing to fix it upon 
the bare Report of Arethuſa, I ſent Laſcares to Themiſcira, 
ro make a more ſtrict Enquiry ; and he brought me the 
News too much for my quiet, chat every Body there re- 
ted it aloud, with a Joy that was not common; and 


that you had ſent word by certain Women, that you were 


rerurning very well ſatisfied with the happy ſucceſs of 
your Voyage, and that you had obtained of Alexander 
wharſoever you had defired. 5 
The Queen could not chuſe but bluſh at this Diſcourſe, 
and interrupring Orontes, © Thoſe Women, who ſpread that 
© Rumour abroad, (ſaid ſhe) and were neither thoſe of 
© Qualiry, nor any that had acceſs near my Perſon, had 
© fome occaſion to take the Meſſage I ſent in the ſence 
yon received it: For indeed before my departure, ma- 
ny of my Women entreated me to give them an Heireſs 
* of that grear King, and bring back a Fruir which I could 
not fo nobly hope for from any other; yer I Bye. Pp 
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© heed to what they ſaid; yer ſhewed nor any Reſent- 
ment, becauſe of the Cuſtom of our Country: And this 
© jr was that gave them ſome ground to believe, that 1 
pad followed their advice; but after my return, they 
were quickly undeceived. I would to Heaven ( conti- 
nued Orontes ) I* had been ſo too, and that by my roo 
great a facility in perſwading my {ſelf of my Diſaſter, I 
had nor fallen into. thar cruel Error, which has made me 
undergo Troubles worſe than Death. The firſt Reſolution 
that Error produced in me, was to die by my own Hand; 
and I know not what Genius took part with Laſcares to 
divert me from that deſign, or at leaſt ro defer ir for a 
few Days; after which I fell into a quite different Inten- 
tion. I found nothing in my moſt bitter Invectives, that 
ſeemed not too mild for my Reſentments. I flew our ſo 
far as ro end my Life with yours, and that if you fell by 
my Hand, I would immediately have fallen upon my 
Sword; fo that your Murtherer ſhould not have out- 
lived you: Bur after many ſtrugglings with my ſelf, I 
at laſt reſolved to leave your Army, and ſpend the re- 
mainder of my Days ſo far from you, that you ſhould 
never more hear of Orontes in the World to trouble your 
repoſe ; hoping that either Grief, or the Wars I ſhould 
engage in, would ſoon pur a period to a Life that was 
only a burthen to me, and for which I had no regard, 
after T had loſt you for ever. In this Reſolution, I ſent 
you notice of my departure, and privately in the Night 
left your Army, only accompanied with Laſcares my faith- 
ful Servant. I ſoon got a great way from your Camp, 
and wandered as Fortune ſhould lead me, having no fixed 
ce of Retirement, And in Hyrcania I heard the ſame 
News of your Adventure with Alexander, as J had done 
before by a general Rumour ; but nor enquiring of any 
near that King, which might have removed my Error; 
this only ſerved to ſtrengthen it, and increaſe my Re- 
ſentments. I ſoon haſted from a place ſo fatal ro my 
Repoſe, and travell'd through many ftrange Countries, 
driven like Oreſtes by the Furies chat tormented my Mind 
inceſſantly, and made a cruel War againſt me. Nor did 
the change of Climares any thing change wy Diſcontents: 
And I muſt tell you, Madam, that only the Prayers and 
Tears of faithful Laſcares, whoſe unhappy Fortune, was 


made fo by mine, could alter the reſolves I had of dying, to 


put an end ar once to all my Miſerie. After much ram- 
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ander, and ſerved under him rwo Months in the War he 
then had againſt his Neigbours, and did him ſome Ser. 
vices, which he requited with Favours that were in. 
finirely above my deſerts ; and if I could have been ſtayed 


there by his urgent entreaties, he would have ſhewed me 


the nobleſt uſage I could have expected from a Magna- 
nimous King. But being reſtleſs in all places, I left his 


Service when that War concluded, a little before Alex an- 


der invaded him, paſſing through Bactria and the Seres, 


even to the Caſpian- Sea, croſſing Deſarts and Forreſts, 


full of monſtruous Serpents and wild Beaſts. I wan- 
dered about a Year in Aſia, without any other deſign than 
that of lingering our my miſerable Life; till I ſhould be 
ſo bappy ro find an end of it with all my troubles. 

I was come to Su/s when J heard of Alexander's Death, 
and the Conteſtation of his Succeſſors about the partition 
of his Empire; which grew ſo violent, that it threatned 
no leſs than a cruel War amongſt them, who had ſo long 


been Friends, and in their Union obtained ſo many nota- 


ble Victories. My Grief had never extinguiſhed the In- 
Clination I ever had for Arms, and being J ſought only 
for Death, I concluded I could no where meet ir more 
honourably than in that occafion which Fortune had of- 
fered me. I therefore took my Journey ro Babylon, and 
ſoon learned the Names of the Princes and great Com- 


manders on either party; and finding them now in earneſt 


to decide their Controverſie by the Sword, I put my ſelf 
under Roxana am Perdica, who were moſt powerful in 


the City; and my Intentions being known to them, I was | 


entertained with much civiliry and reſpect, and J ſoon 
made them ſee I was able to do rhem Services above an 
ordinary Man. In the ſally we made againſt you and 


Demetrius, I had alſo rhe Happineſs ro do you ſome little 


ſervice, in preventing Caſſander from rudely trampling 
you under his Horſes Feet, when you were diſmounted; 
and how much ſoever I hared you, yet could not I reſolve 
to lift * my Sword againſt you in any Battel that was 
fought; but on the contrary, watched all opportunities to 


preſerve your Life, which I perceived you too much ex- 
poſed by your ardour and thirſt of Glory. And when 
Arſaces lay wounded in Babylon, though by his own de- Weg; 
fire he was viſited but by a few, I had the honour to 0 


u 


Walt 


Part V. 
bling, I came into that Country in India, that obeyed che 
great King Porus, who ſo gallantly diſputed it with Alex- 
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wait upon that Prince, and perceiving his great Merit, 
*- WT contracted fo . a Friendſhip with him, as ſtayed me 
he longer in rhe Ciry than I intended. I was with him ar 
er. the Interview, when I firſt diſcovered you to be in this 
in. Country: You remember, you accompanied Lyfimachus, 
ed and what happened in that Encounter, I need not here 
ne relate; though rhe fight of you, whom I ſuppoſed ar a 


44.4 ® 


Ling Iin?ſs that concerned our Journey: | 
har your Goodneſs and my Crime were made manifeſt, 
Ve nd char you ſpared me a Life which I ought to have 
was oft a thouſand times, had it been poſſible: There it was 
har I ceaſed to be innocent, by coming to the knowledge 


hat you were ſo ; and there in fine it was, that my Re- 
hen enments vaniſhed to give way to my Repentance. The 
de- Teſtimony of that brave and generous Prince, whereby 
. ou were but too fully juſtified, added to the means of 
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clearing my doubts with your Enemies. Thar Faining 
 wherewith you were ſeized out of an exceſs of Grief for 
the cruel and injurious Reproaches I had uſed again | 
you; and that Coldneſs, into which, by a great tranquillity | 
of Conſcience, you entered within a minute after, open. 
ed my Eyes ſuſſiciently to make me know, that J alone 
was criminal, and that I was unworthy of this Life, which 
u had left me meerly out of contempt ; and I had de. 
8 it, even with my own hands, if by an Oath inviolable 
amongſt the Scythians, Prince Oroondates had not engaged 
me to live. I no ſooner retired from him and Prolomeus 
bur I found Laſcares rerurning : I freely rold him what 
had befallen me, who, inftead of pitying me in the ex. 
ceſs of Grief he ſaw me expoſed to, ſhewed a Joy in hi 
Face, and drew good Omens from this Encounter; ſeeing 
that now I had loſt my Reſentments, and yon were fatiz- 
fied ir was only an Error that had cauſed ſo great 2 
difference between us: bur this gave me no contentment 
of Mind, nor. any hope of Pardon from you, when I re- 
flected on the Heinouſneſs of my Crime: then entering the 
Wood, and ſearching for the moſt retired and ſolitary place, 
I lighted on the Cave; where, by the favour of Heayen, 
that touched you with Compaſſion, and guided your 
Reps, you found me, after I had warered ir many Day 
with Tears, living for the moſt part on Roots and will 
Fruits; yet but few Days paſſed, that I ſent not Laſcars 
to your Camp, to learn if there were any occaſion, in 
which I might be employed; and it was by that Intell 
gence I had the happy means to be near you, to fig 
for your defence, and to retire with the ſame facility, ii me 
unknown Armour, when I ſaw you in a place of ſafety: ref 
I did the fame yeſterday, by the News he brought mM tal 
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What was to be done in your Army; and in theſe wo ! 
Encounters. the Gods favoured me for your preſervation, *-E 
with that Succeſs, which anſwered my Prayers, and mf e 
ardent Deſires; and the ſame Gods, by a way alma 
miraculous, have now drawn me out of the Gulf of M. wh 
ſery I was plunged into, and reſtored me a HappinebW Ba 
. through your condeſcending Goodneſs, that all the word aft 
in the World are not able to expreſs. - 
| 3 ri 


The end. of the Second Bool. 
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0 ONTES had ſpun out his Diſcourſe with the Way, 

and ended ir not till they came to the edge of the 
Camp, when entering it they alighted at Prince Oroon- 
dates's Tent, where they found the Princes aſſembled, 
who received them with all that Reſpect which was due 
to worthy Perſons, and exceedingly rejoyced when they 

were ſenſible that the Hatred of rhefe two illuſtrious Per- 
ſons had given place to the renewal of their Love, and to 
that firm Affection, which was never likely to ſuffer any 
more change, but by Death: And no ſooner had the 
Queen preſented Orontes to them, and told them the Rea- 
ſons ſhe had to receive him into her favour, and make 
him take again that place he had once loſt in her Hear; 
when Prince Oroondates ſtepping forward, and kindly em- 
bracing him, Couſin, (ſaid he) I praiſe: the Gods for 
1 you return, and rejoyce ar yout happy ſucceſs, as much 

© as if it were my own. Orontes received thoſe Endear- 
ments with a great deal of - Reſpect, and was going to 
reply, when Prince Artaxerxes camc to welcome him, and 
taking him as it were out of Orcondates's his Arms, That 
*- Friendſhip (ſaid he) which was granted me amongſt our 
Enemies, muſt not be refuſed me here from the Kinſman 

0 flour Princess eee 
Orontes, who knew him to be the Prince of Perſia by 
what he had learned of his Affairs ſince he came out of 
Babylon, anſwered his Kindneſs with much ſubmiſſion: 
after that, Lyſimachus, and all the Princes preſent, em- 


braced him with marks of a marvellous eſteem; and the 
Princeſs Bernice, to whom he was very dear, and to 
whom the firſt Years: of their Lives, and their nearneſs. _ 
Inclinations of good Will, 
coming 


af Kindred, gave particular 
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coming up to him with a ſmiling Countenance, © What, 
* Couſin, (ſaid ſhe) ſhall not I have my ſhare in this ge. 
© neral Satisfaction? I, who amongſt my neareſt Kinſ. 
© men, have ever had a peculiar eſteem for you, and who 
4 8 you ſtill more for the Inclinations you have had, 
than for the Services you have done this fair Queen, to 
whom I have given a part of my ſelf. After this, all 
the reſt of the Pringeſſes payed him their Reſpects, and 
welcomed him to a Happineſs again, that ſeemed unerly 
to have forſaken him, and were highly pleaſed to have 
gained ſo valiant a Man to their Party. And when he 
had made an open Repentance of his Crime, the Queen, 
at the entreaty of Oroondates, told them in what a deſo- 
late condition ſhe found him in, and repeated, Word for 


Word, all the Paſſages; and what he had ſaid was ſo mo- 


ving, chat it could not but draw Tears of Compaſſion 
from their Eyes. Menali ppa, Hippolita, and all the Ama. 
oni an Ladies preſent; were aſtoniſhed to ſee him there; 
and many of them, who had been ignorant of his Sex, 
were much more ſurprized, when, in the Face of Orontes, 
they ſaw all the Features of Orithia: And when they 
found a Man in the Perſon of that valiant Lady, who 
had lived fo long amongſt them; yer they refuſed not the 


kind Embraces of one they had ſo dearly loved, and who 


ſhewed them ſuch great Expreſſions of his firſt, Affection; 
Valiant Menalippa, ( ſaid he) to What will you condemn 
* this deceitful Orithia, who, under falſe Appearances, 
© abuſed your Friendſhip ? We will condemn her (an- 
ſwered Menalippa) to love us as ſhe has done: heretofore, 
© and that's all the puniſhment we can impoſe upon this 
* generous Impoſtor, to whom we owe the ſafety of our 
Queen. Upon this, Laſcares had time to renew his 
. Acquaintance amongſt the Amazones. The Arrival of O- 
rontes, and the Satisfaction of Thaieſtri, being very con- 
ſicderable to the illuſtrious Company, made the whole 
Evening Entertainment; and after having ſpent it in a 


Converſation, which afforded them matter enough, they 


all retired to take their reſt: And Orontes was lodged in 
Croondatess Tent, where Artaxerxes would alſo lie that 
Night; moſt part. of which was ſpent in Diſcourſes of 
Orontes's Adventures, which appeared very ſtrange and ad- 
me joey; 07 e 07) rot pal 290K 
No ſooner the glorious Sun had enlightned our Hemiſ- 
phere, and shaſed away the Darkneſs with his . 
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hand, aroſe and went to ſee how the Bridges were fixed, 


and how the Works advanced rowards the ſtupendious 


Walls of Babylon, the which they had appointed the moſt 
experience d Captains to overſee, and Eagineen of long 


practice to carry on: And whilſt they were thus em- 


ployed, Prince Demetrius, whoſe new Paſſion for Deidamia 


could give him no reſt, went to the Tent of that Princeſs 


to pay her a Viſit, and waiting without till he heard ſhe 
was up and dreffed, he could no longer ferbear ro make 


his entrance; when, after a profound Salutation, with more 
than ordinary reſpect, looking on her with Eyes in which 


his Paſſion was naturally painted, he told her rhe Em- 
ploy ment he was going to undertake in rhe War, and how 


Forrunare he ſhould be to conquer his Enemies, if ſhe 
would ſend him to the Bartel, with ſome hopes of obrain- 


ing thoſe Favours at her hands he ſo earneſtly deſired. 


| She anſwered him at firſt much to the ſame purpoſe that 


ſhe had done before, telling him, She had a high eſteem of 
hs Perſon above all other Men living, but that her Soul was 
fo firmly pre poſſeſſed with a Paſſion 2 her dear Agis, that 
no other could ever take place in it. Ah, Madam, ( ſaid 
the paſſionate Prince) I then plainly perceive 4gs is 


* more happy in Death than I am in Life; and I will 


* defire Death in this Combar I am going to, thar ar leaſt 
* my Sufferings may find piry from the Princeſs Deida- 


mia, as the valiant 4z:; has done; I will eek for 
Death by his Example; and inftead of rhar Victory I 
had demanded of you, fince you abandon a Life to de- 


* ſpair, which I had reſcued from the Arms of Death to 
offer you, I will go and give it to that perſeverance 
* you oppoſe againſt me, and make a Sacrifice of ir to 
* happy 42s, that I may compleat the Glory of his De- 


* ſtiny ; tis with that Intention alone I now go from you, 


and in giving you the laſt Farewel, J proteſt to you this 
Day ſhall be bs 
* poſed to that Paſſion which is ſo offenſive to you. 


Demetrius uttered theſe words with ſo forrowful a Coun- 


tenance, and accompanied them with an Action ſo little 
common, that Deidamia was troubled at them; and re- 
membring the woful parting ſhe had with the unforcunare 
Azis, which, according to his promiſe, had really proved 


the laſt ; ſhe found ſo much conformity in the Words and 


Actions of theſe two Princes, that ſhe was afraid for De- 
, EE TOS Fe AO WE IP 6 gs metrius 
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Beams, bur the Princes, mindful of the great deſign in 


laſt wherein you ſhall ſee your ſelf ex- 
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metrius of the ſame ſucceſs, and of the ſame effects of 
deſpair that had deprived her of the other, and which 
made her ſpend ſo many tedious Days in weeping for 
him. In this apprehenſion, being mollified, even to the 
ſhedding of ſome Tears, ar the fatal Remembrance, ſbe 
ſtayed Demetrius, who was already going from her, and 
looking on her ſomething more. concerned than ordi. 
nary, © Whether yon feign (ſaid ſhe) or ſpeak: truly, I 
* will not have you die; and I have cauſes of. Grief 
< ſufficient, without your giving me new ones by ycur 
© Death: I, without doubt, ſay ſomewhat more than 1 
© ſhould ; but to compleat my fault, if I have any power 
© over you, J employ it all in commanding you to live, 
that you may give me the aſſiſtance you have pro. 
E. miſed me. 88 Lo th © 4 5 | | 
The Sorrows that before were painted in Demetrius; 
Face, were partly obliterated by theſe words, and it was 
not with a light alteration ; he found by the . Diſcourſe, 
and by the Countenance of his Princeſs, that his Life was 
not indifferent ro her: He ſhewed ſigns of that ſudden 
effect of his hopes, ard bowed to her in a very ſubml. 
Hive manner; My Life (replied he) is not worth one of 
your Tears, and by fo rich a Price it would be too 
highly payed ; but though I were not obliged to Obe. 
© dience by the Empire, you have over me, certainly 1 
© owe to thoſe: marks of your good Nature the conſer- 
vation of a Life, from which, by an Exceſs of Goodnek, 
von are pleaſed ro draw ſome ſervice : I will live, Ma- 
© dam, if the Gods will have it ſo; fince you command 
me; but it ſhall. be no longer than I can do ir without: 
* troubling and without diſpleafing you. 
Alter theſe, words he took his, leave; and having again 
obſer ved ſhe was not without fear of his ſafery; he went 
out of her Chamber, with ſome. kind of hopes, where. 
with he ſuffered himſelf to be pleaſingly flattered: He 
was going to the place where his Men expected him, 
when he was met by Prince Orontes, who remembring 
with ſome trouble rhar he had done nothing bur harm 
to a Party, for the arronemenr of which he 4 all 
that he could be able to do, was leſs than he was ob- 
liged to, had, from the Princeſs Bernice and Queen Tha- 
leſtris, obtained permiſſion to fight that Day | in.company 
with Demetrius, That Prince received him with exceed-. 
ing great Joy; and though he conſidered, perhaps yo 
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ſome Emulation, that the preſence. of ſo valiant a Man 


would eciiple part of his; yer did he give them no know. 
ledge of ic, that was: not very obliging : And theſe two 
brave Warriours ſoon placed chemſelves at the head of 
choſe Soldiers that were to follow them, as did the reſt 
of the Commanders, appointed to fight that day, at che 


head of rheirs; and being come to the bank of the Eu- 


phrates, they put their Forces in Barrel array, and gave 
thoſe, Orders they would have obſerved. Nor was the 
Enemy flow in their Preparations, as having already 
drawn their Forces partly on the Bridges, and partly in 
Boats on the River, when Orontes and Demetrius being 
come near to the other Bank, without any oppoſition, 
found it ſtrongly guarded by thoſe Enemies that diſputed 
it with a {tour Reſiſtance : ES: our Warriours open- 
ed their Paſſage at laſt by the Death of a great many Men, 
and as ſoon as they could fight with more Equality, 
they broke in like Lightning, 8 covered the Plain with 
ſo many dead Bodies, that Peuceſtas, who commanded on 
that ſide, ſeeing Fortune was contrary, and fearing that 
if he ſhould ſtay the arrival of thoſe Forces that were 
coming againſt him, he ſhould not have a free return 
into the, City, made his Retreat as well as he poſſibly 
could; and leaving a great Number of his Men either 


killed or taken Priſoners, got to the Gates of Babylon, 
with reaſonable haſte, and was ſo hotly purſued, thar 


had not a greater Force come ſeaſonably to their Re- 


lief, his Men undoubredly had all periſhed - under the 


Walls before they could have entered the City. But af- 
ter a ſharp. Engagement, Ariſton, who had brought this 
ſuccour, Was likewiſe forced to retreat, and left the two 


gallant Princes maſters of the Field, who poſted their 


Soldiers very advantageouſly ta keep the Advantages they 
had gained; and at their return, received thoſe Praiſes 
that were due to their Courage and Conduct from the 
whole Army. ... ĩ 
Great was the Rejoycing for this Victory; and whilſt 
it laſted, Oroondates,.who had obſerved by many of Prince 
Oxyartes's Actions, that he was in love with fair Barfina, 
prayed his Siſter, that ſhe would entreat that Princeſs to 


. 


entertain them, with the Relation of her paſt Affairs, 
many of which were unknown to them, and particularly 


that of Memnon s, and of Oxyartess Love; when the Prince, 
joyning kis to his Siſter's Importunities, that fair Princeſs 
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was ſoon won to oblige ſuch generous Friends; and afies 
a moft pleaſing Smile had ſucceeded her Bluſhes, I ſhal} 
© never bh angry (ſaid ſhe to the Prince) at any Know. 
© ledge you ſhall have in my Affairs, in which nothi 
but your Goodneſs makes you to take an Intereſt; — 
© if I never entertained you with what paſſed between 
© Prince Oxyartes and my ſelf before, ir was becauſe you 
© never demanded ir of me, and that the oecaſion neyer 
© otfered it ſelf: However (continued ſhe) you are go. 
© ing to waken Remembrances by your Curiofity, of 
© which I am extreamly ſenſible: bur what can I refuſe 
© ro two ſo dear and confiderable Perſons. Barſma made 
a ſtop at theſe Words, and fixing her Eyes on the 
round, kept ſilence a while, which ſhe at laſt broke 
is theſe tm. e e ao 
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IT is not at all neceſſary (continued fhe} 'thar I ſhould en- 
tertain you with the firſt Years of my Life, nor with 
the firſt Teſtimonies I received of the Love of my dear 
M:mnon : Let it ſuffice then that I tell you, Memnon was 
very conſiderable by the greatneſs of his Birth, which 
made him hold one of the firſt Ranks in Perfia, by the 
lovely Qualities of his Perſon, and by the high Repura- 
tion, which, in very early Years, he had acquired in Arms, 
having made himſelf Famous above the other Perfians in 
a thouſand glorious Encounters: Before he was three and 
twenty, he commanded the King's Armies, and was high- 
'ty favoured by him, which made all Aſia fix their Eyes 
on him; and above all, his ſingular Vertues rendered him 
dear ro Prince Arbaſus, my Father, and to all thoſe Per- 
ons that had any power over me, which was the cauſe 
that he found ſo great a Felicity in the deſign he had to 
ſerve me: but if by publick Vertues he had merited the 
general Eſteem, he in particular had Qualities that wrought 
a greater effect upon me, than the glorious Succeſs of his 
Arms, or the high Reputation he had gained in War: and to 


ſay truth, he never fougbt with ſo much Dexterity againſt 
his Enemies, as he ſhewed, in making himſelf maſter of 
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he had payed me with a more cheerful and unconcerneggg ö“ 
Countenance and Action: Bur I fo little ſuſpected, chag® & 

he ſhould! go about ro ſupplant Memmon, whom he haf 
been mainly inſtrumental to place in my Affection, that iI I 
brief, he was forced to explain him ſelf openly, ro make 


nate Perſons ever uſed ro make themſelyes be loved, was, 
put in practice ſo 8 by rhar Prince, that perhaps 
2 more obdurate Heart than mine would have been won 

y his addreſſes. I will make no difficulcy to confeſs, I 
yielded to him; nor is this Confeſſion ſhametul ro me 
fince that Affection, which a due Acknowledgment made 
me give, was authorized by rhe Will of my Parents, and 


chat of the King, who was pleaſed to intereſs himſelf par- 


ticularly, in the Affairs of our Houſe, as being neareſt 


' ro the Crown, and that which held the firſt Rank in all 


Perſia. 1 | 

 Memnon having gained the Affections of the whole 
Court, the King upheld him openly in his pretenſions to 
me; and Prince Oxyartes himſelf, before he was blinded 
with this indifferent Beauty, did him very good Offices in 
the beginning of his Love ; he was one of the forwardeſt 
in recommending his Perſon to me, by the reciral of his 
gallant Actions; and in that defign he had to favour him, 
found better ſucceſs than he afterwards would have with. 
ed. I know not why the Gods would have that Prince 
to caſt his Eyes upon me, among ſuch a great number of 
Perſons much more lovely: But whatever it were, he be. 
gan to love me when I was no longer in a condition to 


requite his Affection, and when, by the Will of my Friends, 


and by my own Inclination, Memnon was already Maſter 
of the place he aſſaulted; had it not, been for that pre- 
engagement, Prince Oxyartes had thoſe noble Qualities, 
that might have made him to be conſidered by the great - 
eſt Princeſs on Earth: This Prince, when he firſt began 
to love me, or at feaſt to let me ſee it, was but ten Vears 
elder than Prince Artaxerxes, though he was his Uncle; 
he was fearful ar firſt to injure his Friend, and to croſs 
the King's deſign ; bur his Paſſion 8 againſt all Op- 
x bee Difficulties; and he ſtrove ro make me lee it, 
by many obliging Civilities and Reſpects, which till then 


me comprehend the Truth; and a Declaration from his 
own Mouth was neceſſary, ro give me an Opinion which 


I was very far from having at that time. | 
1 Fr Po OT Os I was 
o Dis . ©" ; * BY 


my Heart : and all chat the moſt expert and moſt a0. 


N * p 


, — : * 8 F 3 4 IRE, JT * : FEY ” *. = ä IEP 
* ut 4* 7 mn. 
- 1 8 * o  $ — 
2 $ % by bu * I 4 * | 
Ihe Hiſtory Part v. 
— . 


I was one Evening with the Princeſſes of Perſſa, when 
chat Prince coming into the Camber, and ſeeing me at a 
Window by my ſelf, ſome what penſive, he came to me, 
and looking on py Face with an unuſual Action, Madan, 
(dad he} may J be ſo bold 1s to ah you, if it be Men. 
non: [ence that makes you fo ſad and fo ſolitary.” Sir, 
{anſwered I) I know not what ſatneſs you can have obſe. 
wed in my Face: But however it is, perhaps I ſhould not be 
condenmesd by, you, though Memnon's abſence ſhould have been 
able to have given me ſome diſcontent. Ar theſe words he 
looked upon me with an Eye, in which I perceived ſome. 
thing extraordinary ; and prefling one of my hands, which 
he held between his, Memnon (ſaid he) 7: worthy of a very 
goed Fortune; but that you have raiſed him to, j above all 
0 could ever have hoped for. I ſhould account my ſelf moſt 
happy ( anſwered I, with my former Innocence) M I could 
yer add any thing to the Fortune of a Man, whom the King, 
whom my ſelf, and the whole Court judge worthy of Affection 
and Eſteem, I would willingly do it, Ah, Couſin, ( (aid the 
Prince) never doubt but what you have already done in his 
favour, is ſufficient to make the whole Fortune, not only of 
Memnon, but any Perfon whatſoever, had you been fo fa- 
eourable to another: indeed Memnon % the moſt happy and 
moſt. favoured, but not the moſt zealous and the moſt” paſ- 
fionate of Barſinas Servants. I thought this Diſcourſe ve- 
ry ſtrange from the Month of a Prince who. had been 
wont to entertain me in other terms: And when I was 
going to teſtifie my Aſtoniſhment, I fee ( purſued he) my 
Wards have ſurprized you, and I ſhould have continued to have 
concealed my real thoughts, which you wonder at, I could 
have hept power enough over my ſelf to do it : Du would 
not underſtand the Language, whereby my Eyes have long ex- 
: preſſed themſelves ; and you have at laſt reduced me to de- 
clare with my own Mouth the paſſion I have for you. I 
muſt confels to you, that in all my Life I never heard 
words that were more unwelcome to me than theſe ; they 


| 


Put me into a Confuſion, which my Silence and my Bluſhes 
made manifeſt to the Prince: And my being our of Coun- 
 **Fenance, made him partly ſo too; and for all his Confi- 
— dence, he caſt down his Countenance by my example, 
and diſpoſed himſelf to hear what I was going to reply; 
but I was hindered by the coming in of Prince Artaxerxes, 
who, with Pariſatis, came near us, and broke off our Con- 
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reflect upon what Prince Oxyartes had ſaid to me, I found 
great cauſe of Affliction in it: I conſidered, that if Ox- 
zartes had been leis Potent in the Court, the Authority of 


MNMemnon and my Friends might have maintained us againſt 


the power of a Rival; but in this our Fortune ſeemed to 
be crofled, by the only Perſon in all Pera that was able 
to do it. The beſt Conſolation I found in this Diſplea- 
ſure, was, that I believed that Prince had only a mind ro 
divert himſelf, or at leaſt that it was bur a paſſing Af- 


fection; and when he called in his Reaſon to his aid, 
and maturely confidered the great Friendſhip that had 


been between him and Memnon, his Love would give 
place to it, rather than go about ſo ſenſibly to injure 
uch a Friend. But in this I was utterly miſtaken, for at 
his next viſit I found him firmly fixed in his Intentions to 
perſevere in a Paſſion that was ſo much afflicting to me: 


at that time he came ſoftly behind me, and found I was 
reading a Letter I had juſt then received from Memnon, 
and laying his Hand on it, prayed me to give him leave 


to ſee it in ſuch terms, that I could not civilly "refuſe a 
thing of ſuch ſmall importance; eſpecially being I was 
not unwilling he ſhould be confirmed in the Opinion he 
had, that I loved Memnon, and that I believed that Con- 
firmation would ſerve to diſſwade him from the deſign 


I apprehended ; he took the Letter then out of my hand, 


and caſting his Eyes upòͤn it, found theſe words. 


Memnon to the Princeſs Barſina. 


The Marks of your Remembrance, my fair Prinertz, 
* make my abſence too glorious to have any cauſe o 


* complain of it; and all the pains it makes me to ſuſ- 
* fer, are too fully recompenced by that Goodneſs, which 
lets fortunate Memnon know, you have not forgotten 
* him : But yer thoſe Happineſſes, tho they might ſarisfy 
a reaſonable Ambition, cannot oppole the defire I have to 
* ſee you again; and this Impatience would, perhaps, be 
prejudicial to the ſervice of the King my Maſter, if it 
were not fatal to his Enemies; and if ir did not make 
me haſten their Defeat, thereby to haſten my Return. I 


© Fortune, and that after the Combats I hape fought Fa 
from you, I ſhall have nothing to combat with when I 


* am near you, | | 8 


will fee you again, my adored Princeſs, with the hope 
pou give me; that my abſence ſhall not have change uo | 


Foes. Gee rot 
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my ſelf, as T have ſhewed my 
to you more modeſtly of Oxyartes, than I did of Memnon ; 
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I perceived the Prince read theſe words wirh much 
diſcontentment; and when he had ended them, he could 


not ſo well contain himſelf, but that, lifting up his Eyes 
towards Heaven, he cryed, O 82 Memnon, muſt I in 
your good Fortune find the Ruin of O 

troubled me very ſenſibly; bur I was ſo a great deal 


more, when turning towards me, after he had given me 


my Letter, Couſin ( ſaid he) Memnon has reaſon to be ſa- 
tified; and I know no reaſonable Man that would not, with 
4 better part of his Blood, buy a Felicity like bu: I would 


it pleaſed the Gods, that either Memnon had not prevented 


me in the deſign of ſerving Barſina, or that Death might 
prevent my fear of ſerving her unprofitably. | 


This Diſcourſe ſtruck to my Heart, and pierced it with 


mortal Stings ; and though my Confuſion made me ſilem 


for a time, a trouble which I was not miſtriſs of, made 


me break it; and looking on the Prince with reſenting 
Eyes, Sir, (ſaid I) your Diſcourſe amazes me, and I had 


thought for Divertiſements of this nature, you would have 


choſen another Object than Barſina, My Divertiſments, (re- 
plied he) 4b Madam, give another Name to the moſt mate- 
rial Employments of my Life : No indeed, it is not Barſina 


that ought to be the Object of my Divertiſements ; but it u 


Barſina, who, too much for my repeſe, u the Olject of all my 
Thoughts, and of all my Afﬀeaions : This # a Declaration 


that diſpleaſes you, but it / a Declaration I am forced to 


by a moſt Tyrannical Power. Ab, Sir, (aid I, W 
him) 1 am not worthy of the Honour you do me; but thoug 
I ſhould deſerve it, the good Offices you did for Memnon 


are too freſh in your Memory to have a Thought fo ſoon of 


deſtroying them. I ſerved Memnon in his ſuit to you (an- 


. ſwered rhe Prince) as long as I could, without deſtroying my 
' ſelf; I would ſerve him yet with the hazard of my Life; 


and you may judge thereby how great the violence of that 
Paſſion is, which makes me croſs the Fortune of a Man, wbom 
J have ſo dearly eſteemed. IT have often told you truly, that 


Memnon was very worthy of Love; but I never told you, 
neither did J ever believe, that his good Qualities ſhould for- 


bid all others acceſs to Barſina, unleſs they could take away 
their Sight and their Fudgment for the knowledge of Beauty : 


I will never contradict what I have ſaid to his advantage; 


but you will not think it ſtranpe, if I be as induſtrious for 
15 for a Friend: I will ſpeak 


and 


yartes ? Theſe words 


* 


y 


ry 
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and if I praiſed him to you for his Valour and good Qs. 


lities, it ſhall be H nothing but my Paſſion that I will 
endeavour to recommend my ſelf. © You are recommend- - 
able ( replied I ) both by your Birth and Vertue, and 
© by many excellent Parts; aud you ſhall ever be ſo 
© to Barſina, both as the King's Brother, and as one of 


* the Perſons in all the World I ought moſt to honour, 


© If I muſt anſwer ſeriouſly ro your Words; yet you will 
give me leave to ſay, your Change aſtoniſnhes and afflits 
me both together, and that I cannot confider theſe dif- 
© ferent proceedings, without having reaſon ro complain 
© of one of them ; in the former you conformed yo! 

* ſelf ro the King's Intention to that of your Friends, and 
if I dare ſay ſo even ro my own Inclination; and in 
© the latter you thwart all that you before had favoured. 
Hitherto ( replied the Prince) I have carried my ſelf as 4 
Man without Paſſion, or as a Man that was maſter of it; 


and now 1 do, like a Man that is not only Paſſionate, bue 


like a Man that is a Slave to hs Paſſion. I, for the reaſons 
you alledge, bave reſiſted this Affection, which is diſpleaſig 


to you, as Innocent and as full of Reſpect as it is: But of © 


my reſiſtance has ſerved for nothing elſe but to render it more 
violent and more imperious. In ow, Fair Barſina, it 7s mo 
longer in my power 80 hinder my ſelf from loving you, though, 
to the Conſideration of Memnon, you ſhould joyn all thoſe _ 
that ought to be ſtrongeſt in me; and if by them you. make 
me comprehend that I have done amiſs, and make me know 
the greatneſs of my pain, yet can you neither cure me of 3t, | 
nor make me repent my fault. Sir, {replied I, infinitely 
vexed) © what can you hope for from a Perſon, whoſe 
Engagement is not unknown to you? And how great a 
* Glory ſoever ir be to me to be beloved by the Brother 
* of my King; why do yon reduce me to the neceility 
of being ungrateful ro your Affection? I de not pre- 
tend (anſwered he) to be conſidered as the Brother of . 
rius by Barſina, and ſheuld be unworthy of the Honour to 
ſerve her, if I thought to make uſe of other advantages, 
than thoſe my ſervices can give me: And now 1 proteſt be- 
fore you, that I will never combat Memnon's Felicity, ober- 
wiſe than by the Teſtimonies of my Prſſion give way to th 
deſign, fince it cannot be diverted ; and if I cannot be. be- 
lieved by you, ſuffer me at leaſt to love you, without making 


the effedit of it to be your averſion, © I muſt. be fain ro 
. uffer all (ſaid I) from a Perſon, ro whom I owe all; 


but 


R 
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© bur I cannot, without a very ſenſible Grief, acknowi the 
© the honour you do me, in a ſeaſon when I cannot re. 


© ceive ir, without being the moſt faithleſs Woman in the 
c World. f 2 l. * . WERE 5 \ 8h * {54 N. 

To theſe Words I added many others to difſwade hin 
from his Reſolution, but he ſtill continued fixed, and by 


the reſt of our Converſation made me ſenſible, that he 


would hardly be drawn from ir: After this he let no oc. 
caſion ſlip of expreſſing his Love to me, but it was al. 
ways with as much Reſpect as I could have expected 
from the meaneſt Perſian, But whilſt we continued on 
this manner, Memnon returned to Perſepolis, after he had 
gained many Victories, and entirely reduced choſe that 
Rebelled to their Obedience: the King received him with 
great Demenſtrations of Friendſhip, and all the Court re- 
ceived him with a great deal of Honour; T gave him a 
very kind Reception, bur would not on a adden tell him 
of Prince Oxyartess Love to me, as well knowing i 
would draw a gloomy Cloud over the Brightneſs of all 


his Contentments: And about three days after, the Prince 


himſelf ſaved me the labour of being the unwelcome He. 


rauld of ſuch diſtaſtful News, as being confident it could 
not be long ere he would learn the truth; and therefore 


he reſolved to declare it in a faſhion ſomething extraordi. 
nary; but ir ſo ſurprized and afflicted Memnon, when he 
plainly told him of his great Love to me, that he after- 
wards aſſured me, that in all the Accidents of his Life he 
had never been in ſo great a Perplexiry. He had always 


born a great Reſpect, and even a great Affection, to the 


Perſon of Prince Oxyartes ; but he had fo great a Zeal 
and ſo great a Love to the King, ro whom he believed 


be owed all that was poſſible, that he held whatſoever 
concerned him in a moſt ſacred Veneration : That was it 


that cauſed his moſt ſenſible Diſcontent, and he ſpared not 


to make it ſufficiently known to the Prince; ho anſwered 
him yer very reſpectfully, prorefting, that he pretended 


not to diſpute me with him, neither as he was Brother to 


Darius, nor by the King's Authority; bur only by his 
Services, and the proofs of his Affection. Memnon was a 
little flartered with this Promiſe, but it was not able to 

farisfy him; and he was going to reply, with a Counte- 

"nance diſcontented enough, when the King came into rhe 


Gallery, and interrupted their Converſation; and Mem- 


non, fearing his Countenance ſhould diſcover his inward 


5 --Grief, 


* — 5 


8 
my 


SP5SOMHO322DM” . © we 


„F; P 0 6: ot... thn a. a> 


ANY 5+ no = — » 


— 


„ K & 6a QA A A «„ A „„ „ 
. o 


Part v. of Caſſandea. 49 


Grief, and incite the King, who entirely loved him, to en- * 
quire into the cauſe of it, got away ere he was ſeen by him, 3 
and came to my Chamber. 6 165 5 rd 40 | 
He was no ſooner entered, bur I perceived whar had 
happened, by the | perturbation of his Mind; and when 
he had told it me himſelf, he made ſome Complaints for 
my having concealed from him a matter of ſo great an 
Importance ; bur I contented him by ſaying, That my 
care of his quiet had obliged me to it; and that ſince it 
was unwelcome News, I had rather it ſhould come from 
the Mouth of any Body elſe, than from mine. Then, after 
having complained of his Fortune, and of Prince Oxyartes, 
who came to: croſs him ſo unjuſtly, Madam (ſaid he) 
* if the Prince will conteſt with me only by his Love 
* and by his Services, ought I ro fear he can deprive me 
by thoſe ways of what I hold from your Goodneſs a- 
* lone? And oughr I ro fear thar you will look upon 
the advantage he has over me ro my deſtruction ? Ah, 
if this fear be lawful, as you defire the favour of the 
Gods, give me ſome knowledge of it, and ſuffer me nor 
to conſerve my Life a moment after rhe loſs of my 
hopes. In another ſeaſon ( replied I) I would not have 
* eafily pardoned this Diſcourſe ; nor do I think, by any 
* of my Actions, I have given you the leaſt juſt cauſe to 
© ſuſpect me of Inconſtancy : I ſhall know how to render 
* unto Prince Oxyarzes what I owe to the King's Brother, 
* withour forgerting that I owe all ro Memnon ; and. tho' ® 
with his Love and Services he ſhould apply his Autho- 
* riry, and alſo that of the King's, he ſhould nor be able 
to deprive you of what you have ſo lawfully acquired. 
If it prove fo { ſaid Memnon, better ſatisfied than be- 
fore) as without doubt ir will, ſince my fair Princeſs pro- 
© miſes it me, I will no more lament my Deſtiny, but 
* ſhall rather account Oæyartess Love an effect of Bar- 
* ſfina's Merit, than of my ill Fortune; and ere he part- 
* ed from me, I ſo confirmed him, by my reiterating my 
* promiſes, that whilſt I lived I would prefer him betare 
© all the Perſons in the World, thar he went away in a | 
os contrary Humour than that he came into my | 


hamber in: yer Prince Oxyartes carried not his Paſſion 

to me ſo ſecretly, bur it was taken notice of by the 

whole Court, and came alſo to the King's knowledge; 

* and that great Monarch, who cheriſhed Memnon, both 

through a ſtrong Inclination, and through a juſt Ac» 
3D © knowledgment 
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9 knowledgment of his Services, and who had particularly 
© favoured him in his Love to me, was very much trou- 
© bled and diſpleaſed at the News; and he no ſooner ſaw 
* the Prince, but he teſtified to him, by reaſonable tharp 
© words, that he had diſobliged him, by croſſing the Aﬀecti. 
ons of a Perſon that was ſo dear and ſo conſiderable to him 


© as Memnon : But the Prince, who had prepared himſelf for 


© that event, urged ſo many things to juſtify his Trrefiſt. 
able Paſſion; and how much their Emulation in War. 
© like Actions, ro win the favour of Barſina, would be 
< for the King's Service in the deſtruction of his Enemies, 
© that at firſt he knew not what to anſwer ; Jer upon 
© parting, he plainly told him, he alrogerher diſapproved 
q bis unjuſt Paſſion : And though, ſaid he, I will not uſe 
my Authority to force your Inclinations ; yet think it not 
© ſtrange, that if, without the leaſt favouring your Cauſe in 
© this particular, I leave Barſina in the full liberty of hers, 
© and that J grant Memnon, ſo long as he ſhalt behave 
© himſelf as he hitherto has done, all the Teſtimonies of 
© my Affection he can in reaſon demand. 

This, and ſuch like Diſcourſe ar this time, paſſed be- 
tween the King and his Brother; and though the Prince 
was not overmuch ſatisfied with ir, yer he diſſembled his 
trouble the beſt he could; and in the next Viſit he made, 
eoncealed nothing from me that had paſſed between them 
in that Converſation. Whilſt things paſſed on this man- 
ner, there were grear Preparations for the Scythian War ; 
in which Expedition the King reſolved to take the Royal 
Family along wich him, and the Nobles took their Wives 
and Daughters with them, ro wait upon the Queens and 
Princeſſes; and amongſt the Number of thoſe, my Mother 


took me and my Siſters, and with us were Rexana, Iſpa- - 


tia, and others the faireſt Ladies of Perſia, whom you 


ſince have known: Oxyartes and Memnon expreſſed an 


equa! Satisfaction, when they knew they ſhould go to 


tbe Wir, without being ſeparated from me, and that I 


ſnou d be in a manner preſent at the Actions they meant 
to do in Emulation, to make themſelves worthy of my 
Affection: Our Equipage was Royal and Splendid, ap- 

ring in all things, for the Commod iouſneſs of it, more 
ike a Court than a Camp; and the Prince ſpared not to 
incite Memnon, who was prone enough of himſelf to con- 
tend for Victory, where the greateſt Danger ſhould be; 


ſo that they agreed to fight by each others fide, or as 
| : near 
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: near as might be, and carry a Deſtruction to the Enemy * 
tat might be terrible to them; and to this end Oxyartes 


prayed his Brother to give them equal Employmen 
that with Forces and Commands alike they mighs —_ 


WH Memnon very modeſtly refuſed that equality with the 
+ Prince, yer did he accept it at his earneſt deſire z and 
peradventure, whatſoever Reſpect he teſtified towards him, 
be be had no great Repugnancy to it. | - 
5 The King divided all his Cavalry into two parts, each 
of which conſiſted of Seven or Eight and Twenty Thou- 
— and Horſe, and fer thoſe two valiant Commanders at 
e Nie head of them; Mazeus commanded the Infantry, and 
rtabaſus my Father, was Lieutenant General of the whole 
Army, We paſſed the Araxis on a Bridge of Boats, and, 
„ I acamped in the Territories that obeyed the King of 
 W6c:h:a; © You, Sir, ( ſaid ſhe ro Prince Oroondates) know 
of all chat paſſed, of any Conſequence, at that time; and 
* I will only tell you, and the Princeſs your Siſter, who 
e. is leſs inſtructed in them, thoſe matters wherein I have | 
come Intereſt ; We were hardly beyond the River when 
we heard News, that the King of Scythia, with all his 


4 Forces, made haſty Marches ro meer us; and the nexr 
n Day our Scouts diſcovered your foremoſt Troops; and 
. oithin wo Days the Armies joyned in Battel, and the 
ish rwas very cruel; the Troops were already mingled, 
ad Slaughter had brought diſorder amongſt them; when 
Prince Oxyartes ſeeing Memnon all over Bloody, hew 
+ open his Paſſage amongſt your Men, came up to him 
r With a loud Cry, and placing himſelf by his ſide, Mem- 


nn (ſaid he) do you fee yonder Standard, about 

which the greateſt Force of the Scythians appears, and 
| WF where, without. doubt, their moſt confiderable Com- 
d manders fightin Perſon, I ſee ir, Sir, (replied Memnon) 
and if I be not deceived, it is the King of Scythia s own 
- MW Standard, ſince there are ſo great a number of Men to de- 
, ' fend it. There it is, ſaid the Prince, that we mult ſeek for 
ö Brſina, or for Death; we muſt either periſh, or bring off 
that Glorious Mark of Valour : Let us on Memnon, and 
ſee to which of us Fortune will give that Advantage. 

Saying theſe words, he flew with his Sword in his 
Hand into the midſt of the Scythians 3 and Memon, ex. 
ted with ſome Reſentments for ſeeing himſelf prick'd 


ith Honour on ſich occafions, inſtead & anſwering, ran 
3 5 * whers 


their Valour known without advantage: And though _ 
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where Glory called him with an impetuouſneſs like his, ſo 
chat this Emulation had like to have been fatal to them both, 
for never two Men fought more generouſly. They rujhed 
headlong into dangers where in all Probability, they ſhould 
have met with Death but fortune was more favourable to 
them and thoſe that followed them, were fo animated by 
their examples, that they broke like Lightening, though the 
Scythian Squadron, and the throng of thoſe that Invironed 
the Standard upon which they had ſer their aim being opened 
by their fury, they that defended irneater were either ſcattered 
or cut in pieces, and he rhar bore it was beaten down with 
two blows, given at the ſame time by Oxyarres and Me- 
mnon. They both ſeized upon it at the ſame inſtant; bur as 
ſoon as Memnon caſt his Eyes upon the Prince he pulled 
back his hand, which he had thurſt forth, and being willing 
to yield him the glory of that Action; The Standard Sir 
(ſaid he) 7s yours, and mine the honour of having Seconded you. 
No Memnon (replyed he) I will not rob you of yonr part in 4 
glory, which is equal between us, and J am not Ill ſatisfied to 
divide it with you, with theſe Words he gave the Standard in. 
to the Hands of thoſe that followed them, and turning an other 
way carryed new marks of bis valour thither, Here Oroon- 
dates Interrupting Barſina, That which you tell me (ſaid he) 
is very true, it was indeed the Kings Standard that we leſt in 
that encounter, and it was the Nephew of Arſacomes that car- 
ryed it, but the King my Father was not in the Field that Day 1 
Fought there and received my firſt Wound. | 

In all other occaſions (continued Barſina) Prince O xyartes 


did on the ſame faſhion, and he hardly ever ſaw any danger 


into which he invited not Memnon, and into which he did 
not Precipitate himſelf with him: Memnon ſought not theſe 
Occaſions, but being Stung to the quick neither did he avoid 


them, and though in his Diſcourſe he yielded all to Oxyar- 


zes ; yet he diſputed all with him by his Actions. Though 
the King often blamed them for running upon ſuch deſpe- 
rate hazards, in which ſometimes they committed faulrs in 
point of their commands, by fixing themſelves roo eagerly 
upon particular Actions, but it was hard to Convert Prince 


b Oxyartes, who had reſolutely undertaken either to eclipſe 
the Glory of Memnon, by the Luſtre of his own, or make 
bim periſh in the dangers to which he often expoſed him, ot 


force him to quit his Pretenſions to me by the difficulties he 
had raiſed him up: and when they were at leiſure from 
thoſe employments, they viſited me many times both ro 
4 d s : - , if 
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ther, and made no difficulty ro expreſstheir Paſſion in each 
others hearing, Striving by their obliging reſpeRs the one 


to gain and the other to keep the advantage he had gotreng 
and it was in this War my Lord, that I owed my firſt 
Obligation to you. I was one of thoſe Ladies that was in 
the Queen's Tent when you entered it by Night, and after 


having made us your Priſoners, you ſo generouſly quit- 


red your Claim, and reftored us that Liberty we had Loſt 


by right of War. After that War was ended without any 


great advantage on either fide, we returned to Perſepols 
when the Impatient Prince ſeeing all his ſervices could not- 


prevail with me to give him that place in my affections 
which Memmon totally poſſeſſed, and that to the King's re- 


proofs J had added my abſolute denyal, he flew into an An- 


ger unuſual to him; when one Day meeting Memnon as ke 
was teturning from Viſiting me, and ſeeing a very Lively | 


Joy in his Face, which he conceived at the repeated aſſu- 
rances I had given of an Eternal conflancy and of rhe ha- 
ſtening of our Wedding, to pur an end ro the troubleſome 


Paſſion of Prince Oxyartes, he Saluted him with a very brisk 


Air, and after having talked of ſome Indifferent matters he 


came to that of his Love, I promiſed you, generous Mem- 
non (laid he) I would never d ſpute Barſina with you, but by 
my ſervices 3 I have kept my ſelf exatly enough within thoſe Li- 


mits; I have uſed no kind of Credit nor Power to hurt ycu, and 


in the employments we have had to make our ſelves worthy of 


ber Eſteem, I have ever ſought for an equality between us; J 


will continue to the end in this manner of Carriage towards ycu; 


and ſince I have Loved Barfina unprofitably, and that by the 
Victory you bear away from me, my hopes are quite extinguiſhed, 


as you Triumph over my repeſe, you muſt alſo Triumph over my 
Life, or defend your own with Arms equal to mine, I fly not © 
to this extremity againſt you, but when I am driven to ſuch @ 


one, that my Life has no other Foundation but the loſs of Teurs, 


and wherein the repoſe of yours depends, on nothing but my 


Death alone. This 1. the laſt Action we will do for Barſina, 
ſhe ſhall be the prize of the Conquerour, and the Viftory ſhall 


give that to the more Valiant, or to the more fertunite, which 
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during the Life of. hisRival his ſervices could never ſecure him ef. 


In ending theſe Words, the Prince drew his Sword, and 
preſented himſelf before Memnon, in a Poſture of a Man 
ready to fight. Yer Memnon did not the like, but after 
having hearkned to his Diſcourſe, and beheld his action 
without ſhewing any ſign of Aſtoniſhment, or being mov- 
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: © Oxyartes change his Temper, and looking intentively up- 
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ed, he anſwered him with a ſettled Countenance, and with 
an abſolute Coldneſs, You have reaſon Sir (ſaid he) to go 
about to take away a Life which I hold from yon, and a 
Life hurrful ro your Pretenfions, but I ſhould nor have rea- 
© ſon if I went about to defend ir againſt you who have ac- 
© quired it by itð preſervation, and who are the Brother of 
* my King; neither ſhall it be ſaid, I drew my Sword a. 
© oainſt him to whom I owe my ſafery,or againſt the Brother 

of Darius, to whom I owe all; and I had rather turn it a. 
gainſt my own Breaſt, than againſt a Prince whom thoſe 
two Confiderations ſhall ever make me reverence. If my 
Life is hateful to you, and if by the Obſtacle J have been 
© to your pretenſions, I deſerve to Die by your Hands, con. 
* tent your deſire by piercing a Heart proud of Barſina's J. 


R 6 


mage, and a Heart that draw's your hatred by its ambition; 


but do not ſtrive to blaſt me at my Death with an Ingra. 
* ritude wheres ver can be capable. 15 2 
What (aid the Prince) does Memmon ſee his Mortal E- 
© nemy defiè him, and.if he be the ſame Memnon who paſ. 
* ſes for Valiant amongſt the Perſians, has he not the Heart 
* ro defend his Life againſt him? I never wanted a Heart 
© (replyed Memnon) in dangers that were perhaps greater 
© than this before mine Eyes, and my reputation is well e- 
* nongh Eſtabliſhed, not to fear the fall of ir by this Action. 
I ſhould not have been prevented if fortune had given me 
© other Enemies, and J had already received Offences from 
you, which any other Man than Prince Oxyartes and 
© the Brother of Darius ſhould perchance have waſhed away 
* with his Blood. They had much more Diſcourſe of this 


Nature, but all the Indignicies the Prince could offer were 
| © nor capahle to make Memnon forget his reſpect to him, or 


to draw his Sword againſt him, which in the end made 


on Memnon, it made him repent his Deſign and abſolutely 
© Condemn it: I have done too much perhaps (ſaid he) but 


I have not been Maſter of my Paſſions, and for the time 


© to come Þ will endeavour to regulate rhem better if poſſi · 
© be; as he brought forth theſe Words he put up his Sword, 
© and turning his Back on Memnon went from him and re- 


c turned to his Chamber, and Memnon Agitated with Cruel 


diſquiets rerurned to his, not meaning to Viſit me in that 


Condition, leaſt I ſhonld perceive his Ill humour, and in- 


© deed he concealed this Action from every Body; ſo that 
© I never heard any thing of it till along while after. In the 
| | | 9 1 8 - £ : 7 mean' 
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mean time, Prince Oxyartes { whether it was by the An- 
ger, wherewith he had been tranſported, to ſee a Man 
preferr'd before him, whoſe Birth was inferiour to his, and 
who ſurpaſſed him nor in good Qualities, or by the vio- 
lence of that Pafſion which he blindly bore to me, I de- 
termined not) fell fick of a Feaver, which increaſed fo 
violently on him, that within three days the Phyficians 
began to doubt of his Recovery; and being that Prince 
was infinitely eſteemed by the whole Court, his Sickneſs 
cauſed a general Sorrow, and the King, ro whom his Ver- 
tue made him dearer than the nearneſs of his Blood, fell 
into a very ſenſible Grief: I was particularly afflicted at 
it, and Memnon took it nor ill that I exprefſed my trouble 
to him. re IE 
In the violent Fits of his Feaver, the Prince often fell 
into Ravings, and talked of nothing but his Love and 
Barſina ; and by all his Actions made thoſe: that were 
about him judge, that nothing but his Paſſion had cauſed 
his Sickneſs. This Knowledge much troubled the King, 
and he gave himſelf over to his Sorrow in an exceſſive 
manner, when he believed he could nor ſuccour that dear 
Brother, without deftroying Memnon, whom he loved very 
tenderly, and to whoſe Services he believed himſelf as 
much indebted as to his own Word, whereby he ng ſo 
ſtrictly engaged to him; yet was he not ſo dear to him, 
as to have that Affection ruin that which he bore ro his 
Brother; and he could have deſired, if it had been poſ- 


/ 


ble, that Memnon of his own accord ſhould contribute to 


his Recovery, but he would never ſpeak to him of it; 
and would rather run to any other Extremiry, than thag 
of employing his Authoriry ro oblige him. I was one of 
the firſt that viſited the Prince in the Company of my 
Mother, but as ſoon as I came near him, he was moved 
in ſuch a manner, as confirmed all chat were preſent in 
the belief they had of the cauſe of his Sickneſs: When 
looking on me with a languſhing Eye, Fair Barſina (ſaid 


he) I die for you, and ly my Death abandon a Happineſs ts 


Memnon, which, by the greatneſs of my Love, I peradventure 
had deſerved as well as he. $17. 7, FBS. 
| Saying theſe words, he turned away his Eyes from my 


Face, and by this Action rouched me fo nearly, that I 
was not able to retain my Tears; * Sir, (anſwered 17) 


you ſhall not die for Barſina; and it had been better 
he had neyer come into the World, than to cauſe ſo 
%%% 8 * greax 
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* preat a loſs to her Country. My Death 1s little con- 
* fiderable, (replied the Prince) and I receive it willingly, 
© ſince it is favourable ro you, in delivering you from my 
_ © Importuniries. © I never received any from you ( ſaid J) 
* that I would be delivered of, by the leaſt of your Dif. 
contents; and if your Life depended upon my Wiſhes, 
* I would make as many for your Health as for my own. 
© You: have more Goodneſs in appearance ( repligd he) 
© than in effect, and when you ſaw me in another Con. 
dition, you contributed nothing to hinder me from falling 
© into this, in which you now ſee me for the Love of you : 
© Yer it is not (continued he, with a Sigh) to reproach you, 
* thar[rell you this; you are roo juſt in all your Actions to 
find any reaſon ro condemn me; and being I puniſh no 
© Body but my ſelf for the faults I have committed, I 
© alſo ought ro accuſe no Body but my ſelf of the Ad. 
© vantages you give my Rival. He had, withour doubr, 
ſaid a great deal more, if the Phyſicians had not entreated 
him to keep ſilence, and the Queens and Princeſſes had 
not entered the Chamber. | 
Memnen earneſtly defired to pay him a Viſit ; but when 


the Prince was told of it, he ſhewed a Repugnancy to it: 


It ſufficeth (ſaid he) that I am vanquiſhed, without 


© ſhewing me the Face of my Conqueror; and if Mem. 


nan be Generous, he ought to content himſelf with his 
* Vidtory, withcur inſulting over me in my Misforrune, 
Theſe words being told ro Miemnen, made him nor any 
more deſire a Vifit ; but his. Duty and Reſpect carried 
him every day to enquire of his Health, and ro make 
Prayers for his Recovery: But his Sickneſs - increaſed ſo 
much, that his Life was deſpaired of. Then did the King's 
Affection to him break forth into greater figns of Sor- 


tow than he ever had ſhewed ; and then did that good 
Prince abandon himſelf ro his Grief, with an excels that 


could not be expected from the greatneſs of his Ccurage, 
Memnon, who ſaw him in that eſtate, reſolved rather to 
die, than to abufe his Goodneſs in an unhandſome 
manner; and finding him cne day deeply buried in 
» his Sadneſs, Sir (ſaid he to him) if I can contribute any 


thing to ſave the Life of Prince Oxyartes, be not in fear 


for his Recovery : It is true, I love Barſina, but I love 
my King as I ought ro do, and to preſerve a Brother 


*. worthy of his Affections, I ſhall know how to over- 


come my Paſſion, and to yield that to Prince Ortes, 
5 ans „ SEF->7 7 80 EE 9 75 13 p en! 1 RE. 7 : i; 
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Remedy for my Health, I account that worſe than rhe Difeaſe 
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| | 4 . 


which J have, perhaps, but too much diſpured againſt" 


The King lifred up his Head ar theſe words, and 21 


having a while looked on Memmnox, without ſpeaking, be 
caſt his Arms on a ſudden about his Neck, and embracing 
him with an extraordinary tenderneſs, My dear Mem- 
non (ſaid he) 2 ſhonld have ſuffered Oxyartes to have 


died, and ſhould have died my ſelf before I would 


but if really yon can contribute to my Brother's ſafety, 


© have asked what you offer me with fo much Generoſity; 
p 


without hazarding your own, I ſhall be indebted tc 
© you for all my quiet, and ſhall never find any Recom- 
* pence worthy of you. Memnen, over-charged with Grief, 


made no reply; bur raking leave of, rhe King, with Tous 
Obeyſance, went directly ro Oxyartes's Chamber, and com- 


ing to his Bed-fide, that Prince no ſooner ſaw him, bar 


he turned away his Eyes, and by fome Sighs, which he 
could not retain, made ix appear, that he was touched 
with his fight, and that he hardly could endure it; but 


Memnon meaning to put him out of that ill Humour, and 


drawing near him with confidence, Sir (ſaid he) for the 
Love of the Gods, and for the Love of Barſina, behold” 


me no longer as an Enemy : I came not here to triumph 
over you, by the advantages Fortune has blindly given 
me; bur I come to deliver them up to you, to abandon 


a A MA 
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whom you are more worthy than I. 


- 


Oxyartes's Reſentments againſt Memnon were not fo 

great, but that a good part of them were preſently diſ- 
ſipated by theſe words, and he ſcarce had heard them; 
but turning towards him, with more fnddenneſs than his 
weak eſtate could probably have ſuffered, Nya (ctyed 


he) Memnon, * it to give me Barſina that you are come 
to viſit me 2 Tex, vr, f 


danger, Ah ( cryed the Prince) f one muſt die, I know 


how to die as well as you ; and my $ parit will be 10 more | 
daunted than yours with the Image of Death: I fear it, per- 


chance, as little as you on do; and if veu have no other 


You 
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all my Prerenfions, and in fhort to yield you Batſina, of 


replied Memnon ) it i Barſina 1 
reſign to you ; and you may recover, upon the aſſurance that 
ſhe ſhall be no more diſputed with you. And what will Mem- 
non do (added the Prince) if he loſes Barſina ? He dre, 
( anſwered Memnon) and it is more juſt that he fhould die, 
than that the Life of Prince Oxyartes ſhculd any longer be in 


—_ 


die far from you, that I may not trouble by my Death, 


* fince my Fortune will be Glorious, if I can but eſta- 


Love, which is a rigorous effect of Duty. 


580 De Hiſtory Part . 


you would ſave me from, If I had cer a milder, I make 
uſe of it ( ſaid Memnon) to content you, without amuſing your - 7 
Jelf about things that are too trivial to oppoſe the ſafety of 1 
ſueh a Prince as Oxyartes: Tour Death would draw the In. - 
 precations of all Perha upon me, and Darius would have juſt | 
occaſion to deteſt the Ingratitude of a Man, who, by the loſs 
of a Thouſand Lives like his, cannot repay the ſmalleſt part | 
of what he owes him. i * 15 5 s 
Ar theſe words, withoyr ſtaying for a Reply, he went 
away in-ſo ſtrange a condition, that he could hardly have ; 
been known by his moſt familiar Friends. As he had 
done that Action without making me acquainted with it, ; 
and believing that I would find juſt cauſe of complaint { 
againſt him, for ſeeing him fo lightly quit Pretenſions, 
in compariſon: of which he had bur a few days before 
deſpiſed the Empire of A/ia, he had not the confidence rq 
come into my Preſence, or perhaps fearing he ſhould wan; 
Reſolution in taking leave of me for rhe departure he had \ 
before determined; all that he did, to bid me Farwel, 
was, to get free from all Company, and ſhut himſelf yp 


* 


in his Chamber to write meg a Letter; the words, as 1 


remember, were theſe. 


Memnon to the Princeſs Barſina. 


© I leave you, my dear Princeſs, ſince my cruel Deſtiny 
© ordains it me, and I can no longer diſpute you againſt 
the Brother of Darius, and the Brother of Darius dying 
for you: It is not, perhaps, that I want Courage to 
defend my Intereſts; bur I can no longer defend them 
© againſt the Goodneſs of my King, who could, and per- 
© adventure would, at laſt have taken that from me, by 
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* his Authority, which I gave up to him by a too juſt 


* Acknowledgement, Yer do not believe I leave you with- 
* out alſo leaving my Life: I am going to die, bur I will 


© the Feliciries I give unto my Rival, and thoſe to which 
* you are deſtined, with a Prince worthy of you: I be- 
* ſeech you to have but a moderate ſenſe of my Loſs, 


* bliſh yours; and never attribute that to any want of 
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When I received this Letter from one of his Servant, 
after his departure, you may eaſily judge of my Sorrow. 
at the reading of it; ſincę ir is very true, that I loved 
Memnon as much as he oughr to defire, and fince I never 
had been ſhaken in my firſt Affection, by the adyantage 
I might have hoped for in Prince Oxyartes ; my Grjet was | 
ſo exceeding. violent, that it almoſt deprived me of all | 
Senſe and Underſtanding ; and, I think I had ſunk under 3 
ir, if I had not been well aſſiſted by the endeavours of | 
thoſe about me: I pouied forth my Tears with all man- 4 f 
per of liberty before my Friends, who approved of my 
Affection; and I made them all fo far concerned in my 
Grief, that their Faces ſeemed little different jfom mine. 
But as dark as the Night was, wherein Memnon departed, 
Hydaſpes and Cophes, my Brothers, would needs take Horſe 
and ride in ſearch of him; and though I was little in a 
condition ro do it, they wonid by all means have me 
urite two or three lines to him, believing that they would 
be more powerful to bring him back, than all the Per- 
ſwaſions they could uſe; I ſatisfied them, and with much 
ado wrote theſe few words, which I gave them for him, 


— 
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Barſina to Memnon. 


* I never will pardon you the Injury you do me, if 
you repair it not by your return; nor will Jever call 
that, other than an effect of your Ingratitude and For- 
* gerfulneſs, which Duty could never have exacted from 
© you, Live, and come back again, if you will have me 
| live ; and ſtrive nor ſo much to be faithful and acknow- 
© ledging ro Darius, as thereby to become falſe and un- 
* grateful ro Barſina, "os | 


That Night was the moſt crnel one I ever had paſſed 
in my Life ; but if ir was ſharp to me, it was favourable 
to the Health of Prince Oxyartes: And he fell into a ſweer 
Sleep, at the end of which his Feaver was much abated, and 
ſoon after he recovered his Health, with which he obtained 
a gallant Victory over his Mind. The Carriage of Men- 
non, who had ſo generouſly given his own Life for the 
preſervation of his, had wrought ſo far upon him, thar 
from that very moment he had reſolved to make himſelf. 
Maſter of his Paſſion; wherein he could hope for no Sa- 
tisfaction, but by the ruin of ſo generous a e wy: 
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found it extreamly difficult, as he confeſſed to us after. 
ward; but having a very great Courage, he did ſo ef. 
fectually repreſent to himſelf what he thought he really 
owed to the Vertue and Action of Memnon; that though 
he could not diſpoſe his Mind to forget me, he brought 
it to quit me to Memnon, and rather to ſuffer al! things 
than to croſs his Pretenſions any longer; and when the 
King came early into his Chamber, Sir (ſaid he) I ſhall 
live, nay more, I will live withour Berſina, if it pleaſe 
© the Gods: Memnon had reſigned her to me our of an 
© exceſs of Love and Reſpect to you, but I am now in 
© a condition not to abuſe his Goodneſs. The King was 
tranſported with Contentment at theſe Expreſſions, ſo un- 
expected to him, and embracing his Brother with a great 
deal of Tenderneſs, Ah (ſaid he) if that which you tell 
* me were poſſible, how much Glory would you reap by 
© that Action? And how infinitely ſhould I be indebted - 
to you? It is poſſible, Sir, ( replied the Prince) and 

© you ſhall quickly ſee proofs of it. 
Whilſt they were in this Converſation, my Father came 
in, and told them of Menmor's departure, and ſhewed them 
the Letter he had left: the King upon reading ir, ap- 
peared exceedingly afflicted; and the Prince having heard 
i, Ah (cryed he) let me rather die, than cauſe the Death 
of gener Memnon: And turning to the King, Sir (ſaid 
he} for the ſake of the Gods, ſend after him ſpeedily, and 
tet him be aſſured, that I renounce Barſina ; and that I will 
renounce her, without dying for her, The King delayed not 
a moment to put in practice whar the Prince defired ; 
tending a great many Horſemen every way, with a ſtrict 
Commiſſion to bring him back  where-ever they ſhould 
find him; ard amongſt others, Prince Artaxerxes joytully 
undertook that charitable Office. My Father came pre- 
ſently after to my Chamber, and gave me an account of 
all that had paſſed; and the Relation he made me of Ox- 
yartes's change, with the Orders that were taken to bring 
Memnon back, gave me hopes that drew me partly our of 
chat depth of Sorrow, which had overwhelmed me; and 
my Brothers had that good ſucceſs, by their extraordi- 
nary diligence, that as ſoon as Day appeared, they found 
Memnon, who had been retarded by loofing his way in 
the dark of the Night, on the ſide of a great Wood: 
Memnon, who reſolved to get away from us as far as 
poflible he could, and ſeek Death in the Wars of ſome 
11 ; | . N ve . 


* 


wx 3 


* 1 


Ah, Sir how neceſſa 


very 5 remote Country Was very much ſur rized at this : 
encounter, and if it had been poſſible for bim to ſhun ir 
wy Brothers had employed their pains to very little pur- 


e. | | 

As ſoon as Hydaſpes came up to him. What Memon 
{ faid he) do you Leave us on this faſhion, and if you Loy- 
* ed Barſina could you be Capable of ſo Strange a Change. 
© It is becauſe I Love her too well (Anſwered ſorrowtul 
* Memnon) I forſake her, and if without dying I could ſee 
© her in the Arms of my Rival, I would not leave my Na. 


tive Country for ever, and my Friends that are dearer to 


me then my ſelſ. You ſhall not Leave us (replyed - 
* daſpes) or at leaſt we will follow you, whitherſoever 
* you go if my Siſter's earneſt entreaties added to ours have 
not power to make you return; wich theſe Words he de- 
© livered him the Letter I had Written, which he Read be- 
* dewing it with his Tears, and often Kiffing ir, and hen 
* his griet gave place to his Speech. O Barfina ( cryed he) 


how Miſerable am I in not being able to enjoy that For- 


tune rowhich you raiſe me by your goodneſs, and how much 


happyer had I been to have died in thoſe dangers, to whichOx- 
* zartes expoſed me for the love of you, than to ſee my ſelf re- 
* duced to the cruel neceſſity of forſaking you withont dying. 
Then turning towards my Brothers, I did not doubt (pur- 
© ſued he) but that the Princeis Barſina had a great deal of 
© Goodneſs, and thar ſhe would make ſome attempt to recall 

me from the Grave, either by your Solicitations or out of 
* her own generoſity: but in the Terms I now ſtand her 
Pity is unprofirable to me, and though I were not driven by 


© © my deſpair, the Engagement of my Word will never ſuffer 


me to ſee her more. What (replyed Hydaſpes Impariently) 
* will you then ſhew ſo little Friendſhip to us, and ſo little 
Conſideration for Barſina's deſires? Alaſs ( ſaid forrowfull 
© Memnon) there is the miſery of my Condition, ſince 
© baving Obeyed her all my Life, in the moſt difficult mat- 


ters, Tam Conſtrained to diſobey her in thoſe that are moſt 


pleaſing and moſt Advantagious ro me. He was ſpeaking 
on this manner when good Fortune brought Arrazerxes - 
thither. Ar the ſight of that Prince, e Hydaſpes cy ẽe d, 
y to us is your Preſence and Authori- 
„ty with a Man who will no longer Know us. I ſhall 
* have more Credit then you, anſwered rhe Prince, and no 
doubt but I ſhall perſuade him to return, by the News I 


bring him. When turning 10 Memon, Sir (ſaid he) Barſina 
| 1 5 | 3 
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"tis $0 you he has penerouſly reſtored her as ycu had refigned her to 


Oxyartes and the King's pleaſure, upon which Memnon 
found his Condirion exceedingly changed, and remaining no 


would be roo weak to expreſs: yet it had in it ſome allay 
of doubts and fears; But he no ſooner arrived at the Court, 
than the aſſurances he had from the Prince himſelf, made 


ing to his Bedſide with me, whom both the King and my 
Father would needs have preſent, Oxyarres, uſing ſome Vi- 
this manner. „ 8 
I have a great deal of Reaſon to complain of you, 
© Memnon, ſince in all your Actions you have ſought my 


| © * have not been ſatisfyed with having conquered me all 
manner of ways, unleſs you had alſo the Glory to Tri- 


cy in Croſſing your pretenſions, and over the cruel de- 
ſigns I had againſt your Happineſs, and againſt your Life, 


| Actions by a force I have uſed upon my Paſſion, and per- 
: ha you tought not better when you Conquered me, than 
© I did when I overcame my ſelf. I will not tell you that 
| a Barſma is no longer in my Heart. It would have been 
very difficult to eraſe ſuch deep engraven Characters in 
| ſo ſhort a time, bur I promiſe you, ſhe ſhall never be there 
to do you any prejudice, and that if by time and Reaſon 
Tam not able ro Baniſh her out of ir, the place ſhe fhall 
* poſſeſs there ſhall never give you any Caufe of Jealouſie or 
* Complainr againſt me. Do not by an excels of Genero- 
ſity oppoſe the Reſolution I have ſettled, you would but 
©*vainly combare a deſign, which nothing is capable to di- 
vert, and to take away all the Scruples that your Com- 
7 paſſion might have to my preſent condition, know that ir 
* ſhall be without dying Ile quit all my pretenſions to 
? you, and that Barſina is no longer neceſſary to ſave my 
Oxyartes ſpake to this effect, and Memnon who had at- 
tentively hearkned without interrupting him, anſwered in 
- thele Terms, | | f 
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olence upon his Thoughts ro expreis himſelf ſpake in 
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7 burs,ſhe 1 1 lon ger neceſſ. ay for the ſafety of my Unhile's Life and 5 
him, And then he proceeded to tell him all the Words of 


longer obſtinate, he returned with a Joy, that Words 


them vanith like a Miſt before the Morning Sun: for com- 


© ſhame as much as your own advantage, and that you 


* umph over me: your Generoſity has without doubt gains | 


d d an entire Glory over my Ingratitude, over my obſtina- 


but allo I have endeavoured to repair my nnworthy - 
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1 never doubted, Sir, but that you had Wein fuf- 


© ficient to compaſs rhe moſt difficult Enterprize ; and 


© the proof you give. of it to day confirms that Belief. 
© moſt powerfully ro the World: I know, Sir, that wirh- 
out being unworthy, I cannot abuſe the Favours you 
do me; bur alſo, after your Command to the contrary, 
I cannot, without Diſobedience, oppoſe the Will of my 
prince: I will therefore ſhur my Eyes, ſince you en- 
© joyn it me, againſt all the Reaſons that argue againſt 
my Happineſs, and will blindly receive the Fortune you 
give mie, fince it comes from a Hand, from which I can 
* refuſe nothing. | 3 ; 
Memnon held his Peace at theſe words, and by his Acti- 
ons made known to the Prince that the fear he had of dif- 
pleaſing him, rather than the conſideration of his own In- 
rereſt, obliged him to obey : The Prince, upon this, pur 
forth his Hand, and then turning towards ms, © Coufin 
(ſaid he) © pardon me the Diſcontents I have made you 
* ſuffer; and if I no more demand Proofs of your Af. 
fection ro Memnons prejudice, will you nor grant me 
© thoſe that nearneſs of Alliance may yet give me leave 
to hope for from you? I then looked upon Artabaſus, 
and Having received a Sign from him that T might re- 
ply, Sir (ſaid I) whilſt I live, I will preſerve the Re- 
* membrarice of what I owe ro your Perſon and to vour 
* Goodneſs ; nor will I ever recede from the Relpect, to 

* which I am obliged both by Birth, and by rhe 'At- 
fection wherewith you have honoured me. Oxyartes 
appeared fatisfied with theſe words; and then the'Kirſg 
mingled himſelf in our Converſation, with a great deal 
of Intereſt, and teſtify d an extraordinary Joy to ſee us in 


ſo fair a way to our Happinelss + 

I hall only necd to tell you further, That upon this 
the Prince recoyered his Health, and punctually obſer. 
ved all that he had promiſed ro Memnon; but he re- 
ſolved not to marry, reſiſting the King's defires, who 
would have matched him to one of the Daughters of 
King Occhus, his Predeceſſor; and after our Marriage, he 
carried himſelf fo diſcreetly, that Memnon never found 
any occaſion of Complaint from any of his Actions. 


This is all I have to tell you; and yon will give me 


leave to paſs over the great Actions poor Memnon did 
afterwards againſt Alexander, whereby he gained aa Im-. 
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mortal Reputation, and acquitted himſelf of what he 
owed to the Goodneſs of his King. He died full of 
Glory for his Prince's Service, afrer having made all 


As judge with how much Juſtice he merited his Af. 


fections; and I remained in the World after him, to be 
expoſed to theſe long Miferies, the Gods have ſent me 
as a puniſhment of having out-lived ſo amiable and ſo 


0 illuſtrious a Husband. 


Barſina made a ſtop at theſe wards, ro wipe away . 


Tears that were fliding down her fair Cheeks at that ſad 


Remembrance; and then, you know the reſt, Sir, ( conti. 
nued ſhe) as the Abode I made at Damaſcus, after Mem. 
non's Death, where I was comforted by your Preſence, 
and where I was made a Priſoner with you, you 


know my long Caprivity with the Princeſſes, and. all 
that befell me till your departure from Suſa, and till 
my Arrival in this Camp: I will only add, Thar fince 
that time, whether it were by reaſon of my Captivity, 


during which O hartes continued with the King his Bro- 
ther, or of his being taken up with the Employments 
Alexander put upon him 2fterwards, which engaged him 
to long Journeys, or of the abode he made in thoſe 
Provinces, which he gave him at his return to Suſa, I 


have ſeen him but very little; and it is only ſince 
my arrival in this place, I perceived the renewing of 
thar Affection he had born me in former rimes; he firſt 


gave me the knowledge of ir by his Looks, and afte- 


wards by orcs, that ſhewed neither an Inſenſibility nor 


an Indifference toward me. 


The end of the Third Book 7 
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PRince Orcondates having left the Ladies to what further 


Converſation they ſhould pleaſe to entertain them- 


ſelves with about their Affairs, went to aſſemble the 


Princes in the Tent of Lyſimachus, there deliberately to 


debate the Meaſures that were to be raken for vigorouſly 
preſſing on the Siege of Balylon; ſeeing all the Forces 
they expected were now arrived, and the Engines were 
framed for the facilitating their ſcaling thoſe mighty 


Walls, the Form of which would be too tedious, and not 
very neceſſary here to deſcribe: And in this Council ir 
was firmly reſolved, that ſpeedy Endeavours ſhould be 
uſed to put an end to the lingering War, that had al- 
ready coſt the Lives of ſo many gallant Men, and ac- 
cording all the Troops were in a readineſs to fall on 
when the appointed Signal ſhould be given; and having 
taken a Man who came to ſpy their Camp, upon Exami- 
nation they found, that Nabarzanes, that Monſter of Men, 
who, with wicked Beſſin, had dippd his Hands in the 
Blood of Darius, was advancing with about Twelve Thou--- 
ſand Men to force his way through their Camp imo the 
City, chinking ro find them unprepared : His very Name 
hook the Princes with Horror and Deteſtation, and made 


Prince Artaxerxes entteat che zeſt, that he mighr * | 
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lead a Party againſt him, to Revenge his Father's Death 


in the Deſtruction of that Trayror ; and they all judging © 
it mot peculiarly belonged to him, he delayed not to 
ſer forward with an equal Number of Troops, whilſt 
Sthers advanced to hinder the ſallying of thoſe in the 
City, whom they could nor bur conclude, would do it 
to favour Nabargazes, that he might more ſecurely enter 


wich choſe Forces he had raiſed in his Province, and 


brought to their aſſiſtance: This ſucceeded as they wiſhed 


for. The Prince of Perſia, with Lyſimachus, Orontes, and 
other valiant Commanders, gave thoſe Troops Nabarzanes 


bad broaghr a oral defeat, fo that very few eſcaped : 


Artaxerxts took the Traytor in his ſtrong Arms, and 
drawing him out of his Saddle, judging him unworthy 


of a Soldier's Death, after his horrid Crime, he delivered 


him ro Chriſton, who conveyed him ro the Camp; and 
at ſarhe inſtant, rhoſe who had ſallied were beaten 
back wird conſideræble loſs: And rhe Prince, returning 
Victorious, was received with many Expreſſions of Joy: 
And by all their appointment, Seleuchs paſſed Sentence on 
Nabarſanes, that he ſhould have the ſame Fate that Beſſis 
underwent, which was to be pulled to pieces, by Trees 
bent down with great Weights, and faſtened by Cords to 
his Legs and Arms, which ſuddenly let go, did that Exe- 
cution in a moment; which was looked on by many as 
too mild a Death for ſo notorious a Traytor : Vet in this 
rhe Succeſfors of Alexander did, in ſome meaſure, repair 
the fault he had committed againſt the Intereſt of all 
Kings, and againſt his uſual Magnanimiry, in ſparing the 


Life of that wicked Man, at the Interceſſion of Bapoas 
- the Eunuch; and no longer deferring what was intended 


a the Ciry, they drew their mighry Engines to the 


nately ' defended ' às they were afſaulted; many valiant 


5 fell dead on both ſides: The Beſieged made uſe of 


things for their defence, and by the advantage they 


had in the hight of the place they were upon, all manner 


of Weapons became more effectual; . they caſt down 


Stones of a prodigious Weight, which rarely fell without 
Deſtruction ; and darred Fireworks, skilfalty compoſed, 
Which did conſiderable Execution amongſt the Soldiers, 


r 
FTbouland Men loft their Lives in leſs 


chan an Hour in 
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x Falls With Cables, and placed their ſcaling Ladders to 
- the Batrelments. But thoſe ſtrong Walls were as obſti- 
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lain with an Arrow, Demetrius ſhot through the Hand, 
Orontes was laid for dead ar Thaleſtris's Feet, and Prince 


Artaxerxes beaten down with a weighty Stone, which dif 


abled him for F all the reſt of the day. 


Perdicas, Caſſander, and their Companions, who by ma- 


ny tokens found their ad vantage, proud of that good Sucs, 
ceſs, encouraged their Men, Tis not a flight attempt 
they) for Perſians and Scythians to force the Walls 


( | 
of Babylon, when defended by the Succeſſors of Alexan- 


der: Behold the laſt Day of the War, and the Day thar 
our Enemies ſhall bury themſelves. under them, as in 
© Graves prepared for the Funerals of all their whole 
* Army. Theſe words, and others to the ſame effect in 


many places, ſerved only to animate the Beſiegers, and 


make them perſiſt in their deſign with a ſtrong Confi- 
dence and Reſolution, and kindled ſuch a Fury in them, 
that they renewed the Attacks with greater Vigour than 
they had ar firſt begun them; and particularly Prince 
Orcondates, who had heard part of theſe taunting Boaſts 
tirtered by his Enemies, having bluſhed- at thoſe Re- 
proaches, caſt an ireful Look towards the Battelments, 
and threatning his Enemies both with Arms and Voice; 
took a Ladder in his Hand, and covering himſelf, with 
his Shield, he clapt it againſt the Wall, and immediately 
mounting, Follow me (ſaid he to his Men) here it's we 
muſt either ſeek for Fame or Burial : And paſſing through 


all the Showers of Stones and Arrows, manger all Ob- 
ſtacles, and all Reſiſtance of the Enemies, he got ar laſh | 

to the top of the Ladder, and carching hold of the Battle- 
ment, he was going to throw himfelf upon the Wall; 


when he found Ariſtion there, who forbad his Paſſage 
with ſo weighty a Blow, that bur for the help of te 
Batrſemenrt he had already ſeized upon, he, in the po- 
{ture he chen was in, had been, withonr doubt, over- 
rurned on the 8 of thoſe that followed him; he ſtag- 


gered 2 while, but ſoon recovering himſelf, and having 


taken fitre footing, whilſt Ariſtion prepared to ſecond his 


former ſtroke; be prevented it by a back Blau, which 


thar kind of Combat, more than Four Thouſand wers 
wounded; and even among the Princes, Menander was 


cut his Hand he had lifted up quite off by rhe Wriſt, agg 


madE him looſe his Courage, and quit the place. The. 


fierce Prince of St5tbja bad no ſobner driven. him away, 
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to the top of the Wall : yet it pleaſed his deſtinies, that g 
part of the Battlement he had held by fell, by the force 


e uſed in ſtriving to get up, upon thoſe that followed him 
and overthrew them all with the Ladder, either killed or 
wounded ; whilſt raoſe that oppoſed the other Ladders that 
were raiſed, caſt them down with thoſe upon them headlong 


into the Moat where many were drowned, which not only 


rook away the advantage they had gained, bur alſo the 
courage of attempting to ſcale any more at that time. 
Thoſe that defended the place where Oroondates was got- 
ten up, were immediately ſcattered ta avoid the Death they 
feared to meet with in the point of his Sword; but when 
they ſaw him alone, and that by the crys of their Compa- 
nions they had learned the fate of thoſe that were coming 


after him, they tecollected their Spirits, and getting toge- 


ther again began to compaſs him, he ſoon perceived the 
misfofrune he was fallen into, and turning his Eyes from 
the. top of the Walls towards the Camp, he was unreſolved 
whether he ſhould precipitate himſelf into the Moat rather 
than ſubwir himſelt to the mercy of his Enemies. Muſt I 


(laid he to himſelſ with a deep ſigh) give my Enemies the 


Joy to Triumph ro day over my Life, and over my Liberty. 
This rhoughr afflicted him moſt ſenſibly but he had not 
the Leiſure to ex preſs it in fuller Terms, they only gave him 
time to ſell him that dearly which they would have taken 
from him, and with this reſolution which he took very ſud- 


deenly, ke ruſned like a Lion into the midſt of thoſe that aſ- 


their fall which they had in Vain endeavoured to avoid: the 


df Enemies, thronging from all parts, and his Sword with 
the Violence of his Stroaks flying in pieces, he found a ne- 


— 


- 
7 


ſaulted him, and with his two firſt blows having layed rwo 


of the forwaredeſt Dead at his Feet, he made their Cham. 


pions know that he was not yet their Priſoner, though he 
were ſnut up within their Walls the breadrh ar the Top 
which was of rwo and thirty Foor affoarded them.room 


enough ro fight in, bur ir often times proved too narrow 


for thoſe who flying the Point of his fatal Sword to the very 
brink, fell down into the Streets, nnd found that Death by 


moſt terrible objects that had ever been ſeen were nothing 


in Compariſon to what the Prince of Scythia appeared ro 
thoſe that oppoſed his fury; he had already covered the 


fiene on which he fought with the Bodies of the Slain, but 
being tired with Slaughter, and ſurrounded by a Multitude 


ceſſity to retire a little, but as they preſſed on him, he catch. 
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in danger of Incurring her diſpleaſure. 


* 


ed a Sword from one of them, and upon that little takin 
breath, he renewed the Combar as fierce as ever, thinking 
upon the means to prolong his reſiſtance, after having 


oyverturned thoſe with a ſhock that ran firſt to ſeize upon 


him; bur when he had done ſuch Wonders in Arms as 
ſcarcely can be credited. and brought a fear on that great 
Ciry, and all hopes of being ſuccoured were taken away, he 
was crowded upon by ſuch mulrirudes that though he gave 
many of rhetn Death” in the Attempt, there were yet e- 
nough remaining to ſeize upon him on all ſides, and with 
much ſtruggling threw him down, and then opprefling him 
with the weight of their Bod ies manacied thoſe Valiant 
Hands in Chains, that were worthy to hold the Scepter of 
the Univerſe. Ars | | 
When the Prince beheld himſelf in this eſtate, his De- 
ſpair prompted him to have thrown himſelf headlong from 
the Walls, and ſo have prevented a deteſted Caprivity- by a 
reſolute Death; bur thoſe who perceiv'd his Intention pre- 


vented it: nor was it long e er the bravery of his Courage 


made the Captain that had him in charge ſo much his 
Friend, that upon promiſing ro go with him quietly he took 


off his Chains, and he was convey d with a ſtrong Guard 


towards a Place not far diſtant till the pleaſure of Roxana 
and Perdicas cou'd be known in the further diſpofal of a 


Priſoner of ſuch great importance. And as he was led 


through the Streets of Babylon without Sword or Helmet, the 
Inhabitants beheld his brave aſpect with admirarion, they 
recalled the almoſt Loft Ideas of him into their Minds, 


and remembred that they had formerly ſeen that Gallant 


Prince in their City, and adored in the Court of Darius 
their King. He was gone but a little way when falſe 


Arbates Croſſing the Street, had the Chance to fee him, he 


no ſooner caſt his Eyes upon the Princes Face, but be 


Inſtantly knew him, and at that encounter ar firſt his Aſto- 


niſhment was ſo great that he was not able to ſpeak a word, 
but at laſt addreſſing himſeif ro the Captain. Neander (ſaid 


he) whether do you carry this Priſoner. He told him only 
to put him in a place of ſafety till ſuch time as Perdica 


ſhould be at leaſure ro ſee him. It will concern yow hig 
laid Treacherous Arbatet) to go and preſent him to the Queen, 


and for'this Service you will not miſs of a Conſiderable reward, 


+4} 
S 4 .» 
— * 


and if vou do it not after the notice I have given, ou will be 


EE ALE > 
* 2 - 
. 8 _ 
4 * 4 13 4 


V 23 ; 8 bs 
7 1 8. 8 = 4 
DIY 21nd 
As Ds Ne er 
re, >, - Eo 8 
A * 4 4 x 


9 


0 
MEA ORE” 


* 26 
4 
0 1 ; 


P - The Hife Part V. 


Neanner needed no other perſwaſions to carry him before 
Roxana, when Arbates turning to the Prince (who could 
not ſo much as caſt his Eyes on him, but with ſcorn and 
contempt, nor deign to ſpeak one Word to him) Sir (ſaid 
he) I do you no I Office in cauſing you to be carryed before thi 
Queen, from whom you will receive very different uſage from 
what you could hope from Perdicas. Oroondates underitood his 


meaning but anſwered. no orherways but with frowns, 
and ſo ſevere a Countenance as made that diſloyal Man to 


Tremble at the ſight of him, whenturning to the Captain. 
Let us go Neander (ſaid he) where you intend to lead me 
* Roxana and Perdicas are equally mine Enemies, and it 
© 15 indifferent ro me whether I am Priſoner te rhe one of 
© to the other: yer was it not without a great deal of trou- 
© ble, he ſaw him ſelf carryed before Roxana, though he 
© had no leſs averſion for the fighr of Perdicas, and he alſo 
© believed ir was leſs ſhame to him to be abaſed before a 
* Woman than before a Man ; whom he could nor efteem 
; 8 one Whom he confidered as his unworthy Ri- 
Arbates, haſted away to tell the Queen the News before 
rhe Prince came to the Pallace, and to prepare her for an 
object, which in all probability ſhe could not behold with- 
our ſome diſturbance : his forefight was no more than neceſ- 
ſary, for ar a thing ſo unexpected, ſhe was ſo ſtrangely 


ſurprized, that in the firſt effect of her Aſtoniſhmenr, ' ſhe 


ſcarce had any underſtanding left, the exceſs of Happyneſs 
She found in that adventure made her for a while Incredu- 


lous of Arbates his report; but when ſhe thought ſhe 


1 


could no longer doubt of ir, and that ſhe had no more than 
a few Moments to reſolve upon the fight of thar Man, 
whom the had ſo much Loved, and whom ſhe ſtill Loved 


better than ber ſelf, ſhe diſtruſted ber own” ſtrength, for 


ſuch an action; and turning towards Heſione and Arbates 
It is not fir ſaid ſhe chat I ſhould fee Orcondates in the 
Condition I now am in, and in the preſence of a great 
many Perſcns, who without doubt will ablodve my weak- 
*.nefs, in the Change of my Copntenance; when I have 


ſertled mytſelf a little, I may ſee him with more Confi⸗ 
* dence and with more Liberty; but in the mean time I 


© will -have him lodged in the Pallace; and guarded by 


© thoſe that Guard my own Ferſon, w prevent any dan- 

get thar may befall him. And then She gave a ſtrict 

Command, thar his uſage ſuculd be noble, and nor ſo much 
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as Perdicas permitted to ſee him withour her Order; in 
which ſhe was punctually qbeyed, and the Prince found no 
uneaſineſs but in the reſtraint of his Liberty, and in that of 


his Love, being 4 all other things accommodated accord- 
ing to the grearnels. 
bore him; nar was Arbates, in hopes to N 2 2 part of his 
Crimes, -wanting in any thing to do him all the ſervices that 
lay in his Power, by the Hands of others, as knowing they 
would be utterly rejected from his mn. 
Whilſt theſe things paſſed, the Beljcgery, finding no ad- 
vantage to be gained at this time, drew off to their Camp, 
and ſo great was the grief of the Princes when they knew 
the Prince of Scthia was in the. Hands of their Enemies, 


that the 19 reſled it in a 2 ſenſible manger, and af- 


ter the firſt Emotions of their Sorrow had given Place to 
their Anger, they came to a reſolution, either ro free that 
Prince, or to Bury their Enemies in the Ruins of the City, 
if they ſnould uſe any violence towards him in the exrre- 


mities they might be reduced to, as doubting it would be 


very difficult by any Treaty to get Oroondates out of their 
Hands: ſince he was not only generally feared by them, 
as the moſt terrible Enemie they had to contend with, bur 
that Perdicas had a particular Intereſt in his Diſtruction, to 
ſecure his pretenſions to Statira; yet ſuch of them as knew of 
the great Love Roxana bore the Prince, were a little com- 
forted for a conſideration that ſhe would defend him, all 
that lay in her Power, againſt open or ſecret Machinatiens, 
which might tend to his hurt, as Perdicas for the like con- 


üderation had done Seatira againſt ber cruel, Inteng- 


Whilft the Princes were thus conſidering, Perdicas cane 
to 1 ö 
of that Day's. Sncceſs, in beating their Enemies from the 
Walls with confiderable Slaughter, he learned from her 
own Mouth, that Orcondates was a Pritoner in Babylon, 
of which before he had had but an uncertain Rumour, a: 


which a Joy brightned in his Face; he ſeemed tranſporte 


at thar News, and was not able to diſſemble the fear he had. 
been in of ſo dreadful a Kival.: When coming ro a !1e, 
more Moderation, Ab, Madam {({aid he) 55 it poſſible that, 
Oroondates x a Priſoner 2 He #s jo {anſwered the Q een, 


turning away from the Company of thoſe the ſuſpected ), 
but be u my Friſoner, as Statira.#-yours z and I pretend to hade 
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you well remember our agreement: And as I have not troubled 
you in your deſign upon Statira, I expect you ſhould trouble ne 
as little in what concerns Oroondates, even out of Generoſit 
vou muſt forbear to ſee him fer a few Days, leſt you ſhould ly 
into a Paſſion againſt « Rival, and againſt a Man whom | 
cannot keep my ſelf from loving. af 1 

She urtered theſe words with a ſmile ; and Perdica re. 
plied with much Reſpect, He that would ſerve you with 
* the hazard of his Life, will never trouble your Intentions; 
© and the leaſt I owe to her that leaves me Sratira, with ſo 
much Goodneſs, is to give up Oroondates to her abſolute. 
© ly; may the Gods aſſiſt you to make a greater progreſs 
© in his Heart, than I have done in the gaining upon that 
© Ingratefu] Princeſs; and may they diſpoſe things ſo, that 
. he, out of a juſt ſenſe of | that you offer him, may quit 
* that to me, which he can no longer diſpute againſt me, 
© withour Injuſtice ; I will not ſee him, till you ſhall pleaſe 


to command me, as well to give you this Mark of the 


Reſpect I bear unto your Will, as not to inſult over the 


£ Misforrunes of a Man, whom you judge worthy of your 


Affection. After this, and ſome other Diſcourſe upon the 
ſame Subject, Perdicas took his leave of Roxana, and went 
directly to Queen S:a:ira's Appartment; when finding Pa- 
ri ſatis with her, after his uſual Salutation, he told her how 


the Enemy was beaten from the Wall, and that Oroondates 


was a Priſoner in Balylon, with the manner of his being 


taken, and in whoſe cuſtody he was; and that ſhe need uot 


be in fear for him, ſeeing his uſage was noble, according 
to the greatneſs of the Love Roxana bore him. 


The Queen hearkened to this Diſcourſe with a mortal 

-. Sadneſs, though ſhe much doubred whether ſhe ſhould give 
credit to it, or reje & it, as an Arrifice of Perdicas, to ſound 
her Iaclinations; yer did ſhe diſſemble part of her Grief 


before him, and looking upon him with a Connrenance 
very little moved, If Croondates be a Priſoner ( ſaid ſhe ) 
yon have rcaſcn to be glad, ſince you were but in little 


* fafery when you had ſuch an Enemy before your Walls; 
„ bur if he be nor, your Policy is but fruitleſs, ſince nei- 
ther his being taken, nor his liberty, can change my 
Thoughts. Ir is not from his being a Priſoner (re- 


hed Perdicas) © that I expect your Change, bur I 10 
for fome advantage by it; and if be change firſt by the 
© favour of Roxana, you will no longer be obliged to the 


$. Conſtancy in which you perſevere towards him. “ The 
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i Part V. of Caſſandra. 1 


ſelf 


© Change of Oroondates, if he were capable of it anſwered” 
the Queen) ſhall never Authorize mine; and if he ſhouſd 
© become unfaithful, yet Perdicas ſhall never ſucceed Alea- 
ander in Statira's Heart; Perdicas well perceiving his 
Words at this time would bur vex her, was not willing to 


*.preſs her further, but taking his leave went whither he 


was called by the Importancy of his Affairs. 
The Queen was no ſooner at Liberty with her Siſter, to 
expreſs her thoughts, bur reflecting on the captiviry of her 


dear Oroondates, though in ſome uncerrainty whether it was 


true, or a device of Perdicas, it wrought ſo powerfully in 
her Mind, that after letting fall ſome Tears, Ab! Siſter 


{laid ſhe) with what a new Affliction the Gods overwhelm mes 


And what Offence had innocent Oroondates committed, to 
make him fall into the power of by Enemies? Is it that the 
Intereſt he takes in the Miſeries of this unfortunate Creature 


renders him guilty in their eſteem? Or, that having made 


me feel ſuch various Calamities, they will afflit me now with 
the only Croſs, which yet remained for me to ſuffer ® In 
bringing forth theſe words, a Flood of Tears guſhed from 
her fair Eyes; and the Princeſs. Parifatis, for all ſhe her 

as fo ſenſible of her Grief, uſed her utmoſt endea- 
vouts ro give her Conſolation : © Peradventure, Madam, 
{ ſaid ſhe) we ought not to take Orcondare's Capriviry for 


an effeck of his Misfortune and of ours; for it may 


© chance to be more advantagious for us that he is now 
* ſhut up within the Walls of Babylon, than if he were yer 
© before the Town, expoſed to all thoſe dangers which he 
out- braves roo daringly, and in whch he might perhaps 
© have mer his Death: He is in ſafery of his Life, ſince 


ede is in the Hands of Roxana, who loves him with too 


great a Paſſjion nor to divert all the Miſchief that can 


de threatned him from his Enemies, or from his Rival. 


Ah, Siſter, (replied the Queen) * it peſſible yeu ſhould have 
fo little knowledoe of Roxana's Humour, and that yeu ſhould 
no: judge, by our own Fortune, that after having vainly tryed 
all gentle ways with Oroondares, there 7s no Extremity ſa . 
great, to which ſhe 1s not likely to fly, They ſaid ' muck 


more to the like purpoſe, till Night came on, wh 


the Princeſs took her leave, and the Queen went to her 


Bed, but ſo 8 and diſturbed in her Mind, that 
: ER 


Sleep was a Stranger to her Eye. 


In the mean time, Prince Oroondates (though his uſage 


e could deſire in his Condition, yer irding he 
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BS. 1 NA ; Was 


F 1 * . 5 
$a 7 . 7 
7 


be 7 * 5 9 * 
4 fi * a a 7 a 1 9 29 * / Cz 
3˙4 * 46390 N « . 
* , 


/ 


76 The Hiſtory Part v. 


was a Priſoner to a Woman, he abſolutely deteſted for the 
many Miſeries ſhe before had made him ſuffer, in croſſing 
bis Love with Sratira; and that now he was deprived of 
that Liberty, which he hoped to have employed for the 
recovery of his Princeſs's and rendered unable 


even to fight in her Cauſe ) ſunk a little from his ordinary 


Conſtancy, and bore that beginning of his Captivity leis 
patiently than might have been expected from the great- 
neſs of his Courage ; eſpecially when he reflected, that in 
| hopes to gain upon him, Roxana might make ſome new 


arrempt upon the Life of Statira, whoſe Removal out of | 


the World might heighten her Expectations to prevail 
over his Aﬀections in the Condition he was in; as alſo, 
_ thar Lyſimachus, Arſaces, and others his dear Friends, were 
expoſing their Lives to hazards for his Quarrel, whilft him- 
ſelf was ſhur up, unable to aſſiſt them; and above all, 
that though Statira was parted from him but by a few 
Walls, yet he deſpaired of ſeeing her. 
Whilſt the Prince continued to afflict himſelf with theſe 
arp Conſiderations, he had notice by a Page, that Queen 
Roxana was coming to make him a Viſit: This ſenſibly 
added ro his other Afflictions, and her very Name made 
his Countenance change into a deadly Paleneſs; and he 
knew nor which way to prepare himſelf for the fight of a 
Perſon, whoſe very Remembrance he could not but ab- 
hor ; yet he did all he poſſibly could to diſpoſe himſelf 
to bear it, and ſcarce had he begun to ſettle his Counte- 


- nance when he ſaw her emer the Chamber, attended only 


Þy Heſbne, and another of her Maids ; and though he was 
forced to uſe a great Violence upon himſelf, yer did he 
advance to meer her, and ſtrove ro pay her what he be- 
| Heved was due to the Widow of Alexander the Great; 
and if he were in ſome Confufion, the Queen was in no 
Jeſs than he: And notwithſtanding all the Preparations 
with which the armed her ſelf, the could nor ſee the ſo 
beloved Face of that Mrn, for whom ſhe had ſuffered to 


much, and whom the had made ſo much to ſuffer, with- 


out being in a very great Perplexity of Mind: She looked 
upon him a while, with Eyes that ſufficiently diſcovered 


the Motions. of her Heart; I am come (ſaid ſhe) zo render 
Jou what the Quality of an Enemy, and the Condition of a Pri- 


ener of Hur, cannot tale away from your Birth and Vertue ; 
and to aſſure you, that your Fortune is not worſe by being fallen 
into our Hands, than it was when you fought before our Walls. 
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Though the Queen ſpake theſe words with a Grace that 


was common to bur very tew Perſons, and thar her Beaury 
was Capable to diſſipate part of any others Reſentments 


againſt her; yet the Prince was prepoſſeſſed with his, by 


ſuch juſt and powerful Morives, thar the ſenſe he was ob- 
liged to have of her civil offers, was hardly able to ſuſpend 
thar for a moment, which he had of the Miſeries ſhe had 
made chim undergo; yet did he force himſelf the beft he 
could : And being he bore a moſt perfect Reſpect ro the 
fair Sex, he ſtrove, for all he was fo much exaſperated 
to obſerve Decency, Tour Majeſty takes a Care (ſaid he) 
which I have never merited; and this favour is undeſernedly 
beſtowed upon 4 Priſoner, and upon an Enemy, like Oroon- 
dates. e nin 1 8 
II you are my Enemy ( replied Roxana) J am not 
yours; my Thoughts have ſtill continued in tlie firſt 
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eſtate, and as all the Teſtimonies of Affection which I | 


© have given you have not been able to touch your Heart, 
* ſo all the Marks of Hatred, which you have made ap- 


* pear againft me, both in your former and in your latter 


Actions, have not been able to change my Inclinations. 
* T had thought, Madam, ( replied the Prince, ill ſatisfy d 
with this Diſcourſe) 1 had been in a condition that 
would have freed me from hearing or from uſing Re- 


2 8 s but fince, by yours ro me, you give me ſome 
iberty ro juſtify my Actions, I wilt excuſe them no 


* other way, but by avowing them. It is true, I have 


the Thoughts of an Enemy againſt you, for the great 
* Injuries you have done me; yer it is not at this time 


* neceflary that I ſhuuld quicken your Memory with the 
* Repetition of them: You know vety well, that after 


© often having diſturbed my Repoſe by your ſubril Con- 


* trivings, you in the end have utrerly deprived me of it, 


by a Deceir without Example, and crvelly torn from. 
me all my Hopes, and all my Happineſs. Tis you alone 
that have plunged me headlong into this Gulf of Miſeries, 
wherein I have unfortunately languiſned out my Days; 


* it is by your means alone that I loft all; and when you _ 


; Wonght the Gods were preparing to reſtore it me, you. 


: 
- wou | | 
*.all my hopes of recovering ir: You forgot that you 


were a Woman, and a Princeſs, to change your ſelf into 

* a Fury armed againft my Life; and fo you could but. 

make me periſh, you never feared" rhe Shame you w. 
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"i * receive by ſuch a hortid Cruelty, nor the Remorſe 


*:of Conſcience that would have tortured you, for having 
© ſhed the remainder of the moſt illuſtrious Blood in the 
World. Theſe, Madam, are the gallant Marks of your 
Affections; and after this, could you. think ir ſtrange ] 


© ſhould have received them with Ingratitude, and that! 
* ſhould reſent thoſe crafty Practices which have been ſo 


* 


fatal to me. 

He would have proceeded, but the impatient Queen 
interrupting him; I muſt confeſs ( ſaid ſhe) I have done 
© all theſe Actions, with which you reproach me, and 
Actions which are extraordinary to my Sex, and per. 
* haps unto my Humour; yet theſe had, notwithſtanding, 
© been extraordinary marks of my Affection, if you right. 
* ly confidered them, and ſuch as would have drawn your 
Love and your Acknowledgment, inſtead of your Aver. 
© flon: Ir was for your ſake alone, that, from openneſs 


* 1 


and ſweetneſs of Temper, I ſtarted into Subtilty and 


Cruelty; and thar dreadful Change of Mind was no- 
< thing but a pure effect of this Affection, which you have 
© fo. ingratefully required. If ar firſt I troubled your 
© Repoſe, it was becauſe I thought you ſhould have 
< ſought it in none but me alone, ſince it was for you 


alone I had rejected mine. If I had recourſe to Sub- 


© rilty ro get you from my Rival, it was becauſe I be- 


© lieyved you ought to have been mine, as I was wholly 


© yours: and having, by the knowledee of your Ingrati- 
* rude, loſt the hopes of acquiring you, I was not wil. 


ling my Rival ſhon!d triumph in my Deſtruction: and 


ſome Bluſhes; and the Prince perceiving ſhe expected his 


© by rhele dangerous prodfs, you ought to judge of the 
* oreatneſs of my Affection, rather than that of my Rival, 


e when, with the price of your Blood, and the hazard 
© of your Life, you came to purchaſe her Liberty: And 
6 I, on the contrary, have loved you in your Ingratitude, 


© in your .Scorn, and even in the higheſt of your Pro. 
© vocations : I loved when you were armed for our Ruin 


before our Gates; and 1 love you ſtill, being newly en- 

© rered. into our Ciry, with your Sword in your Hand, 

* with-a defign, perhaps, to turn it againſt my Life. 
The Queen made a ſtop at theſe words, not without 


+ 


Anſwer, 


1 


dy the flender Proofs you have received from hers: 
+ * She hated you, as ſoon as ſhe perceived you not to:love | 
© her; ſhe baniſhed you injuriouſly from her preſence, 


l | 


Pay 


A „ K „„ aa = 6A ä «a a «„ a = „„ 


W „„ ww mm, ov FY an am A mm © AA. a ww ts ,, Oc 


part v. of Caſfandra. : | | 77 


7 = 5 


* e 


JJ ͤ ts i 


2 ww 
* 


© Anſwer, I do not deny (ſaid he) but theſe proofs of Affecti- 

© on which you alledged are very different from thoſe Sativa 
© has given me, and indeed I expect nor ſuch from her, and 
if ſhe had been capable to give them, I might perhaps have 
* been capable to loſe the reſpect and the paſſion I had for 
her. It was in itting me to ſee her, and to ſerve her, 
* that ſhe expreſſed her goodneſs to me, better than by Crimes 
© which could never enter into her thoughts without horrour; 
and by the knowledge J had of her, I received thoſe Fa- 


_ * yours as graces that were above a reaſonable ambition: I 


* wonder not that ſhe ſhould ceaſe ro Love'me, when ſhe be- 
© lieved me Ingrateful and perfidions, who in my greateſt 
* fidelity was unworthy of her affections, and by means of 
your cruel deceir, I was guilty enough in her pinion to 
* deſerve a Thouſand Deaths with the Baniſhmenr ſhe con- 
* demned me to, If ſhe hated me ſo long as my Innocency was 
* unknown to her, if ſhe Marryed Alexander, you alone 
* were guilry of the crime. If fince her Marriage ſhe bound- 
ed all her affections in the Perſon of the King her Husband 
* and could neither Love me, nor ſuffer me after my Inſtiſica- 
* tion, I accuſe nothing but her vertue only, and would not 
think it ſtrange, that a Princeſs who could not commit a 
fault, would not go beyond the Limits of her Duty for my 
ſake in brief Madam, though it were true that ſhe bad Ill 
* requited my Services, and my Paſſion, ſhe is ſuch a one as 
* merits all the performances of my Life without the leaft 
hope of requital; and Iam too proud of the advantage I 
have had above all other Men, to give a-moment of rhar 
Life ro the thought of an other glory or of an other Felicity. 
£ You might perhaps imploy it with better ſucceſs (re- 
* plyed Roxana) and though Stat ira were yet more worthy 
© of it than ſhe is, perchance ſhe may never be in a con- 
dition to acknowledge it: ſhe is in the Power of a Man, 
* that will rather periſh than abandon her, and you 
your ſelf may conſider that you are my Priſoner. My 
ill fortune has made me ſo (anſwered Oroondates) but this 
Captivity of the Body reaches not unto the Saul, or if my 
Soul be 4 Priſoner, it is in a Priſon out of which it never 
can or will be ſet at Liberty. Thus it is you ſhare Qroon- 
dates with Statira, but her part will certainly be her own, 
and you may happen quickly to looſe yours, by” the ſuc- 


cour of a great number of gallant Friends that fight for my 


deliverance. That Succour of your Friends (aid Roxans,) is 


net ſo certain as you believe, and the Succeſs of thy dan per- 
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Chance may hade covled them for a great myny others : bu | 
bope you will not need it, and that I ſhall make our Priſm 
ſo pleaſing to you, that you no more ſhall wiſh for Liberty. 1: 
5s with that defign. I defired you ſhould be my Priſoner partic. 
larly, nor would I leave that advantage to Enemies, you have 
amongſt us, whoſe interaſt in your ruin world perhaps have been 
more powerful in them, than the conſidera tion which ought to be 
had of your Perſ nm 
At theſe Words Roxana who deſired firſt ro try gentle 
ways, and not being willing to exaſperate the Prince by a 
longer Converſation, took her leave of him, when ſhe once 
more had promiſed him all che good Offices he could ho 
for from the Perſon who in all the World was moſt affedi- 
onate to him, and left him to reflect upon what ſhe had 
ſaid; bur in her return ſhe met with the Jealous Cafſander 
\ and Alcetas, and Caſſander either by his Spies or his owi 
gueſs concluding ſhe came from Viſiring Oroondates, flew 
into ſuch a paſſion as gain d him in rerurn of his violent 4 
expreſſions nothing but Contempt and Scgtn from Roxana, ou 
hen thinking to Wound her. in the tendereſt part, he 2 
vowed the Death of his Rival: but ſhe gave little heed to 
what he ſaid reſolving ro keep him ſafe, whilſt ſhe had hi 
Power, from any danger he could be able to do him, plac- 
ing ſuch Servants about him as ſhe could entirely confide in, I de 
| however he poured out his Threatning in a Tremenduous P. 
manner, and though Acetas rebuked him for the violence of 
his Paſſion, as alſo did Perdicas, who came to them a while 
after, yer all was too little ro allay rhe tempeſtuous rage of 1 
his Mind in ſeeing a Scyehian ſo highly prefer'd before him 
in the Queen's Aﬀections, and his officions Services utterly | 
flighred and neglected. He ſhaii die, (ſaid he to then! 0 
walking in a furious chafe) he ſhall die, that proud be 
uſurper. of Roxana's Affections, he that unjuſtly robs me of tic 
what himſelf diſdains though he be unworthy of it ; and af 
though by this Woman's Ingratitude I am little obliged to 
embrace her Intereſts, I in my revenge will give her hers, L 
and puniſh this Inſolent Man for hy contempt of her; 1 w 
upon Oroondates will revenge both, Caſſander and Roxana, 7 
and perchance I ſhall revenge my ſelf even upon Roxana by he 
giving Oroondates Death. If ſhe be reaſonable ſhe will think 8 
her ſelf beholden to me in what T ſhall have done for her Repu- 8 
tation, and if ſhe perſiſts in her Inpratirnde towards me, 1 ſhall = 
22 by having puniſhed her by the Beuth of a-Man ſhe by 
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ſhould have dictated, had not Perdicas left them ro mind his 
own Concernment, and Alcetas perſwaded him to put on a 


milder Countenance ro accompany him in a Viſit he pre- 


ſently deſign d to the Princeſs Pariſars ; and by the way 
they contriv'd a device to fee how ſhe ſtood affected to Lyſt- 
machus. They no ſooner enter d her Chamber bur. they 
might have read in her Eyes the diſpleaſure they did her by 
intruding on her privacy, and how little their Company was 
acceptable to her; yet in her Condition ſhe was conſtraind 
to ſuffer what ſhe could not avoid, when after a Diſcourſe 
about Indifferent matters her curioſity made her inquire a- 
bout the ſuccels of the laſt Action; and prayed Caſſander 
to tell her what he knew of it. He as it had been before 
contrived after having told her how Oroondates was taken, 
and in what quality he was a Priſoner, rold her likewiſe, 
that Eumenes and Polypercon had been Slain, and defting 
had yer left doubtful thoſe of Antigonus, Prolomes, Demetra- 
u and Lyimachus, who were Wounded as it was t 
hes! flee hopes of recovery, and that the laſt had 
carryed off Wounded, with many Arrows, and bruiſed 
wy mighty Stones with little ſign of Life remaining in 
im. 15 | : 
This though it was ſubcilly feigned ſtruck like a Thun- 
derbolr into the Soul of Pariſatis, although that virtucus 
Princeſs had till then lived with ſuch a Prudence and Dil 
cretion, as hardly ſuffered thoſe that frequented her malt 
Familiarly to Judge of the Truth of her Thoughts; yer was 
it moſt certain that ſhe Loved Hſimachus, and that the 
could not remember what he had done in ſerving her, and 
in what condition he had been with her, even by the will of 
Queen Syſgambu, without placing him in her eſteem, a- 


bove all the reſt of Manſtind: And upon this cruel Rela- 


tion of Caſſander, ſhe was no longer able to difſemble che 
affection ſhe had for that -Generous Prince, bur ſhewed 


more weakneſs chan ſhe had done in all the Actions of ber 


Life. Her Countenance Changed to a Deadly Palcnels 
when ſhe was falling into a Swoon. Alcetas perceived ir 
and as much an Enemie as he was to Ly/amachus, he could 
hor ſee her in that condition withaut a great deal of Com- 
Ne when ſteping to her be held ber up in his Arms. 
Jer averſion to him could nat defend her at that time {rom 
receiving his aſſiſtance, and in the condhion he ſaw her, ir 
made him repent What he had on̈trived with e 10 
te x oa 
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diſcover the Love ſhe had for Lyſmachus, and 10 ſooner ſhe 
came ro her {elf bur both of them Laboured to undeceive 


* 
* 


her, proteſting by the Gods, that they were altogether Ig. 


norant of what had befallen ro Ly/imachws, and that they 


knew no other than that he might be in perfect Health: 


2 the condition they had put her in made her but little 
Capable to credit chis retraction of what had been fo con- 
fidently affirmed by them: Though they uſed all the Ar- 
guments they were capable of to make her ſenſible for 
what conſideration they had pur her into a Fear, which 
they could not conceive would have been ſo dangerous to 
her repoſe, nor would ſhe give any real credit to this till 
Peuceſtas, whom ſhe eſteemed ro be Honourable and Gene- 
rous came in and confirmed ir, and then recollecting her 


fading Spirits, ſhe turned her Eyes upon Alcetas and Caſ- 


fander with an indignation worthy cf the Injury they had 
done her, being inflamed with an Anger that was nor ordi. 
nary in her, and by her Actions making them ſee they had 
mortally offended her; ſhe reproved them in the ſharpeſt 
terms ſhe was able ar that time to utter, and though C, 
fander, who was little concerned in what her reſentments 
made her expreſs againſt him, as little regarded it, yet 
Alcetas was nearly touched with her juſt Reproaches, and 
received them not wichour caſting his Eyes upon the Earth, 
and with ſome affiiction of Mind for having conſented with 
Caſſander to do ſo great a violence to a Princeſs to whom 
he had proteſted ſo much ſincerity, and to whom he bore ſo 
peſſionate an Aſſection. ; ; 5 . 

Madam (ſaid he) I beg your pardon for having de- 
©ceiv'd you, I ought ro have contented my ſelf with the for- 


© mer proofs I had of Lyſimachus s Happineſs, without uſing 


©rhis device to ſeek our what I before had but too plainly 
found. He would have ſaid more, but the Princeſs inter- 
rupting him; © You have (id ſhe) very well interpreted 
© the cauſe of my Illneſs, for the Death and Wounds of fo ma- 
ny Brave Men that have fought in our Quarrel; and I 
* ſhould find no cauſe to fear any Reproach for ir, if accord- 
© ing to your ſuſpicion ir were for Hſimacbus alone I fhew'd 
_ Frhoſe marks of Senfibiliry ; I pwe enough to the merit of 
© his Service and to that of his Perſon ro remember them 
without bluſhing ; and I owe ſo little to that of Alcets, 
chat ir ſhould never be his Intereſt that could make me re- 
. *penr it. In this, I follow bur the Will of Syigambs, the 

Counſel of my Siſter, the Deſire of Alexander himſelf, and 
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perhaps my own Inclination; but if I ſtood in need to 
Jjuſtify chat affection. to any Body Living, ir were leſs 
to Alcetas than to any one in the World. I demand no 


* Tuſtificarion (replyed Alcer 
* @ndiriagz to give my del 


as) though perhaps I am in a 
{ ſome Satisfaction: but 1 will 


f | nly | deman K that aMfſtance from you alone, which : my 


* Hands owe me againſt the Forrune of my 
chaps I might mak 


* 
1 


E 


m whom a feignet one had fo ſenſibly afflicted. 
That's the ſhort way (added Caſſander) and the moſt 


Rival, and 


6, Teafs be ſhed for a real Death by 


©'reafonable one, we both can purſue, and Tneither can nor 
© will make my (elf amends, for Roxana s contempt of me 
© by any other means, but the Death of Oroondates; Queen 
Statira who came in and overheard theſe laſt Words, was 


ſo touched with that Diſcourſe, that looſing all conſiderati- 


on of Caſſander, ] doubt not (ſaid ſhe caſting an Eye on 


© him inflamed with indignation) bur by the ſame Arms | 


© you made uſe of for the death of the King your Maſter, 
you may likewiſe compaſs the Death of a Priſoner : yet 
© T know very well if he were ar Liberty you would flee 


before him as you have often done very ſhamefully.' At 


theſe Words refuſing any longer Converſation with them, 


ſhe too 


x 


k her Siſter by the Hand, and entering with her 
into the Cloſer ſhut the dobr, rt. 


Caſſander being nettled by what the Queen had aid; flew 


into his uſual Impatiency at any Reproaches that were giv- 
en, him and bawling aloud that they might hear him; They 


reapi 


ſhall 


that Hlcetat gor' 
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CASSAN- 


are (ſaid he) the Perfians and the race of Darius, and not 
the Princes of Macedon, that are guilty of the Death of Alex- 

ander. They are Barbarians unworthy of his rule and of his 
_ Alliance, that have taken away the Life of their Conquerour and 
S their Maſter; and perhaps it was Oroondates h Rival 
and hi Enemy that made him periſh, to faciliate his poſſeſſion 
of the Daughter .of Darius; but I will prevent you both 
5 the fruit you pretend to by it, and you with Roxana 
Be puniſhed by the Death of that Barbarian you prefer 
before the Macedonian Princes; He would have ſaid more bur 
him out of the Chamber almoſt by force. 
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Don hat had paſſed in the Oity of ſeveral natures, 
che Princes in their Camp were only intent upon 
the Recovery of Oroondates, if a Priſoner; yet being ſome- 
what doubtful, but his daring Courage might have carried 
him to Death upon the Points of a number of their Ene. 
mies Weapons. To know the certainry, they fent Araxi- 
with a Trumpet to the Gates of Babylon: bur never was 
Man raiſed ſo ſuddenly from the depth oſ Sorrow to the 
Higheſt piich of Cortentment, as that faithful Servant 

ſo glorious a Maſter was, when he underſtood. from t 
Captain thar guarded the Gates, That the Prince of Sc). 
thia was net only alive, but free from any Wound, and 
in the Hands of Roxana, who treated him with all the 
Reſpect due to his Quality and to his Venue. He te- 


turned him infinite Thanks for this pleaſing News, and 


haſted back with it to the Princes, who received it with 


as great a demonſtration of Satisfaction as his; and im- 


medliately ſending for Seleucus, Nearchus, and Leonatus, they 


no fooner entered che Tent, where they were afſembled in 


Council, bur Prince Artaxerxes addreſſing his Speech to 
Seleucus, by the conſent of the reſt, Noble Seleucus (faid 


che) now we have nerd of your. affiftance for the Liberty of 

- Prince Oroondates; if the Enemies, into whoſe power he is 
Fallen, were as Generous as you are, we ſhould not be in any 
; fs fer him; but becauſe their Inclinations, and the Intcfct 
eben have in hu (Ruin, may ſuggeſt Thoughts wento them ven 


Fifferent from yours, we cannot bear .by Captivity without 


Very ſenſible Diſquiets : Mt offer you not now your Liberty, 
' that has been long at your own diſpoſal ; but we keſeech you 
0% make uſe of it to regain us what we have loſt : M wil 
ball no longer to Perdicas of Exchange; bat ſince your Health 
permits, you may retire, if you . | 
| | you are among it theſe 0 f your party, you will remember the 
Requeſt we make you to reſtore us Prince Oroondates. 


e, to Babylon; and when 


FSeleucu. 


| 
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* 
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_ * moſt power to obtain the freedom of the Prince, as you 
© require ; and if our Endeayours prove ineffectual, 


* Eſteem we have for your Vertue. Scleucus and his Com- 


 gotiation, Oxyartes, favoured 


grear Prince, no Jonger deferred to make known his con- 
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Foleucus eſteemed this Moxion very highly, and ſhewed | 


it in the manner of his Carriage ſo obligingly, as if he 


had wanted Words to expreſs the Senſe he had of it; 
wherefore he remained a, while without reply: ug having 
ſpent ſorne moments in 4 thought which way be ſhout” 
receive the Civility of the Princes; © By the former tryal, 
J made (ſaid he ar laſt) of my Credit wich Perdicas, E 
* ought to have loſt all the hope I had in his Friendſhup ; 
* neicher will I any more ground a Confidence upon ir? 
For our enlargement, Thar I will promiſe you chat of. 
© Prince Oraondates, the exchange would be too unequal z - 
* and there is nothing amongſt us all, that can pay the” 
* yaluc of ſo precious a Liberty; bur ſince you are 8 bs 


I ſhould make uſe of that you offer me, I will go into, 


the City with Nearchus, where we will employ our ut= 


give you my Word, that we will return to you, and 
„that we will bring back with us all the Forces that we. 
have in Babylon, gt „ 
Vou are free, without Condition, {replied Artaxerxes] 
and though we ſhould not be able to recover the Prince 
* by your Mediation, you are not at all engaged to return 
to us; but after that laſt proof, if you judge Perdica un- 
* worthy of your Aſſiſtance, and of your Friendſhip, We 
© ſhall receive them both, according to the Inclination and 


Fanion anſwered theſe Words with terms full of Acknow- 
edgment, and taking leave, prepared for their departure, 


having a Convoy allowed them ſuitable ro their Quali. 
_ Whilſt che Princes were EXPErung a return of this Ne- 7 
y the Interceſſion. of Prince 


Artaxerxes, Bernice, and others, who highly eſteemed that 


tinued Love to fair Barſma ; ir drew at firſt ſome Bluſnes 
in her Face, but after ſome Conteſtings, wherein the bur 

weakly ſtrove with her Inclination, when ar laſt Artaxerxes 
and Bernice, joyning ro ſecond what Oxyarres had ſtronglj 

pleaded on the behalf of his Love; Prince Oxyartes (laid #7 
Barſina to them ſeriouſly ) ſtands in no need of your Recom- — 
mendation to obtain from me all the Eſteem and all the A. 
knowledgment he in Reaſcn can deſire; though yours have 5 3 


- 


much power, that they might draw my Mind to greater Oi 13 
6: "a8 3 F 2 Their 
2 4 . 4 , ; x 


s 


4 


he difſemble it, bur forcing her Modeſty, ſhe caſt her Arms fo 
about him, and after having tenderly embraced' him, with A 
many Expreſſions of Gratitude, the asked him News about MW p: 
the King her Father: bur Theodates anſwered, He could 5 


x might prove dangerous to her Health, but he would leave 


„% e Hife Part v. 


f 
Their Converſation had enlarged it ſelf-further, if ir had 0 
h 
8 
tl 


not been broken off by a Meſſage, that a gallant Stranger 


was arrived at the Door of the Tent, and enquired for 
Arſaces: the Prince immediately went to conduct him in, 
and, to his unſpeakable Joy, found the Stranger to be no 
other than his dear Theodates, his faithful and his generous 


Friend: he run to him with open Arms, and embraced him v 
with tranſports of Joy, receiving no leſs affectionate En- 4 
- dearmenrs from him: it was ſome time before their Words m 


could find utterance, bur ar laſt, My dear Theodates (ſaid ſe 


the Prince of Perſia) the greateſt and moſt faithful of all my C( 
Friends, by what good Fortune is it poſſible that I hold you now h 


between my Arms? By mine, Sir, (anſwered Theodates) ſince fr 


T have eſtabliſhed my higheſt Felicities in the honour of your a 


Friensſhip, They were interrupted in their Diſcourſe by ſe 


the Princeſs Bernice, who came to have her ſhare in the MW de 
Joy of finding ſo dear a Friend, who had done her many th 
-fingular good Offices, and thoſe had filled her Heart with 0 


a juſt acknowledgment of Affection towards him; nor could 


tell her none of a freſh Date, it being a great while ſince ſe 
be came from Iſſedon, and having wandered through many 
. Provinces ro ſee if he could find her, and the two Princes. re 
Al dear Theodares, (ſaid ſhe, letting ſome Tears fall from en 
her fair Eyes) neitber ycu nor we receive à perfect Contents M 
ment in this meeting, ſince the Prince my Brother s.a Captive I A 
in Babylon. I Heard the News at my coming into the. Camp, o 
{replied Theodates, with a ſadder. Countenance) and nothing m 
could comfirt me in that Mi fortune, but the knewledge that Fa 
you are in a conditien quickly to reſtore him hs Libertr. la: 
After Theodates had received the Welcoms of all thoſe to 
worthy Perſons, he obtained leave to retire with Arſacen M © 
Orentes, and I y/imachus, where with a, ſorrowful Counte- 9 
nance, he told them of the death of the King of Scythia, 7 
after a ſhort Sickneſs, and his taking this Journey was 0 15 
ſeek Orcondares 2s his King, the Government being in the M thi 


Hands of Prince Carthaſis, his Uncle, to keep things in ve 
order and quiet till his return; and that he had forborn be- os 


fore the Princeſs Bernice to ſpeak of it, left her tender Heart Fra 
being pierced with a mortal Grief at ſuch a ſad Relation, 


m 


_ 
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that to Arſaces, or to her Nother, who would have more 
ower to prepare her for the hearing fuch unpleaſing 
Prince Artaxerxes generouſly. forgetting all the Injuries 
he had received from the King of Scythia, could mor bur 
give ſome Tears to the death of a Man, that was the Fa- 


” 


* 


ther of Bernice and Oroondates : he expreſſed his Sorrow in 


very compaſſionate Words; and when his ſtormy Grief was 
a little moderated, he asked about the Affairs of Scythia 
more particularly. Theodates told him, The People expreſ- 
ſed a longing deſire that their new King would ſpeedily 
come and take his Crown, due to his Birth, but more to 
his Vertues: That Stratonice, for the Grief ſhe conceived 
from the death of Arſacomes,and that of the King, and having 
a little before miſcarried of a Child, had ſequeſtered her 


ſelf from all Worldly Honours, in a Cloiſter of Virgins, 


dedicated to the Goddeſs Tellus, where ſhe reſolved to ſpend 
the remainder of her days; and that ſhe had repented in 


mn of rhe Injuries ſne had done him in favour of her 


Brother, and earneſtly entreared his Pardon : He rold them 


ſome other things that had happened, and briefly heard from 


Arſaces the Adventures that had befallen him ſince they 


. ſo that their Diſcourſe ſpun out the remainder of the 


ay; and after they had feaſted nobly in the Tent, they 
ſeverally berook them ro their Repoſe. „ 
In the mean while, Sclcucus and Nearchus (for Leonatus 


refuſed to go, reſolving to fight on the fide of the Princes) 


entered Babylon, with Araxis, who went in hopes to ſee his 
Mafter : They were received by thoſe of their Party with 
Acclamarions of Joy, fo that the Notice of their Arrival 


foon came to the Ears cf Roxana and Perdicas, who were 


much ſurprized ar it: Perdicas, with ſome ſhame in his 


Face for the neglect he had ſhewed to their Friendſhip, de- 


layed not to meer them; and as ſoon as he was near enough 
to be heard, going forward with his Arms ſtretched our, 


I welcome you my crucl Friends (ſaid he) with as much 
Affection as if you had not injured. that which is between 


* vs, with thoſe Inhumane Propoſals, which my Paſſion 
© forced me to diſobey. Saying theſe words, he embraced 


them; but they received his Complement and his Embraces 
very ſeriouſly ;. and Seleucus made him this an wer, It is 


* not neceſſary, Perdicas, to examine the Faults againſt 


© Friendſhip, which we may have committed; we defircd 
nothing which Reaſon and Honour did not demand as 


1 + ©-3 . 
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much as ir; and we ſufficiently expreſs the greatneſs of ir, 


© fince, after the Contempt you have ſhewed us, We are not 


© become your Enemies, as Leonatus is. I confeſs (replied 


. Perdicas) © you are very generous, 'fince you have hal ſo 


© mach Compaſſion of my MiSforrune, and have been plea. 
ſed to put a difference between Faults that ate cauſed 
© through a violent Conſtraint, and thoſe that are commit. 
© tet through Ingratitude. I will not. æxamine whether your 
© Demand, or my Refuſal, offended 5 ; but 
have always thought you might with more Reaſon have 
asked my Life, than that which you Uelired of me. J 
* confeſs I was ro blame (anſwered Seleucus) to preſume fo 
} far upon your Affection, and that I ought to have ex. 
pected none but more common proofs of ir: But the 


Gods be thanked, we are free meerly by the Generoſity 


© 'of our Enemies; and we have accepted the Liberty they 


have given us, upon condition to repay it with that of 


Prince Oroondates. | | 
'Perdicas promiſed to further them in this all that lay in 
this power, but told them the difficulty they were likely to 
meet withal in Roxana's ꝑreat Love to him, who would 
nor, without ſome violent Reſtraint, part with a Man, on 


whom ſhe had ſo firmly ſettled her Affections, though he 


altogether rejected and contemned her. However, he im- 
mediately cauſed a Council to be called, wherein the Queen 
being preſent, they were introduced; and after ſome Re- 
e on either ſide, with much Civiliry, they made 
their Demand, and were ſeconded by Perdicas in it, who 
Was willing ro be rid of ſuch a Riyal as Oroondates, whom 
he thought bur too near Statira; which ſo diſpleaſed Roxa- 


nua, that to croſs him ſhe vehemently urged the delivery of 
FPerarira and Pariſatis, in exchange for Selęeucus and Nearchus; 
Io that after long conteſting, the Queen's Obſtinacy was ſo 


great, that nothing could be obtained for their ſatisfaction; 
which ſo highly diſpleaſed theſe rwo gallant Men, that they 
Uefigned not to go without the remainder of the Forces 
chat were under their Commands, which were very conſi- 
derable, and would be a great weakening to the City, of 
Which purpoſe they made all the Officers, commanding un- 
der them, acquainred : Nor could the Flarteries and Per- 


ſwaſions of Perdicas, alter their Determinations; when re- 


turning to the Houſe of Seleucus, which was in the City, 
near the Gates, and finding Araxis there, Araxis (ſaid Se- 
leucus I have not had credit enough to deliver r 
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to content thaw, 
vo longet know ( anfwered Perdicas) he I ſhall carry _ 
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* ſter; and thoſe char keep him Priſoner have. judged, with 
* ealon, that we fer NM too high. a Re; ſince 

* we would not accept of it but by the exchange: of hie 

' they have refuſed it us wich ſeorn: But perhaps. we hall 
* endeavque to procure it by other ways; thereiore ſtay 
© you here with patience this day, and to, mow. 1e 
© ſhall know the Refolution I have taken for you, and tos 
© Prince Oroondates, Although Ai was much afſlicted 
for that ill ſucceſs, yer did he bear it as patiently as he 
cauld, and ſubmitted, without Reply, ro. Selewaus's plea 


+ 0 


After the Couneil was broken up, Ræxans weng t Viſit; 
Oroondates ; but it Nule pleaſed her, for by it ſhe loſt pare 
of the Hope ſhe had conceived. Since his being taken, ſhe. 
had neglected nothing that might win his Love; and after 
ſhe had repreſented ro him the Power ſhe had to oblige him, 
and ro change his preſent Condition into a moſt happy and 
a moſt glorious Fortune; The only Happinels you, cas 
give me (ſaid he) and the only one I would now re- 
* ceive from you, ſhould be to grant me the fight of my 
* Princeſs; and for that favour, if I could not leave you, 
9 leaſt would parden you all the Miſchief you have 
done me. Roxana thought that Demand ſa contrary ta 
ber Intentions, that fhe immediately refuſed it; but after 
he had nor been able ro ger him ſo much as to look up- 
on her; and ſhe had parted from N ſo ill ſatisfied, thax 
meeting Perdicas in her return, ſhe could not diſſemble it, 
bur rold him the Paſſages of this Viſit, and of rhe qther 
he had made him before, letting him know. his Demand 
to ſee Statiru. Perdicas likewiſe told her, That Statizg 
had required the very ſame of him, and had pruteſted ig 
him, by the Ghoſt of Alexander, That if he would not - 
procure that Qroondates might viſit her, ſhe wauld never 
look upon him, whilſt ſhe lived, bur. as her meſt martal. 


Enemy, 40 (cryed Roxana) I never will conſent Organ- 


dates ſhall ſee her, he has ſben her hut too much alreaay H. 
my Misfortune, Net will I ſuffer (faid Perdicas) that [he 
ſhall be ſeen by him, ſhe has been ſo but too much fer te. 

* Dat. FPhat ſhall we do then (added Nang 
and to appeaſs their Minds in ſome degree 


my ſelf rewards Statira; and I ſee my ſelf reduced tg. 
the following rhe laſt ways that are left me, Hithente 
„ have ceafidered ker as a — 0 whom 1 owed... 


1 
* 4 


© all manner of reſpect, but ſhe ingratefully has abuſed ir 
_ © andin her laſt uſage of me, ſhe has forgot nothing that 
© could make . ond 3740 209954 26 Riu 
After this Diſcourſe Perdicas left the Queen in an Alley 
of the Garden, where much againſt her will She met her- 
troubleſome Lover Caſſander: who thinking he had ſpo- 
ken with too much heat in the laſt Encounter, and ſuppoſ 
ing now to appeaſe her diſpleaſure, and make her look more 
kindly on him, payed her his reſpects in the moſt humble 
manner he could; and after a long expreſſion of his Paſſion, 
and recounting the ſervices he had done her, and mention 
ing others, he was likely to do her, he fell on his Knees 
before her in a very beſeeching mann, that ſhe. would 
' rake piry on his ſufferings, and favour him before a Barba. 
rian Prince, and eſpecially ſeeing there were no more Alex- 
anders left for her in the world, that ſhe would look on a 
Prince of Macedon, who wanted but a ſtep to a Crown, and 
receive his affections more Kindly than ſhe had hitherto 
done: bur this diſcourſe, ſerved only the more to encreaſe 
the ill humor ſhe was already in, which ſhe teſtifyed both by 
oon and by her Aviwer. oo Eo, 
Go (ſaid the thruſting him away with her Hand) and car. 
ry your affections elſewhere, offer aſſiſtance to thoſe that need it, 
and repreſent their affairs to them that need yonr Counſel; 1 
hope I ſhall always be in a condition to ſtand in no need of you : 
and if I cannot hope to have a ſecond Alexander fer my Huſ- 
band, I will never have any, or I will have one whoſe Perſon is 
more pleaſing to me than Nurs. I had qualities in my Perſon 
to gain the affection of Alexander, and TI ſce none in Tours but 
what gives me an averſion ;3 and to uſe your own freedom of 
Speech, I ſhould think my condition leſs ſhameful with a Barba- 
: rian Prince, or. with à private Man, than with a: Man accuſed | 
of the Murt her of his Maſter and of ls King, end even of 
my Lord and Husband. I am conſtrained to uſe thi Reproach - 
zo your, whether I will or no; but you have defended your ſelf ſo 
il againſt that accuſation, that you ought not to think it ſtrange 
17 I cannot ſuffer you without Horror till you have cleared your 
"Theſe Words took away all mildneſs from Caſſander, 
and Tranſported him with a rage that enflamed his Face, 
and made his Eyes ſparkle with Fury, and as the Queen 
was going away to avoid the ſight of him, he follow'd her 
with Reproaches. It , not (cryed he furioufly) the King's 
Drnth that makes jou hate a Man whom cu believe to be, ef | 
8 %%%ͤͤͥͤ C | . 
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Part V. | of. Caſſandra. : 


for his Revenge, and for his Contentment. 


9 4 
. N 's * 


Innocent of it; you loved him too little, to make his Death the . 
mot ive of this Hatred ; and you prefer d the ſame Man before . 
bim during his Life, you naw prefer before me; 'twas Oroon-. 
dates that robb d Alexander the Great of the Affections of has. 
Mie, and that robs Caſſander of all by hopes : but Ill. re 
venge thoſe Injuries that are common both to my King and me. 


And, if hitherto I have. threatned without effect, you now ſhall 


hear that in the rage into which you have percipitated me, I 
am capable to execute the ſtrangeſt Reſolutions, "4. 
As he utter d theſe Words, he turn d away, leaving the. 


Queen in a manner beſides her ſelf with Anger at his inju-. 


rious Reproaches, and at his cruel Threatnings. He went 
out of the Garden, aud being come to his Lodging in an 
exceeding great Fury, he employ d the reſt of the Day and 
the Night following in plotting the means he ſhould ue | 


In the mean time Statira or Caſſandra, for ſhe had 78. 
tained, chat laſt Name with a purpoſe never to take up that 
of the Princeſs of Perſia, under which ſhe had been exposd 


to ſo many Misfortunes, was extreamly preſſed by Perdicass 
importunities, and when he perceived all his favourable 


Language could make no yielding in her Breaſt, as the laſt 
extream he flew into threats againſt his Rival. Though you 


are to dear too me, Madam, (laid he) 20 ſuffer me to abare. 


don you to the cruelties of Rexana, who ſtill thirſts for your 
Blood to make a way to her Paſſion; Tet yeu may juſtly fear 


that inthe end my rage be turned againſt this Oroondates, 


whom you unjuſtly prefer before me, and leaſt T pour u pon him 
whatſoever he can apprehend from a. deſpairing Rival, and 
from an Enemy who has all manner of Power over him ; hi- 
therto T have ſpared hi Life for your ſake. and for Roxana? 
who loves him; but at laſt all theſe conſiderations will be blonn 
away by my deſpair, and ſince the advantage he has over me 
1 hes his Life and mine to be Incompativie, T ſhall undoubi- 
edly Sacrifice hu, either to my repeſe or to my revenge, 
IThe fair Queen could not hear theſe Threatnings with- 
out growing Pale, nor without teſtify ing by the motions of 
her Countenance, how deeply they had touched her; and 


Indeed they made her looſe part of her conſtancy, when 


looking on Perdicas, with Eyes ſwelled with Tears ready 


to break forth. Cruel Man (aid ſhe) thou may ſt do Wat 
ſoever thy rage ſhall Inſpire thee with ; but this declare 


© before the Gods, thou ſhalr never draw crher contentment 


| © ſrom the Death of Oroendates, fave that of ſeeing me die 


+ with 


90 Tube Hiſtory Part V. 


weich him, and ] proteſt to thee, moreover that thou from 
< this Moment, ſhalr never have Word or look from me 
© more, till thou haſt given me the means ro ſee him, and 
© diſcourſe with him. Perdicas was ſtruck dumb ar the rei- 
teration of a Demand which the Queen had already made 
him, and fixing his Eyes on the Ground, ro conſider what 
Anſwer he ſhould return, at laſt he coneeived a very 
ſtrange thought, when turning ro the Queen, Madam 


| © (ſaid he) you ſhall obtain what you defire, if I can per. 


ſuade Roxana to conſent to it: yer hope not that Oroonda- 
© tes ſhall profit by it, ſince he ſhall never be permitted to 
_ © fee you, but to beg his Life of you, which depends only 
© upon the uſage you ſhall ſhew ro me. If he be Wiſe hel 
© counſel you ro forſake him, and upon the ſucceſs of his 
<©' Counſels ſhall follow either his Death or his preſerva. 
tion. After theſe threats he went out of the Chamber, 
and leſt the Queen fo troubled, that had ſhe not been a 
lirtle Comforted by the hopes of ſeeing Oroondases a- 
gain, ſhe would have been reduced ro the moſt Lamen- 
table condition in the World. Roxana was in much per- 
plexity about her Affairs, and the ſenſible trouble Caſſandn 
ve her, but more about her Love to Oroondates : ſhe had 
again viſired him with much impatiency, and found the 
like repulſes as ſhe before had done, with a renewal of his 
requeſt to ſee Statira; which ſo exaſperated her thar ſhe | 
ſpared not to threaten her deſtruction ro remove her out of 
the way as Perdicas had done his. She was juſt returned from 
chat vifit in a very bad humour, when Perdica came into 
her Chamber, and told her what he had promiſed Szatira, 
which more perplexed her mind, inſomuch that ſhe often 
profeſſed that ſhe would never give her conſent that Orcon- 
dates ſhould ſee her: but Perdicas pacified her by many 
reaſons he alledged, repreſenting to her that that enterview 


could nor hurt them, fince ir ſhould be in the preſence of ma- 


ny witneſſes, who could tell them all rhe paſſages of their 
converſation, and that if it could nor ſerve to their Advan- 
tage, it could, however, be no obſtacle to their intentions; 
and praying her to truſt to his mannagement, ſeeing his In- 
tereſt was equal to hers, he brought her in the end to yield 
to his perſwaſions. RS N 8 
After they had a while conferred together about the or- 
dering of that viſit, Perdicas bid her good night; bur 
before ſhe went to Bed, having a mind to let Oroondates 


. know her purpoſe to oblige him in what he had deſired, 


and 


and the condition upon which the had granted him that th © 
your, ſhe Wrote en this manner. | _ 
Qxeen Roxana to Prince Orcondates 
Tos are permitted to ſte my Rival, ſince you have deſired it; 
but ic u not meant you ſhall make uſe of that favour to the 
ruin of thoſe that grant it you ; it in your power to turn it 


to your advantage, if you uſe it as Prudence would adviſe you, 


in councelling Statira not to think of you any more, as you ought 
to receive the Counſel ſhe will give you, to loſe ail thoughts F 
her ; this it the way you ought to fellow if you love ber Life, 
ſince it ſhall depend meerly upon the ſucceſs of this enterview.. 
Oroondates receiving this ae notwithſtanding. all the 
Threats he found matter of Joy in it, that he ſhonld once 
fee and Converſe with his adored Princeſs, and expreſſed 
it ro himſelf in Terms full of ſatisfaction, and even with 
raptures of Contentment, which gave him but little time to 
fleep that Night. Ly _— 
Whilſt theſe things paſt, Se/eveus was not unmindful of the 
promiſe he had made Araxis, and ſending for him in pri- 
vate; Araxis, ſaid he, you may return to the Camp, 
_ © when you pleaſe, and I would return with yau after the 
* uſage I have received, if I did not know I ſhould be more 
* uſeful to your parry here than in your Camp. In brief 
© Araxis, I am reſolved to do that by Arms, which I have 
not been able to compaſs by perſuaſions, and I will reco- 
ver your Maſter's Liberty, as I undertook to do, or I will 
* periſh in the deſign: give Prince Artaxerxes and his Friends 
: = ar ve from me; and becauſe I 3 Reaſon 2 
iſtruſt my forces here are not great enough to © 
© thoſe of — Enemies, tell them that when I have — of 
* their aſſiſtance, I will ter up a Red Flag on the Walls 
next their Camp, and then is their timeę to force their en- 
trance at the Gates, which I will facilitate with my ut 
* moſt Power. After he had given him this Inſtruction he 
ſent him away appointing Officers to accompany him o 
the Gates, who cauſed them to be .apened by zheir Autho- 
| rity, and he wenr our ĩ · with « great deal of 
diſcontent : yet he comforted himſelf as well as be could 
y the. hopes Seleucus had given him chat he would attempt 
ſomething for his Maſter's Liberry. 5 
That Morning as ſoon as Queen Seat ira was ready, Alcet ar 
entered. into her Chamber to give her notice chat Oroonda- 
tes was coming to pay her a viſit, which he prayed * * 
* | | Me era: 
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from Perdicas to uſe according to his intention, and not maxe 
it fatal to that Prince. The Queen was ſo pleaſingly ſurprlz. 
ed at this news, that ſhe never thought of anſwering Alce. 
tat, and no ſooner was he retired, but ſhe ſaw the Prince 
enter with part of his Guard, the reſt remaining without to 
ſecure the paſſage. O Gods, what was the firſt motions of 
their Hearts, upon this enterview, and how will my pen be 
able ro expreſs them: Here it is indeed that I diſtruſt it's 
forces, and I muſt be contented to let Imagination ſupply 
what I ſhould nor know how to repreſent. Once in his Life 
before, that poor Prince had appeared in her ſight with the 
like inward diſturbance, but in this laſt encounter he ſeem- 
ed to have loſt part of his Courage, and all the Reſoluti- 
ons where with he had ſtrengthened himſelf, gave place to 
thoughts of tenderneſs: he was no ſooner near her but caſting 
himſelf at her Feet, he embraced her knees with fo paſſio- 
nate an action as made a deep impreſſion in the Minds of 
all that beheld it. The Queen permitted it longer than ſhe 
would have done, if ſne had not been in a trouble that hin- 
dred her from ordering her Actions, with a perfect Know- 
ledge and Liberty: but all ſhe was able to do in a ſurprize 
from which all her preparations had not defended her, was 
to bow down her Head, and ſtretch forth her Arms with 
fo expreſſing a fign of her affection; that thoſe who obſerv- 
ed it might well judge the fear of diſpleaſing Perdicas, had 
not Power enough over her to make her diſſemble it: after 
having preſſed him a while between her Arms, ſhe raiſed up 
her Head, and letting the Company ſee a Face all bathed 

in Tears, ſhe pur forth her Hand to lift him up, and whilſt 
the Prince fixed his Lips upon it with a Tranſport of Ar- 
dency, Riſe my Prince (laid ſhe) and pardon the treuble 
cf my Soul, for having left you ſo long in this unfitting po- 

: ture. Ft. 1 95 VER | 
1 Oroondates, who could not diſobey her, roſe up, and at 
her Command fat down by her. The Princes Agitation. 
of Mind had ſeized him in ſuch a manner, that the Queen 
was fain to break Silence firſt ; when beholding him with 
Eyes ſparkling Love and Tenderneſs, Am I then permit- 
ted ro ſee you again, { ſaid ſhe) and has the Cruelty of 
*my Enemies yielded to the only Favour I asked them: 

I had not hoped for this only Satisfaction I was capable 
do receive, and was diſpoſing my lelf to die, without 
expecting this ſweet Conſolation in my Misfortunes. By 
this time the Prince having recovered part of that 5 
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rage her firſt fight had deprived him of, replied, x Madam, 
© I had nor thought this Bleſſing had befallen me by your 
© means, and I had prepared my ſelf for it, with fear of 
diſpleaſing you, remembring how carefully you had ſhun- 
© ned the occaſion of ir, when you had liberty to grant 


_ © it. me. Ah (cryed the Queen) my dear Oroondaxes, let 


not any former Remembrance add to ou? 2flicHope 11 
have done all for you, that my Honour aßd the Tyes 


#1 wo A”, 31% 4 > * ; "£7 +25 | 
of Affection to an illuſtrious Husband would allow me 


to do for you; and after his Death, I have done all 
- . ; 4 . 2 + 4 L = "P 4.58 #£< 
that Vertue and Modeſty would authorize me in; and 


* if you have been inſtructed in my Life by Cleone { as I 


© believe you haye) you cannot but have heard from her, 
in what manner I bore my Separation from yon, hat 


© your Remembrance has made me ſuffer ſince, and whar 


Tears and Lamentaticn I beſtowed on the Memory of 


#47 


6 
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* Counſel, you: This I am ſure, that if I 
* Lives to loſe; ] would reſign them up 


© my Enemies; rather than beſtow. a moment of them upon 


other Thoughts than that of Living and Dying for you: | 


But I dare not demand a like proof of your Affection, 


* as well becauſe I have not deſerved it, as becahſe I oughr 
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© to fear our Enemies Threats would, be fatal to you: Per. 
© adventure I ſhall never obtain, from the care I have of 
* your ſafety, ſo much forgetfulneſs of mine own, as to ad- 
_ © viſe you to love Perdicas, ſince he is unworrhy of your 
Affection, in regard both of the Defects of his Perſon, 
* and of the Injuries he has dane you; bur neither can 
perſwade yon to love this miſerable Man, fince by Roxe. 
© nq's Thragts your Deſtruction is tyed to the Affection 
a . Though I had Death 474 
my Eyes (replied tl rv with grear affurance) it 
M could not divert me from the Reſolution J have taken, to 
render, whilſt I live, all that I owe both to the Perſon of 
© Orcondates, and to the Memory of Alexander; for all I 
* am a Woman, I ſhall fear it no more than you, ſeeing I 
thereby can aſſure 92 better than by the Complyances 
you have deſired, that I am not ingrareful for the long 
© and for rhe gallant Proofs of your Love; and if to pre- 
© ſerye that, I hold a thouſand times more dear than my 
Life, I need bur ſe it once again to Nx ana s Cruelty, 
III do ir with a Reſolution perhaps chat ſhall make it 
appear, my Courage is not inferiour ro yours: But neither 
Will I oppoſe the deſire you have to keep your ſelf wholly 
mine; and fince in the preſeryarion-T will ſhew, in favour 
of you, I draw upon you Perdicas's Indignation, I never 
will wiſh you ſhould divert the effect of ir by your In- 
* fidelity. In brief, Dear Oroondates, I acknowledge my 
© Imperfedtion, and confeſs I love you not with fo much 
© uncqncerned Affection, as to look upon you with more 
Contentment in the Arms of Roxana, than in the Arms 
of Death: I with the ſame eye ſhall! behold Oroondate: 
| © dead, or Oroondates unconſtant; and I conſent in fine, that 
© either he live for none but me, or that he ceaſe to live 
by my Example. SO 5 
Ah, Madam (ſaid the Prince, tranlporged with Joy) 
what can I have done in the courſe of my Life, that is 
not far below ſo high a Recompence ? Wes tay dear 
« Queen, I will die to keep my {elf entirely yours ; and 
© that conſent which you give to ſo glorious a Death, is 
© dearer to me thin all che Favours you eyer granted me; 
„von ſhall ſee me dead a Bene deal ſooner than incon- 
_ © ftant; and 1 cannot but infinirely commend a Reſolution 
* fo advantagious ro me, although I have more weakneſs 
* rowards you, and would die my ſelf, chat by ny, Death 
you might live ſecure from Roxang's Malice, an Map 
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< the dire effects df her cruel! Revenge. The Law is nor 
© equal between us; nor is my Paſſion the leſs violent, for 
© nor being able to defire that of you, which no mavner 
of Right can make me lawfully demand. From this 
Diſcourſe he fell do telling her the Adventures of his Life, 
fince he parted from her, and particularly that of the mi- 
ſtaken Jealouſie between him and Prince Artaxerxes, and 
had {aid a great deal on chat Subject, had not Roxana and 
Perdicas, upon notice by their Spies, what Converſatiom 
they had held, ſo contrary to their deſigns, ſent expreſſy to 
the Captain of the Guard to hinder any further progreſs in 
it: und immediately bring back Oroondates to his Priſon, 
This was punctually obeyed; though this unkind and vio- 
lenx Separation was the crueleſt that had ever happened to 
theſe two Royal Lovers; when Orocndates looking on the 
Queen, with a trouble that vifiby appeared in his Face ; 
We muſt obey our Maſters, (ſaid he) but, O Gods, how 
© hard is this Condition! I pact from you, Madam, but 
it is wich a firm Reſolution to carry hence nothing bur 
* my Body, and to leave my Mind inſeparably linked wp. 
yours, ſo firmly, that all the Malice Ke huh Enemies wil 
hot be able to ſunder. Go, Oroondates, { {aid the Queen, 


with a deep Sigh) and be moſt certain, that all the Vio—- 
* lences'of Perdicas and Roxana, ſhall not divert me fm |} 


* if 1 cannot be yours. tis. 3-22 
No ſooner were they parted, but all that had paſſed 
between them was told to Perdicas and Roxana, to their an- 
- finite diſſatisfaction; and whilſt they took time to conſider 
in what manner to proſecute their Intendments wich better 
Succeſs, wicked Caſſander, almoſt diſtracted for «he Sligins 
and Reproaches of Roxane, reſolved not to (ſuffer a Rival, 
thar he verily believed to be the canfe of her Averſion to 
him, any longer to live, and taking his time when the 
Guards were 2 w, he by his Authority amomꝑſt the Soldi- 
ers got unto the Chamber where Orconderes Had been ꝓur, 
at his return from Statira, and with him a reſolute com- 
pany, who flattered his Power: but as he approached him 
wich his drawn Sword, the very fight of mat undaunted 
Prince, though withour any Weappn, made him tremble; 
hq, darting a furious Look upon hirn Coward, ſaid he., 
dareſt thou artempt the Death of Qroondajes? Theſe Words, 
Pronaunced with an impetuouſneſs, like thar-of Thander, 
produced a like effect; and che Majeſt) of che Prince _ 
4. 7 Te Bs e utter 


_ © the Determination I have ſettled, never to be any P. ody, 
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uttered them appeared in ſo ſublime a degree; that the af- 
Frighted Cuſſander thought he ſaw Fire in his Eyes, and 


Marks of Divinity in his Face; which 15 confounded him, 


that his Sword dropt out of his Hand, and he ſtood frozen 


with a Thouſand Terrors; ſo that the Prince might eaſily 
have taken it up, and defended his Life (if he had cated 


for it) to the deſtruction of thoſe Enemies that were before 


him; and this neglect gave Caſſander time to recover out 


of his Amazement, and to renew his attempt, when Roxana 
hearing the Noiſe, ruſhed in, crying; Hold, hold thy Hand, 
cruel Man. Theſe Words, and rhe fight of the Queen, for 
.whom, as furious as he was, his Paſſion gave him both Fear 
and Reſpect, made him fall into ſuch a Confuſion; as all 
khat he was able to do came ro no more, than to make 


# haſty Retreat with his Men, by the ſame way he came; 


and left Roxana to e this Action ſne had done to 
Oroondates, for the preſervation of his Life: Bur he recei- 
ved all her Expreſſions of good Offices and Kindnels rather 


more coldly chan he had done at other times, which ſo ex- 
aſperated her; chat ſhe reſolved no longer to defer the Death 
of her Rival, as well to puniſh in him the Contempt he ſnew- 


ed her, as to remove ſo great an Obſtacle out of the way, that 


ber Pretenſions might appear with more hopes of ſucceſs; 


and parting from him with furious Threatnings of this na- 
ture. which left him ſo terriſied, that at theſe cruel Threats 
His Heart, that in all the greateſt Dangers had ſeemed in- 
capable of Fear, could find nothing in his Courage that 
could ſecure him againſt this mortal Apprehenſioͤn. 

As he Queen was going to her Appartment, ſhe met 
Perdicat, in whoſe Face ſhe plainly ſaw as much trouble as 
he might have done in hers; for having been to viſit Starira, 


he had found her ſo porently confirmed in the Reſolution 


of not loving him, and of never enduring him whilft ſhe 

Aived, that having flown out into the utmoſt Violenge, in 
allithe Threatnings he could invent, he had given himſelf 
over in the end to his laſt Determination, and plainſy told 
Roxana, That Oroondates muſt die for the good of their 
Party, and for his Repoſe. She hardly had patience to hear 
theſe killing Words; bur with a louder Voice than his, 
Orrondates Ki ſhe) ſhall live as ingrateful as he is, but Sta- 


2 


1% @&. &,» 


Z have had towards her, for your Conſideration, are extinguiſh- 


ed nom in your Ingratitude, and on my 785 Statira ſhall 
nor die (replied Perdicas reſolutely) though Oroondates 15 
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tira ſhall die befure this Day is at an end; and all the Mercies 
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and chough by her Diſdain ſhe hath made her ſelf unwartly G 


of my Proteciion, I'll defend her with my utmoſt power 


lateſt moment of my Life. And II proſecute her ſo vis 


0 the 


orouſly - 


with mine (added Roxana) and will ſo ſtrongiy oppoſe the de- 
fign you have againſt Oroondates, that I'll make even you 
your. ſelf to periſh in one of your Reſolutions, They had ſaid 
more, but that they were interrupted by Alcetas, and other 
Commanders, who laboured to pacify their Anger, and 
keep them firm to each others Intereſt, in a time when the 
Enemy was preparing for another Aſſault upon the City ;. 

and ſome, even within the Walls, ſtood not well affected . 


to their Party: yet by no Reaſon could they be brou 


ght ro 


moderate their Indignation; and all their Friends could ob- 


rain, was, that they would retard the Effects of it till they 
{aw the iſſue of a final Proof, which they intended to make, 
and which they agreed upon rogether before they parted. 
The reſt of the Day being paſt, the next Morning Printe 
Oroondates ſaw ſome of his Guards come into his Chamber, 
and. ſeizing on him, they ſuddenly bound his Hands, telling 
him he muſt immediately go ro the Appartment of Queen 
Statira; and fo hurried him away in that ſhameful poſture, - 
without ſo much as letting him know what was intended; 


though he was full of Apprehenſions, for fear of his 


Prin- 


ceſs, when he remembred the Threats of cruel Roxana. He 

had hardly ſer his Foot within Seatira's Chamber, when he 
ſaw Roxana there, and Perdieas with her, attended by a 
great Guard. Statira was infinitely troubled when ſhe ſaw 
him come in bound, and concluded now they were no 
than Victims prepared ro be ſacrificed to their Enemies 
Malice and Revenge: Ar this fight ſhe could not obtain ſo 
much aſſiſtance from her Conſtancy, as ſhe deſired in that 
Encounter; and though they had reſolved to uſe her that 


other 


Day as they had done him, yet at laſt they had ſo mich 
Conſideration of her Sex and of her Quality, that they 
had not bound her tender Hands, neither did they fear any 


reſiſtance from her: Yer after ſhe, with ſome vehemency, 
had reproached them with their barbarous uſage of a Prince, 
of whoſe Converſation they were not worthy, ſhe was in- 


terrupted by the enflamed Roxana. „ 
Madam, (ſaid ſhe ro Statira) I will make no Excuſes to 


vou for what is paſt ; nor will I ſeek cut Reaſons to juſti- 
* ty my preſent Actions: I will only tell you, for all the 
double Intereſt I have in your Death, I have ler you live, 


c 


to the prejudice of as both to pleaſure Per 


dicas, 2 


and 
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© and to follow the Incirements of the Compaſſion I have 
© for you; bur now that Orcondates, by his Ingratitude, has 


driven me to the laſt Extremities, and that by your Ob. 
© ftinacy, to keep him for your ſeif, you have labonred for 
your own Deſtruction, J am forced to let you know, 

that in the end you have armed all my Reſentments againſt 
© you; and that you have no other way of ſafety but to quit 
© Oroondates to me, and to oblige him by all the Conſidera. 
tions he ought ro have for your Life, to obtain it of me, 
© by the Repentance and by the Aﬀection I defire from him. 


© And I (added Perdicas ) require the ſame of Oroondates, 


* who cannot eſcape the Fury of a Rival, whom Fortune 
© has caſt into deſpair, bur by yielding up the Prerenſions 
© he has to Statira, and in diſpoſing her himſelf to receive 
© my Paffion with a kindneſs, far di t from the ſcorn ſhe 
© has ſhewed me. e 


The Prince, enflamed with Anger at theſe words, was 


going to reply, but ſeeing Statira about to ſpeak, he gave 
her the precedency out of Reſpect; I did not doubt (ſaid 
ſhe to N xana) but after having been blemiſhed with Crimes, 
* whereby you have diſhonoured your Sex, and the Rank 
© you have held; and after being joyned in a Confederacy 


* againſt the Blood of your Princeſs, and againſt the true 


Friends of the King your Hvsband, with their Murtherers 


and Poyſoners, you would give your ſelf over to the ex- 


treameſt Cruelties: It is a worthy End of your glorious 
* Beginnings ; and it were not fir you ſhould ſuffer her to 
continue longer in the World, whom you could never look 
upon without Shame and without Remorſe. But you have 
been much deceived, if you believed, that by your Mena- 
ces you could make me loſe what I hold a thouſand times 
more dear, than all that you can take away from me; 
your Subtilties heretofore fucceeded but too proſperouſly, 
© bur your Cruelties ſhall not now have the ſame effect; 
and by your former Actions you have made my Life too 
little dear to me, to think I can be rerrify'd by your 
* 'Threatnings to deprive me of it. | 
© Orrendates no ſooner perceived rhe Queen lefr ſpeaking, 
but turning to Perdicas, with an ireful Counrenarice, © Thele 


© ways (ſaid he) whereby you would rob me of my Prin- 


© cels, are worthy of the greatneſs of your Courage; and 


doubtleſs ſeeing it had not been glorious to diſpute her 


1 againſt your Rival, by your Blood and by your Service, 
you will now acquite her far more nobly, and make 
155 be Jour 
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« your {elf far more worthy of her, in turning yout Valeurrt 


© againſt a Priſoner, whom you have manacled; yet ſuch 
* a once as twice already has feen you fly, and to whom 
vyou are twice indebted for your Life. | * 
"Theſe words put Perdicas into ſuch a Rage, that he could 
ſcatce contain himſelf from doing a Violence; yet for the 
Conſideration of Roxana, he ſtruggled with his Anger as 


much as he was capable: Thoſe that know me (anſwered 


he, with much Indignation) will never believe I ever fled 
© before a Barbarian; and I diſavow thoſe good Offices, 
for which thou would'ſt have me indebted ro rhee, and 
give thee no time but to think of the Propoſition I have 
* made thee: If Statira loves thy Life, ſne muſt now re- 
ſolve upon ir, either by thy advice, or of her own accord. 
© And if Oroondates loves Statira (added Roxana) he has 
but a few moments to refolve about the Loſs or Preſer- 
* vation of hers, When by theſe cruel Determinations of 
their morral Bnemies rhe two illuſtrious Lovers ſaw them» 
ſelves driven do the utmoſt Extremities of Misfortune, they 
looked on each other a while with filence, though their 
Eyes ſpake eloquently enough ro expreſs their Thoughts; 
when Oroondates breaking it, Ah, my fair Queen, (faid he) 
* you, for the ſafery of your J ife, may rake thoſe ways that 
* diſpleaſe you leaſt ; but I, for the preſervation of mine, 
© will never ceaſe to love you. LS 

* Ah, my dear Prince, (anſwered rhe afflicted Queen) ycu 
© ſhall live, if you can live without me; bur I am firmly re- 
© ſolved to die for you; and yer I do not deſire you ſhonld 
live for Roxana. No, my Princeſs, (replied Oroendates) 
* I do not intend to live for her ; and now, by an Exceis 
* of your Goodneſs, you fer my Death in ſuch a degree o 
Felicity, that the moſt happy Life in the World couid nor 
be comparable to it: bur if you think ir unjuſt, char I 
* ſhonld hve for Roxana, I think it much more lo, that you 
* ſ:>uld die for Oroondates; a thouſand Lives like his are 
© not of equal Vulue to one moment of yours; and you, 
© by the loſs of ir, would make him purchaſe rhe Glory 
* you give him at roo dear a Rate: Yet do I nor enrreac 
* you to live for Perdicas ; he is unworthy of ſuch a For- 
© tune, nor will 1 die for his advantage; bur it may ſo 
happen that the Gods may bleſs the remainder of your 


The diſcourſed thus, contending with a 33 Emu 
lation to die for the ſafery cf each other: When Perdicay 
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interrupting Statira, Mat, Madam (ſaid'he, with a Coun- 
renance quite altered) zs this your final Reſolution 2 Aud is 
this all T at laſt can hope for from the Indulgence I, for your 
| Conſideration, have ſhewed to my Enemy? Yes, Perdicas, (an- 
ſwered the Queen) this is my final Reſolution : The greateſt 
F all thy Tbreatnings, nor of thy Cruelties, can never {i the. 
power to ſhake it; and in fine, eis by my Death alone that thou 
art able to ſeparate Oroondates from me, Tis rather by his, 
(cryed Perdicas) and all the Conſiderations in the World are 
not: able to make me defer it longer. Die (continued he, 
turning towards the Prince) die Barbarian, whom I have but 
too much ſpared, and by thy Blood reſtore me the quiet thou 
baſt robb'd me of. 1 5 
As he ſpake thus, he drew his Sword, and ſtepping for- 
ward towards Oroondates, he was going to bury it in his 
defenceleſs Breaſt z when Roxana catching a Javeline from 
dne of the Guards, preſented ir againſt Statira s, Hold, cruel 
| Man, ( cryed ſhe to Perdicas) Statira is dead if thou toucheſt 
Oroondates. This made him draw back his Arm, and ſee- 
ing her in that poſture, he ſtood deliberating what he ſhould 
do, when, Ah Perdicas (cryed Oroondates) the Queen is dead; 
if you ſpeed not to ſuccour her, deliver her out of cruel Roxa- 
nas Hands, and then give me my Death with Confidence, 
Statiras Conſtancy was no leſs than his; for looking on 
Roxana with contempt, Strike (ſaid ſhe, thou Daughter of 
Cohortanus) ſtrike the Daughter f Darius, and the Wife of 
Alexander, and thro' this Heart pierce the Image of Oroon- 
dates, who diſdains you. Perdicas upon this quitted Oroon- 
dates, and caſt himſelf, with a great deal of ſuddenneſs, be- 
fore Roxana's Javeline; and ſhe, with rhe like haſte, leaving 
her Rival, placed her ſelf between him and Oroondates, Thou 
© ſhalt not die, ſaid ſhe to him, as ungrateful as thou art; II 
defend thy Life as carefully as my own, I give you bur little 
© thanks for it (replied the Prince) ſeeing all the ſuccour 
you can bring, me is hateful, after having atrempred to 
© deftroy the Life of my adored Princeſs; and I am more 
t © beholding to Perdica, as much an Enemy as he is, for his 
© © renderneſs to her; than to you, for all the Services you b 
pretend to do me, on : 
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I Though ſhe found matter of Anger in theſe words, yet | 
her Love prevailed over it, and ſhe reſolved ro defend him | | 
at the hazard of her own Life. When Alcetas and Puceſts q 
dame happily, into the Chamber, and by their Perlwafions WY 
_ hindered them frem coming to Extremities ; upon which 


% 
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invironing Oroondates wich her own Guard; ſhe ſent him back 
ro his Chamber, when retiring her ſelf full of 'Infignarion. 


Remember (ſaid ſhe to Perdicas darting a furious look at him) 
thou haſt violated our Agreement firſt, and thou haſt loſt h, 


reſpe& thou oweſt me by denouncing War againſt me, defend 


my Rzval with thy forces, and aſſure thy ſelf, I will kill her, 
even in thy Arms, as thou before my Eyes wouldeſt have taken 
away the Life of what J Love deareſt in the World. I will 
(replyed he as furiouſly) and all your Authority ſhall tot be a- 


ble to divert me from it. Roxana gave little heed at this 


time to what he ſaid but haſted away to ſee Oroondates in a 
place of ſafety. B. = D 


. . 
CAS SANDRA. 
e 


T HE Fates being Pregnant wich ſtupenduous Revoluri- 
Ons, the Day came, wherein the F ortunes of many IE. 


luſtrious Perſons were to receive a notable change, and the 


deſtiny of thoſe of either party, after ſuch various events 
was drawing them on to very different Ends. n 


Roxana had no ſooner cauſed Oroondates to be ſtrongly 


guarded, to prevent the Attempts his Enemies might make ro 
deſtroy his Life that was ſo dear ro her, bur ſhe reſolv d to 
take away that of her Rival, and was preparing to Aſſault 


the Houſe wherein ſhe was when ſhe had the News, That 
| by the inſtigarion of the Imparient Caſſander, Perdicas was. 
preparing with him ro do the like upon her Palace, with a 


full reſolve to ſacrifice Oroondates to his Reſentment. They 


had Summon'd thoſe of their Party to Arms by beat of 


Drum, and with many Thouſands of their Men made haſty 
Approaches. Roxana ſomewhar ſtartled at this unexpected 


| Proceeding of Perdicas, ſent Arbates ro know the cauſe of i, 

and to reaſon about it. That Treacherous Servant of {9 

Glorious a Maſter as Oroondates, receiv d this Commiſſion 
from the Queen, and went to execute it, bur not withcur 
ſome trembling and inward fears of the diſaſtrous Event. 

_ -He ſoon drew near co Perdicas, but ſcarce had he opened his 
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Mouth to deliver his Meſſage when Caſſander looking og 
him with an angry Eye, Ah, (ſaid he) ſee there the wort y 
Confident of Roxana's Love, ſee the Slave that ſerves her in 
her Aflectons to Oroondates, and bas already betrayed me in 
Employments wherein I have truſted him. ® 7 
' Arbates was about to make ſome Excuſe, but Caſſandey 

ave him nor rhe leiſure ro do it, ere taking him by the 

Throat with his Lefr-hand, he with bis Right ſtabb d a Dag- 

er twice to the Hilr in his Breaſt. And bebold (ſaid he) the 

Hp Sacrifice T offer to Roxana: Ingratitude, Perfidious Ar- 

bates fell Dead at the Feet of Pergicas, who had not time to 

prevent this ſuddain Execuricn, and the Gods by a Mar. 

yellous effect of their Juſtice brought that diſloyal wretchto 

be puniſhed for his Treatchery to his Maſter, by his Ma. 

5 ſter's moſt Implacable Enemie. After that Action Caſſan- 

der not caring longer to diſſemble his intentions, ruſhes be- 

fore Perdica to the Pallace Gates with furious Crys, and 

ſoon made thoſe that defended them ſee he meant to open 

his paſſage by force; yer being faithful to the Queen they 

- Counragiouſly reſiſted his Intendments, and forming a Bar. 

talion before the Barrocade, they preſented him with a 

ſhower of Arrows: but in the mean time Perdicas, had ſent 

Vola Teutamus and part of the Argira/pides to the other 


* 


Bates of the Palace to alarum it on all ſides. 


Nana regardlels of the danger was by this time got ot 
the Battlements over the Gates to animate her Soldiers, an 
hearing Perdics command them to throw down their Arms 
and not oppoſe his paſſage, ſwearing to them, that they | 
ſhould receive no hurt, and that he demanded nothing but | 
Oroondates. She ci yed out to them, that they ſhould make | 

all rhe refiftance they were able, for as much as Perdics 
and Caſſander had a defign againſt her Life, bur after 2 
great many of them were flain fighting valiantly, and op- 
© preſſed by numbers, they ſaw themſelves conſtrained to re- 
tire into the firft Court, to make good the entrance, and 
Caſſander ruſhed in with them, making way for his Men to 
Follow him, not minding the reproaches of Roxana, who 
having retired a little further cryed our, Baſe Men, do you 
rurn your Arins againſt theſe of your own party, and again 
your lawfnl Queen, inſtead of uſing them for the defence of our 
Walls, againſt cur mor al Enemies, hath Perdicas loft. all chat 


. 
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ſenſe sf Honour and virtue that made him heretofore” be conſi- 
dered, ond will Caffander declarb to al the World by his atti- 
ond rbar be 5; indeed the Murtherer and Poiſaner of his King: 

Ter 
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bave made the conſiderati on of my Intereſt ſtoop to the care 1 
have of thy Life. This Act of Roxana's gave the Prince oc- 
_ cafion to looſe part of his reſentment againſt her, nor would 


this Buſineſs required haſt. The Prince being thus Armed 


better marks to aſſure them who it was, and part of his. 
Perdica himſelf though he was Valiant could not look up- 


MM bis very Feet, and at the ſame time the Prince ſeeing his 


Yer perceiving that they would force theit way before thoſe 
forces ſhe yelyed on could come up to her aſſiſtance, and 
that Oroondates unarmed would be unavoidably ſlain un- 
der her protection, after long ſtruggling with her ſelf, and 
aften wavering in a matter of ſuch great importance, ſhe” 
reſolved he ſhould fight for his own ſafety, and running 
to his Chamber with Heſſone, found him in much trouble 
at the noiſe he heard, and partly gueſſing at the cauſe was 
like to die with grief and anger to ice himleif in a condition 
which permitted him not to do any thing in the defence of 
his Life, whilſt he was in the midſt of theſe diſquiets Rox- 
ana came into his Chamber; 5 5 
Oroondates (ſaid ſne) as ungrateful as you are, I have li- 
therto defended you againſt your Enemies with the Peril of my 
Life, but ſince my Strength u not able to ſecure you, go fight 
your ſelf for your own ſafety, Upon this ſhe cauſed his Armour 
to be brought, which ſhe and Heſfone heipr him to put on 
with all rhe haſt they could, and puting a ſtrong Sword in- 
to his Hand; Go (added ſhe) March againſt thoſe crue! Men 
that would aſſaſſinate thee; even in my Arms, and remember I 


he have failed to have reftified as much by his Words, if her 
ſelf would have given him leaſure, but ſhe let him know 


he thought himſelf invincible, and going from her fouud a 
Fight bur faintly maintained on the Stairs of the Pailace, 
when encourageing thoſe that reſiſted his Enemies with a 
fierce Cry, he ar the ſame time flew in amongſt them like a 
violent Tempeſt, and ſhewed himſelf at the Head of Roxa- 
nas Men, in a poſture that froze the ſtouteſt of his Enemies 
Hearts with fear, Courage, my Friends cryed he, I fight with 
you as you have fought for me, and if I muſt die among ſt you 
Tle die like 4 Man that will not give you cauſe to repent, bat 
you have done for his ſafety, Theſe Words made him pre- 
ſently known to both partys, but his firſt actions gave them 


Beaver being up, Caſſunder no ſooner caſt his Eyes upon 
his Face, but a Deadly ſhivering ran through his Veins and 


on him without growing Pale: at his two firſt blows he 
ſaw rwo Men fall Dead, who tumbled down the Staires at 


. 
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two Mortal Enemies threw himſelf through his Men with | 
a fury thar nothing was able ro oppoſe. Behold Orcondares 
(cryed he to them) behold him whom you ſeel to ill come on ali. 
ant Men, and meet him whoſe Life you Labour ſo muchto deſiro. 
Caſſander not daring to ſtay for the furious Prince, was 
Crouded a good way in amongſt his Soldiers, and Perdicas 
' puſhed forward, ſome of his Men to blunt his fury till he 
made his Retreat, that he might draw him to an opener 
place, and there ſurround him with his Multitude, but he 
purſued them over the Bodies of the Slain, and drove them 
quite our of the Pallace. They fly, the Cowards fly (cryed he 
ro his own party) from a Handful of Men, but their flight 
ſhall not ſave them. Saying theſe Words, he run upon An- 
tigenes, who Commanded the Argiraſpides, and beat him 
down with a mighty blow, leaving him Bleeding on the 
ground. Roxana who from a Gallery, beheld the Wonders 
he did, found new matter in the Princes Admirable Acti- 
ons to redouble the Love ſhe already bore him, bur ſhe 
could not fee him in that extremity of danger, without giv- 
ing her (elf over to her Sorrow, nor without repenting, ' ſhe 
had fo long deferred, giving him the means to defend himſelf, 
and by her Crys and great Promiſes of reward, encouraged 
thoſe few that remained Fighting on his fade, till the forces ſhe 
expected from the other part of the Town, ſhould come up 
ror mmer Afiftance, © | N 1235 
Oroondates who looked for help from nothing but 
his Sword, found he had committed an error in purſuing 
fo far in the open places, when he had ſo few Men 41 
a multitude, who ſurrounded him: but he ſtrove to repair 
it by actions altogether prodigious, and the greatnefs of 
his blows ſent ſuch a Terror into his Enemies, as made 
them keep at a diſtance, but neither being Immortal nor 
In vulnerable, and moſt of his Men . or wounded, 
he at laſt in all likely hood muſt have fallen himſelf on the 
heaps of the Dead, with which he had covered the ground, 
had not his kinder deſtiny ſent him a Timely Aid: for when 
he was in the greateſt hazard of being Triumphed over by 
his Enemics, be ſaw Selucus come ruſhing in with the Mace- 
dont ant, under his Command, which much diſordered Per- 
dicas his Men and brought a fear amongſt them, when that 
valiant Man breaking through the preſs of Enemies, and 
placing him ſelf by the ſide of the Prince. Courage (cryed 
he) brave Oroondates, behold Selucus hour obliged Friend it 
come to reſcue you, o to die with you. Oroondates * 
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ſo powerful a relief Immediately aſpired to Victory and e- 


ceiving Seleucus With a cry of ackowledgment, V have Con- 


pquered (ſaid he) ſince Seleucus takes our part: and now the 


fight on all parts was more cruel than ever; blood ſtreamed 


in the Channels of Babylon, like Rivulets, and the Groans 
and Crys of the Wounded and Dying made diſmal Ecchos, 
Perdicas perceiving the Day would be loſt, and his Ho- 


nour, if not his Life laid in the duſt, unleſs he brought up 


all the Men of his Party in the City, being all already beat | 


to the Market place, he mounted his Horſe held without the 
Battel and rode to bring them up himſelf, ſeeing the Com- 


manders delayed it, when he met five Thouſand Men, wWbo 


were Marching to Roxana aſſiſtance, he knew they came 
not to do him ſervice, but being politique he found out a 


way to make them change their intentions. Yu come moſt 


Op portunely (ſaid he) to relieve the Queen Seleucus with hn 
Men has forced the Pallace, and ſet Oroondates at Liberty, 


and now both if them, with a great force of Macedonians aſ- 


fault us, and have ſlain many of our Companions, whilſt Per- 
dicas was {peaking thus, they ſaw Peuc:/tas come Galloping 
towards them, and as ſoon as ke was near enough, he cry- 
ed our that the Enemies were falling on at the Gates, and 


were ready to force them open by the aſſiſtance of Nearchus, 


who with three thouſand Men, within the Walls did all he 
could to facilitate their entrance, and to kill all thoſe that 
offered to oppoſe it, this greatly perplexed Perdicas, who 
now concluded all would be loſt, yet did he prudently diſ- 


poſe things ſo as to make all the defence he was able, and to 
fight Valiantly ro the laſt extremiry of Life rather than to 
yield to his Enemies, he ſent part of theſe new forces to op- 
poſe Nearchu, and to defend the Gates; with the other part 


he haſted ro ſuccour thoſe of his party, that were ſtillfighr- 
ing with Selucus and Oroondates, and rallyed ſuch as were 
flying renewing the Fight again very obſtinate y,. 


Whilſt theſe Bloody Sceens were acting, Roxana 


bout eight Hundred of the Draces and Argeans, who were 
come to ſerve her with great affection, ſhe haſted to the 


Houſe, where Statira and Pariſatis were Priſoners and in 


a furious fit very near to diſtraction by the diſorder. of her 


affairs, reſolving to revenge her ſelf at once upon Perdicas, 


and Oroondates by ſhedding the Blood of her rival, ſhe cauſ- 


_ ed{the Houſe to be aſſaulted by thoſe Men who had loudly 
proteſted they would ſerve her in any deſign, * 
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ed to have her part in the Tragedy, and taking with her a- 
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gletation . Alcetes whom Perdicus had left to guard it, nor 


X Fa pecting any ach artempr, hearinp of his Brother 8 diſtreſe 


Dad drawn ff a part of the Forces, and was gone with 
em te dis Aſſiſtance, leaving not above a Hundred Men 
De hind in, yer theſe made a very ſtout Reſiſtance; but 
Weir Adverſaries receiving their firſt ſhowers of Arrows, and 

nconteged by Roxana's Preſence, broke into the utmoſt 
gurt. here acruel and obftinate Fight was maintain d, in 
winch many were {tain on both Sides. Staeira and Pariſati: 
having heard the Noiſe, and partly gueſſing at the cauſe of 
it, ran to the Window, where they ſaw Cruel Roxana ani. 
mating her Men to preſs forward over the Bodies of the ſlain. 
This fight begot not ſo much fear in them as to make them 
ſtoop ro any thing unworthy of their great Courage: And 
the Illuſtrious Widow of Alexander beholding ber Rival 
with diſdain, Compleat thy Crimes, Roxana, (cryed ſhe) car. 
ty them on to the higheſt degree, and if thou haſt abandon'd4O- 
roondates fo tha Rape of Perdicas, wreck thy Malice withour * 
delay on ber whom he abandons to thine ; but thou never oughteſt 
to hope that Oroondates if he be alive, will Love a Monſter black 
with ſo many horrid Crimes; and if thou can. ſt reap no other Ad. 
vantage by my Death, thou mayſt at leaſt revenge thereby tbe 
Contempe he bas of thee. | ; 

Rxoana heard theſe Words with Anger and with Confuf- 
on; but not ſtaying to Reply, reſolving to do ir in another 
manner, ſhe puſhed on her Forces ſo violently chat they broke 
into the great Hall, and maintain d a bloody Fight very near 
the Chamber of rhe Princels. Then did they no longer 
doubt the end of their Lives was come, when the Queen em- 
bracing the Princeſs and bathing her Face with Tearsſhe ſhed 
our of Love to her, © Dear Siſter (ſaid ſhe) if it pleaſe the 
5 Gods that you ſurv ive me, as there is ſome reaſon you may, 
.* fince Rexans has no cauſe at all to deſire your Death, aſ- 
5 fure Oroondates, if he be alive, That my laft Thought. 
dere thoſe of keeping my ſelf his by my Death, and that 
F this is dearer to me receiving it for his ſake, than the Em- 
* pire of che whole World with any other Man. Give him 
© this aſſurance if you love me; and for that of my Friend. 
f ſhip receive this laſt Kiſs. Ah, Madam (reply'd the 
aerly weeping) lay no Commands upon me to 
e perform d after your Beach, ſince the reſolution I have 
taken not to ſurvive you a moment diſpenſes with me from 

t all che Obedience I o-A ou. 
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overflowed with Bl 


As ſhe had ended theſe words, they both heard a greater 
Noiſe than the former; and then it was they believed for 
certain, that all thoſe who had fought in their defence were 
utterly defeated, and that they had nothing more to do, than 
to offer up their Breaſts to their Enemies Swords; bur a 
lucky Providence prevented it, and reſerved the moſt pre- 
cious Lives in the World te a more glorious Fortune: For 
by this time Nearchus had ſo well fought within the Walls, 
that he had given the Princes enterance into the City, with 
greateſt part of their Army; and Artaxerxes hearing of the 
great danger Oroondates was in, had run to that Quarter, 
with many other valiant Men; whilſt Lyſimachus and Prolo- 
meus, upon the like news, haſted to ſave the Princeſſes; 
and finding they were reduced to the utmoſt peril of their 
Lives, and Roxana's Soldiers, after having filled the Hall 
with the dead Bodies of thoſe that had defended them, were 


ready to break open their Chamber Door, they flew in 
amonſt thoſe Blood-thirſty Men with ſuch a Fury, that no 


Reſiſtance was able to ſtop their way; and treading over 
Heaps of the Slain, they ſoon put all to the Sword that 
made any Reſiſtance; ſo that in a little time they were 
Conquerors. Fe gt was horrible, and all rhe Houſe 
| , when Ly/imachns finding no more 
Reſiſtance, broke open the ſame Door his Enemies had af- 
ſaulted, and entered all Bloody into the Queen's Chamber. 

At this dreadful fight the two great Princeſſes reſolved 
for Death, and deſiring to receive it both together, infolded 
one another cloſe in their Arms, which they believed to be 
their laſt Embrace: In that poſture they caſt their Eyes up- 
on Lyſimachus, who out of Reſpect had made a ſtand as 
ſoon as he was entered, and the Equipage they ſaw him in 


having confirmed them in their Opinion, Yhoſoever you be 


{ſaid the Queen) who are the Miniſters of Roxana: Will, 
defer not the Execution of it longer ; come, kill the Wife, and 
perhaps the Daughter of thy Ring; but ſpare the innocent 
Parifuris, ſince Roxana has no cauſe to hate her, ſeeing ſhe 
has no Pretenſions upon Oroondates. Ah (cryed Pariſatis) 
hearken not to her ; and if any Pity can be found in Perſons 
that undertake Employments like yours, let me conjure you to 
kill me firſt ; for though I have no pretenſions on. roondates, 
T ſhall have ſome upon the Empire, and I ſhall have ſome 


* 


ttpen the Life of Roxana. 


This generous Conteſtation would have laſted longer, if 


5 | Tarn could have ſuffered ir, but he would not let them 
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ö 7 remain 
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remain in that cruel Opinion of him; when throwing down 
his Helmer ar rheir Feer, and himſelf likewiſe ar the ſame 
zime, he, by his Action, and by the fighr of his Face, made 
them find how happily they had been deceived in their Be. 
lief; I am not, ſaid he, the Miniſter of Roxana's Cruelties ; 
and the Gods make uſe of Lyfimachus for more glorious pur. 
poſes : They, for the higheſt pitch of my Felicity, have permit. 
ted him to deſtroy your Enemies, and have made him able now 
go give you notice, that you are free and ſovereign in Babylon, 
The Joy of thoſe vertuous Princeſſes, at the Knowledge 
and at the Words of Lyawachus, was not inconſiderable, by 
reaſon: of the ſudden alteration they found in their Fortune. 
They received this Office from a Prince whom they infi- 

nitely eſteemed, with teſtifying their Satisfaction by the 
moſt gratetul Acknowledgments that Opportunity made 
them capable of mo The Queen made no ſcruple 
to caſt her Arms about his Neck, Me owe (ſaid ſhe) our 
Lives to Lyfimachus : But beſide the general Obligation, 
Pariſatis ought to add this laſt Service ro many others, 
whereby he ſo well deſerves her Affection; and raiſing 
him up, ſhe preſented him to her Siſter. That Princeſs, tho 
Bluſhes overſpread her Face, yet all her Modefty could not 
keep her from teſtifying her Acknowledgment. She em- 
praced him full of Affection, which he then beſtowed upon 
that Prince, which ſhe had never favoured ſo much before; 
and oppoſing his intent to caſt her ſelf at his Feet, Gene- 
£ rous Ly/imachus ( ſaid ſhe) I ara totally your Debtor, ſince 
beſides my own Life, I owe you that of the Queen my 
Siſter; and that laſt Action is of the ſame nature of ma- 
£ ny others you have done to my advantage, I moſt dearly 


1 


_ © preſerve the Remembrance of them, and have as great a 
ſenſe of this laſt as you can deſire. 9 b 
I am then (replied Lyſimachus, tranſported with Joy) 4 
* great deal more happy than I hoped to be ; and Kkifling her 
þ Hand, with a Rapture ſurable to all thoſe that had at- 
-rended his Paſſion. Prolomeus came then into the Chamber, 
and as he took a very great ſhare in the Contentment of 
his Friend, he received as great a one himſelf in the Ac- 
-knowledgment of the Princeſſes, and they both aſſured him 
with very affectionate Expreſſions, that they were extream- 
-ly ſenſible of what he had done in their favour, After rhe 
flirſt Diſcourſe, the Princeſſes enquired after Artaxerxeand-- 
Oroondates, and the general State of their Affairs; Lyſima- 
ebus told them in few words: And though by the N. 
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meus, whilſt Pari 5 
not without ſome trembling, thro' thoſe dreadful Slaughrers 


into the Court-Vard. 
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ment; when a Tenderneſs for the Fruit of her Womb ftops 
a little the moſt. furious Thoughts her Heart was able os - 


i 


ledge of that happy Event, he confirmed them in the Joy 


they had conceived for their own Liberty; he left them in 
ſome apprehenſion for the uncertainty of Oroondatess ſafery, 


and for the danger of their Brother, which made the Queen 
more particularly ſo imparient, that immediately ſhe cryed 
out, Ah Lyſimachus, Ah Ptolomeus, let us go and take our 


; pars in the danger thofe dear Perſons are in for our 
a 


akes; and let us no longer ſtay in a place, where we 


have ſuffered ſo much, and which we have ſo much rea- 


* ſon to hate. Upon theſe words ſhe gave her hand to Prolo- 
ei, did the like to Lyimachus, and paſſed 


that had been made, wading in Blood till they came down 
In the mean rime, Roxana ( wrack'd with her | deſpair foe 
the diſappointment ſhe. had met withal in her Revenge, de- 


ſperately reſolving to die, rather than to have the diſpleaſure 
of ſeeing Oroondates in her Rival's Arms) was got up to the 
higheſt part of the Houſe alone, and there expoſtulating 


with her ſelf; What ſhall I do, (ſaid ſhe) ſhall I give my 
Enemies the Satisfaction to make me ſuffer a Death I have 
* ſo well deſerved, for my Cruelties towards the Princeſſes, 
and for the Sorrow I have made Oroondates ſuffer? And 
© ſhall I undergo the ſhame they are preparing as a reward 
© of my Cruelties? Shall I implore the Mercies of thoſe E 
have ſo unworthily abuſed ? And ſhall I beg my Life of 
my Rival, after having aſſaulted hers with ſo much Inhu- 
manity ? Ah, no. Roxana, think not upon that extream 
Ba ſeneſe of Spirit, aſter ſo many others that diſhonour 
thee, If thy Rival ſhould be generous enough to grant 
thee a Pardon which thou. haſt ſo little merited, would t 
thou receive it from her, by giving up Orrondates 2 Would 
* thou live, without that ingrateful Cauſe of thy Crimes? 
And could'ſt thou ſee both Conquerors over thoſe Evils 


R «A 


that have ſo little profited thee > Ah, Roxana, this Thoughe 


© is unworthy of the Wife of Alexander; and if thou haßt 
rendered thy ſelf unworthy of that Name, by thy ſhame- 


N 


* ful Actions, blot out that Shame of thy Life with a Death 


© full of Reſolution. | 


_ As. ſhe ended theſe words, ſhe reſolved to throw her ſelf 


out at the Window, and daſh her ſelf in pieces on the Pater 


conceive, and for a time made her full of Irreſolution ; as 
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laſt, by the force of her deſpair, ſhe overcame chat Re- 
luctancy; and yer breaking forth in Sighs, Ah, my poor 
Child, (continued ſhe) why cannot I divide my Life wa 
© thine, and give Death to guilty Roxana, without killing 
_ © the innocent Son of Alexander: Ah, pardon me the Inhu- 
manity which my cruel Fare compels me to commit againft 
* thee. Then did the again draw near the fatal Window, 
which ſhe had deſtined for the Execution of her Deſpair ; 
and caſting her Eyes into the Court, ſhe ſaw the fair Queen 
der Rival, who with the Princeſs her Sifter, Prolomeus and 
Lyftmachus, were going away from thar dereſted Houſe, 
This fight redoubled her tranſported Fury; and nor being 
able to maſter ir, raifing her Voice very loud, Statira (cryed 
ſhe to rhe Queen) Statira, hearken to the laſt Words, and bes 
bold the laſt Aftions of Roxana, 0% 
The Queen, and thoſe thar were with her, caſt up their 
Eyes at this Voice, and could nor but be troubled to ſee 
her driven to ſuch Deſparation, as the Action ſhe then uſed 
reftify d ro them; and Roxana, perceiving ſhe might hear, 
© 1 will not (continued the) ask thee pardon for the Wrongs 
© T have done thee ; they are of a nature nor to hope for 
© any; and J have been too bold in committing Crimes, to 
* beſo meanly ſpirited as to repent them: Idefire no Mercy 
for my Life, triumph therefore over it, and over my ill 
Fortune, fince the Gods permit thee ſo to do: Enjoy thoſe 
Felicities with Oroondates, which I in vain have ſo much 
© oppoſed ; 1 will not envy them, ſince J ſhall nor ſee them; 
and that now I am upon the point of throwing my ſelf ar 
your Feet, to give you your full Revenge upon your Ene- 
my: And for your more perfect Satisfaction, I ſacrifiſe 
to you rhis Son of Alexander : But by the Memory of chat 
great Man, I charge you to defend my Body from the 
Abuſes that 42 offered ir ; afford it an honourable 
*Burial ; and if I may be ſuffered ro demand it, after the 
* Injuries I have done his Memory, be pleaſed that I may 
reſt in the ſame Tomb with him. 15 
As Roxana ended theſe words, ſhe was getting upon the 
Window to caſt her ſelf down with the greater force; | 
Queen Statira, whom that pitious fight. had very _ 
touched with Compaſſion, deſiring to oppoſe the cruel ef- 
fect of her deſpair, with up-lifred Hands, cryed, Hold, 
| Roxana, hold; I conjure thee by the Memory of Alexander. 
This made Roxana ſtay ro hear what ſhe would fay ; when 
the Queen ſaw, ſhe lent her ſome attention, Ab, Nana, 
EY 1 (continued 
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{continued ſhe) as thou defireſt the Mercy of the Gods, == 
© envy me not the Glory which they grant me, if thou op- Mi 
* poſe it not by a laſt effect of Cruelty: *Tis true, you I 
* have very much injured me, but I forgive them all, in 
* Conſideration of thy Love, and of thy preſent Eftate ; and 
though neither of theſe were ſufficient to plead for thee, 

_ © remember, chat I owe thee the Life of Oroondares ; and 
* what thou haſt done for his preſervation, is of force ſufs 
© ficient in me to efface the Memory of far more cruel 
© Wrongs ; and if you will give me any reparation, da ao 
more than live for my ſatisfaction, that is all I deſire of 
you: Neither do I pretend to any Right over your Liber- 

85 nor over the Empire of that Son of Alexander, whom 
thou would ſt murther with thy ſelf; nor ſhall you receive 
* from me ſo much as a Reproach char can diſoblige you. 
Theſe Teſtimonies of Searira's Goodneſs touched Roxans 
with a true Repentance;. bur then ſhe found her ſelf more 
Criminal than before, and the Remorſe af ber Conſcience 
tormented her with greater violence, and confirmed: her 
more and more in the Reſolution of dying: I am «xworthy 
(cryed ſhe) of che Mercy thau offcreſt me, and this knowledge 
of your Goodneſs; but redoubles my Deſpair : but you ſhall 
not ſee me abuſe it; nor will I receive my Life from you, As 
ſhe ended theſe words, ſhe was: juſt about to caſt her ſelf 
down from that height; when ſie was ſeized behind by 
ſtrong Arms, that hindered ; it was Prolomeus who did her 
that good Office; for haſtily getting up, during her diſcourſe 
with the Queen, he came juſt in a time to faye the Life 
of that deſperare Princeſs :. She no ſooner turned about ta 
him, afflicted and ſurprized, but, 44h Prolomeus (cryed ſhe} 
how cruel are you to binder my Repoſe? I ſhould be far more 
* cruel: 2 he) if I conſented to the Cruelty you would 
* exerciſe againſt your ſelf, and ro the Offence you commit 
* againſt the Queen, who deſires nothing now with ſo much 
Paſſion as your ſafety: When looking on him with Eyes 
vubhberein there yet remained ſomething of Fatal and of Wild- 
neſs in her Countenance, after letting fall ſeme Tears, 10 
ſhew. the Queens Goodneſs had totally vanquiſhed her, ſhe 
conſented at his Requeſt to go to her, and was received by 
her with kind Embraces and ſuch tender Expreſſions, as pur 
her imo a great deal of Shame and Confuſion for her paſt 

Actions, and conſtrained her to renew her Repenrance 

with | abundance of Submiſſion ; proteſting, no other 
Conſideration could prevail with her 10 live, but 9 
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of endeavoũring by ſome means or other to repair the Crimes 
ſhe had committed to the prejudice of ſo vertuous and ſo in- 
2 à Princeſs, who was all compoſed of Goodneſs and 
Whilſt they were in theſe terms, they heard a great noiſe 
in the Streets; and at the ſame time had news, that Alcetas 
was returned with part of his Soldiers, and was fighting 
with their Forces tu repoſſeſs himſelf of Statira and Pariſa- 
tz. Lyfimachus,enflamed ar the Name of his Rival, praying 
. Prolomens to ſtay for the defence of rhe Princefles, ran to 
his Men, the ſight of him gave them new Courage; and 
reſſing through the Throng, he no ſooner faw his Enemies, 
but his Countenance changed into Terror; Alcetas (cryed 
be) behold Lyſimachus, turn thy Sword againſt him alone, 
© and ler us diſpute the laſt time for Pariſatis. Alceras 
ſtayed not for a ſecond Challenge, bur receiving his Rival 
with a furious Cry, he ran ro meer him with an Impetu- 
_ oulſneſs as great as his; all the Men afforded them paſſage, 
and they cloſed in ſight of either party, though ſo unlucky 
for Alcetas, that having wounded Lyſimachus but ſlightly in 
the left Arm, Lyſimachuss Sword found the defect of his 
Curriaſs, and run through his Body to the Hilt; ſo that 
Alcetas falling dead at his Feet, yielded up Pariſatis to his 
Rival; all his Soldiers ſoughr Death by his Example, and 
were either Slain, or made Priſoners 
- Having thus far purſued this Fortunate and Glorious Suc- 
ceſs in this part of the City, it is time we now look into 
the other part, where we left Oroondates and Seleucus fight- 
ing with Perdicas and Caſſander. T have told you, Prince 
Artaxerxes haſted to the aid of his dear Brother, whilſt Hy- 
fimachus did the like to that of the Princeſſes; he came not 
unſeaſonably; for Perdicas, by his number, had in a man- 
ner wearied out thoſe two valiant Men with a long conti- 
nuance of Fighting, and they had even blunted their Swords 
by the prodigious Slaughter they made of their Enemies, 
inſomuch that they were going to ſummon their utmoſt 
Forces together, that they might finiſh the Combat with 
their Lives. When Artaxerxes (having hewed his Paſſage 
through a great number of Enemies) came to them, cry- 
ing, Courage, dear Brother, and you are Conqueror, and gour 
Enemies are defeated. He had hardly ended theſe words, 
when he put himſelf by his fide, and with him Orontes, 
Demetrius, Thaleſtris and Theodates, followed by many T hou- 


ſand yaliant Soldiers, came up and made ſuch. a terrible : 
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Slaughter, that the Streets were Covered witli the Bodies of . 
che Slain, and Rivulets of Blood run murmuring . | 
ee near to which they fought, and crimſoned o'er it? 
aves; When Perdicas ſeeing the Day go againſt him, not 
reſolving to out- live the loſs of Statira, he ruſhed once more 
before his Men, aud calling Oroondates with a loud Voice; 
he drew him preſently ro meet him, Behold Perdicas, whom 
© thou ſeekeſt ( ſaid he) if he had killed thee when he could 
© have done it, he needed nor to have feared, being ſlain by 
the Hands of thoſe about thee z but if thou arr truly Ge- 
© nerous, and truly worthy of Statira, whom ill Fortune 
© forces me to abandon to thee, thou wilt endeayour either 
to take my Life, or defend thine own without advantage: 
* thy Friends and mine ſhall be Witneſſes of the laſt Actions 
© of one of us; and though perhaps the uſage thou haſt 
© found from me, does not oblige thee to obſerve the Rules 
* of Generofity toward me, thou mayſt remember I pre- 
* ſerved Statira for thee, and that but for me ſhe had not 
6 now been alive. 444 | | 
At theſe words the Prince began to relent, and looking 
on him with a milder Countenance, It is true (ſaid he) 
© that thy Actions might excuſe mine well enough, which 
* way ſoever J ſhould ſeek to revenge my ſelf: but that 


vhich thou haſt done for the ſafery of my Prineeſs, creates 


© in me ſo great a Conſideration of thee, that I will not 
© only forbear to aſſail thy Life with odds, but will freely 
© give it thee, if thou wilt accept it from me. No (re- 
plied Perdicas) the Friends and Kinſmen of Alexander the 
Great, do not uſe to receive their Lives from their Ene- 


mies: And it will ſuffice me, that you only make the 


* Conqueſt of Statira, and the Defeat of Perdicas, to be the 
Merit of your ſingle Valour. The Prince having con- 
firmed him in this, and entreated the reſt to ſtand only as 
Spectators, thoſe two Enemies precipitated themſelves 


upon each other, with a Fury char plainly demonſtrated 
what the iſſue of the Combat would be; and Wounds: were 


quickly given on either ſide: but thoſe Perdicas received 
were ſo great, as the Blood flowing from them in abun- 


dance, ſoon weakened him, though it made him not loſe 
the greaineſs of his Courage: yet when the Prince ſaw him 
in ſuch a Condition, that he could no longer fear him, he 
took pity of his Fortune, and. retiring a little, Thou artmo 
longer able (ſaid he) to diſpute the Victory apainſt; me; 
therefore, at my Requeſt, receive thy Life, which I am 
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* willing to leave thee, and of which I will have as great 
4 care as thou could'ft deſire from a Friend. My Life 
(replied Perdicas) © is no longer at thy diſpofal, nor care 
* I but with it to give up Statira, and the Victory. With 
theſe words, he ſtrove all he poſfibly could to fly upon his 
Enemy, but his Strength abſolutely failed him; and after 
having ſtaggered a while, he fell at his Feer, where his Life 


and Blood ran down together. dt eee ee en 
At this ſight, the Prince being moved with pity, kneeled 
down by him, and was putting up the Beaver of his Hel- 
met, to ſee if he were in a condition to receive aſſiſtance; 
when Caſſ ander, enraged by the loſs of his Friend, or rather 
by his deſpair, ruſhing from _—_ his Men, charged upon 
the compaſſionate Prince, whilſt he was in that poſture, 
with fo weighry a Blow, as made him fink upon the pale 
dying Face of Perdicas; and, bur for the Goodneſs of his 
Helmet, would perhaps have pur him in the ſame condition. 
Oroondates ſoon recovering that Stund, got up in a great 
Fury, and would have run to take Revenge, but he was 
already prevented by the valiant Queen of the Amazones, 
who knowing Caſſander, and impatient of the Injuries he 
had done her, made at him with a threatning Cry, and ſoon 
reduced him to a great Extremity, by cutting the Straps of 
his Helmet, which tumbling him off, left his Head unarmed; 
and in that Fury ſhe had undoubtedly ſlain him, if Orontes, 
who then called to mind the Friendſhip that had been be- 
tween him and Caſſander, had not ſtept between and recei- 
ved her Blows upon his Shield, entreating her to give him 
Caſſander's Life: And you; Caſſander, (ſaid he, turning to 
him) yield your ſelf ro Orontes, who was heretofore your 
Friend: Orontes ſoon obtained his deſires of both. The 
fair Queen conquered her Indignation, to grant her dear 
Orontes what he demanded ; and Caſſander preſenting him 
* "his Sword, by that Action pur a ſtop to all thoſe that were 
turned againſt him; and the Soldiers of the adverſe party, 
>: threw down their Arms, and had their Lives 
ee being now freed from his Enemies, and hear- 
ing that rhe Princeſſes were in danger, it ſtruck him with a 
deadly Fear, and made him haſte with all ſpeed to their 
aſſiſtance; when, to his exceeding Joy, he found that Pro- 
omen / afid Lyſimachus had done that exeeeding great Service 
fort them before, he arrived, being followed by Artaxerxes, 
and moſt of the Princes : When Lyſmachus juft nods 
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from his Victory over Alcetes and his Men; and under 

ſtanding what had happened, drawing near to that Con- 

quering Friend, he teſtify d by his Joy and by his Endear- 
ments, how much he was concerned in his good Succeſs» 
And when Lyſimachus told him of Roxana's Repentanee, and 
of rhe Queen's Goodneſs towards her, it raviſhed his Heart 
with an exceſs of Contentment ; he hardly ſtayed the end 
of that Diſcourſe, bur leaving others to appeaſe the Diſor- 

ders that yet remained in the City, burning with Impa- 
tiency to ſee his adored Princeſs free from her cruel Cap- 
tivity ; he ran immediately to the Houſe, and finding her 
in her Chamber, whither ſhe had retired upon the Noiſe of 
the laſt Fight, with her Siſter and Roxana, under the Guard 
of Prolomeus; pulling off his Helmet, he threw himſelf ſo 


| ſuddenly at her Feer, that ſhe had no time to prevent it, 


and embraced her Knees with rranſports that were peculiar 
ro his Paſſion. The Queefi\who was ſeized with a Joy as 
reat as his, embraced him alſo with motions little different 
rom his; and Roxana, during that Action, not being able 
to conquer hers, notwithſtanding all rhe violence ſhe uſed 
upon her ſelf ro do ſo, was like to have died through an 
extremity of Grief and Jealouſie; yer had ſhe ar leaſt this 
advantage, thar her Actions were bur little raken norice of: 
© You are at liberty, my adored Queen ( cryed paſſionate 
Oroondates) and I am now permitted to ſee you our of 


© Perdicas's power; you have triumphed over your Misfor- 


tunes by your Vertue alone, and have made Oroondates 


triumph over his Miſeries by your Goodneſs : How Glo- 


* ous is he now! and how great an Obligation has he to 


© all rhoſe Croſſes, by which he has been able ro find you 


© had nor forgotten him: All the Afflictions he hath ſuf- 
© fered ought, in his eſteem, to be accounted Bleflings, _ 
© ſince by thoſe means ke has obtained this Knowledge of 
your Goodnels, | . 
He ſaid many other things with tranſports of Joy; when 
the Queen anſwering with a Sweetneſs full of Majeſty, 
Ves, my dear Prince, at laſt I am free (ſaid ſhe) after 
having endured ſo many Miſeries; bur, by your Example, 
my Sufferings are dearer to me than my Liberty, fince vou 
by them have ſeen that I was nor Ingrateful ro your Af. 
fection: Vet ſer not too high a value upon a Fortune you 
have ſo well deſerved; I owed you a great deal more 
* than one ſingle Life; and if the Gods had given memany, 
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© brance; They had ſaid more to one another, if Oroon- 
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dates, having eſpy d Roxana, had not thought himſelf obli- 
ged in Generoſity to give her ſome Conſolation; but before 
he went to do ſo, he commended the Queen's Goodneſs to 
ber, and thanked her for it in ſuch terms, as made Roxana 
know how much he was. interefſed in her ſafery. Art his 
approach ſhe wiped away the Tears that her Sorrow cauſed 
her to ſhed, and he had no ſooner opened his Mouth to 
comfort her, bur ſhe prevented him; and looking on him 
with Eyes all languſhing, * Remember (ſaid ſhe) that you 
© have received your Life from me to day, as well as ! 
© received mine from the Queen; and that you ought not 
© ro aggravate my Sorrows by your Preſence, nor by your 
<© Diſcourſe, ſeeing Fate hath happened contrary ro my Ex- 


© pectarion : As you reſpect the Gods, permit me to avoid 


them; and it not being poſſible for me ro hate you, be 
© pleaſed that I may never fee you more. 

The Prince was rouched with theſe words, and being 
unwilling to diſturb her, he only ſaid as he retired, It is 
© not my Intention, Madam, to redouble your Diſcontents, 
© nor to diſavow the Obligation I have to you; I ſhould 
© have periſhed if ir had not been for your affiſtance, bur J 
am no ways inſenſible of it; and inſtead of aggravating 
your Sorrows, I wiſh I was capable, with part of my 
© Life, to contribute towards your Conſolation : And if 
© any Objects here be unpleaſing to you, I tell you, with 
© the Queen's permiſſion, that you may return when you 
© will ro the Pallace, and remain there with all the Liberty 
© and/all the Authority you were wont to have. The 
Queen confirmed this Offer to Roxana with Words full of 
Civiliry ; and that afflicted Lady deſiring nothing ſo much 
as Retirement and Solitarineſs, accepted the proffer d Favour; 


and giving the Queen Thanks for it, departed to the Palace 


under the Conduct of Prolomeus: She was no ſooner gone, 


but Prince Artaxerxes, Lyſimachus, Seleucus, Thaleſtris, Oron- 


tes and Demetrius, came in together; at the fight of that 
dear Brother, the Princeſſes of Perſia ran to him quite tran- 
ſporred; and throwing themſelves into his Arms, bedewed 
his Face with Tears, which a tender Affection drew from 
their bright Eyes, immediately after having bewailed him 

Eight whole Years; the Queen before, in that ſpace, had 
ſeen him but a-lurle time, when he reſcued her from Per- 


dicas, upon the Banks of the Euphrates, and the Princeſs had 


not ſeen him till now, and it was only by the Queen's re- 
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lation ſhe had Learnt, he was aliye after having payed ſo 
many Tears ro his Imaginary Death, wherefore at this time 
ſhe ingroſſed him from the Queen, and held him fo long 


in her Arms, as if ſne had meant o repair that diſadvan- 


None preſent could behold the remains of the illuſtrious 
Family of Darius, in this happy condition, without an ex- 
tream tenderneſs, nor did any of them but appear moſt 
ſenſibly concern d in that alteration of their fortune. The 
Queen was ſcarce got looſe from her Brother's embraces, 
when ſhe found her ſelf claſped about by one Armed, who 


in ſpite of her repugnancy Imprinted many Ardent kiſſes 
on her ruby Lips. This put her into a ſurprizing Aſtoniſh- 


ment, and made her bluſh at ſuch a Familiarity, when look- 
ing on Oroondates, he ſoon ſettled her Mind, by telling her 
that Warriour was the Amazonian Queen, whoſe Sex al- 

lowed her priviledges that were denyed to the Garb ſhe 
then was in, and Queen Statira having heard of her repu- 
tation, and how ſhe fought in her quarrel, ſoon ſhewed a. 
very great affection towards her, and gave her all the Te- 
ſtimonies of ir, that could be defired : and when all the 

Company had renewed the expreſſions; of the high Satisfa- 
ion they conceived ar ſo happy a meeting, they reſolved to 


leave that deteſted Houſe full of Blood and Dead Bodies, 


and ſince the Palace was left to Roxana, they went to the 
Houſe of Generous Selucus, whom they highly commend- 
ed for having ſaved Oroondatess Life by the timely aid he 
brought him, and that together with Nearchus he had faci- 


|lirared the entrance of thoſe Princes, into the City, that 
had turned their misfortunes upon their Enemies, and made 


ſo ſudden a change in their Affairs. They extolled the 


high obligation they had to him with praiſes which his 


Modeſty could not ſuffer. He diſingaged himſelf as well 
as poſſibly he might from thoſe civilities wherewirh he was 
in a manner overwhelmed and deſirous to ſtop the Cur- 
rent of them. V and Nearchus (ſaid he) have done any 
thing it was only that to which we were too powerfully engaged: 
the uſage we had received from our Friends, and from our Ene- 


mies, did with a great deal of Fuſtice make them change thoſe 
qualities in our Opinions, and unleſs we would hate been the baſe 


eſt Men in the World we could not ſuffer the 55 and moſt 
conſiderable Perſons of it to ſuffer nnjuſtly. At his Houſe (which, 
was fair and ſpacious, with many convenient Lodgings) they 
were entercained as in a Palace, when the Princes, who. 
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after his ſucceſs could not bear the abſence of thoſe they 


entirely Loved, haſted to the Camp to inform them of it 


and to conduct them thither, 1 | 
When the Light was ready to give place to Darkneſs, 
and enchroaching night began to overſpread the Face of the 
Earth, The Princeſs of Scyebia under the Conduct of her 
Dear Artaxerxes, The Princeſs Deidamia, under that of 
Demetrius, and Barſina with her Siſters under their Fathers 
and Brothers, with Cleone and other Ladies, came all toge- 
ther to Sehucus s Houſe. The Queen with the Princeſs her 
Siſter who had notice of it, went out of their Chamber to 


meet them, and received them with all the civil reſpect and 


demonſtration of a real Joy their Languages and embraces 
could expreſs: never fo many glorious Beauties ſnhined in 
= and yet without Envy or Emulation too uſual in 


One 
the fair Sex. And Prince Oroondates ſeeing them in a hap- 


PF Converſation, he had ſo much deſited, began to think 


ſome flight Wounds, he had received, which a little 
ined him, and being retired privately ro his Chamber he 
had them ſearched and drefled, as Selucus had likewife his; 
beraking themſelves, notwithſtanding, to their repoſe that 
Nig hr, much better than they had done for many before it; 


e reſt were accommodated with Chambers richly 


furniſhed, and with ſuch other neceſſaries as were in ſome 


meaſure Suitable to their Quality: and by this time all the 
City which had been in ſo great a Confuſion, and in which 


a dreadful Scene of Slaughter had that Day been acted, was 


quiered by the care of Oxyartes and other Commanders, who 
ran to reſtrain their Soldiers by their Authority, from doing fur. 
ther Violence: and no ſooner had the Glorious Chariot of the 
Day hovered its Wheels over the Ocean, and its fiery Horſes 
blown the Streaming Light from their Noſtrils, but care was 
taken of the Wounded Men as well Enemies as Friends, and 
by that Charitable aſſiſtance moſt of them recovered, and 
all things were ſettled in ſo good Order by a prudent manage- 


ment, and known conduct in thoſe affairs, that Miſrule gave 


lace, and the Face of good Government was again reſtored. 
The Princeſſes were no ſooner up in the Morning, but 


hearing of Oroondates his Wounds they were much trou- 


led, till the Chirurgeons aſſured them they were in no de- 


gree dangerous; yet they haſted with Prince Artaxeræes to 
vifithim, and then it was by the Counſel of the Prince of 
8 Perſia, that the Queen was perſuaded to preſent Theodates 


to him, and inform him of the King his Fathers be 
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alſo took the ſame care himſelf wich Bernice; and though 


that news plunged her at firſt into an ęxtremity of grief, it 


began by little and little ro find ſome abatement by the 


Princes Conſolations. The Prince of Scythia received The- 
odates with an unuſual kindneſs, and when he had asked him 
the cauſe of his coming, the Queen who had before prepared 
him with her Diſcourſe for the News ſhe meant to tell him, at 
laſt acquired her ſelf of the Commiſſion that was given her. 
Oroondates was as deef ly concerned at it as could be ex- 
pected from ſo excellent a nature; and the remembrance of 
the ill uſage he had received from his Father, was not ca- 
pable to blot out that of his Birth and Education, nor thoſe 
characters of affection, which nearnels of Blood had engra- 
ven in his Heart: he wepr in ſo joyful a time, and made 
Complaints that nearly touched the Hearts of thoſe that were 
leaſt concerned in his Affairs: but in fine, he had too great 


a Courage to fink under that affliction, after having ſupported 


ſo many others with too much moderation, not to give ear to 
reaſon in that action, and too perfect a reſignation to the 


Queen's will to refuſe her conſolations: ſo that at laſt thatStor- 
my Grief blew over, and care was taken to ſet the Priſoners at 


Liberty; moſt of thoſe of note in return of Gratitude freely 
offering to remain in the Service of the Princes, with ſo ma- 


ny as were left alive that had been under their Command: 
but it was ſomething difficult for Caſſander to obtain his Li- 


berty, conſidering his many Crimes, and particularly bis 


ſtanding charged with the Murther of his King: And the 
Illuſtrious Widow of Alexander the Great, notwithſtanding 


all her Goodneſs and Generoſity, cou'd not handſome:y 


conſent he ſhou'd be ſer at Liberty: her Reſentments were 


approved by all that had heard how Ae ander came by his 
untimely Death; but by Caſſander s happy Luck, at that 


time, the two Soldiers Antigonus had produc d as Witneſſes 
had been ſla in in Bartel, ſo that there remain d no Proof againſt 


him, his Brother Jolas being likewiſe fallen by the Sword 
in the late Encounters that had happend in Bby/on. This 
was the cauſe chat encouraged Orontes, who had contracted a 
Friendſhip with him, to interceed for him. And the Amozonian 
Queen out of compliance to her be oveꝗ Prince of the Maſ- 
ſagets, uſed all her power to ſecond him in his Requeſt to 


thoſe that could deny them nothing; nor was Se/ucus wants 
ing to him, which compleated their content to graut him 

his Liberty, and by their means his Pardon was obtaind 
upon Condition, that he ſhould immediately depart our 'of 
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Babylon with all that adhered to him, and retire to his own 
Province in Europe. He accepted of this with a kind of 
Joy, ſeeing Roxana was not taken from him; and departed 
with a Deſign to raiſe ſuch Troubles in Greece as might com- 
pell her to uſe him more kindly than yet ſhe had done. 
Prince Oroondates being cured of his Wounds in a few 
Days, and the City reſtor'd to Peace and Tranquillity, the 
greater part of the Army retird to the Camp without the 
Walls, to diſencumber the Citizens of that Burthen, which 
otherwiſe would have lain heavy upon them, when Rox- 
ana imparient of a longer ſtay in a Place that was become 
hareful to her by the Mediation af Prolomeus, obtain d leave 
to depart for Macedonia, which Province was allotted her by 
the general conſent: and being no longer able to look upon 
Babylon without Horror, after having pray d Prolomeus to 
ask the Queen's pardon in her Name, ſince the fear ſne had 
to preſent her ſelf again before her whom ſhe had ſo mortal- 
ly offended, made het depart without ſeeing her, and to te- 
ſtify to her in her behalf, That the Senſe ſhe had of her 
Gcod - will oblig d her to wiſh her all manner of Proſperity; 
ſhe began her Journey the Day following under the Con- 
duct of Peuceſtas and Audiagoras, who waited on her with 
three Thouſand Men of thole they had Commanded, and 
two Thouſand Macedonians whom Selucus permitted to re- 


7 


turn into their Count. | 
be departure of theſe Perſons, whoſe Company was 
not pleaſing to them, gave a freer liberty to the Princes 
for the minding their own particular Affairs; and all other 
Things being peaceably ſertied in Babylon, it was only Love 
that made War there, and the Wounds that he had given 
were not healed up like thoſe that had been given in the 
late Occaſions. Oroondates languiſhd in Flames at the 

Queens Feet, not knowing how to be ſecured againſt her 
Sctuples, after the cauſe ſhe had given him ro fear them in 
all rhar had befallen him fince the Death of Alexander. Ar- 
kaxerxes lived in a little more aſſurance with Bernice, and 
was hardly in any doubt to eſtabliſh his Fortune, Iyſima- 
ehus was more uncertain by rea ſon of Pariſatiss Humour, 
though he began to find by many ſigns that ſhe really 
loved him: Orontes was the beſt farisfy'd of them all, as 
knowing his fair Queens Affection to him; his Impatience 
alone caus d the greateſt part of his Diſcontents. Oxyartes 
was in good hopes of Barſina, and finding no Repuęnance 
vely Princeſs, he expected his 
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Feliciry with that of his Friends. Young Demetrius was the 
leaſt advanced in his Suft to the Fair Deidamia; and the 


loved, he had gained much upon her Heart, yet he had nor 
been able to baniſh thence the Memory of og which was 


ſo deeply fix d in it. Though in the hope of all theſe Illu- 


ſtrious Lovers there was ſome difference, their Sufferings 


yet were equal, and all of them ſighed either through Fear 


or through Defire : Chance brought them all rogerher one 
Day in the Queen's Chamber with their Princeſſes; and it 
ſeem d as if ir had been the Deciſion of their Fortune. 
Oroondates earneſtly ſollicited the Queen to grant him that 
Happineſs to which he now aſpird, to Crown his utmoſt 
Felicities after ſo many Sufferings, and the Ocean of Miſe- 
ry he had ſwam through, with the ſo often peril of his Life; 
and after having made along Diſcourſe to her on that Sub. 
ject, he fix d his Eyes on the Ground in expectation of 


ber Anſwer, and ſhe remain d a good while in ſuſpence, 
contrary to his, and the expectation of all the Company, 


that Scrupulous Queen very nice of her Honour and Virtue, 
feafing to be accus d of Lightneſs for Marrying any one at 
leaſt ſo ſoon after the Death of Alexander the Great; though 
ſhe gave him not an abſolute Denial, but ſweerned her 
Expreſſions with much Tenderneſs for him, yer it ſtruck 
the Prince into ſuch a Confuſion and Fear, that a deadly 
paleneſs ſoon overipread his Face and made him tremble at 
what ſhe had ſaid; which Artaxerxes who was neareſt to 
him firſt perceiving, ſhewed his Reſentment with ſomewhat 
an angry Humour, That Siſter (cryed he impariently) 
is it with theſe Scruples you mean to pay the Services of Oroon- 
dates, and will you kill us both with your Ingratitude ? I T a- 
lone will die (added the King of Scythia) and I Die with- 
out complaining, if the Queen pronounces the Sentence of my. 

Death, Tou Foal not Die, my dear Oroondates (ſaid the 

Queen falling upon him with open Arms) and I my ſelf will 
Die a great deal rather than give you any reaſon to accuſe me: 
have repreſented to you all the Conſiderations that might croſs 
the Happineſs I wiſh for you, I told you what the Werld would 
Cenſure in thi your Deſire of me. But now I tell you, that to 
ſatisfy what T owe to you, and to follow my Inclination, 1 ll paſs 
over all theſe Maxims, and all the conſideration f Peoples 
Diſcourſe," to give my ſelf up totally to u. T had rather be 
aecounted Li ht and Imprudent by them that know you not, 
than Raise and Ingrateful in your Opinion; Jam your „ 
Frys A 5 „ VE, 6 , 7 0% | 


oy 
ds 


122 De Hifory Part V. 


$90 powerfull Reaſons to be ener able to retire; and would it 
Nea d ebe Gods that in giving myſelf to y0u; I con d give zu 


Something more worthy of you and of your Love. In brief laying 


aſide all Scruples, live in an Aſſurance; That Statira not only will 
neuen be anothers, for that t a thing whereaf you are already 
certain,” but that ſhe will be yours by lawful ways whenſoever 


.  J06. ſhall deſire it. 


Theſe words revived the Princes fading Spirits, and 
changed his Melancholy into Raptures, which would 
not be eaſie to expreſs, when kiſſing her fair Hand, 
which ſhe freely gave him as a Seal of her fincere Af- 
fection, he turned to Prince Artaxerxes with another man- 
ner of Countenance, than that he had appeared with a 
moment before, and Joy brightning his Face, Ah Brother 
(aid he) now that by my Queen's Goodneſs and your's, 

I have attained the height of my Felicity, I cannot but 
* defire your Satisfaction ſhould be equal; and fince you 
© judge:my Siſter worthy. of your Affections, ſhe ſhall be 


5M your'e the ſame day the Queen ſhall! vouchſafe ro con- 
oy 


ummate my Happineſs: I wiſh that with her I could 


'© reſtore you the Empires you have loſt ; but I know | 
your Vertue diſdains them, or can recover them by that 


© Sword, which can make you aſpire to the moſt Glorious 
© Conqueſts. And in the mean time, dear Brother, give 
© me leave to reſign to you one half of a ſpacious King- 
© dom, Which the Gods have left me, and which ſhall be 
© that part of Scythia, that lies in Aſia neareſt to the 
£ Dominions that were the King your Fathers, and with 


© it I offer you not only my own aſſiſtance, but that of 


© all my Subjects, for the recovery of a part of that Em- 
« pire Darius has loſt. „ Ee des ads > 
The Prince of Feria anſwered in very obliging terms, 


but unerly refuſed any more than to retire a while with 
his fair Princeſs and deareſt Brother into Scythia, and rhar 


he would make uſe of thoſe Forces he offered. to eſtabliſh 
nimſelf, if poſſible, in part of thoſe Territopies that were 
due to him by Birth, for no other Ambition than that his 
Princeſs: might not be deſtirute of a Crown, or ſuffered 
to fall beneath her Dignity. Whilſt this Diſcourſe held, 
Lyſmachus was making his Addreſs to Pariſatis; but her 


ind. won 


Humour created ſo many Scruples, notwithſtanding ſhe 


entirely loved him, that nothing but the Perſwaſions and 
Authority of her Brother, and of the Queen her Siſter, 
could make her ſuddenly reſolve to give her ſelf 7 his 
; JJ fas FT Yo 1 56 rms? 
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Arms: To them ſhe yielded, and in this Lyſmachus found 
himſelf one of the happieſt Men in the World, -Oxyartes 
and Orontes found lurle. difficulty. to prevail with Barſme 


and Thaleſtris, in yielding their conſents; - but Deidamia, 


in all appearance, remained fixed in her determination, 
to live only to the Memory of her dear 4gis ; which 
reatly afflicted the paſſionate Demetrius, and the more, 
— he ſaw others entering upon all the Happineſs their 
Wiſhes could frame, or their largeſt Deſires attain to 3 
and when he beheld all contented, Shall I then be the 
only miſerable Man {cryed he) whilſt yon all abandon 


your ſelves ro Joy? Shall Ialone abandon my ſelf ro de- 
* {pair ?: Cannot the Examples of ſo many vertuous Prin- 
_ © ceſſes move unſenſible Deidamia ? And ſhall nor I vain- 


. 


ly have fought in your behalf againſt your living Ene- 
mies, if the Dead make War againſt me, and if that I 
* am. conquered by thoſe that are not in the World. Ah, 
© if I believed that my Death might render my Deſtin 

* equal to that of fortunate Agis, how willingly would I | 
* precipitate. my ſelf into my Grave? And how freely 
* would I pour forth all my Blood, if by it I could hope 


(to merit the Tears of Deiddamia. | 


Demetrius ſpake theſe and ſuch like words with fo paſ- 
fionate an Action, that all the Company were touched 
with ir; and Deidamia conſidering the excellent Qualities 
of that young Prince, they had nor wrought fo. little upon 
her, but that they produced a great deal of Affection to- 
wards him. She began indeed to love him, yet the Me- 
mory of Agis fought ſtil] againſt her Affections; and even 
the fear ſhe had of being accuſed of Inconſtancy would 


not ſuffer her to declare ir. She remained without any Re- 


ply to the words of Demetrius, and keeping her Eyes fixed 
on the Ground, diſcovered by that Action ſhe was un- 
reſolved, when all the Princeſſes, whom Demetrius had 
moved to Compaſſion, and who deſired Deidamia s Settle- 


ment, came to her, and repreſented that ſhe alone ought not 


to oppoſe the publick Rejoycing; they ſet before her Eyes 


dhe little Reaſon ſhe had ſo obſtinately to perſiſt in her 


Paſſion, for a Man, that had ſo long been dead, and 


whoſe Ghoſt ſhe had already ſatisfyd with her Tears; 


and in fine, they uſed ſo many powerful Arguments and 


Ferſwaſions, that Antigonus putting in with them, by his 
Entreaties ſhe at laſt yielded either to Love or Importu- 


nity, ot to the Conſideration of her Affairs. At 2 
% 3 4 5 „ 5 . : 5 E eimon 
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ſeſſion ſo deſired by Demetrius, his Joy brake forth with 
great excels, inſomuch that he did many Actions, which 
nothing but his Youth and Paſſion could excuſe: Deida- 
mia appeared a good while out of Countenance at her 
change, and begged Pardon for it of Agis with a great 
many Tears; but in the end ſhe was ſo well encouraged 
by the Queens and Princeſſes, that ſhe approved what ſhe 
had conſented ro with a little more Confidence than be- 
fore; and the Impatiency of the Princes ſo far prevailed 
with them, that all theſe ſo much deſired Nuptials ſhould 
be ſolemnized rhe next day; little regard ing that State 
and Pomp, which a longer time required, ro fer forth a 
Magnificence due to the greateſt Perſons on Earth : yer 
was the remainder of that day imployed by Seleucus, Prolo- 
menus, Antigonius, and the reſt of their Friends, in neceſ. 
fary Preparations; and the young Princes made themſelves 
ready for Courſes and Combats of Pleaſure, to which they 
did not think fit to call the elder and more famous 
The glorious Sun no ſooner guilded the Earth with its 
glittering Beams, and brought the happy Day that ſhould 
crown their longing Expectations, but Queen Thaleſtris 
took Horſe, with ' Orontes, Peolomeus, Eumenes, and Hip- 
polita, and rode to the Quarter of the Amazones, where 
aſſembling her Women, ſhe, with a great deal of Elo- 
_ quence, declared her Intentions ro marry Orontes, and the 
cauſes that moved her to it; labouring with them to take 
Husbands, and live chaſtly, by aboliſhing the ſnameful 
Cuſtom of their Country in going to ſeek Men of ſtrange 
Nations to pleaſure them, making ſome of them bluſh ar 
remembrance of things they had done: She excited them 
to take a generous Reſolution for the recovery of their 
Honour, and either to caſt Men off for ever, and be the 
laſt Amazones in the World, or to ſuffer them only by law- 
ful means; and that if they refuſed to follow her Exam- 
ple, ſhe was ready to deliver up the Crown, and retire 
with Orontes to his own: Country, and leave them at li- 
berry in choofing a Queen, under which they might live 
in their ancient Priviledges. She ſaid a great deal more 
to the ſame purpoſe, inſomuch that ſhe won them to con- 
ſent to all the deſired. The fair Thaleſtris found mavyelous 
cauſe of Satisfaction in this Event; and after having pro- 
miſed her Women ſweetneſs and tranquilliry of Life, very 
different from that they had enjoyed; ſhe embraced them 
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in their turns, with Teſtimonies of a very tender Af. 
fection, and returned into the City before the Queen and 
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Princeſſes were in a readineſs to go to the Temple. 


The Ladies were this day dreſſed in all their Princely 
. Ornaments, which added ſuch Luſtre to their natural 
Beauties, that dazled the Eyes of their Lovers, who - 


eſteemed all the beautiful things in the World, not com- 
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' parable to a fight ſo charming, which filled their Hearts 


with true Conrentment : They were conducted to Fund's 


Temple through Crouds of People, with loud Acclama- 
tions and Shouts of Joy, and entered it with a Pomp that 
brought new Light into it: Bernice, Deidamia, and Tha- 
leſtris, as valiant as ſne was, walked with more fear and 


baſhfulneſs than their Companions; for the Queen, che 


Princeſs her Siſter, and Barſina, who had already been at 


the ſame Condition, went up towards the Altar with 'a 


firmer Reſolution, where the Princes waiting their coming, 


they were with the uſual Ceremonies joyned together with 


Bonds that could not be untied, which never were broken 


bur by Death, and the which, through the whole courſe 


of their Lives, kept them as cloſely united as they were 
that day. There it was that by ſuch famous and impor- 


tant Nuptials, Vertue ſaw it ſelf triumphant over ſo ma- 
ny Misfortunes that had vainly fought againſt it, and that 
ſeemed to have croſſed it for no other end, than that it 


might ſhine forth with more Luſtre and Glory. 


Thoſe glad and fortunate Bridegrooms having de- 


livered their fair and bluſhing Brides back into the 


hands of thoſe Princes that had conducted them thither, 


followed them to the Palace, where all things were pre- 


pared as ſtately and magnificently as the little time would 


permit. O how tedious did that day ſeem to them! and 


how flender a Pleaſure did they find in the Games, Courſes 
and Combats, whieh the young Princes made with much 


Pomp to honour ſo ſolemn an Action; after the Courſes 


and Combats, followed moſt graceful Dances and admi- 
rable Muſick; and after all thoſe Entertainments, came 


the moſt deligbtful and the moſt glorious Night thar 


ever ſhrouded the Earth in pleaſing Darkneſs: Then were 
the greateſt Beauties in the World delivered as a Prey to 


the Paſſions of the mercileſs Conquerors, who revenged 


/ 


themſelves of the Torments they: had made them endure 


with Reſentments, which, for all they were ſo violent, 


they could not juſtly diſapprove ; and to be ſerious, they 


were 


N * 
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were in fome kind pardonable : And it was but reaſon, 


Night in Babylon. Yer, without all queſtion, the Princes 


thought it roo ſhort; and one might, perchance, have 
doubted in what Employments they had paſt it over, if 
the Bluſhes that appeared next morning in the Cheeks of 
Bernice, Thaleſtris, and Deidamia, had not given the Com- 


pany great ſuſpicions; yer did they pardon their Lovers 
the offence they had committed by the example of their 
Companions, who had born them with more modera- 
Og: |. EL M0 | be 
Thele conſtant Fires, Love had lighted with his Hy- 
meneal Torch, were not extinguiſhed by many Tears; 


and the Affections of thoſe vertuous Perſons were placed 
upon too ſure Foundations to find any thing in poſſeſſion 
that could abate it: Many days were ſpent in theſe Con- 
tentments, and the Princes took plentiful Draughts &f 


thoſe Delights, after which they had ſo long impatiently 


.thirfted ; and when they had nothing more to wiſh for, 
they began to think of retiring. King Oroondates was re- 
called into Scy:hia by his Subjects, and he himſelf had a 
deſire ro go rhither, that he might preſent his Queen with 
the Crown of his Dominions. Prince Artaxerxes alſo had 
à defire ro ſee thoſe Countries again, where he had paſſed 
ſome Years, and where he had ſo powerfully gained the 
Peoples Hearts. All the other Princes were obliged ro 
rerurn into their ſeveral Countries, ro be crowned them. 
ſelves in thoſe Kingdoms which their Valour had won; 


and which Artaxerxes freely left them, in conſideration 


:of the good Offices they had done for him and his: They 
all prepared themſelves for that ſeparation, but not wich- 
out a great deal of trouble to every one of them. Before 
they went away, they thought fit to take order in what 
remained to be done; and becauſe Babylon and all Aſſjria 
remained to them by right of Conqueſt, after Seleucus had 
generouſſy refuſed it, they altogether caſt their Eyes up- 
on Oxyartes, and preſſed it fo e upon him, that 
he was conſtrained to accept the 


overaignity of Babylon : 


Seleucus had Armenia and Meſopotamia allotted to him, 
and Cylicia fell to the Lot of Eumenes, who in lieu of 


it reſigned Cappadocia ro Queen Thalaſtris; and —_— — 
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chat thoſe, whoſe Sufferings had been ſo tedious and cruel, 
ſhould make themſelves equivalent Reparations. Never 

had the God of Love been preſent ar fo ſolemn a Feſti. 
val, or ever had received ſuch honour as he did that 
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n, ordered the Provinces on this manner, Mey all prepared 
"of for their departure: And when they had beſtowed a few © 
er days in the confirmation of their Alliance, and in the 
1. Tears that were ſhed in that ſeparation, they went from 
it | Babylon to their reſpective Kingdoms and Provinces. A 
2 taxerxes accompanied Oroondates, and Lyſimachus waited 
e on them in their way as far as Bizantium, the Metropolis 
if of his Thracian Kingdom, where Pariſatis hoped for a 


f | * grear deal of Conſolation in the Neigbourhood of the 
- | Queen her Siſter, ſince their Kingdoms bordered upon 
8 one another. Orontes and Thaleſtris took their Journey 
r towards Cappadocia ; and Eumenes, with his fair Arfione, Si- 
K ſter to Barſina, kept them company the greateſt part of 
their way, Prolomeus journeyed with Apamia towards 


- Egypt, where he was expected with much impatiency : 
; Antigonius and Demetrius travelled with Deidamia towards 
1 Plrigia; Seleucus at the ſame time marched towards 4. 
2 menia, With his Forces, ro take poſſeſſion by Arms, if it 


5 were refuſed him. Nearchus and Leonatus went into their 
F own Provinces. So that none of the commanding Princes 
f remained in Babylon, except Oxyarres, who with his fair 
a Barſina, eſtabliſhed there his allotted Dominions; good old 
- Polemon, Cleonimus, and Alcione, remained with them, as 
in their native Country: And that Prince pitying Cleon:- 
| mus, who languiſhed for Alcione, by many Reaſons re- 
| moving the Scruples that incumbred her Mind, with the 
| remembrance of her beloved Theander, he gained her 
conſent ro marry the only Man in the World ſhe loved 
next him: In conſideraſion of which Marriage, he ſet- 
rled all the Riches and Offices of Theander and Bagiſtanes 
upon Cleonimus ; and for his Vertue, and for the Conſide- 
ration of Polemon, who had done all the Family of Darius 
good Services, he honoured him with the moſt important 
Offices of his Stare. ä 


Thus, Reader, as I hope to your Satisfaction T have 
brought to a Concluſion the Adventures of theſe illuſtri- 
ous Lovers, whoſe Conſtancy and Vertue were tryed in 

a Thouſand Turns of Fortunes fickle Inconſtancy: And 
now, no more remains, than to wiſh none to deſpair of 
ſucceſs in their Love; ſeeing what to day may be all a 
Storm, to morrow may clear up, and bring them ſafe into 
the wiſhed for Haven of Felicity. | 


The End of the Hiſtory of Caſſandts. 
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